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1800. 

At the corninencement of this century, carrona des tv ere 
in general use in all classes of sliij;)s. The Tvar was still 
prosecuted with vigoui*, although one of the first acts of 
Napoleon, on attaining the chief consulship of Trance, was to 
make proposals for peace. His terms, however, were inad- 
missible, and the overture was considered an artifice ; ioi\ 
had an armistice been concluded, Napoleon would, in ail 
probability, have used it for the purpose of sending troo])s 
and stores to the colonies and acquired dependencies, witli 
the design of reiu^wing the war. 

On tlio 18th of February, the French 74-gun ship Gone- 
I’eux. was captured olf Malta by tlie JMediterranean fleet 
under Vice-Admiral Lord Keith. The only person killed 
on board tlie Genereux wa.s Ilear-Admiral Perree. This 
gallant ollicer was severely wounded in the eye by a B])linter, 
liiit continued on deck giving orders, until a shot took off 
Ins riglit tliigh, from wliich wound he died in a few minutes. 
The capture of the Genereux was accompanied by that of 
the supplies for the French garrison at Valetta. 

Intelligence having reached Jersey that a French frigate 
was hovering about the islands, the KJ-giin corvette Fairy 
and 18-gun brig-sloop Hai-py, Commanders Joshua Sydney 
Horton and Henry Bazeley, weighed from St, Aubiifs Bay, 
on the morning of the 0th of February, with a fresh breeze 
at north-west. At llh. 30m. A.M., Cape Freliel bearing 
south-east, distant six miles, a large ship was discovered 
running dowii along the land to the westward, and it 
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2 ^ CAPTUKB OF THE PALLAS. [1800. 

determined to biing tlie stranger (which was the French 
18-potmder 38-gun trigate Pallas, Captain Jacques Epr on) to 
action. In order to draw her otf the land, the Faiiy and 
Harpy tacked to the northward. The Pallas immodiately 
followed, and at lb. p.m., having arrived within pistol-shot 
to windward of the British vessels, which were close together 
-—the Fairy astern, an action commenced. The Harpy, putting 
her helm down occasionally, lutfed across tlie bows of the 
Pallas, and raked her with much edect. The engagement 
continued in this manner until 3h. p.m., when the wind 
having changed to south-west, the Pallas bore up, and made 
sail. The British vessels, having repaired damages, made 
sail after the frigate, which latter, observing two sail alicad, 
had hauled up north-west, pui'sued by the Harpy and Fmry. 
The sti'Ungers were the 38-gun frigate Loire, Ca.|)tfvin ]^^cw- 
man Newman ; 2()-gun ship Danae, Captain Lord Prohy ; 
and 16-gun sloof» Raillcur, Commander W. J. Tnrquand. 

The Pallas used every possible means to deceive the 
British, but without effect. The Loire, Kailleur, Harpy, and 
Fairy followed her closely, firing every gun which would bear, 
and receiving in return the fire of the frigate, and also that 
of a battery u])on fSeven Islands. At a little j)ast midnight, 
the Harpy being on the weatlier quarter of the Pallas, 
gallant) V engagecl until hailed to buy that the Pallas had 
suri'cndered. The loss on board the British shi])s was as 
follows : — Loire : three seamen killed, and Watkin Owen Pell 
(lost a leg), F. W, Eves, and J. A. Medway, midshipmen, 
and sixteen men wounded. Kailleur : William Froth ers, 
midshipman, and two seamen killed, and four wounded. 
Fairy : four seamen killed, Cornniauder Horton, Peter 
Huglies, purser, four men badly and three sliglitly wounded. 
Th(5 Harpy had only one man killed and three wounded. 
The loss of the Pallas is not mentioned. The prize was a 
iiiio ship of 1,030 tons, quite new, and was added to the 
British navy as the Pique. Commanders Horton and 
Bazeley were promoted to post rank as soon as tlieir conduct 
wiis made known. Tlio naval medal for this action is 
awarded to the Fairy and Harpy only. 

On the 2nd of March, the 12-pounder 3 6 -gun frigate 
Norcide, Captain Frederick Watkins, being off the Pen- 
Uiarcks, chased a squadron of French piivateerS; consisting of 
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tlie Belloiie, mounting twenty-four long 8-pounders and six 
brass 36-pounder cannonades ; Vengeance, of eighteen long 
8-pounders ; Favonte and Huron, each of sixteen guns ; and 
Tirailleuse, of fourteen guns. Having arrived within gun- 
shot of tlie enemy, which at first app(iared disposed to engage, 
the squadron dispersed ; but the Nereide succeeded, on the 
3rd, after a chase of 123 miles, in overtaking the Vengeance, 
which was captured. * 

On the 20th of March, while the 32-gtin frigate Mermaid, 
Captain Bobert D. Oliver, and 16-gun sloop Peterel, Coin- 
mander Francis W. Austen, were cruising off Marseilles, tlie 
latter wjis detached in- shore ; an<i on the inoniing of the 
21st, a convoy of fifty sail and three armed vessels were dis- 
covered and chased, and t>vo merchant vessels captured by 
the Peterefs boats. The Peterel made all sail after the 
ships of war, tlien using every endeavour to escape ; and 
one, mounting fourteen guns, and also a 6-giin xebeck, per- 
ceiving the Mermaid beating uji towards them, ran on shore. 
The third — the French national 16 -gun brig Ligurienn^. 
lieutenant Pelabond — was brought to action by the Peterel : 
and after a running fight of an hour and a half"(in the course 
of which the Peterel was exposed to the fire of a 4-gun bat- 
tery) the brig struck her colours, being then about miles 
only from IViarseilles. The Peterel had no one Inirt, but the 
Ligiirienno had her commander and one seaman 'killed and 
two seamen wounded. The Xjigurienne was a very fine 
vessel, w'ell equipped, and in excellent repair, only. two years' 
old. She was f a^stened throughout with screw bolts, but was 
not purchased into the naval service. The ship, which was 
the Cerf, was totally wrecked ; but the xebeck, Lejoille, was 
got oil and was carried into Marseilles. Commander A usten 
vras promoted to post rank in the month of May folio wirm. 
The naval medal is awarded to the Peterel. ^ 

The squadron blockading Malta in the month ofMandi 
was in command of Captain Troxibridge, of the 74-gim sliip 
Culloden, who had under his orders the 64-gun ship Lion 
Captain Manley Dixon ; 80-gun ship Foudrovanb, Captain 

ship Alexander, Lieutenant 
Vmiam ilarrington, acting captain; and 36-gun frigate 
1 eneloj^e, Captain the Hon. Henry Blackwood, together with 
some smaller vessels. On the 30th, at llh. p.m., the French 
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80-gatii slup Guillaume Tell, Captain Saulnier, bearing the 
flag of Ilear-Acliniral DecriKs, weighed from Malta harbour, 
and put to sea with a fresli gale at south, in the hope of 
escaping unseen. At llh. 55m., however, she was discovered 
by the Penelope on the weather bow, coming down under a 
press of sail, with the wind on her starboard quarter, and 
Captain Blackwood immediately made the signal to the 
Vincego brig, Commander Ge#rge Long, to convey the in- 
telligence to ilie commodore, while the Penelope kept close 
to the Guillaume Tell. At 12h. 30ni. a.m. the Guillaume 
Tell being on the weather quarter, the Penelope tacked, and 
lutFing under the stem of the French ship, fired the larboard 
broadside ; tbcn wearing round, the Penelope recrosscd the 
Guillaume Tell, raking her with a starboard broadside. The 
French ship could only return this destructive fire from her 
stern guns, and the Penelope continued to harass the enemy 
with such effect that, just as the day dawned, the Guillaume 
TelFs main and mizen topmasts and the slings of her main- 
yard 'were shot awiiy. The frigate’s damages were veiy 
slight, and confined to her masts and sails ; but licr master, 
Henry Damerell, was killed, and Heniy W. Sibthorpe, mid- 
shipman, and two seamen, were wounded. 

.. At a little past 5h, a.m. the Lion gallantly ranged up to 
leeward of the Fiunch ship, and discharged her broadside 
wdth greart precision and effect ; she then luflbd across the 
bows of her opponent, and falling on board, carried away the 
Guillaume Tell’s jib-boom. In tliis position, aided ocoasion- 
ally by the Penelope, she continued for a quart(?r of an hour, 
at wdiich time the two ships swaiig clear, and the Lion, much 
cut up in lier rigging and sails, droj)ped astern, but still 
continued her fire. About 6h. the Foudroyant, under a press 
of sail, came up on the Guillaume Tells starboard side ; Sir 
Edward Berry hmling the French ship to suiTendei*, and at 
the same time poiudng in her powerful broadside. The 
request, however, was disregarded, and the Fremdi sliip 
returned the fire with so much effect, that her second broad- 
side shot away the Foudroyant’s fore-topmast, main-topsail- 
yard, jib-boom, and spiitsail-yard, and her courses were cut 
into shreds. Thus crippled, she dropped astern, leaving the 
Lion upon the Guillaume Tell’s larboard beam, and the 
Penelope on her quarter. At 6h. 30m. the French ship’s 
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main and mizen masts fell, and tlie Foudroyant, having 
cleared the 'wreck, soon resumed her position on the star- 
board quarter of the enemy. At 8h. the Guillaxime Tell’s 
foremast fell over her side, and she became an unmanageable 
hulk, rolling her low^-deck ports under water. At 8h. 20m., 
finding further resistance unavailing, the French flag — the 
honour of which had never been better sustained was 
bauled down. The Fo\idroyant's lower masts were badly 
wounded, and her mizenrnast so much injured, that it fell 
shortly after the close of the action. The Lion had suffered 
much aloft. 

The Foudroyant, out of a complement of 718 men and 
boys, had eight killed ; Captain Sir Edward Berry (slightly), 
Lieutenant J ohn A. Blow, Philip Bridge, boatswain, Edward 
West, Hon. GU'anville Proby, Thomas Cole, and Francis 
A. Collier, midslripmen, and lifty-eight seamen and marines, 
wounded. Tlie Lion, out of her crew of 300, had Hugh 
Roberts, midshipman, and seven seamen and marines killed, 
and Alexander Hood, midshipman, mid thirty-seven seamen 
and maiines wounded. The Penelope had one killed ami 
three wounded, as already stated, making the total loss 
amount to seventeen killed and 101 wounded. The Guillaume 
Toll had upwards of 200 killed and wounded in this he:roic 
defence. The perseveiing gallantry of Captain Blackwood, 
his officers, and crew, to which the Guillaume Tell owed her 
capture, deserves eveiy praise ; for had it not been for the 
Penelope’s knocking away the topmasts of the French ship, 
she would, in all probability, have escaped. Nor should tbn 
gallantry of Captain Dixon be forgotten. The Guillaume 
Tell was towed by the Penelope to Syracuse, and added to 
the British navy by the name of Malta, in which, except the 
Canopus, she was the largest two-decked ship. Tlie naval 
medal for the capture of the Guillaume Tell is given to the 
Penelope and Vincego, to the exclusion of the Lion and 
Foudroyant. 

On the 5th of April, a squadron, compiisiog the 7 4-gTm 
ship Leviathan, Captain James Carpenter, bearing the flag 
of R/car- Admiral Duckworth ; 74:-gun ship Swiftsure, Captain 
Benjamin Hallowell ; and 36-gun frigate 15merald, Captain 
Thomas M. Waller, fell in with a Spanish convoy of thirteen 
sail olf Cadiz, under the protection of throe fiigates. At 
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31i. A.M. on the 6th, the Emerald captured a ship mounting 
ten guns, with a crew of seventy men ; but at daybreak the 
convoy, with the exception of a brig which lay bec^med near 
the Emerald, had got out of sight. Lieutenant Charles M. 
Crregory, with the boats of the Leviatlmn and Emerald, was 
despatched to boiird the brig, and afb^ a sharj) contest of 
forty minutes, she was carried without loss on either side. 
She was called Los Anglese, and mounted fourteen guns and 
six swivels, with a crew of forty-six men. The British ships 
then proceeded in chase of three sail seen from the mast- 
head steering different courses ; and at daybreak on the 7th, 
the Ijeviatlian, after a stout resistance, captured the Spanish 
34-gun frigates El Carmen and Elorentina. The frigates 
together sustained a loss of fifty men killed and wounded. 
The piizes were ships of 900 tons, and were added to the 
British navy under the names of El Carmen and Florentine. 

On the 13th of Apiil, the cutter belonging to the lO^gun 
brig Calypso, Commander Joseph Baker, in charge of Wil- 
liam Buckley, master, being under Cape Tiburon, at llh. a.m., 
gallantly boardoMl and captured the French privateer 
schooner Liligente, mounting six guns, with a crew of 
thirty-nine men. ISTot withstanding a heavy fire of musketry 
was opened upon the boat as she approached, only one man 
was wounded. The Diligente had seven badly wounded. 

On the 21st of April, the hired 14-gun lugger Lark, Lieu- 
tenant Thomas H. Wilson, while cruising off the Texel, 
chased and drove on shore a large French cutter privateer. 
On the 25th, the Lark chased the French 14-gim cutter 
Iraprenable, which ran aground on the Vlie island, where 
her crew of sixty men maintained a spirited defence for 
about two hours, after which the crew of the privateer 
wore seen escaping to the shore, where they intrenched 
themselves behind some sand-hills. Sending the master, 
Thomas Geltins, to attack the party on shore, which had 
been keeping up a smart fire of musketry, Lieutenant 
Wilson, with the remaining boat, proceeded to board the 
cutter, which, in consequence of the successful attack of the 
master s party, he was enabled to boai'd and carry without 
loss. The cutter was got afloat and brought out. 

Genoa being in tbe possession of the French, and closely 
blockaded by the squadron under Vice-Admiral Lord Keitiv 
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frequent bombardments took place under the orders of 
Captain Philip Beaver, of the 28-gun frigate Aurora. The 
French suffering much injury from these repeated attacks, 
determined to capture the. vessels employed on the service, 
and fitted out a flotilla, consisting of one large galley, called 
the Prima (rowing fifty-two oars and mounting two long 
brass SG-poimders, besides smaller guns), an armed cutter, 
three settees, and several gun-boats. On the 20 th of May 
this flotilla attacked the Audacious, the shot from the galley 
hulling her several times, but at sunset took up a position 
under the guns of the two moles and the city bastions. The 
British boats, however, stood in-shore for the fourth time, to 
attack the town and sliipping, and at a little past midnight 
opened their fire. Tliis was returned by the batteries, but 
more especially by the Prima, which was by this time 
moored with chains close to the inside of the eastern mole- 
head. Captain Beaver, feeling the effect of her long guns, 
determined, if possible, to carry her by boarding ; and 
selecting ten boats, cariying about 100 officers and men, 
proceeded on this perilous service. In the darkness which 
prevailed, the boats fell in with a gun-boat, which com- 
menced firing upon them; hut without taking notice of this 
enemy, they dashed alongside the Prima. The gunwale of 
the galley projected three feet from the side, and tliis was 
surmounted by a strong bulwark, on the top of which 
blunderbusses and wall-pieces were fixed ; the oars also were 
hanked, and their looms or handles seoiii*ed down to the 
thwarts, and the crew available for her defence amounted to 
257 men, whicli, alarmed by the firing of the gun-boat, were 
all prepared for the attjxck. The Ilaai-lem’s boat, com- 
manded by J ohn Cahhvell, midshipman, jjushing undei* tlio 
oars, was the first to get alongside, an d boarded her on the 
stai’board side. Other boats quickly followed, and Captain 
Beaver, in the Minotaur’s cutter, and Lieutenant William 
Gibsoii, in tlie VestaFs launch, by means of the images over 
the rudder-head and on her quarters, gained a footing on 
the poop-deck, where a considerable number of French 
soldiers were stationed. A short but desperate struggle 
ensued, but it ended in the capture of the galley, which was 
very soon released from her moorings and in tow of the 
British boats. The galley slaves readily manned the oars, 
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ana, 111 me mexn of a tremendous fire of shot and shelly the 
Prima was conveyed in safety alongside the Minotaur. The 
loss was sliglit on tlie part of the galley, amounting only to 
one mmi killed and fifteen wounded ; and the British had 
only five men wounded. The Prima measured 159 feet in 
length, and in breadth twenty-three feet six inches. In her 
hold were thii'ty large brass swivels, intended to have been 
mounted on her poop and forecastle. 

On the 10th of June, as Bear-Admiral Sir John WaiTen, 
in the Itenown; with the Defence, Captain Lord Harry 
Paulet ; Fisgard and Unicom, frigates, Captains Thomas 
B. Martin and Philip Wilkinson, was cruising off the Pen- 
inarcks, the boats were sent away to attack a convoy of 
brigs and chasse-marees lying at St. Croix, laden with wine 
and provisions for the Brest fleet. Eight boats were 
selected for the service, two from each ship, in charge of 
Lieutenants Heniy Burke (Renown), William Dean, and 
Lieutenant of marinea Mark A. Gerard (Fisgard), Thomas 
Stamp (D(dence), and William Price (Unicom), the whole of 
which, quitted the Fisgard at llh. p.m. Having to row against 
a head-wind, the boats were prevented reaching the objects 
of their attack until after daylight on the llth, when, in the 
lace of a heavy battery, three armed vessels, and a continual 
dis^diarge of musketry from the shore, the British captured 
one gun-boat, two armed chasse-marces, and eight mei-chant 
vessels. The remainder escaped by running upon the rocks. 
This service was. attended by no other casualty than three 
senmen and one marine wounded. Besides the above-named 
officers, acting Lieutenant Henry Jane, and master’s mate 
John Fleming, and Lieutenant KlllogrivotF, of the Russian 
navy, are honourably mentioned. 

On the Isfc of July, Sir John Warren, having the same 
squadron (with the exception of the Unicorn) under his 
orders, received infonnation that a large convoy w’as at 
arichor under the island of Noirmoutier, determined on des- 
]:>atching the boats of the squadron to attempt its capture 
or destruction. Tlxe convoy was under the protection of 
the 20 -gun corvette Therese, a 12-gim lugger, armed cutter, 
atvd two schooners, each mounting six guns. These, togetJier 
with the convoy, were at anchor inside the sands, at tlie 
bottom of the bay, under cover of numerous batteries ai d 
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guns, planted in the best positions for defence. The boats 
having assembled alongside the Fisgard, departed, m soon as 
the night closed in, in three divisions, aaid altogether con- 
tained 192 ofiicers, seamen, and marines. The expedition 
w&fi commanded by Lieut. Henry Burke, of the Itenown, 
assisted by Lieut. William Dean (Fisgard), and Lieiits. of 
marines John Thompson, Charles H. Ballingall (Benown), 
Mark A. Gerard (Fisgard), and William Garrett and Hugh 
Hutton, of the Defence. At about midnight tlie boats, 
after a vexy obstinate i^esistance, captured the Therese and 
three of the armed vessels, together with fifteen sail of 
merchant ships, laden with com, flour, and other provisions 
and necessaries for the fleet in Brest. As the jxrizes coxxld 
not be brought ofl^ Lieutenant Bui'ke ordered them to be 
destroyed, which was eflectually done. Having performed 
this exploit without loss, the boats were returning to the 
ships ; but before getting out of reach of the batteries, they 
grounded on a sand-bank, and in ten minutes were left high 
and diy. In tliis helpless situation the party became ex- 
posed to an incessant fire from the forts, and also from 
about 400 soldiers. Kothing daunted by their perilous 
situation, pai't of the boats’ crew^s managed to get possession 
of one of the French row-boats, which still remained afloat, 
and in tliis vessel 100 olhcers and men succeeded in passing 
between and over the .sands, and reached thtur slii})s ; 
but ninety-two, including Lieutenants Burke, Thompson, 
and Ballingall, who wex^e wounded, were oj^iged to siu-ronder 
tliem selves prisoners. 

On the 6th of July, Captain Henry Inman, in the 32-gnn 
frigate Andromeda, having been intrusted with a squadron 
for the purpose of destroying some Fi'ench frigates lying in 
Dunkirk, despatched Commander Patrick Campbell, in the 
30-gun corvette Dart , the gun-brigs Biter and Boxer, 
Lieuts. Samuel jSTorman and Thomas Gilbert ; fire-ships 

’ Die Dart and Arrow were experimental vessels, built from the 
plans of Betitharn. They were sharp, both forward and aft, like a 
wheny, and Bailed very fast in fine weather ; their rig was peculiar, 
and altogether they were perfect originals. The armament of the Dart 
w«aa thirty carronadcs, 32-poiuiders, fitted on the non-recoil principle, 
wliich, whatever might have been its disadvantages, enabled the men to 
load and fire with great celerity. Her complement w^as only 120 men. 
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Wasp, Falcon, Comet, and Eosario, Commanders John 
EdAvards, Henry S. Butt, Thomas Leef, and James Carthew, 
together with cutters and small craft, on this service. The 
Haii; and, squadron made sail in- shore, and at midnight got 
sight of the 24'-pounder 44-gun frigate. Poursuivante, and 
40^-gun frigates Carmagnole, D^sir^e, and Incorruptible, 
moored in line ahead. The Dart, on approaching the outer- 
most frigate, Avas hailed and asked from whence she came : to 
which Captain Campbell replied, De Bordeaux.” They next 
desired to know what the vessels astern were ; but Captain 
Campbell answered — ^the Dart having by this time passed her 
— ^‘ Je ne sais pas.” Determined to do the work effectually, 
the Dart continued her course for the inside frigate, and 
passed on unmolested until abreast of the third frigate, 
which fired a broadside. This salute the Dart returned 
from her fLf<:een doul)le-shotted carronades, and, qxiickly 
reloading, pre|.>ared for the next ship. Having the cable 
passed affe, the anchor was let go, which brought her up by 
the stern ; but not before she had run the Desiree on board, 
her jib-boom passing under the frigate’s forestay. The first 
lieutenant (James M^Dermeit), at the head of about fifty 
seamen and marines, immediately sprang upon, the frigate’s 
forecastle, and in a short time the British sailors were in 
possession of the deck. Lieutenant M^Dermeit was badly 
Avounded in the arm, and the French, numbering 200 or 300, 
observing tbe small munber of the British, were about to 
rally, Avben Lieutenant W. J. Pearce, with a second division 
of boarders, being sent to their assistance, speedily reduced 
the enemy to subjection. In fifteen minutes from the com- 
mencement, the cables of the Dtisiine were cut and the shij> 
underway ; and this dashing exploit was j^erformed with 
the loss of one seaman killed, and Lieutenant M^Dermeit, 
James Hall, master’s mate, and nine seamen and marines 
Avoimded. The loss on board the Desiree was computed at 
100 killed and Avounded. While the Dart was attacking 
the Desiree, the hired armed cutters Kent and Ann, Lieuts. 
Ilobei*t B. Cooban and EObert B. Young, spiritedly engaged 
several French gun-boats, in which both had one man 
wounded. The gun-brig Biter had her commander wounded 
on the same service. The fire-^ships were admirably con- 
ducted, and were not abandoned until completely in flamea 
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Commander Thomas Leef and one seaman were wounded 
by the explosion of tbe Comet. The frigates, however, cut 
their cables and avoided them. The Desiree was got over 
the bar with sofne difficulty, and being, a fine new ship of 
1,015 tons, was added to the British navy, and was soon 
afterwards commissioned by Captain Inman. Commander 
Campbell, being posted, w^as appointed to the 20-gun ship 
Ariadne, Lieutenant M'^Demieit was promoted on the 
17th of July following, but did not long enjoy his rank, as 
liis name disappears from the list of 1802. Mr. Hall was 
promoted in August, 1801. The naval medal ha.s been 
granted for this action. 

On the 25tli of July, at 61i. p.m., the Danish 18-pounder 
40-gun frigate Freya, Captain Krabbe, in charge of a convoy, 
was fallen in with, in the North Sea, by the 28-guii frigate 
Nemesis, Captain Thomas Baker, iiaviiig a squadron in 
coijaj)any. Captmn Krabbe relxising to allow any of the 
ships under his convoy to be searched, and having fired upon 
a boat sent aAvay with that intention, the Nemesis and 
Arrow sloop opened fire upon the Danish frigate, and after 
a short action, in which the Nemesi.s and Arrow had each 
two men killed, the Freya hauled down her coloux's, having 
suffered a similar loss. This action was the ostensible cause 
of the rupture with the northern powers. 

On the 26th of July, Lieutenant Jeremiah Coghlan 
(acting), coinmanding the 10-gun cutter Vip'er, attached to 
the squadron of Sir Fid ward Pellew, watching Port Louis, 
proposed to cut out a French gun-brig, mounting three long 
24*pounder3 and four 6-pounders, moored, with springs on 
her cables, within pistol-shot of three batteries, and within 
a mile of a French seventy-four and two frigates. Per- 
mission being gi'anted, Liemtoiiant Coghlan was intrusted 
with a ten-oared cutter, manned by twelve volunteers from 
the squadron, to which he added Silas Hiscutt Paddon, 
midshipman, and six seamen, from tlie Yiper, in all twenty 
men. Another boat from the Amethyst and one from the 
Yiper accompanied them. As they approached, it was dis- 
covered that the brig was fully pre])ared ; but, although the 
other boats were a great way astern, the lieutenant pushed 
on and boarded the brig on the quarter. Owing to the 
extreme darkness of the night, the leader jumped into a 
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trawl net, which was hung up to ciiy, and while thus 
entangled was wounded in the thigh by a pike ; several of 
his men were also woimded, and the whole, after much 
severe fighting, forced back into their boat.* Having hauled 
fui*ther ahead, another attempt was made, but the boarders 
were a second time repulsed. The third attempt was more 
successful ; and tlie Cerb^re -was carried, with the loss, out 
of a crew of eighty-seven, of six men killed and twenty — 
including all her officers— wounded. Lieutenant Coghlan 
and Mr, Paddon were both severely wounded, the former in 
two, and the latter in six places, and one seaman was killed 
a,nd eight wounded. The other boats now joining, took the 
prize in tow, and brought her out under a heavy but in effectual 
fire from the batteries. Mr. Coghlan, althmigh he had not 
served the prescribed time, was confirmed in his rank, and 
the officers and men of the squadron bearing testimony to 
the extreme gallantry of the affidr, generously relinquished 
all claim to the prize in favour of those immediately con- 
cerned in her capture. The naval medal has been awarded 
for the above splendid achievement. 

On the 4th of August, the 64-gun ship Belliqueux, Cap- 
tain Eowley Bulteel, being ofi’ the coast of Bi’azil with a 
fleet of outwar<I-l)ound Esxst Indiamen under her protection, 
fell in with the French 40-gnn frigate Concorde, Commodore 
J. F. Landolphe ; 36-gun IHgates Medee and Franchise, 
Captains J. I>. Ooudln and Pierre J uiien, and a prize 
schooner tender. At 7h. the French squadron stood towards 
the convoy ; but at noon, having aj>proaclied within a few 
miles, the warlike appearance of the ships induced the 
French to bear up under all sail, steering difierent courses. 
The Belliqueux chased the Concorde, and directed the 
Indiamen — Exeter, Captain Hfinry Menton, with the Bom- 
bay Castle, Coutts, and IsTcptuiie, Captains John Hamilton, 
Bobert Torin, and Nathaniel Spans — ^to pursue the Medee. 
The Concorde was overtaken and captured by the Belliqueux 
at oh. 30m. p.m., after a short resistance. At 7h. p.m., the 
Exeter ranging up alongside the M6d6e, with all her ports 
up, Capttiin Meriton demanded the surrender of the frigate. 
This demand, to the infinite surprise of Captain Menton, 
was complied with, the French Cixptain believing his frigate 
to be under the guns of a line-of-battle ship, and con- 
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sidering any attempt at defence fruitless. The Franchise 
escaped. 

On the morning of the 20th of August, the 18-pounder 
38-gun frigate Seine, Captain David Milne, being in the 
Mona Passage, chased the French 18-pounder 40-gun frigate 
Vengeance, Captain Pichot. The French frigate being un- 
able to weather Cape Raphael, bore up and made all sail, 
followed by the Seine. At llh. 30m. P.M.,the Seine hrouglit 
the Vengeance to action, but being much cut up in saiJ i and 
rigging, dropped astern, nor could she regain her position 
until 8h. .A.M. on the 21st. Having succeeded in getting 
alongside the Vengeance, a close action, commenced, which 
continued until lOh. 30m., when the French 'frigate, having 
lost her fore and mizon masts and main-topmasts, all of 
whicli fell on board, and being much shattered in her hull, 
surrendered. The Seine lost none of her spars, but her 
mainmast was badly wounded. Her loss, out of 281 men 
and boys, amounted to Lieutenant George Milne and twelve 
seamen killed, and the master, Andrew Bai'clay, Lieutenant 
of mariiK^s A rchibald Macdonald, — Home, captain’s clerk, 
and twenty-three seamen and marines wounded. The Ven- 
geance, out of a crew of 326 men, liad tliiity killed and 
seventy wounded. The Vengeance was a fine ship of 1,180 
tons, and was added to the British navy under the siinie 
name. The first lieutenant of the Seine, Edward Ohetham, 
was ju’omoted to the rank of comniander, on the 7tli of 
November following. The naval medal is awarded for the 
al>Dve action. 

On the 21th of August, the Fx*ench 40-gun frigates Diane 
and Justice sailed from Valetta, hoping to evade the block- 
ading force, but were quickly perceived by the .squadron 
under Captain Oeorge Martin, and Captain Shuldhain Peard, 
in tlie 3 2 -gun frigate Success, c1os(.hI with the Diane, and 
compelled Wr to sun-ender. The Diane had only 114 men 
on boaixi when she commenced the action, which accounts for 
her trifling resistance. The Justice eflected her escape. The 
piize, a flne ship of 1,140 tons, was added to the navy 
under the name of Niobe. 

On the 29th of August, Lieutenant Homy Burke, still of 
the Renown, being released from I’rench prison, wa.s 
favoured wdth another opportunity of divstinguisliing him- 
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self. As the squadron of Sir John "Warren was pjissiDg 
along the Spanish coast, a ship was observed running into 
Kio, and this vessel having sheltered herself under the 
batteries near Redondella, Vigo Bay, it was determined to 
cut her out. Lieutenant Burke was accordingly intrusted 
with twenty boats belonging to the squadron, with which he 
proceeded to the attack. At -a littJe j)a^ midnight, the 
boats were observ^ed in tlieir approach by the enemy, which 
was the Spanish 18-gun privateer Gu^pe, having a crew of 
1 60 men, who gave a cheer, to show they were prepared for 
the attack. The boats, however, dashed on, and in fifteen 
minutes the Gu%)e was carried, with the loss to the British 
of three seamen and one marine killed ; and Lieutenants 
Burke, John H. Holmes, and Joseph Noui'se (of the Coura- 
geiix), twelve seamen, and five marines, wounded. The 
Guepe had twenty-five men killed, her commander (mortally) 
and thirty-nine wounded. Lieutenant Burke was most 
deservedly promoted to the rank of commander immediately 
afterwards. The naval medal is awarded for this action to 
those present in the boats of the Ilenown, Impotueux, 
London, Courageux, Amethyst, Stag, Amelia, Brilliant, and 
Cynthia. 

On the Jth of September, the fortress of Valetta and its 
dependencies capituiatod ; and on the sain day Malta was 
taken possession of by the British forces, under Major- 
General Pigott and Captain George Martin. In the ])ort were 
the 64-gun ships Athenien and Dego, and the frigate Car- 
thagenaise. The Athenien was added to the British navy. 

On the 3rd of September, the 74-gun ship Minotaur, 
Captain Thomas Louis, and frigate Niger, armed en jluie^ 
Commander James Hillyar, being oil Barcelona, perceived 
the S})amsh 22-gun corvettes Esmeralda and Paz at anchor 
in the rofids. It being determined to cut tliem out, eight 
boats, under Gomrnauder Iliilyar, assisted by Lieuteruints 
Charles ]\L Schomberg and Thomas Warrand ; James Ileid, 
master, and Lieutenant of marines Jolui Jewel, and Midship- 
men James Lowry and Piohiu'd S, Maly, proceeded towards 
the shore at 8h. p.m. As they approaclied, the Esmeralfhi 
fired her broadside ; but before she could reload, the boats 
were alongside, and she was boarded and gallaiitly carried. 
As soon as the cheers of the boarding party announced the 
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surrender of the Esmeralda, the Paz cut her cables and 
endeavoured to run ashore ; but the boats reached her before 
she could effect tliis, and the Paz also was brought out, not- 
withstanding a heavy fire from four batteries, ten gun-boats, 
and two schooners, and a fort on an eminence, which threw 
shells. The loss amounted to two seamen and one marine 
billed, James Reid (master of the Minotaur) and four seamen 
wounded The^ Spaniards bad four killed and twenty-one 
wounded. The^ Esmeralda and Paz were laden with pro- 
visions and stores. 

On the 13th of September, the Dutch authorities at 
Cura<;oa sent a deputation to Captain Fi’ederick AVatkins, of 
the Nerc'ide, claiming the protection of England from the 
Fi'ench revolntionaiy party in possejssion of the west end of 
tlie island, and Cura^oa was surrendered in due form to his 
Britannic majesty by the governor. Pre\iouB]y to this event, 
Amsterdam had been closely watched by tlie frigate, and also 
by the 8-gun schooner Active, Lieutenant Michael Fitton 
acting. This vessel was stationed close to the luirbour, off 
which were lying, moored under Fort Piscadera, five or six 
French pAvateers, the position of which was too strong to 
wm-rant a regular attack. Lieutenant Fitton, however, 
having observed that it was the custom of the officers to 
repair on sliore at a certain hour to dine at the fort, de^ter- 
mined to create a little amusement, which, owing to his 
paltry force, was all he could expect to do. Matiing the 
time wdien the boats quitted the privateers, the Active, under 
all sail, ran into the harbour, and having got close to the 
privateers, brought to, and fired two or three broadsides in 
(jiiick succession right into iheir sterns. Instantly all was 
bustle, the fort was quickly manned ; but Lieutenant Fitton, 
having secured a fair wind out, remained as long as the Siifety 
of Ids vessel permitted, and continued to fire upon the 
privateers, and also iippu the boats recon veyiug the officers 
from the fort to the vessels. The forts quickly opened upon 
the little schooner, but the ai'tillerists did not .succeed in 
hulling her. Her sails, however, were much cut, and the 
shot frequently dashed the spray upon tlie vessel’s dock. 

On the 8th of October, the 4-pouiider 10-gun schooner 
Gipsy, tender to the Leviathan, Lieutenant Coryndoii Boger, 
had a smart action ofi' Guadaloupe with the French sloop 
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Qiddproqiio, of four long 8-pounders and ninety-eiglit ruen, 
principaily soldiers, commanded by M. Tourpie. After an 
engagement of an hour and a half, the sloop surrendereft, 
having her captain and four semnen killed, and eleven 
'vvoimded. The Gipsy had three seamen killed, and Lieu- 
tenant Boger and nine wounded. 

On the 27th of October, four boats belonging to the 
38-giin frigate Phaeton, Ca]!)tain James Nicoll Monis, under 
the orders of Lieutenant Francis Beaufort, assisted by Lieu- 
tenant George Huish, Lieutenant of marines Duncan Camp- 
bell, and Midshipmen Augustus B. P. P. Hamilton and 
Anthony 0. Stanton, proceeded to the attack of the Spanish 
14-gun ])olacre San Josef, lying under the pratection of five 
guns on the fortress of Fuengirola, near Malaga. The launch 
being unable to keep up with the barge and cutters, the latter 
three, at 5h. a.m. on the 28th, under a heavy fire of musketry, 
boarded, and, in spite of a desperate resistance, carried the 
polacre. The boats wei'e also fired at by a French piivateer 
schooner, which had entered the roadstead unseen. One sea- 
man was killed, and Lieutenant Beaufort (severely), Lieu- 
tenant Campbell, Mr. Hamilton, and one seamaif wounded. 
TJie San J osef, whose crew comprised thii’ty-four seamen and 
twenty-two soldiers, had nineteen men wounded. The prize 
WES commissioned as a British sloop of war, and named tlie 
Calp6. Lieutenant Beaufort was promoted to the rank of 
conimander in November A naval medal has been granted 
for this exploit. ‘ 

On the 13th of November, at daylight, the 16* gun schooner 
Milbrook, Lieutenant Matthew Smith, being off Oporto, 
discovered the Bellone, French privateer, of thirty guns. By 
the aid of her sweeps, the Milbrook closed, and ait 8h. a.m. 
commenced the action with this formidable enemy. Lieu- 
tenant Smith was induced to seek this unequal contest 
in order to test the efficiency of the Milbrook’s aimament, 
wliieh. consisted of 1 8-pouiider carronjides, on the non-recoil 
principle. The action was fought within musket-shot, and 
so rapid and efiective was the fire from the British schooner, 
that at lOh. the Bellone’s colours were hauled down. The 
Milbrook, however, had received much damage, and not 
having a boat that would swim, was unable to take possession 
of her prize ; and the Bellone, availing herself of a light air 
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of 'wintl, niade sail, and, telioistii)g her colours, escaped. Out 
of forty-seveu men, the Milhrook had eight seamen and one 
tnarine severely wounded ; and Thomas Fletcher, master, 
J. Pariter, surgeon’s mate, and one. seaman, slightly wounded. 
The Bellone was armed witir long 8-pounders on the naain 
deck, and six brass 36-pounder carronades on her (piai'ter- 
deck and forecastle, with a crew of 250 men ; of w^hich 
number twenty were killed, and forty-live wounded, including 
her captain. Lieutenant Smith was promoted to the rank of 
commander in February, 1801, and the merchants of Oporto, 
to mark their sense of liis gfdlantry, presented him with a 
piece of plate, value ^50. 

On the 17th of November, the 74-gun ship Captain, Cap- 
tfdn Sir Pichard Strachan, and frigate Magicienne, Captain 
\yilli»am Ogilvy, with the cutter Nile and luggei’ Suw'aiTow% 
Lieutenants George Argies and dames Nicholson, while 
cruising near the Morbihan, clnised into Port Navalo the 
French 20-gun corvette Bcolaise. In the evening, the boats 
of the squadron, under Lieutenant William Hennah, assisted 
by Lieutenants Charles Clyde and Richard W. Clarke, pi*o- 
ceeded to the attack of the corvette. The boats approached, 
in spite of a heavy lire from all sides of the sliore, and, after 
a sliort stiTiggle, the Reolaise w’as ca])tured. The prize was 
set on fire and destroyed. One seaman killed and seven 
wounded, was the loss sustained by tlio British. On the 7tli 
of December, the cutters Nile and Lurcher, Lieutenants 
‘ George Argies and Robert Forbes, dispersed and captured 
part of a French convoy in Quiberon Bay, 

On the 10th of December, the 16-giin brig Admiral 
Pasley, Lieutenant Charles I. Nevin, was captured off Ceuta' 
by two large Spanish gun-boats, jxl'ter a veiy gallaiit defence, 
in which she had three seamen killed, and lieutenant 
Nevin, Mi*. Gibbs, master, and eight seamen w^'ornuied. 
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The Bortherii powers, taking umbrage at tbe right of 
search practised by British cruisers, formed an alliaiico, and 
Iiaviiig assiruied a menacing attitude, rendered a corre- 
sponding ineasui’e on the paidi of the British government 
imperative. In February, Spain and Portugal joined the 
confederate nations, arid England, single-handed, was at wru’ 
with the world. 

On the 3‘*d of January, five boats from the 38-guii frigate 
Melpomene, Captfiin Sir Charles Hamilton, under the orders 
of Lieuts. Thomas Dick and WiUiain Palmer, with Lieut, of 
marines William Yivyaii, and Lieut. Christie, of the African 
corps, proceeded to attack the French 18-gim brig Senegal 
and a schooner, in the Senegal Biver. At Oh. 30iu. p,m., the 
boats left the Melpomene, and pulled in safety through a 
surf which bi^)ke heavily on the bar, unseen from the batteiy 
at the point, and at llh. 10 in. arrived witliin a few yards of 
the brig’s bows. The brig, on discovering their aj>proach, 
opened fire from her bow guns, and at the first disdiarge 
killed Lieutenant Palmer and seven men, and two boats 
were sank. The I’Cmaining three boats dashed on, boai-ded 
the brig, and, after a very hard fight of twenty minutes, 
earricxl the enemy, on board which were sixty men, com- 
manded by Citizen Benou. The schooner cut her cable and 
took Blieltcr under a batteiy on the 'south side of the river. 
The brig was got under sail; but owing to an ebbing tide 
and a want of knowledge of the river, sh(3 gi'ounded on the 
bai', and it was found necessary to quit her. After pulling 
through a very heavy surf, exposed to a lire of grape and 
luusketiy from the shore, the boats regained the Melpomene. 
The brig was soon up to her gunwales in the quicksand, and 
totally destreyed The loss amounted to Limits. Palmer and 
‘Yivyun, Bobert Main, midshipman, six seanien, one numne, 
and a corporal of the African corps, killed; and Lienfc. 
Christie, john llendrie, master’s mate, Bobert .Dailing, 
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surgeon’s inate^ ten seamen, and five marines, wounded : 
total, eleven killed, and eighteen wounded. 

On the evening of the 17th of Jammiy, the French 
schooner Eclair, mounting foxir long guns and twenty swivels, 
with a crew of forty-five men, having anchored under the 
protection of two batteries at Trois Kivieres, Guadaloiipe, 
the Garland tender, accompanied by the boats of tlie 20-giin 
ship Daphne, Captain llichard Matson, 18-gun ship-sloops 
Cyaiie and Hornet, Commanders Henry Matson and J ames 
FTash, xmder the command of Lieuts. Kenneth Mackenzie 
and iVancis Peachey, proceeded to cut her out. The Gar- 
land, having on hoard Lieutenant Peacliey, together with 
twenty-five seamen and marines, however, undertook the 
business alone ; and having succeeded at dajdight on the 
18th in getting alongside the Eclair, after a short striiggle 
captured her, with the loss of two men killed and thretJ 
wounded. The Eclair was a fine vessel of 145 tons, and was 
added to the British navy as a 12-gun schooner. 

On the 20th of January, the 28-gun frigate Mercury, 
Captain Thomas Bogers, captured off Sardinia, after a nim? 
hours’ chase, the French corvette Sans-Pareille, mounting 
eiglitecn brass 8-pounders and two 36-pounder carixmades. 
The Sans-Pareille made no resistance. Slie was laden with 
shot, arms, (fee., for the Frencli array in Egy})t, 

On the 2Gth of January, the French 36-gun frigate D6- 
daigneuse was chased off Cape Finisterre by the 12-pouiider 
36-gun frigate Oiseau, Captain Samuel Hood Linzee. The 
frigates Siiius and Amethyst, Captains llichard King and 
John Cooke, joined in the ])iirsuit, and the Dedaigneuse was 
oajitured, after a running fight of forty minutes, in which 
she had twenty men killed and wounded. Tlie ^nze 
measured 900 tons, and was added to the British navy under 
her French name. 

The Active, whose adventure Under Fort Piscadei’a we 
have just related,^ having returned to Jamaica/was found to 
need a thorough repair, which would occupy some con- 
siderable time] and Lieutenant Fitton, in order to keep his 
crew together, obtfdned permission from Bear-Admiral 
Duckworth to fit out temporarily one of the Actives prizes, 

^ See page 15, 
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to cruise in while the tender was repairing. The vessel 
selected was a Spanish felucca of about fifty tons burden, and 
exceedingly shallow, but in fine weather sailed fast. Her 
armament consisted of a long 12>pounder giin on a pivot, 
which, by means of a screw, was raised from or lowered into 
the hold. Having with difficulty crammed the crew into 
this crazy vessel, Lieutenant Fitton put to sea in January, 
and stood over to the Spanish main, where he succeeded in 
capturing and destroying several Spanish privateers and 
small crjifb, w^hich had for a long time infested the commerce 
of the islands. A succession of bad weather, together with 
the leaky state of the felucca’s deck, having caused much 
sickness on board, Lieutenant Fitton took possession of a 
small key near Point Canoe, where he landed his sick, and 
endeavoured to remedy some of the defects of his vessel. 
These, however, were for the most part in*emecliable : her 
rigging and sails were rotten, and he possessed no store 
either of canvass or rope ; but as the felucca’s sails were 
larger than necessary, Lieutenant Fitton, by altering the rig 
more into that of a lugger, reduced them, and from the can- 
vass saved he made sail-twine, and repaired the sails. Thus 
refitted, the felucca quitted the key and stood over towards 
Porto Bello, in the liope of making a prize of some vessel 
which should be more seaworthy, and which w'ould carry 
himself and crew back to Jamaica. 

On the 23rd of January, early in the morning, being off 
Cape Eosaiio, a schooner was discovered in-shore, which 
made sail towards the felucca; but the latter allowed the 
schooner to close before showing any hostile intention. The 
stranger was the Spanish guarda costa Santa Maria, mounting 
six (but pierced for ten) long 6-poiinders and ten swivels, 
with a crew of sixty men, commanded by Don J osef Corei ; 
which, having approached within musket-shot to windward, 
hauled up, and suspecting the character of the felucca, refiised 
a closer contact. Lieutenant Fitton’s intention was to 
board; but being denied an opportunity, he could only resort 
to his gun, which, being raised from the hold, was discharged 
with such quickness and precision, that, after thirty minutes’ 
mutual cannonading, the Santa Maria crowded sail for the 
Isle of Varus, closely followed by the British vessel. To 
cscaj)e her perseveiing adversary, the Santa Maria at length 
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ran ashore, and in a few minutes the felucca grounded 
within a few yards of her. The Spanish crew still keeping 
up a galling fire of musketry, Lieutenant Fitton, having no 
boat, gallantly jumped overboard with his sword between his 
teeth, and, followed by several of his crew, swam to the 
schooner, and after much resistance, gained possession of the 
vessel. By means of the anchors and cables of the prize, 
the felucca (having first thrown her gun overboard) was hove 
ofi‘; and as the inhabitants were assembling in great num- 
bers on the shore, and annoying the crew with musketry, it 
was found necessary to destroy the schooner. After allowing 
her crew to land, and taking from her all that could be 
removed, she was set on fire. In this affair, the tender had 
two seamen killed and five wounded. Many in the sick-list, 
6n hearing the order given to boai‘d, unmindful of the 
doctor’s injunctions, quitted their hammocks and jumped 
overboard with the rest, but being excessively weak, 
were with difficulty preserved from drowning. The loss of 
the guarda costa, as owned to by her officers, amounted to 
five men killed and nine wounded, including her commander, 
very badly. Having effected this gallant service, Lieutenant 
Fitton^ made sail for Jamaica, and arrived in Black lliver 
on the fourth day, with scarcely a gallon of water on board. 

On the 29th of January, the 24-gun ship Bordelais, Cap- 
tain Thomas Manby, while off* Barbadoes, was chased hy two 
French national brigs and a schooner. At sunset, the Bor- 
dehxis having shortened sail, the Curieux, of eighteen long 
8-pounders, Captain Badelet, Mutine, of sixteen long 
6-pounders, and schooner Esperanco, of six 4-pounders, got 
within range. At 6h. p.m., the Bordelais having wore round, 
brought the Curieux to action within half pistol-shot ; which 
was maintained by the brig for thfrty minutes, her consorts 
having abandoned her at the onset. The brig, finding the 
3 2 -pounders of the Bordelais too much for her, was compelled 
to surrender, after having had fifty men killed and wounded, 

* At the peace which followed at the end of this year, this dashing 
officer returned to England ; and although he had been acting for about 
BIX years, in csach of which he had seen much service, the Admiralty, in 
consequence of some infortnality in his acting order, refused to confirm 
him in the rank of lieutenant ! — and ho afterwards served near two years 
bef<>re this rank was confeired upon him. 
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mcluding the captain, who had both legs shot off, and who 
only sundved a few hours. The Bordelais had one man 
killed, and lieut, Bobert Barrie, James Jones, master’s 
iaat<?, John Lions, midshipman, and four seamen wounded. 
The Curieux foundered at 8h. p.M . ; and midshipmen Spence 
and Auckland, with five seamen of the Bordelais, peiished 
in her, along with a great portion of the wounded. 

On the 31st of Jaiiuar}’’, a squadron, consisting of tho 
following ships, arrived in Marmorice Bay, on the coast of 
Karamania. 

Admiral liord Keith, K.B. (blue 
Captain Philip Beaver 
,, William Young 
Rear-Adm. Sir R. Bickorton, Bt. (whitei 
Captain William Hope 
„ Hon. A. Inglis Cochrane 

,, Thomas Louis 

„ George Martin 

„ Sir ■\Vin. Sidney Smith 

,, Benjamin Hallo well 

with frigates, flutes, and transports, amounting in all to 
seventy sail, having on board 1 6,000 troops, under General 
Sir lialph Abercromby. This fleet sailed from Marmorice, 
and reached Alexandria on the 1st of February, and on the 
same day anchored in Aboukir Bay; but a succession of 
northerly gales had caused so heavy a swell, that the dis- 
embarkation was delayed until the 8th, 

At 3h. A.M. on this day the signal was made for the boats, 
in number 320, to assemble near the Monde vi. Captain John 
Stewart, anchored about a gun-shot from the shore ; and at 
Oh, A.M. the flotilla, formed in a double line abreast, with the 
accuracy of a column of soldiers, pulled steadily tow:ards the 
shore, flatiked at each end by gun-boats and an armed cutter, 
llie whole were under the direction of Captain Cochrane, of 
the Ajax, assisted by Captains James Stevenson (Europa), 
George Scott (Stately), J ohn Larmour (Diadem), Charles 
Apthorp (Druid), and John Morrison (Thisbe), and by the 
several agents of transports. The launches, containing the 
fleld artillery, as well as a detachment of seamen to coroperate 
with the army, were under the direction of Captain Sir 
Sidney Smith, assisted by Commanders Peter Ilibouleau 


Guns. Ships. 

SO Foudroyant 

Kent 

Ajax 

74 - Minotaur 

Northumberland 

Tigre 

\.Swiftsure 
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(Astrea)f David Oliver Criiion (Eunts), John G. Saville (Ex- 
periment), John Biirn (Blonde), and James Hillyar (Niger), 
The bomb-vessels Tmrtarus and Fury, Commanders Thomas 
Hand and [Richard Curry, were placed at the ])roper distance 
for throwing shells 3 and the sloops Peterel, Cameleon, and 
Minorca, Commanders Charles Inglis, Edward O’Bryen, and 
George Miller, w'ere moot'ed close to the beach, with their 
broadsides bearing upon it. The battalion of marines ap- 
pointed to act with the army was commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Walter Smith. 

The French troops assembled to dispute the landitig 
amounted to about 7,000 men, under General Friant,* which 
were formed behind the sand-hills ; and on a steep hill a 
battery of fifteen pieces of heavy ai*tiilery was advantageously 
placed, and field-pieces and mortars were planted with equal 
skill. As the boats approached the shore, a very destruc- 
tive cannon^ide w^as opened fi’om the guns on tlu) heights, 
and also from the castle of Aboukir, to which was soon added 
a constant roar of nuisketry, as well as grape-shot from, the 
sand-hills. Tlie boats, however, moved on in excellent order, 
and in a short time the troops were diseinl)ai^ed on the 
beach, and quickly dashed on at the enemy, wliich, after a 
sha\'p contest, were driven from their position. The boats 
returned for the second division 3 and before the evening of 
the. 9th, the whole many, together Vith their stores and 
provisions, were landed. 

Sir Sidney Smith was then detached, with 1,000 seamen, 
to serve with the army, which with their usual energy, under 
their daring leader, dragged cannon up the heights. The 
loss sustained on the whole, including that occasioned by 
landing the troops, amounted to twenty-two men killed, and 
Lieutenants John Bray (Stately), George Thomas (Europa), 
and Francis Collins (Dolphin); [Richard Ogleby, master’s 
mate (Charon); John Finchley (Swiftsure), John Donellan 
(Iphigenia), and Edward [Robinson (Dictator), nudsliipmen 
(the latter mortally), and sixty-three seamen, wounded. The 
army had, on the same occasion, 124 killed and 585 
wounded. 

On the 12th of Februaiy the British army moved forward, 
and on the 13th a battle was fought, in which the seamen 
and marines took a very distinguished })art, and Mr. Wright 
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(mid'filiipman) and five seamen were killed, and nineteen 
seamen woniided; and Lieuts. of marmes PanL Hussey and 
Jobn Xiinzee Spea, and twenty-two were killed; and Slajor 
William Minto, Captain E.obert Torkington, Lieuts. John 
Perry and George Peebles, two sergeants, and twenty-nine 
privates, wounded. The army had 186 killed and 1,135 
wounded. For the subsequent operations of the Britisli 
array, and the death of Sir Ralph Abercromby^ we must 
refer our readers to our military historians. A naval medal 
has been gi'anted to those who participated in this arduotis 
.service. 

The 32-gun frigate Success, Captain Shiildliam Peard, was 
captained on the 13th of February by a French squadron 
under M. Ganteaume. 


On the 18th of February, the 18-gun sloop Penguin, Com- 
luander Robert Mansel, being in lat. 28° 24' north, Ion. 
1 8^ 1 7' west, on her way to the Capo of Good Hope with 
despatches, di.scovered three ships on her weather quarter, 
bearing west-north-we.st, the leading one a corvette, ha\dng 
twelve ports of a side. The corvette, at a little past noon, 
edged off the wind to close the Penguin, which in the mean- 
while had sliortened sail, and gofe ready to receive her. But 
a nearer a})proach induced the French commander to alter 
his design, and he tacked to rfyoin his consorts. The Pen- 
guin also tacked, and at 5h. lOm. anived within gun-sliot of 
the corvette, which then, with her companions, fired a shot 
and hoisted French coloiira After much manceuvring, the 
largest of the enemy’s ships (apparently a store-ship) appeared 
to meditate running the British bilg on board; but a well- 
directed broadside from the latter caused this ship to let fly 
her top-gallant sheets, and haul down her colours. Captain 
Mansel, without waiting to take possession of a beaten 
e/iiemy, hauled to the wind in pursuit of the corvette, and at 
7h. 45m. was on the point of renewing the engagement when 
lier fore-topmast went over the side, on wdiich the corvette 
bore up to attack her, and a very spirited action ensued. 
The engagement lasted till 8h. 30m. when the corvette 
again hauled to the wind, and discontinued the action. The 
damages to the sails and rigging of the Penguin, in conse- 
quence of the description of missile fired from the corvette’s 
guns (iron bars about twelve inches in length), were very 
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great ; but having repaired them, and got up another top- 
mast, she again made sa^l in chase, and at daylight on the 
19th regained sight of them; but all three succeeded in 
reaching Tenerifie. The Penguin’s loss, in consequence of 
tlie high firing of the corvette, was one man killed and a few 
wounded. 

On the 19th of February, at 4h. p.m., the 18-pounder 
30-gun frigate Phoebe, Captain Roboit Barlow, when about 
two lesi-gues to the eastward of Gibraltar, working up for that 
place, with the wind at west, di8covei*ed a ship under a press 
of sail steering to the eastward. The Phoebe immediately 
hove about, and made sail after the stranger, and at 7h. 30m., 
by good sailing, aiTived up on the larboard (Quarter, and fired 
a gun £us a signal for her to' heave to. The stranger, which 
was the French 40-gun frigate Africaine, Commodore Baul- 
nier, from llocliefort, bound to Egypt, having on board 400 
troops, finding an action, inevitable, shortened sail, and hauled 
up on the larboard tack. The Pheebe also hauled up to 
windward, and the two ships being abreast of each other, 
engaged witli great spirit until 9h. 30m., when the Africaine,' 
having her decks covered with killed ami wounded, and her 
masts, sfuls, and rigging very much damaged, with five feet 
wxiter in the hold, struck her colours. The carnage on board 
the Africaine was terrific. Of her crew and troops — together 
715 pei’sons— she had Commodore Saulnier, a brigadier- 
general, three surgeons (killed in the cockpit), ten ofiicers, 
and 185 seamen and soldiers, killed ; and General Desforneaux, 
two generals of brigade, her fii*st lieutenant (Jacques Mageii- 
die), thirteen inferior ofiicers, and 125 seamen and soldiers, 
wounded : total, 200 killed, and 143 wounded. The Phmbe’s 
crew numbered 239 men, of whom she had one Kseaman 
killed, and her first lieutenant, John Wentworth Holland, 
Thomas Giilfiths, master, and ten seamen wounded. Both 
slips reached Mahon about a fortnight after the action. 
Captain Barlow received the honoirr of knighthood, and 
Lieutenant Holland wfis promoted to the rank of commander. 
The prize was added to the British navy as an 18 -pounder 
38-gun frigate, under the name of Amelia. The naval 
medal has recently been aw'arded to the survivors of this 
action. 

On th*. 22nd of March, the frigates Andromache and 
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Cleopatra, Captains Israel Fellow and Rober Lawrie, cruising 
off the hortli-east coast of Cuba, observed a convoy of 
twenty-five S]>anish vessels, known to be richly laden, at 
anchor in the Bay of Levita, under the protection of three 
armed galleys. The boats were accordingly despatched, 
under the command of Lieutenant Joseph Taylor, of the 
Andromache, and at midnight arrived within gun-shot of 
the galleys, which received them with a heavy and destiiic- 
tive fire of grape, langridge, and musketry. The boats, 
howevei', dashed on, and boarded; hut having suflered a 
heavy loss in the execution of this service, it was found imprac‘- 
ticablo to carry ofi* more than one trophy. Several boats were 
sunk, and the loss amounted to Lieutenant Taylor, William 
M'^Ouin, master’s mate, William Winchester, midshipman 
(both of the Cleopatra), and six seamen killed, and twelve 
wounded. The loss on board ‘the Spanish vessels was also 
severe. 

The threatening attitude assumed by the northern powers 
just alluded to having rendered some step necessary on the 
part of the British government, a fleet was despatched from 
Yarmouth Roads on the 12th of March, under the command 
of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, having Lord Nelson as his 
vice-admiral. This fl^eet consisted of eighteen sail of the 
line, with frigates and bomb-vessels, &c., having on board the 
49th regiment, two companies of the rifle corps, and a 
detachment of artillery. On. the 21st, the fleet anchored at 
the entrance of the Sound. Mr. Yansittart, in the Blanche 
frigate, who had preceded the expedition, and had gone on 
to Copenhagen, returned to the fleet on the 23rd, together 
with Mr. Drummond, the British charge d'affavres at Copen- 
hagen, when it appeared that all the terms proposed by the 
English government had been rejected, and that the Danes 
were using every means to resist an attack.^ 

' While these negotiations were under discussion, an officer of dis* 
tinction, and high in favour with the crown prince, arrived on board the 
admirara ship, with a verbal answer to some of the proposals. Finding 
some difficulty in making himself understood, the officer was requested 
to submit his communication in writing, and a pen (none of the best, 
probably) was offered to him for the purpose. Observing that it had 
seen much service and required mending, the officer, whose wit was 
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After some little delay, the British fleet got underway at 
61i. A,M. on the 30th^ and 'with a fine breeze at nbrth-noi’th- 
west, formed in line ahead jmd proceeded np the Soimd ; 
the van division commanded by Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson, 
the centre by Sir Hyde Parker, and the rear by Keai'- 
Admiral Th(mias Graves. At 7h. a.m., the batteiies at 
Elsineiir opened fire upon the Monarch, but without doing 
any damage ; and only a few ships fired in return, except 
the bomb-vessels, which threw more than 200 shells into 
Cronetiburg and llelsingen, doing much execution. The only 
casualty in the British fleet was occasioned by the bursting 
of a 24-pouTider on board the Isis, by which accident seven 
men were killed and w^ounded. The fleet continued its 
course, keeping within a mile of the Swedish shore, on 
which only eight guns were mounted, and thus avoided 
the fire of 100 pieces of cannon mounted in the castle of 
Cronenburg. 

About noon, the fleet anchored above the island of Hucn, 
and fifteen miles below Copenhagen. The three admirals, 
with Captain Domett, Colonel Stuart, and otliers, then 
proceeded in the Lark lugger to reconnoitre the defences of 
the enemy; and in the evening a council of war was held 
on board the London, at which Lord Nelson ofiered to conr 
duct an attack with ten sail of the line and all the smaller 
vessels. This proposal was accepted by Sir Hyde Parker, 
who added two ships of the line to the force demanded, and 
the following were selected for this seiwice : — 

Vice-Admiral Lord Nelsiou, K.B. (blue) 
Captain Thomas Foley 
„ Thomas M. Hardy 

Kear- Admiral Thomas Graves (white) 
Captain Richard Retjalick 
♦ „ George Murray 

,, James Robert Mosse 

„ Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson 

,, Thomas Fraiipis Fremantle 

,, William Cuming 


sharj> enough, remarked, sarcastically, that if their guns were not better 
pointed than their pens, they w^ould hot make any very great improasion 
on the walls of Copenhagen, 


Guns. Ships, 
^ Elephant , . 




Defiance . 

Edgar . , . 
Monarch . 
Bellona . 
Ganges . 
L Bussell . 
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32 

24 

Bhip- 

sloops. 

Brig- 


Guns. Ships. 
Agamemnon 
Ardent . . , . 
Polyphemus 
Glatton . . . , 

Isis 

Frigates. 
Amazon . . . . 
Qrt ( Bc‘^sir<?e . . . . 
j Blanche . . . . 
Alcnfifene .. . . . 
Jamaica 


64 - 


50 


38 


Ca)?tain Robert Devereux Fancourt 
,, Thomas Bertie 

,, John Lavs^ord 

„ William Bligh 

,, James Walker 

„ Henry Riou 

„ Henry Inman 

„ Graham E. Hammond 
,, Samuel Sutton 

Jonas Rose 


Elomba, 


Fire- 

ships. 


-Arrow .Commander William Bolton («act.) 


Dart . 
Cniiaer . . . 
Harpy . . . 
Discovery 
Explosion 
Hecla . . . 
Sulphur . 
Terror . . . 
Volcano . 
Zebra . . . 
Zephyr , . . 
Otter . . . 


John F. Devonshire 
James Brisbane 
William Birchall 
John Conn 
John H. Martin 
Richard Hatherill 
Hender Whitter 
Samuel C. Rowley 
James Watson 
Edward S. Clay 
Clotworthy Upton 
Geo. McKinley 


Also launches from most of the ships of the fleet, with anchors and cables 
to assist ships on shore, &c. 


The Danes, in order to render the a])proach — at all times 
exceedingly intricate — more difficult, had removed the buoys, 
and Lord Nelson, accornpaiiiod by Captain James Brisbane, 
proceeded in his boat to rebuoy the outer channel. 

On the morning of the 1st of April, the fleet weighed, 
and anchored again about six miles from Copenhagen, off 
the north-westem extremity of the middle ground, which 
shoal extends along the whole sea front of the city, Avifch 
the King’s Channel inside, about three-quarters of a mile in 
width, in which channel the Danish block-ships, radeaus, 
prames, and gun-v?;ssels, were moored. In the forenoon, 
Lord Nelson embarked on board the Amazon,, and again 
reconnoitred the Danish force ; and soon after Ids return at 
Ih. P.M., ordered the signal to weigh to bo hoisted on board 
the Elephant. This signal was received by loud cheers 
from the different ships of the fleet ; and in a very short 
time the vice-admiral’s squadron, amounting in all to thirty- 
six sail, were underway, and formed in two divisions, with a 



DANISH FOllCE. 


29 


180L] 

light but favourable air of wind, leaving Sir Hyde Parker at 
'anchor with the undennentioned eight sail of the line ; — 


J Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (blue) 
Captain Wm. Hornett 

„ Bobert Waller Otway 

( Rt., George .... „ Thomas Masterman Hardy' 

! Warrior „ Charles Tyler 

Defence „ Lord Henry Paulet 

Saturn ,, Bobert Lambert 

BamilUes ,, Jaa. Wm. Taylor Dixon 

oA \ Baisoimable . . „ John Dilkes 

^ j Teteran ,, A. Collingwood Dickson 


The Amazon leading, the British squadron passed along 
the edge of the middle ground until it had reached the 
southern extremity, and at about 8h. p.m. anchored, the 
headmost skip of the British being then about t^wo miles 
from the southernmost' ship of the Danish line. During the 
night, Captain Hardy was employed in sounding the channel, 
and passed completely round one of the enemy’s floating 
batteries unperceived; and about llh. p.m. returned to the 
Elephant, and reported the depth of water close up to the 
Danish fleet. 

The following is a description of the Danish force, which 
consisted principally of two-dccked ships, most of them 
being old and dismantled; to which were added square 
floating batteries, radeaiis, and frigates, and other old vessels; 
but all were well manned and armed, and fully provided to 
maintain a desperate resistance : — 

' Serviijg as a volunteer on board the Elephant. The St. George w&s 
Lord Nelson’s proper flag-ship. 
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Na»ib. 

* 

Description. 

MouNTiNa Guns of 

i 

1 

i 

o 

09 

00 

£ 

i 

1 

Oh : 

<x> 

OJ 

A. 

ci 

8-Pdrs. 

Provesteea .... 

Block-ship . . 

28 

28 




56 

515 

Wagner . - . ^ . 



48 




48 

861 

Kensburg .... 

Frame 


20 




20 

216 

Nvburcr 



20 




20 

209 

Jutland 

Block-ship . . 


24 


24 


. 48 

896 

Suorfiislieii .... 

It'ideau 



mUm 



20 

117 

Cronbxirg .... 

Block-ship . . 


22 

.. 

. , 


22 

1.96 

Hajen 

Radeau 



mm 



^1 

155 

Darmebrog. . . . 

Block-ship . . 


24 


24 

14 

62 

386 

Elwen 



6 





80 

Grenier’s float 

>> 

Radeau 


24 




24 

120 

Aggerstans . . 

' Frame 


20 


. , 


20 

218 

Zealand 

74-gun ship . . 


' 80 



14 

74 

529 

Chari Amelia 

Block-sliip . . 


26 



• • 

26 

225 

Solie.sten .... 

Radeau 


18 


. , 

. , 

18 

126 

Holstein ... , . 

60-gUTi ship . . 


24 


24 

12 

60 

400 

Iiidosfbrethen 

Block- ship . . 


26 


26 

12 

64 

890 

Hielpern .... 

Frigate ...... 

20 




I 20' 

20 

265 



48 


70 

98 

72 

628 

•),S49 


At the novtliera extremity of this lino, -which extended 
above a mile and a Iialf, were the two Trekroner batteries 
fonried on piles ; one mounting thirty long 24-'povinders, 
and the other thirty-eight long 3G-pounders, with furnaces 
for heatirig sliot. Tliese batteries were each commanded 
by two two-decked block-ships, the Mars and Elephanten, 
not inchid(3d in the foregoing list. A chain was thrown 
across the entrance to the inner liarbour (as it may bo 
termed, to distingnish it from the oii ter roadstead in which 
the flotilla was moored), which was also protected by the 
crown batteries, and in addition by the 74-gun ships 
Trekroner and Dannemark, a 4 0-gun frigate, two brig>s, and 
some aT ined boats, -sviiich Idtter were })rovided with furnaces 
for heating shot. On the island of A mag, to the southward 
of the linc^, wore several gun and mortar batteries. The 
whole Danish force was under the command of Commodore 
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Olfert Fischer, who had his broad pendant flying on board 
the 62-'gun ship Daniiebrog. 

" At 8h. A.M. on 2nd of April, signal was made for the 
captains of the several ships, to each of which X^oi^d Nelson 
assigned their several stations. The intention was that all 
the ships of the line should take their places abreast of the 
enemy’s ships, anchoring by the stern ; while the frigates 
were to attack the shij>s off the harbour’s mouth, and to 
rake the southern extremity of the "Danish line. It was also 
intended that the 4 9 tli regiment, under Colonel Stewai't, 
and 500 seamen, under Captain Fremantle, should stonii^ 
the largest of the crown batteries. Tliese plans, however, 
were many of them frustrated by the accidents which hap- 
pened. At Oh. 30m., wind south-east, the pilots assembled 
on board the Elephant, and tlieir want of knowledge anil 
indecision became evident, and it would have been well had 
tlio opinion of Captain Hardy been taken. Howevci*, the 
signal w'as made to weigh. The Edgar led, and the Aga- 
memnon was to have followed hei^; but tlie wind being 
scant, and a strong tide running, the latter found it impossible 
to get round the end of tlie shoal, and after two or three 
attempts was coivipeJled to anchor. I’he Polyphemus tiien 
became the second ship, followed by the Isis. The Bclioiia, 
owing to the ignorance of her pilot — although she had 
rounded the point — got jishore on the middle gi'ound, about ' 
450 yards from the rear of the Danish line, where, however, 
she waa within i*each of the enemy’s shot ; and thii Iviisseli 
following her leader very closely, also grounded, with her 
jib-boom almost over the Bellona’s taflraiL 

The Elephant, bearing Lord Nelson’s flag, was tlie next 
ship, but, in opposition to the pilots, on observing the acci- 
dexit to two of his ships, the Elephant’s helm Wiis put 
M-starboard, and she passed to the w^esfcward, and on the lar- 
board side df the Bclloria ; the remaining shijxs following 
the same course, succeeded in getting into action. At lOh. 
the firing commenced ; Imt the ships principally engaged for 
the first half-hour were tlie Polyphemus, Isis, Edgar, ilonarch, 
and Ardent. At llh. 30m. tlie Clatton, Elephant, Ganges, 
and Defiance, as well as several of the sinaller vessels, had 
readied their several stations ; and the Dcsirde, by directing 
a raking fire at the Provestcen, drew part of her attention 
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from the Isis, which ship, however, suffered very severely. 
The stroug tide prevented the Jamaica and the gttn-vessels 
from getting near enough to take part in the action, nor did 
the bombs perforin much service. .The grounding of the 
Bellona and Bussell, and the absence of the Agamemnon, 
occasioned some of the British ships to have more than one 
opponbnt. The Amazon sufiered considerably, Captain Biou 
having anchored her, with three other frigates and the sloops, 
abreast of the Trekroner batteries. 

The engagement had continued three hours, and no ship 
in the Danish line had ceased firing. On 4he other hand, 
signals of distress were flying on board the Bussell and 
Bellona, and the Agamemnon had hoisted that of inability. 
The Veteran, Dt^fcnce, and Bamillies had been detached to 
reinforce Loi-d Nelson ; but their i>rogress was so slow, tliat 
Sir Hyde Parker was induced to order the signal to be made 
to discontinue the action. The signal officer of the Eleplumt 
reported to Lord Nelson that No. 39 (the signal for leaving 
off action) was flying on board the admirals .shi]:), and asked 
if he should repeat it. No,” said his lordship ; but 
answer it.” The answering pendant was accordingly hoisted. 
Immediately afterwards his lordsliip demanded if the signal 
for close action was still flying on board his own .ship ; and 
being answered in the affirmative, replied, “ Mind you keep 
it so,” ^ 

* Loixl Nelson now paced the deck moving the stump of hia right arm 
in a manner which always indicated great emotion. Bo you know,” 
said he to Mr, Pergusson, what is showm on board tVm oommaiider-in- 
chief No. 39.” What does that mean ?” To leave off action. ” 
Shrugging up his shoulders, he repeated the words, Leave off action 

now ! me if I do. You know, Foley,” turning to the captain, I 

have only one eye, and I have a right to be bllurl aometimes and 
putting his glass to his blind eye in that mood which sports with bitter- 
ness, he exclaimed, “ I really do not see the signal.” Presently he 
exclaimed, ** Keep my signal for close action flying ; tliat is the way I 
answer such signals. Nail mine to the mast.”*^ The Defiance kept 
No. Ifi, for close action, flying at the maintop-gallant masthead, and 
lepeated the recall of the coinmander-in-chief at the lee maintop-sail 
yardarm, where of course it was hardly visible. — Soutfiey. 

* It has been stated that, iu making this signal of recall, Sir Hyde 
had no intention of defeating Lord Nelson’s measures ; but, on the con- 
traiy, that the signal waS only intended to justify Lord Nelson, if his 

lordsliip should see cause for discontiiuiing the action. 
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The frigates about this time hauled off from the Crown 
batteries; but as the Amazon exposed her stern to their 
hea\w fire, Captain Eiou wjis cut in two, and many others 
added to the slain. At Ih. 30m. tm . the hnug of the Danes 
slackened, and before 21i. it had ceased in all the sliijps astei’ii 
of the Zealand; but none of the vessels would allow the 
British to take possession ; and as the bcwxts approached for 
that purpose, they were fired at by the Danes, continually 
reinforced from the shore. This extraordinary mode of 
warffire irritated Lord Nelson, who was almost induced to 
order the fire-fijihips in to bum the surrendered vessels ; but 
he first determined to try the effect of negotiation, by 
ad dressing a letter to the Crown Prince of Denmark. His lord - 
ship’s letter ran thus : — Vice- Admiral Lord Nelson has been 
commanded to spare Denmark, wiien no longer resisting. 
The line of defence which covered her shores has struck to 
the British flag ; but if the firing is continued on the part 
of Denmark, he must set on fire all the prize.s that he has 
taken, without having the power of sfiving the men who have 
so nobly defended them. The brave Danes are the brotliers 
and should never be the enemies of England.” A wafer was 
handed his lordship for the letter; but with that coolness 
and ability which ever distinguished liiiu, he remarked tliat 
this was no time to appear hurried and informal, and ordered 
a candle to be brought from tbe cockpit. His lordship sealed 
the letter with wax, affixing a larger im])ression than iisuaL 
Sir Frederick Thesiger (a young commander, acting as one of 
Lord Nelson’s aides-de-camp) wjis tlieu despatched on shore 
with the letter and a flag of truce, and meeting the Crown 
Prince at the sally-port, delivered the letter. 

la the mean time, tlie Ctinnonade was continued by the 
Defiance, Monarch, and Ganges, which in a short time 
silenced the Indosforethen, Holstein, and the shij)s next 
theni in the Danish line. The ap}>roach of the .Defence, 
Ramiliies, and Veteran, also rendered the case of the Danes 
hopeless. TJie great Crown battery, however, having been 
reinforced with 1,500 men, continued firing ; and it was 
deemed advisable to withdraw the sliipvs from before it wliile 
the wind continued fair. Preparations were making for 
carrying tliis into effect, when tlie Danish adjutant-genera}, 
Lindholin, appeared bearing a flag of truce, upon which the 
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action, which had raged incessantly fur five hours, totally 
ceaiied. The message from the Crown Prince was to iaiqaire 
the precise object of Lord ^felson’a note, when the latter 
replied in writing that humanity was his object j that he 
consented to stay hostilities ; that the wounded Danes should 
be takemon shore ; that he would take his prisoners out of 
the vessels, and burn or carry olF the prizes as he thought 
fit ; and concluded by expressing a hope that the victory he 
had gained would lead to a reconciliation between the two 
countries. This answer being returned, the final adjustment 
of the terms was referred to4he cominander-i|i^chief. 

During the interval, the British ships were moved from 
their stations in the line, in doing wliich several grounded ; 
the Elephant and Defiance, in particular, remained fast for 
many hours, about a mile frotn the Trekroner battery. Lord 
Kelson soon afterwards quitted the Elephant, and repaii*ed 
on board the London, whither the Danish adjutant general 
Iiad preceded him. 

The following table shows the loss sustained by the ships 
of the British squadron, in the order in which they entered 
the action : — 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships . 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Desiree 



4 

Brought over 

139 

420 

RuHsell ........ 

— 

6 

Ganges 

7 

1 

Bellona 

11 

72 

Monarch 

56 

164 

Polyphemus . . . . 

e 

25 

Defiance ...... 

24 

51 

Isis 

33 

88 

Aiuazon 

14 

23 

Edsfar 

31 

111 

Blanche 

7 

9 

Ardent 

30 

64 

Alcin^ne 

5 

19 

Glatton 

18 

37 

Dart 

3 

1 

Trjrtnl>>n rtf 

10 

13 





Tn+jtl 

' 255 

688 

Ca,med over . . 

139 

420 



The following are the names of the ofiicei*s killed and 
wounded ; — Desiree : Lieutenant Andrew King, wounded 
Bellona : Captain Thompson (leg amputated), Lieutenants 
Thomas AVilks and Thomas Southey, Masters mate James 
Emerton, Midshipmen John Anderson, Edward Daiibeney, 
William Sitford, and William Eigg, Wounded. Polyphemus': 
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Midsliipman James Bell, killed ; Boatswain Edward Bnrr^ 
wounded. Isis : Master Daniel Lamond, Lieutenant of 
maiines Henry Long, Midskipmen George McKinlay and 
Thomas Ram, killed; Lieutenant of marines Richard Cor- 
nack, Midshipmen Reuben Pain, Simon Eraser, and Charles 
Jones, wounded. Edgar : Lieutenant Edmund JoluEfcson and 
Lieut, of marines Benjamin Spencer, killed ; Lieuts. Joshua 
Johnson and William Goldfinch, Midshij)men Thomas (la- 
hagan, William Whimper, James Ridge, Peter Proctor, and 
William Domett, wounded. Ardent : Midshipman Gei>rge 
Hoare, killed*# Glatton : Lieutenant William Tindall, 
Master’s mate Robert Thompson, Midshipman John Wil- 
liams, wounded. Elephant : Captain James Bawden, of the 
rifle corps, and Master’s mate Henry Yaulden, killed ; Mid- 
shipmen Robert Gill and Hugh Mitchell, wounded. Ganges ; 
Master Robert Stewart, killed. Monarch : Captain Mosse, 
killed ; Lieutetiant William Minchin, Boatswain William 
Joy, Midshipmen Henry Swimmer, William Johnson Bowes, 
Thomas Harlowe, George Morgan, and Philip Le Vesconto, 
Lieutenants Janies Marrie, of the marines, and James 
Dennis, of the 49th regt., wounded. Defiance : Lieutenant 
George Gray, killed ; Midshipman James Galloway, Boat- 
swain Lewis Paterson, Clerk Haixy Niblet, wounded. 
Amazon : Captain Riou, Midshipman Hon. George Tucket, 
Clerk Joseph Rose, killed ; Master’s mates James Harvey 
and Philip Horn, wounded. Alcmene : Acting Lieutenant 
Henry Baker, Lieutenant of marines Cb;xrles Meredeth, 
Boatswain Charles Church, Master s mate George A. Spear- 
ing, wounded. Dart : Lieutenant Richard Edwin Sandys, 
wounde<l. 

The above is the official return, and does not include the 
slightly wounded, which amounted to a great many. Of 
those numbered amongst the wounded a large j>roportion were 
dangerously, and many mortally ; and Mr. James estimates 
that on the whole the British loss may be thus stated : — 
killed and niortally wounded, 3J0 ; rccoverably and slightly, 
850. It is quite evident that so heavy a loss could only 
have resulted from cool and steady firing on the ]:)art of 
the Danes, who did not aim at dismasting the British ships ; 
indeed only one ship (the Glatton) lost a topmast. Several 
Bhips liad guns disabled. The loss on board the Danish 

B 9 



36 


* DISPOSAL OF THE DAKISH FLEET 


ships, according to the very lowest estimate, amounted to 
between 1,600 and 1,800 men killed and wounded, and pro- 
bably fiir exceeded the highest of these numbers. 

The following table shows in what manner the Banish 
force was disposed of ; — 


Name. 

Whether Burnt or Capturetb Ac,, and by vrhat 
Ships principally engaged. 

Provcsteen, ) 

Wagner { 

Bensburg 

Nyburg 

Jutland, Suer - ) 
sislien, Cron- > 
berg, Hagen . . ) 

Dannebrog 

Elwen, Greiiier^s ) 
float J 

Aggerstans ...... 

Zealand 

Chari. Amelia, ) 
Sohesten . . . . J 

Holstein 

Indosforethen .... 

Hielpem 

{ Taken and burnt, having betin aban- 
) doned V>y the Banes when the guns 

1 were useless. (D^siriJe, Bussell, Bel- 
f Iona, and BolyjVhemus.) 

1 Driven on shore and burnt by the Bri^ 

\ tish. (Isis.) 

Escaped, afterwards sunk. (Edgar.) 

( Taken and burnt by the British. (Ed- 
1 gar and Ardent.) 

J Caught Are, and blew up after the action, 

( (Glatton.) 

Escaijed, (Glatton.) 

Ditto ; afterwards sunk. (Elephant.) 
i Driven under the Trekroner battery, and 
( taken, afterwards burnt. (Elephant.) 

Taken, and burnt. (Gangers.) 

Ditto ,* carried away. (Monarch.) 

Ditto ; burnt. (Monarch.) 

(Escaped. (The whole were flanked by 
< Defiance, Amazon, Bland) e, Alcmbne, 

( and Dart.) 


After despatching to England the Monarch, Isis, and 
Holstein prize, the fleet quitted Copenhagen on the 12iih of 
April, and taking out their guns, which were put on board 
mercliant ships, all, except the St. George, entered the 
Baltic through the channel of the Grounds, to the great 
astonishment of the Swedes. Learning that a Swedish 
squadron of nine sail of the lino was at sea, Sir Hy de Parker 
steered for the northern extremity of the island of Born- 
holm ; but the Swedish admiral took refuge under the forts 
of Carkcrona. Here a negotiation was opened, which ended 
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on fine 22nd by bis Swedish majesty a agreeing to treat for 
all existing difierences.^ 

On the 28rd, a lugger joined the fleet from the Russian 
ambassador at Copenhagen, containing paeific cvertures, 
also, from Alexander the First, who by the death of Czar 
Paul had succeeded to the imperial crown. The fhanks of 
both houses of parliament were voted to the admirals, cap- 
tains, officers, seamen, and marines, under the command of 
Sir Hyde Parker ; but the only mark of royal approbation 
bestowed upon those actively engaged, was the investment 
of Rear-Admiral Graves with the order of the Bath. Com- 
manders Devonshire, Brisbane, and Birch all were posted, 
and the following senior lieutenants of the ships engaged 
promoted to the rank of commander: — Samuel Bateman 
(Russell), David Mudie (Defiance), Andrew Mott (Ardent), 
John Yollaiid (Monarcli), Robert Tinklar (Isis), Robert 
Brown Tom (Glatton), Edward Hodden (Polyphemus), J ohn 
Dehifons (Bellona), Joseph Ore Miisefield (Amazon), William 
Morce (Ganges), William Wilkinson (Elephant), William 

* Mr. Alexander Briarly, master of the Bellona, relates the following* 
anecdote of Nelson; — ■''The St. George, in which Lord Nelson’s flag 
was flying, although ready to proceed over tlie shoals, was delayed by 
contrary winds at Copenhagen ; but intelligence being received by his 
lordsliip from the admiral, ^dio with the fleet was at Bornholm, that a 
Swedish squadron was at Carlscrona, Lord Nelson in.stantly quitted the 
St. George in an open six-oared cutter to join Sir Hyde Parker, With- 
out even waiting for a boat-cloak,” says Mr. Briarly (although you may 
suppose the weather pretty sharp here at this season of the year, and 
having to row about twenty-four miles, with tlie wind aiul current 
against lum), he jumped into the bout, and ordered me to go with l)im 
(1 having been on I^oard the St, George, to remain till the ship got over 
the Grounds), All I had ever seen or heard of him could not half so 
clearly prove to me the singular and unbounded zeal of tliis truly great 
man. His anxiety in the boat, rbr nearly six hours, lest the flecit should 
have sailed before could get on board of one of them, find lest we 
should not catch the Sw’^edisl; squadron, is beyond conception. I will 
quote some of Iris expressions in his own words. It was extremely cold, 
and I wished him to put? on a great-coat of mine which was in the boat. 

* No ; I am not cold : my anxiety for niy country will keep me w'arm. 
Do yoii think the fleet has sailed?' ‘ X should suppose not, my lord.' 

* If they have, we will follow them, in the boat, by .’ The distance 

to Carlscrona was a/jouf, 50 lexi<jms. At midnight, however, Ijord 
Nelson reached the Elephant, on board which ship he rehoisted his 
flag.” 
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Bolton (Aitow), George Langford (Jamaica), and Joshua 
Johnson (Edgar). 

On the 3rd of April, the 36-gnn frigate Trent, Captain 
Sir Edwai'ii Hamilton, while lying at anchor off the Isles of 
Brehat, discovered at daylight a French cutter and lugger, 
with a ship steering towards PlampouL The boats of the 
Trent, under Lieutenants George Chamborlayne, Bdbert 
Bcallon, and John Bellamy, Thomas Hoskins, master, and 
Lieutenant of marines Walter Tait, were sent in pursuit ; 
on seeing which, many boats put off from the shore, and, 
assisted by the lugger, took the ship in tow. The French 
lugger, as well as the boats, were diiven on shore under the 
batteries, and the ship boarded by Lieutenants Chamber- 
layne and Tait ; but the crew had deserted her. Two 
seamen were killed, and Lieutenant Tait lost his right leg. 

The 14 -gun brig Speedy, Commander Lord Cochrane, 
having committed great depredations upon the Spanish 
coasting trade, sever^ vessels were despatched to endeavour 
to capture her. One of the ci-uisers sent in search was the 
Garno, a large xebeck, mounting twenty-two long r2-pounders 
on her main-deck^ and eight long 8-pounders and two heavy 
carronades on her quai*ter-deck and forecastle, with a crew 
of upwards of 300 men. The force of the Speedy was only 
fourteen long 4-pounders, and her crew had been reduced to 
fifty-two men. Early in April, the Speedy fell in with this 
formidable vessel, and, allured by the deceptions practised, 
was drawn witliiu hail, when the force of the enemy was 
discovered. Desirous of avoiding an engagement, Lord 
Cochrane ordered Danish colours to be hoisted, and an 
officer in Danish uniform answered the hail of the Spaniard; 
but the latter requiring some farther proof of their national 
character, sent a boat alongside with an officer. But before 
the boat from the Gamo got fairly alongside, she was hailed, 
and the officer informed that the brig had lately quitted one 
of the Barbary ports, and that a visit firom the Spanish boat 
would of course subject the Spanish vessel to a long qua- 
rantine. This was sufficient ; and after the interchange of 
a few courtesies, the vessels separated. 

On the 6th of May, when off Barcelona, the Gamo again 
hove in sight, standing towards her ; and as it would have 
been difficult to repeat the deception, and, moreover, as the 
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Speedy’s officers and men were most anxious for the en- 
counter, Lord Cochrane determined on engaging. At 9h. a.m, 
the two vessels got within gun-shot, and the Speedy, being 
then to leeward of the Gamo, tacked, and opened her fire 
upon the enemy. The Gamo returned the Speedy’s fire, 
and bearing up, endeavoured to board her j but the inten- 
tion being perceived, the Speedy bore up also, A second 
attempt was also frustrated ; but the action having continued 
forty-five minutes, and the Sjieedy’s loss becoming heavy 
fknn the fii*e of the Gamo, it was determined that the 
British crew should make a similar attempt. Accordingly 
the Sjrieedy was laid alongside, and Lord Cochmne at the 
head of forty men (the remainder being disabled by wounds 
and sickness), sprang upon the deck of the Gamo, on which 
were near 300 men. For about ten minutes the stmggle 
was desperate ; but the valour and impetuosity of the 
Bxitisli was irresistible, and the Gamo became the Speedy s 
prize. In the boarding attack, only one seaman was killed ; 
and Lieutenant Bichard W. Parker (severely, both from a 
musket-ball and the sword), the boatswain, and one seaman 
wounded ; making, with the loss previously sustained, four 
seamen killed, and the two officers and six men wounded. 
The Gamo had her commander (Don Francisco de Torris), 
the boatswain, and thiiteen men killed, and forty-one 
wounded. When Lord Cochrane boarded the Gamo, the 
.surgeon, Mr. James Guthrie, took the helm, and performed 
this duty in a veiy satisfactory manner. The Speedy, with 
her prize, arrived at Port Mahon. This action earned 
for the Bjieedy’s commander a name which his subsequent 
brilliant seivices could hardly enhance. He was immediately 
posted, and Lieutenant Parker was promoted to be com- 
mander. A naval medal commemorates this gallant action. 

On the 2oth of May, intelligence having reached Captain 
Thomas Bogers, of the 28-gun frigate Mercury, that the 
Bulldog, late British bomb-vessel, Commander Barringtoii 
Dacres (which had entered the port of Ancona, ignorant 
that the poi*t was in possession of the French), was then 
lying in the Mole, laden with supplies for the army in 
Egypt, he determined to attempt her capture. At lOh. 30m. 
p.M,, the boats of the Mercury, in command of Lieutenant 
William Mj^ther, cjuittevl the fidgate, and entering the har- 
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hour lit raklnight, succeeded in gaining complete possession 
of the Bulldog, without having been hailed by the French 
Keiitinels on board or on shore. The seamen in the Mer- 
cury's boats then cut the cables of their prize, loosed her 
sails, and took her in tow; but as the alarm had by this time 
spread, a heavy fire of great guns and small-arms was 
opened from the mole. A light air of wind meanwhile 
enabletl the Bulldog to get beyond the reach of the bat- 
teries, but unfortunately the wind soon died completely away, 
and she drifted with the current along shore. A number of 
gun-vessels and l)oats were then obseiwed coming out to attack 
her, and Lieutenant Mather finding it impossible to avoid 
being overpowered if he held possession any longer, for the 
Bulldog’s French crew were with difficulty kept under 
hatches, determined on quitting the prize which his gal- 
lantry had won. This was effected ; tlie Britisli loss 
amounting to one seaman and one mainne killed, and four 
seamen wounded. The Bulldog was afterwards retaken by 
the 24-gun ship Champion, Captain Lord William Stuart. 

On the 9th of Juno, the Speedy, still under the com- 
mand of Lord Cochrane, who had not then been superseded, 
having fallen in \rith the 18-gun brig Kangaroo, Commander 
George C. Pulling, received intelfigence of a Spanish convoy, 
which was discovered under a battery in Old Castile, pro- 
tected by a 20-gun xebeck, three gun-boats, and a s(iuare 
tower, apparently mounting twelve guns. The two brigs 
stood in (the Speedy leading), and anchored wdthin half 
gun-shot of the battery. Although reinforced by two other 
gun-boats, and a 12-gun felucca, the fire of the brigs in the 
course of a few hours sank the xebeck and three of the gun- 
boats, and silenced the battery. The remaining felucca and 
gun-boats still resisting, the British boats proceeded in-shore 
at night to complete the business, under the orders of Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Foulert-oii, of the Kangaroo, and Benjamin 
Warburton, of the Speedy, assisted by the Hon. M. A. Coch- 
rane, William Dean, and Thomas Taylor, midshipmen. The 
boats succeeded in bringing out three brigs laden ^vith wine, 
and on their return Lord Cochrane took the command, and 
proceeded a second time on this service, but found the 
remainder either scuttled or driven on shore. The ammu- 
nition of the brigs failing, they were unable to level the 






BATTLE IN ALGESIRAS BAT. 


41 


1801.] 

battery, as they otherwise would have done. The loss con- 
Bisted of Tlioinas Taylor killed, and Lieutenants Foulei’tou 
and Thomas Brown Thompson, and seven seamen wounded. 

On the 23rd of June, Lieutenant Mather, in the Mer- 
cury’s boats, assisted by Lieutenant of marines James Wil- 
son, and by the boats of the brig El Corso, Commander 
William Ricketts, captured a piratical tartan, which had 
taken refuge among the small islands of Tremiti, in the 
Gulf of Venice, and dispersed the pirates. 

On the 24th of June, the British 74-gun ship Swiftsure, 
Captain Benjamin HalloweU, was captured by a division of 
the Toulon fleet under M. Ganteaume, after making eveiy 
possible effort to escape, and having two men killed, and 
Lieutenant Lewis Davis and seven men wounded. The 
Swiftsure was carried into Toulon. 

On the 13th of June, Rear-Admiral Linois, with the 
80-gun ships Indomptable and Formidable, 74-giin ship 
Desaix, and 38r-gun frigate Muiron, put to sea from TotiIoii, 
bound to Cadiz, inten<img to join a French squadron of six 
sail of the line ; but, delayed by adverse winds, did not 
arrive in sight of Gibraltar until the 1st of July. On the 
3rd, the Speedy, Captain Lord Cochrane, was fallen in with, 
and after a long and skilfully-conducted retreat, caj)tui‘ed. 
Having learned that Cadiz was blockaded by a suj>erior force, 
Linois bore up for Algesiras ; and at Jh. p.m:. on the 4tli, 
anchored in front of the town. The British squadron off 
fladiz at this time consisted of — 


G^ins. , Ships. 

80 Cajsar 

^Poinp^e 

Spencer 
74 J Venerable 
* ' Superb 

. Ilanhibal 

^Audacious . . . , 


S Bear-Adra. Sir Jas. Saumaroz (bla©\ 
Captain Jahleel Bren ton 
,, Cliarles Sterling 

Henry D’Esterre Darby 
Samuel Hood 
Bichard Goodwin Keats 
Solomon Ferris 
Shuldhain Peard 


Frigate Thames . . ..... Askew PafSird Hollis 

Brig Pasley ; and hired armed lugger Plymouth, Lieut. Robert Elliot. 


On the 5th of July, at 2h. A.M., Lieutenant Richard 
Janvrin, who had been despatched for that purpose in a 
boat from Gibraltai;, by Captain G. H. L. Dundas, of the 
Calpd, arrived on board the Ceesar w>*^h intelligence of the 
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arrival of the French squadron at Algesiras. Sir James 
Sauraarez, after despatching the Pasley to recall the Superb, 
employed blockading the river Guadalquivir, immediately 
proceeded in search of the enemy. 

The wind being very light on the 6th, the admiral was 
drifted out of sight of the Superb, Thames, and Pasley; 
and at 4h. a.m., on the 7 th, the squadron was standing 
into Algesiras Poads, in the following order: — Venerable, 
Pompee, Audacious, Ciesar, Spencer, and Hannibal. At 7h., 
the Yenerable having rounded Cabrita Point, descried the 
enemy’s squadron, and a signal was then made from the 
Caisax', directing the ships to engage the enemy as they ar- 
rived up, Linois had moored his ships in line aliead thus : — 
Formidable, abreast the battery of Saix Jago ; mounting five 
long 18-pounders ; Desaix, about 500 yards astern, and 
Indomptable, aboiit the same distance from the latter ship. 
The Muiron was a little within the Isle of Yerda ; three 
gun-boats were anchored to the south-west of that island, 
four others between Fort San Jago and the Formidable, and 
seven off a point of land about half a mile to the noi-thward 
of the tower of Almirante. 

At 7h. 50m., the battery on Cabrita Point fired at the 
Pomp^e, then running in with a fine breeze, while the 
Yenerable, from the partiality of the vdnd, lay becalmed at 
some diKstance on her starboard bow. The Yenerable was 
also passed by the Audacious ; hut the^ Csesar, and two 
remaining ships, were a long distance astern, striving hard 
to get up. At 8h. 30m., the Muiron opened her fire on the 
Pompee, as did the other sliips successively ; and as it was 
by this time nearly calm, the Pompee, after firing her 
broadside at the enemy’s .ships as she passed, anchored at 
8h. 45 m. close on the Formidable’s stax'board bow ; but the 
latter, soon afterwards slipping her outer cable, hauled 
further towards the shore. A little before 9h., the Au- 
dacious, and shortly aftei% the Yenerable, dropped their 
anchors; the first, from the baffling windsj being abreast, 
but much further from the Indomptable than the captain 
intended, and the second, at a still greater distance on the 
quarter of the Formidable. The engagement now com- 
menced, and was maintained with great fury between the 
four French sliips (materiallj assisted by the gun-boats and 
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batteries) and the three British ships, which had reached 
the anchorage. In about half an. hour the Pompee, owing 
to the strength of the current— others say from a slant of 
wiiid — canted with her bow towards the broadside of the 
Formidable, and while in this position suifered much. At 
9h. lorn., the Caesar anchored ahead of the Audacious, 
and opened her broadside upon the Desfiix, and the Han- 
nibal, in a few minutes afterwards, anchored within hail of 
the Cjesar, and on her starboard bow. The Spencer was 
so far to leewax'd, that she could only get within reach 
of the Spanish batteries, from which hot shot and shells 
were fired. 

At lOh., Captain Ferris having been hailed and ordered 
to proceed in-shore and rake the Formidable, the Hannibal’s 
cable was cut, and all sail made accordingly, and having 
stood to the northwax'd until she could fetch the Formidable, 
the Hannibal tacked, and, about llh. A.M., as she was in the 
act of hauling up to cross the hawse of the French ship, 
unfortunately took the ground, A signal was instantly 
made to the admiral, and boats were despatched to her 
assistance ; but Captain Feriis, finding all exerfaon to got 
the ship off unavailing, sent them away again. A light 
breeze about this time springing u]x from the north-east, 
Linois made the signal for his ships to cut and run ashore. 
The Formidable cut, but brought up again with her laiboard 
broadside to the enemy. The Desaix grounded upon a shoal 
facing the town, and the Indomptablo upon one to the 
north-east of the Isle of Verda, with her larboard bow 
towards the sea. 

Sir James Saumarez ordered his ships to follow the 
French admirars example, and the Cfcsar immediately cut, 
and wearing round, hove to and brought her broadside to 
bear upon the bows of the Indomptable, and about noon 
shot away her fore-topmast. Tlie Csesar then let go her 
anchor, and was soon joined by the Audacious. The 
Venerable and Spencer, in spite of every exertion, were 
prevented by the variable winds and calms from getting 
near enough to attack the other French ships and the 
battery oii the Island of Verda ; and the Pomp6e, after 
remaining an hour without being able to take any part in 
the second attack, her captain waiting for orders, was at 
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length recalled, and, cutting her cables, was towed out of 
the bay by her boats. The Audacious arid Caesar, V having 
drifted near the island battery, were much cut up by it, 
and, at Ih. 30m. p.m., a light air coming off the land, the 
Csesar and Audacious, Venerable and Spencer, made sail on 
tlie starboard tack, leaving the dismasted and shattered 
Hannibal in the hands of the enemy. At 2h. p.m. the 
Hannibars colours were hauled down, and presently re- 
hoisted with the Union downwards, which induced Captain 
Dundas, of the Calpe, which had approached from Cribraltar, 
to send his boats under the command of Lieutenant Thomas 
Sykes to her assistance, but they were detained by the 
French, who by this time had gained possession of the 
Britisli ship. 

The following diagram may probably make the affair 
clearer. 

* ** When in the hottest part of the action, the Cjesar broke her sheer, 

and could not get her guns to bear, when the captain ordered a cutter to 
be lowerwl down to convey a waip to the Audacious, but the boat was 
found to be knocked to pieces. Before other means could be resorted 
to, Michael Collins, a young Wlor belonging to the miaen-top, seized 
the end of a lead-line, and exclairairig ‘ You shall soon have a warp/ 
darted from the fcaffrail and swam with the line to the Audacious, where 
it was received, and by means of it a hawser run out.” — Brmton. 



1801 .] KILIiED ANB WOTTNBEB. 45 



The British loss was as follows : — Cjesar : William Grave, 
master, six seamen, and two marines, killed ; G. W. Forster, 
boatswain, eighteen seamen, and six marines, wounded ; and 
Richard Best, mate, aiid seven seamen missing, pro- 
bably drowned. Pompee : Robert Roxburgh, master, Mid- 
shipman — Steward, ten seamen, and three marines, killed ; 
and Lieutenants Rich^ird Cheeseman, Arthur Stapledon, and 
Thomas Innes, Curry and Hfllier, master’s mates, J. Hib- 
berd, midshipman, fifty-three seamen, and ten mannes, 
wounded. S|>encer : — Robert Spencer, volunteer, and five 
seamen, killed; and Joseph Chatterton, midshipman, twenty- 
three seamen, and three marines, wounded. Venerable : 
William Gibbons, midshipman, and seven seamen, killed ; 
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and Silvester Austen and Mai*tin Collins, midshipmen, 
twenty seamen, and three marines, wounded, Hannibal : 
Lieutenant of marines James D. Williams, David lindsey, 
eaptain’s clerk, and sixty-eight seamen, and fiTe marines, 
killed ; and Lieutenant Jolm Tumer, John Wood, master, 
Lieutenant of marines George Durnford, Wdliain Dudgeon, 
midshipman, forty-four seamen, and fourteen marinesj 
wounded ; and six seamen missing, who probably fell over- 
board with the masts. Audacious : eight seamen killed ; 
and Lieutenant of marines H. J. W. Day, and twenty-five 
seamen, and six marines, wounded ; total, 121 killed, 240 
wounded, fourteen missing. The Caesar and Pompce — - par- 
ticularly the latter — received much damage in masts, ^s, 
and rigging } and the Venerable lost her rnizen-topmast, but 
the other ships did not materially sufier in that respect. 
The French loss amounted to 306 killed, including Cap- 
tains Moncousu and Lalonde, and about the same number 
woTinded. 

Linois, having got his ships afloat, applied to Admirals 
Dumanoir and Masseredo, at Cadiz, to send a squadron to, his 
relief ; and on the 8th, Vice-Admiral Joachim de Moreno, 
with six sail of the line and some frigates, was ordered to 
repair to the outer road, to be ready for a start with the 
land wind on the next morning. This movement was how- 
ever obKserved by that vigilant officer Captain Ke.fits, who, 
in the Superb, with the Thames and Pasley, continued watch- 
ing the port. 

On the 9th, at daylight, the Spanish squadron jmt to sea 
from Cadiz, and, preceded by the Siq>erb, Thames, and Pa.sley, 
steered towards the Straits. In the afteriiooTi of the same 
day, the Pasley stood into Gibraltar with the signal flying 
for an enemy ; and, at 3h. p.>f., as the Spanish sipiadron 
hauled round Cabrita Point, the Superb and Tliames anchored 
in the bay. Tlie Siianisli squadi’on soon afterwards anchored 
in Algesiras Bay. 

Immediately all was bustle on board the ships at Gibi^ltar, 
and nothing could surpass the exertions of the British officers 
and men to get tlieir ships refitted. The Pompce being 
found in too bad a state to be got ready in time, her men 
were tiu'iied over to assist in refitting the other ships ; and 
Sir James Saumarez, on the BU])|>osition that the Caesar’s 
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damages were so great that it would be impossible to get her 
ready without great delay, shifted his flag to the Audacious; 
but the crew, anxious to share in the expected fight, declared 
their willingness to work night and day until the ship was 
ready. At this time her lower masts were oiit ; but by 
working all hands during day, and watch and watch at night, 
the Cfiesar was warped into the mole, and on the 10th got in 
her lower masts. On the 11th preparations for sailing were 
observed among the ships of the enemy, and on Sunday, the 
1 2tli, at daybreak, they loosed sails while the Csesar was still 
refitting in the mole, at the same time receiving shot, powder, 
and stores, and making preparations to haul out. At noon 
the enemy began to move with tlie wind fresh from the east- 
ward, and at one they were all underweigh, and the two 
Spanish three-deckers off Cahrita Point. 

The day was clear,” says Captain Bren ton ; the whole 
population of the rock seemed to be in mot ion ; the line w^all, 
mole-head, and batteries vrcre crow^ded ; and the Caesar 
warped out wdiile her band was playing, ‘ Come, cheer up, 
iny lads, Tis to glory we steer,’ the ixmsic of tlie garrison 
answ^ering with ‘ Britons strike home.’ The scene was 
animating beyond description ; and the cntlmsiasm was so 
great among the seamen, that even the wounded men desired 
to be taken on board their ships to share in the honours of 
the approaching conflict.” 

At 3h. P.M., just as the Caesar, in her way out of the mole, 
had passed the stern of the Audacious, the flag of Sir James 
Saumarez was rehoisted, and the signal made for tlie .squadron 
to weigh and to prepare for battle. Having cleared the rock, 
the squadron fonned a line ahead on tlie larboard tack, with 
the wind easterly, tlie Caesar leading, followed by the 
Venerable, Superb, Spencer, and Audacious, of the line, and 
32-gun frigate Thames, Captain Askew Paflard Hollis, and 
polacre sloop Cal pe, Captain the Hon. George H. L. Dundas, 
brig Louisa, Captain Crawford Duncan, and Portuguese 
frigate Carlotta. At 7h. tlm ships wore together, and stood 
on the starboju'd tack under easy sail. 

About 7h. 50m. the combined squadron elearcd Cabrita 
Point, with the exception of the Hannibal, v-hich ship was 
jury-rigged (having topmasts for lower masts), but, although 
ialum in tow by the Indienue frigate, was eventually obliged 
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to return t<:> Algosii*as. Their squadron then consisted of 
the following : — 

rilENCH. SPANISH. 

Guns. Ships. Guns. Ships. 

gQ Ji Formidable 112 I Carlos 

Indomptable ( Hermeoegildo 

PTj I Saint Antoine 96 San Fernando 

^ Desaix 80 Argonau£a 

Frigates Libre and Muiron 74 San Augustin 

Lugger Vantour Frigate Sabina 

Admiral Moreno’s flag was flying on board the Sabina, on 
board whidi frigate Rear-Admiral Linois also repaired. 

Soon after 8L p.m. the British squadron bore away in 
chase, and at 8h. 40in. Captain Keats, having obtained leave 
to attack the rear of the enemy, crowded all sail. The 
Superb being an exceedingly fine, fast-sailing ship, and tlie 
breeze having freshened, had gained at llh. three or four 
niiles upon the Cfcsar, and was out of sight of the rest of the 
fiqujwon. At llh. 20m. Captain Keats observed the Real 
CarloKS about one point before the larboard beam, and another 
three-decker, the Hermenegildo,and the Saint Antoine, nearly 
abreast of the Real Carlos, on the larboard beam. The 
Superb immediately shortened sail, and lufling up, ranged 
close alongside the Real Carlos, into which she commenced 
firing her larboard guns. At the third broadside the enemy’s 
r<)re-to]unast was shot away, and she was observed to be on 
fire. Captain Keats then oi*dered the firing to cease, and 
suffered tlie Spanish slvip, by this time in evident confusion, 
and firing her guns at random, to make sail befoi’e the wind. 
The destruction of this ship being inevitable, the Superb 
proceeded in chase of the Saint Antoine, which at a little 
before midnight she clo.sed with and spiritedly engaged. 
After an action of about thirty minutes’ duration, in the 
course of which both ships hauled to idie wind, the Saint 
Antoine ceased firing, and hailed to say she had suiTendered. 
At a little past midnight the Hermenegildo, haying also bore 
up, taking the Real Carlos for an enemy, fired into her, 
although the latter was in flames fore and aft ; and the two 
ships getting foul, the Hermenegildo also took fire, and both 
in a short time blew up with all on board. Out of near 
2,000 men, two officers and thirty-six men were saved in a 
boat which came alongside the Superb, and a few others 
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reached ships of their own squadron, but the remainder 
perished. 

J ust as the Saint Antoine had stnick to tlie Superb, tlie 
Cassar and Tenei*able arrived up, and, as the broad pendant 
©f the French ship still remained at the masthead, the hal- 
yards being shot away, the two ships fired into her ; biit 
finding she had already sti*uck, they made sail ahead. The 
Superb, with the Calpe, remained to remove the piisoners 
and secure the prize ; while the Ciesar and Spencer made 
sail after the Formidable, then at some distance to the west- 
W'^ard, standing towards the shoals of Conil. 

All sail was made by the Caesar and lier three consorts, 
Venerable, Spencer, and Thames ; and as the Formidable 
was under jury-topmasts, the Venerable and Ihames over- 
hauled her very fast ; and at 5h. a.m. on the 13th, the 
French ship hoisted her colours, and fired her stern-cl lasers 
upon her pursuers. At oh. 10m. the Venerable got within 
musket-shot of the Formidable ; and at oli. 30m. the 
Venerable’s mizen -topmast was shot away. At 5h. 45m. 
the Thames hauled up under' tlie stern of the Formidable, 
and raked her, receiving in return an inefiectual fire from 
the stem-chasers of the latter. The Venerable and For- 
midable continued to engage within hnil ; but, at Oh. 45m., 
the inainmast of tlie Venerable went by the board, and she 
dropped astern. The Formidable continued to stand onto 
the northward, in the hope of reaching (>x(1iz, keeping up for 
some time a very galling fire upon the Venerable from her 
stern guns. At 7h. 50m. the Venerable’s 1brema.st w^ent 
over tlie side ; and at about the siime time site struck on a 
reef of rocks otf San Pedro, distant about twelve miles from 
Oadi^, At 8h. her mizenmast fell ; soon afterwards a boat 
fi'om the Cicsar came alongside with Oa|>tfiiii Bi'onton, who 
brought discretionary orders to Captain Hood to destroy Ids 
ship in case of an attack — appii'i’<'iitly then meditate'd — from 
the combined squadron, and the Thames avus ordei'od to 
remain by her to receive her crew ; hut tlie Audacious and 
Superb appearing to the southw'ard, induced the enemy to 
forego any such intention, and to enter Cadiz. 

The Venerable and Superb w^ere, as we have seen, tlie only 
two Britisli shijis, except tlie Thames frigate, which woi'e 
engaged. The former had her master, J ohn Williams, fifteen, 
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seamen, and two marines, killed ; and Lieutenant Thomas 
Church, John Snell, boatswain, George Hessey and Charles 
Pardoe, midshipmen, seventy-thrre seamen, and ten marines, 
wounded. On bofird the Superb, JLdeutenant Edmund 
Wallei- (lost a leg), and fourteen seamen and marines, were 
badly wounded. At 2h. p.M. the Venemble, by the assistance 
of the boats of the squadron, was hove off, and the Thames 
took her in tow. She eventually got into Gibraltar, and in 
a few days was again equipped, and ready for sea. 

Tlie captains, officers, and crews of the squadron received 
the thanks of Parliament. Sir James Saumarez was created 
a knight of the Bath, and Imd a pension of £1,200 per 
annum conferred upon him ; and Lieutenants Philip Duma- 
rescp of the Cjesar ; 'Samuel Jackson, of the Superb; and 
James Lillicrap, of the Venerable, being the seniors, were 
promoted to the rank of commander. The meritorious con- 
duct of Captain Keats gained for him no especial mark of 
fevotir ; neither was he prominently named in the public 
letter of Sir James Samnarez. The Saint Antoine was an 
old ship, and, although added to the list of the .British navy, 
never quitted Portsmouth after her arrival. 

In the early part of July, while the frigates Doris, Bcau- 
lieti, and IJranie, Captains Charles Brisbane, Stephen Poyntz, 
and Wiiliain Hall Gage, were lying at anchor about three 
miles to the southward of Point St. Matthew, watching 
Brest harbour, the French 20-gun concetto Chevrette was 
observed at anchor under the batteries in Carnaret Bay. 
The French deemed their position perfectly secure ; but the 
British, liolding a contrary opinion, determined to cut her 
out ; and on the 20th, the boats of the Beaulieu and Doris 
(tlie Uranie liavirig parted company), manned by volunteers, 
and under the command of Lieutenant Woodley Losack, of 
the Ville de Paris, sent by Admiral Cornwallis purposely 
for this service, proceeded on the enterprise. The boats not 
pulling alike, and the headmost being over-anxious to near 
the ol>ject, separated ; one division returnijig to the ship, 
while the other reached the entrance of Carnaret Bay, where 
the boats remained \mtil daylight, expecting to be joined by 
their companions. They were, therefore, discovered by the 
corvette ; and tlie latter, being thus made acquainted with 
the intention of the British, set about making preparations 
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The Chevrette was observed to get underway and proceed 
a mile nearer the harbour, where she was moored close 
under the guns of some heavy batteries. In addition to 
this precaution, she embarked a body of soldiers, which 
augmented her crew to 339 men. Temporary redoubts 
were thrown up upon every eligible point of land, and a 
guard-boat, with two 36«pounders, was stationed in advance, 
to give notice of an enemy’s approach. Tim Chevrette, as a 
signal of defiance, then displayed a largo French ensign over 
an English one. 

About Ob. 30m. p.m., on the 21st of July, the boats of 
the three frigates (the Uranie having rejoined), to whicli 
were added two boats from the 74-giin ship Kobust, num- 
bering in all fifteen, containing 280 men and officers, under 
the command, as before, of Lieutenant Losack, assembled 
alongside the Beaulieu, and proceeded a second time on this 
service. But, soon after they had put off* a boat was seen 
near the shore, which was supjmsed to be a look-out boat, 
and Lieutenant Losack, desirous of securing her, proceeded 
ill chase with his ovti and five other boats. The remainder 
waited some time for the return of Lieutenant Losack ; l)ut 
as he did not rejoin, Lieutenant Keith Maxwell, of the 
Beaulieu, the next senior officer, beEiring in iniml that they 
had six miles to pull, and that the liight was already far 
advanced, determined to proceed with the boats tlK^ii with 
him, in which he had about 180 officers and men. Having 
signified his intention, and appointed to tlie difierenl; officers 
and men their several duties — ordering some to tight tlieir 
way aloft and loose the sails, a quarter-master to take tlui 
helm, others to cut the cables, and providing for every 
exigency which could possibly arise — the nine boats hastened 
to the attack. 

At Ih. A,M. on the 22nd, the boats arrived in sig])t of tlse 
Chevret^, which, after hailing, opened a heavy firej of gra]>e 
and musketry, and licr firing was immediately followed by 
volleys from the shore ; but the boats gallantly dashed o!i. 
The Beaidieu’s boats, under Lieutenant Maxwell, with 
Lieutenants James Pasley and Lieutenant of marines James 
Sinclair, boarded on the starboard bow and <piartor ; and 
the Uranie’s, under lieutenant Martin Neville, one from 
the Bobust, under Midshipman Bobert Warren, and om 
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from the Doris, under Lieutenant Walter Burke, on the 
larboard bow. They were gallantly resisted by the French- 
men, armed with muskets, pistols, sabres, tomahawks, and 
pikes, who in their turn boarded the boats. The assailants, 
armed with cutlasses only, overcame this formidable oppo- 
sition, and at length gained a footing on the corvette’s deck. 
This being obtained, the topmen fought their way aloft ; 
and although several were killed and others wounded in the 
attempt, the daritig fellows carried their point. Laying out 
on the yards of the corvette, notwdthstanding the foot-ropes 
were cut or stopped up, and ever3rtlimg done to impede the 
exeention of their object, in less than three minutes after 
tlie sliip -was boarded her three topsails and courses were 
let fall. In the mean time the cable had been cut, and 
Henry W allis, the quarter-master of the Beaulieu, appointed 
to this duty, having taken the hedm, the Clievrette was 
driftiiig out of the bay before a light breeze. Many of the 
Freiiehnien, perceiving the corvette under sail, ran below, 
otl ujrB jumped overboard ; and although only five minutes 
liad elapsed, the British had gained entire possession of the 
upper deck, and those who had lied below were soon com- 
j)ellod to surrender. In lier course out, the Clievrette was 
exposed to a continual fire of round and gi‘ape from tlie 
batteries ; but the breeze freshening, she wfis soon out of 
their range. Just at this time Lieutenant Losaek and his 
division airived up, and took command of the piize which 
Lieutenant Maxwell and his intrepid band had so nobly 
won. 

The British loss, considering the fearful odds against 
•wliicli they had contended, w^as very slight. Lieutenant of 
marines James Sinclair, Bobert Warren, midsliipman, seven 
seamen, and two marines, were killed; mid Lieutetiants 
Martin IS'eville and Walter Biarke (the latter mortally), 
William Phillips, master’s mate, Edward Crofton, Edward 
Byrn, an<^Bobei*t Finnis, midshipmen, and forty-two sea- 
men and nine marines, wounded ; and one marine drowned 
in the barge of the Beaulieu, which was sunk by the shot of 
the enemy : total, eleven killed, fifty-seven wounded, and 
one drowned. The Chevrette’s loss amounted to her captain, 
six officers, and eighty-five seamen and soldiers killed ; and 
five ofiicers and fifty-seven seamen wounded : total, ninety- 



1801.] HENRY WALLIS 53 

two killed and sixty-two wounded. The cutting out of the 
Chevrette was a deed bordering on raslmess ; and yet/ where 
the honour of the British Sag was concerned, and the 
courage of British sailors taunted, the abandonment of the 
attempt would have been attended with consequences of the 
utmost importance to both. It was to be put to the test 
what degree of security was proof against British valour ; 
and the result was most glorious. The capture of the 
Ohevrette, therefore, may be pointed at with pride by every 
British siiilor, as a proof of what has been done ; and at the 
same time he will remember, that that which has been once 
effected may be repeated. We must not, however, omit 
paying a just tribute in particular to one of the many gallant 
tars engaged in this perilous undertaking — -Henry Wallis, 
who took the helm of the Ohevrette. This fine seaman 
fought lus way through numerous foes to the station to 
which he had been appointed ; and, id though bleeding from 
many and severe wounds, he remained at his post, and 
steered the coi^vette until vshe was beyond the reacdi of the 
batteries, Henry Wallis,” says the author of the narrative 
in the Naval Chronicle, from which the foregoing has been 
collected, had been seven years in the Beanlieii, and was 
ever among the foremost in a service of danger. If a man 
fell overboard, he was always fortunately in the way, and 
either in the boat or the water. During the time he 
belonged to the ship, neaidy a dozen men were indebted to 
him for their lives, which he had saved by plunging over- 
board, sometimes even in a gale of wind, at the utmost 
hazard of his own.” 

Lieutenant Losack was immediately promoted to the 
rank of commander ; but it was some time afterwards, aiid 
then only in consequence of a court of inquiry held on board 
the Mars, in reference to the real statement of the affair, 
that Lieutenant Maxwell received a similar advancement, to 
which his services so justly entitled him. The naval medal 
has been granted to the surviving participators in this 
exploit. 

On the 27th of July, in lat* 43® 30' N., long. 11® 40' W., 
the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Immortality, Captain Henry 
Hotham, captured, after a chase of seven hours, the French 
26-guii privateer Invention. The Invention had four 
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maBts, her length was 147 feet, wliile her breadth of beam 
was only t wen ty* seven feet; her armament consisted of 
twenty-fovir long 6-pounders on a flush>deck, and two 
12-poiiiider carronades on a top-gallaixt forecastle. Her 
four masts were at nearly equal distances : the first and 
third of the same height, the second stouter and taunter, 
and the inizen much smaller ; but she had four top-gallant 
yards rigged aloft, and was accounted a good sailer and 
sea-boat. Having only been a month launched, however, 
these points had not been well ascertained. 

On the 3Lst of July, the 18-gun brig Sylph, Captain 
Charles Dasliwood, was cruising off Santander, on the north 
coast of Spain, and in the evening chased a large schooner 
which stood towards a frigate observed to wmdwaxd under 
the land. At sunset, the hull of the frigate (which made 
sail after the Sylph) was visible from, the deck, and the brig 
hove to and prepared for action. At llh. p.m., the frigate 
having arrived wdtliin half gun-shot of the Sylph without 
answering the private signal, the latter opened fire, which 
was returned by the enemy’s ship, the two vessels gradually 
nearing until they approached within Inul. The action was 
continnoMi for one hour and twenty minutes ; but at 
12h. 30m. A.M., the Sylph having had her rigging much cut 
up, a carronade dismounted, and some shot between wind 
and water, edged olf the wind to repair her damages. At 
daybreak on the 21st, the frigate was again seen about seven 
miles to windward, with her foreyard upon deck, and the 
bi’ig made sail in chase ; but, from her own disabled state 
l>eing unable to carry much sail, before she could get within 
reacjli, the frigate swayed up her foreyard, and stood in for 
the land. As the Sylph’s mainmast was badly wounded, 
and ixB she was making eighteen inches water an hour, 
Captain Dash wood deemed it his duty to wear, and stand to 
the northward ; having sustained a loss of one seaman killed, 
and Mr. Allward, master, Lionel Carey, midshipman, and 
eight seameii wounded (three dangerously). The Sylph, on 
joining Admiral Cornwallis, was ordered to Plymouth ; and, 
after undergoing a complete refit, rejoined the commander- 
in-ehief off Ushant, and was ordered to repair to her old 
cniising-ground on the north coast of Spain. 

On the 28th of September, when about forty league® to 
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the northward of Cape Pinas, the Sylph discovered at sunset 
a large ship, apparently of similar force to her former 
opponent. All sail was instantly set upon the Sylph, and 
endeavours made to obtain the weather gage, which the 
frigate seeming determined to dispute, several tacks were 
made by both, and smart broadsides exchanged in passing. 
At 7h. 30m. p.m:., the Sylph succeeded in placing herself on 
the weather bow of the frigate, and an action commenced, 
which continued for two hom‘s, when the fiigate wore, and 
made sail on the oj)posite tack, leaving the brig very mucli 
disabled in her sails and rigging, and her main-topmast 
badly wounded; but, singular to relate, the only person 
hurt was the same gentleman before mentioned, Lionel 
Carey, midshipman, who was again wounded. The frigate, 
thus twice engaged by an 18-gun brig, was supposed to have 
been the .French 40-gun fngate Artemise ; and it was 
stated in Captain Dashwood’s oliicial letter, that in the first 
action she had twenty men killed and forty wounded, and 
was obliged to return to Santander to refit ; but her loss on 
the second occasion is not stated, The refil name and foi*ce 
of the enemy, however, are still involved in myster}^ Captain 
Dash wood was posted ; but his first lieutenant, Samuel 
Burgess, remained a lieutenant for fifteen years afterwards. 

On the 3rd of August, the frigates Phoniix, Poinone, and 
Pearl, Captains Lawrence W. Halsted, Edward L. Gow^er, and 
Samuel Ballai*d, cruising off the Isle of Elba, fell in with 
the French 38-gun frigate Carrcire, having under her charge, 
a convoy laden with ordnance stores. The Pom one havin g 
arrived Tip with the chase, after an action of ten minutes, 
compelled the French ship to suiTender. The boatswain of 
the Pom one and one seaman w ere killed, and Lieutenant 
Charles Douglas, of the marines (with the loss of a leg), and 
throe seamen wounded. The prize added to the British 
navy. 

On the 10th of August, Francis Smith, midshipman, in 
command of the six-oared cutter of the 16-gun brig Atalante, 
Commander Anselm J. Griffiths, gallantly boarded and 
captured, in Quiberon Bay, the French national lugger 
Eveill^, of two long 4-poimdei‘s and four swivels. Although 
performed in the face of a heavy fire, no casualty occurred 
in the British boat. 
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On the night of tlie 15th of August, Lord Nelson, whose 
flag was hoisted for the occasion on board the Medusa 
frigate, Oaptfun John Gore, determined that an attack 
should be made on the Boulogne flotilla, by the boats of the 
sqiiadroii under his orders. They were accordingly formed 
into ibur divisions, under the respective commands of Cap- 
tains Philip Somerville, Edward T. Parker, Istiac Ootgi'ave, 
and Bol>ert Jones, accompanied by a division of mortar-boats 
under Captain John Conn. At llh. 30m. p.m., the boats 
put dif from the Medusa ; but, owing to the strength of the 
current and extreme darkness of the night, the divisions 
sej>arated. Captiiin Somervilles division was drifted to the 
eastward ; arid at daylight some of the leading boats got up 
with and attacked a brig, lying close to the pier-head, and 
aftej* a sharp resistance, carried her ; but slie was found to 
be secured to the shore by a chain under her bottom. The 
British boats’ crews then became exposed to so heavy a fire 
of musketry opened upon them fi"oin the shore, and from 
the vessels near her, that they were compelled to retreat, 
after sustaining a loss of Alexander Butheiford, mate, and 
fourteen seamen, killed ; and Lieutenants Thomas Oliver, 
Fiuncis Dickenson, Jeremiah Skelton, and William Basset, 
Captain of inariries George Young, Francis Burney, mate, 
Samuel S[)ratley, midshipman, twenty-nine seamen and 
nineteen marines, wounded ; total, eighteen killed, and fifty- 
five wounded. 

The second division, under Captain Pjirkev, reached the 
shore about inidiiight, and a subdivision of the boats, led by 
Captain Parker, ran alongside the ln*ig Etna, bearing a com- 
modore’s pendant, moored off the mole-head. Their trecpient 
and gallant attempts at boarding were, liowevei’, fmsti*ated 
by a strong boarding-netting, triced up all round lier, and 
by 200 soldiers, who kejit up an inces>sant fire of musketry. 
Tlie assailaiit.s, in the end, were beaten off with considerable 
Joss. The second subdivi.sion, under Lieiitenfint Edward 
Williams, of the Medusa, boarded and eanied a lugger, which 
was brought off ; but in attacking a brig was repulsed, and 
compelled to I'etreat, as w^ell as that part of the division 
under Captain Parker, Their loss together amounted to 
William Gore and William BrLstow, midshipmen, fifteen 
Bcarnen, and four marines, killed ; and Captain Parker (mor- 
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tally), Lieutenants Charles Felly and Frederick Langford, 
William Kirhy, master, the Hpn. Anthony . Maitland, mid- 
shipman, Hiqh^d WilMnsoh, master of the G?reyhound 
ciitter, thirty seamen, and six ihaiines, wounded ; total^ 
twenty*<ine killed, and Captain Cot- 

grave led on his division with equal gailantry, and the boats 
under his orders attacked with great bravery, but unfor- 
tunately wdth no better success ; and they were also obliged 
to retire. Thek loss hmounted to Mr. Beny, midshipinto/ 
and ibiir seamen, killed | and a gunner, twenty-three seamen, 
and five marines, wounded :: total, five killed, and twenty- 
nine wounded. foui-th division, under Captain Jones, 

was prevented by the rapidity of the tide from reach- 
ing the scene of action, and that of Captain Conh did not 
act. The total loss sustained in this ill-timed expedition 
am Glinted to killed an d 12() woimded. It must, 

however, be boitie in mind, in reference to the want of success 
which attended the gallant efforts of the British boats at 
Boulogne, that the vessels they were ordered to act against 
were in every way prepared to resist a boarding attack. 
The flotilla w^ composed of ve.ssels purposely built, and 
intended for the conveyance of troops ; they were, gene- 
rally speaking, vessels, of from 250 to 200 tons, very broad, 
with high, strong bulwarks, and flat-bottomed, drawing no 
more than three or four feet of water. The area of deck 
they possessed enabled a large body of troops to act on the, 
defensive ; and although ill calculated to compete with a ship 
of war underweigh, they could scarcely fail, if defended with 
any degree of determination, in beating off as many boats as 
could have been brought against them. The attack was 
ordered by Earl St. Vincent, the first lord of the Admh’alty, in 
the hojje of appeasing poj)uiar clamour ; atid its failure cannot 
be attributed to the vice-admiral, or to the parties engaged. 

On the IDth of August, the 38-gun frigate Sibylle, Cap- 
tain Charles Adam, having been despatched by Vice-Admiral 
Peter Ilainier to the Seychelle Islands, was off the island of 
St. Ann’s, when she discovered lying in Mah^ Hoads a French 
fi'igate without a foremast. Having cleared for action, and 
got all ready for anchoring, with springs on her cables, the 
Sibylle stood towards the enemy. By *an extraordinary 
change of wind (which almost constantly blows off the land, 



58 


SIBYLLE AND HHl FFONNR 


[1801. 

the Lsland being witliiji the range of the trade- winds), the 
British frigate was enabled to steer as direct for the enemy 
as file intiicate nature of the channel would permit ; through 
which the Sibylle, having no pilot, was conducted l)y the 
master, who, stationed on the foreyard-arm, and guided l>y 
the colour of the water, gave instmctions to the man at the 
helm. The Siliy lie, under French colours, continued her course 
uumolestod ; but having arrived within about 200 yards of 
the/rigate’s larboard bow, a shoal was observed extending on 
both liands, upon which the Sib^dle’s anchor was let go, and 
shifting her colouis, she immediately became exjiosed to a 
heavy fire from the enemy, and also from a battery erected 
on shore, and several small vessels at anchor. At 
iOh. 25m. A.M. the Sibyl^^^ commenced firing in return, and 
in seventeen minutes compelled her adversary to haul down 
her colours, and cutting lier cables, she drifted on a reef of 
rocks. A boat was despatched, under the orders of Lieu- 
tenant ISicholas Mauevu*, to take possession of the prize, 
which proved to be the French 3G-gun frigate Chiironne, Ca])- 
tain Pierre Guieyssc, mounting twenty-six long 12-pounders 
on her main-deck, six G-pounders and four brass howitzers 
on her quarter-deck and forecastle. In the battery were 
mounted four long 12-pounders, taken, from tlie Ohiffonne’s 
disengaged side ; it was well constructed, and provided with 
a furnace for heating shot. The fii*e from the battery being 
continued after tlie fiigate liad surrendered, Lieutenant 
Joseph Corbyn and a boat s crew lauded and silenced it, the 
men, as well as a great part of the crew of the Ohiffonne, 
making their esca]>e into the country. The loss sust ained by 
the French frigate amounted to twenty-three killed, and 
thirty wounded ; and the Sibylle’s loss ^vas two .seamen 
killed, and George Pliilliinore, midshipman, slightly ■wmunded. 
The fortunate circumstance of the wind, doubtless, preserved 
tlie Sibyllo from a much heavier loss. The skill displayed 
on this oeciision, which in a short time brouglit about a 
successful termination, reflected much credit upon Captain 
Adam, liis officers, and crew. The Ohiffonne, a fine sliip of 
945 tons, was purchased into the Biitish navy, and under 
the same name was commissioned in 1802 by Oa.})taiii Adam. 
There liaving been no j)roinotion granted for this capture, 
the naval medal is not granted for it. 
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On the Bight of the 20th of Aiigost;, Captain Thomas 
Bjam Martin, having uiwier his orders the Fisgard, Diamond, 
and Boadicea, cruising off Comnna, despatched tlio l)oats of 
the didcrent frigates, under the command of Lieutenant 
Philip Pipoii, to attack the sliippirig nt anchor in that port. 
The Neptune, a ship pierced for twenty guns, a gun-boat, 
and a mei'chant vessel, were boarded and carrie<l, under a 
heavy fire of musketry from the shore and the guns of the 
batteries under which they were moored ; and tlie tliree 
vessels were brought out, the British sustaining no loss what- 
ever. Lieutenant Pipon, in the eaily part of the ensuing 
year, was promoted to the rank of commander. 

On the 2nd of September, the squadron, under the orders 
of Captain Lawrence Halstead, in the Phceiiix, consisting of 
the Minerve and Pornone, Captains George Cockburn and 
Edward Leveson Gower, employed in the blockade of Porto 
Ferrajo, fell in with the French frigates Success (late British), 
of thirty -two, and Bravoure, of thiji;y-six guns, which after a 
sliort cnase were driven on shore near Vasa. The Bravoure 
was destroyo<l ; but tlie Bucces wfis got off, and restored to 
her place in the British nav}^ 

On the 2nd of September, the 18-gun corvette Victor, 
Commander George Balph Collier, while cruiBing off the 
Seychelle Islands, discovered to leeward the French 8 q>ounder 
IS-gun brig Fl(^clie, Lieutenant Bonnavio. At 5h. 3()m. p.m. 
the Victor brought her to close action ; but the Fleohc, <after 
a few broadsides, crossing the Victor’s stern, hauled to the 
wind, and made sail away. Tlie Victor’s ruiining rigging 
was much cut ; but as soon as new gear could be rove, she 
tacked and pursued her opponent, but by that time tlie brig 
had got half a mile to windward. The Victor contiiiiuid the 
cha,se during the niglifc and two succeeding days ; but the 
sailing qualities of the vessels weie far from equal, and at 
daylight bn the 5th the Fleche was not in sight. Captain 
Collier then jn*oceeded to the Beychelle Islands, and at 
3h. 30m. p.M. the French brig was observed standing in for 
the anchorage of Mahe. At 7h. p.m. the night closed in, and 
the Victor, having no pilot, was under the necessity of 
anchoi*ing in eleven fethoms. 

The entrance to the roads, as already stated, is exceedingly 
intricate j but the master, James Crawford, tliough ill of 
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fever, volunteered to sound and endeavour to find the channel, 
and, assisted by Janies Middleton, mate (who had been 
wounded in the action of the 2nd instant), succeeded in per- 
forming that service, although repeatedly fired at by a boat 
from the brig. At daylight on the Gth, the Flecho was 
seen at tho mouth of the inner harbour, with springs on her 
cables, and as the wind wiis off the land, the Victor, from 
the narrowness of the • channel, was obliged to warp a great 
])art of the distance under her staysails, exposed to the fire 
of tlie brig. .i>y great j)erseverance, however, the Victor, 
after a hard da}^ s work, gained the requisite position, and at 
llh. 4dm. p.M. let go her anchor, with two springs on her 
cable, and opened fire. At 21i. lOni. A.M., on tlui 7th, the 
the Flcche was reduced to a sinking state, and having cut 
her cable, drifted on a coral reef The boats of the V ictor 
were sent to lake posses.sioii of tho ; but Ijcfore they 

could board slie fell over on lier lai-boarel side into deep water 
and sank. In this higlily ci’editable aflaii* the Victor did 
not lose a man, althougii very much cut up in her rigging, 
and several shot had struck her hull. In her previous con- 
test, she had only Mr. Middleton and one seaman w^ounded. 
The loss of the Fleche, out of a crew of 14d, was supposed to 
have been very heavy, but the number is not stated. 

On the Kith of September,^ the 18-gun sliix>-sloop Lark, 
Acting Commander Janu^s Johnstone, being close in with 
Cuba, chased the Spani.sh privateer schooner Esperanza, 
which took shelter behind tlie Portilla reefs. The yawl and 
cuttiM* of tlie Lark, undei* the orders of Lieutenant J aines 
Pasley and — M‘Cloud, midshipman, jiroceeded to cut her 
out, and after a desp<‘ratc resistance succcialed, but lost in 
effecting it one man killed, and Mr. M‘C]oud and twelve men 
wounded. On board the privateer twenty-one men were 
killed, and six wounded, including among the former the 
captain and all the ofiicers. 

On the 14th of September, 450 marines and 240 seamen, 
commanded by Cajitain Oeorge Long, of the Vincego, ■with a 
party of Tuscans, amounting altogether to about 1,000 men, 
were landed at daybreak from tho 7^--gun ships. Genereux 
and Dragon, under tiie orders of Captmii Jolin Chambers 
White, of the Renown, and an attack was made on several 
French batteries near Porto FciTajo, some of which were 
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destroyed/ and fifty-five men made prisoners, including tliree 
officers ; but the allied force was ultimately obliged to retire, 
with a loss of thirty-two killed, sixty-one ivounded, and 105 
missing. Captain Long, wlxile gallantly leading liis men to 
storm a narrow bridge, together with tw6 seiHnen and twelve 
mai'iues, were killed, and one officer, seventeen >seauien, and 
twenty inannes, wounded ; also one' officer, t^velve S(^amen, 
and sixty* four marines, missing. Total naval loss ; fifteen 
killed, thirty-three wounded, and seveiity-se\xm missing. 

On the 28th of October, the hired armed 14-gun brig 
Pasley, Lieutenant William Wooldridge, when about twenty 
leagues from Cape de Gata., was ebased by the S])anish 
polacv^e ship Virgin del K-osaiio, pierced for Wenty guns, hut 
having only ton mounted, eight of wdiich were long twelves 
and two long 24-ppundors, with a crew of ninety-fijiir men. 
After an hour s engagement, the PasJey’s rigging hoingmuch 
cut, and heir gaff shot away, the brig, in order to prevent her 
adversary V: (iscajK;, rn ii tJie. })olacre athwart hawse, lashing her 
bowsprit to tlie capstan. Tlio Britisli crew tlicuv jumped on 
board, and the polacre, after a shar]> struggle of fifteen 
niiriutes, w’as cairied. The Pasley's gunner ami two seamen 
were killed, her cormnaudei* shot through. t])o left shoulder, 
lior raasten*, Ambrose Lions (mortally), George Davies, mate, 
and five seamen, wounded. The ltosai’16 had lier captain, 
six officers, and fifteen seamen killed, and thirteen wounded, 
laeutenant W ooldridgo was deservedly promoted to tlie rank 
of co.mmander. Pringle IT. Douglas served as liciiitenant 
of the Pasley under Lieutenant Wooldiidge, and contributed 
to the favourable result of the action. The naval Jinidal i» 
granted foi.’ tliis exploit. 

Prolinunary articles of poaoti Avere signed i]i. London oti 
the 1st of October l>etwecn Great Britain and Francje, and 
on the I2tli. a cessation of hostilities was ordered ; the 
definitive treaty was concluiled at Araiens on tlio 25tli of 
March, 1802. By the terms of tlie treaty, Malta, G oza, and 
Comino were to be restored to the order of Bt. John of 
Jerusalem ; tin*. .French, troops were to evacuate Naples and 
the Ilomaii temtoiy ; ami the British to quit Porto Feirajo. 
To France was restored all which had been taken from her in 
the Last and West Indies and Africa. Holland reg:iined iij] 
her West India i)ossessions except Dutch Guiana, and also 
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the Gape of Good Hope ; and in the East Indies— Malacca, 
and the islands Amboy na, Banda, and Temate ; but lost 
Trincomale, and other Dutch settlements in Ceylon/ To 
Sweden and Denmark were restored the few colonies which 
had been taken from tliem, Spain lost Trinidad, which 
was retained by the English. 

Whatever grounds,” says Mr. James, "politicians might 
have for auguring from the terms of this solemn compact a 
short-lived peace, certain it is that the activity which reigned 
on the ocean, an activity much greater tiian any which had 
been witnessed during the last two or three yem’s of the war, 
gave to the treaty the air of a truce, or suspension of arms, 
in which each of the belligerents — some of whom signed it 
for no other purpose — was striving to gaih an advantageous 
position, in order, when the tocsin sliould again sound, to be 
ready for the commencement of hostilities. French, Dutch, 
and Spanish fleets were preparing to put to se<a, and English 
fleets to follow them and watch their motions. Who then 
could doubt that, although the wax upon the seals of the 
treaty concluding the last had scarcely cooled, a new war 
was on the eve of bursting forth?” ^ 

Idle losses sustained by the British navy during the preced- 
ing war may bo thus briefly summeil up : — - 
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A-BaTBACT of the Losses sustained by the different Belligerent Powers in 
the course of the War with Great Britain, cominencing in 1793 and 
endin<r October 12, 1801 ; also showing the Number of IVizea pur- 
diaaeS into the British Navy. 
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* This enumeration cjinnot be termed wholly correct, as, from want of 
local information, many wrecks, Tiot being known, are not included in 
ilie above. With respect to the British, i}owcver, there can be no 
omission. 



64 


KEOOMMEKCEMENT OF HOSTILITIJBS. [1803. 


1803. 

The (Ivn-ation of the peace of Amiens was short ; and o!i 
the IGth of May, 1803, war was again formally declared. 

On this recoin men cement of hostilities, although the num- 
her of sliips of tljo lino in the British navy had und<?rgone 
little augmentation since the former war, yet that 
number consisted of ships in better condition, and for the 
most part largcjt*. The following will show the available 
force of the Biitisli navy at the commencement of the year 
1803. 
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By the 1st of June, sixty sail of the lino were in cam- 
mission, together with a proportioiuite nunibor of frigates 
and smaller vessels. The exertions of France in the mean- 
while in biiildiiig now ships had been very great, and on the 
resuinj)tion of liostilities, the line-of-battle force at her 
disj>osal iimoiinted to ii|.)wards of sixty sail. 

The hrst open act of hostility on the part of the British 
took place in the Channel on the day on wliich the decla - 
ration of Wiir ap{>eai’ed in the Gazette. The British 
18-po under 3(>“gim frigate Doris, Captain Richard Henry 
Pearson, chased tlie French national i4--gun lugger Aifron- 
teur, and after a <leterinined resistance on the pai't of the 
latter, l)y wlrich she had her captain and eight men killed 
and fourteim wounded, the lugger surrendered. 

On the *281 n of JMay, the French 3()-gun frigate Francliisa 
was captured by the 74-giin ship Minotaur, Captain John 





Mansfield, beloBjj>iug to the Cliaiiiud fleet cruisiug olf 

Brest. 

On the 14th of June, the 18-poTinder 3G*-giiii frigate 
Imniortalite, Captain E. \V". O. It. Owen, and 18-gnn. brigs 
Cruiser and eTalonse, Coirnnandcrs Joljn Hancock and Chris- 
tojjber Stradiej, cliased the two Erenoli gun-vesseLs Inabord- 
able, sclioouer, an<l Oommodo brig, each, iiioiinting four long 
18 aral 24-pouiiders. The grin-vesselB ran asfiore near Ctipe 
Blanc Kez; but after a spirited cannonade between the bat- 
teries under which they had grounded and the British 
squadron, tliey were brought off by tiie boats of the three 
ships. Cliarles Adams, master’s mate of the Jalouse, who 
was tlie only ]Mjrsoii injured, Avas badly woinuled. 

On t1i(> 27th of June, the 38-gm.i frig;ate Loire, Captain 
Fnalerh^k li. Maitland, cruising oif tlie Isle of Bas, sent Iier 
three boats, under the orders of I/ienbniants .Francvis To.mple 
and Jaine.s Bowen, with Fliilip Henry Bridges, inidshipmau. 
to atta(?k the French national lO-gun brig Vimteiix, ’Lieu- 
tenaiit Montfort, which was moonid undei^ tlio bjitt^nies. 
Owing to the heavy rowing of one of tlie boats, oiil} two 
readied the brig, which was perfectly prepar(>d for the 
attack ; but tlieso gallantly boarded, and, after a resistance' 
of te.n. niiuutejii, carried her. The Venteuxs second (,>iVi(:;ei‘ 
and two seamen wore Iviiled ; and ]n*r comniauder, four oAi- 
cers, and eight seamen wounded. The British loss amounted 
to — MeCwier (boatswain), four seamen, and one marine 
>^ounded. Lieutenant Temple w'a.s ma<le a commander for 
this service, and Mr. Bridges promoted to ):>e a lieiitmiant. 
'fhe Patriotic Fund voted Lieiitemmts Temple and Bowen 
swords of the value of fifty gui.nea.s each ; a.tid the naval 
medal Inis also been awarded. 

On tlie 30th of June the Frencli IS-ponnder 1 0-gun 
frigatf^ CiN^oie was e-aptured off Caj>e .Nicolas Mo]<>, by 
74-gun shij;)s (;!unil>or)a:Md and Vbinguard, ( laptains Henry W. 
Bayntun ami James Walker. The Creole, in commLind of 
Ca]>tain Austen Bissell, f<Aindered on her passage to .ErigiaTul. 

On the 2nd ot July, the British 38-guu frigate Alirimwc, 
Captain Jahleel Brenton, dimiig a tliick fog, grounded at 
the entrance of Clierliourg. Notwitiistanding every effort 
wdiich it vyas possible for ability to sugg'cst, or courage and 
perseverance to execute, to get the ship afloat — and after 
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l)eing exposed tc)r ten hours to tlie fire of nuiiieroi^s and 
heavy batteries, and some gnn-vessels, Captain Brenton 
ordered the colours to he hanled down. The Minerve sns- 
taiiiod a loss of 11 men killed and IG wounded before? she 
sarrenderedd 

On the 24th of July, the French 74-gun shijis Duquesne 
MTU I Dugiiay Troiiin, Commodore Qiierangal and Captain 
Toullet, accompanied by the 40-giin frigate Guerriire, Cap- 
tain Beaudoidn, taking advantage of a diiik squall, jiut to 
s(?a frf jin Cape Francois, in the hope of evading a British 
squadron blockading tlih port, consisting of the 74-gim shij)s 
B('Jlcro|>hon, Ele])hant, Thesens, and V^anguard, Caq)tains 
.lohn .I.An*ing, (:hK>rge Dim das, John Bligb, and Janies Walker. 
The Ih-ench shi])s having separated at night, the Elepliant 
ga\ n chase to the Dviguay Trouin, while tlie Bellerophon and 
other ships pursued the Duquesne, which latter was on the 
following day overtaken and captured, after receiving a few 
shot iroin the Yanguard. The loss of the Yavi guard con- 
sisted of one man killed and one wounded. The prize was 
a fine slii{) ; but, having been run on the IMorant KeyvS, was 
l)Tokeri up on reaching England. The Duguay Trouin and 
Gnerrici'c e;scaj>e(l; l>i:it, on tlie Slst of Augusf, wlien oil 
Ferro], tlie fornier was fallen in with and gallantly engaged 
l)y tlie 38*gun Irigate Boadicea, Captain John ]\Iailland, and 
botii tlie Duguay Trouin and Guerricre wore eventually 
tthas<;*d into Corunna., on the, 2nd of Septeniber, by the 74-gnn 
slnp Cuilodcn, Ca|)tain BaiTington Daercs. In this latter 
migagenuait the Culloden had four men wouiideil, and th<? 
Guc'iricre six killed and lifteen. wounde<l. 

On tlie Iltli of J uly, tlie 18~gan brig Racoon, (.V>i:niuander 

' An rijiecvlotc: (.<f one of the crew of the Minerve, related in Breriton’.s 
ISTav:).! ILii-torv, nvust not 1)0 forgottfin. Die exerlvion.'j of t.he crew )i;id 
iK oti .'^.iiccti.ssfal in getting the .sliip off tlie rocks ; and one of the saikir.';, 
wfio h;.nl luid both his legs shot oft^ lying in tiie cock pit waiting to hc' 
attended to by the surgoon, hearing the cheers of the nten on deck in 
ctirisv^quence, eagerly deinandod what it irie.ant. When told that tlie 
sfdp was off the slioal, and would soon be ^ear of the forts, he is reported 
to have cxclaiinod, “Then — — the legs!” and, taking iris kriffe from 
ids pviekot, he cut the remaining muscles which attiuihed them to liiin, 
and joined his vshipinates in the cheer. After the sliip was taken, ,tho 
}>r>r>r fellow was placjed in the bt>at to bo conveyed to the liospital, l>nt, 

• ietf.rrtroiv'd not to ouUive his loss of liberty, he slacked his tourniquets 
and bind to deatlu 
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Austen Bissell, discovered tlie Frencli 10-gnn brig Lodi, 
lieutenant Pierre J. Taupier, at anchor in Leogane Beads, 
St.' Domingo. The B-acoon stood towards, and brought up 
within thirty yards of the brig; and, after a canncKriade of 
thiit;y minutes, "the Lodi cut her cables, and endeavoured to 
makeoif ; but she was closely pursued, and after a second 
encounter of ten iniimtes’ duration, hauled down her coloui’s. 
The Lodi liad one man liillod and fourteen woundod. Tlioinas 
Gill, master s mate, had his left arm shot away, but he was 
the only person wounded on board the British bi*ig. 

On the 17th of August, the Bacoon drove ashore, near 
>St. Jago do i .ul)a, the French national 18-guu biig Maitiiie. 
Tlie Mutiiie was totally lost; but her ci’ew succeeded in 
reaching the land. (Aiptain Bissell continuing to cruise off 
0\iba., on the 13 t h of October, observed severai vesseLs nnj.~ 
ning along close to the shore, all of Avhich, before sunset, 
hauled towards Cumberland Harbour! The Bacoon anchoi’cd 
in tln^ niglit, in the expectation that the vessels would 
lUidcaA'our to pas.s ; ami at daylight, on the 14th, disco m* red 
eight or nine sail l}'ing beealnuM.] at some distaiiee. Tht; 
Bacocni, liaving a line land v/ind, proceeded in chase, and 
succeeded in getting within gun-shot of a brig, which car 
rotioiving a few hroadssides liaulcd down her colours. The 
pri/'e was ilio French national gun-brig Petite-Fille, ami 
liad on ]>oard I8d troops. A prize crew was pub on board, 
winch was scaicely ejected before an. armed schooner ami 
enti-or stood towards the BaccoJi, and commenced firing 
upon her ; and having a breeze, at llh. A.M., boro up wdth 
tht- iiitentioT> of boarding her on tlie bo\\' and fjuarter. Th<.‘ 
two vossels liad arrived within ];>irts.>l-shot, Avbon the Bacoon 
o|)Cucd })er l>roadsi«le on tlie cutter; then wearing roujid, 
slio .fii'cd {.lie other broadside into the scliooner, and continued 
to niaiKBavrc in this manner so eflectually, that the vessels, 
whoso dcck.s wm*e crowded with men, wi^re prevented from 
exeiaiting jiroject. After engaging for all lioiir, tlie 

ciitt-cr, beifig reduced, to a. sinking state, surremlered. The 
Bacoon liaviag taken ]:)o.sses.sion of the cutter, proceeded 
after* the schooner, wMcli she also ca|>tured. The loss on 
board the latter vessels, out of near 250 people, including 
150 troojis, amounted to about foidy men killed and* wounded. 
The Bacoon suBtained no los.s; and the only person woumled 
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was Janies Thompson, the master, by a severe contusion. 
Her iirst piize, the brig, was recaptured by the French crew 
while the Kacoon was engaging the cutter and scliooiier, and 
ran ashore upon the rocks. Commander Bissell and Lieu- 
tenant Janies A. Gordon, first of the Kacoon, were promoted 
shortly afteiwards. The Patriotic Fund voted Commander 
Bissell a sword, value 100 guineas, in approbation of his 
conduct on this occasion, and tlie naval medal has lately been 
awarded to the surviving participators. 

On the 1st of August, the boats of the 38-gun frigate 
II} dra, Cajitain George Mundy, commjinded by Lieutenant 
Francis McMahon Tracy, having under liis ordens Midship- 
men J{>hn Barclay and George French, were despatched to 
bring ofi’ or destroy the Fi'ench armed lugger Favori, which 
the irigate had diiveii asliore near Ham*. The lugger was 
defended by her crew, which ' had landfHl and taken post 
behind some sand-hills, assisted by a party of soldiers ; but 
notwithstanding tlieir unremitting fusijade, the vessel, under 
cover of a steady fire of jriusketTy from tlie Hydra’s marines, 
was l)rought out. One seaman killed was the extent of the 
British loss. 

On the 14th of A.ii<:^ist, in lat. 48° X., long. IG^ W., the 
slii}) loot’d Nelson, of twenty-six guns, Captain 
ivohert SpottisAV'ood, lioiuewai-d bound, was captured after a 
gallant action by the Fi'eneh 34-gun ])rivateer frigate 
Bellone. Tire crew of tbe privateer nuinbered 2 GO, and were . 
repulsed in one attempt to board ; and the ]'x)rd Nelson was 
not surrendered until, out of a crew of 102 men, five wer‘e 
killed and thirty-one wounded. The Lord Nelson was 
recaptured on the 25tli by tlie British 1 8'gun brig Seagull, 
Commander Heniy Burke, after an ac-fcion in which the brig 
liad two men killed and eight wounded. 

(in the 9th of Se])tcinl)ei% at daylight, the hired armed, 
cutter Sheerness, Lieutenant Henry K-owed, being ofi^ Brest, 
observed two chasse-marces coming out. Lieutenant Bowed 
despatched a boat with seven men, under the coirunand of a 
master’s mate, in chase of one, while the Sheeri.ie.ss pursued 
the other. At lOh, a.m. it fell calm, and the only boat now 
left to the Sheerness was a small dingy, which was hoistwl 
up astern. With this small boat, however, Lieutenant 
Bowed determined to x>roceed to the. attfick of the chasse* 
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iriar^e, tihen about four miles distant ; and calling for 
volunteers, John Marks, boatswain, and three men came 
forward, and with this crew, which was as many as the boat 
would contain, she put off b"oiri the cutter. Tlie cliasse- 
mar^c, meantime, was making use of her sweeps, and belbre 
the boat, after a two hours’ pull, coizld oveitake her, had nui 
ashore under a battery. As a -further protection to the 
French vessel, thirty soldiers were dmwn up on tlie })each. 
Kothing daunted l)y the foiTnidable array, Lieutenant lioweel 
and his four followers boarded the chasse-mai'^e — -her crew 
offering very little resistance, and quitting the vessel with all 
speed; but as soon as the French crew had left, the soldiers 
opened a fire of mnsketiy. As a cover from this fire, the 
British crew hoisted the vessel’s foresail, but the halyards 
were quickly shot away, and the crew exposed to tlie aim of 
the soldiei-s. After iniKdi exeidion — the rising tide assisting 
— the jaize was got off, and taken in tow by the boat ; but 
had scarcely cleared the land, when a French boat, containing 
an officer and nine aiTuod men, suddenly made her appeal- 
ance alongside. The) boatswain, who, with the lieutenant 
and three raen, was in tJie boat ahead towing, obs(u*ving the 
French boat, dropped his oar, and in an instant was on tJie 
deck of the })rize, unarmed : Imt by his menacing attitmle 
contrived to keej) the French crew from boarding, until 
Lieutenant Bowed, with the remaining men, could come to 
his assistance with muskets. The French, finduig tliey could 
not regain possession of the cliasse-nuarce without morci 
trouble thaii they anticipated, quitted her, and the vessel, « 
notwithstanding she was repeatedly fired at by tlie battery, 
was carried off in trium|)h by the gallant captors. No less 
than forty-nine musket-balls wore coimted in tlie sides and 
spars of the prize, and yet not one of the boat’s crew was 
W’ounded. Lieutenant llowed, with th.at generosity which 
is an attribute of bravery, stated the sei'vices of John Marks 
to the Admiralty ; but not receiving from tlionce any revrard, 
he appealed to the committee of the l^atriotic Fund, wliich, 
with its usual liberalit}^, awarded the gallant fellow a silver 
call and cliain, and to the Ueui*enant himself* a sword of fifty 
guineas’ value ; but the latter, although an offeer of ten 
years’ standing, did not meet with that promotion which 
his intrepidity so well merited. 
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On the HtK of September, C£tptam Owen, iii the Immor- 
tality with the bomb-^ Perseus aiiil Explbsion, Com- 
mmiders John Mel^^ and Robert Paul, bombarded the 
batteries protecting the towh of Dieppe from 8h. a. Si. till 
llh. 30m. A,M. The damage done was liot coiisidei’able, and 
the British had five men Wounded and one missing. A 
simultaneous attack was ‘made upon Granville by Rear- 
Admiral Sir James Saumarez, whose flag was fiyihg on board 
the 18-pounder 32-gun filgate Cerberus, Captain William 
Selby. The squadron in comx)a,ny consisted of the slooj>s of 
war Charw^ell and Kite, Commanders Philip Dumaresq and 
Pliilip Pipon, and Ealing schooner, Lieutenant William 
Archbold. The bomb-vessels Sulphur and Terror, Com- 
manders Donald McLeod and George K. Hardinge, subse- 
quently joined, and on the 15th of September the bombard- 
ment commenced, and la.sted from 51i. till 1 Oh. 30m. A. M., 
when the falling tide obliged the squadron to haul ofi' 

On the 20tli of September, at 5h. i\m., the hired cutter 
Princess Augusta, armed with eiglit 4-];)ounders and twenty- 
six men, Lieutenant James Woodward Scott, being oif the 
Texel, was attacked by the Dutch schooners Faust, of twelve 
guns and seventy men, and Wraak, of eight guns and fifty 
men. The largest schooner haAung closed with the cutter, 
fired her broadside, which killed the boatswain and gunner, 
and mortally wounded the commander of the Princess 
Augusta ; but the cutter returned the fire with great efiect, 
and rejmlsed sevei'al attempts to board. The Wraak then 
ranged up to leeward and also endeavoured to board ; but 
being frustrated on each occasion, after an action of an. hour, 
the schooners hauled otK . Lieutenant Scott, in his dying 
moments, exhorted the master, Joseph Thomas, to fight the 
cutter bravely, and tell the adiniinl (Lord Keith) that he 
had done his duty. His last commands were obeyed, and 
the vessel preserved from capture. The totidv loss of the 
Princess Augusta amounted to the commander, boatswto, 
and carpenter killed, and two Mmuiided. 

On the 27th of Sejitember, in the evening, a division of 
sloops and bomb-vessels, under Con^nander Samuel Jackson, 
of the 16^ gun shiji-sloop Autumn, bombarded Galais for some 
hours ; but a norch-easterly gale obliged them to haul off, 

On the 29th of September, the 36-gun frigate Leda, Cap- 
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tain Kobert Honjman, drove on sboro twenty- three sail of 
gun-vessels which were attempting to escape from Calais to 
Boulogne, and the whole were bilged upon the rocks. 

On the 29th of September, the launch, barge, and cutter 
belonging to the 50-giui ship Antelope, Oominodore Sir 
Sidney Smith, were sent away to reconnoitre the enemy’s 
heot in the Texel. The boats were commanded by Lieut. John 
AI. Hanchett, assisted by Wm. C. O. Daly ell, midshi}>maii. 
A t daylight the boats were within half a mile of the 1 )iitch 
admiral, when two schooners and five large gun-vessels put 
otit to engage them. Lieut. Hanchett having succeeded in 
drawing the gun-vess()Ls off'tlie land and out of reach of the 
sc]K)f)ners, attacked the former, one of which lie sank, and it 
is supposed killed and wounded a great many inen. A 
breeze enabling the schooners to close the gun-boats, the 
Antelope’s boats retreated, the onemy continuing a running 
fight until within three miles of the ship. Oii the 24th of 
October, the same officfjrs attacked and drove ashore, under 
Sandfiirt, sixteen vessels, and after dispersing the troo])s sent 
f )r the protection of the slapping, burnt three of the vessels. 
On the 28th and 30th of October, Lieut, llanchett ^arid 
Mr. Daly ell similarly distinguisbed tliemsolves in the Ylie 
Passage j but on the 7tli of Kovember, while serving in the 
Ex];)€^riment schuyt, got aground in a gale of wind near the 
south-west end of Goree, and after a gallant defence \v'(u*e 
made piisoners. 

On the 9th of Octobt^r, the 18-gmi brig Atalante, Com- 
mander Joseph Ore Masefield, drove ashore three French 
merchant vessels, under the battery of the St. Gildas, at the 
mouth of the river I^ennerf. The boats were then sent in 
under Lieutenant John Hawk ins and .Richard Bni'stal, tlie 
master, which succeeded in boarding the vessels after mucli 
resistance from a party of sokUei’s. As the vessels were 
light, and of no value, their cables 'were cut, and they drifted 
on the rock.s. The boats then returned to the brig, having 
had one man killed and two wounded. A sword of fifty 
guineas’ value was presented to Lieut. Hawkins by the 
Patriotic Fund, 

On the 26th of October, Lieutenant E-obert Henderson, 
of the 18-gun brig Osprey, in a boat with seventeen men, 
boarded the French cutter privateer Ressource^ mounting 
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four giiixs, with a crew of forty-three inen, notwithstanding 
the heavy fire which^ on the apjxroach of tlie boatSj was kept 
np by the cutter. After a sharp but in eifectual resistance, 
the cutter \i^as carried ; Lietitenant B'enderson and four 
seainen being woiinded. The B-essource had two men killed 
and twelve wounded. Lieutenant Henderson was compli- 
meDted by the Patriotic Fund Committee with a sword of 
fifty guineas’ value. 

On the 31st of October, the British hired armed cutter 
Admiral Mi^^ell, Lieutenant Alexander Shippafd, fought a 
gallant action off Boulogne with a French 12-gan brig and an 
armed sloop, having five ve.ssels under convoy, and succeeded 
in driving the brig on shore. Four men were wounded on 
board tlie Admiral Mitchell, two, badly. Tlie Lcda iVlgate, 
with the sloops of \var Lark and Harpy, were in siglit, 
endeavouiving to beat up to the assistance of the cutter. 
A sword of fifty guineas’ value was voted to Lieutenant 
Sliippard by the Fat not ic Fund, but he received also the 
more acceptable reward of piomotion. 

On the 3rd of November, while the 36-gun frigate Blanche, 
Cai^^ain Zachary Mudge, was lying at anchor ofi* the entrance 
of Maticc^nille Bay, bt. Domingo, tlie French armed cutter 
Albion was discovei'ed close under the- guns of Monte 
Christi, where she v/as waiting with a cargo of biillock.s for 
the use of the garrison at Cape Fran(;ois. The cutter 
mounted two 4-poundors, besides six swivels j and her crew 
numbered forty-tliree, including olli(?ers. The foil; mounted 
four long 24-pouaders and three fi el d -piec(3s, Avhich entirely 
commanded the cutter. Captain Mudge, deenuing the posi- 
tion of the cutter to be assailable, despatched the .ship’s 
boats, under the Oivlers of Lieutenant William Braithwtiite, 
in open day, to endeavour to cut her out; but the attack 
was not made. 

A night expedition was then pi*oposed, and Lieutenant 
of maiines Edward ^Nicolls volunteei'ed with one boat to 
make the attempt. This offer was accepted, and the red 
cu tter, with thirteen men, himself included, put off from the 
frigate ; but Captain Muidge^ fearing tlnit the courage of 
Lieutenant Nicolls might induce him to ov^errate his 
strength, despatched after him the barge, in which were 
twenty-two men, under the orders of Lfeut^nant the Hon. 



1803.] GALLAKTKY OF LIEUTENASTT NICOLLS.^ 73 

Wa-rwiek Lake. The barge joined, but subsequently sepa- 
rated, imd Lieutenant Nicolls proceeded alone ki the exe- 
cution of the project. At about 2h. 40m. A. M., on the 4th, 
the red cutter arrived within hail of the Albion, and was 
challenged, to which the daring crew responded with three 
hearty che.ers, and dashed on^at the enemy, round, grape, 
and musket shot ploughing up the water about the boat, 
and whistling over the men’s heads. By the second volley 
of musketry, the coxswain and two others were ^severely 
wounded I but before a third could be fired, ^colls and his 
gallant band had gained a footing on the .Albion’s deck. 
A herce struggle ensued. The lieutenant was badly ^vou1:lded, 
and the French captain killed ; but in a slioi-t time fihe 
French crew was overpovrercd, and driven below. Hit 116140 
not a shot had been discharged from the batteries, and in 
order to keep u]> the delusion tliat the victory was undecided, 
Lieutenant Nicolls ordered the marines with him to load 
and fire as I'apidly as possilde, while tlie seamen einploy^Hi 
themselves in getting the cutter underway. The vessel was 
nearly under sail, when the barge, with Lieut<.vnaiit Lake, 
came alongside, and took the command, and the inatines 
liaving ceased firing, the battery immediately opened, by 
which two of the Blanche’s crew' were killed. Fortunately 
the breeze freshened off the land, and the cutter was 
quickly out of gun-shot, without suffering any further loss, 
l^he juirticulars of this gallant aflhir not Ijaving been fully 
stated, tlie committee at Lloyd’s avvai‘ded two swords — one 
of £*50 value to Ijieiiteriaut Lake, and the otlicr of d03() to 
Ideutenant Nicolls — in rtiward for their gallantry. The 
wounds of Lieutenant Nicolls were l>ot}i painful and 
dangerous. A musket-ball struck his belly, and, by the 
resistance of tlio i nteguinents, was passed round, and came 
out at his right side, and lodged in the fleshy ])art of his 
arm ; and yet his name was not returned in the oflicial 
letter as among the wounded. 

On the same morning the launch of the Blanche, with 
twenty-eight men, under the command of John Binith, 
master’s mate, attacked a French scliooner mounting a long 
8-pounder and manned with thirty men, as she was coming 
out of the Oaracol Passage, and, after an obstinate resistance, 
carried her, after she had lost one man killed and fivy 
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woimded. The laimch had one inkn killed and two 
woimded« Mr. Smith being promoted, the naval medal has 
been granted to the survivors of his boat’s crew ; but no 
such mark of distinction has been conferred on those who 
served the same morning in the/^ red cutter.” 

On the 7th of November,, Edward Heiiiy AXlourt, nmh 
shipinan, of the Blanche, was sent in a cutteiv with seven 
seamen and marines, to obtain sand for the use of the ship. 
In the*evening, on her return, the boat fell in with a 
schooner lyi|% nearly becalmed, which she pulled towards, 
and apprehensive that she was a piivateer, cautiously ke[>t 
in her wake. Just as they got under her stern, a fire 
of musketry from the schooner mortally wounded one, and 
severely w’'ounded another of the boat’s crew, Mr. A’Cdiirt 
nevertheless pulled u}) alongside, and with his five remaining 
men, boarded and carried the schooner, altliough she had 
among her passengers a French colonel and thii‘ty soldiers 
A more gallant performance is not on record. 

On the 14th of NoA^ember, a detachment of vseamen and 
marines, numbering 134 men, under t,he ordei’s of Com- 
mander William Ferris, of the 14-guu brig Drake, with 
Lieutenants Thomas Cole and Thomas Furber, of tlie 74‘gim 
ship Blenheim, Captain Thomas Craves, and Lieutenants 
of marines Walter S. Boyd and George Beatty, accompanied 
by the Swift cutter, proceeded off Marine/ Harboiir, Marti- 
nique,, to attack the French privateer schooner Harmonie, 
at anchor within. The marines landed and sur}>rised the 
fort, taking fifteen prisoners, when they dismounted and 
spiked the guns and blew up the magazine. The beats were 
fired upon as they approached the schooiifu*, l)ut slve Avas 
boarded and carried in a few minutes. Tiie Harmonie 
mounted eight guns, and out of her crew of sixty-six men, 
had two killed and fourteen Avounded. Tlie British loss 
amounted to one man killed and five wounded. Swords 
A’'ahied at fifty guineas each were presented by the Patriotic 
Fund to the officers employed on this service. 

On the 30th of November, the French squadron, with the 
troops under General Bocambeau, eAraeuated Cape Francois, 
St. Domingo, and by the terms of their capitulation the 
French ships in. that port were to be surrendei’ed to the 
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Blitisli sqimdroB ^ as soon as they quitted the harbour. The 
40“ijun frigate Siirveillante was taken possession of accord- 
ingly ; but the Giorinde, in coniing out, grounded on the 
rocks under Fort St. Joseph, and beat otf her rudder, and 
her situation became so desperate from the heavy' sea 
breaking on the rocks, that the boats which had been sent 
to her assistance were returning to the squadron. At this 
time tlie Olorinde had on board nearly 900 souls. Among 
the boats present was the Hercule’s launch, containing forty 
men, under Xieiitenant Nesbit Josiali Willoughby, who, 
anxious to rescue the unfortunate creatures from the certain 
death that awaited them, either by perisiiing in the ship, or 
being murdered by tlie blacks on shore, put back towards 
the Giorinde. As he approached, he found the side of the 
ship crowded with men, anxious to jump into the launch ; 
jiud knowing that if he approached neaixu*, this mass of 
huirian beings would leap into the boat, and swamp lier, he 
procured a small punt, in which he alone embarked, ordering 
the laun(?h to lay off on her oar.s. Lieutenant Willo\ighby, 
having reached the Clminde, proposed to General Lapoype 
to haul down the French flag, and surrender the ship to him. 
This, after some little hesitation, was acceded to, and the 
British colours hoisted. Lieutenant Willougliby then, with 
some difiiculty, landed, and having obtiimed an interview 
with General Dessalines, gmned from him a promise of 
assistance to enable him to get the ship afloat, or, in case of 
her destruction, protection for the crew, who were in that 
case to be con*sidered as British prisoners. With the 
assistance from the shore, ami the anival of some boats 
from the British squadron, together with the filling of tbe 
wind, Lieu tenant Willoughby succeeded in heaving the 
Giorinde ofl’ the rocks. Thus, by the humane and uncommon 
exertions of one officer, a great many lives w^ere undoubtedly 
preserved. The Giorinde being a fine frigate, was, ^vith the 
Surveillante, added to the British navy. 


* See page 66, 
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Towards tlio close of the preceding year the British 
74-gun ship Centaur, Captain Muri'fiy Maxw'ell, beaiixig the 
broad pendant of Commodore Samuel Hood, was cruising 
off Foit Boyal Bay, Martinique, watching the port and 
endeavouring to intercept vessels entenng or coming out. 
At the distance of rather less than a mile from the south- 
west end of Martinique, called Dianioiid Poi nt, stands the 
Hiamond Itock, the height of which is about 600 feet, the 
circumference less than a mile, and in shape very similar to 
a haystack. The west side of the rock is alone accessible, 
it presenting on the otlier sides a perpendicular surface from 
within a few feet of its summit,, and on the west side a 
heavy surf breaks at most times, whicli renders landing 
impracticable. After landing, the difficulties are great, and 
the person has to creep through crannies and over dangerous 
steeps until reaching the north-west side of tin? rock, wluu'e 
the eye is suddenty relieved l^y a sloping grOvo of wild 
ligtrees. Commodore Hood 5 fkiding tliat vessels frequently 
eluded him by passing between tbe Diamond Bock and the 
mainland, determined to take possession of and fortify it, 
making it at the same time a sort of depot or stationary 
ship of war, from whence boats could be detached to harass 
the enemy's trade. 

In the month of January, a landing was effected, and in 
an inconceivably short space of time, but after a work of 
unparalleled labour, live of the Centaur’s guns — three 24 
and two 1 8-poundera — ^were mounted on different parts of 
this stupendous castle. One of the 24-poTinders, fitted upon 
a circular carriage, commanded the landing-place, rangiug 
almost to the Bay of Marin ; ajxother was mounted upon 
the noi-th-east side, and the thiifii 24-pounder half-way xij) 
the rock, tJpon the summit, which commands an extensive 
range, the 1 8-pounders were placed. The rock being thus 
foitified, and a sufficient store of ammunition supplied, lieu- 
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tenwt James AVilkes Maurice, of tlie Centaur, with the 
rani of oomiixander, and a crew of 120 men and hqys, for 
w^hich a IVnir months’ supply of provisions and water was 
landed, hoisted his pendant on the “ ish sloop of war 
Diamond Bock.” > 

On the evening of the 3rd of February, four of the 
Centaur’s boats, containing sixty seamen and twelve marines, 
under the orders of Lieutenant Robert Cartliew Key nolds, 
were sent to attempt the capture of the French 1 G-gun 
brig Gurieux, Captain Cordier, lying at anchor, near the 
entrance of Fort Royal, Martinique. Every precaution had 
been adopted to ])revcnt a surprise, and at about Ih. a.m. on 
the 4th, the Centaur’s boats, on their approach, wore hailed 
by the Curieux, and some guns and musketry discharged. 
The Britisli iriarines quickly returned the fire, and the boats 
having got alongside, attempted to board. Lieutcmaiit 
Reynolds, finding the brig’s boarding-netting triced up fore 
and affc, which he was unable to surmount, dropped astern, 
but in defiauoo of a galling fire of musketry and swivels, at 
length succeeded with his crew in getting on board. After 
a very determined resistance the (Curieux was carried, and 
her cables being cut, she stood out of Fort Royid harbour, 
under a heavy fire from the batteries at the entrance. 
Lieutenants Reynolds and George E. B. Bettesworth, John 
Treacy, midshipman, and si x seamen, w ere wounded ; but lieu- 
tenant Reynolds wa.s seveixdy injured. Tiiis gallant officer, 
who was promoted and appointed to command tlie prize, 
did not. survive to enjoy the honours ho had won. The 
Cutieux’s lo.ss, out of a crew of seventy men, amounted 
to tell killed and thirty wwnded, including all but one of 
her ofiicei’s. Swords, value fifty guineas, were voted by the 
Patriotic Fund to Lieutenants Reynolds and BettesAVorth ; 
and the naval modal has been recently granted to the 
survivors. .. 

On the 5th of February, the 12-gun schooner Ecla.ii*, 
commanded by Lieutenant William Carr, wlillo cruising 
about sixty leagucvs to tlie noi*thward of Tortola., fell in w itli 
the French 22~gun privateer ship Grand D<kid<^, and after 
a very close and gallant action, which lasted thirty minutes, 
tht ship made all sail away. The Eclair, jut of about sixty 
men and boys, in this most unequal contest, had one killed 
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irnd foiir wounded/ with her rig cut to pieces, and her 
masts and yards damaged. The ci-ew of the privateer 
numbered 220 ; but her loss, which must have been severe, 
is not known. The Patriotic Fund voted Lieutenant Carr 
a aword valued at fifty guineas and of plate of the 

same value was presented to Mr. Salmon, the master, for 
the gallant conduct evinced by him, in cutting out a French 
piivateer on the 4th of the succeeding month. 

On the 31st of January, the India fleet, of sixteen sail of 
flrst-class ships, sailed from China for Europe. The sliips 
were from 1,200 to 1,500 tons, mounting thii-ty or thirty-six 
guns, with craws averaging 100 men each, exclusive of Indian 
sailors. But although armed with thirty guns, few, if any, 
of the sliips were calculated to contend with a coxwette, for 
their j)orts wei*e so small, that the guns could only be fired 
at an object immediately abeam, and theSe were sliort 
1 8-poim(iers, not much moi‘e eflective than caiTonades of the 
Sfune calibre; in tact, the armament of the Indian ships 
served only to deter small privateers and piratical Malays 
from attacking them. But their appeai'ance was very war- 
like ; for being lofty sliips, well-xigged and painted, witli two 
tiers of ports, they, at a distance, might easily have been 
taken for liuerol-battle ships ; and, as we Jiave ah'oady seen, 
a large French frigate was so misled l)y this appearance, 
as to strike to one without firing a shot.* The fleet com 
sisted of the following : — 


'Ea.rl Camden. . . .Nat. Dancj© Abergavenny . . . . J. Word}?wortij 

Warley ...... . .Hen. Wilson Addington .J. Kirkpatrick 

Alfred Jas. Farqubarsou Bombay Castle . .Arch. Hamilton 

l^oyal George , .J. F. Tiininins Cumlxn-laud W. W. Farrer 

Coutts ........ Kobert Tourin Hope Pendergrass 

^yex^brd W. S. Clarke Horeetshire . . .. . . ,R. .H. Ex'own 

Ganges ....... Wm, Moffatt j W. Hastings . . . .Hios. Larkins 

Exeter Hen. Meriton j Ocean ......... .J. C. Loclnier 


There were also eleven countxy ships, tw^o other merchant 
ships, and the Company s armed brig Ganges. 

On the 14th of Febniary, at 8h. A.M., the fleet being off 
Pulo Auro, discovered four strange sail to leeward, bearing 
Bouth-w^est ; and Captain Dance, who, as the senior captain, 
hoisted a cominodore^s broad pendant, directed the Alfred/ 

* * See page 12, 
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Royal George, Bombay Castle, and Hope, to bear tip and 
reconnoitre the strangeri The Ganges also stood towards 
the strangers, wliich in a short time were made out to be a 
squadron of one line-of- battle ship, three frigates, and a 
brig. These composed Rear-Admiral Linois’ squadron, and 
were the 74-gun ship Marengo, 40~guii frigate Belle Poule, 
36-gun frigate S^niillante, 22-gun corvette Berceau, and 
^ 16-gun brig Aventurier. This stpmdron had sailed from 
Batavia purposely to intercept the China fleet, and on per- 
ceiving tlie Britisli ships, hauled close to the wind and made sail 
towardis them. Having recalled his ships, Commodore Dance 
made the signal for a line-of-battle in close order, steering 
tlieir proper course under easy sail, and by nightfall the 
Drench squadron was on the weather quarter of the British 
fl eet. Commodore Dance disposed liis ships in the best 
j.)ossibl6 order for defence, placing the country ships on the 
lee bow of the armed ships ; and then hove to for the night, 
£«nd hoisting lights, boldly awaited tlie approach of the 
enemy. The French admiral, however, appeared little in- 
clined to attack, probably fearing that among the East-India 
ships were shij^s of war ; and consequently, at daylight on 
the following morning, the French squadron was about three 
miles to windw^ai/d, also lying to. Commodore Dance observ- 
ing, at 9b. A. M., that the French made no hostile demonstra- 
tion, fllied and made sail on the starboard tack, and hoisted 
his colours, upon which the French squadron edged ofl‘ tin; 
wind, and stood towards the British. 

At 111. P.M., observing that the intention of the French 
admiral was to cut off the rear of the British, Commodore 
Dance made the signal for his fleet to tack in succession, and 
to edge off the wind to wdndwai'd of the British rear, and 
tnigage the enemy on arriving up. This skilful inanonivre 
was perfbi'ined wdth tlio correctness of a well-disciplined 
6et;t, the Royal George leading, followed closely })y the 
(iangt;s, Earl Camden, Warley, Alfred, and otherB. In this 
inaimer the British ships, with a liglit air of wind and toj)- 
gallant-sails set, approached the enemy. At Ih. 15m. the 
Marengo opened fire upon the Royal George and Ganges, 
which the latter retiumed m a very sphited manner. ITjc 
Royal George vva.s engaged neariy forty minutes ; the Ganges 
and other ships w^ere also engaged as they arrived up, but for< 
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a shorter period than tlie itoyal George; and after the action 
had lasted forty-tlu'ee minutes, the Marengo and consoi-ts 
ceased firing, hauled to the wind, and made sail away. Com- 
modore Dance immediately inatle the signal for a general 
chase, but without any prospect of success ; it, however, had 
the eflect of scaling away the French admiral from the rich 
booty which a perseverance in the attack must have put into 
his possession. * 

The Tloyal George, in her gallant encounter, had only one 
man killed and one wounded; but several shot had struck 
her hull, and her sails mid rigging were mucli cut. No other 
ship received any material damage, and the French sqtiadron 
none. If ever a French admiral was frightened from his 
prey, it ^vas Linois ; but it was only the gi.*eat skill and bold 
front whicli Dance so w^isely maintained throughout, that 
preserved evcny ship from qaidure. ^ Commodore Dance 
received distinguished marks of approbation from aD cpiar- 
ters ; not the le«ast valued of whicli was the honour of 
knighthood, liestowed upon him by his sovereign. Lieutenant 
Robert M. Fowler, of the Royal .Navy, who was- taking 
a pass£ige to England in the Royal George, afforded valuable 
avssistiinee on the occasion. The Patriotic Fund voted him a , 
sword, valued at lifty guineas, and to each of the captains of 
the Eiist-Indiamen, swords of the same value, but to Com- 
modore Dance, a swonl, value 100 givineas. 

On the ith of Maiuh, two boats belonging to the 74-gun 
ship Blenheim, Cajitain Wiijiam Fenis, containing fifty 
ofiicers and men, under Lieutenant Thomas B\irber, made a 
gallant attack u]L)on the French national schooner CuTieuse, 
•which was moored under a battery at the town of St. Pierre. 
The schooner -svas fully prepared for resistance, having a 
boarding-netting triced up to her mastheads, and her sweeps 
ngged out on each side ; but the boats’ crews, not mthstand- 
ing a heavy lire from tlie schooner and neighbouring forts, 
boarded and carried her, after a veiy hard .struggle. As soon 
as the cables were cut, the scliooner swang round;, and 
gi'ounded on the beach, and it wtis tlieu discovered tliat she 
was moored to the shore, by a chain under the bottom. 
Lieutenant Furljcr wjis therefore compelled to abandon the 
prize his gallantry had won, and returned to the ^ip with 
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tbe loss of throe killed, five oj(licei*s and f(>urteen men 
wounded, and three missing. 

On the 13th of March, Lieutenant Thomas Forrest, with 
thirty volunteers from the 36-gun frigate Emerald, Captain 
James O’BiTcn, embarked on board tlie ai*med sloop Fort 
Diamond, and proceeded to attack the Fi^ench 10-gun priva- 
teer schooner Mosambique, lying under some guns at Seron, 
pist within the Pearl Pock, at the western extremity o# 
Martinique. The sloop ran the schooner aboard with sucli 
violence, that the chain by which the latter \ras secured to 
the shore was broken j Lieutenant Forrest and his men then 
sprang on board, and most of the schooner’s crew, sixty in 
number, fled to the shore. Mr. Hall, master’s mate, and one 
seaman were wounded. A sword, valued at fifty guineas, was 
presented to Lieutenant Forrest by tlie Patriotic Fund, in 
acknowledgement of his gallantry. 

On the 14th of March, twm boats of the 14-gun brig 
Di‘ake were sent under tlie orders of the mastei*, William 
Hobson, to board a ship, mounting eigliteeii guns, wdiich I»ad 
been chased and driven on shore by the Drake, near some 
batteries at the Irlayes, Guadaloupe. As the boats approached, 
the vessel w^a.s deserted by the crew, and half an hour after - 
wards (having l)een treacherously set on tire previously to 
her crew leaving), blew up,, killing a master’s mate, tliree- 
seamen, and one marine, and mortally wounding Mr. Kobson, 
besides severely injuring several of the boat’s crew. This 
was the tliird occasion, within less tliau a month, on which 
Mr. Hobson and his gallant companions had distinguished 
themselves. 

On the 17th of March, tlie 16-gun brig Penguin, CV>nniiaTider 
Oeorge Moms, drove on shore, on the bar of Senegal, the 
French privateer schooner Henomniee, of twelve guns and 
eighty-seven men, which, on the 24th, \vas totally destroyed 
by Lieutenant Charles Williams and a boat’s (jrew. 

On the 23M of March, the boats of the 32-giin frigate 
Magicienne,^ Captain Adam Mackenzie, in command ol 
Lieutenant James Boxer, assisted by Lieutenant Daniel 

‘ We have been unable to meet with any other record of this capture 
than is to be found in a list of the votes of the Patriotic P"und Com* 
mittee. 
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IJarbor, cut out the Dutch guu-boat Schrik : the Patriotic 
Fund Cominittee voted to each a sword, value fifty guineas. 

On the 23rd of March, the iS-gun ship-sloop Osprey, Com- 
mander ^leorge Younghuaband, cruising on the Windward 
Island station, chased the French 12-pounder 36-gun piivateer 
Egyptienne, and arriving within hail commenced an action, 
which was continued with the xitmost gallantry for otie hour 
and twenty raiimtes, when the Egyptieime sheered ofij and 
before dark was out of sight. The Osprey had one man 
killed and sixteen wounded. The ]>rivateer, out of 248 men 
and boys, had eight killed and nineteen wounded. Two days 
afterwards, the Egyptienne was chased by the 12-pounder 
14 -gun ship-sloop Hippomenes, Commander Conway Shipley, 
and after a pursuit of fifty- four hours, and a running fight 
of three hours and twenty minnte.s, hauled down her colours 
and was taken possession of. On board the Hippomenes, 
John Lloyd, master’s mate, was wounded. The Egyptienne 
had formerly been the national frigate Kailleuse, and measured 
SoO tons. Captain )Shipley, with his accustomed liberality, 
stated in Ms oificial account of the capture, that he attributed 
his easy victory to the dretid entertained on board the Egyp- 
tieuiie of being as severely beaten as she had previously been 
by the Osprey. Both commanders were deservedly noticed 
by the Patriotic Fund, and a sword of the value of 100 
guineas presented to each. 

On the 24th of March, the 13-gun bark Wolverine, Com- 
?Bander ITenry Gordon, on her way to ISTewfoundland, with 
eight sail of convoy, was chased by the French SO-gim 
privateer Blonde. Captain Gordon, directing tli(3 merchant 
vessels to make the best of their way into port, stood towards 
the stranger, and at 4h. p.m., arrived within half gun-shot, 
and hove to on the starboard tack. The Blonde soon after- 
wards ranged up alongside to vdndward, and commenced the 
action, then wore with the intention of raking the Wolverine ; 
but the latteiv to avoid this, wore also. The two vessels 
then came to the wiiid on the larboard tack, and the action 
continued unin terruptedly for fifty mimites . Tb e W olverine, 
being in that time much shattered, her wheel shot away, mid 
her hold filled with water, hauled down her colours. Out of 
a complement of seventy men and boys, one midshipman 
and four seamen were killed, and ten wcunded. The Blonde 
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was a frigate-built ship of 600 tons, and mounted twenty-font 
long 8-poimders on the main-deck, and six carronades on tll| 
quarter-deck and forecastle, with a ci*ew of 240 men. Her 
first lieutenant was mortally, and five men slightly, wounded- 

The prisoners were scarcely removed from the Wolverine 
ere she sank, afibrding a convincing proof of her haying been 
defended to the last extremity. Oommander Gordon, on his 
return to Englaiid, was tried by court-martial, and most 
honourably acquitted, aaid shortly affcerwaids promoted. 

On the aSth of M the 18-gun brig Scorpion, Com- 
mander George Nicholas H’ardinge, cruising off the Dutch 
coast, discovered two brig-coi*vettes lying in the Vlie Passage, 
at the entrance of the TexeL On the 31st, the 14-gun sloop 
lileaver, Coininander Charles Pelly, joined company, and it 
was decided on to attempt the cutting out one of the brigs. 
Accordingly, at 9h. 30m. p.m., five boats, containing sixty 
ofilcers and men, headed by the two commanders, quitted the 
Scorpion. AboutiRhalf-past ten tliey got alongside the oxiter- 
mosfc, which ■was the Dutch national brig A.talante, mounting 
sixteen long 12-pounders, with a crew of seventy-six men, 
and fully prepared for defence, having her boardmg-nettings 
triced up. 

Coniniander Ilardingo was the first man on her dock, but 
was quickly supported by his boats’ crews. The impetuosity 
of the assault was such, that many of the Dutch crew ran 
below ; those who remained, however, fought desperately, and 
did not surrender until the captain^ and three seamen were 

^ Gaptaiii Hardinge, in a private letter, furnisfhes several interesting 
details. “The decks,” he writes, “were slippery in consequence of 
rain, so that, grappling witli loy first opponent, a mate of the watch, I 
fell ; but, recovei'iug itiy position, fouglit him upon equal terms, and 
killed him. 1 then engaged the captain, as brave a man as any service 
ever boasted : he had almost killed one of my seamen. To iny shame 
be it spoke ii, he disamied me, and was on the point of killing me, when 
a seaman of mine” (as Captain Hardinge thought at tlie time, but it 
Mr. ’Williams, f he master) “came up and rescued me, and enabled me to 
recover niy awcuYL At this time all the men Irom the boats had boarded, 
and were in i)osseBsion of the deck. Two men were going to fall upon 
the captain at once. I ran up, held them hack, and then adjured iuni 
to acce|>fc <.iuarter. With inflexible heroism he disdained the gift, kept 
us at l;)ay, and compelled us to kill him. He fell covered with honour- 
able wounds.” Captain Cai^> was buried with all the respect v.hich his 
bravery merited, and the prisonera were all put on . shore. 
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Mlled, and tbree officcjrs and eight seamen wounded. lieu- 
Hiiant Buckland S. Bluett, Woodford AYilliams, master, 
Edmund J ones, midsliipman, and two seamen, all of the 
Scorpion, were wounded. A heavy gale coming on the next 
morning, the British were obliged to remain forty-eight hours 
before they could weigh ; but at length, after three days' 
perseverance in the intiicate chaimol, the Atalante was 
brought otf. Captain Hardinge was for his galhuitry posted 
into the Proselyte, and Lieutenant Bluett made a commander. 
Swords, each of 100 guineas’ value, Were presented by the 
Patriotic Fund to Oomnianders Hardinge and Pelly, and of 
fifty guineas’ value to lieutenants BJuett, William Shields, 
and Edward AVlute. Bobert Fair, master of the Beaver, and 
James Puckingliorn (or Polkinghorn), master’s mate, were 
similarly noticed for their gallantry. This is a naval medal 
action. 

On the 3rd of April, the hired armed cutter Swift, Lieu- 
tenant William M. Leake, was captiiri^d after a severe 
struggle (in which the commander and several men. were 
killed) by tbe French xebeck privateer Espeimice, of greatly 
superior force. The Swift had despatches from England for 
Lord Kelson off Toulon, but wliich were destroyed prior to 
the cutter’s captui’e. 

On the 9tb of April, the Wilhelmina, armed en-Jlutey 
mounting eighteen long 9-poundcrs, one 12-pQunder car- 
I’onado, and two long C-pounders, Commander Henry Lam- 
bert, bound to Madras, and accomj)anied by a country shij> 
valuably laden, discovered a large sail in chase. Captain 
Lambert immediately directed the merchant ship to part 
company, and make the best of her way to TrincomalC\ 
The stranger was the French 32 -gun frigate privateer 
Psyche, Captain Trogoff, and on the 11th, at daylight, the 
Wilhelmina hoisted her colours and tacked towards her, and 
l)assing on opposite tacks, the Wilhelmina to windward, an 
engagement commenced. The Wilhelmina then wore, and 
passed under the stern qf the Psyche, raking her with effect , 
but after much clever, manoeuvriiig on both sides, and a close 
and spirited action, which lasted one hour and a half, the 
Psych6 miide sail away, leaving the Biitish ship with her 
main-topmast gone, and otherwise too disabled for pursuit. 
Out of a complement of 134 men and boys, the Willielnaiim 
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had her boatswain and three men moiiially, and six seamen 
slightly, wounded. The crew of the Psycli6 numbered 250 , 
of whom her second captain and ten men were killed, and 
her captain (dangerously) and thirty-two men wounded. 
Captain Lambert was deservedly posted and appointed to the 
32-gun frigate Terpsichore. \ 

On the 1st of May, the boats of the troop-ship Thisbe, 
Commander lie wis Shepheard, in charge of Lieutenant 
Robert Comer> captured the privateer Vtloce, the circum- 
stances attending whlcli were considered by the committee 
of the Patriotic Fund to merit a reward of fifty guineas ; but 
no official report of the affair is to be met with. 

On the 8th of May, the 18-gun brig Vincego, Commander 
John AVestley Wright, lying becalmed at the entrance of 
the Morhihan, on the coast of Bretagne, and while endea- 
vouring to sweep out against the current, was attacked by a 
French flotilla, commanded by Lieutenant Tourneur, consist- 
ing of six brigs, each mounting two long 18 and one 
24-pounder, witlx seventy men ; six luggers, mounting each 
two 18-pounders, with from forty to fifty men ; and five 
luggers, each armed with a brass 36 lb. howitzer, and from 
twenty to thirty men ; total, thirty-five guns, and 700 men. 
At 8h. 30m, a.m. the gun-vessels opened their fire, gaining 
rapidly on the Vincego. At 9h. 30m., the brig opened her 
broadside uj)on her numerous and poweidtil foes, which she 
continued to engage ixearly two hours within musket-shot 
By this time the Vincego was very much disabled aloft, had 
three guns dismounted, and out of fifty-one men and twenty- 
four boys, two were killed, and twelve wounded, including 
the captain. Finding fuithcr resistance unavailing, the 
British colours were hauled down.^ 

On the 16th of May, a division of prames and gun-boats, 
under Reai*- Admiral Ver Huell, from Flushing, bound to 
Ostend, moimting together upwards of 100 guns, long 28, 


* The French commander, on receiving the swoi*d from Captain 
Wright, thus addressed him: — '‘You have nobly defended the honour 
of your nation and the reputation of your profession. love and 

esteem the brave ; and you and your crew ^hall be treated with every 
possible attention.” The subsequent murder of Captain "Wright, in the 
Temple, at Paris, served as a melancholy answer to the French officer’s 
speech. 
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24, and 36-poundeTs and mortars, having about 6,000 Baen, 
attacked by a squadron of frigates and sloops under Sir 
Sidney Smith* The 1 8-gim brig Cruiser, Commander John 
Hancock, and 16-gun sloop Battler, Commander Francis 
Mason, particularly distinguished themselves, and were 
chiefly instrumental in driving on shore the flag-prame Yille 
d’ An vers and four schooners. The Cruiser had one seaman 
killed, and George Ellis, captain’s clerk, and three seamen, 
wounded ; the Ilattler, two men lolled, and three wounded ; 
and the Aixnable, Mr. Christie, master’s mate, Mr. Johnson, 
midshipman, and live men, killed ; and Lieutenant William 
Mather, William Shadwell, purser, Mr. Connor, midshipman, 
and eleven men, wounded. 

On the 21st of June, the 14-giin ship-sloop Hippomenes, 
Commander Kenneth Mackenzie, cniising off Antigua, dis- 
covered to windward the French 8-pounder 18-gun privateer 
Bonaparte, which, deceived by her appearance, hoisted 
English colours, and chased. At Ih. 50m. P.M., having 
arrived within gun-shot of the Hippomenes, the latter 
opened her lire, which the privateer returned. In a short 
time the Bonaparte, being much cut up in sails and rigging, 
fell on board the Hippomenes ; and Captain Mackenzie, 
ha\dng caused the privateer’s bowsprit to be lashed to the 
mainmast of Ms ship, called to his crew to follow him, and 
gallantly rushed on the enemy’s forecastle. The French 
were driven aft, where they rallied ; but, instead of having 
been followed by Lis crew, Captain Mackenzie found only 
eighteen men witli him, and after a desperate struggle nine 
were driven back to their vessel, their loss having amounted to 
five men killed, and Lieutenant William Fierce, and William 
Coll man, purser, with two seamen, who were left prisoners 
on board the French vessel. Of the nine who returned to 
the Hippomenes eight were wounded, including the captain 
and master’s mate severely. The lashing having parted, the 
two ships separated; and the Bonaparte, leaving the Hippo- 
inencs in a dmbled state, made feiU and escaped. Captain 
Mackenzie received no less than fourteen wounds, and was 
so exhausted, that he fell senseless into the main chains of 
his own ship. 

On the 11th of July, at 1 Oh. P.M., ten boats belon^g to 
the frigates Narcissus, Seahorse, and Maidstone, under the 
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orders of Lienteuant John Thompson, of the JTarcissns, with 
Lieutenants John Richard Ltimley, Ogle Moore, and Hyde 
1‘arker, mates, and Midshipmen Rohei't Maiinsell, Samuel 
Spencei*, William Walker, John Geoi’ge Victor, and — Ha- 
milton, attae-kod twelve settees, lying at La Yandour, in 
HiertKs Hay, moored with chains to the hcach, and covered 
by a battery of three guns. About midnight, under a very 
heavy fire from the settees and the troops on shore, the vessels 
were gallantly boarded, and all, except one, whicli was brought 
off, set on fire. In this affair Thomas Owen Roche, raidship- 
man, two seamen, and one marine, were killed ; and Lieu- 
tenant Lurnley (lost an arm), Robert Maiinsell, mate, Thomas 
W. Ikdingficld, Thomas A. Watt, and John G. Victor, mid- 
shipmen, fifteen seamen, and three marines, wounded. Most 
of the above officers received swords or other testimonials 
of their gallantry from the Patriotic Fund. 

On the 12th of July, the 36-guii frigate Aiglc, Captain 
George Wolf<3, drove on shore and destroyed the Ifrench 
20-gun ship Charerite and 8-gun brig <Toie, close under Cor- 
doiian lighthouse. 

On the 15th of July, at 2h. 30m. a.m., tlie 14-gim ship- 
sloop Lily {12-pom\der carronades and two i-potinders). 
Commander William ('ompton, ^vas chased, wdien off Cape 
Roman, in the United States, by the French privateer Darno 
Ambeiii, mounting sixteen long 6-pounders, commanded by 
Captain Charles Lamarque. As the Lily was ke])t at long- 
shot distance, lier carronades were of little use, and being 
soon disabled in her ligging, the privateei- closed, and taking 
up a position under her bow^s, after lashing tlie bowspiit of 
the Lily to her taffrail, made several attorn] )ts to board. In 
this raking position, tlio Bntish crew, originally about seventy 
men, vsuffei'ed severely, and among the killed were the cap- 
tain, the first lieutenant, and several other officers. The 
remainder/ many of whom were severely wounded, and 
among them Michael Head, master’s mate, nobly defended 
the ship ; but two houi*s and ten minutes from the commenc<v 
ment of the action, the ninth assault of the French crew was 
successful, and the Lily was boarded and carried. The loss 
on board the I)ame Ambert is stated in the French accounts 
at five men killed, and eleven wounded. 

On the 19th of July, the squadron under Commodore 
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Owen, in the 38-giin frigate Immortalite, consisting besides 
of the 38-gun frigate Leda, Captain Robert Honyman, and 
a great many small vessels, attacked a division of gun-yessels 
off Boulogne, and drove on »shore three brigs and a lugger, 
disabling several others. 

Oil the 3ist of July, the 32^gun frigate Tartar, Captain 
Keith Maxvrell, being at daybreak to leeward of the island 
of Sacina, in the West Indies, chased a scLooner, which, in 
order to escape, made for the narrow passiige between Saoua 
and St. Domingo. At 8h. a.m. the Tartar had gained con- 
siderjibly in the pursuit ; but althougli I'epeatedly fired at, 
the ch^se, which was the French privateer schooner Hiron- 
ilelle, mounting ten long 4-pounders, refiised to bring to, and 
] persisted in entering the cliannel, where she anchored, under 
cover of a reef of rocks. The fiigate being unable to follow 
tlie schooner, Captain Maxwell permitted three boats to 
attempt her capture ; and these, commanded by Lieutenants 
Henry Muller and Nicholas Lockyei', and manned by volan- 
teers, proceeded on this service. Although exposed to a 
severe fire, and in the face of a strong sea-breeze, the boats 
accompUslied their purx>ose with the utmost gallantry, and 
only ontJ seaman and one marine were wounded. The Hiron- 
delle, out of a crew of fifty men, had fifteen killed and 
wounded, and tliree missing. The Patriotic Fund voted to 
each of the lieutehants a sword of fifty guineas' value. ' 

Oil the 2Gtli of August, a fiotilla of sixty brigs and up- 
wards of thirty luggers was attacked off Cax)e Grinez by the 
Iminoiijalitc frigate, Commodore Owen ; 1 8-gun brig Harjiy, 
Coniinander Edmund Hey wood ; 12-^n brig Adder, Lieu- 
tenant George Wood ; and Constitution cutter, Lieutenant 
J. B. A. Denis, within shot of their numerous batteries. Several 
gun- vessels ran ashore, anj^ the remainder bore up for Bou- 
logne. The Constitution was sunk by a shell, and one seaman 
killed and six wounded was the total loss of the British 
squadron. This action was pertbrmed in sight of Napoleon, 
to whose ho]:)es for an invasion of England by means of the 
fiotilla this defeat was a heavy blow. 

On the 13fch of August, Caxitain Heniy Heathcote, com- 
manding the 32-gun frigate Galatea, learning that the Lily — 
the name of which had been changed to General Embuf — 
was lying in the B^iintos, near Anse k Mire, desfiatched four 
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boats, contaimng about ninety men, under the command of 
Lieutenant Charles Ilayman, and Michael Ihrbcck, master, 
assisted by Lieutenant of marines Robeit Hall, and other 
officers, to attempt hei' recapture. Every means of defence 
had been adopted for her protection ; an armed scliooner was 
placed across her bows, the ship lay close under the batteries, 
and a boat rowed guard at the entrance of the harbour, to 
give timely intimation of the approach of boats. ISTot a shot 
was fired until Lieutenant Hayman, in the barge, at about 
Ih. A.M., got nearly alongside, when, notwithstanding a tre- 
niendouwS cannonade, the boats jnilled in. Lieutenant Hay- 
man was moi'tally wounded, an<l out of twenty -six men in 
his boat moTe than twenty had received dangerous wounds. 
The three remaining boats, after enduring a heavy fire of 
grape and musketry for nearly an hour, were under the 
necessity of retreating, leaving the barge to her fate, mid 
after repassing the batteries, reached the Galatea at 
3h. 30m. A.M. The loss in this unfortunate affiair amounted 
to Lieutenant Hayman, who fell covei*ed with 'wounds, the 
master, and Mr. Wall, midshipman, killed. Lieutenant 
Hall lost his right arm, and was made prisoner, and several 
other officers were wounded. The total loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, was sixty-five. 

On the 17 til of August, the 38-guri frigate Loire, Captain 
Frederick L, Maitland, cruising off the French coast, fell in 
with the 30-gun privateer Blonde 3 and after a twenty 
hours’ chase, and running fight of fifteen minutes, in which 
the Loire had Boss Connor, midshipman, and five seamen 
wounded, and the Blonde two killed and five wounded, the 
French ship surrendered. The Blonde was the same which 
< aptured the Wolverine. 

On the 15th of September, as the 50-gin) sliip Centurion, 
under the command of Lieutenant James lioj>ert Pliilips 
(Captain James Lind being ashore on duty), was lying at 
auclior in Yizagapatam Beads, in company with t vo India- 
men, three ships, known to be the French 7 4 -gun ship 
Marengo, Bear- Admiral Linois, with tlje fi-igai*e«? Atalante 
and Semillante, were observed standing into the anchorage. 
At lOh. A.M., the Atalante having arrived within gun-shot, 
the Centuiion cut her cable, and making sail, stood out 
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towards lier, ami at 200 yards’ distance gave her a broadside. 
The Marengo and Semillante, ten minutes afterwards, being 
on the larboard quarter of the Centurioni also opened fire 
upon her, and the latter gallantly sustained the unequal 
combat till lOh, 45in., when the Marengo, having sustained 
niucli injury to her sails and rigging, hauled to the wind, 
and was followed by the two frigates* A 3«gvm batteiy had 
alone been able to co-operate with the British ship. Un- 
able to niaiKeuvre properly, owing to her damaged sails and 
spars, the Genturion soon after anchored in six fiithoms, 
to the uorth-ea.st of tlie town, \rhere Captain Lind joined. 
At llh. 30in, the French .ships made another imsnccessful 
attack upon the British 50-gun ship, after whi^li they took 
quiet possession of the Princess Charlotte Indiaman, and left 
the Centurion without fuHher molestation. The Centurion’s 
damages were extensive, and her loss amounted to one man 
mortally and nine .slightly wounded. The Marengo had two 
men killed, and one wounded ; and the Atalante, fwo killed, 
and six (one mortally) wounded. Captain Lind ^vas knighted, 
and a sword of 100 guineas’ value presented by the Patriotic 
Fund; but the lieutenant had to w^ait a year for his pro- 
motion, altliou gh complimented with a sword of fifty guineas’ 
value by til 0 Patriotic Fund Committee. The naval medal 
is granted for tliis action. 

On. the 3rd of October, a squadron, consisting of the 
44-gim frigate Indetati gable, Captain Graham Moore; 32-gun 
frigates Medusa and Amphion, Captains John Gore and 
Samuel Sutton ; and 38-gun frigate Lively, Captain Graham 
E. IlaTnond, were despatched off the coast of Spain to inter- 
cept a Spanish .squadron expected from Monte Yideo, laden 
with treasure- On the 5th of October, at 6h. a.m., being off 
Cape Santa Maria, with the wind from north-east, the Medusa 
discovered four sail to leeward, to which chase w^as imme- 
diate!}^^ given ; and at 8h. a.m. the strangers, which w^ere the 
Medefi, of forty guns, Bear-Admiral Bustamente, and 34-giin 
frigates Fatna, Clara, and Mercedes, formed the line of battle^ 
ahead, on the larboard tack, in the following order : — Fama, 
Medea, Mercedes, Clara. At 9h. 15m. the Medusa arrived 
within pistol-shot on the weather beam of the leading ship, 
the Indefatigable, Amphion, and lively taking their stations 
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to windward of the Spanijmls ; but the Amphion ran to 
leeward of the Mercedes. The Indefatigable having fired a 
shot across the Medea^ the Spanish ship hove to, and Captain 
Moore sent a boat alongside with Lieutenant Thomas Arscott, 
to explain to the admiral the nature of his orders, and to 
express a hope that their execution rnight be unattended 
with bloodshed ; but an luisatisfactory reply was retiimed, 
A sliot was then fired from the Indefatigable ahead of the 
Medea, and the Indefatigable ran down upon her weather 
bow. Tlie Mercedes, upon this, fired into the Ampldon, and 
the Medea into the Indefatigable. The signal was then 
made for close action, and after nine minute;\s’ smart firing, 
the Mercedes took fire and blew up. The Fama having 
been closely engaged by the Medusa., stnick her colours, but 
rehoisted them, and endeavoured to escape. In a few minutes 
the Medea and Clara surrendei'ed, and the Lively having 
joined the Medusa in the pursuit of the Fama, the latter, 
after recemng a few shot from tlie Lively, hauled down her 
colours. The loss of tlie British squadron amounted to two 
loen killed, and seve^ w'ounded. The Medea had two killed, 
and ten wounded ; the Fama, eleven killed, and fifty wounded ; 
and the Clara, seven killed, and twenty wounded* The Mer- 
cedes sank with the wliole of her crew and passengervS, except 
tlie second captain and about forty men, who were taken off 
a part off the wreck. The prizes were very valuable. 

On the '5th of May, Surinam surrendered to a British 
squadi^ori, under Commodore Samuel Hood, and 2,000 troops 
under Major-General Sir Charles Green. The naval force 
consisted of the 74-gun ship Centaur, Captain Murray Max- 
well, bearing the commodore’s pendant; three 44- gun ships, 
armed en~JltUe; 3(5-gim frigate Emerald, Captain James 
O’Brien ; 14-gun ship Hippomenes, Captain Conway Shipley 
(who had charge of the disembarkation of troops) ; 
14-gun ship-sloop Drake, Commander Will] am Ferris ; and 
schooner Unique, Lieutenant George E. Brand. This im- 
portant conquest was achieved with the loss to tlie navy 
of Lieutenant James Edward Smith (Centaur), William 
Shuldham, midshipman, one boatsw'ain, and two men, killed ; 
and Lieutenants William King, Eobei*t Henderson (both of 
the Centaur), and George Brand (Unique), and five men. 



92 


CAPTUBE OP GOKEE. 


[1804. 

woiinded ; and of the troops a still slighter loss ; the jbotal 
being eight killed and twenty-one wounded, many by an 
explosion. 

On the 4th of Marcli, Gor4e was recaptured (it having 
been taken in the month of January) by a small force under 
Captain Edwau‘d Sterling JDickson, in the 36-gttu fiigate 
Inconstant. . 
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1805.1 BOATS OF HATTLER AT ST. VALERY. 


The captiire of tile SpaBiah frigates, just related, was 
made the plea for a declara-tion of* war. This declaration 
was signed at Madrid, on the 12th of December, 1 804, but 
it is more than probable that it would have been issued, had 
the attack oh tlie Spankh ships not been made. The 
Spaniards possessed extensive fleets in Ferrol, Cadiz, and 
Carthagena, and their intention was to unite these with the 
Rocliefort, Brest, and Toulon fleets, and, in conjunction wdth 
the invasion flotilla, annihilate England. Thanks to the 
valour and ability of a Nelson, and to the wooden bulwarks 
of England, their plans were fnistrated. The force which 
Spain i)laced at the disposal of the French w^as thirty-seven 
largo sail of the line, manned and ready for sea at a moment’s 
notice. 

On the 4th of January, the Ifl-gun sloop Battler, Com- 
mander Frauds Mason, cruising off the French coast, took 
possession of a fislxiug-boat belonging to Dieppe. At the 
time, there was lying in the Bay of St. Valery en Oaux, 
close under a 4~gun battery, the French 14-gun privateer 
Vimereux, having a crew of seventy-eight men, including 
fifteen grenadiers chosen from the camp at Boulogne. As 
tliis vessel had committed great de])redatioiis upon British 
shipping, it was considered desirable to attack her ; and 
Lieutenant William C. (1 DalyelD volunteered to endeavour 
to bring her out. Lieutenant Daly ell was accompanied by 
Acting-Lieutenant Axigustns Donaldson, Edward Bourne, 
and Williau\ Richards, midshipmen, and twenty-seven men. 
Eleven meti and a Frenchman embarked in the captured 
fishing-boat, commanded by Lieutenant Dalyell ; ciglit were 
in the Folkstone’s boat, under Lieutenant Donaldson ; and 
eight in tlie Rattler’s cutter, in charge of Mr. Bourne. The 

’ This gallant officer, whose ca|>ture is noticed at p. 71, after under- 
going a series of privations and sufferings, had eflectcjd his escape and 
rejoined his ship. 
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fishing vessel taking the boats in tow, on closing the 
Yimereux, was hailed, and it became evident that the visit 
was expected^ The attack commenced with a heavy fire of 
small -arms Irom the privateer. Lieutenant DalyeJl boarded 
on the larboard side, accompanied by Mr. Donaldson ; and 
after a severe struggle the defenders were driven below. The 
tide of victory, however, suddenly changed. It appears that 
a chest full of arms and loaded muskets, usually kept upon 
deck, had been put below the day preceding the combat, 
to ease the vessel in a gale of wind ; and the enemy wfis 
thus placed in possession of increased means of resistance. 
The sentinels placed to guard the hatchways, while the cap- 
tors were getting the lugger under weigh, were shot down ; 
and the Frenchmen in a body rushed upon deck. A fearful 
slaughter ensued. The Eritish fought, notwithstanding the 
odds against them, and with vaiied success ; but, aftei* twenty 
minutes’ conflict, Dal yell and his brave companion Donald- 
son fell, covered with desperate wounds/-^ Mr. Bourne, not 

* It was a fine clear inoonlight night, Tiie shy was serene, and the 
tinniianient, gloriously studded, shed a silvery lustre over the rippling 
waves. Wlion they arrived within h.*iil, the watcli on tlie dock of the 
lugger called out to know who came there. The Anglo-Freiicbman 
answered that the boat was No. 78, and belonged to Fecamp. What 
is the master’.s name?” rejoined the wary sentinel. The unfortunate 
lellow gave a name which some of his countrymen on board the vessel 
know to he a false one. “ Come on, come on, my lads !’' said the foe ; 
we know yon arc English. You will iind us prepared.” — Ma/n7talL 
The enemy seeing the boats of the Pattler retreat, yet not daring 
to remain oiUside tin? harbour, now prepared to take their lugger over 
the bar. Already they had begun to throw into tlie sea the bodies of 
the slain ; and two men taking hold of Lieut. Dalyell round his legs and 
shoulders, wore in tl)o act of heaving him overboard also, "wlien one of 
them slipped, betrayed by the clotted gore, and fell on his sule amongst 
the mingled mass of French and British blood. To this accident was 
the gal hint ollicer indebted for hi.s life; lor just at that moment the 
Rattier was seen working into the bay and making signals with blue 
lights, which so much alarmed the enemy, that instead of consigning 
him to a watery grave, he \ras pitched headlong down the main hatch- 
way. At this time he was quite senseless, in which .state he lay, without 
the least attention being ])«aid to liim, for a couple of hours. Frojn the 
hold of the privateer he was conveyed to a dark dungeon on shore, the 
Roor of v’hich was in a very humid state, scantily covered with straw. 
When the Frencli military surgeons hacl dressed their wounded country- 
laon, they examined Ijieut. Dalyell, and considered his case so desperate 
that they vvtu-e inclined to pas.? him over as one already dead, — ^his head 
seemed iiaoked asunder, having received no less than nine sabre-cuts ; 
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having boarded with the others, had taken tlie lugger in tow, 
and was shot dead in his boat ; and out of the whole thirty^ 
one persons, only six escaped unhurt. Mr. liicliards and ten 
or eleven wounded seamen regained the ship, but three of 
their* number died before reacliing Portsmouth. The I^itriotic 
Committee voted Mr. Dalyell a sword of fifty guineas’ value 
and a grant of 

Lord Nelson, with eleven sail of the line, \vas blockading 
twelve sail in Toulon ; but being diiveii from his station for 
the purpose of watering liLs ships, the French fleet, niider 
Vice- Admiral Yilleneuve, sailed from Toulon on the 17th of 
January. Intelligence of this event having reached Lord 
Nelson at Sardinia, he searched every port in the Mediter- 
rane«an in the hope of meeting the enemy ; but the French 
fleet, having been damaged in a gale of wind, retunied to 
Toulon, and Lord Nelson resumed the blockade. A second 
escape, however, took place on the 29th of March, when 
Yilleneuve succeeded in effecting a junction with a Spanish 
squadron of six sail of the line, at Oartliagcna, with which 
he passed the Straits of Gibraltar, an<l sailed for the West 
Indies. Nelson, with ten sail of the lino, followed him with 
unexampled vigoui* and decision, and the French admiral, 
learning by some means that he was pursued, quitted tlie 
West Indies in haste, having done nothing beyond ca,])turing 
the Antigua convoy and the Diamond llock. Finding that 
Yilleneuve had left the West Indies, Lord Nelson returned 
Iionie wards with the fleet, and joined Admiral Oornwallis off 
XJshant in July, from whence he proceeded to Gibraltar. 

On the 21st of January, the 10~gun schooner Gipsey, 
Lieutenant Michael Fitton, while lying to off Cape Antonio, 
waiting to deliver des])atches to the Princess Charlotte 
frigate, w^a.s chased by tw-o schooners ainl three felucca-rigged 
pri vateers, which stood out from under the land. In order 
to draw one or more within reach, the lieutenant ordered all 
sail to be made, as if to escape ; but by towing the bight of 

his kft foot was lacerated by a pistol-ball, and in addition be liad three 
other severe and two slight wounds. Tliey therefore contented tliein- 
selves with bimling a naj»kin round his head, which was all they could 
be prevailotl upon to attempt on his belialtV' — Marshall. This galJaiit 
officer survi void his desperate wounds, but remtdned a prisoner in Prance 
till 1818, He is now (1851) a conunauder of Cfrewnwich Hospital, and 
inheritor of a baroiietcy. 
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the cable under tbe vessel’s bottom, the Gipsey’s progress 
was retarded. One of tbe privateers having arrived witlun 
shot of the G-ipsey, the latter hauled to the wind. The 
privateer, finding the mistake, endeavoured to escape, but 
was so closely pursued and warmly attacked, that she ran on 
the Golorados reef, and went to pieces. The foiu’ remaining 
privateers, observing the fate of their companion, wisely 
regained the shore. 

On the 3rd of February, a fleet of merchant ships, bound 
from Malta to England, under convoy of the 30-gun corvette 
Arrow, and boiiib-vessel Acheron, Commanders Eichard 
Budd Vincent and Arthur Farqaliar, being ofl‘ Cape Caxine, 
was chased by the French 40-gim frigates Iloidense and 
IncoiTuptilile. After an action gallantly iiuiintained for the 
best part of two days, tlie British ships were captured ; but 
by tbe skilful marKcuvring of their commanders, thii-ty-one 
sail of valuable merchant ships were preserved. Out of a 
crew of 125 men and boys, the Arrow had thirteen killed 
and twenty-seven wounded, and the Acheron, out of sixty- 
seven, three killed and eight wounded. The loss on board 
the French ships is not stated. Sca!*cely were the survivoi’s 
of the Arrow’s crew removed, ere th(3 well-defended ship 
pi'oved that she had been fought to the last extremity, as she 
almost immediately sank. The Acheron also had received so 
much damage that it was found necessary to set heron fire. 
Both commanders received the. just meed of their gallantry — 
j>romotion; and swords of 100 guineas’ value were presented 
to each by the Patriotic Fund. The first lieutenant of the 
Arrow, Cuthbert F. Daly, was promoted in June, 1800, and 
the naval medal has been, awarded to those present in the 
captured ships, in testimony to the good service rendered by 
the preservation of the convoy. 

On the 8th of February, at daylight, the 16-gun brig 
Curieux, Commander George E. B. .iSetteswortb, when about 
twenty leagues to the eastward of Bar badoes, discovered a 
brig on her lee bow, which she ovei’took, after a chase of 
twelve hours. The stranger having shortened sail, and 
hauled up on the starboard tack, opened fire upon the 
Cui'ieux, and the latter being on the weather and starboard 
quai'ter of tlie stranger, commenced a close action, which 
lasted forty minutes. The enemy was the French privateer 
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Dame Ernouf, and either deeming the defence desperate, or 
considering the fire of the Cnrieux slackening, her crew 
cheered, and putting her holm down, endeavoimed to lay the 
latter, on board on her larboard quarter. Ca])tain Bettes-' 
worth, however, ordered the helm to be put a-starboard, mid 
catching the jib-boom of the i)rivateer between tlie fore-stay 
and the foremast, a most animated fight took place. Tlie 
raking fire of the Curieux soon cleared the decks of her 
opponent, and just as the British were about to conclude tbe 
business by boarding, the Dame Ernouf fell clear of the 
Curieux, and aft-er a trilling fiuther re.sistance, liauled down 
her colours. Both brigs mounted sixteen long 6-j)ouuders. 
The Oiirieux, out of sixty-seven men and boys, lost Mr. 
Maddox (pTirser), who was killed at the head of the sniall- 
iirm men, and five seamen, killed; and Captain Betteswortb, 
by a musket-ball in the head, Acting-] ieiiten ant Jolm 
D. Boswall, and three .seamen, wottnded. The enejny, out of 
120 men, had thirty killed and forty wounded. 

On the 13th of .February, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate 
San Fioi-enzo, Captain Henry Lambert, being off Vizagapa- 
tam, discovered the Fimich 32-guii frigate l^syche,' Captain 
Bergoret, lying at anchor witli two prizes, whicli immediately 
got underweigh. The wind being light and variable, tlie 
British frigfite could not get near tljem until 5h. SOm. ;p,m. 
on the 1 4th, and at 7h, 30m. she took possession of the 
sternmost, which was the Thetis, late country sliip. Fi*oin 
her, Captain Lainbert learnt that tlie otluu' jirizc^ was tlui 
Pigeon, now named tlie Equivoque, mounting ten guns, with 
forty men, and commanded by a lieutenant of tlie l^syche. 
At 8h. i\M. a running fight commenced between tlie San 
Fioixmzo and Fsycli6, and in a (piarter of an hour afterwards, 
a clo.se action, which w^as coiitiinied until Dli., when the 
Psyche fell on board the San Fiorenzo. A ft(?r fifteen luinutes’ 
severe fighting with musketry, the sliijis sejiarated, and the 
firing of great guns waKS renewed, the Equivoque occasionally 
taking pail: in it. At 9h. 40m. the Psyche’s mainyard was 
shot away, and at llh, 30m, the San h’iorenzo hauled off to 
repair her rigging j but at midniglit, ju.st as she had .again 
taken up a position, and was about to re-open lier broadside, 

* ITie Pgyclri, since her former action (see ijage 84), liad been pur- 
chased into the French navy, 
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a boat came on board witb a message to CaptaLn liambert a^-* 
nonncing that the Psyche had surrendered. The San Fiorenzo 
had Ohnstopher H. B. Lefroy, midshipman, eight seamen, 
and three marines, killed ; and Lieutenant William Dawson, 
James Finlayson, master, lieutenant of marines Samuel 
Ashmore, Samuel Martingale, midshipman, thirty seamen, 
and two marines, wounded : total, twelve killed, and thirty- 
six woimded. The Psyche’s loss amounted to three lieu- 
tenants and fifty-four men killed, and seventy officers and 
men vrounded. The defence of the Psych6 (a 12-pounder 
frigate only) was highly creditable to Captain Bergeret ; but 
the skilful chase and well-conducted attacks of the British 
frigate likewise merit the highest praise. The Psyche was 
lidded to the British navy as a 12-ppunder 32-gun fiigate. 
The Equivoque effected her escape. Lieutenant Bentinck 
C. Doyle, first of the San Fiorenzo, was promoted to the 
rank of commander. This officer leceived his former step 
lur his gallantry when midshipman of the Dai't, in 1801, on 
the occasion of the attack upon and capture of the D^sir6e. 
The Patriotic Fund voted a sword of 100 guineas’ value to 
Captain Lambert. The naval medal has been awarded for 
this action. 

On the 16th of February, at daylight, in lat. 20® N., long. 
67® W., the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Cleopatra, Captain 
Sir Bobert Lauiie, Bart., came in sight of a ship standing to 
the eastward, with the wind at north-west. All sail was 
made in chase ; but it was not until lOk 30m. a.m. on the 
17th that the Cleopatra could overtake the .stranger, which 
was the French 18 pounder 40-gun Mgate Ville de Milan. 
At Ilk 30m. the latter, having shortened sail and hauled to 
the wind> hoisted her colours, and the Cleopatra, having also 
shortened sail, fired her bow guns, and commenced a running 
fight. At 2h. 30m. p.m. the Cleopatra, being within lOO 
yards of her antagonist, the Yille de Milan luflied across the 
bows of the British ship, and opened her broadside. The 
Cleopatra, passing under her adversary’s stern, retiu-ned the 
fire, and ranging up within musket- shot on the starboard 
side of the enemy, a determined fight took place, both ships 
running parallel to each other, sometimes nearly before the 
wind, and at others close-hauled. At 5h., having shot away 
the mam-topsail-yai*d of the Ville de Milan, the Cleopatra 



1805.] CLEOPATRA CAPTURED, 99 

forged aliead, and her running rigging being so much cut 
that she could neither shorten sail nor back lier main-topsail, 
her captain determined to endeaTour to cross the bows of the 
enemy. Just as the Cleopatra was putting her helm down 
for this purpose, a shot disabled her wheel. The French 
frigate observing the ungovernable state of her antagonist, 
bore up, and ran her on board, the bowsprit and figure-head 
passing over the quarter-deck, abaft the main rigging. From 
the commanding position of her adversaiy, owing to the 
strong wind and heavy sea running, the Cleopatra wixs in 
danger of being sunk by her heavy opj)onent. The French 
crew, in their attempts to board, were at first repulsed with 
loss ; but about 5h. 15m. the overpowering numbers of the 
assailants overcame all opposition, and the British colours 
were hauled down. Shortly afterwards, the Cleopatra’s fore 
and main masts went over the side, and tlie bowsprit soon 
followed. Ill this desperate action the Clooj:>atra had only 
200 men at quarters, and of this number*, sixteen seamen, 
three marines, and one boy, were killed ; and Lieutenants 
William Balfour, James Orooke, diaries Mitchell (acting), 
and William Bowen (supernumerary), Jolin Bell, master, 
Lieutenant of njarines Thomas Appleton, John McCarthy, 
boatswain, Ilobert Standly, midsliijunan, and twenty-three 
seamen and .seven marines (two mortally), were wounded : 
total, twenty-two mortally wounded or killed, and thirty-six 
wounded. Captain Benaud, of the Yille dc Milan, was 
killed by the last shot fired from the Cleopatra, and her loss, 
although not stated, was also heavy. The Yille dc Milan 
w^as a ship of 1,100 tons; mounted forty-six heavy gun>s, — 
long 18 and 8-pounders ; and had on board 350 men ; 
whei'oas the Cleopatra measured 690 tons only, and was 
armed wdth long 12-pounders and 24-poundor carronade.s. 
The gallant and persevering chase and unsuccessful attack 
upon the Yille de Milan, confer histiiig credit upon Sir 
ilobert Laurie, bis officers, and crew ; and the Cleopatra’s 
capture, ffir from being an unfortunate issue, adds to the 
lustre of the affair, by proving the determination with which 
the action was conducted. 

Having removed the prisoners, and put on hoard forty- 
nine officers and men, the prize and Yille de Milan (whose 
main and mizen masts having fallen during the night, she was 
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consequently also jury-rigged) continued their course home- 
ward, but on the 23rd of February were descried by the 
50-gun ship Lcander, Captain the Hon, John Talbot, w^hich 
ship immediately chased. The weather coming on thick, the 
Lcander lost sight of the frigates, but at 2h. 3()m. p.m. again 
.obtained a view of them. The Yille de Milan and Cleopatra 
closed iV)r mutual support, and having fired a gun to leewaixl, 
each hoisted a French ensign upon the mainstay. 4h. 
the Leander arrived within gun-shot, and the frigates sepa- 
rated, the Cleopatra running before the wind, and the Ville 
de Milan hauling up with the wind on the larboard quarter. 
At 4h, 30m. the Lcander fired a shot at the Cleopatra, upon 
which the French colours were hauled down, and the ship 
hove to. Those of the original crew of the Cleopatra, who 
remained on board tlieu rushed upon deck, and took }>ossession 
of the ship, and Captain Talbot, directing the Cleopatra to 
follow, immediately pursued the Ville do Milan. Before 
Oh. P.M. the Leaudor haiving got alongside the Ville de Milan, 
that ship surrendered without firing a shot. The French 
ship was added to the British navy under the name of the 
Milan, and classed as an 18-poundor 38-gan frigate. Sir 
Robert Laurie was appointed to command her, and the 
senior lieutenant of the Cleopatra, William Balibui*, was pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. A sword of 100 guineas’ 
value w.*us presented to Sir Tlioiuas Laurie by the Patriotic 
Fund, as a well-merited compliment to his g];'eat bravery and 
skill. 

On the 20th of March, the 18-gim corvette Kenard, com- 
mander Jeremiah Coghlan, being off the norih-east end of 
Cubti, brou^it to action the French privateer General Ernouf 
(late the British sloop-of-^var Lily). After thirty-five mi- 
nutes of close engagement, the General Emouf took fire, and 
in a few minutes blew up. Out of a crew of 160 men, only 
fifty-five were saved, who were picked up by the boats of 
the ReuardJ 

On the 23rd of March two boat^, belonging to the 18-gun 
ship-sloop Stork, Commander George Le Geyt, were sent into 

‘ It is said that the Renard, on closing the General Ernouf, was hailed 
in English, and ordered "Ho strike/’ to which summoiis Captain Coghlan 
replied, he w^ould, and strike d- — d hard too — a projuise be fully 
kex>t. This witticism, however is of remote origin. Seevol, i o. 233 
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the port of Koxo, in the island of Porto Rico, to bring off an 
armed schooner, which was lashed alongside a brig. Lieu- 
tenants George Hobei*tson and James MuiTay, with eighteen 
men, boarded both the vessels, which wore defended by forty 
men, and they were c^xrried without loss ; but Lieutenant 
Murray with one seaman were slightly wmunded. 

On the 5th of April, two boats, containing thirty-five 
seamen and marines, under the command of Lieutenants 
Thomas Oliver and John Campbell, belonging to the 22-gun 
ship Bacohaiite, Captain Charles Dashwood, were despatched 
with orders to enter the harbour of Mariel, which Hcs a little 
to the westward of the Havanmdi, and effect the capture or 
destruction of three French privateers which had taken 
refuge therein. The harbour was j)rotected by a round 
tower forty feet in height, on the summit of which three 
long 24-poiinders %vei*e mounted, and the tower was also 
provided with loopholes for musketry. In the evening the 
boats quitted the ship ; and as it was necessary to master the 
tower, the ])arty determined on landing to make this attack 
first. As the first boat., under Lieutenant Oliver, neared, it 
became exposed to a smart fire from the fort; which badly 
wounded one man. Upon this, Lieutenant Oliver, without 
waiting for the second boat, gallantly pulled for the shore, 
and, leaving the Hon. Almeira de Coiircy, midshipmaxi, and 
three men, including the wounded man, in charge of the 
boat, dashed on with the remaining thirteen to the foot of 
the tower. By means of a ladder brought by the seamen, the 
fort was scaled in most gallant style, and, although garrisoned 
by a Spanish captain and thirty soldiers, obtained possession 
of without further loss. Leaving the tower in charge of a ser- 
geant and six private marines, Lieutenant Oliver, having in 
the meanwhile been reinforced by the other boat, jxroceeded 
to attem[:)t the further task assigned liim ; but the privateers 
had sailed the day previously, and two schooners, sugar- 
laden, were all the spoil which fell to the share of the gallant 
party. Lieutenant Oliver was j>resente<i wit! j a sword, value 
fifty guineas, by the Patiiotic Fund, and in Jarmaiy, 1806, 
jxromoted to the rank of commander. 

On the 9th of April, the 12-guu schooner Gracieuse (tender 
to the fiag-ship at Jamaica,), T. B. Smith, midshipinan, in 
command, caj)tured a Spanish schooner, into which Edward 
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James Huggins, midshipman, was sent as pme-master* In 
companj with the prke, the Gracieuse chased a vessel under 
the forts of St. Domingo, and at 4h. 30m. p.m a lairge French 
national schooner was seen coming out of port steering 
directly for the tender. The Gracieuse stood off the land for 
better sea~room, but at 8h. P.M. shortened sail, and hove to, 
with the prize schooner to leeward. At 8h. 30 m. the enemy, 
hauling up to windward, commenced an action with her long 
gtin and musketiy j but the return was so vigorous that, 
after making several attempts to board, the enemy hauled 
to the wind, and endeavoured to escape. At llh. the 
French schooner tacked in-shore, but was closely followed by 
the Gracieuse, firing grape and canister, and the chase con- 
tinued during the niglit. At 8h. 15m. a.m. on the 10th, the 
schooner was obKS(irved to take the ground under Point 
Selina, from whence the crew were enabled to land from the 
bowsprit-end. The Gracieuse and her prize anchored (the 
latter considerably inside the tender), and Mr. Huggins suc- 
ceeded in getting a haw^ser on board the stranded vessel, 
hoping to heave her offj but she was found full of shot-holes, 
and so fast aground, that the attempt was abandoned. The 
boats were then despatched in charge of Mr. Huggins and 
Mr. McGill, and they succeeded in bringing away the long 
brass 12 -poimdcr and great part of the stores ; but the vessel 
was quickly destroyed by the islanders. Pobert Marley, 
midshipman, and two men, were woimded. The enemy’s 
crew consisted of ninetjr-six men, but her loss in the action 
w^as never asceil/ained. ' 

On the 15th of April, while the 14-gun brig Papillon, 
Commander William Woolsey, was lying at Savannah le Mar, 
intelligence was received of a felucca privateer which was 
cruising off the coast. Having hired a shallop, which he 
disguised as a drogger, he placed Lieutenant Peter J. Prieur, 
with John Christie, the purser, and twenty-four men in her, 
and sent them in quest of the privateer. At 8h. p.m., lieu- 
tenant Prieur discovered the privateer under the land, 
which made sail, and in a short time was alongside the 
shallop, to which she made henself fast. The crew then 
jumped tip from below, and after a volley of musketry, 
boarded and carried the felucca. The British had only two 
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men wounded. The Spaniards had seven men killed and 
eight badly wounded. 

On the 4th of May, intelligence reached Captain Cour- 
tenay Boyle, of the 38-gun frigate Seahorse, while cruising 
off Cape de Gata, respecting a Spanish convoy, which, at 
2h. P.M., was got sight of from the inastliead of the frigate, 
hauling in for the anchoi'age of San Pedro. Lieutenant 
George Downie, in a six-oared cutter, and Tliomas Napper, 
midshipinaii, in a four-oared boat, being sent away, gallantly 
boarded and carried an ordnance brig, laden with 1,170 
quintals of powder ; and in the meanwhile the Seahorse 
opened fire upon the convoy, and it is supposed sunk several 
vessels ; but night closing in, was compelled to haul off out 
of range of the batteries and gun-boats. One seaman was 
killed on board tiie frignte. 

On the 6th of May, after a long pull, four boats belonging 
to the 32-gun Mgate Unicom, Caj)tain Lucius Hardynian, 
captured, off St. Dommgo, the French privateer cutter 
Tape4-bord, of four long 6-poiniders and forty-six men. 
The Unicorn’s boats were commanded by Lieutenaiit Henry 
S. Wilson, assisted by Lieutenants James Tait and Henry 
Bourcliier, Lieutenant of marines Walter Powell, the purser, 
Charles Bundle, and Thomas Tnder Tucker (midshipman 
of the Northumberland), all of whom were highly spoken of. 

On the night of the 1st of June, the boats of the 38-gun 
frigate Loire, Captain Frederick L. Maitland, were des- 
patched, under the command of Lieutenant James Lncas 
Yeo, with Lieutenant of inamies Samnel Mallock, Master’s 
mate Charles Clinch, and BGdshipmen Massey H. Herbert 
and Matthew Mildridge, to cut out a privateer which had 
taken shelter in the Bay of Camaiinas, near Cape Finisten'e. 
The boats did not reach the vessels until break of day on the 
2nd, when the privateer was discovered, together with another 
privateer, moored under a 10-giin battery, Mr. Clinch, with 
the launch, was directed to board the smaller vessel, while 
Lieutenant Yeo, with the cutters, attacked and carried the 
Spanisli felucca Esperanza, armed with three long 18- 
poundeiB and four 4-pounder brass swivels and fifty men. 
The launch also carried the object of her attack, which was 
a lugger, mounting two G-poimders, with a crew of thirty- 
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two men, witliout loss Seyeral Spaniards were killed, and 
many swam to the sliore. Lieutenant Yeo was obliged to 
abamlon .the lugger, but the felucca and three small vessels 
laden with wiiio were brought out. 

Learning from the prisoners that a Fi*ench 26-giiii pri- 
vateer was fitting oat at Mures, Captain Maitland deter- 
niined to attempt her capture : and on the 4tli, at Oli. a.m., 
the Loire stood into the bay with the sea breeze, having the 
boats in tow, containing fifty officers and men, under Lieu- 
tenant Yeo, assisted l)y Lieutenants of marines Samuel Mal- 
lock and Joseph Douglas, and Charles Clinch, mnte. As 
the Loire hauled round the point of Muros Hoad, a battery 
of two 1 8-pounders fired at her ; a few guns were fired in 
return, and Lieutenant Yeo was directed to push for tlie 
shore and spike tlio guns of this battery. As the Loire 
stood on apd opened the bay, a coxwette with thirteen ports 
of a side, and a brig |>ierced for ten guns, wore discovered, 
apparently refitting, but neither had any guns on board. 
At this time a foxii, mounting twelve long 18-pounders, 
distant only a quai’ter of a mile fx‘om the frigate, opened 
a well-directed fii*e upon hex', almost every shot taking effect 
in Tier hidl. Captain Maitland then ordered the anchor to 
be let go, and with a spring on tlie cable brought the Loix'e’s 
bi'oadside to h(^ar, and commenced firing on the fort ; but 
the enibi’asures afforded the Spaniards so much protection, 
that the Loire’s fire \vas eompax'atively harmless. In a few 
minutes nine seamen were wounded ; when siuldenly the 
filing in the fox*t ceased, and the British cr^]oul^s were 
observed x*ising above tlie walls. The cause 'of this circum- 
stance was as follows ; — Lieutenant Yeo, having sjxiked the 
two 18-pounders, observed the fort in question, at no grea.t 
<listance, o[>en fire upon the frigate, and although aware of 
the nature of this formidable battexy, which was a regular 
ditched fort, gfillaiitly determined on an attack. Intent oix 
firing at the Loire, and not suspecting an attack from the 
land side, the outer gate had been left open ; but the 
approacli of the British' pai*ty was observed by a French 
sentinel, who gave the alarm. Lieutenaiit Yeo, however, at 
the head of his men, dashed on, and arriving at the inner 
gate, found the governoi*, with a paif y of soldiers, r(iady to 
oppose his entiy. After a personal conflict between lieu- 
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tenant Yeo and tlie governor, the latter was killed, the 
lieutenant’s sword hemg broken by the force of the blow. 
The struggle was continued, and several Spanish officers fell ; 
many of the Spaniards, also, jumped out of the embrasures, 
and after 4 few minxites the fort was in possession of the 
British. Lieutenant Yeo, Mr. Clinch, . and tliree seamen, 
were wounded. The loss on the part of the garrison was 
severe. The governor, a Spanish volunteer, the second 
captain of the Oonfiance (the corvette at anchor in the road), 
and nine others, were killed, and tliiity wounded. The 
twelve guns having been spiked, their carriages destroyed, 
part of the fort blown u}>, and forty barrels of powder and 
two brass g’uns embai'ked, the boats retiuned to the Loire. ^ 
The two privateers were in the meanwhile taken possession 
of by Captain Maitland. The Confiance measured 490 tons, 
and was litted to carry twenty-f:>iir long 8-j>ounders on a 
flush deck. The brig was fche Belier, whose guns were 'also 
on shore. Captain Maitland sent a flag of truce to the town, 
to say, that if the inhabitants woxikl <leliver u|> the stores of 
tlie privateers, no further molestation should be olfered 
them ; which proposition was agreed to, and tlje stores, 
with the exception of the guns, were all brought offi 
Immediately on his arrival in Enghind, Lieutenant Yeo was 
promoted, and appointed to command the Conflance. ; and 
on the 21st of December, 1807, obtained post I'ank as a 
reward for his skill and bravery, continuing in command of 
the same ship. A sword of 100 guineas’ value was presented 
to Captain MaitLmd, and others of fifty guineas value to 
Lie a tojiants Yeo and Mallock, by tlie l^rtriotic Fund ; and 
the naval medal has been awarded to those present in the 
boats on the occasion. 

On the 13th of June, Captain John Poo Beresford, of the 
40-gun frigate Cambrian, on the Halifax station, sent the 
boats to attack the Spanish privateer schooner Maria, of 
fourteen guns and sixty men. Lieutenants George Bigot, 

* The grotesque appearance of the men in the boats as they returned 
to the ship caused iiuich amusement. After performing their arduous 
labours, several of tlie men taking a fancy to the grenadier caps of the 
Spanish soldiers, exchanged them for their own tarpaulins. The effect 
upon men whose faces were begrimed with, smoke and dirt can easily be 
imagined. 
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in the iauncli, and the Hon. George A. Crofton, in the barge, 
the marines in chaise of Lieutenant William H. Masteriiian, 
gallantly boarded and carried the schooner, in spite of a 
determined resistance, by which the British had two seamen 
killed and two wounded. ^ 

Oil the 3rd of July, the Cambi'tan captured the French 
piivateer schooner Matildjx, of ten long 8-pounders and 
ninety-five men ; and Lieutenant Pigot, with a party of 
seamen and marines, were 2 m t on board the prize, and 
despatched by Captain Beiesford to St. Mary’s Biver, in 
search of a S}>anish schooner 2 )rivateer and two ca 2 >tured 
merchant ships at anchor therein. On the 6th of July, 
the Matilda arrived off, and on the 7th proceeded twelve 
miles U2> the liver, continually fired at by the American 
militia along the banks. The three vessels were moored 
ill line across tlie river ; the privateer, armed with six 
guns and seventy men ; the shqi Golden Grove, of London, 
with eight G-pounders, six swiveds, and fifty men ; and the 
brig Cef es, with swivels and small-arms. The Matilda 
opened fire as she apfu'oached, and continued it for an 
hour, when she grounded ; Lieutenant Bigot then took to 
his boats, and boarded and carried the merchant ship in 
spite of an obstinate resistance. With her guns he com- 
pelled the enemy to abandon the brig and schooner, and 
having taken 2 )C)ssession of them, turned the fire of the three 
vessels on the militia drawn up oil the bank with a field- 
piece, whom he completely routed. Owing to adverse winds, 
it was not until the 21st that the lieutenant could descend 
the river with his jirizes, and rejoin the Cambrian. Two 
seamen were killed ; Lieutenant l^igot was wounded in 
three places by musket-balls, and William Lawson, mate, 
Andrew Mitchell, midshij)man, and twelve seamen, were 
also woimded. Thomas S. Griffinhoofe, Henry Bolman, and 
George Williamson, midshij>men, were, as well as the above, 
spoken of by Captain Beresford, in his despatch, in terms of 
high aj)probation. The Spaniards had twenty -five men 
killed and twenty-two wounded. Lieutenant Pigot wtis 
promoted to the rank of commander in the course of the 
following year. Swords of fifty guineas’ value were presented 
to Lieutenants Pigot, Crofton, and MasSterinan, by the 
Patriotic Fund. * 
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On the 19th of Jnly, the 36-gun frigate Blanche, Captain 
Zachary Mudge, while carrying despatches from Jamaica to 
Barbadoes for Lord Nelson, being at 8h. a.m. in lat. 20® 20' N., 
and long. 66® 44' W., close-hauled with a fresh breeze at 
east, discovered on her weather bow three ships and a brig, 
on the opposite tack, under easy sail. The strangers being 
indistinctly seen through the prevailing haze, were at first 
taken lor a part of an expected coaivoy from Grenada, and 
the Blanche continued to stand towards them, until finding 
the private signal unanswered, it was suspected they were 
enemies. The Blanche then kept more away, and made sail. 
At 8h. 30m, a.m., the strangers, being about tliree miles 
distant, were discovered to be a large frigate and two 
corvettes, and proved to be the French iO-gun frigate 
Topaze, Captain Baudin ; 22-gitn corvette Departexnent des 
Landes, Lieutenant Dcsmontils ; and 18-gun corvette Torch, 
Lieutenant Dehen ; together with the IG-gim brig Faune, 
Lieutenant Charles Brunet ; all of which bore down under 
English colours. At Oli. 45m., the pursuing squadron hoisted 
French colotirs, and the Topaze ha\ing obtained a station 
at 500 yards’ distance from the Blanche, fired her larboard 
broadside. The Topiize having got within pistol-shot, the 
Blanche opened her fire, and the action was continued, both 
ships running large, under easy s^iil, and within hail. The 
^Departemeiit des Landes was on the starboard qumer, 
occasionally firing, and the other two vessels close astern. 
The British fj'igate continued the action until 11 h., when, 
having her masts badly w'^ounded, seven guns dismounted, 
and six feet water in her hold. Captain Mudge, deeming a 
farther defence unavailing, ordered the colours to be hauled 
down. Out of 215 men, the Blanche had seven seamen and 
one marine killed, and William Hewett, boatswain, and 
twelve seamen (three mortally), and Lieutenant of marines 
Thomas Peebles, and one private, wounded. The Topaze, 
out of her crew of 410 — ^including seventy soldiers — ^had 
only one man killed and eleven wounded. Not a man was 
hurt on board the other vessels. The Blanche was a small- 
class 18-pounder 36-gun frigate, of 951 tons ; and the 
Topaze a fine ship of 1,132 tons, and heavily armed. This, 
together with the assistance received by the Topaze from 
her consorts, rendered the defence of the Blanche at the 
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bast but desperate, Sbe was fought as long as a prospect 
of osaipe remained, and a proof of this is afforded by the 
tact, tiiat the night the sliip was taken, possession of, she 
was found in such a battered and sinking stjxte, that her 
captors set her on fire. 

In the mouth of July, Yice-Admiral Sir Bobert Galder 
was cruising off Cape Firiisterre, in the hope of intercepting 
the Franco-Bpanish fleet, on its return from the West 
Indies. Bir Egbert’s fleet consisted of the undernamed fifteen 
sail of the line, which ships had formed the squadrons 
blockiiding Rochefort and Ferrol : — 

Guns. Ships. 

Prince of Wales 

98 ' Glory 

Barflenr . 

^ Windsor Caatle . 

SO Malta 

Thunderer 

Hero 

RejuiLse . 

Defiance 

Ajax 

\V arrior 

Dragon 

.Triumph 

Aganieinnon . . . 

Pais(>tinai)le . . . 

Kgyptienne 

^ Siriu.s . 

Lugger .Nile 

Cutter Frisk 

On the 19th, Sir Bohci't Caldcr received a copy of Lord 
Nelson’s despatch, stating that the French fleet had quitted 
the West Indies, and was probably on its way to Europe ; 
and on the 32nd, in the forenoon, the combined fleet, with a 
reca])tured galloon, waKS discovered to windward by the 
Defiance and Biiiiis, coining down before a light bi^eeze from 
lioith-west. Sir Bobert imtnediately mtide the signal to 
prejjai'e for battle. At noon, Ferrol bearing east-south-east, 
distant forty-nine leagues, and Cape Finisten*e south-east, 
distant thirty-nine leagues, the signal was made to forih the 
line ; and at Ih. 15m. p.m. for close order. The British ships 



( Vice*Adm. Sir R. Caldor (blue) 

( Captoin William Cuniing 
I Rear-Admiral ChaK. Stirling (blue) 
( Captain Samuel W^arren 
,, Oeorge Martin 

,, Oliarles Boyles 

,, Edward Buller 

„ William Lochmere 

,, Hon. Alan Hyde Gardner 

,, Hon. Arthur Kaye Legge 

„ Philip Charles C. Durham 

„ William .Brown 

„ Samuel Hood Lkizee 

,, Edward G riffiths 

,, Henry Inman 

,, John Harvey 

,, Josias Rowley 

„ Hon. Chark^a E. Fleming 

,, William Prowse 

Lieut. John Fennell 

James Nicholson 
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on tlie stai'board tack were thus formed : — ^llero, Ajax^ 
Triumph, Bariletir, AgametnnoTi, ‘Windsor Gastle, Detiance, 
Prince of Wales, Ilepulse, Baisonnable, Dragon, Glory, War- 
idor, Thunderer, Malta. Most ships had top-gallant-s<ails set, 
and all except the Dragon (which was to leeward, and carry- 
ing sail to get into her station) had their courses hauled up. 
The combined fleet also hauled up on the starboard tack, and 
formed in lino of battle, thus : — ^Argonauta, Terrible, America, 
Espana, San Bafael, Firme, Pluton, Mont Blanc, Atlas, Ber- 
wick, I^Teptune, Bucentaure, Formidable, Intrepide, Scipion, 
Swiftsure, Indc»inptable, Aigle, Achille, Algi'siras. 

A thick fog occasionally veiled the two fleets from each 
other^s view, and this, with the light air of wind, prevented 
Sir Bobert from eflecting any very decisive movenient. At 
3h. 20in. p.M. he made the signal to engage, and at 3h. 22m. 
to tack in succession ; and (probably observing that the 
enemy had tacked), at 3h. 26m. the signal was made for the 
leading division to make all sail and steer south-west. At 
4h, 20m., being abreast the enemy’s reai', the signal was 
again jnade to taclc in succession, and about the same time 
the signal to tack was made by Villeueuve, bxit the fog which 
]>rovailed concealed this evolution from the Bi-itish admiral. 
The fleets were three iniles apart, wlam the enemy wore, in 
consequence of the Birene (which ship had the galleon in tow) 
making signals, by firing guns in quick succession, that' the 
rear was in danger of being cut off This signal was princi- 
pally occasioned by the bold a])proa.ch of tlio Sirius, wdiich, 
having by tacking reached the wake of the enemy, tacked 
again with the intention of boarding the galleon, Wliile 
making preparation to effect this object, Captain Browser dis- 
co vored through the haze the Argonauta on the starbcuuxl 
tack, with the wind nearly abeam, and the Sirius ac(K)rtlingly 
bore up to avoid being cut olf by the oneiny’s line, which 
w^as perceiyed approaching. The Argonauta, Terrible, and 
America passed the British frigate without firing ,* but by 
the time she had got abre^ist the Espafia, which was at about 
5h. 15m,, the Hero, the van ship of the BritisL, then wdth 
royals set, hove in stays, and came round on the starboard 
tack. Instantly the Spiinish ships, which also had royals mid 
coui’ses set, hoisted their colours and commenced the action, 
the Argonauta filing her larboard guns at the Hero, and the 
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Espana at the Sirius, which latter ship had two men killed 
and three wounded. 

At 5h. 20m. the Hero opened her fire, and at 5h. 45m. 
the Ajax tacked astern of the Hero, but instead of seconding 
Captain Gardner in his gallant attack, bore awaj to speak 
the admiral. The ships astern of the Hero also tacked in 
succession, and by 6h. the action became pretty general, 
though distant, and not very efiective, for the fog was so 
thick that it was impossible to distinguish any object much 
beyond a ship’s length, and in the confusion thus occasioned, 
several ships in both fleets had to contend with more than 
one opponent. The San Bafael, Eirmo, and Espana, having 
dropped somewhat to leeward, became very much exposed to 
the of the British ; but the Pluton— the Firme’s second 
astern — gallantly boie up, and for some time covered the 
Spanish ship ; but being too powerfully opposed by the lead- 
ing British ships, the Pluton with some difliculty regained 
her station. Being, however, supported by the Mont Blanc 
and Atlas, the Pluton again bore up, and the Espana was 
preserved from capture. The Atlas sufiered severely in this 
aflair*, and, but for the assistance of thf Keptune, would have 
been in jeopardy. About 8h. the Eirme, having lost her 
main and mizen masts, struck, and, in a few minutes after- 
wards, the Bafael, with her main-topmast shot away, also 
surrendered. At 8h. 25m. the combined fleet was barely 
within gun-shot to windwai’d, and the British ships being 
much scattered, Sir Bobert Calder made tho night signal to 
discontinue the action ; but, as very few ships could distin- 
guish the signal, the firing did not cease until 9h. 30m. The 
British ships soon afterwai’ds brought to upon the starboard 
tack to repair their damages. 

The loss sustained by the British fleet amounted to forty- 
one killed and 102 wounded. Ho ship, except the Windsor 
Castle and Agamemnon, lost a mast. The loss in the com- 
bined fleet aniounted to 47 6 in killed and wounded, and a few 
of their ship-s had received some trifling damage in masts and 
yards. The following table will show the loss sustained in 
both fleets ; — 
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KIUUED AND WPt/Ni>4» 


British. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Franco- Spanish. 

KUled. 

Wounded. 

Hero 

1 

4 

Argonauta .... 

4 

3 

Ajax 

2 

16 

Terrible ...... 

r 

4 

Triumph ...... 

5 

6 

America 

8 

8 

Barfleur 

8 

7 

Espaf^a 

3 

6 

Agatnemnon , . 

0 

3 

San itafabl .... 

53 

114 

Windsor Castle 

XO 

35 

Eirme ........ 

41 

97 

Defiance 

1 

7 

Pluton ... . . . . . 

8 

22 

Prince of Wales 

8 

20 

Mont Blanc .... 

6 

11 

Kepulse 

0 

4 

A.tlas 

10 

32 

Kaisonuable .... 

1 

1 

Berwick ...... 

2 

8 

Dragon 

0 

4 

JSTeptune ...... i 

1 

7 

Glory 

1 

1 

Bucentaure .... 

3 

3 

Warrior 

0 

0 

Formidable .... 

4 

6 

Thunderer . , . . 

7 

11 

Intrepide 

5 

6 

Malta 

5 

40 

Scipion . . 

0 

0 

Egyptienne .... 

0 

0 

Swiftsiire ...... 

0 

0 

Sirius 

2 

3 

Indomptablc . . 

1 

1 




Aigle 

4 

0 

Total v<. .... 

41 

162 

Achille 

0 

0 




Alg^siras 

i 

0 

1 

1 


Total 

149 

327 


At daybreak on the 23rd, the two fleets were about seven- 
teen .miles apart, reckoning from the centre of each, but the 
weather was still, so hazy that the enemy was only occasionally 
seen by a few sliips. The British fleet was on the starboard, 
and the enemy was on the larboard tack, with a light breeze 
from north-west by west. About five miles to windward of 
the main body of the British were the Barfleur, Triumph, 
Hero, and Agamemnon ; and six miles to windward of those 
the leeward most ships of the combined fleet, consisting of 
four sail of the line and some frigates; to windward of which, 
distant about five or six miles, was the main body of the 
combined fleet. About five miles to leeward of the Prince of 
Wales, was the Windsor Castle, with fore-topmast and part 
of the head of her foremast gone, in tow of the Dragon, and 
rStiU further to leeward the Malta, Thunderer, and prizes, all 
of which were out of sight of the adnikal. It of course 
became necessary for Sir Ilobert Calder to collect his fleet 
into something like order, and this could only be done by 
bearing up to close the ships to leeward. Having eflected 
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this in some measure, at 91i. a.m., the fleet hauled to the 
wind on the larboard taek, keeping between the enemv and 
the disabled ships. The Saai Eafael and Firme, both by this 
time totally dismasted, wore in tow of the frigates Siiius and 
Eg}'ptienne. 

Light yaiiable airs prevailed throughout the 23rd and 
24th, which must have rendered useless any eflbrt to renew 
the action. With a fleet manifestly inferior, previously by 
five, but now by three sail of the line (or, taking the disabled 
state of the Windsor Castle into the calculation, four sail), 
within a few hours’ sail of ]:)owerful fleets in Ferrol and 
Kochefort, wliich Sir llol>crt had been only recently block- 
ading, an old and well-tried officer ought not to liave been 
condemned for not destroying his trophies, and with fourteen 
sail of the Hue, rashly chase a siiperior fleet. But such w'as 
the expectation and popular excitement of the period, that 
nothing .short of a complete wtory would suffice.^ The two 
jirizes to the fleet arrived at Plymouth on the 31st of July. 
They wei'e purchased into the navy, but being old ships, wei’o 
never fitted for sea. 

During the summer of this year, actions between the 
blockading squadron, under Commodbre Edward 0. W. B. 
Owen, and tliQ Boulogne flotilla, were of daily occurrence. 
The untmng energy, skill, and intre}>idity displayed by the 
British commodore, did much towards disappointing the ex- 
pectations of Napoleon ; and served to convince him of the 
absolute necessity for a line-of-battle fleet to convoy his 
flotilla. The sliips most actively engaged were the follow- 
ing:— 


Frigates. 

Immortality . . , Oornmodore E. W. C, R. Owen 

Hebe . Captain M. Malbon 

Leda „ RoV)ert Honyinaii 

ChifTonne >, Charles Adam 


’ In oonse<|uenoo of the rumours and remarks afloat in the public 
prints, Sir Robert, on his return to England, demanded a court-martial. 
A court accordingly assembled on the 23rd of December, on bofird the 
Prince of Wales, and continued sitting till the when the conclusion 
was arrived at that Sir Robert Calder was deserving of censure, and ho 
was severely reprimanded accordingly, for not having, as it was said, 
done his utmost to renew the action on the 23rd of July. 
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Corvettes. 

Arab Commander Keith MaxM’eU 

Calypsfo . . . . . . „ Matthew Forster 

Ariadne Robert H. Bromley 

Harpy . ,, Edmund Heywood 

Champion .... „ Hon. Edw. ICing 

Gun-brifys. 

Plumper ...... Lieutenant Jas. H. Garrety 

Teaser tt Geo. L. Ker 

Bloodhound.... „ Henry Richardson 

Archer. - . . , ,, John Price. 

The Plumper and Teaser, on the IGth of July, were 
ca})tured by a division of gun-boats in Granville Bay. Lieu- 
te.naut Garroty lost an arm in <iefending his brig. 

The jyrames and gun-vessels at this tiine^ in Boulogiie, 
comprising the invasion flotilla, numbered 578, and 526 
transpoj*ts. The vessels at the jiorts of Ambleteuse, Calais, 
Dunkirk, and Ostend, amounted to 1,339 a.nnod, and 954 
uiuirined vessels, making a. total of 2,293, intended to carry 
163,645 men, including 16,783 sailors, and 9,059 hor.ses. 
But for the successful exertions of the navy, no reasonable 
doubt can exist that an invasion of tlm most formidable Icind 
would liavo taken place. 

On the 2nd of August, the 38-gun frigate Phaeton, Cap- 
tain John Wood, ami 18-gun sloop Harrier, Commander 
Edward Eatsey, made a grillant but unsuccessful attack upon 
the Ji'rench frigate Bemillante, moored under a battery at 
Jacinta., one of the Phili])pwie Islands. Each shi|> had two 
men wounded, and sustained some ti ifling damage. 

On the 6th of August, tlie 74-gun ship Blenheim, Captain 
Austin Bissell, bearing the flag of Eear-Adniiral Sir Thomas 
Troubi'idge, being in lat. 19® B., long. 8P E., while convoying 
a fleet of homeward-bound East-India ships, gallantly re- 
pulsed the French 74-gun ship IVItu’cngo, Eear-Adinind 
Linois, and 40“gUTi frigate Belle Ponle. 

On the lOth of August, at 5h. a.m., the 18-poundev 36-giin 
frigate iflicenix, Captain Tlioma-s Baker, in lat, 43® 20" N., 
long. 12^ W., standing te the north ward on the starboard 
tiick, came in sight of a lai*ge ship in the south-west quarter. 
Although the beagrer of despatches, Captain Baktvr iiinne- 
diately w’ore and stood towards the stranger, which proved 
to be the French 18-pounder 40-gun frigate Didon,^ Captain 

^ TIuh same ship was, on the 7th of August, fallen in with by the 

VOL. II* I 
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Mllma. At 7h. a.m. the Bidoii was obsei’ved to be on the 
larboard tiick, v\dth ]X)yal^^ with her main-topsail to the 
mast. On the preceding day, the Phcenix had communicated 
with an American brig, the'' master of which had been on 
board tlie British frigate, but who, not being very sober, had 
not exerted much clearness of siglit. This brig was boarded 
by the Didon early on the monoing of the 10th, when the 
American captain stated to Ca]>tain. Milius that the ship in 
sight to windward was a British 2()-gnn ship, but that the 
captain and oiHcers wore so much in conceit with the powers 
of their sliip, that he doubted nf.»t they would engage the 
Didon. To give colour to this i-eport, the Plicenix was a 
.smalblooking .ship, aiul every means had been used to favour 
her deceptive appearance. 

At <Sli. A.M. the Didon hoisted French colours, and fired a 
gun, blit the Phmnlx <iid not get witlnn range till nearly 9}f 
The PlKBiiix tlien commouced iiiing ; but, a.nxious to pro 
vent the escape of the enemy, Captain Baker determined to 
engage to leew.ard. In order to frustrate this design, the 
Didon mied, and wore round upon the starboard tack, and, 
after much skilful sea luaiiship on both sides, the PiuBni.\ 
ranged up to windward of Jier adversary Mufcliin |>istol-sbot, 
both sliijis being* on tlic larboard tack two or throe ])oinfcs off 
the wind/ Thc^. Pliamix, however, having too mitcli wiiy, 
shot ahead, and the Didon, taking advantage of this, lulled 
across her stern, and fired a few inctl'octiial shot, tlien bearing 
up, she pMssed close under f he atom ol* the Piuenix a second 
time, firing tlio larbo.M,rd broadside witli gi'Cat j'u’ecision. I'lie 
Didon attempted to repeat tlie evolution ; but the crew of 
the Pluenix Imving rov{3 new braces, .her sails were thrown 
aliack, and gathering stern-way, lier starboard fjuarter took 
tlie hirboiU'd boiv of the Didon. Tlie .French then made 
sever*;ii||ptterojits to board, but tlie marines W'cre found coin- 
Tietont to repel tliein, and in the meanwhile the sailors were 
ernployed in bringing u, gun to ]>cm‘ out of an extra port cut 
through tlie stern windows and quarter gallery. Great loss 
was sustained while the gun ivas being brought into tins 

1.8-pouufitn‘ frigate Alolui-i, Captain Lord William Pitzroy ; hut 

no action took place, ius lordship corigklering the despatches with which 
be w.ts charged by Admiral Cornwallis to l:>e of too great importance to 
permit Ids seeking an engagement. 



180,1} pnCENiX AND BIDON. 115 

position, bxit its effects ultirnately rewarded the labour. 
Twenty-four of the Didon’s crew wei-e laid low by its first dis- 
charge, The only gun which, owing to tire absence of bow-ports, 
the X)idon could bring to bear, a 3()-poimd carronade on 
the fo??ecastle ; but this was rendered coinparatively useless 
by the accuracy of the fire of the British marines, who shot 
down every man attempting to load or fire it. 

The two ships had remained foul about half an hour, when 
the Didon, getting a breeze, began to forge ahead, enabling 
the British to biing the afteimost gun on the starboard side 
to bear, the discharge from wliicli cut away the gammoning 
of tlie Didons bowsprit. In a short time the two ships, 
having Kseparated, were again abreast of each other, and tiie 
iiglit proceeded upon more e{|nal terms, but with evident 
advantage to tlio I'lunnix, which fired tlirco broadsides to 
two of the Didon. Having shot away the Didoils main- 
topmast, the Plimnix mnged ahead clear of her adversary, 
and the breeze dying away, a saspension of firiiig necessarily 
took place. At noon a breeze again sf)riu)g uj>, and the 
Plimnix, liaving rejuiired damages, closed the Didori on her 
larboard quarter, aiid again o])Oucd fi]*e, which was feebly 
roturned, ami the foremast of tJje Frcncli frigate having 
fdlen, Iter colours were liauled clown at 121j. Ifim. r.M. 

Out of 24o men avid boys wliii.h the Plnrenix mustered at 
quarters, Lieatoiiaut John Bonnton, Ooorgo Honalan, mas- 
ter s mate, and ton seamen, were killed ; and First l^iontona/nt 
of marines Henry Bteeie (dangeron.sly in tlie liead), A aron 
Tozer (dangerously) and Edward B. Curling,^ midfdii])men, 
thirteen s<.‘arm.Mi, and twelve rnariues, wounde d : total, twelve 
killed, and t\^x'nty“eiglit v^ounded. Tlie Didoji’.s ]o,ss‘Out of 
330 men amounted to twoiity-scyen killed, arnl forty-four 
wounded. The forc?e of the Didon w'a.s every wity gi’eater 
tlian that of thc-i Phmnix, and her cj-ew w’-as eompfeed of 
picked men. The crew of the Pheenix, on tlie other hand, 
consisted of well-trained, smart fellows, of wliose skill live 
foregoing is a sufficient proof 

* Mr. Curling's wound was of a very remarkable description. While 
Bucking an orange, with his jaws consequenfly extended, a musket-ball 
parsed through his mouth, entering one ckeek and escaping tnrougli tlie 
other, without teucTiiiig a tooth. The wound healed; Iraving only a pair 
of dimples, whicii were not unseemly. 
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As soon as the ships were refitted, the Phcenix took the Bidon 
in tow, and on the 3rd of Bepteaiber, after narrowly escaping 
captnre by the combined fleet, anchored in Plymouth Sonnd, 
The Didon was a beautiful ship, of 1,100 tons, and was added 
to the navy by the same name. Captain Baker received no 
oificial mark of distinction for this skillully-fought and truly 
gallant action. The Patiiotic Fund, however, voted him a 
sword, value 100 guineas. The first lieutenant of the Phoenix, 
Josejih Oliver, received his well-eamed promotion to the 
rank of commander on the 18th of the following month, and 
the naval medal has lately been awarded to the survivors.^ 

On the loth of August, about 200 miles from Rochefort, 
the French Ifl-gun corvette Faune was captured by the 
20-gun ship (Camilla, Captain Bridges W. Taylor, assisted by 
the 74-gun ship Goliath, Cajitaiu Robei*t Barton. The 
Goliath then stood to the southward, and in the afternoon was 
joined by the 64-gun ship Raisonnable, Captain J osias Rowley. 
Just at this time the French frigate To|>a 2 e and two corvettes 
were discoveied and chased. Tlio corvettes having sepa- 
rated from the frigate, the Torclie was captured by the 
Goliath at 8h. p.m., having on board fifty-two of the late 
Blandie’s crew. 

Tiie Raisonnable pursued the Topaze, and at daybreak on 
the 16th hsid arrived within three miles of her, both ships 
steering to the southward nearly before the wind. At 9h., 
the wind fall i ng light favoured th<r]hiisoiinal)le,aiul the Topaze 
hoisted her colouivs, and commenced firing stern-chasers, and 
with so much eflect, that at l)h. 30m. the Raisonnable s fore- 
topsail was coniplettily riddled, and her lower studding-sail 
shot away. The Raison liable then commenced firing her bow 

* The conspicuous galfaiitry of two or three oflicer» of the Phceiiix 
should bo luentioiicd. TVie acting purser, Mr. John Collman, volun- 
teered Ma services on thfi (jiuirter-deck, where he performed excellent 
service ; and Edward Phillips, a young niidshipman, saved Captain 
Baker's life in the following manner. While the ships were foul, a man, 
upon the bowsprit end of the Didon, was taking deliberate aim at the 
captain, which tlie midsbipniJin perceiving, unceremoniously pushed 
Captain Baker aside, and fired at the Frenchniau. The latter alao dis- 
charged his musket, and immediately fell oveiboard, the ball tearing the 
rim of Captain Baker’s hat, but without Imrting him. The spirit 
amongst the British crew was shown by the fact that the sick men, who, 
though too debilitated to work the guns, volunteered to hand the powder 
and perform such offices as their strength permittecL 



1805.] CALCUTTA Am) ROCHEFORT SQUAPBON, 117 

and just as s}ie had got near enough to open her broad- 
dde it fell . calm. Shoi^ly afterwards a light air from the 
southwai'd enabled the Topaze to wear, and haul to the wind 
on the starboard tack, and with her stem guns she did some 
execution to the riggiiig of thf) Raisonnable, which also 
hauled to the wind in pursuit ; but the frigate, being now to 
windward, was soon lost sight of, and reached the Tagus on 
the SOtli. ^ 

On the 25th of September, in latitude 49^ 30' N., long. 
9^ W., Rear-Admiral Allemand, with the Rochefort squadron, 
consisting of the ISO-gun ship Majesteux, 74-gmi ships 
Magnanime, J emappes, Suffren, and Lion, and fiigates Ar- 
mide, Gloire, and Thetis, Ml in with the 54-gun ship Calcutta, 
Captain Daniel Woodrilf, having under convoy the Indus 
East-In dia sliip, three whalers, and two other ships, from 
St. Helena, homeward l>ound. At daylight on the 2Cth the 
Calcutta made the private signal, which being unanswered, 
Oai:)tain Woodriff hailed the Indus, and directed her to make 
all sail alaiad with the convoy, while the Calcutta stood 
towards the French frigate xirmide, then upon her starboard 
bow, and in chase of the mercliant ships. At 31i. p.m, the 
Armide fired her stem-chasers, and jcceived in return the 
bow guns of the Calcutta ; soon afterwards the French 
frigate shortened sail, and allowed the Calcutta to get abreast 
of her ; but after an hour s firing the Armide hauled off out 
of gun-Kshot to repair her damages. This action with the 
Armide drew the whole stpiadron in chase of the Calcutta, • 
and at 5h. the Magnanime o})ened her fire upon the British 
ship, still running ujider all sail to the southward before a 
light air of wind. Finding that tlio Magnanime was alone 
and far ahead of her consoits, excejit the 4()-guii frigate 
Thetis, which was on her larboard quarter, (^aptahi Woodiifi’ 
resolved, as the only chance of escape left, f/O endeavour to 
disable this ship. The Calcutta\s helm was accoidingly 
ported, and she being quickly within pistol-shot, commenced 
the action. In three-quarters of an hour the Calcutta was 
completely unrigged and unmanageable, „and tlie remainder 
of the French squadron rapidly approaching, her colours were 
hauled down. 

Out of 343 men and boys, the Calcutta had six men killed, 
and six wounded j but she was so much disabled in her masts 
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and rigging, that the French were obliged to keep hgr in tow 
two days before they could make any s^iil npon her. This 
delay, and the direction in which WoodrifF had 

purposely drawn tlie squadron, enabled tJic sliips under his 
charge to get away, and also pi*eserved the 74’gim ship 
Illustrious and a convoy from Antigua of 200 sail from 
falling in 'with the enemy. The conduct of Ca|)tain Woodiiff 
was most masterly and gallant, and obtained for him un- 
bounded approbation. He was, of course, tried for the loss 
of his ship, but moat honourably acquitted. 

On the 9th of October, tlie oG-guu fngate Princess Cliar- 
lotto, Captain ( leorgo Tobin, cruising off Tobago, discovered 
a ship and brig to windward. Tim Princtiss Charlotte being 
disguised, was taken for a merchant shi}), and the French 
16-giui brig ]Sraiad (3 and 26*gun corvette Cyano {late Biitish), 
Lieutenant Chailes Le Menard, bore down within gun-shot. 
The Cyaiie did not discover the mistake until brought to 
action by tlie British frigate, to wliich slui sun’cndered after 
a gallant defence, in which lior first lieutenant and two sea- 
men were killed, and a midshipman and eight seamen 
w^ounded. The Naiade escaped, but ■was captured a week 
aftcrwai’ds })j the 32-gun frigate Jason, Ca]>tain William 
Chaiupain, after a long chase and a running light of fifteen 
minutes. 

V^ice-Admiral Yilleiieuve, whose cruise to the W^est Indies 
and action w ith )Sir Bobert Calder we Iiavc just recorded, at 
* length reached Cadiz ; but Napoleon so dissatisfied with 
his conduct, tliat Vice-Admiral Kosily was appointed to 
supersede him in the commaiid. 

From the 22nd of August until the 28th of September, 
Vice-Admiral (idling wood, had been Idockading (iadiz with 
eigh teen sail of the line, when Lord Nelson joined, in his old 
ship, the Victory. The Eiiiyalus liad been previously sent 
ahead to apprize Collingwood of Nelson’s api)roAch, and with 
order's not to .salute or hoist the colours, l)y \vhich the enemy 
might be apprized of the aiTival of a reinforcement. Some 
other ships having also joined, the fleet aniouiaed to tw^eiity- 
seveii sail of the line, a squadron of five sail of wdiich, under 
Bear- Admiral Louis, was stationed close to the harbour , of 
Cadiz, while the main body cruised about fifteen miles to the 
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westwai‘cl l^ut Nekon, coiLsidering that hj ^vithclrawing his 
ships to the <MstfiBce of sixteen or eighteen leagues troin tlie 
land, the French admiral, ignorant of the British strength, 
might venture to put to sea, reduced tlie in-shore squadron 
to the Hydra and Euiyalus, and outside of tliem, at a con- 
venient distance for signalling, stationed four sail of the 
line* 

On the 1st of October, the Euiyalus reckon noi trod the 
port of Cadiz, and discovered in the outer haibour eiglitciii) 
French and sixteen Spanisli ships of the line, apjiarently 
ready for sea. Between the 9th and Kitli, the Hoy al Sove- 
i‘eign, Eelleisle, Africa, ainl Agamciniion, joined tlie Ih'itish 
fleet ; but five sail, under Rear-Admiral Louis, baving beeii 
despatclied to Gibraltar for provisions and water, the number 
was again reduced to twciuty-soven sail. Since the 10th tlie 
enernyk fleet liad moved towards tlie entrance of tlie luirlK^nr, 
and evinced a disposition to put to sea. From tlie 10l,li to 
the 17th the wind continued to blow fresli from tlie west- 
ward, whidi. prevented them ; but, on tlie ITtb, at midnight, 
the wind shifted to tlie eaifitward. On Batui*«:lay, the llith, 
at 7h. A.M., the combined fleet weighed, liy signal from tlie, 
eorninander-iri-clnef, witli a light breeze from tlie northward. 
Owing to the liglitness of the wind, howivver, only twelve 
ships got out, and tliese lay lK*cnlnied until the ai‘t(:,rm>on, 
when a breeze sprang iqi ironi the westward, and this vli vision, 
of the enemy stood to the nortliAvinxl, close!}" watdied by tint 
EuryaUis and Sirius, wliicli i.nunediutcJy signalled the diei'r- 
iiig news to the British fleet.* 

A;t daylight, on the 20th, the remainder of tlio enemy’s 
fleet put to sea with a breeze from the south-east ; l>i.it had 


’ A most remarlitible instaarw of what aljnoxt bo UM-iiKiil smynd 

gilt in Lord Nelson has beoii meTitiorjed to irs fiv, in .a quarter whi'-ft 
clemanclvS the highest respect. On this morning, Lord Nc,ls<.)]i was more 
than usually anxious, and he came o/i d<?ck under tlie .rull inqn'ession 
that the enemy’s tleet had put to sea. No sigiuil to that efloct liad t hi'ii 
been mail© by the iook,"Out frig'ates, but his loi-dship persisted in his belief 
that such a signal was flying. Both the signal-.] ieuteiiant aiid ("aptain 
Hardy went to the masthead wdth their glasses to ascertain whether any 
such signal was out, l>ut were unable to discover any tiling leading tlvisa 
to suppose that such w^as the case. About an hour' afterwards a signal- 
gun announced that the enemy l ad put to sea. 
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scarcely cleared the harbour 'when the wind changed to 
south-west, attended with thick w^eather. At 2h. p.m. the 
wind shiit^xl to west-north-west, and the weather cleared up. 
Villeneiive continued in command of tlie fleet, his successor 
not having arrived, having under him the Spanish Vice- 
A dmiral Alava and Eear-Adiniral Diimanoir ; and the 
second part of the fleet, or reserve, was dhided into two 
squadrons of six ships each ; the first under the Spanish 
Admiral Gravina, and the second commanded by Kear- 
Admiral Magon. One of the advanced frigates having made 
the signal for eighteen sfxii of British ships, the combined 
fleet, then on the larboard tack, cleared for action, and at 
5h. p.M. tacked and stood towards the straits. At 7h. 30m. 
the A,iglo signalled eighteen sail to the southward, and 
.shortly afterwords tlic combined fleet wore, and stood to tlie 
north-west. 

A little before daybreak on the 2lBt, finding that the 
British w^cro to windward, the French admiral directed the 
three coin re ns of the lino of battle, in whicli the fleet was 
foi'med, to <li'aw, without regard .to pi*iority of rank among 
the ships, into a close line of battle on the starboard tack, 
and to steer soiitli-west. At dayliglit the two fleets were in 
sight of each other, about twelve miles apart, tlie centre of 
the combined fleet bearing about east by south from the 
centre of tlie British, the wind being light from west-north^ 
west, accompanied by a long gi*ouiul sweiL At Oh. a.m. the 
combined fleet was distinctly seen from the decks of the 
British sliijis, the Victory being at this time distant from 
Oa-pe Trafiilgar about seven leagues. At 6h. 40in, Lord 
Nelson made the signals to form the order of sailing in two 
colnnnivS and prepare for battle, and in a few minutes after- 
wards to bear u]>. At 8h. 30m, Villeneuve made the signal 
for IjIs fleet to wear and form a line in close order on the 
larboard tack ; but, owing to the light air of wind and the 
great .swell, it wjui not until lOh. that this movement was 
accomplished, and even then the line, if such it could be 
(•ailed, wa.s very irregularly fVuaned ; so much so, that it was 
neaii}'^ in the shape of a crescent, and, instead of the ships 
being in line ahead, some were at a distancje to leeward, and 
oth<?rs to wind wiu'd of their nroper statious. For the mo.st 
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part the ships were two, and, in some cases, three abreast ; 
and they were generally under topsails and top-gallant-sails, 
with main-topsails to their masts. The following is a state- 
ment of the ships in both fleets, in the relative order in 
■vvhieh they went into action 


BRITISH FLEET. 


Guns. Ships. 

100 Victory ...... 

'r^rn^rairo .... 

' Noptntie 

. \ Leviathan .... 
^ Oonqxieror .... 

100 Britannia 

. Agamemnon . . 

AlHca 

Ajax 

y. Urioii 

^ Minotaur 

Spartiate 

Enryalus . . , . . , 

Naiad 

Pickle Bcliooner 


WEATHEE DIVISION. 

1 Vice-Admiral Lord NelHon (wdute) 
Captain Thomaa Mastennan Hardy 
„ Eliab Harvey 

,, Thomas .F. I'remantle 

„ Henry W. Rayntun 

„ Isra,ei Fellew 

i Rear-Adin. Earl of Northesk (white) 
' ( Captain CJiarlos Bullen 
„ Sir Edward Berry 

„ Henry Digby 

„ J(din Pilfbid (acting) 

,, Edw.ard Codringfcoh 

. „ Charles J . ^M. Mansfield 

„ Sir Francis Laforey 

,, Hon. Henry Blackwood 

„ Thomas Dimdria 

Lieut. John R. Lapenotieve 


00 Royal Sovereign 

( Belleisle 

^^)Mar8 


DS 

04 


74 


93 

36 


80 Toniiant 

( liellorophon .... 

74 < Coloasiis 

( Achille 

Hreadnoiight .... 
Poly]dae!ims .... 

[Revenge 

Swiftsiire 

Defiance 

Thunderer ...... 

t Defence 

Prince 

I Phoebe . ......... 

/ Sirius 

Entreprenante cutter 


LEE DIVISION. 

S Vice-Adm. Cuthbert Collingwood (blue) 
{ Captain Edward Rothoram 
,, William Hargood 

,, George Duff 

,, Charles Tyler 

„ John Cooke 

,, James Nicoll Morz-is 

„ Richard King 

„ John Conn 

,, ’Robert Rednuli 

,, Robert M^oorsoin 

,, G eorgo 1 i.ii th o rfoixl 

„ Philip C. C. H. Durham 

„ John Stockham (acting) 

„ George Hope 

,, Richard Grindall 

,, Hon. Tlios. Ifiadeu Capel 

,, Wtlliazn Prow.se 

Lieut. John Purver 
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Tlie names of the ships of the com]>ine<l flctit, the Spanish 
hamg in italics;, were as follow, comraeiioijig witli the iiortli- 
vvesterrimost : — ■ 


CJuns. Slaps. 

Guns. 

, Ships. 

( Ntpluno 

74 < 8cipion 

112 

Santa Ana (flag) 

1 

f liViugnoux 

[ J.ntre[)ide 


Aformrea 

100 Rwyo 


Fin toil 

80 Formidable (flag) 


Alg^siras (flag) 

/ Diignay Trouin 

74-^ 

1 Bahama 

1 Aloiit Blanc 

1 

1 j\igle 

74-1 San Franchco de A sis 


Swiffcsuro 

1 Sa n Awjiisim 


Argonaute 

1. Heros 

i 

i^Aj/ontanez 

130 Santisima Trinidad (Oag) 

80 

Art^foriauta 

Bucentaurc* 

' ^ i JsJcptuno 

i 

' Berwick 

74 

i 

1 San Jnan Nepomuecno 

C4 San Leandro 

1 Son Ildej'ori.iO 

1 Bedoutalile 
^ ( San. J'listo 

80 J j id.‘ imp table 

i 

^ Achillo 

112 

Princiijc de A arias (It 


Tlic wind was so light, tliat althongji tlielVritish ships had 
studdijig-suils on botli sides, they di<i not go more than two 
knot?; an lioiir, and scarc^oly that, and wliilc the fleet was thus 
slowly nearing tlio enemy, J^oi-d Nelson visited the dilForent 
d<n‘ks of the Victory, (.'autioiiing tlie men not to lire witljout 
being sure of their object. 

Thinking t))at the A^ictory, as the ting-ship and loadei’ of 
the oolninn, would dra’w the ];riuci|>Ml attention of the 
cneiny’s lire?, it wms pi- 0 ]>osed to hJclson, by tiaj^tain lUack- 
w'ood, that the Tenierairo should g^.> a'nead of lier ; and to 
tins pro])osal Lord Ntdson rcplicMl, “ Oli, yes 1 let her go 
ahead but, at the same tiine, had no intention of allowing 
her ; nor would lie. }Kvrnvit an incli of canvas to bo taken in. 
I'lie A^ictoiy contmiu^d, tiierefore, to lead the coiunin, thi.sely 
l.iugg<:'(l by tlie T<hn/*raire, 

A])pre]iensive tbat tlie enemy might run for Cadi.^, then at 
no groat distance under their lee. Nelson tdegraplnxl to 
(Jolliugwood, r intend to pass , througli the van of tin? 
eiieiuy's line, to ]vrevent liini from getting into Cadiz,” At 
i Ih. lOm. A.M. Lord Nelson ordered his last and never- to-be- 

‘ The Ituceiitain-e, altliovigli the ship on board which the French 
comniander- ill-chief was, /tad no fiay TIkj aduurars flag was on 

hoard a frigate. 
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forgotten telegi-apliic signal to be made, “ ENaiiANO EXPE(;'rs 
THAT EVEiiY MAN WILL BO HIS BUTY,”^ and the purport of this 
signal having been communicated to the men at their quar- 
t<h's, it was greeted with three h.eai’ty cheers, and excited the 
most lively enthnsiasin among officers and men. 

The Foiigtieux, the ship next astern to the Santa xina, 
about ten minutes before noon, fired a shot to try the range 
of her guns ; upon which the Tietory and nil the British 
ships hoisted their colours. Both divisions of the tleet wore 
the St. George’s ensign^ the better to distinguisli them from 
the enemy, together with a union-jack oii the fore-toinnast 
stay, and many on tlio main-topmast 5 jtay also. Shortly 
aftei’wards the combined fleets hoisted tlieir colours ; and tlie 
Santa x\.na, with several sliips ahead and astern, commenced 
a heavy fire u|>on the Boyal Soverfign/tluMi l>eanng from the 
Victoiy south-east two miles, and from the .BeJleisle east by 
north, distant about a quarter of a mile. At ten ininutes 
past noon, the llo3^al Sovereign commenced the action by 
])assing close under tbc stern of tlie Santa Ana, discharging 
every gun of her larboard broadside as it caine to bear ; then 
luffing round, she took tip her station on fhe starboard bow 
of her opponent. In brealdng througli the line the Iloyal 
Sovereign iirxid her stiu*board broadside into the Fougueux, 

The feelings of the two noble admirals almost at the same 
momen t found utter«ance : Collingwood, as his ship was dims 
gallantly commencing the fight, (observed to Captain Roth eram, 

Wliat would Kelson give to be here!” and; at the same 
instant Kelson, observing liis friend in his en viable position, 
exclaimed, ^CSce how nobly Collingwood carries Ids ship into 
action.” 

The Royal Sovereign, while c]0.sel>' tingnging the Spanish 

* The colours which wore used in conrpo.siiijj^ this cvdehratcd sit^^nal 
have lately been correctly a.soortaimxl, .and arr;in;.rcd 5ti the order in 
winch they were hoisted, by the late Oonnnandor .JeaHVoson Milos, an 
old and rnon'ibjnous otYicxir, whose n;une is nientionod with credit in these 
pages, and Avho lias kindly fiirnisluifl the dcsijU'n used for the vignette 
titlo*pago of the ficcond volnine of Hits work, which endjodios the signal. 
It inaj" iiere be fartlit:r lijeufcioiici.l, in rc-ferenco to this signal, upon the 
authori ty of Bear- Admind John Pa.sco, who was sign.aMicxitenant of the 
Victory at the time, that Lord Xelson first gtvve directions for tlio signal 
to be made, England coniitUviY* &.c., hut that the word confides not 
lining in the vocabulary, LieuL Pasco suggested the word expects,*' to 
w'hich his lordship iiniuediatjly assented. 
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viiree-decker^ was raked distantly ky tlie Sail Leandro ahead, 
Foiiguenx on her quarter, and the San Justo and Indompta- 
ble also fired at her with some effect, until succeeding ships 
engaged their more particular attention. The Santa Ana 
lost her niizon-topmast about five minutes af'teiwards, just as 
the Belleisle, with a well-directed broadside, raked her with 
full efibet, and at Ih. i20m. t.m. her three masts fell over the 
side. At 2h. 10m. the Santa Ana struck her coloui's, haying, 
with the exception of the broadside from th6 Belleisle, 
been exclusively engiiged by the Royal Sovereign. Just at 
this latter period the mizenmast of the Royal Sovereign 
came down, and soon afterwards the mainmast fell over the 
starboard side, tearing off two lower-deck ports. The fore- 
mast w'as also badly wounded, and having been strip})ed of a 
great part of the lower rigging, was left in a tottering 
state. 

After having for t^vmity minutes sustained the tremendous 
fire opened upon her. by the rear of the combined fleet, which, 
from its irregular form, brought the sternmost sliips of the 
enemy abaft her beam, and having her ruizen- topmast over 
the larboard quarter, her sails in ribands, and more than 
fifry killed and wounded, the Belleisle, with the remains of 
studding sails, lower and aloft, rangcjd close under tlie stern 
of the Santa Ana, at about quarter past noon. After firing 
her hirboard. guns double shotted into that ship, and return- 
ing the fire of the Fougueux and Mouarca with her stai’board 
broadside, the Belleisle steered for the ludomptable, which 
latter ship, to avoid her lire, j)ut hei* helm up, and, after a 
few broadsides, bore away to the sonth-Cirst. In tlie mean- 
while the Belleisle was engaged distantly by the San Juan 
Kepomuceiio, on her starboard beam, and at foriy-five niinutes 
past noon her main-topmast was shot away. As the enemy’s 
rear ships were now pressing forward, the Belleisle’s situation 
became veiy critical. The Fougueux I'anged up on her star- 
board side, striking her on the gangway with hm* larboai’d bow, 
tolling at the same time with her foreyard over the British 
ship’s quarter-deck. These two ships then became warmly 
engaged, and in ten minutes the Belleisle’s mizenmast was 
shot away, about six feet above the deck, the wreck falling 
over the larboard quai-ter. Ten minutes afterwards the 
Fougueux dropped astern, and hauled to the northward 
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vrhere we sliaU have occasioji to notice her. At Ih. 30m, 
the Achille came down under the stem of the Belieisle, then 
lying miiuana>geable, with her head to the ‘eastward, and, 
having taken her station on the larboard quarter, opened her 
fire. To this no return could be made, in conseqiience of the 
wreck of the mizenmast, wlxich masked the Belleisle^s after- 
guns. The Aigle, having replaced the San Juan, vras can- 
nonading the Belieisle on the starboard side ; and the San 
Justo and Leandro, in crossing her bo\vs, to join Gravina, in 
the rear, opened a passing fire. Thus, suirounded by enemies, 
the Belieisle, at 2k lOm., lost her mainmast close to the 
deck, which fell aft on the larl>oard side of the poop, while 
the wreck of the topinast, with the yards and sails, hung over 
the staihoai’d side. At 3h. 30m., an 80-gun ship, supposed 
to have been the hVench Keptune (diiven from her position 
on the bo ws of the Victory by tlie Tem6raire), ])laced herself 
on the starboard bow of the Belieisle j and, at 2h. 45m., the 
foremast and bowsprit of the latter were sliot away. At 
3h, 15m. the Polyphemus interposed between the Belieisle 
and Neptune, the Aigle became engaged by the Defiance, 
and at 31i. 25m. the Swiftsure passed under the Belieisle s 
stem, aiid, manning her I’igging, gave the gallant ship three 
cheery luid took ofi* the lii’e of the Achille. An ensign 
lashed to the topsail- yardarm projecting over the quarter, 
and a union-jack secured to a boarding-pike and, lashed to the 
stump of her mizenmast, proved thai^ although, dismasted, 
the Belieisle was not subdued ; yet, sensible of the valuable 
assistance thus handsomely rendered, the Swiftsure’s cheers 
were warmly responded to. 

The Mars, in her way down, sufiered sevcjrely from the 
raking fire of the San Juan Ncpomuceno, Pluton, Monarca, 
and Algesiras. As the Mars steered to cut the line between 
the two first of these ships, the Pluton, which was to wind- 
ward of the San Juan, ranged ahead, which induced the 
Mars, to avoid being raked by the French ship, to haul up, 
and endeavour to cross the San Juan’s bows. In attempting 
this manamvre the Mars was followed and engaged by the 
Pluton ; and having her rigging and sails greatly damaged, she 
was obliged to come head to wind, to avoid mnning on board 
the Santa Ana ; thus exposing her stem to the raking fire 
of the Monarca and Algesiras. From this dilemma she was 
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relieved hy the Tonnant. As- the Mars fell off she became 
exposed to a heavy fire from the Fouguetix, and subsequently 
to a very destructive fire from the Pliiton also, At about 
Ih. 15m. Captain DufiJ while standing^ on the bi'eak of the 
quarter-deck, looldng over the side, had his head shot off by 
a cannon-ball from the Pluton. The same shot also killed 
two seamen. The command then devolved upon Lieutenant 
William Hennah. Other British ships arriving up, the 
Fougueux made off to the northward, in the direction of the 
Tein^raire, and the Pluton stood to the south-east to join 
Graviiia. 

The Tonnant steered for the bow of the Algesiras, which 
ship was on the dee quaiier of the Mionarca, with her main- 
topsail to the mast. At forty-five miimtes past noon the 
Tonnaiit passed close under tlie stern of the Moiiarca, pour- 
ing in a rakiug fire, and then hauling up alongside. The 
Spaniard, after sust^nming this fire a short time, dropped 
astein and. struck her colours, but afterwards relioisted them. 
The Alg^siras, filling lier main-topsail, tlien endeavoured to 
luff across the stem of the Tonnant, which sliip had by this 
time lost her fore-topmast and main yard ; but the latter, 
putting her holm hard a-port, bore round up, and*ran tbe 
French ship on board, tlic bowsprit and anchor of the 
Algesiras getting entangled in the Tonnaiit’s maiir riggi^ig* 
W.bi]st thus, engaged on the starboard side, the 'Toniiant 
fired lier larboard guii«, across tlic bows of the Mars, at the 
Pluton and Sau Juan. At Ih. 4()m. Captain. Tyler received 
a sevtire wound, which obliged him to be taken beioAV, and 
the command of the shix) devolved on Lieutenant John 
Bedford. At al)out tlic same time the Algcsiras lost her 
foremast, and the Tonnant her main ami mizen-toinnasts. The 
crew of the .A-lgesiras no.w made a resolute attempt to board, 
but the steady fire ol* the Toiinant’s marines defeated it. 
At 2h. 2 Om,, just as her main and mizen-masts were about 
to share the fate of the foi'emast, the Algosiras hauled down 
her colours. Lieutenant Charles Bennett, with Lieutenant 
of marines Arthur Ball, and about fifty men, then boarded 
and took |)ossession of the jirize. d ust before 3.h. tlie San 
Juan hailed to say tliat she had .surrendered, and lieutenant 
.Bonjainin Clement was sent in the jolly-boat, with two men, 
to take Xiosse^ssion of iier ; but the boat, being damaged bv 
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shot, swatnped before vshe had proceeded half-way. The 
lieutenant could not and wlxile clinging to the boat a 

shot struck it xipon the quartei\ \ then turned 

bottom upwards, but Olement coiiitinued to hold on while one 
of his boat’s crew swjmi to the Tonnant and returned with a 
rope, by wMch means this brave young officer, who had pre- 
vibusl}^" been in two general actions, w^is saved. Having then 
no boat left, the Tonnant could not take j)ossession of the 
San Juan; but that ship was afterwards engaged and secured 
by the Dreadnought. The Tonnant fired a few shot at 
Dumanoir’s sqiuidron, passing to windwju'd. 

About fifty minutes past noon, and five after ilie Tonnant 
had conuneaced the action, the Bellerophon passed under the 
steni of the Mon area, as she droppe-^ clear of tlie Tonnant. 
Tlie Bclierophon’s helm wa.s immediately put hard a-starboard 
to lay the M-f'^arca alongside ; but not being sufficiently 
under convniaiui slio ran foul of the Aigle (the main-yard of 
the French slilp locking with her Ibro-yard), and thus became 
engaged on botli sides. The Montanez, French Swiftsure, 
and Bahama, at tlio same time, brought their guns to bear on 
•ho British slii}), and, at about 111., tlie Bellerophon’s main 
.aid mizeu topmasts fell over the starboard side, causing the 
sails to t^ke lire from the exjilosion of the guns. At 111. Crm. 
the master, Edward Overton, was killed ; and at Ih. 10m, 
Oaptaiu Cooke fell mortally wounded. The command then 
devolved on Lieutenant Pryce (himby. The Montanez, 
Swiftsure, and Bahama soon became engaged by the Colossus 
and succeeding British vships, and, at Ih. 40m., the Aigle 
sheered o{tVand, ii.s she payed round before the wdnd, becamo 
expos(Ml to a riiking lire from the Bellerophon. The Bellero- 
plum haviiig fired a lew shot at the Monarca, that shij) 
hauled down her colours, and was taken possession of by a 
boat from the Bellerojdiou; and, nearly at the same time, the 
Bahama surrendered to the Colossus. 

The Colossusi, at Ih. p.m., i*au past the starboard side of the 
FVench vSwiftsure, which sliip had bore up to avoid being 
raked, as well as to bring her larboard guns to bear on the 
Bellero])hon, aud, having run a short distance to leeward, the 
Colossus laid the Argonaute alongside, and, with their yard- 
arms locking, an animated firewas kept up for ten minutes, 
when the latter fell ofi‘ and dropped astern, receiving the 
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rakmg fire of the Colossus into her stern and quaii;em^ The 
Colossus was also engaged hy the Swiftsure on her larboard 
quarter, and with the Bahama, which lay a little ahead of the 
Swiftsure, and fired at the Colossus, across the French ship’s 
bows^ About 3h., the Swiftsure, having dropped astern, the 
Colossus was enabled to devote her whole attention to the 
Baliania, and the mainmast of the latter hilling, she showed 
an English jack to denote siuTcnder. The Swiftsure, in the 
mean time, bore up \yith the intention of passing under the 
stern of the Colossus ; but the latter, wean ng round, brought 
her starboard guns to bear with such effect as to knock away 
the Swiftsure’s mizenmast, and the Orion, passing at the 
Sfiine time, by a broadside, brought down her mainmast. The 
Swiftsure, in this defenceless stale, signified to the Colossus 
that she liad surrendered. In hatiling up to secure her 
piizes, the mizenmast of the Colossus w-ent over the side. 

The British Achille was only a few minutes after the 
Colossus, This ship passed under the stem of the Montanez, 
then luffed up and engaged her to leeward. In less than a 
quarter of an hour the Montanez sheered off, and the Achille 
made sail to succour tlie Belleisle, then lying, as before stated, 
totally dismasted and surrounded by enemy’s ships. But on 
her way down, tlie Achille became closely engaged with the 
Argonauta ; and after a warm action of long continuance 
with this ship, the French Achille edged do\m on the British 
ship’s quainter, while the Berwick, after cuigaging the Defence, 
ranged up on her starboard side. The I'l’ench Achille then 
pa.ssed on in the direction of the Belleisle. After an hour’s 
action between the British Achille and Berwick, the French 
colours were hauled down, and the Berwick was taken posses- 
sion of by a boat from the Achille. 

At 2h. r.M. the Dreadnought commenced action with the 
San Juan, and fifteen minutes afterwards ran the Spanish 
ship on board, and the latter, after a noble defence, at length 
surrendered. The San Juan had been previously engaged by 


* cTuat aa the Argoiiaute sheered off. Captain Morris was struck by a 
shot a little above the knee. This gallant officer refused to go below ; 
but, applying a tourniquet to his thigh, remained at his .sbitioti, near 
the head of the poop-ladder, until the inizenmaat being in danger of 
failing, he descended to the quarter-deck, which he would not quit until 
the action had ceased and tlie Agamemnon had tjiken the ship in tow. 
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the Beilerophony Defiance, Tonnaiit, and otuers- The Dread- 
nonght then opened fire upon the Principe de Asturias, but 
after a few broadsides the Spanish ship hauled off. 

The Polyphemus had yawed to starboard to permit the 
Dreadnotight to advance upon the Principe de Astuiias, and 
then endeavoured to regain her station ; hut observing the 
Swiftsnre coming Up, she also permitted that ship to pass 
ahead of her. About 3h. 25m., the British Swiftsuro, having 
rounded the Belleisle, liauled away to the south-east after 
the French Achille, and, crossing, under her stern, took a 
position to leevyard ; and the Polyphemus having received 
some injury from the French Neptune, whose fire, as before 
stated, she took from the Belleisle, then placed herself on the 
Achille’s weather rjiiarter. In about half an hour the Achille 
ijad lost heir mizen-mast and fore-y’^ard, and having cauglit 
fire in the fore-top, ceased firing. The Polyphemus th(ui 
stood towards the Ban Ildefonso, already engaged by the 
Defence, and to which ship she surrendered before the Poly** 
phemus could get up. As the Swiftsure was hauling ofi'from 
the Achille, the Prince bore down between the two ships. 

As the lievenge was attempting to break the enemy’s line, 
if such it could at this time be called, she passed so close to 
the Aigle, that the jib-boom of the French ship hooked hei- 
mizen-topsail, and while thus entangled, she poured a very 
destriietive raking five into the Aigle’s bows. The RoA'enge, 
having forged ahead of the Aigle, stood on ; and as she 
hauled up on the larboard tack, the Principe de Asturias 
opened fire iipon her. The Ilevenge was also fired at by tlit*. 
Indomptable and Ban Justo, and continued to be eiigagc;d by 
them, until the Dreadnought and ThuiKlerer corning np, 
brought those shi{)s to action. Tlie Spanish three-decker, 
wdtli the most efficient of her division, soon afterwjmls bore 
aAvay towards Cadiz. 

About 2h. e^Om. the Defence commenced action with the 
Berwick, which ship in less than half an hour hauled ofi‘ 
and waf engaged by the British Achille as before stated. 
The Defence then opened her broadside. on the. Ban Ildefonso, 
and after an hour’s action compelled the Spanish ship to haul 
down her colours. 

The Thunderer, at 3h. p.m., having approached to the 
assistance of the Revenge, crossed the bows of the Principe 
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de Asturias, and having at some distance raked her, came to 
the wind on the staihoard tack. The French Keptime, in 
advancing to the assistance of the Principej engaged the 
Thunderer for a short time> when those two ships of the 
enemy, and some others, made off. The Principe de Asturias 
had been partially engaged by the Revenge, Defiance, and 
Prince, and slie was for some time in action with the Dreadr 
nought also. In her various encounters, her masts sustained 
so much injiuy, that her main and mizen-masts fell during 
the night 

The Defiance, at 3h. p.m., closed with the crippled Aigle, 
and having lashed alongside, a portion of the crew, headed 
by Lieutenant Thomas Simons, boarded her with very little 
resistance, and gained possession of the poop and quarter- 
deck. The party then hauled dowm the French ensign, and 
replaced it with the British; but the assailants were very 
soon driven Iroiri their position by a destructive fire of 
musketry opened upon them from the forecastle, waist, and 
tops of the Aiglo, by wiiich Lieutenant Simons was mortjdly 
wounded.^ The lashings which held the two ships together 
being cut, the Defiance sheered ofi* to pistol-shot distance, 
and after a well-directed fire of twenty minutes, some one in 
the Aigle hailed to say they siu'rendered, and she was accord- 
ingly taken possession of by a boat from the Defiance. The 
San Juan Nepomuceno wjis also bear’d ed and taken possession 
of by the Defiance’s boats ; but this ship, liaviug previously 
surrendered to the Dreadnought, Captain Durham sent her 
(;a.ptain on board that ship. 

Having, for the sake of perspicuity, kept our readers’ 
attention to the lee line, we proceed to narrate the deeds 
of the weather column, which was led by the immortal 
ISTolson. Perceiving, as he neared the enemy, his old acquaint- 
ance the Santisiina Trinidad, and being unable to discover 
the flag-ship of the French commander-in-cliief. Lord Nelson 
ordered the Yictory to be steered for the four-decker, con- 
sidering that the French admiral was at no great distance 
from this formidable .ship. The event proved the accuracy of 
his conjecture. 

^ The Patriotic Fund voted a piece of plate, value 100 guineas, to the 
father of this gallant young man, to mark their sense of the son's heroic 
conduct. 
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As the Victory rolled down at a sluggish pace towards the 
enemy, eveiy glass was in requisition, in the hope of discoyer* 
ing the slaip which the Victory was, if possible, to engage, 
Nelson’s anxiety was/ extreme, and so little did he value the 
suggestions of caution, that he would not peimit the hto- 
mocks to be stowed higher than usual, because they would 
have obscured liis view of the enemy’s ships. And yet his 
mind was intent at the same time to guard against injury to 
his ship. Thfe hammocks were, as usual, covered with black 
painted cloths ; but knowing the danger to be apprehended 
from fire in the close action to which the sliip was about to 
be subjected, he gave directions for the white canvass clotlis 
to be brought up from below, and spread over alL These 
were then thoroughly saturated with water, and doubtless 
afforded much protection during the action. 

At about twenty minutes past noon, tlie Bucentaure fired 
a shot at the Victory. The shot fijll short, but in two or 
three minutes, a second shot pitched close alongside ; a third 
and a fourth followed in quick succession, one^)assing over 
the ship, and another inaldng a hole in the maintop gallant 
sail, thus giving a visible proof that the ship was within 
range. A minute’s awful pause ensued, and then, as if by 
signal, seven or eight ships opened a fire upon the Victory of 
the most destructive and trying kind. Mr. Scott, the 
admiral’s secretaiy, while conversing with Captain Hardy, 
was shot dead. Judging, from the course pursued by the lee 
division, that it was the British admiral’s intcmtioii also to 
pass through the line, the enemy closed towards that point 
to which the Victory was advancing. The Santa Ana, how- 
ever, remaining stationary, engaged by the Sovereign, and 
the ships near her having full employment from tlie immediate 
followers of Collingwood, the enemy’s fleet was divided 
nearly in the centre — ^leaving fourteen ships in the van, and 
nineteen in the rear division, with a space of neaiiy a mile 
between them. 

The Victory had arrived within 500 or 600 yards of the 
enemy, when her mizen-topmast was ^lot away, and also her 
wheel, so that she was obliged to be steered by the relieving 
tackles below. A shot about this time killed eight marineKS 
on tlie poop, after which Captain Adair, by Lord Nelson’s 
request, ordered his men to lie down — precaution that was 
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adopted in the Belleisle and many other sMps^hefore the . 
enemy opened their hio. Shortly afterwards, a splinter iix)](n 
the fore-brace bits passed between IQ elson and Hardy, and a 
part of it tore away the buckle from the shoe of the latter. 
Both looked earnestly and anxiously, each supposing the 
other to have been injured. Nelson smiled, and said, 
is too warm work to last long, Hardy/’ Captain Hardy re- 
marked to his lordship the impossibility of getting through 
the cluster of ships ahead without running foul of one of 
them ; to which his lordship quickly replied, “ I cannot help 
it : it does not signify which wo run on board of ; go on 
board which you please : take your choice.” * 

By this tinie the Victory (whoso sails 'were hanging in 
libands) had lost full fifty men killed and wounded ; but it 
was now Iier turn to begin. Having at length determined 
.to pass under the stern of the Bucentaure, as the only mode 
of breaking the line, the Yiefcory’s helm, at about Ih. p.m., 
was put hard a-port, but there was sonreely s|)aco enough to 
enable her to go clear. The Victory, therefore, passed so 
close to the larboard side of the Bucentaure, tliat as she 
poured her well-directed and tremendous broadside into that 
ship, the effect of it* was so great, that the French ship was 
observ'ed to heel two or three stieaks on receiving it. The 
Victory then hauled round as close under the stejii of the 
French ship as was practicable, in the hope of Ijringing her 
to action to leeward, but this was pi*evented by the advance 
of the Kedoutable. This we will endeavour to illustrate by 
a diagram, showing the Victory’s track. 




133 


BATl^E OF 

The best bower-anchor of the Victory brojce the spare 
anchor of the iledoutable, and the concussion drove the latter 
roiiiid nearly before the wind. (See diagratn.) This 
happened at about Ih. lOm. p,m. The ships would, however, 
in all probability, have separated, had not their lower 
yardarms" been foul, which kept them fast togeth^. 
The larboard broadside of the Victory v/as, therefore, con- 
stantly eniployed upon the Bucentaure and Santisima, but 
pnncipally upon the latter, and her starboard guns found 
lull employment with the Bedoutable, her immediate oppo- 
nent. . 

Nelson continued pacing the quarter-deck with Hardy, 
their walk being bounded abaft by the wheel, and forward 
by the companion-ladder, a distance of about twenty-five feet 
only. At Ih. 2 ova. liis lordship was about to turn to walk 
aft, >vheii ho received the fatal bullet. Hardy turning, ob- 
served his admiral in the act of falling ; and before he could 
prevent it, his lordship fell on his knees, with liis left hand 
just touching the deck, very near to the spot wher(ion 
ius secretaiy, Mr. Scott, had fallen. On Captain Hardy’s 
expressing a hope that his lordship was not severely wounded, 
Nelson said, ‘‘They have done lor me at last, Hardy.” “I 
hope not,” replied the captain. “Yes,” continued his lordship, 
“ my backbone is shot through ” A musket-ball liad entered 
the ieffc shoulder, through the strap of the epaulette,^ and, 
descending, had lodged in the spine.^ Sergeant Seeker, of the 

' The coat and waistcoat worn by Nelson (the former still decorated 
with four orders and the epaulettes) are now deposited in the Painted 
Hall at Greenwich. The coiiivse taken by the fatal bulh^t is there dis- 
tiiiotly shown by the tattered bullion of the epaulette. The recovery of 
this relic is in greiit part attributfible to Mrs. Horatio Nelson Ward, the 
hero’s adopted daughter, who, through the late Sir N. H. Nicolas, made 
it known to bis Iloyal Highness Prince Albert that so invaluable a 
memento of the deceased hero was obtainable. The prince immediaUdy 
ordered the coat to bo purchased and presented to Greenwich Hospital. 

^ The direction taken by the bullet proves that it must have been 
fired from aloft, and it doubtless came from the mizentop of the lledout- 
able ; but thei’e is scarcely sufficient reason for believmg that it was 
aimed in particular at Lord Nelson, It was most probably a chance 
shot ; but notwithstanding this, the direction from wliich it came led to 
the destruction of every man in the mizentop of the Redoutablc by the 
enraged crew of the ‘Victory. Gaptain Adair immediately snatched up 
a musket, and with a tnidshipman, john l*ollard, and many others, con- 
tinued to fire at the men in the mizentop of the Iledoutable, until one 
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marines, and tw seamen conveyed the wounded hero to the 
"cockpit...'-' y' ' 

The loss had been so severe on the qiiarter-deck and poop 
of the Yictory, that Captain Hardy, Captain Adair of the 
marines, and two or three oflicers, were nearly all that 
rmnained. Observing the deserted appearance of the deck, 
tne captain of the Kedoutable ordered an attempt to be made 
to board ; but the remaining marines, assisted by a few 
small-arm men, kept up so continual and animated a fire, 
that the men assembled in the main rigging with this inten- 
tion were shot down as fast as they appeared; In repelling 
this attack, the gallant Adair was killed, and Lieutenant 
Kam mortally, and George A. Westphal, midshipman, severely 
wounded : many seamen and marines also fell. 

At about Ih. 35m., the T6m.6raire ran on board the 
Bedoutable, on the starboard bow, and lashed the French 
ship’s bowsprit to the fore part of her main rigging. While 
in tliis position her foresail was set on fire by grenades 
thrown from the French ship, but the fire, by much exertion, 
was extinguished. The firing having at length entirely 
ceased, Captain Hardy sent David Ogilvie and Francis 
Colling wood, midshipmen, with a sergeant of marines and 
eight men, on board the Bedoutable, to assist in extinguish- 
ing a fire wliich had broken out on board. The party, 
although under the necessity of getting on board by means 
of a boat, and through the gun-room ports, met with no 
opposition, thereby proving that all hostility had ceased. 

The Tem^raire with some difficulty, owing to her being 
very light, kept astern, or rather upon the starboard quarter, 
of the Yictory, sustaining as w^ell as the Yictory much loss 
and <lamage from the fire of the enemy. When the Yictory 
put her helm a- port to attack the Bucentaure, the Tem^raire 
was obliged to do the same, to keep clear of her leader, and, 
from this cause and the absence of any wind, was some time 
ill finding an antagonist to herself. At length she hauled 
round tlio Bedoutable at some short distance, receiving her 
starboard broadside, which carried away the head of her 
mizeu-topmast. The T^m^raire, however, could make no 

by one they were observed to fall. Lord Kelson was scarcely known by 
the enemy to be on board the fleet, indeed it was believed at the time ho 
was in England. 
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return to this fire, on account of the position occupied by 
the Victoiy, but pass on, and for a time engaged the Nep- 
tune. At the time before stated, the two ships— Yictoiy 
and Kedoutable— coming down under the inflaenee of the 
swell and light air of wind, gradually closed upon the Teme- 
raire, and the latter was added to the group in the manner 
desenbed. About 2h. p.m., just as the Victoiy was booming 
off from the Hedoutable, the Fougueux was observed on the 
starboard side of the TC^ra^raire. After quitting the Belle- 
isle, she had stretched across to the northward, and now 
approached with a crowd of men on the forecastle, apparently 
intending to board the British ship. The Temcraire permitted 
the Fougueux to approach within a few yards, and then 
fired lier starboard guns with tremendous effect. In the 
confusion, the Fougueux fell on board the T^mtoire, and her 
fore-rigging was immediately lashed to the sheet-anchor of 
the latter. Lieutenant Thomas F. Kennedy, with James 
Arscott, mate, Kobert Ilolgate, midshipman, and about thirty 
men, then boarded the Fougueux. On the French ship’s 
deck were M. Beaudoin, her captain (moitally wounded), and 
the second captain, and remaining offeers, encoiiraging their 
men to repel the boarders. In about ten minutes the brave 
defenders of the Fougueux were driven below, and the sliip 
in complete possession of the Temcraire. The main and 
mizen-masts of the Redoutable came down, and shortly 
afterwards the mainmast fell on board the Tem6raire, thereby 
forming a bridge ; and at 2b. 20m., Lieutenant John Wallace, 
with a party of men, took quiet possession of that ship also. 

At 111. 45in. the Neptune, which on account of the calm 
occasioned by the concussion of the firing was imable to 
approach more rapidly, ])assed under the stem of the Bucen- 
taiire, and shot away the French ship’s main and mizen- 
masts. The Neptune continued her course, and in a short 
time was close under the stem of the Santisima Trinidad, 
wltich shij), in conjunction with the Conqueror, she engaged 
until this huge ship (whose main and mizen-masts had pre- 
rioiisly fallen) lost her foremast, and rolled an unman agciihle 
hulk upon the water. When the van division, under 
Lumanoir, wore rotind, and passed to wiiidward of the 
British ships, the Neptune, being at no great distance, 
received their fire and sustained much damage. 
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The Leviatliaii and Conqueror closely followed the Neptune^ 
and the Conqueror lihe wise raked the Bucentaure. The . 
Conqueror hauled Tip on the Bucentau^*s lee^quarter, and in 
a shoit time the foremast of the French ship fell, and the 
Bucentaure surrendered. Captain James Atcherly, of the 
marines, in a boat with five men, was sent on board the 
vanquished ship, and to this officer were presented the swords 
of Vice-Admiral Villeneuve and lus two captains ; but 
justly considering that these should be received by Captain 
Pellew, Captain Atcherly declined to receive themy mid, 
having secured the magazine, accompanied the J?renGh admiral 
and his captain-s to the boat, which, with three men, two 
being left on board the Bucentaiu’e, put offi from the slup, 
and the (,^onqueror having in the mean time gone in chase, 
the boat went alongside the Mars. The Conqueror mean- 
while bore down, and attacked the Santisima. The master 
of the Conqueror in this action was Joseph Seymour. 

The 64-gun ship Africa was for a time in vei^y great dan- 
ger. Being far to windward of the rest of the fieet, Lord 
Nelson made the signal for her to make all sail to take her 
place in the rear of his division ; but Captain Digby, either 
mistaking the signal or anxious to distinguish his ship, bore 
down upon the van of the comlnned fieet, which he passed 
along in order to join the ships engaged; and, in consequence, 
i*eceived the fire of each ship, until having arrived abrea^st of 
the Santisima Tidnidad, the Africa brought to. Observing 
that no colours were fiying on board the four-decker, Captain 
Digby despatched Lieutenant John Smith, with a boat s 
ore>v, to take possession of her. The boat arrived alongside, 
and Lieutenant Smith ascended to the (pi.arter-<ieck, where 
lie was met by a Spanish officer. Ho requested to know if 
the ship had surrendered, but was answered in the negiitive, 
t he officer at tlie same time pointing to the combined squadron 
then passing to windAvard, Lieutenant Smith, not having 
tlie means with him of compelling submission, retreated to 
his boat, which the Spaniards permitted him to do^ and 
returned to his own ship. The Trinidad was eventually 
taken possession of by the Prince, which ship, at 5h. 30m., 
took her in fcow. The Africa, for nearly three-quarters of 
an hour, until relieved liy the Orion, gdlantly fought the 
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Intisgpide, and suffered very severely from the superior force 
of the enemy. 

The*^ Le\iathan also bore down upon the Santisihia Tri' 
ni'dad ; but finding that ship engaged by the Neptune, 
passed on towai'ds the French Neptune, whicli continued 
liangj-iig about the Tem^raire. On the approach of the 
Leviathan, however, the French ship wore round, and made 
sail away, upon wMch the Leviathan hauled up to engage 
the French van, then in the act of wearing round to escape. 
At about 3h. the Leviathan brought to action the San 
Augustin, wliich ship had not wore round with the rest. The 
Leviathan hauled up to leeward, and, after engaging some 
short time, the San Augustin’s helm was put fx-port, intend- 
ing to pass ahead of the Leviathan, but she was unable to 
efiect it ; and the British ship, having brought her broadside, 
ti*el>le-shotted, to bear ‘with powerful efiect, at tlie distance 
of fifty yards, knocked away the mizcii-inast of the Spanish 
ship, and committed tremendous havoc. I’he San A ugustin 
then fell on board her opponent with her jib-boom foul of the 
Leviathan’s main rigging, thereby exposing her upper deck 
to the fire from the carronades, and from the marines on the 
Leviatliari’s After some smart firing, I/ieutenaut 

Eyles Mouiisher, first of the Leviathan, at tlie head of a 
party of seamen and marines, boarded and carried the San 
Aiigustin, without further opposition. The Le*vnathan then 
took the prize in tow, ami was thus enabled to engage the 
Intrcpiile as that sliip passed on to join the van ; l.mt the 
Leviathan ^ was presently relieved of this opponent by 

‘ The following anecdote of a seaman of the Leviathan, as stated by 
Captain Bayntun to the Patriotic Fund, is too honourable to Britisb 
sailors to be omitted. While the Leviathan was engaging the Santisima 
Trinidad, a seaman, named Thomas Main, stationed at one of the fore- 
castle gun.s, had his arm shot off’ His messmates olTerod to attend him 
below to the surgeon : but he bluntly said, I thanh you, stay where 
you are, you will do more good there,” He then went down by himself 
to the cockpit, and the surgeon, who respected the man, seeing his case 
to be urgent, would have attended to him in preference to those there 
before him ; but Main would not allow^ this, saying, ‘^Not till it comes 
to my turn, if you please.” The surgeon soon afterward peifonned the 
amputation close to the shoulder, during which the gallant fellow, in a 
steady clear voice, sang the whole of *|Rulo Brihmnia.” “ The cheer 
fulness of this rough son of Neptune,” adtis Oaptain Bayn.tun, has be*ii4 
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the Africa. The master of the Leviathan was John W. 
Trotter. . . 

The Oiion, at about 41i, 15m., wore round under the stern 
of the Intrepide, and, bringing to on her lee~bow, between 
that ship and the Africa, opened so vigorous a fire, that in 
less than a quarter of an hour her main and mizen-masts fell 
over the side. The Conqueror and A jax having by this time 
also arrived close up with the Intrepide, the captain, con- 
sidering further resistance would be unavailing, surrendered 
the ship at a little before 5h. p.M. 

The van of the enemy’s fleet, consisting of the Formidable, 
Buguay Trouin, Mont Blanc, Scipion, and Neptuno, under 
Itcar -Admiral Dumanoir, having succeeded in hauling to the 
light air of wind on the starboard tack, beca.me engaged, 
about 3h. p.m., wdth the Orion, Ajax, Britannia, and 
Agamemnon, as those ships were running down to get into 
action. Four or five otlier ships of the van also attemjded 
to Avear and follow the rear-admiral, but from want of wind 
could not do so ; and those Avhicli succeeded in getting oti 
the starboard tack, being unable to weather tlie Biitish 
ships, bore up Avith the intention of passing to leeward, and 
joining Yice-Adriiirai Graviria, in the rear. Three of these — 
the Rayo, Francisco do Asis, and Heros — were engaged by 
the Britannia and other ships near her. As Dumanoir’s 
sqiiadron made its Avay to the southAvard, the five shii)s 
opened their fire on the British and the prizes indiscrimi- 
nately. The Victory and Temcraire exchanged two or three 
broadsides with the squadron, but sustained little damage ; 
not so the Fougueux, which ship lost her main and mizen- 
masts by their fii-e, and had several men killed and wounded ; 
and on board the Redoutable an English offlcer had his leg 
shot olT. 

About 3h. lOin. p.m., the Minotaur and Spartiate, coming 
doAvn, hove their main-topsails to the mast on the larboard 
tack, and exchanged seA’^eral broadsides Avith the combined 
squadron, and succeeded in cutting off one of their immber^ — 
the Neptuno. These two British ships, passing the ftnir 
French ships, wore ; and, after a waim action Avith the 

of infinite use. in keeping up the spirits of his wounded sliiptnates, and I 
hope this recital jiiay be of service to him.” Poor Main, however, died 
at Gibraltar hospital. 
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Spanish slxip thus cut during which she was defended in 
a very gallant manner, obliged her, at about 5h. 10m., to 
surrender, having lost her mizenmast and fore and main 
topmasts. The Neptuno, drifting to leeward, fell on board 
the Tem6raire, and thus gave rise to the extraordinary 
mistake contained in the letter of Vice-Admiral Oollingwood, 
that the T6m6raire had been boarded on one side l»y a 
Spanish, and on the other by a French ship. 

Having now, however, imperfectly given the most pro- 
minent and important details of the proceedings of the ships 
engaged in this ever-memorable battle, we return to the 
Victory and to that scene- so deeply interesting to every 
British heart. The hero of a hundred fights had received a 
mortal wound just as he had put the finishing stroke to the 
title of En gland’s naval supremacy, and, surrounded by a 
halo of victory, in the dark and gloomy abode to which he 
was carried, we behold him expiring. 

As he was being conveyed to tlie cockpit, in which he 
breathed his last, Dr. Beatty, in his narrative, states that he 
caused his face and stars to be covered by his handkerchief, 
in order that he might pass unnoticed by the crew. On 
reacliing the cockpit, the dying hero was laid upon a mid- 
shipman’s mattress, and stripped of his clothes, when the 
surgeon proceeded to probe the wound, which ho soon 
ascertained to be mortal, an opinion which Nelson had from 
the first entertained,^ The sufFeriiigs of his lordship, from 
pain and thirst, were very great. He fre(piently called for 
drink, and to be fanned with jxaper. In about an hour and 
ten minutes after Nelson had been carried below, Captain 
Hax'dy, availing himself of a moment’s respite from his 
duties, visited his dying admiral. They shook hands,” says 
Dr. Beatty, ‘‘very affectionately, and Lord Nelson asked ‘Well, 
Hardy, how goes the battle? How goes the day with usT 
‘Very well, my lord,’ replied Captain Hardy ; ‘ we have got 
twelve or fourteen of the enemy’s ships in our possession ; but 
five of their van have tacked, and show an intention of bear- 
ing down upon the Victory ; I have therefore called two or 

^ We have heard it from authority whicli we cannot question, tliat 
Nelson had a firm presentimerit that he should not survive the battle ; 
and how truly his presentiment was fiilfilled the sequel too correctly 
proved. * 
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three of our fresh ships round us, and have no doubt of 
giving them a drubbing.’ ‘ I liope,’ said his lordship, ‘ none 
of owr ships liave stru ck, Hardy.’ ‘No, my lord,’ replied 
Captain H.wly, ‘ there is no fear of that.’ Loixl Nelson then 
siiid, ‘ I am ^ dead man, Hardy ; I am going fast, it will be 
all over with me soon.’ ” Captain Hardy in a inimite or two 
rettmied to the deck, and the Victory soon afterwards opened 
her fire upon Humanoir’s squadron, passing to windward, as 
before described. The concussion of the firing caused great 
distress to his lordship ; and, apostrophizing his ship, he 
exclaimed, “ Oh, Victory, Victory, how’^ you distract ruy 
poor brain !” The Orion and other ships having neared the 
Victory, Dumanoir and his squadron hauled tlieir wind to 
the southward, offering no further molestation. 

In about fifty minutes after Ca|>tain Hardy liad returned 
to the deck, he a second time descended to the coclcpit, and 
again shook hands with Lord Nelson, at the same moment 
congratulating him on the brilliant victory the British fleet 
had achieved ; and although unable to ascertain the exact 
number of enemy’s ships that had struck, he was ced'ain 
tliat fourteen or fifteen had surrendered. “ His lordship 
answered,” proceeds the narrative, “‘That is well, but I 
bargained for twemty and then emphaticii lly exclaimed, 

‘ Anchor, Hardy, anclior ! ’ ‘I suppose, my lord,’ returned 
Captain Hardy, ‘that Admiral Colliiigwood will now take 
upon himself the directipn of aflairsT ‘Not while I live, 
I hoj)e, Ha;rdy,’ cried the dying hero ; and, endeavouri ng iu- 
efiectually to raise himself from the bed, lie exclaimed, ‘No ! 
do yw anchor, Hardy !’ Captain Hardy then said, ‘Shall 
WQ make the signal, Sir ?’ ‘Yes,’ answered his lordship, ‘for 
if I live, I’ll anchor.’ ” Captain Hardy, ailcr remaining about 
three minutes with his dying chief, w^ent on deck. In about 
a quarter of an hour after Captain Hardy had quitted the 
cockpit to attend to his indispensable duties, Lord Nelson 
became speechless ; and at 4h. 3Gm. p.m. by the Victory’s 
time, expired 'without a groan. His last words were, “I Imve 
done my duty — I thank God for it.” 

For a writer, such as the compiler of these humble volumes 
to attempt to eulogize so great a hero as Lord Nelson, may 
appear presumption; yet we cannot refrain from ofibring our 
sincere though unequal tribute to the mernoiy of England’s 
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{>reBei*ver, aiid the most talented naval commander that any 
age or country ever produced. From his commencement, as 
a midshipman, to the last hour of his life, his public cax^eer 
was marked by a boundless zeal for his country’s honour and 
welfare. The daring and hawk-sighted manoe&vre on the 
14th of Fcbruaiy, did much towards gaining a brilliant 
victory over an enemy of more than double the force of the 
British fleet ; but this was eclipsed at Aboukir. I’lio victoiy 
of the Nile would have been alone sufficient to place Nelson 
on the highest pimiacle of nautical ability. His firm nerves 
appeared to strengthen with the difficulties presented, and he 
may be said to have smiled at discouragements which to the 
ordinary mind would have seemed insurmount:d)le obstacles. 
The fleet and defences of Copenhagen quailed before him ; 
and, while a signal for his recall was flying on board tlui 
commander-in-cliief’s ship, which must have rendered nuga- 
tory all the blood which had been spilt, Nelson negotiated 
and gained all that was required. His pursuit of a superior 
fleet to the West Indies, addend one more proof, if probf had’ 
been, wanting, of liis consummate skill and determination; 
but theflnal and complete tiiumph, which he sealed with his 
heart’s blood, at once, and we would hope for ever, annexed 
the sovereignty of the seas to England’s throne. To have 
died in such a cause, — to have fallen at such a moment, — was, 
indeed, to gain all that mortal man could as]>ire to ; and, 
as says Hr. Ikiatty, “ his splendid exam})le will o])erat.e as 
an everlasting impulse to the enterprizing genius of the 
British navy.” 

The moment Lord Nelson’s death wag announced to Cap- 
tain Hardy, he directed Lieutenant Alexander Hills to 
proceed to the lioyal Sovereign, and acquaint Yice- Admiral 
Collingwood that the admiral was mortally wounded, not 
wishing to hurt the feelings of a friend, by stating that he 
was dead. Captain Blackwood arrived on boai'd the Victoiy 
soon afterwards, and Captain Hardy accompanied him, in the 
boat of the Euryalus, to the Boyal Sovereign, to acquaint the 
vice-admiral with what had really happened, as well Jis to 
deliver Nelson’s dying commands, that the fleet should be 
brought to anchor as soon as it was practicable. Vice- 
Admiral Collingwood unhappily differed in this re.spect with 
his distinguished friend, and on receiving the message, re- 
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plied, Anchor the fleet 1 Why, it is the last tiling T shonld 
have thought of/’^ 

At the conclusion of the action the land about Gape 
Trafalgar was in sight, beaiing south-east by east, distant 
about eight miles, after which cape the battle was named. 

It is now time to sum up the heavy losses sustained in this 
glorious encounter, wliich were as follow 


KiUed. 

Wounded. 

57 

102 

47 

76 

10 

34 

4 

22 

10 

42 

3 

9 

18 

44 

2 

7 

2 

9 

1 

23 

3 

22 

3 

20 

160 

410 




Killed. 

Wounded, 

47 

94 

33 

93 

29 

69 

26 

50 

27 

123 

40 

160 

13 

59 

7 

26 

2 

4 

28 

51 

9 

8 

17 

53 

4 

12 

7 

29 

289 

831 


Sliips. 


Sliips. 


[WEATHEa COLUMN 

Victory 

T^m^raire 

Neptune 

Leviathan ...... 

Britannia 

Conqueror . . . . 

Africa 

Agariiemnon . . 

Ajax 

Orion 

Minotaur 

Spartiate 


Total 


LEE COLUMN. 

Royal Sovereign 
Belleisle ..... 

Mars 

Tonnant 

Belleropljon . . . 

(Jolossiis 

Achille 

Dreadnought . . 
Polyphemus . . , . 
Revenge . . 
Swiftsure . , 
Defiance . , 
Thunderer 
Defence .... 
Prince .... 


Total 


Total 449 killed ; 1,241 wounded. 

Grand total 1,690 


» Collingwood has been subjected to very severe strictures, in reference 
to hi.s iiori‘Comi)liance with the dying command of Lord Nelson ; and 
there can be no doubt that he incurred a very distressing responsibility 
in consequence. The act, however, of not aiichoriug the fleet imme- 
diately on the termination of the battle, admits of some extenuation. A 
great part of the fleet, and nearly all the prizes, were -wholly unpre- 
pared to anchor, their cables having been rendered unserviceable by 
shot. Had, therefore, the signal been made, those shi))s in a condition 
to comply \voukl have brouglit up, while those unable to obey the signal 
would have become still more di.%perse<lj wdiereas by keeping underweIgh, 
the effective were in a condition to assist the crippled ships, and, in the 
meanwiiile, the prize crews were enabled to employ themselves in splicing 
the cables, arid in getting ready to anchor when the signal should be 
made, and it was made at 9h. p.m. We merely offer this as one of many 
reasons which might have induced the vice-admiral to decline cai*rying 
immediately into effect the dying injunction of his friend. 
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Subjoined are the names of officers oMcially returned as 
killed or wounded : — ^Victoiy : Killed— Vice-Admiral Lord 
Kelson; John Scott, secretary; Captain (maiines) diaries 
W. Adair ; Lieutenaivt William Bam ; Midshipmen Bobei*t 
Smith and Alexander Pabner ; Captain’s cleric Tliomas 
'Whipple. Wounded— Lieutenants John Pasco and George 
M. Bligh ; Lieutenants (marines) Lewis B. Beeves and James 
G. Peake ; Midshipmen William Bivers, George A , West- 
phal, and Biehard Bulkeley. Tcm^^raire : Killed — Captain 
(marines) Simeon Busigny ; Lieutenant (do.) John King- 
ston ; Carpenter L. Cades ; Midshipman William Pitts. 
Wounded— Lieutenant James Mould ; Lieutenant (marines) 
Samuel J. Payne ; Boatswain J. Brooks ; Mate .F. S.^ Price ; 
Midshipman J. Eastman. Keptune : Wounded— Cajitain’s 
clerk. Leviathan : Wounded— Midshipman J. W. Watson. 
Britannia : Killed — Lieutenant Francis Eoskruge. Wounded 
— -Stephen Trounce, master ; Midshipman William Grant. 
Conqueror : Killed- — Lieutenants Bobert Lloyd and W. St. 
George. Wounded^ — Lieutenant (marines) Thos. Wearing; 
Lieutenant (Russian navy) Philip Mendel. Africa : Wounded 
— Lieutenant Matthew Hay ; Captain (marines) James 
Fynmore ; Mates Henry West and Ab. Turner ; MiAshi})- 
men Fredeiic Wliite, J. Elmhurst, and J. P. Bailey. 
Orion ; Wounded — Midshipmen Charles Tause and T. P. 
Cable. Minotaur : Wounded — Boatswain James Robinson ; 
Midshipman J. S. Smith, Spartiate : Wounded — Bpatswain 
John Ckirke ; Midshipmen Edward Bellairs and Edward 
Knapnian. Royal Sovereign : Killed — Lieutenant Brice 
Gilliland ; Master William Chalmers ; lieutenant (maiines) 
Bobert Green ; Midshipmen John Aikenhead and Thomas 
Brauiid. Wounded — Lieutenants John Clavell and James 
Bachford ; Lieutenant (marines) James Le Yesconte ; Mate 
W. "Watson ; Midshipmen G. Keiinicott, Grenville Thomp- 
son, J. Fan^ant, and John Campbell ; Boatswain Isaac 
Wilkinson. Belleisle : Killed- — Lieutenants Ebenozer Gale 
and John Woodin ; Midshipman George Kind. Wounded — 
Lieutenant William Ferxie ; Lieutenant (marines) John 
Owen; Boatswain Andrew Gibson ; Mates W. H. Pearson 
and lV". Outfield ; Midshipmen Samuel Jago and J. T. Hodge. 
Mars : Killed— Captain Duff* ; Midshipmen Edward Corbyn 
and Henry Morgan. Wounded- — Lieutenants Edward W 
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Garrett aiid James Black; Master Tliomas Cook ; GaptaiD 
(iriarines) T. Norman ; Midslupmen J. Yc/ung, Gepi'ge Guiren, 
W. J. Cook^ J. Jenkins, and Alfred Luekraft. Tonnant : 
Killed — Mi dsldpirian William Browii. Wounded — C^aptain 
Tyler; Lieuteiiant Frederick Hoffman; Boatswain Idickard 
Little ; Mate H. Beady ; Captain’s Clerk W; Allen. Belle- 
roj)lion : Killed — Captain Cooke ; Master Edward Overton; 
Midsliipman John Simmons. Wounded — Captain (marines) 
John Wemyss ; Boatswain Thomas Bobhivson ; Mate E. 
Hartley ; Mid sMpmen W. N. Jewell, James Stone, Thomas 
Bant, and George Pearson. Colossus : Killed— Master 
Thomas Scriven. Wounded — Captain Moiris ; Lieutenants 
Georg# Bully and William Forster ; lieutenant (mamies) 
J. Benso»"" ; Boatswain William Adamson ; Mate Henry 
Millbanke ; Midshipmen W. A. HeiTiiigham, F. Tliistle- 
way te, T. G. Beece, H. Snellgrove, B. McLean, George 
Wliarrie, Timothy Benou, atul George Denton. Achille : 
Killed — Midshipman F. J. Mugg. WouTuled— Lieritemints 
Parkins Prynn; and Josias Bray ; Captain and Lieutenant 
(marines) Palms Westropp and William Liddon ; Mate G. 
l^eggo ; Midshipmen W. H. Staines, W. J. Snow, and W. 
Smith Warren. Dreadnought : Wounded — Lieutenant J. 
L. Lloyd ; Midshipmen Andrew M‘Oullock and James Sab- 
ben. Bevenge : Killed — Midshij'men Thomas Grier and 
Ed ward F. Brooks. Wounded — Captain Moorsom ; Lieu- 
tenant J ohn Berry ; Master Luke Brokenshaw ; Captain 
(marines) Peter Lely. Swiftsure : Wounded — Midshipman 
i\ lexander B. Handcock, Defiance : Killed— Lieutenant 
Thomas Simons ; Boatswain W. Forster ; Midshipman 
James Williamson. Wounded— Captain Durham ; Mates 
James Spratt and Hobei*t Browne ; Midshipmen John 
Hodge and Edward A. Chapman. Thunderer : Wounded- — 
Mate John Snell ; Midshipman Alexander Gallow’ay. 

The damages exhibited by each ship, in masts and yards, 
at the conclusion of the action, are described in the subjoined 
table ; and from these may be imagined, without entering 
into tedious details, the injuries the different ships liad sus< 
tained in their hulls. 



145 


I Victory 


Seiiior Lieutenants. 


John l^asco(fiAg) 
Bdw. Wiilianoa 
Jdim Quiiliam^ 
Andrew King . . 
J olm Yule 


liOm^ Masts, Topmasts, and yarcls. 


Shotaway, 


Left totteiihg. 


Tdmdraire . . , . . Tl^os. K. Kennedy 

Neptune J . ...... George Acklom 

LeviatJian . . . . . . Eyles Mounsher . 

Britannia , , . . . . Arthur Atchison 

Conqueror ...... Bichard Spear‘d . . . 

Africa.. John Smith 

Apmemnon .... Hugh Cook 

Ajax Jer. Brownf 

Orion ...... .... John Croft 

Minotaur James Stuart... . . . 

Spartiate John M*Kei*lie ... 


Mizenmast , Foremast 


! Main and mizen- 
mast heads, fore 
and fore-topsail 
yards 

Mizen-topsail yard 
Mizen-topmast 

Main-topsail yard . . All three lower 

rmafif.c! 


Main-topsail yard 
Fore do. do. 


Boyal Sovereign 


( John Clavell . . ( 

( John Ellis . . . . j 

Thomas Fife ...... 

James Black 


Belleropihon 

Colossus .... 
Achille .... 
Dreadnought 
Polyphemus 
Revenge .... 
Swiftsure . , 
Defiance . . . . 

■ Thunderer . . 
j Defence . . . . 
Prince . . . . 


John Bedford 

EdwardF.Thomast 

Thos. R. Toker 

Wm. W. Daniel 
Nishet Palmer .... 
George Moubray 
Lewis Hole 
J^mes Lilbum 
William Hellard 
William Normanf 
James Green 
William Godfrey 


i Main and mizen- 1 
masts, and fore- > 
topsail yard . . ) 
All three lower 
masts and bow- 
sprit 

Main-topinast . . . 

( Three topmasts & 
( main-yard 
\ Main and mizen- ) 


Main-topmast 


Foremast 


Foremast 


Mizemnast Fore and main- 

[masts 

Main-topsail yard 


* Deck lieutenant, made post captain. Tlie officers marked f being second 
Ueutenants, were uot promoted with the others. 

* Second lieutenant— first, Robert Lloyd, killed. 
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The eleven ships tinder Admiral Gravina hauled to the 
north-east and escaped; and the Heros, San Francis^^^^ 
Indomptable, and Montanez, succeeded in passing in-shbre of 
the British fleet, and also got away. Others were in tqw of 
the frigates, and the whole, in course of the mght, anchored 
about a mile and a half from Rota, not being able to enter 
the Bay of Cadiz on account of the strong south-east wind 
blowing off the land, although in the offing the wind was 
still ffom west-south-west. . 

At 6h. p.M. Vice-Admiral Collingwood shifted his flag to 
the Euiyalus frigate, and taking the Sovereign in tow, stood 
off-shore with her. At this time several of the Britidi ships 
were more or less disabled, and out of the seventeen prizes,^ 
eight were totally dismasted, and the remainder in a very 
lielpless state. The fleet was now within a few miles of the 
shoals of Trafalgar, and in thirteen fathoms water. There 
was a heavy swell, which distressed the disabled ships very 
much ; but fortunately there was little wind. At 9h. T.Jd. 
the signal was made for the fleet to prepare to anchor, of 
which some few ships availed themselves. Towards midnight 
the wind veered to south-south-west, and freshened consider- 
ably. This favourable change induced the admiral to make 
the signal to wear the ships’ heads to the westward ; and 
those ships which had not anchored, and were in a condition 
to obey the signal, wore and drifted out to sea. 

On the 22ncl, at 8h. a.m., the Euryalus cast off the Sovereign, 
and the Neptune was directed to take her in, tow. The wind 
blew ffesh in squalls during the whole of tins day, and the 
thirteen prizes which remained underweigh (four having 
anchored), closed round the Sovereign. The Buoentaure, 

* The names of the ships actually surrendered or in posBession of the 
British at this time were as follows : — 

SPANISH. 

Guns. 

380 Santisima Trinidad 

312 Santa Ana 
gQ ( Noptttno 
^ Argonauta 
San Augustin 
Monarca 
74 - Bahama 

San Juan Kepomuceno 
^San Ildefonso 


FEBNOH. 

Guns. 

80 Bucentaure 
^Intr^pide 
Redoutable 
Fougueux 

'^lAi^le 

Swiftsure 

Berwick 

Achille 



HiiAvy m peikes. 


147 


having on board Lieutenant Eichard Spear and a party of 
men from the Gonqueror, drifted towards the shore near the 
castle of {^nt SebastiaUj and there anchored. During the 
day she was wrecked on the Puergues, and the crewy including 
the British, were saved by the boats of a French frigate. 
In the night it came on to blow a heavy gale from north- 
west*...' 

On the morning of the 23rd, the Redoutable foundered 
before the whole of her men could be removed. Only about 
170 were saved from her surviving crew, and these at a 
great risk, and with the loss of thirteen of the Teni^raire^s 
seamen, and five of the Swiftsure’s. The Swiftsure’s launch, 
under the command of Lieutenant Thomas Sykes, afterwards 
assisted by the pinnace, in charge of Lieutenant Thomas 
Bead, saved the lives of near fifty poor wretches while the 
ship was in the act of sinking. The brave Captain Lucas 
had previously been removed to the T^meraire. The Fougueux 
drifted on shore near the river Sanoti Petri, having thirty of 
the crew of the Temoraire on board, and was totally wrecked, 
with the loss of all on board except about twenty-five persons. 
The piize crew of the Algesiras was overpower/jd by the 
French during the gale, and having rigged jury-masts, that 
ship, by great exertions, reached the liarbour of Cadiz. The 
same morning, Commodore Kerguelen sailed from Cadiz with 
five 'Sail of the line and five frigates, which latter retook the 
Santa Ana and Kept uno, and carried them into poi*t. 

On the 24th, the Indomptable, on board which were the 
survivors of the Bucentaure’s crew, making with her own 
above 1,000 men, was wrecked off the town of Bot^, and 
not more than 100 were saved. The San Francisco" de Asis, 
another of Kerguelen’s squadron, cut her cables and Avent on 
shore iieai' Fort Santa Catalina, where her crew were saved. 
The Bayo, also of this squadron, not being able to enter 
Cadiz Bay, anchored off San Lucar, where she so6n rolled 
away her wounded masts, and on this day was captured by 
the Donegal, Captain Pulteney Malcolm ; but two days after- 
wards the ship parted company and went on shore, and of. 
the 107 men and officers put on board her by the Donegal, 
twenty-five were drowned. The Monarca also drove on shore 
after the greater part of her crew had been removed by 
the boats of the Leviathan. The Santisima Trinidad was 

L 2- . . 
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sqiittled and sunk by the Neptune and Prinp®*^^ Aigla 
diifted into Oadiss Bay, and was wrecked on the bar 6^^ 
Santa Maria on the nigbt of the 25th. 

The few remaining prizes were at length jmchoted^^ a 
six leagues to the westward of Cape San Lucar ; and on the 
28th the body* of the British fleet also brought Up a little to 
the northward of them ; the Royal Sovereign under jury, 
mam, and mizen masts, and the Mars with main and mizen 
masts only. On the 29 th the Intr6pide was burnt by the 
Britannia, and the San Augustin by the Xe\dathah^^^ 
Orion i the Argonauta was scuttled and sunk by the Ajax, 
The Berwick was wrecked off San Lucar ; 200 of her crew 
perished with her, the remainder being saved, after much 
gallant exertion, by the Bonegars boats. The Defence, with 
the San Ildefonso, Bahama, and Swiftsure, anchored on the 
night of the 26th, and rode out the gale in siifety ; affording 
one argument in reference to the benefit which might have 
resulted had the dying injunction of Lord Nelson been 
attended to. The San Juan Nepomuceno was saved by the 
exertions of the Phoebe and Donegal. 

The viqjboxy of Trafalgar was most complete ; and since 
that day the enemies of England have not been able to fit 
out a fleet at all equal to contest with her navy the rule of 
the ocean. Although the preponderance of force was con- 
siderably on the side of the combined fleets, a chance of 
victory did not remain to them after the first shot fired by 
the British. Never, perhaps, was more cool and determined 
bravery and skill evinced than on this occasion. 

The body of Nelson was conveyed to England in the 
sliip which had so long borne his flag, and on the 6th of 
January, 1806, after lying in state some time in the Painted 
B all of Greenwich Hospital, was conveyed to Bt. Faurs Cathe- 
dral, beneath the splendid cupola of which those venerated 
ashes lie. Numerous were the honours bestowed by a grate- 
ful country on the hero’s relatives | and we wish we could 
add, that those who so nobly fought on that occasion also met 
that amount of promotion and distinction which so memora- 
ble a battle clairned for them. Vice-Adinb’^d GollingWood 
was raised to the peeinge, with a pension of f2,000. Rear- 
Admiral the earl of Noriihe^sk was made a K.B., and Captain 
Hardy created a baronet. lieu^^ Quilliam, of the 
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Vioidicy^ the (acting as captains) of the 

Ajax and^ those of the Bellerophon and 

Mars, were made captains ; and the second, third, 

fonrthj and flag lieutenants of the Victory, first and second 
of the Eoyal Sovereign, and first lieutenants of every other 
line-of-battle ship, made commanders. Four mates of the 
Victory, three of the Royal Sovereign, two of the Britannia, 
and one from e^rery other ship, were made lieutenants. The 
Patriotic Fund, ever alive to the honour and prosperity of 
the British navy, not only voted a large sum of money for 
the relief of the Widows and orphans of the slain, and to the 
wounded oflicei^ and men ; but presented to each captain or 
commanding oflicer in the action a sWord, valued at 100 
guineas. Vases each of 500 guineas’ value were presented, 
one to the hero’s relict, a second to the successor to his loi’d- 
ship’s title, and a third to Vice-Admiral Collingwood. The 
earl of North esk was also granted a vase, value *^00 guineas. 
The silver “ naval medal ” has recently been bestowed upon 
the survivors present in the glorious victory. 

Rear-Admiral Dumanoir, who, with the 7 4-gun ships 
Formidable, Scipion, Mont Blanc, and Dxiguay Trouin, had 
escaped from Trafiilgar on the same night, steered away to 
the south-west, but afterwards hauled to the northw'ard, in- 
tending to enter Bsisque Roads. On the 2nd of November, 
being off Cape Finisterre, the squadron discovered, and at 
noon chased, the British 3()-gun frigate Phcenix, Captain 
Thohias Baker. The frigate bore up, steering for Ferrol, in 
the hope of falling in with a British squadron. At 3h. p.m. 
the Phoenix got sight of four sail bearing south, and at 
3h, 15m. the four pursuing ships haxded to the wind on the 
starboard tack ; upon which the Phoenix altered her course 
to south by west, the better to keep sight of her pursuers. 
Dumanoir soon afterwards wore to the eastward, and the 
Phoenix, making signals to the ships to leeward and firing 
guns, also wore and stood to the south-east. At about the 
same time that the Phoenix discovered Dumahoir’s ships, the ‘ 
Dryad and Jloadicea, Captains Adam Drummond and John 
Maitland, also got sight of them, bearing east ; and at 8h. 45m. 
these frigates were seen by the Pheenix; About 9h. 30m. 
the squadron to the southward, which was that of Sir 
Richard Strachan, consisting of the— - 
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' Orms. Ships. ■ 

80 Caesar. . . ... ... . ... Captain Sir Bicliard j, Stracban 

i Hero . , . . . , , . . . Hon. Alan Hyde Gardner 

I^ainur . . ........ „ lawrenoe W. Halsted 

Coui-ageux ....... . „ Bichard Lee 

Bellona .... ...... „ Cbarles Bndlej Pater 

Frigates.. 

86 Santa Margarita . . ,, Wilson Baihbone 

82 iHolus . . . . . — . . ,, Lord AVilUam Fitzroy 

seen by the Dryad and Boadicea ; but being in doubt 
as to whether the strang^s were fidendb or foes (their signals 
being unanswered), they tacked to the northeast, and ^ere 
soon out of sight of both squadrons. At llh. f.m. the 
Phoenix, more satisfied as to the identity of the British 
ships, passed under the stem of the Ciesar, then standing to 
the northward (wind west-north-west), and after receiving 
a shot and being hailed, Captain Baker informed Sir Bichard 
of the enemy’s position on the larboard bow. The British 
ships being much scattered, the Phoenix was ordered to 
speak the different ships, and make their captains aware of 
the presence of the French squadron. The Caesar then made 
all sail in chase of the enemy, bearing east-north-east, which 
a glimpse of moonlight enabled the British admiral to dis- 
cover. 


On the 3rd, in the morning, the 38-gun frigate B^volu- 
tionnaire, Captain the Hon. Henry Hotham, joined in the 
pursuit, which continued throughout the day and night, with 
varied success. The action, however, did not take place till 
the 4 vli, when, at about fifteen minutes past noon, the Caesar 
opened her larboard guns on the Formidable. At this time 
the four French ships were formed in line ahead on the 
starboard tack, in the following order; — Duguay Trouin, 
Formidable, Mont Blanc, and Scipion, under topsails and 
top-gallant sails, with courses clewed up, the wind being at 
south-west, and about one point abaft the beam ; the British 
ships Caesar, Hero, and Courageux were on their weather 
quarter, and the Hamur about ten miles astern. 

In a minute or two after the Caesar commenced firing, the 
Hero and Courageux, in quick succession, discharged their 
broadsides at the Scipion and Mont Blanc. The fire was 
instantly returned by the three French ships, and a spirited 
action ensued. At 12h. dOm. the Caesar made the signal for 
close action, and five minutes afterwards the Duguay Trouin, 



ACTION OFF FBRROL* 


151 


1805,3 

m luffing up to raJke tfee Osesar ahead, unintentionally came 
round oh the to tack ] and the British ship, having 
hauled up to prev^Ji^ enemy crossing the C^s^s bows, 
the Duguay Trouin passed to leeward, within musket-shot of 
the Cjeaar and Hero, from each of which ships she received 
a smart 'fire, pumanoir soon afterwards tacked to support 
his second ahead, and his two followers also hove aboift- 
Pormidable^ however, was so slow in stays that she did not 
regain her Nation astern of the Duguay Trouin, and became 
the third m&tead of the second sliip. About Ih. 20m. p.m., 
the C^sar wore after the enemy, and the Hero and Courageux 
tacked. 

At Ih. 40m. the Csesar made the Namur’s signal to engage 
the enemy’s van, which had neared that ship, and at the 
same time the Hero was ordered to lead on the larboard 
tack. The Hero, followed at some distance by the Courageux, 
and at a much greater distance by the Oajsar, accordingly 
edged away towards the French squadron. The Namur was 
still to windward, endeavouring, under all sail, to get into 
the action ; but, being a very dull-sailing ship, her progress 
was excessively slow. 

At about 2h. the Hero fired her starboard guns at the 
Scipion, which ship having lost her main-topmast, fell to 
leeward, and became engaged with the Courageux, Phoenix, 
and J^evolutionnaire. The Hero, making sail, then gained 
^ position on the weather bow of the Formidable. At 
2h. 45m., the Namur having arrived up with the Formidable, 
the Hero gallantly made .sail after the Mont Blanc, which 
ship, as well as the Duguay Trouin, had been occasionally 
raldng the Hero while engaging the Formidable. At 3h. 5m., 
the Csesar having in the mean time repaired her damages, was 
in the act of re-opening her fire on the Formidable, when 
that ship liaving lost her mizen-topmast, and her* mainmast 
and fere*topmast being in a tittering state, hauled down her 
colours. She was taken p6ssession of by a boat from the 
Namur. The latter, having her main-yard cut in two by her 
opponent’s fire, was unable to make sail. At 3h. 10m. the 
Duguay Trouin and Mpnt Blanc bore up and endeavoured to 
form a line ahead of the Scipion ; but this latter ship, having 
by the united fire of the Courageux and frigate^ lost her 
main and mizen masts and fore-topmast, just at this time 
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teuled down The Scipidn was 

of by the JPhGenix and Dnguay l^mn 

and Mont Blahp, obi^rvhig the obnsoit^ endea* 

. voiired fo escape, but were overtaken by the Hero and CaeWf 
and, after a dose and animated fire of twenty minutes’ 
duration, the Duguay Trouin sorrendered to the Hero, and 
the Mont Blanc to the Csesar. The battle ceased at 3h. 35m. 

The loss on board the British ships was slight eoiiddering 
the closeness of the action. It was as foBows — C^sac, 
four men kfiled and twenty-five wounded, 

(marines) Robert Morrison and nine men kfiled ; tod Lieu- 
tenants John Shekel and Cornelius J. Stevens (marines), 
Thomas Titteiton (purser), and forty-eight men 
Courageux, one man killed ; and the first lieutenant, Robert 
Olephan, Thomas Daws, mate, John Gibbs Bii*d, midshipman, 
John Austin, gunner, and thirteen men wounded. Namur, 
four men killed ; and Lieutenant Thomas Osborne, Captain 
of marines William Clements, Frederick Beasley, midship- 
man, and five men wounded. Santa Marg^mta, Thornes 
Edwards, boatswain, killed, and one man wounded. The 
R6volutionnaire, two killed and six wounded ; the Phoenix, 
two killed and four wounded; and the jEoIus, three men 
woniided : total, twenty* four killed, and 111 wounded* 
The Hero had her fore-topsail-yard shot away, the Csesar 
her main-topgallant-mast, and the Namur her main-yard ; 
and the Ciusar and Hero had received considerable injury 
iii their masts, sails, and rigging. The loss sustained by the 
French ships was very severe: the Formidable had 200 
killed and wounded, including, among the latter, Rear- 
Admiral Dumanoir ; the Scipion, about the same number ; 
Mont Blanc, 180 ; Duguay Trouin, 150 ; making together 
upwards of 700 killed and wounded in the four ships. The 
foremasts of the Formidable and Mont Blanc were the 
only sparsVemaining. 

In this action the FormidaMe mounted only sixty-five 
guns ; three having been dismounted in the battle of the 
2 1st of October, and twelve of her quarter-deck IS-poufiders 
having been thrown overboard during the chase of Sir 
Richard Bti’achan. The Ri6volutionn?iire, Phoenix, and Santa 
Margarita took a very decided part in this contest, and did 
considerable execution while harassing the ehemy’s real* ; 
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they were also much damaged by shot. Sir Bichard 
^rachan earned his four well-earned piizes 
and they were added to the British navy, in which the 
Formidable becja^ the the Duguay^^^T^ the 

Implacable, and the Mont Blanc and Scipion retained the 
same names j but the Implacable and Scipion were the only 
ships that ever again went to sea. Sir Biehaid Strachan 
was invested ^th the order of the Bath ; the officers and 
men received th of Parliament ; gold medals were 

given to the captains ; and the first lieutenants of the line- 
of-battle sMps were made commanders. The Patriotic Fund 
ordered swords each of the value of 100 guineas to be pre- 
sented to the seven captains commanding the ships engaged, 
and a vase valued at «300 guineas to Sir Eichard Stracham 
This is also a naval medal action. 

On the 28th of November, the 16-gun ship-sloop Serpent, 
Commander John Waller, while cniising in the Bay of 
Honduras, observed two suspicious vessels. Believing them 
bound to Truxillo, the Serpent proceeded thither, and, on 
the 29th, regained sight of them entering the bay. Captain 
Waller then despatched two boats in charge of Lieutenant 
William Patfull, assisted by Charles Trace, master’s mate, 
Samuel Nisbett, midshipman, and the purser, Thomas Scri- 
veia, which, in the face of a heavy fire of gi*eat guns and 
musketry, boarded, and without loss carried a Spanish 
guarda-costa schooner, mounting one long 18-pounder and 
six smaller guns, with a crew of forty men. Leaving this 
prize in possession of Mr. Trace, Lieutenant Patfull pursued 
a 4-gun felucca privateer, but the latter escaped by using 
her sweeps. 

On the 24th of December, the 24-pounder 44-gun frigate 
Egyptienne, under the command of Lieutenant Plnlip Cosby 
Handfield (in the absence of Captain the Hon. C. E. Fle- 
ming), chased* off Eochefort, and in conjunction with the 
Sfrgun frigate Loire, Captain Frederick Lewis Maitland, 
captured the French 38-gun frigate Libre, Captain Henri 
Descorches. The Eg^tienne’s loss amounted to one man 
killed and nine wpuOTCd, but the Loire liad no one hurt. 
The Fa^ench Mgate bad^ t^^ 
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O^r the 2nd of January, the 54-gun ship Malabar and 
1 8-guii corvette Wolf, Captain Kobert Hall and Ctoiriinander 
George G, Mackenzie, cruising off the south of Cuba, 
discovered two large schooner privateers running into 
Azeraderos, a small harbour, the entrance to which was con- 
cealed by a double reef of rocks. Owing to the skill and 
exertions of the master of the Malabar, Thomas Fotherin- 
ghame, the passage was at length discovered, and the Wolf 
was conducted through an opening in the reefs; and 
anchored within a quarter of a mile of the piivateers, which, 
in expectation of an attack, were moored in a very advan- 
tageous position for defence. The Wolf opened fire upon 
the two vessels, and continued it for nearly two hours, when, 
observing that the crews of the vessels were escaping to the 
shore, Captain Mackenzie ordered the boats in-shore to 
bring the vessels out. They proved to be the Regulateur, 
mounting one long brass 18-pounder and four long brass 
6 -pounders, with a crew of eighty men, and the Napoleon, 
of five guns and sixty-six men. Four of the crews, who 
were wounded, were made prisoners, the remainder escaped. 
Tlie two vessels >vere towed beyond the reef, but the Regu- 
lateur sank shortly afterwards, in consequence of her injuries. 
The British loss amounted to two seamen killed and four 
wounded. 

On the 6th of January, the 36-gun frigate Franchise, 
Captain Charles Hasliwood, liaving anchored about five miles 
distant from the town of Campeachy, despatched her launch, 
barge, and pinnace, containing sixty-four officers and men, 
under the command of Lieutenant John Fleming, nested 
by Lieutenant Peter John Douglas, lieutenant of marines 
H. B. Mends, and Midshipmen Ch^bbert F. Daly, John 
Lamb, G. W. Chalmers, and William Hamilton, in search of 
enemy’s vessels. The boats ffid not arrive where^ 
lay until 4h. A.iit. on the 7th, which was long alter the moon 
h^ risen; consequently their approach had been observed, 
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and every preparation for defence adopted. As the boats 
pulled in, they became exposed to the fire of two Spanish 
brigs of war, a schooh^ seven gun-boats, iieutei^ 
Fleming, being well supported, dashed on and boarded the 
nearest brig, and, after a spirited resistance of ten minutes, 
carried her. The prize was the Spanish brig Rapos^ 
mounting twelve guns^ with swivels and cohorns, having on 
hoard seventy-five m^ Only seven of the British were 
wounded. The Eaposa had four men killed and twenty-six 
Wound:^. The gims of the Eapoi^ having been turned 
upon the Spanish flotilla, they retired in-shore, leaving the 
Britirii in quiet possession of the prize. Lieutenant Douglas 
was promoted ; but Lieutenant Fleming, who so gallantly 
conducted this enterprize, was not made a commander until 
November, 1814, jxist three years after Commander Douglas 
had attained post rank. The Patriotic Fund Committee 
voted swords to the three lieutenants above named, and to 
Mr. Lamb, for the gallantry they displayed. Those not so 
noticed were probably not mentioned prominently in the 
Gazette ; which accounts for the omission. 

In the month of December, 1805, two squadrons, together 
comprising eleven sail of the line and four Mgates, sailed 
from Brest. They separated into two squadrons ; the com- 
mand of one being vested in Kear-Admiial Willaumez, who 
proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope ; the other consisted 
of— 


(Brave Commodore L. M. Cond^ 

74 < Diomede Captain J. B. Henry 

( Jupiter..... „ G. Laigiiel 

Frigates— -Oom^e and Fdlicit^. Corvette — Biligente 

Intelligence of the saUing of these squadrons having 
reached V ice- Admiral Sir John Duckworth, who with a. 
squadron was blockading Cadiz, he departed in pursuit, and 
on the 25th and 26th of December unsuccessfully chased 
thai of M. Willaumez, off the Cape de Yerds ; he then 
proceeded to Barbadoes, and being there joined by Rear- 
Admiral the Hon. Alexander Inglis Cochrane, in the North- 


Guns. Sliips. 

120 Imperial.^... 
80 Alexandre . . , 


i Yice- Admiral C. U lieisseigues 
[ Captain Julian G, Bigot 
,, P. E. Garreau 
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iimberlajid, and the Atlas, Captain Sarau^^^ Tym^ his squa- 
dron consisti^ of the under^nienti^ 


Ouas. 


74 


Superb . . . . .... . 

Northumberland 


80 Canopus . . . . 

i Spencer . . . . 

74 < Donegal .... 

(Atlas ...... 

64 Agamemnon 
Frigate Acasta . * 


V^iCe-Ad. Sir John 11101038 Duokwortb, 
KiB. (white) 

Captain Bichard Goodwin Keats 
^ar-Ad. Hon. Alexander Inglis Cochrane 
(white) 

Captain John Morrison 
Bear- Ad. Thos. Louis (white) 

Captain Francis William Austin 
,, Hon. Bobert Stopford 
„ Pulteney Midcpim 

,, Samuel Pym 

,f Sir Edward Berry 

,, Bichard D. Dunn 


The 18-guii brig Kingfisher, Commander Kathaniel Day 
Cochrane, joined at Barhadoes, on the fil'd of February, with 
intelligence that a French squadron had been seen steering 
for San Domingo, and the whole immediately weighed in 
quest of the enemy. The brig Epervier, Lieutenant Thomas 
Higginson^ joined the same day. On the 5th. being off the 
east end of San Domingo, the fi2-gun frigate Magicienhe, 
Captain Adam Mackenzie, joined company with news that 
a French squadron was at anchor off the town of San 
Domingo. At daybreak on the Gth of February, the 
British squadron gained a sight of the enemy. At 7K fiOm. 
A.M., observing the force approaching, the French slipped 
their cables and made sail to the westward, towai^s Cape 
Nisao, with a light air of wind from the northward, and 
formed a line of battle tlius : — Alexandre, Imperial, Diomede, 
Jupiter, and Brave, with the F^licit6 and CornMe frigates, 
and Diligente corvette inshore. The British ships, being 
more off the land, steered a course to cross the leading 
French ship, and thereby also maintained a steadier breeze* 
At 8h. A. M., the ships of the British squadron were in two 
imperfectly-formed lines ; the weather one consisted of the 
Superb, Northumberland, Spencer, and Agamemnon, and the 
lee line of the Canopus (nearly abeam of the Spencer), Donegal, 
and Atlas (the latter far astern). The Acasta and Magidenne 
frigates, Kingfisher and Eperrier sl<>ops, were to w^indward of 
the line-of-battle ships. Soon after 8h, , the distance increased 
between the different British ships by the inequality in their 
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saiiijig, and tbe Superb, Northumberland, and Spencer, in 
close order, and, having a fine breeze, were gaining fast on 
the enemy ; yhile the Agamemnon had fallen considerably 
astern. At 9h. <50in. the enemy’s siups hoisted their colours, 
and, owing to the wind drawing more aft, and freshening 
considerably, were steering with it on their starboard 
quarter. At lOh. 10m., the Buperb, having taken in her 
studdihg-saik, opened a fire from her starboard guns, being 
on the larboa^ quarter of the Alexandre ; and, in a few 
minutes, the Northiimberland also coming up, engaged the 
Imperial. In another five minutes the Spencer, being close 
on the Northumberland’s weather quarter, joined in the 
cannonade, making the Diomede her more immediate oppo- 
nent, the ships now running nearly before the wind, at the 
rate of about seven knots. 

After the tMrd broadside, the Alexandre suddenly hauled 
to the wind on the larboard tack, and succeeded in luffing 
across the boWs of tbe Superb, leaving the Imperial in close 
action with the Superb and Northumberland. At lOh. 25m., 
the Alexandre, being now'- to the south wai'd, gallantly 
attempted to pass between the Northumberland and Spencer, 
and rejoin the Imperial and her consorts, from whom she 
was separated ; l)ut the Spencer pouring in a raking fire, 
the Alexandre wore, and the Spencer, hauling up on her 
starboard beam, brought her to close action. Tins change 
of position, owing to the smoke, was not immediately per- 
ceivfed by the Superb and Northumberland, and the Spencer, 
in consequence, received several shot from their larboard 

The Spencer 'and Alexandre meanwliile continued closely 
engaged, with their l^eads to the southward, wliile the 
remaining ships of both squadrons were standing to the 
westward. The position of the two squadrons at this period, 
after much clpse examination of the logs of the Superb, 
Northumberland, and Spencer, we are enabled to illustrate 
by a diagram. > 
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Tlie Nortlnmibei'land having succeeded in shooting ahead, 
gallantly pushed between the Superb and the Imperial, and 
for a long time received from the latter a tremendous fire. At 
about iOh. 35m. the Canopus, leading the lee column, crossed 
the bows of the Alexandre and Spencer, and firing a broad- 
side into the French ship, brought do\m her already totter- 
ing masts. The Donegal also fired into the Alexandre in 
2 >assing, as did the Atlas. AU this time the Spencer con- 
tinued wai'mly engaged ; but at llh., the Alexandre’s fire 
having been silenced, and the ship being wholly defenceless, 
surrendered. Without waiting to take possession pf a beaten 
enemy, the Spencer wore and made sail after the remaining 
combatants. The Canopus, after firing her broadside at'tbe 
Alexandre, stOered for the Imperial and Diomede, and the 
Donegal and Atlas stood towards the jbpiter an^ Bmve. 

The Donegal, at about IOh, 45m., fired her starboard 
broadside into the Brave, then luffing round under her stem, 
she ranged up on the French ship’s starboard side, and 
brought her to close action. After about half an hour’s 
animated cannonading, the Brave surrendered. The Atlas, 
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sooii lufteif the Donegal commenced firing upon the Braye^ 
brought the Jupiter to action ; but, in obedience to the 
signal of the admiral to attaok^^ t^^ vaii of the enemy, made; 
saii after the Oanopua Captain Malcolm, therefore, obsei*v- 
ing the J upiter ^thoiit an opponent, quitted his prke, and 
proceeded to attack that ship. After bestowing upon her 
a few broadsides, and perceiving the imperfect resistance 
offered, the gallant captain determined to board ; and order- 
ing the Donegal’s helm to be put a-starboard, she was quickly 
athwart the bows of the Jupiter, the bowsprit of tbe latter 
passing over the Donegal’s larboard quarter, in which position 
it was secured a hawser. The remaining officers and 
crew of the Jtipiter, finding fxirther resistance of no avail, 
surrendered, without much opposition, to a party of men 
headed by a lieutenant and Wo midshipmen, who boarded 
her. The Acasta, by the direction of Caj^tain Malcolm, 
shortly afteinvards took possession of the Brave. ^ 

The Atlas, at about llh., closed the Imperial, still engaged 
by the 'N’orthumberland, and after firing two broadsides into 
the three-decker, endeavoured to bear up under her stern to 
rake her ; but at this moment the tiller of the Atlas becom- 
ing jammed by a shot which she received from the DiomMe 
into her starboard quarter, she fell on board the Canopus, 
but without doing any mateiial damage to that slfip, carried 
away her own bowsprit. Throwing all aback, the A.tlas 
dropped clear of the Canopus, and became closely engaged 
with the DiomMe for about ten minutes, when the Spencer 
came up and joined in the action. 

The Imperial had hitherto principally been engaged by the 
Northumberland, but assisted by the Superb, Canopus, and 
Atlas; and at llh. .30m., ha^dng lost her main and mizen- 
topmasts by their united fire, hauled towards the land, then 
about a mile distant on her starboard bow. The Noiih- 
umborland w’^as by this time so crippled as to be unable to 
pursue, and Sir" John Duckworth, deeming it unsafe for tbe 
Superb to stand in-shore, hauled off to the southward. The 
Canopus, however, followed, and continued to fire at the 
three-decker until llh. 40iil, when the latter took the ground 
with such ripleiice that her three masts went over the side. 

‘ When boq-rded by the Acasta’s first lieutenant, only one of the 
Trench officers (the second captain) was fomid to be sober. 



leb [ 1 ^ 06 . 

Sliortfy afterwards slie fired a gun to leeward^ in token o£^ 
^rrender. The maimxiast of the Northixinherland at about 
the same time fell forwai-d, crushing the boatSj tod doing 
^eat dimiage. The Spencer, after quitting the Altoandire,^^ 
crossed the bows^of tlie Diomddo, which latter shpAly after* . 
wards, following the example of the Imperial, ran on shore, ' 
and at the samo three masts went over the side; 

but she continued to fire occasionally at the Gahppus and 
Atlas. The Agamemnon, having been so far astern, fpun4 
little or nothing to do when she arrived up. Thi^ ship, how- 
ever, received some shot from the Imperial and Diomede. 

Thus, in less than two hours, the five liiie-of-battle ships 
were either captured or driven on shore, the frigates only 
escaping. The Imptirial was the largest and finest ship in 
the world, measured 3,000 tons, and mounted 130 guns, 36, 
24, and 18-pounders, and 36-pounder carrohades, and had 
seventeen guns of a side on the lower, middle, and main 
decks. Her crew ainoimted to not less than 1 ,200 men, of 
which number the French accounts state her loss to have 
been fiOO in killed and wounded. The other captured ships 
sufiered in proportion, so that their united loss in killed and 
wounded must have been veiy little short of 1,500 men. 
Tlie Brltidi loss was as follows : — Superb ; six men killed * 
and Lieutenant Charles Patriarche, William Pickering, master, 
Charles Walhngton, Thomas Jacksoii, josoph Bullen, and 
J ames Willcox, midshipmen, and fifty men, wounded. ISTorth- 
umberlaiid : David Ridgway, midshipman, and twenty men, 
killed ; and Lieutenant George F. Seymour, WilUam MilLard, 
C. W. Selwyn, Jeremiali Lawrence (all four severely), Henry 
Stokes, Charles Comer, and Pliilip Peacock, midshipmen, and 
seventy-two petty officers, seamen, and marines, wounded. 
Canopus ; eight officers and men killed, and twenty-two 
wounded. Spencer : Martin Oates, boatswain, fourteen sea- 
men, and thre^ marines, killed ; and Captain Hon. R. Stop- 
ford, Lieutenant James Harris, lieutenant 
Guthl)ei’tson, William Neame, todsMpman, forty seamen, 
and six mamies, wounded. Donegal : 0* H. Kynaston, mid- 
shipman, seven seamen, and four marines, killed ; and John 
Airey, master, William Rudall, H. Ogiivie, tod Edward 
Acton, midshipmen, twelve seamen and marines badlj^^^^ and 
seventeen slightly, wounded. Atlas ; eight men killed, and 
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' SVlUiam Mowbray, master, Stephen Spargo, boatswain, and 
nine men, wounded. Agamemnon: one killed, and thirteen, 
including Lieutenant William Coote, wounded. Total : 
seventy-four killed, and 264 wounded. 

Tim Northumberland was the only British ship that lost a 
mast. The Donegal lost her fore-yai’d, and the Atlas her 
bowsprit. The masts and rigging of most of the ships were 
much damaged, and the hulls of some — especially of tlici 
Noi*thuinberiand— in a shattered state. The Alexandre \vsis 
with difficulty kept afloat. The ImpMal and Diomede were 
lying broadside on to the surf — the latter about 200 yards 
astern of the Imperial — and both bilged and total wrecks. 
On the 8th, the Acasta and Magicienne, after talring out the 
captain and about 100 men, which were all that remained on 
board the Diomede, set both French ships on fire. The crew of 
the Imperial, and the gi'eater part of the DiomMe’s, reached the 
shore and escaped. As soon as the two most disaliled of the 
three prizes could be refitted, Sir John Duckworth jiroccoded 
with them to Jamaica, from whence tlie least disabled of tlie 
French ships, with the Northumberland and the Agamemnon, 
sailed for Bai'badoes. 

Bear- Admiral the Hon. A. I. Cochmne was invested with 
the order of the Bath, and Bear-Admiral Louis created a 
baronet. Commander Cochrane, the bearer of the despatches, 
was posted, and Lieutenant John Morrison, first of the 
Superb, “was also made a post captain ; l>ut what other pro- 
motions were officially made we are unable to state. Tlie 
thanks of both houses of Parliament were voted on the occa- 
sion, and the naval medal has recently been granted for it. 

On the Sth of March the boats of the 44-gun frigate 
Egyptienne, Captain the Hon. Charles Paget, were despatched, 
under Commander Pliilip C. Handfield (who, not having 
received an official notice of his promotion, still acted as first 
lieutenant of the frigate), assisted by Lieutenant Bichai-d 
Israel Alleyn and Lieutenant of mai’ines Edward H. Garth- 
Waite, to endeavour to cut out a large privateer in MuroKS 
Harbour. The enterprize was gallantly conducted, and the 
Bordeaux privateer Aleide, pierced for thii ty-four guns, and 
moored close to the beach (which was lined by a body of 
troops), was to wed out to sea. 

On the 13th of Maz’ch, at 3h. a.m., in lat. 26® N., long. 

veil. II. M 
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29* SO' W-, a squadron, consisting of the 98-gun ship London, 
Captain Sii* HaiTy Ne^e j 80-gun ship Foudroyant, Captain 
John C. White ; and 38-gun frigate Amazon, Captain 
William Parker, under Vice-Admir^ Sir John B. Warren 
(whose flag was in the Poudroyant), came in sight of two 
large sail on the lee-beam. The London, being at some dis- 
tance to leeward, and astern, was the first to discover the 
strangers, and immediately wore and boro up in chase, making 
signals to the adniiral with Mse fires and blue lights. At 
Jh. 30m. the London got alongside the stranger, which was 
the French 74-gun ship Marengo, bearing the flag of Bear- 
Admiral Linois, and commenced a close and vigorous can- 
nonade. At 6h. the Marengo made sail ahead, and at 
6h. 15m. her consort, the 40-gun fiigate Belle Poule, gallantly 
joined in engaging the British ship. The Amazon, at 7h., 
ariived up, and took the attention of the Belle Poiile, leaving 
the London to continue her chase and imnning fight with the 
Marengo. The action lasted till lOh. 25m., when the two 
French ships surrendered. 

Tlie loss on board the London amounted to William 
Booke, midshipman, and nine seamen and marines, killed ; 
and Lieutenant William Faddy (dangei'ously), Thomas W. 
Watson, raidsliipman, and twenty men, w'ounded. The 
Amazon had her first lieutenant, Bichard Seyniour, Lieu- 
tenant (marines) Edward Prior, and two men, killed; and 
Thomas Hoskins, master, and five men, wounded. The 
Marengo had sixty-three men killed, and eighty-two 
wounded; among the latter, Admiral Linois, and liis son, 
severely; and Capt.mi Yrignaud, with the loss of his right 
ann. The Belle Poule had six men killed and tliirty-four 
wounded. The naval medal is granted to the London and 
Amazon for the capture of these two ships. 

Oh the 21st of March, the hired armed 16-gun brig Col- 
poys, with a crew of twenty-one men and boys, commanded 
by Lieutenant Thomas Ussher, chased into the harbour of 
A villas, on the coast of Spain, three Spanish luggers, which 
took shelter under a 6-gun battery. The Colpoys followed ; 
but having got witluh range of the battery it fell ciilm. 
Lieutenant Ussher then manned two boats, taking the com- 
mand himself, with which he proceeded to the attack of the 
luggera lieutenant Usslier’s boat out-pulled the other. 
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and, without waiting for her to close, he boarded and carried 
the thre^ vessels in succession; the crews, with the exception 
of thirteen men, quitting the vessels on his approach. The 
second boat then came up and assisted in towing off the 
prizes. Two of the luggei^ mounted two guns each. In 
performing this dashing exploit only two men were wounded. 
Lieutenant ITsshor was promoted in the month of October 
following, and his gallantry was further noticed by a present 
of a sword, value fifty guineas, by the Patriotic Fund. 

On the 24th of March, at Ih. p.m., Gape Eoxo, Porto 
Rico, bearing north, distant about forty miles, the 1 8-gun 
sloop Reindeer, Commander John Fyffe, discovered two brigs 
to windward. The strangers were the French national 
16-gun brigs Phaeton and Yoltigeur, Lieutenants Saulce and 
Crioq. The Yoltigeur steered for the bow of the Reindeer, 
and at 2h. p.m., hoisted her colours, and, in passing to leew'ard, 
fired her broadside ; while the Phaeton, bearing a com- 
modore’s pendant, continued her course on a wind. Captain 
Fyffe, deeming the latter the most eligible opponent, tacked, 
and crossing the Phaeton, opened fire, which was returned 
by the French biig. The Reindeer and two brigs continued 
tacking and exchanging bi'oadsides until dark, when the 
British vessel, having her sails and rigging much damaged, 
was unable to tack for nearly a quarter of an liour. In the 
mean time the French brigs made off, and at 7h. p.H. had dis- 
appeared. The Reindeer sustained no loss in this encounter. 

On the 26tli of March, the 36-gun frigate Pique, Captain 
Charles B. H. Ross, while crossing from St. Domingo to* 
Cura^oa, chased the two brigs above mentioned, and at I h. p.m. 
opened fire upon them. At 2h., by her superior sailing, the 
Pique brought the brigs to close action, and after tlie firing 
had continued twenty minutes, the Pliaeton, having had her 
gaff-halyards shot away, fell on board the Pique. In an 
instant, Lieutenants William Y7ard luid Philip H. Baker, 
John Thompson, master, aiid lieutenant of marihes Henry 
Craig, together with twenty-five seamen and marines, sprang 
on the deck of the brig, and the Pique, sheering off from the 
Phaeton, made stul after the Yoltigeur. But no sooner had 
the boarders stepped on the PhaiJton’s deck than a large body 
of men rushed from under the fore and aft luaiiisail, and 
opened a very desti-uctive fire, killing the master and eight 
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tjeamon ; and wounding Lieutenants Ward, Baker, and Craig, 
and eleven seamen and marines. The Pique, observing the 
struggle, threw ail aback, and sent assistance to the boarders, 
wliicli, in a few minutes, comj)elled the Fi*ench crew to cry 
for quarter. Having again made sail, the Pique overtook, 
and captured the Voltigeur, without further resistance. On 
board the Pique only one man was wounded. The Phaeton 
and Yoltigeur were added to the British navy, under the 
names of Mignonne and Musette. The above is a navfil 
medal action. 

A few days previous to the capture of the biigs, Lieutenant 
Ward, in the Pique’s gig, and John Eveleigh, midshipman, in 
the yawl, gallantly boarded, and, after a smart resistance, but 
without loss, succeeded in capturing, off Ocoe Bay, Ban 
Domingo, the Spanish schooner Clara, of one long 9-pounder 
and twenty-eight men. 

On the 28th of March, the French 1 8-gun corvette 
Ncarque was cajitured, after a long chase, off the Glcnans, 
by the 38-gun frigate Niobe, Captain John W. Loring. That 
which renders this capture chiefly meritorious, coixsists in the 
service Ixaving been performed in the presence of a squadron 
of superior force ; and great praise is due to Captain Loring 
for the skilful manner in which the vessel was boarded. 
Lieutenant Ban-in gton Keynolds commanded the boarding 
party. 

On the 3rd of April, the 36-^gun frigate Ilenomm<;e, Cap- 
tai?! Bir Thomas Living-stone, and 1 8-gnn brig Nautilus, 
Commander Edmund Palmer, were driven from before 
Cartlmgena, by a Spanish squadron, consisting of two ships 
of the line and a frigate, while a brig, having under her 
protection a convoy of coasters, with a fresh casteriy breeze, 
ran down along shore to the westward. Tlie Benommee 
having, in the evening, distanced the Spanish squadron, 
Captain livingstone, after despatcliing the Nautilus to Lord 
Collingwood, made sail towards Cape de Gata, in the hope of 
cutting off* the Spariish brig, and oh the 4th, at 2h. a.m., the 
latter was discovered at anchor Under the Fort CaJlartes, 
The frigate was delayed by baffling winds in her approach to 
the shore ; but on arriving tip, the frigate’s Are soon silenced 
the brig, and cut asiinder the hawser by which she was 
wai*pHig herself on shore, after which her colours wero 
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hauled down. The prize proved to be the Spanish IS^gun 
brig of war Vigilante, having a crew of 109 men, and at 
3h. 30m. A.M. of the 4fch, she wras brought oill The Be- 
nommce sustained very little damage, and had only tw^o men 
wounded. The Vigilante had one man killed and three 
ivounded, and her maininast fell soon after her smTender. 
She was added to the Biitisdi navy, under the name of 
^ Spider. ’ 

On the 5th of Api-il, a little after dark, the boats of the 
32-gun frigate Pallas, Captain Lord Cochrane (which ship 
was anchored near the Cordouan shoal), under the orders of 
Lieutenant John Haswell, assisted by James Sutherland, 
master, and Midshipmen Edward Perkyns, John Campbell 
Ciu-wford, and W. A. Thompson, pi’oceeded to the attack of 
two corvettes, lying twenty miles above the? shoals, and i>rO" 
tected by two heavy batteries. At 3h. a.m. on the Gth, the 
Biitish party boarded, and earned the brig Tapageuse (of 
fourteen long 8-ponnders and ninety- five men), in sj)ite of a 
determined resistance. The strength of the tide prevented 
the boats from ascending the river after the other biig, but 
at daybreak the Tapageuse was under sail. The alarm was 
immediately given, and the consort of the captured brig 
followed and engaged her; but after an llo^^^s firing, was 
compelled to sheer off. Three seamen belonging to the 
British boats were wounded, one with the )os.s of both arms. 
On the same morning, wiiile tlie Pallas was waiting the 
return of her boats, two armed ships and a brig were observed 
coming down towards her, upon which she immediately 
•weighed, and chased and drove all three vcissels on slioi’e. 
These were the 20-gim corvettes Garonne and Gloire, and 
the 16-gnn brig Malicieuse. The masts of all three vessels 
shortly afterwards went by the board, and their Imlis were 
covered with the spray. The Patriotic Fund presented 
swords, valutid at fifty and thirty guimias, to the above- 
named officers in reward for their gallantry. 

On the 17th of Apiil, at 2h. p.m., the 36-gun frigate 
Siiius, Captain William Prowse, while on a cruise six or 
seven leagues to the westwwd of Oivita Veccliia, gained 
intelligence of a French flotilla wliich was to sail that liiom- 
ing for Naples. Tlie Sirius proceeded in tliat dfrection, and 
at 4h. 15m. p.m. discovered the corvette Berg^re, of eighteen 
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long 12-poxinclers, and one 36-ponnder brass caiTonade, with 
139 inen, Commodore Dnclos ; 20-gun brig Aboille ; 12-gim 
brigs Leg^re and Janus ; bombard Yictoire, of twelve long 
IS-pounders, and two heavy mortars ; cutter Gauloise, and 
gun-ketches Jalouse, Gentille, and Proveii^ale, each having 
four long 4-pounders, and one 36-pounder brass carronade, 
making in all ninety-seven guns. The Sirius closed with the 
flotilla soon after sunset, the vessels of which were formed in 
compact order, within two leagues of the mouth of the Tiber, 
and lying to near a dangerous slioal, awaiting the attack. 
At 71i. P.M. the Sirius, having arrived within pistol-shot, 
opened lier fire, and continued closely engaged for two hours ; 
at the end of which time, the Bergdre hailed to say that she 
hud suiTendered. Although several of the remaining vessels 
were silenced, the Sirius was so much cut up, as to be unable 
to pui'sue them. Her loss amounted to WDliam Adair, 
master’s mate, five seamen, and three marines, killed ; and 
Acting Master James Brett, and John liobinson and Mey- 
ricke Lloyd, midshipmen, twelve seamen, and five marines, 
wounded, A vase, value 100 guineas, was presented by the 
l^atriotic Fund to Captixin Prowso. The naval medal is 
granted for this action. 

On the night of the 3i*d of May, the boats of the 36-guii' 
frigate Benommee, Captain Sir Thomas Livingstone, were 
despatched, when oT Cape Palos, under the command of 
Lieutenants Sir William Parker, Charles Adams, and .Alex- 
ander Nesbitt, Lieutenant of marines Henry John Murton, 
and Timothy MuiTay, boatswain, as well as several midship- 
men (not named), to cut out the Spanish schooner Giganta, 
lying in the poii: of Yieja. At about Ih. a.m. of the 4th, 
the boats reached the schooner, and although the latter was 
fully prepared for defence, with her boarding nettings triced 
up, cliain moored within pistol-shot of the batteries, and 
fui-ther covered by 100 men diuwn up on the beach, she was 
carried in gallant style. One midshipmaii, Ghark^^^ Forbes, 
and tliree me.n were badly wounded, and three slightly ; and 
the Giganta had nine men wounded. The pimj, which was 
brought off, mounted two long 24-pounders forward, three 
long 4-pounders, and four swivels. She had a crew of twenty- 
eight men, and was commanded by a captain of the Spanish 
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navy. The Patriotic Fund voted swords to the. above-named 
ofiicers.' ■ ... 

On the 12th of May, the Indefatigable and Fallas, Cap- 
tains John T. Kodd and Lord Cochrane, with the IB-gun 
brig Kingfisher, Commander George F. Seymour, watching 
the French squadron, in the roads of Aix, being perceived 
by the French admiral, two frigates and three brigs were 
ordered to get underweigh and stand out to attack them. 
At 2h. r.M. the Biitish frigates were fired at by the light- 
house battery oh the island of Aix, but at 3h., being close 
under the batteries, tacked and stood out to sea, hoping by 
these means to draw the enemy off the land. This, however, 
not succeeding, the Pallas (the adventui-ous disposition of 
whose captain has already been repeatedly noticed) proceeded 
in-shoi'e, on the 14th, alone; and at lOli. 30ni. A.M., ha\dng 
arrived vdthin two miles of the battety of Aix, shortened 
sail to the topsails, braving the heavy fngates in the roads. 
This had the desired effect, as shortly afterwards the 40-gun 
frigate Minerva and three brigs were ohseived coming out, 
with studding-sails and royals set. The Pallas gallantly 
awaited the approach of hei- enemies, and the Minerva and 
her consorts having ariived within point-l)lank range, she 
opened an admirably-directed fire upon them. The main- 
topsail yard of one of the brigs came down, and the MineiTa 
sustained much damage to her siiils and rigging. The British 
frigate having received in rctxmi a fire from the frigates, and 
also from the batteries, hauled on board her fore and main 
tacks, find endeavoured to cross the bows of the Minerva, 
and get to windward of her, and this, after much excellent 
seamaimhip and good pilotage amongst the vaiious dangerous 
shoals, was at Ih, p.m. accomplished, and tlie Pallas then 
opened upon her principal adversary a close cannonade from 
to windward. After engaging a short time, the Minerva’s 
fire began to riacken, and Lord Cochrane, with a view of 
preventing the frigate’s retreat, gallantly determined on 
boarding. The helm of the Pallas was accordingly put 
a-weather, and she ran the Minerva on board. So violent 
was the collision that it brought down the fore-topmast of 
the Pallas, carried away the jib-boom, spritsail-yard, bmnpkin, 
cat-head, tore and main-topsail yards, chain plates of the fore 
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rig^Dg, and the bower anchor was torn from her bows. The 
two ships then separated before an oppoi^tnnity of gaining 
the deserted decks of the Minerva was effected ; but the 
capture would in all probability have taken place, had not 
the French admiral., seeing the disabled state of the Minerva, 
dos[)atched two other frigates to her assistance. Under these 
circumstances, the Palhis got her head off shore, and meeting 
the Kingfisher, W£is taken in tow by her. on board 

the Pallas, out of a crew of 214 men and boys, was one 
marine killed, and Midshipman William Andrews (severely) 
and four seamen wounded. The IVIineiwa, whose cre w amounted 
to 330 men and boys, only acknowledged to a loss of seven 
killed and fourteen wounded. The Pallas was a ship of G67 
tons only, mounting twenty-six 12-pouiiders on the main, 
declc, and twelve 24-pounder carronades on the quarter-deck 
and fonxjastle ; total, thirty-eight guns. The Minerva was 
a fine frigate of 1,100 tons, and when subsequent ly captured, 
mounted twenty-eight long 18-pouriders on the main deck, 
and four long 8-pounders and twelve carronades, 36-pounders, 
on the quarter-deck and forecastle ; total, fox*ty^four guns. 

On the 27th of May, the French national 16-gun biig 
Diligorvtc was caj;»tured in the West Indies without resist- 
ance, after a cliaso of forty-eight hours, by the 18-gun cor- 
vette Renard, Commander J eremiah Coghlan. 

On the 21.st of J une, at 7h. 30m. a.m., the outward-bound 
H.E.LO. ship Warren Hastings, in latitude 20^ south, was 
chased by the Frencli 40-gun frigate Pi^iiiontaise, Captain 
Jacques Epron. The Warren Hastings, at lOh. A.M., hoisted 
colours and made the private signal, but which v-^as not 
noticed l.)y the .Pitunontaise, although the latter had English 
coloiirvS flying. A t 11 h., the British merchant ship shortened 
sail, and cleared for action, and at noon the Piemontaise, 
liaving taken in her studding-sails, substituted French for 
British colours. At Ih. 20m. p.m., the Piemontaise, sailing 
about two feet to one of the WaxTcn Hastings, ran to lee- 
ward, and opened hre upon her laiboard quarter within 
musket-shot. The Warren Hastings gallantly returned the 
fire, as soon as her guns would heax% After firing for about 
twelity minutes, the frigate made sail and passed ahead, but, 
owing to the fresh wind blowing, had done little damage. 
After standing on for some short time, the Piemontaise 
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tacked, and, passing close to leeward of her antagonist, gave 
and received a smart fire, which wounded the Iridiaman’s 
foremast, cut away the larboard fore-shrouds, ibre-topsail-tie, 
and much of the mnning rigging. The ensign also was shot 
away, but was quickly replaced by another at, the main-top- 
mast head. The Piemontaise again hove about, and her 
third^ttack crippled the foremast of the Hastings, Having 
a second time tacked ahead of the Hastings, the Piemontaise 
renewed her fire, 'which was returned with great spirit by 
her opponent, who, in this fourth attack, had her fore and 
main masts shot through, and some of her guns dismounted. 
While m this disabled state, with only tlie main-topsail set, 
the Piemontaise made a fifth attack, and by her heayy^ fire 
shot away the mizenmast of the Hastings, wliich, falling 
forward, rendei'cd most of the guns on tlie upper deck 
useless. In this hedpless situation, no other course remained 
to the nobly-defended ship than to surrender; and the 
British colours were accordingly hauled down. Her loss, out 
of a crew of 130 men, amounted to John Edwick, purser, 
and six men, killed ; the first, third, and sixth mates (James 
Cockwell, Edward Davies, and William Hope), James Gre- 
ville, surgeon’s mate, and nine seamen, wounded. The Pi6- 
moiitaise had seven men killed and five wounded. A refer- 
ence to the descri}>tion of the India fieet, under Commodore 
Dance ^ (which holds equally good in the case of the Warren 
Hastingi^, will show that to resist an 18-poundeT frigate 
was rashness. The gallantly was, however, unquestionable ; 
and had the Hastings at the commencement succeeded in 
knocking away a topmast, or crip})ling a lower 'mast, she 
might have escaped. 

The dismasted state of the Wamm Hastings, and the 
heavy sea running, caused the ship to fall off before the 
wind, and from want of attention on board the Piemontaise, 
she fell on b6ard that ship, with a force which seemed to 
endanger both. A pai'ty of Erenchinen, lieaded by the 
first lieutenant, Charles Moreau, then rushed on the British 
ship’s deck, armed more like pirates than national seamen, 
tlii’eatening the lives of all on board. Captain Larkins was 
dragged about the decks, and Lieutenant Moreau, accusing 
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bim of intentionally running foul of the frigate, iii order to 
cripple her iiiasta, stabbed him in the right side with a 
poniaid, which passed through the right lobe of the liver, 
and occasioned so great a flow of blood that Captain Lar kins 
fainted. Thr^^e oflicers vrere also stabbed in cold blood by 
Frenchmen ; but it is only justice to Captain Epron, Acting 
Lieutenant Baudin, and some other of the officers, to state 
that they did their utmost to restrain the drunken fury of 
the monster Moreau and his men, and to render Oaptaih 
Larkins and the survivor's of his crew every possible atten- 
tion. The Piemontaise, with her prize, arrived at the Isle 
of Franco on the 4th of July. 

On the 9th of July, the Fi^ench 34-gun frigate j)rivateer 
Bellone, Captain Jacques Perroud, was captured on Ceylon, 
after a chase and a running fight of near two hours’ duration, 
by the 74-gun ship Powerful, Captain Bobert Plampin. 
The Bellone, when first seen, was pursuing the 1 G-gun ship^ 
sloop Battlesnake, Commander John Bastard. The Powerful 
had two men killed and eleven wounded by the fire of the 
privateer, and the Bellone one man killed and six wounded. 
The prize was added to the British navy, as a 28-gun frigate, 
under the same name. 

Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, who commanded a squadron 
of six sail of the line and a frigate offi Bochefor*t, having 
learnt that a convoy, laden with stores for the fleet at 
Brest, was about to sail from Verdon Roads, under the pro- 
tection of two coiwettes, determined to give the officers and 
men of the squadron an opportunity of cutting them out. 
A boat from each line-of-battle ship was selected, and sent 
to the 32-gim frigate Iris, wlrich ship immediately proceeded 
off the Gironde, where she joined the 44-gun frigate Inde- 
fatigable, Captain John T. Rodd. The six boats w^ere eoin- 
maiided as follows : — Centaur’s, Lieutenant Edward R. Sibly 
(the senior officer) ; Conqueror’s, Lieutenant George Fitz- 
maurice ; Prince of Wales’s, Lieutenant John Fianeis j Re- 
venge’s, Lieutenant Charles Manners ; Polyphemus’s, not 
named j and Monarch’s, Lieutenant Dalhoiisie Tait ; Achil- 
les’, not named. To these were added three boats from the 
Indefatigable, commanded by Lieutenants Thomas ‘Parker, 
Thomas Arscott, and Ralph Shipperdson, as well as three 
from the Iris, whose officers are not named in the despatch. 
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On the Biglit of the 15th of July, the twelve boats quitted 
the Indefatigable. A strong head-wind delayed their 
progress, but they succeeded in reaching Yerdon Roads at 
midnight. The first object of attack was the French 16-gun 
brig Ocsar, which Lieutenant Sibly gallaiitly attempted to 
board j but, while in the act of cutting away the boarding- 
netting, he was wounded by a pike and sabre in the side, 
arm, and face. The brig was, however, boarded, and car- 
ried, after a very gallant defence, her commander, M. Fourr$, 
being among the killed. The other brig, the Teazer (late 
British), of 14--guns, slipped her cable, and escaped by run- 
ning up the river. The convoy followed her example, and 
escaped. The Cesar, although exposed for some time to the 
fire of the batteries on both sides of the river, worked out, 
under the direction of Lieutenant Parker, and joined tlie 
frigates in the offing. The trophy was doai'ly purchased. 
Lieutenant Charles Manners, Thomas Helpman, master’s 
mate, and seven seamen, were killed ; and Lieutenants Sibly, 
Tait (both badly), Parker, and Shippordson, Thomas Mul- 
lins, master’s mate, and tliirty-four seamen and marines, 
were wmiinded. Thomas Blackstone, midshipman, and nine- 
teen seamen and marines of the Revenge, wrere made 
prisoners, their boat having been stinick and disabled by a 
shot. Lieutenant Sibly was pi’omoted. The above is a 
naval medal boat action. 

The frigates Phoebe and Thames, Captains James Oswald 
and Bridges W. Taylor, lying in Leith Roads, were ordered 
to proceed to the Shetland Islands in search of three French 
frigates that had been doing much injury to the Greenland 
fisheries. Captain Thomas Lavie, in the 38-gun frigate 
Blanche, was ordered to take the above-named ships under 
his orders. The Phoebe and Thames proceeded ; but on 
arriving at the appointed rendezvous, ascertained that one 
of the Fren^K frigates had parted company when they 
quitted the station. On the 13th of July, the Blanche 
arrived at the rendezvous, and Captain Lavie received infor- 
mation that a French frigate had been seen off the Faro 
Islands, and having proceeded in search, on the 18th, at 
lOh. 30in, A.M., descried a large ship bearing north-east. 
Tills was the French 1 8-pounder 40-gim frigate Guerri^re, 
Captain Hubert. At 3h. p.m., discovering that the Blanche 



172 CAFrUEE OP PALLAS AlfD bONSOKTS. 


[ 1806 * 


was not one of her companions, she bore up, and made all 
sail. The Blanche gained rapidly in the pursuit, and, at a 
little past midnight j opened fire upon the Guerriere, into 
which she poured two broadsides before her antagonist 
returned a shot. . A close action cominanced, which con- 
tinued until Ih. 30m. a.m. oh the 19th, when the Guerriere, 
ha\dng lost her mizen-toj>mast, hauled down her colours. 
No one was killed on board the Blanche, but Lieutenant 
'Robert Bastin and tliree marines were wounded, by mus- 
ketry. The Guerriere’s masts were badly wounded, and her 
hull much shattered; her loss amounted to twenty men 
killed and tliirty wounded. The two ships -were neju’ly 
equal in ]>oiiit of guns ; but the French crew was very 
sickly, and many men unable to go to their quarters, 
which: accounts for tlie trilling loss sustmned by the Blanche. 
The Guerriere was added to the British navy as a 38-gun 
frigate. Captain Lavie received the honour of knighthoocL 
The above is a medal action. 

On the 2oth of J uly, in the evening, as the 32-gun frigate 
Greyhound, Captain Edward Elphinstone, and 18'gun brig 
Harrier, Commander Edward Thomas Troubridge, were 
cruising in the Java seas, four sail were seen passing through 
the Straits of Sahiyer, which were chased until 9h. P.M., 
when the strangers hove-to; Observing that one of the 
strangers was a large two-decked ship, tlie Greyhound and 
Harrier also hove-to during the niglit, about two miles to 
windward of the squadron ; and, as the day broke, the 
strangers formed in line of battle, consisting of the Dutch 
3G-guu frigate Pallas, Ca])tain Aalbers ; Dutch Company’s 
armed ships Yittoria and Batavia, and 14-gun corvette 
■William, and continued lying to on the larboard tack, under 
their topsails. At 5h. A.M., the Greyhound bore up, under 
French colours, steering for the Pallas, and being,at 5h. 30m., 
within hail, the Greyhound shifted her colours, and opened 
her fire from to windward upon the Dutch frigate, which 
the latter quickly returned.. The Harrier, having closely 
followed the Gi*eyhound, passed between the Pallas and 
Yittoria, and, wearing round on the stai’board tack, became 
engaged with the two merchant ships. The Greyhound, in 
the mean time, having shot ahead, wore close round the bqws 
of the Pallas, pouring in a raking broadside, and, keeping up 
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a vigorous and destructive fire, compelled herj at about 
OK 15m., to haul down her colours. The Vittona and 
Bata via, after sustaining the fire of the Harrier, sutTendered, 
the former at 6h. 30m., and the latter at 6h. 40m., and, as 
well as the Pallas, were taken possession of by the British 
ships. The William, seeing the fate of her companions, 
made sail, and effected her escape. The Greyhound, out of 
a crew of 212 men, had one killed and eight wounded ; and 
the Harrier only three men wounded. The Dutch frigate 
mounted forty guns, and, out of her complement of 250 men, 
had eight kiUed, her captain (moi-tally) and thiHy-two 
wounded. The Yittoria had two killed and six wounded, 
and the Batavia two killed. 

In the month of February, four French frigates — -the 
Hortenj^, Ehin, Herniione, and Th6mis, together with 
the corvette Furet (caj^tured, on the 27 th, by the 38-giin 
frigate Hydra, Captain George Mundy) — sailed from Cadiz 
on a cruise. On the 27th of July, on tlieir return to France, 
being in lat. 47° north, long. 7® west, the squadron was 
discovei’ed, at 6h. a.m., by the 74-gim ship Mars, (laptain 
Robert D. Oliver, the look-out ship of a British squadron of 
five sail of the line, under Commodore Richard G. Keats, in 
the Superb. The Mars, after making known by signal to 
the commodore the object of her pursuit, crowded sriil in 
cliaso, and soon after dark lost sight of both squadrons, tvith 
the exception of the 64-gim ship Africa, which, until 
llh. P.M,, was seen on her Icc-quarter. Captain Oliver, 
rightly imagining the enemy would alter the course in the 
night, boi’e up a few points, and, at daylight on the 28th, 
the four frigates were seen on the -weather-bow. The stem- 
most of the four, which wjis the Rhin, being at some distance 
from her companions, was so rapidly gained on by the Mars, 
that the French commodore hove about, and bore iip to her 
support ; after which lie formed his ships in line of battle 
ahead on the larboard tack ; hut, at 3h. p.m., again made all 
sail, and abandoned the Rhin to her fate. The M’ars, having 
already run a distance of 150 miles, continued in puraiiit, 
and, at Gh. p.m., in the midst of a heavy squall of wind and 
rain, was about to open her broadside on the frigate’s lee- 
quarter, when the latter struck her colours. Soon after the 
Rhin was taken posses.sion of, the other tlireo frigates were 
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seen standinig to the south-east, and Captain Oliver would 
have pursued them, but for the proximity of the French 
coast, and the dark, squally weather. The Mai’s, on the 31st, 
rejoined her squadron with the prize. The Hortense and 
Hermione succeeded in reaching Bordeaux, and the Thdmis 
entered Rochefort, 

On the 14th of August, at daybreak, the Isle of Wight 
bearing north, eight leagues, the 4-gun fire^brig Phosphorus^ 
Lieutenant William J. Hughes, was attacked by a French 
12-gim lugger privateer, of seventy men, which, having laid 
her alongside, attempted to carry her by boarding. Although 
the officers and crew of the brig numbered only twenty-four, 
the French crew were repulsed with much loss, and, after 
engaging with spirit for forty minutes, the lugger sheered off. 
Lieutenant Hughes, Thomas Esther, acting, master, and six 
seamen, were wounded. Lieutenant Hughes was promoted 
ill the month of September following, and a sword, value 100 
guineas, presented liirn by the Patriotic Fund. 

On the 22nd of August, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Alexandria, Captain Edward D. King, in which were Lieu- 
tenants Joseph Lewis and Edmund Nagle, and Alfred Smith, 
master’s mate, boarded and carried a Spanish brig and a 
guarda-costa, moored under the batteries in the harbour of 
Rio do la Plata, on the Spanish Main. As the vessels were 
stripped of their sails and secured to the shore, Lieutenant 
Lewis, after sustaining a most severe fire for ten hours, and 
consequent heavy loss, ordered them to be destroyed, and 
retreated. Mr. Smith, and live seamen and marines, were 
killed j and Lieutenant Nagle, Samuel Marshall, midship- 
man, the gunner, and eight seamen and marines, wounded. 

On the 23rd of August, in the morning, the frigates 
Arethusa and Anson, Captains Charles Brisbane and Charles 
Lydiard, cinusiug off the Havannah, discovered to leeward, 
and within two miles of the More Castle, the Spanish 34-gun 
frigate Pomona, endeavouring to enter the harbour. Find- 
ing this, from the strength of the current, to be impracticable, 
the Pomona bore up and anchored two leagues to the east- 
ward of the More, in three and a half fathoms of water, 
and within pistol-shot of the castle, mounting eleven long 
36-pounders. Ten gun-boats, each mounting a long 24- 
pounder, with crews of sixty men, immediately put out from 
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tlie Havannah to the frigate’s assistance, and formed ahead 
as host suited for her d(3fence. At 1 Oh. the Anson and 
Arethusa dropped their anchors ; the first abreast of the 
Spanish gun-boats, and the Ax‘ethusa on the starboard quar- 
ter of the Anson, within pistol-shot of the Pomona. After 
a warm action, which lasted thirty-five minutes, the Spanish 
fiigate struck her colours, and was taken possession of; and 
the gun-boats were all previously, sunk or driven on shore 
by the Anson's fire. The castle continued to fire upon the 
British ships, until an explosion in some part of the battery 
having taken place, the action ceased. The Anson had not 
a man hurt, but the Arethusa had two seamen killed ; and 
Captaiq Brisbane, Lieutenant Henry Higman, Lieutenant of 
marines John Pennell, and twenty-nine seamen and marines, 
wounded. The Pomona, out of 347 men, had her captain 
and twenty men killed, and thirty men wounded. The jjrize was 
added to the British navy, xinder the name of Cuba. Although 
the bulk of her cai'go had been landed, enough remained to 
render the Pomona a valuable prize. Lieutenants jolm 
Parish, of the A'ethusa, and Thomas Ball Sulivan, of the 
Anson, were promoted to the rank of commander, the former 
in November, and tlie latter in February, 1807, by which 
time he held acquired still stronger claims to preferment. 
Swords, each valued at 100 guineeis, were voted by the 
I^atriotic Fund to Captains Brisbane and Lydiard ; and the 
naval medal has been granted to the surviving participators. 

On the 29th of August, the 20-gun ship Bacchante, Cap- 
tain James K. Dacres, cruising off the Spanish Main, sent 
her boats under Lieutenant George Norton, with the gurmer, 
Jolm Howard, Master’s Mates Henry Overend and Bichard 
Birch, Lieutenant of maiiues John M. Pilcher, W. Leriche, 
purser, and Bobert Burnett, carpenter, to attempt the de- 
struction of some vessels in the harbour of Santa Martha. 
On the 30th, at Ih. a.m:., the boats dashed at the vessels, 
exposed to a heavy fire fi’om the batteries and some field- 
pieces on the beach ; notwithstanding which, one armed brig 
and two aimed feluccas were brought out without any loss 
to the British. 

Batabano and Trinidad, two ports of Cuba, having become 
the resort of numerous privateers, Vice-Admiral Dacres, 
the commander-in-cliief at Jamaica, despatched Commander 
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George Le Geyt, in the 18-gun ship-sloop Stork, having 
binder his orders the 14^gun schooner Bup^rieure, Gominander 
Edward Ilusliworth, 12-gun schooner Flying Fish, and the 
4r*gun schooner Pike, Lieutenants James G. Gooding and 
John Ottley, with orders to attempt the destruction of the 
marauders. On the 25th of August, this squadron sailed 
from Port Poyal, and on the 30tli arrived off the Isle of 
Pines, in which place a schooner was discovered at anchor. 
Tliis vessel, which was a Spanish guarda-costa, of ten guna^ 
was chased and captured hy the Pike. 

As it was found impracticable, from the shallowness of the 
water, for the Stork to proceed up the bight towards Bata- 
bano, then thirty leagues distant, Captain Rushweypth was 
instructed to lighten the three schooners as much as possible, 
and proceed with them in the execution of the projected 
service. From the intricacy of the navigation, these vessels 
did not I'each witliiii twenty-two miles of Batabano till the 
2nd of September, wlicii they anchored for the night off 
Point Gonda. At midniglit they again weighed, in the 
hope of getting into the harbour before dawn, but it was 
broad daylight befoi'o this could be effected. Captain Hush- 
worth, taking with him eighteen men lent from the Stork, - 
tliirty-five from the SupericuT*e, and ten from the Flying 
Fisli, tluvn landed two miles to windward of the bat tcry at 
Batabano, and leaving tlie men belonging to the Flying Fish 
in charge of the boats, proceeded with the remaining fifty- 
three men to attack the battery ; but they were so im])eded 
in their progress hy the marshy and iiTeguIar ground, that a 
pai’ty of Spanish troops, lying in ambush, made an attack 
upon them. The Spaniards were, however, s]>eedily routed 
by the advanced division of the Biitish sailoi's, leaving two 
of their number dead and one wounded. The alaim had by 
this time spread in all directions, and the militia and men 
from the privateers had joined the regulars, when, finding 
liis retreat thus cut pft^ Captain Rushworth pushed forward, 
and stormed and gained the fort. The battery mounted six 
long 18-pounders; aiidji haying spiked these, the Biitish 
party proceeded to take possession of the vessels in the 
harbour. These consisted of one felucca, jnorced for foui*teen 
guns, but having only one long 18-pounder mounted ; a 
12-gttn schooner, and one French and three Spanish piiva- 
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teers ^ besidos six Nvith cargoes. Having taken entity 
possession of these, tlie whole party quitted the port, having 
only one man badly woxmded. Captain Hush wort h was 
assisted in his gallant undertaking by lieutenants John 
Hussell and James Murray, and Bub-Lieutenants George 
C. Blake and Jamek Bmsier. 

On the 14th of September, as the Fi’ench 74-gun ship 
Imp6t\ieux (one of the squadron of ilear-Admiral Willaumez, 
which had been dispersed in the preceding Augiist by a 
hurricane) was endeavouring, under juiy-masts, to enter 
the Chesapeake river, on the coast of North America, she 
was discovered by the 74-gun ship Belleisle, Captain Wil- 
liam Hai’good, who, with the 74-gun ship Bellona, Captain 
John Erskine Douglas, and frigate Melampus, Captain 
Stephen Poyntz, was cruising olf Ca]>o Heniy. Finding 
escape impossible, the French ship ran on shore, where she 
was destroyed by the Melampus, her crew having first been 
removed. 

In the month of September, a squadron, consisting of the 
following ships, was cruising before Itochefort ; — 


Guns. Ships. 

74 Centaur 

98 Windsor Castle 

S Achille 

Monarch 

Keveiigo 

Mars . . ....... 

16 Atalante 


Commodore Sir Samuel Hood 
Captain (yharles Boyles 
,, Kichard King 

,, Kichard Lee 

,, Sir John Gore 

„ William Lukin 

„ Joseph Ore Masefield 


On the 2,'Jth, at Ih. A.M., as this squadron, xipon the 
larboard tack, with the wind at north, was stretching in 
for Chasseron lighthouse, then distant about seven, leagues, 
seven sriil were observed to leewaid, and, on discoveidng 
that the stmngers were frigates, the signal was made for a 
general chase. ‘ The ships in view were a French squadron, 
under Commodore Boliel, from Hochefort, bound to the 
West Indies, consisting of the 40-gun frigates Gloire, In- 
fatigable, Minerve, and Armide, and 36-gun frigate Themis, 
with the brigs Lynx and Bylphe. 

These sliips, finding they were pursued, bore xip under all 
sail, steering south-west. The Monarch, being the nearest 
ship to the enemy, at 4h. a.m., was nearly witliin gun-shot 
VOL II. N 
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of tlie atemmost Frencli frigate, whicli waa the Armide \ 
and at thia time the Centaur was eight miles asterh of her. 
At 5h,, the Monarch commenced firing her how-chasers, 
which the Armide returned with her stern-chasei's. At 6h., 
the Infatigable, being to windward of her companions, hauled 
np to the noitih-east, and was pursued by the Mars ; while 
the Themis and two brigs bore aw^ay to the southward, and, 
there being no ship at hand to intercept them, effected their 
escape. The Gloire, Armide, and Minerve kept in close 
order for mutual support, and at about lOh. a.m:. the Monai’ch 
opened her starboard guns upon the two rearmost, between 
which ships a warm engagement ensued. In consequence, 
however, of the heavy swell which prevailed, the Monarch 
was prevented opening her lower-deck points, and, after 
twenty minutes’ close action, had suffered so severely in her 
jigging and sails as to be managed with difficulty. At llh., 
the Centaur arriving up, discharged her larboai'd guns at the 
Gloire and Ai’mide, and the latter struck to the Centaur at 
llh. 45m. At about noon the Minerve, wliich ship, since 
the Centaur’s arrival, the Monarch had engaged, stnick her 
colours; and by this time the Mars had overtaken and 
captured tlie Intatigable. The Gloire seeing the fate of her 
companions, as a la^st resource hauled up and made sail to 
the westward, pursued by the Centaur. At 2h. 30m. p.m., 
the Mars luiving joined in the chase, opened her fire on the 
Gloire, wliich sliip at 31i. surrendered after a very creditable 
defence. This determined resistance on the part of the 
enemy occasioned considerable damage to the Monaich and 
Cental! r. The Centaur had a gi;eat part of her lower rigging 
shot away, and her masts and yards wounded in several 
j)laces ; her loss amounted to three men killed, her cajitain 
and three seamen wounded. AVhile Sir Samuel Hood was 
stimding with his right hand on the railing of the quarter- 
deck, a musket-ball struck him between the wrist and elbow, 
and passing through that jiaii; of the arm, again entered 
below the shoulder, where it lodged. The arm was so 
shattered, as to render amputation necessary. The Monarch 
had her niain-topgallant-mast shot away, her masts and 
yards wounded, her sails a good deal cut, and her hull shot 
m several places. William Biiddin, midshipman, ^nd three 
seamen, were killed; and Xdeutenant John Anderson, her 
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boatswain Peter Duffy, John ’Geary, midsliipman, fifteen 
seamen, and seven marines, woanded. The Mars was hulled 
in seveml places, but her principal damages were in her sails 
and rigging. 

^ The Gloire measured 1,153 tons, Minerve 1,101, Arinido 
1,109, and Infatigable 1,157 tons. All four ships were added 
to the British navy ; the Minerve, under the name of 
Alceste, and the Infatigable under that of Immoit/alltd ; 
but the Gloire and Armide retained their French names. 

On the 27th of September, the French 40-gun frigate 
Prc%idente, returning to France from the coast of America, 
having separated from the 74-gun ship Pegulus, fell in with 
a British squadron, in lat. 47° 17' north, long. 6° 52' west, 
under Pear- Admiral Sir Thomas Louis, in the Ganopus, hy 
which she was immediately chased. At Oh. 45m., the 18-guii 
brig Dispatch, Commander Fdward Hawkins, arrived up 
with, and commenced filing her bow-guns at tlie frigate, 
receiving in return the fire from the Pi*esidente’s stern- 
chasers, and a running fight was gallantly maintained by the 
Dispatch until 7h. 15m. p.m. ; but being much damaged, 
she bore up and stood towards the British, squadron, then 
about three miles distant. The Pr6sid(*.nte being overtaken 
by the Canopus, surrendered without resistance. The Dis- 
patch in her spiiited encounter did not meet with any loss. 
The Presidente measured 1,148 tons, and, being an improved 
model, became a valuable acquisition to. the British navy, to 
wliich she was added under the same name. * 

On the 2nd of October, while the 32 -gun frigate Minorv'a, 
Captain George II. Collier, was anchored off Oro Island, 
near Porto Novo, on the coast of Spain, the cutter and barge 
of the frigate, commanded by Ca.ptain Collier in person, who 
was in the cutter, attended by Lieutenant Charles Munzies, 
of the marines, and Lieutenant P. P. James, and William 
Holt, midshipihan, in the barge, proceeded in search of some 
Spanish gun-boats, supposed to be lying at CaiTil. After 
rowing »eveu hours, the cutter was hailed by a large gun- 
boat, accomj^anied by a smaller one, moiiuting a 4-pouTider 
brass gun, both of Which were instantly boarded, and carried 
without the loss of a man. 

On the 9th of October, three boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Galatea, Captain George Sayer, under the orders of Liea- 
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tenant Ricliard Gittings, 'witli Jolin Green, master’s mate, 
and James Scanlan, boatswain, were sent to out out some 
vessels at axich or in Barcelona. As the boats approached, 
a heavy fire was opened on them from the batteries, and 
also of miiskotiy from the beach, to which the vessels were 
inoorcd head and stern ; three schooners were, however, 
boarded, and brought out without any loss. 

On the 12th of October, the French 2 6-giin fifite Sala- 
mandre, laden with timber and stores for Brest, was at- 
tached, driven on shore, and burnt in Erqui Bay, under 
some heavy batteries, by a small scpiadron, consisting of the 
2 2 -gun ship Constance, Captain Alexander S. Biiri'owes ; 
gun-brigs Strenuous and Sheldrake, Lieutenants John Nu- 
gent and John Thicknesse, and hired armed cutter Britannia, 
Captain Burro wes was unfortunately killed by a gi‘a)Kx-sliQt ; 
and the cable of the Constance havdiig been cut by the fire 
from a battery, that ship took the ground, and her crew 
Were under the necessity of quitting her, leaving the 
wounded to the mercy of their enemies. Tlieir loss 
amounted to eight men killed, besides their captain, and 
I-ieutenant George Spencer Richards, Daniel M^Crawley, 
boatswain, and lour teen seamen and marines of tlie Con- 
stance, wounded. TJie loss of the Sheldrake amounted to 
one man killed and two wounded ; and of the Strenuous, to 
Robert Bond, midsliipman, and four men, woutkded. The 
-officers named in the official letter were noticed by the 
Patriotic Fund Committee, and swords voted aocordingly. 

On the 18 th of October, the 18-pound6r 3G-gim Mgsxte 
Caroline, Captain Peter Rainier, having taken possession of 
the Dutch 14-gun brig Zeerop, Capttiin Groat, obtained 
intelligence concerning the Dutch I2-pounder 36-gun frigate 
Maria Riggersbergen, Captain Jager, wliich, with the 14-gun 
corvette William, brig Zee Ploeg, and Dutch Company’s 
18-gun slip Patriot, was lying at anchor in Batavia Roads! 
The Caroline, being prepared with springs on her cables, 
stood into the roads, and anchored within pistol-shot of the 
frigate, and after thirty minutes’ action compelled her to 
surrender. The British frigate was occasionally engaged by 
the other three vessels,^ and the action was fought in sight 

‘ These, together witlx the 36-gun frigate Phoenix^ and brig Aveu- 
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of thiliiy heavy giiu-boats. Tliis achievement was ver}" gal- 
lantly executed, and with compax'atively slight lass ; which 
amounted to three men killed, lieutenant of mannes Zar 
chaiy AVilliams (moitally), and seventeen men, woumled. The 
Caroline sustained very little damage in her masts, rigging, 
and hull. The Maria Kiggorsbergeii had fifty and 

wounded. The prize was purchased intp the British liavy, 
and named the Java.^ The Committee of the Patriotic 
Fund presented Captain Rainier^ with a sword of 100 
guineas ■ value. 

On the l23rd of October, in the evening, while the 12-gun 
schooner Pitt (ten 18-pounder carroniitles and two long 
fi-pounders), commanded by Lieutenant Micluiel Fitton, was 
lying at anchor in the mole of Cape St. Nicolas, St. Lo- 
miiigo, two sail w^ere seen from her masthead, over the 
narrow neck of land, the one apparently in chase of the 
other. The Pitt was immediately underway, and, it being 
a dead calm, sweeping out of the mole. -A.t daybreak on 
the 24th, three schooners wore discovered, the largest of 
which was a piivateer of great foi:‘ce, and for this vessel the 
Pitt steered. The jH'ivateer hove to, and at 7h. a.m. com- 
menced firing on the Pitt ; but after l»alf an hoitr\s can- 
nonading, bore up to the westward after the otlicr scliooners, 
which were her prizes. The privateer ^vas one well known 
to Lieutenant Fitton, and which luul been long the scourge 
of the West-India trade, being the 14 gun scliooner Su])erbe 
(of twelve long 6 and two 8-j)oiiuders), conijna3id(Ml by 
Dominique Diron. The Pitt made every elfort to dose the 
Superhe, and the chase continued throughout the day and 
night, every man and officer labouring, during tlie fre(pient 

turier, and a second armed ship, were taken or destroyed l)y a squadron 
of foixr sail of tjie line, under Itear- Admiral Sir Edward l^ellew^, on the 
27th of November. 

V This ship, comniandod by Cax>tam George Pigot, w'as unhax>j)ily lost 
with all hands in 1807, in company with tho 74-gun ship Blenheim, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridgo : both -are supposed to have 
foundered off the island of Roderigue in the East Indies. 

’ Owing to this action not having been proi)erly reported to or 
recorded at the Admiralty, Cap tiiiii Rainier lost the honour of being 
included among the knight coramandera of the Bath in 1816, and pro- 
baldy for the same reason the naval medal has not been granted to the 
gallant men engaged in this service, * 
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i?alins and liglit airs, a,t tlie sweeps, and using every effort to 
bring the enemy to action. 

On the morning ofV the 25th the breeze ffeshened, and 
during the day, the Superbe having succeeded in seeing her 
pi-izes into Bamcoa, again hove to, as if with the intention 
of engaging the Pitt. At 4h. P.M., the Pitt, having obtained 
a situation between the Buperbe and Earacoa-, in which 
harbour were several other privateers, recommenced the 
action, at tolerably close quarters; but, after half an hour’s 
firing, the Buperbe made sail towards Cape Maysi. A third 
night’s laborions chase ensued, all hands constantly at the 
oars, except those emj>lo3^ed knotting tlie rigging and 
righting the Ciirroixades, which, having been badly fitted, 
had upset. 

On the morning of the 26th tlic Biiperl)e, followed closely 
by tlie ihtt, i-oimded Cape Maysi ; but desirous of getting 
into Occoa Bay, where Captain Dh*on knew there was a 
detachment of Bpanish troo[)s, the Buporbo was obliged to 
liaul up iicross the bows of the Pitt, in doing which she 
liroil lior starboard broadside, and immediately afterwards 
ran aslioi’e amongst the rocks with her colours flying. The 
crew of the pri vateer then took to their boats, and quitted 
the vessel , which being observed, Lieutenant Pitton sent 
Ids boats manned and anmxd, and took j>ossessiori of the 
Buperbe. The end of a hawser was conveyed on board the 
|)rizo, and tiie 14-gun biig Drake, Commander Kobert 
Nicholas, having during tjie morning joined company, she 
was, after much exertion, hove off. Out of a complement of 
fifty-four men and boys, the Pitt had two men badly, and 
six slightly wounded. Tlie Buperhe’s exact loss was not 
known, but four of lier crew (onginally ninety-four) were 
found dead in her hold, and three mortally wounded. The 
romaindcr, including the captain, escaped to the sliore ; 
tlicir total loss was understood to have been fourteen, with 
a proportionate number of wounded, most of whom were 
conveyed on sliore. Thus, after a tedious, but skilfully-con- 
ducted chase of sixty-seven hours’ duration, was captured 
one of the most foi'inidable French jirivatecrs infesting the 
West Indies. Her captain was a most experienced and 
daring freebooter', for few nations were respected by him ; 
and for ca|»ture and pillage be GOtild always find a suflieient 
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excuse. Tlie amoimt of hia depredations may be imagined, 
when it is stated that among the papei's found oii board tl^^^ 
Superbe, was a list of captures, Engiish, Bpanish, and 
American, made by Dominique, to the value of £147,000 
steriing, 

ildeutenant Fitton, whose health was at the time much 
imj)aired by his unwearying exertions on the station, in 
endeavoui-ing to put down French piivateera (not one-tenth 
part of which have ever been recorded), was on this occar 
sion so worn out by the long and anxious chase, that he w^as 
wholly unable to wnite the official letter relative to the 
capture. Tlie, task was therefore poiibnned by Captain 
Nicholas, and Bear-Admiral Dacres, in forwarding the letter 
to the Adnuraltv, made the following strong, but rvoll- 
merited comment upon the action : The zeal and })erse- 
verance manifesi/ed on this occasion, dining so long a chase 
(being upvirards of fifty hours at their sweeps, with only 
two-tliirds the number of men the piivateer had), fhe very 
gallant conduct of, and superior professional abilities dis- 
played by Mr. Fitton, will, I trust, recommend hini to the 
protection of their lordships.” ^ 

On the night of the 21st of October, four boats of the 

' M. J^omiuiqne afterwarda equipped a brig, which he named La 
Uovanche de ha Superbe, and actually Bent, by a Spanish licensed trader, 
an invitation to Lieutenant Fitton to meet him at an ajTpointed place ; 
but the latter had been superseded in the coininand of the Pitt by the 
iUve of an admiral, not to be promoted to the rank of comiriander, but 
to be turned adrift as an unemployed lieutonantr* — James. 


* A specific sum of money was allotted })y the Admiralty for the 
purpovse of i>iirchasing a fiist-sailing cruiser, the coiimiand of m hich vessel 
was to be intrusted to Lieutenant Fitton, an<l he was permitted to cltoose 
fi’om amongst the difierent vessels on sale. The Pitt, a beautiful vessel, 
was the schooner selected ; but the sum domarnled for her exceeded that 
named by the Admiralty, and an inferior vessel must have been pur- 
chased, had not Lieutenant Fitton nobly ma<le up ti\e difference, £437, 
from his oim hard canvings / The schooner was equii>ped, and the nanio 
of her commander was sufficient to draw the choicest seamen the station 
c6uld boast. This accomplished, the Buperbe, as we have seen, was 
destroyed by her ; when all the proud hopes of the gallant lieutenant 
wpre blasted by the cruel wrong put upon him. This stim of money ws 
•ftever reimbur'ed fiimy and he is still (ISul) a lieutenant ! A sword value 
60 guineas was presented to this officer by the committee-of the Patriotic 
Fund, in coii\x>iiment to his exertlonB on this occasion. 
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BOAT ACTIONS. 


36-gun frigate Renommde, Captain Sir Thomas 
tinder tlie direction of Lieutenant Sir WilUain Parker, 
entered the port of Colon, in the island of Majorca, exposed 
to a heavy fire troin the tower of Palconara, and gallantly 
boarded anduaiTied a Spanish tartan and two settees. The 
tartan, whicli mounted four guns, having got on shore, was 
set fire to and destroyed; but the settees, one of which 
mounted three guns, were brought out. In executing this 
service only one British seaman was wounded. 

On the 1st of Kovember, thi*ee boats of the 3 6 gun 
frigate Pique, Captain Charles B. II. Boss, under the orders 
of Irieutenant Christopher Bell, with Lieutenant of marines 
Edward Bayley, cut out of Cabaret Bay, Porto Bico, a 
Spanish brig, pierced for twelve guns ; previously to which 
they destroyed a 3-guTi battery, and spiked the ordnance 
bolongiqg to it. Tins w^as effected without the loss of a 
man. 

On the following day, Lieutenant Philip H. Baker, in the 
Pique s launch, drove on shore, upon the reef of Cape Boxo, 
a French felucca-rigged privateer, which mounted two car- 
riage-guns and four svdvels, with a crew of twenty-six men. 
The felucca was coinpletely wrecked. 

On the 20th of l^oveinlxTi*, the 32-gun frigate Success, 
Cajjtain John Ayscough, standing in for the land to the east- 
ward of Cumberland Harbour, island of Cuba, observed a 
small felucca lunaing under Hidden Point, Two boats were 
immediately dos|)atched in pursuit, under command of Lieu- 
tenant William Duke, with Lieutenants Charles Spence and 
Howell O’Beilly (jmtiiig), and William B. Hugheys, master’s 
mate. The crew of tlie felucca, numbering about fifty men, 
landed on the approach of the boats, and securing their 
vessel to the trees, posted themselves on a hill. Here the 
British, attacked them ; l>ut the first volley fi‘om this emi- 
nence killed Lieutenant Duke, and, after a vain attempt to 
dislodge them, Lieutenant Spence retreated, after taking 
possession of the felucca. lieutenant OBeilly and seven 
seamen were wounded. 

On the 20th of November, the barge of the 32-gun frigate 
Oiqiieus, Captain Thomas Briggs, in the Bay of Campeachy, 
under the direction of Lieutenant George Ballard Yine, 
gallantly boarded and carried, without any loss, the Spanish 



1806.] HALCYOir WITH NEFTUITO AND CONSORTS. 18$ 

scliooner Dolores, mounting one long 9 and two 4-pounder 
guns and four swivels, with a crew of thirty-four men. 

On the 13th of December, at 8h. a.m., the 16-gun brig 
Halcyon, Commander Henry Wliitmarsh Pearce, being off 
Cape San Martin, on the coast of Spain, obseiwed three sail 
standing towards her from the land, which were soon dis- 
covered to be a brig, a ship, and a xebeck ; and, at the same 
time, five settees were seen from the masthead, steering 
towards them. At lOh. 30m. A.M.,the three strangershaving 
arrived withih musket-shot of the Halcyon, hoisted Spanish 
colours, and commenced the action. The Halcyon being 
abreast the brig, tacked, and in a short time was in close 
action with her three opponents, which she continued to 
engage until about noon, when, it falling nearly calm, the 
brig and xebeck, by moans of their sweeps, made off to the 
southward. The ship endeavoured to escape to the northward, 
but the Halcyon, being nearer this antagonist, swej>t after 
her, and in an hour, having got alongside, compelled her to 
surrender. The prize was the Spanish corvette Neptuno, 
mounting fourteen long 12-poiinders, and manned with a 
crew of seventy-two men. The brig was the Yirgine do 
Solidad, of fourteen guns and seventy-(ught men ; and the 
xebeck the Vives, of twelve guns and sixty-eight men. At 
the time tlie Neptuno surrendered, tlie settees were about 
four miles distant ; but seeing the tatc of the corvette, they 
returned towards the shore. The Halcyon, in her highly 
gallant action, siifiered considerably in her masts and rigging, 
but had no one killed or wounded. A sword, value 100 
guineas, was presented to Captain Pearse by the Patriotic 
Fund. 
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1807. 

^ The 38-gun fx'igates ArctKusa and Latona, Captains Charles 
Brisbane and James Athol Wood, and 44-gun frigate Anson, 
Captain Charles Lydiard, sailed from Port Royal, Jamaica, 
on the 20th of November, 1806, with orders from Vice- 
Admiral Dacres to reconnoitre the iKsland of Cura 90 in On 
the 22nd of Dtjcember, the squadron reached the west end 
of Amba Island, a dependency upon Cura^oa, and the three 
frigates having anchored here, and having been joined by the 
38-gun frigate Fisgard, Captain William Bolton, Captain 
Bidsbane resolved to attack the island, and made an'ange* 
men ts accordingly. Different duties were appoitJoned to 
each captain, officer, and man ; and, tJie better' to prevent 
confusion, the men of eadi ship's company were ordered to 
wear some known mark of distinction, so conspicuous as to 
be easily recognized. On the 28th, the four frigates weighed, 
(Jap tain Brisbane having determined to make the attack on 
New Year’s Day, the eve of which it is customaiy for the 
Dutcli to pass in conviviality. 

On the 1st of January, at Ih. A.M., the squadron arrived 
off the port, and having hoisted out the boats, bore up, the 
Arethusa leading, followed in close order by the Latona, 
Anson, and Fisgard. The entrance to tlie harboxir of i0ura9oa 
is about fifty fkthoiius wide, defended by strong fortiJications, 
of which Fort Amsterdam, on the right hand, mounted sixty 
pieces of cannon in two tiers. Athwart the harbour, whicli 
nowhere exceeds a qxiarter of a mile in width, were the 
Dutch 36-gun frigate Halstaar, Captain Coivnelius J. Evertz ; 
20-gun corvette Surinam, Captain Van-Nes ; and two armed 
schooners. A chain of forts oii Misselburg Height, and Fort 
B^publique, situated on a high hiU, within half gun-shot, 
commanded the whole harbour. 

At daylight, the Arethusa, with a flag of truce at the fore, 
entered the poiti ; but the Dutch forts and shipping, taking 
no notice of the flag, opened a smai*t but ineffective fire. 
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The wind veering to the northward, checked the further 
progress of, the Arethnsa ; but in a few mimites it again 
shifted to the north-east, enabling the three leading fngates 
to sail up the harbour, and which, after some little (lelay, ^ 
anchored close to the forts and sliipping ; but the Fisgard 
unfortunately took the ground on the west side, and re- 
mained fast. Captain Brisbane, the jib-boom of whose ship 
was over the wall of the town, then wrote tlie following 
summons on the capstan-head, which he despatched to the 
governor : — -“The Biitish squadron are here to jn-otect, not 
to conquer you ; to preserve to you your lives, liberty, and 
property- If a shot is fired at any one ship of my sqTiadron, 
after this summons, I shall immediately storm your batteries. 
You have live minutes to accede to this determiiuition.” As 
no notice was taken of this summons, the flag of truce was 
hauled down, and at 6h. 15m. a.m. the British squadron 
opened fire; After the third broadside, Captain Brisbane, 
heading his men, boarded and carried the Dutch fi-igato, and 
the Latona, warping alongside, took possession of lier ; and 
at the same time Captain Lydiard, with a party of the 
Anson’s men, boarded and secured the Surinam. Captains 
Brisbane and Lydiard then proceeded at 71i. 30m. to storiri 
Port Amsterdam, which was garrisoned by 270 regular 
troops. Some of the British broke oj)en the sea-gate with 
crowbars, while others scaled the walls ; and in about ten 
minutes the fort was cairicd, and with equjxl facility two 
minor forts, the citadel, and the town. 

The captains with part of the men then I'etumcd to their 
ships, and opened a fire on Port Ilepublique, while 300 
seamen and marines departed to attack it in roar. At 
lOh, A.M. the Biitish flag was hoisted on Port Bepublique, 
and by noon the whole island of Curacoa Lad capitnlated. 
Tliis daring enterprize was accomplislied with no greater loss 
than two seamen killed and five wounded, belonging to the 
Arethusa : Latona, one killed and two wounde<l ; and seven 
wounded of the Anson’s crew. Total, three killed and four- 
teen wounded. The only spar shot away was the sprifcsail- 
yard of the Arethusa. The Halstfiar had her captain and 
two men lolled and three badly wounded ; the Surinam, one 
killed, her captain and three wounded ; the schooner Plying 
Pifih^ one killed and one wounded. The loss on shore m 



188 BOATS OF CERBERUS AT MABTIXIQUE. [I80T. 

stated to have aiBOimted to 200 in killed and wonnded ; but 
it was only the admirable plans of Captain Brisbane, and 
the vigour and ability of the attack, that prevented a loss of 
life infinitely greater. Captain Brisbane was knighted for 
this achievement, and all four captains received gold medals 
commemorative of the brilliant service perfoxmed. Lieu- 
tenants John Parish, of the Arethiisa, and Thomas Ball 
Sulivan, of the Anson, both of whom assisted in storming 
Fort Amsterdam, were previously made commanders, and 
Lieutenants AVilliam Mather (Latona), Henry liigman 
(Anson), and Samuel J effery (Arethiisa), were also promoted. 
The Committee of the Patriotic Fimd voted a sword of 100 
guineas’ value to Captain Bolton, and vases of the same value 
to Captains Wood and Lydiard, and a vase, value 200 guineas, 
to Sir Charles Brisbane. The naval medal has been granted 
■for tins action. 

On the night of the 2nd of January, the boats of the 
32-gnii frigate Ceberus, Captain William Selby, commanded 
by Lieutehants William Coote and Francis Bligh, gallantly 
boarded and cut out two vessels at anchor under a battery 
near the Pearl Hock, Maiiinique. The vessels, although 
protected by a large |)rivatoer and troops on shore, were 
brought off under a tremendous fire, by which Lieutenant 
Coote was desperately wounded in the head, and deprived 
of Ids eyesight, and George Sayer, midshipman, was also 
wounded. Two seamen were killed and eight wounded. 
The Patiiotic Committee voted Lieutenants Coote and 
Bligh swords of £50 yaluc, and the former was promoted, 
and a pension conferred upon him, afterwards increased to 
£400 a year. Tins is a naval medal boat action. 

During the preceding year, Commodore Sir Home Popham 
quitted his station at the Cape of Good Hope, in order to 
attempt the capture of Buenos Ayres. The operations, in 
which a large number of troops were employed, were attended 
with varied success j but on the 5th of January, Sir Home 
Popham was superseded by Bear- Admiral Chaiies Stirling, 
and ordered to England, where he was tried by court-mai'tial, 
and reprimanded for quitting his station. Bear- Admiral 
Stirling continued the siege of Buenos Ayres ; mid, on the 
5th of F(?bruaiy, a breach was effected in the walls of the 
town, wliicli was stormed, and the x4ace taken. The total 
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loss sustained by the British na%^al forces employed amounted 
to six seamen killed; Lieutenant George Stewart, Hon. 
Chaxdes Irby, Henry Smith, and Jolm Morrison, midshipmen, 
twenty-four seamen ^tiid marines wounded, and four missing. 
The loss of land forces amounted to 192 killed, 421 wounded, 
and eight missing. 

On the 5th of J anuary, the boats of the 38-gun frigate 
Imp^rieuse, Captain Lord Cochrane, under the orders of 
Lieutenant David Mapleton, with the Hon. William J. 
Haj)ier and Houston Stewai*t, midshipmen, and Assistant- 
Surgeon George Gilbert, were sent to bring out of the basin 
of Arcasson, near Hochefort, whatever vessels might be found 
there. Jjieutenant Mapleton and Ids party landed and 
attacked the battery of Fort Roquette, which inoiiiited four 
36-pounders, two held-pieces, and a 13-iiich mortar, and 
liaving spiked the guns and burnt the carriages, laid the fort 
in^ruins. Several vessels wrere taken and destroyed. 

On the 21st of January, at daybreak, as the 32-gim frigate 
Gralate«% Captain Georgia Bayer, -was ciuising off Ciitaccas, on 
the Spanish Main, a sail, bearing south-east, was discovered 
from the masthead and chased — the stranger apparently 
making for Barcelona. At noon the frigate was nearly 
becahned, and tlie cliase, which \vastlie French 16 -gun brig 
Lynx, Lieutenant J. M. Fargenel, using her sweeps, and 
being favoured by a light breeze, was fast leaving thci Galatea. 
A,t 2h. p.M. six boats, containing five officers, fifty seamen, 
and twenty marines, were despatched, under command of 
Lieutenant William Coomhe, to endeavour to board the 
enemy. The foilowdug ofhcei's embarked Lieutenants 
Heniy Walker and Robert Gibson, and John Green and 
Barry Sarsfield, master’s mates. Finding that the boats 
gained veiy little on the brig/ Lieutenant Ooombe directed 
them to separate and make the best of their way, except 
tliat no boat was to pass the barge in which he himself was. 
At 6h. p,M., notwithstanding the long pull, the Lynx bore 
east-south-east, distant nearly four leagues, and fearing their 
labour might be entirely lost, Mt. Green, in the long gig, 
was directed to proceed ahead, and keep sight of the chase, 
hoisting a Hght when the night closed in. 

At 8h. 30m. p.m. the boats had arrived within musket- 
shot of the Lynx, when they were formed in two lines, and 
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advanced to tlie attack; one division on tlie larboard quar- 
ter, and the other on the starboard. Arriving within pistol- 
shot, Lieutenant Coombe hailed the biig, and receiving no 
answer, the British cheered and dashed on kwards the 
enexuy. The Lynx immediately opened a heavy fire of grape 
and musketry, which repulsed the assailants, and wounded, 
among others, Lieutenant Coombe, a musket-ball passing 
through the left thigh, the leg of which he had lost in a 
former action. A second attempt was made to board, which 
was also unsuccessful, but the boats in dropping astern fired a 
volley of musketiy into the brig with great effect. A third 
attempt, as vigorous as the two formei’, was successful, and 
the Lynx, after much desperate fighting, became a prize. In 
this last attack lieutenant Walker was killed, having pre- 
viously received three severe wounds. The loss to the 
British altogether amounted to, besides Lieutenant Walker, 
five seamen and three marines killed ; and Lieutenant 
Coombe, Mr. Sarsfield, six seamen, and three marines severely, 
and Mr. Green, nine seamen, and one marine slightly 
w'ounded. Total : nine killed and twenty-two wounded. 
The Lynx, out of a crew of 161 men, liad one lieutenant 
and thirteen men killed ; and her captain, first lieutenant 
(severely), four otlier officers, and fourteen seamen and 
soldiers woinuled. l^otal : fourteen killed and twenty 
wounded. When the fatiguing row, in a burning sun, 
which prefaced tins desperate action, is taken into considera- 
tion, too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the victors, 
whose bravery was extreme : their loss, however, is much to 
be deplored. The Lynx measured 337 tons, and was a fine 
vessel, only two years old. Bhc was purchased into the 
British seivice, where slie was named tlie Heureiix, a Lynx 
being already in the navy ; the command of her very pro- 
perly being confoiTed on Lieutenant Coombe, together with , 
promotion to the rank of commander.^ 

* This brave officer/ liowever, did not live to enjoy the reward due to 
his merit, he being killed fighting for his country in the year ensuing, 
as will be liereafler stated. A sword valued at 60 guinef^s, voted him by 
the Patriotic Fund, he never received ; but at the request of his widow 
it was presenterl to her, to lx? kept in the family as a memorial of his 
services,” Similar tokens of approbation were voted to Lieutenant 
G ibson and Messieurs Sarsfield and Green ; and a piece of plate was also 
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On the 27tli of January, the 32-gun frigate Jason, Captain 
Thomas Cochrane, being off the coast of Guayana, recaptured, 
after a long chase, the late British sloop Favourite. A brig 
of fourteen guns was at the time in company with the 
Favourite, but escaped. 

On the 26th of Januaiy, the 18-gim ship sloop Lark, 
Commander Bobert Nicholas, captured off the Spanish Main 
two schooner giiarda-costas, each commanded by a lieutenant. 
On the 1st of Febru^y, Captain Nicholas ha\dng observed 
a numbei" of market-boats under convoy of a schooner and 
two gun-boatSj anchored the Lark off the mouth of a creek, 
in Lishata Bay, in which the vessels sought refuge, and taking 
with him, in the boats and two prizes, nearly the whole of 
the sliip’s comi;)any, proceeded up the creek. The Spanish 
armed vessels rowed out to meet the British until the latter 
closed, when the Spaniards coTuniciiced a retreat. Captain 
Nicholas boaixlcd tiio steiTunost, which had grounded, and 
carried her after an obstinate resistance, Captain Nicholas, 
Bichard Pound, ];)uivser, and five of his crew, being severely 
wounded in effecting it. The cajffured vessel was destroyed ; 
but the pilots on board llio British boats having mistaken 
the chatincl, wore unable to execute any tiling further, and 
returned to tlic sliip. The two schooner prizes having 
groimded, were set on lire and destroyed. 

France having obtained a powerful inlluonce in the coun- 
cils of the Sublime Porte, and induced tliat monarch to take 
some steps inimical to the interests of Great Britain and 
other powers, a squadron was ordered to Constantinople, 
under command of Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duck- 
worth. On tlic 11th of Februaiy, the 74-gan ship A.jax 
(belonging to the squadron), Captain the Hon. Henry 
Blackwood, unfortunately took jiro and blew u]i on the 
following day, and near 250 of her ship s company perished. 
Many were rescued through the intrepidity of Lieutenant 
Nesbit J. 'VVilloughby, whose conduct was beyond all praise. 
On the 19th, the squadron, consisting of the following ships, 
in the order exqiressed, passed the Dtirdanelles, exposed to a 
heavy fire from the forts on each side. 

voted to Lieutenant Walker, and presented to liis nearest relative. This 
is a naval medal boat action. 
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Guns. 

80 

74 

100 

' 98 

04 
Bomb 

80 

74 

Bomb 

40 

38 
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Ship. 

Canopus 

Bepulse ...... 

Royal George . . 

Windsor Castle 
Standard ...... 

Meteor (in tow) 

Pompee 

Thunderer . . . . 
Lucifer (in tow) 
Endymion . . . . 
Active 


( Rear-Adm. Sir Thomas Louis (white) 

( Captain Thomas G. Shortland 
,, Hon. Arthur Kaye Legge 
J Vice-Adm. Sir J. T. Duckworth (white) 

\ Captain Richard Bailing Dunn 
„ Charles Boyles 
„ Thomas Harvey 
„ James Collins 

J Rear-Admiral Sir W. Sidney Smith (blue) 
( Captain Richard D^i'Cres 
„ John Talbot 
,, Robert Elliot 
„ Hon. Thos. Bladen Capel 
,, Richard Hussey Moubray 


The only return made to tins liea.vy carmonading was by 
tlie moii-ar-vessels, wliieh threw shells at i-lie forts. The 
squadron jiassed the .Dardanelles, with the loss of six men 
killed and hfty-one wounded. 

A little above the (Castle of Abydos, towards Point Pes- 
qnies, was a Turkisli stjnadron, consisting of one G 4-gun ship, 
four trigates, four corvettes, and four suialler vessels, which, 
having opened fire upon the British, was attacked l>y Sir Sid- 
ney Smith, with the Pompee, Tliundei'cr, Standard, Endymion, 
and j^ctive, while tlie vicc-admmd with the remainder stood 
on for the anchorage three miles distant. Sir Sidney Smith 
with his squadron anchoi'ed within musket-shot of the 
Turkish ships, lying immediately under a redoubt on Point 
Pesquies, mounted with thirty-one heavy guns. At lOh. a.m. 
the Britisli ships opened their fire, and in half an hour the 
64-gun ship, bearing the rear-admiral’s flag, ran on shore on 
the Asiatic side ; and tins example was in a short time 
followed by all the squadron, except one corvette and a gun- 
boat, which remained and were taken possession of. As the 
redoubt continued its fire upon the British ships, Sir Sidney 
next tunied his fire in that directioib and as a few shelfe 
judiciou-sly thrown dispersed the Asiatic troops, Lieutenant 
Mark Oates, with the Pompee’s marines, landed ' and took 
|X)Ssession of their standard. A division of the boats was 
despatched, commanded by Lieutenant AVilliam Fairbrother 
OaiToll, accompanied by Lieutenant Walter Croker, and 
Lieutenants of marines David Holt and William Laurie, 
David Sinclair (master’s mate), Thomas Smith, George Par- 
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kyus, Edmund Lyons, and Norfolk King, midsliipmen, to 
destroy the redoubt, and these were presently assisted by 
lieutenants of marines Edward Nicblls, Wfl&im Eynmore, 
and L, E Boileau. 

The boats of the Thunderer and . Standard/ coimmanded 
by lieutenants John Garter, John Waller, and Thomas 
Oolby, also pulled on diore, and boarded and destroyed the 
three ftigates ; and lieutenant of marines : Edward Nioolls^^ 
of the Standard/ who had been directed to board the 40-gun 
frigate, performed that service, after carrymg away the Sag 
of the Cnptain Pacha. The redoubt was quiekly carried, arid, 
setting fire to the gabions, and spiking the guns, eight of which 
were brass, to throw large marble balls, the boats retiirned 
to their ships. The anticipated explosion of the Turkish 
line- of-battle ship, which the Kepulse, by signal from the corn-' 
manderin-chief, was assisting to destroy, obliged the boats to * 
return before completing the demolition of the red oiibt. 

The loss sustained by the British squadron under Sir 
Sitiney Smith amoiin ted to three sieamen and orie rimririe 
killed, and thirteen men wounded, belonging to the Thiiii' 
derer ; ; fire seamen of the Pompee wounded ; one Officer and 
five seamen of the Standard, and one manne belonging to 
the Eri^dymion, wounded : making a total of four Idlled and 
twenty-six wounded. 

This seiwice efiected, Sir Jolm Duckworth proceeded to 
witliin eight: miles of Constantinople, and anchored off the 
Prince’s I^dands. Here British success terminated ; for 
inueb v^hiable time was flittered away in useless menacing 
letters and proclamations, which, proving of no avail in the 
absence of active proceedings, the squadron on the Isfe of 
March began to retreat. 

On the 3rd of March, the squadron having on the pret 
ceding riight ; anchored ofi* Point Pesquies, weighed at 
7h. .30m/ at 8h. 1.5nt bore iip with a fresli wiiM^ 

from north-east, and the ships proceeded through the strjut 
in the same order as they went up ; except that the Active 
was ahead of the Endymion, and that the latter, instead of 
the Standard, had the Meteor in tow. On approaching the 
Castle of Abydos, Sir J ohn Duckworth ordered the Royal 
George to salute (1) tlie batteries, not with cannon shot, 
but blank cartridge ; probably thinking in this way to pro - 
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pitiate the Turks, who with lighted matches were ready to 
open fire on. the ships as they passed. This waste of powder 
was responded to by tnarble shot and iron shells, which the 
British ships returned. The defences of the Dardanelles 
had been considerably improved since the squadron had 
passed up, and consequently the ships did not escape with 
equal impunity. The Canopus had her wheel shot away^ 
and her hull much damaged ; but escaped with the loss of 
only three seamen wounded. The Ilepulse was struck by 
a stone-shot from the Asiatic side, wliich entered under the 
poop-deck, killing ton and wounding one lieutenant of 
marines and nine men. This shot also badly wounded the 
" ini^eninast, broke and carried away the wheel, and caused 
much other damage. Tlie Itoyal George sustained some 
dattuigo to her rigging, and a large stone-shot stuck fast in 
her cut-water ; her loss amounted to three men killed and 
twenty-seven wounded. The Windsor Castle received a 
stone-shot wciglung 800 lbs., which cut her mainmast three 
jmrts through, kill<3d throe, ami wounded thirteen men. 
The Standard was struck by a shot from the Castle of Sestos, 
weighing 770 lbs. and of the extraordinaiy size of twenty-six 
inches in diameter, wliich, entering the lower deck, killed 
four men, and caused an exjdosion of the cartridge'-lK)xes, 
which badly wounded one lieutenant, forty seamen, and six 
marines. An alarm of fire caused four other men to leaj) 
overboard, which, made her total loss eight killed or drowned 
and forty-six wounded. The Pompee escaped untouched; 
but the Thutiderer was much damaged, and luid two seamen 
killed, and one lieutenant, one niidsliipman, ten seamen, and 
two marines wounded. A stone-shot of 800 lbs. weight 
struck the Active, and passing through her side lodged on 
the orlop-deck. Captain Moubray, on looking over the 
side, observed two of his crew at the same moment 
thrusting their heads through the hole made by it ! The 
Active had eight men wounded ; the Endymion, three men 
.killed and nine Avoimded ; and the Meteor, eight wounded. 
Total : twenty-nine killed and 138 wounded. The total 
loss incurred in this; expedition amounted to fox-ty-six killed 
and 230 wounded. ^ 

The names of the olficers killed and wounded were as 
follow Canopus : Captain of marines B, Kent killed ; 
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Midshipmen John Nichols and George Wray wounded. 
Repulse : Lieutenant of marines Thomas 'Marshall, and Mas- 
ter’s mate Joseph Magui, wounded. Royal George : Lieu- 
tenant G. L. Belli killed ; lieutenants J ohn Forbes and 
Nesbit J. Willoughby, Midshipmen George Holbrook, /John 
Furneaux, — Dalrymple, John Alexander, John Wood 
Rouse, and Charles Cotes worth, wounded. Windsor Castle : 
William Jones, master's mate, wounded. Standard': Lieu- 
tenant Daniel Harxington, Lieutenant of marines William 
Fynmore, Master’s mates John Haines and William Smith, 
Midshipman Charles H. Jay, Boatsw^ain Williain Shoo- 
bridge, wounded. Thunderer: Lieutenants John Waller 
and Thomas Colby, and Midshipman J. Moore, wounded. 
Active: Boatswain Mark Palmer wounded. Endyniion : 
Lieutenant John Langdon wounded. J\‘Ieteor ; lieutenant 
of marine artillery Charles E. Balchild wounded. 

The attack upon Constantinople was succeeded by an 
expedition to Egyi)t ; and Alexandria was taken possession 
of on the 22nd of March by a squadron consisting of the 
74-gun ship Tigre, Captain Benjamin Hallowell; 38-gun 
frigate Apollo, Captain Edward Fellowes ; aiid 16-gini brig 
Wizard, Commander Edmund Palmer; which convo37^ed a 
fleet of transports, having on board 5,000 troops under 
Major-General Frazer. In the harbour of Alexandria were 
found two Turkish frigates and one corvette, one mounting 
forty guns, the second thirty-four, and the corvette sixteen 
guns, all of brass. Lieutenant James Boxer, of tiie navy, 
who landed with the troops, distinguished himself on this 
occasion. 

On the 4th of February, the 20-gun shij) Bacchante, and 
18-pounder 32-gun frigate Mediator, Captains James Ricliard 
Dacres and William Furlong Wise, were cruising otf Cape 
Rafael, ^an Domingo, and having captured the French 
natiojial schooner Dauphin, it was determined by Captain 
Dacres to take advantage of this capture, in order to attack 
the adjacent fort of Samana, a well-known resori; for pri- 
vateers. The three vessels accordingly proceeded on this 
service, the Bacchante and schooner under French colours, 
and the Mediator disguised as a neutral, which disguise the 
latter was the better able to suppox't, the ship having 
formerly been an Indiaman. The throe vessels, piloted by 
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tbeir masters, stood through, the intricate channel, and 
anchored within half a mile of Bamana, before they were 
Buspected, when the fort opened fire, which was returned by 
the British ships. After a cannonade of four hours, Captain 
Wise, witli Lieutenants Hemy L. Btil^er, Charles Shaw, 
and John ISTorton, proceeded with the boats of the two ships, 
and stormed and carried the fort. Thomas H. McKenzie, 
master’s mate, and two seamen of the Bacchante, were 
wounded, and two seamen killed and fourteen wounded on 
board the Mediator. In the harbour 'were found axi Ame- 
rican sliip and an English schooner, and two privateers 
fitting out. Swords of 100 guineas’ value were j>reseiited by 
tlie IVitriotic Fund to Captains Daeres and Wise. 

On the 1st of IMarch, intelligence having reached the 
iiO-gim ship Glatton, Captain Thomas Beccombe (which 
wdtii the 14" gun brig Hirondelle, Ijieutcnaiit George A. E. 
Skinner, was lying off I’enedos), that a Turkish ship was 
at amjhor in thci port of Sigri, Captain Seceombo despatched 
the boats of tlie ship, under Lieutenants Edward Watson 
and (Jliaries A.. Trusson, and Lieutemint of marines George 
A, E. Suiidwith, to cut her out. This serrice was accom- 
plished after much hard fighting, and with tlie loss of Lieu 
tenant Wjxtson and four men killed and niiio woundetL 
The prize had formerly been a French 18-gan corvette, and 
at this time mounted ten guns. 

On the 15th of March, while the 22-gun ship Cdmus, 
Ca]»tain Conway Shij>ley, was cruising off tlie island of 
Grand Canaria, lier boats Avere dcspatelied, under the coni- 
inand of Lieutenants George E. Watts and Hood Knight, 
jiiul Lieutenant of inariues George A. OaTii})bell, to cut some 
vessels out of Pnerta de Haz. Six niorchaut vessels were 
boarded a.ud brouglit out, al though protected ]>y three bat- 
teries, wliich opened a lieavy cross-fire on the BritiSli boats. 
Lieutenant Campbell was Avounded, 

On the 8th of May, still cruising off the Canary Islands, 
information was received on board the Coinus, from a 
ca})tiir<^d vcKSsel, that a large armed vessel Avas at anchor 
umler tlie batteries of Grand Canaria. Captain Shipley 
immediately determined on endeavouring to * effect her 
capture, if possible by surprise, and accordingly made such 
sail .for the island as to reach that part wdiere the A^cssel 
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was supposed to be lying just before dark. This accom- 
plisbed/tlie boats were sent away ; but, after a long seareb, 
returned witliout having found the enemy of which they 
were in search. At daybrefik the vessel w^as discovered 
moored close under the principal foi:t, and althongli no 
chance now remained of tailing the Spaniards by surprise, 
the determination to cut her out was unchanged. The 
Comus therefore stood as close in to the sliore as she could, 
and the boatSv under the command of Lieutenants Watts and 
Knight, and Jeahreson Miles, master’s mate, were desjiatcltcd 
on this service. The vessel was a felucca, which displayed 
a large Si'anish ensign, and was fully pre]>ared for the 
attack. Lieutenant Watts, in the cutter, was the lirst to 
close, and boarded her, cAj>osed to a fire of musketry frt>ni 
betAveen tlurty and forty soldiers, sent to assist in. the 
fi-ducca’s defence, and in a short time cleai'cd her deck. The 
other boats now arriAdng up, the .Britisli gained entire pos- 
session of tlie vessel, and her cabhus lia.vdiig been cut, they 
attempted to take her in tow, as the B|)aiiiards had used the 
precaution of carrying her I’udder and sails on shore. At 
this time a haw^ser, which hacl been secured under water to 
the vessers stern|K)st, w'as manned in the fort, by which the 
felucca was dragged close iind(>r the muzzles of thoii* guns, 
before the Britisli sailors could succeed in cutting it. Tlie 
rope being at length cut, the vessel was towed clear of the 
fire of tlie batteries. Tliis dasliing exploit Avas performed 
with the loss of one marine killed, and Lieutenant Watts 
severely, one marine dangerously, and tAvo seamen and one 
marine ba<liy Avounded. The prize Avas the B])ani.sli ] racket 
Ban Ik‘<lro, from Cadiz, bound to Jhienos Ayre.s, Avitli a 
cargo of bale-goods. Of the Spanish trooj)s, twenty- one 
Avere made prisoners, eighteen of whom were wounded ; and 
the remaiiKier, Avith the exception of a fcAv Avho swam to 
the shore, A\''efe killed, as Averc also her captain and some 
of her creAv, Lieutenant Watts was most deservedly pro- 
moted shortly afterwards for this gallant atlldr, in which 
he AVtis most ably supjiorted by each officer, seaman, and 
marine of tlie i>arty. A sword of fifty guineas’ value was 
presented to Lieutenant Watts by the Comniittee of the 
Patriotic Fund. 

Several men having deserted from the scpiadron block- 
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ading two French 7 4-gnn ships in the Chesapeake, and 
inteiligence having been obtained that these men had en- 
tered on board the 36'gnn frigate Chesapeake, the 50-gnn 
shi]> Leopard, Caj)tii,in Salusbiiry Tryce Hinniihreys, was 
despatched by Yicje- Admiral Berkeley from Halifax, with 
orders to search the Chesap»eake frigate for deserters from 
the ‘‘ Belleisle, Bellona, Tiiumpih, OhicheKSter, Halifax, and 
Zenobia cutter.” 

Oil the 2 Lst of March, the Leopard anchored in Lynn- 
hav(?n Bay, in coin])any with the Bellona and Melainjiius. 
On tlie the Leopard weighed, and at ()h. a.m. re- 

anohorod three miles to tlio noidhwai'd of Cape Henry light- 
house, ill company with the Triumph. At 7h. 15m., the 
Chesapeake })ut to sea from Haint>ton Hoads, and at 91i. 
passed tlie Bellona and Melainpms, whereupon tlie Bellona 
diieoted tlie Leopard by signal to weigli, and reconnoitre 
],ier. The Leo])ard, at 3h. p.m., being four or five leagues 
fiv)m Ca}>e Htairy, bore down to speak the Cliesa]>eake, then 
about two miles distant. At 3h. 30m., Captain Humphreys 
hailed, and said lie had ^‘despatches from the British com- 
luauder-in-chief.” Tlie ans^ver wa„s, Send tliein on board, 
I sball heave to.” Both slnps hove to, and Lieutenant John 
Meade went on board with tlie ordei* from Vice-Admiral 
Bei'keley, and at the same time carrying a message from 
Cajitain Hurapbroys to Coinmodorc Bari’oii, exjiressing his 
hope that every point might be amicably adjusted. At 
41). 15m. i;]ie boat was recalled, and Lieutenant Meade 
bi'ouglit a reply Irom Commodore Bari*on, stating tliat he 
knew of no sucli men as were described in the order, and 
tli.at the recruiting ];>arties at Boston were paiticularly 
directed not to enter any deserters from his Britannic 
majesty’s ships, 'flie commodore further stated that his 
instructions were not to permit the slil[)’3 company to be 
muster<}d by any but their own officers, and that his desire 
wiis to jireserve harmony. Tlie Leopard then edged down 
towards the American frigate, and Caj)tain Humphreys said, 
‘‘ Comnuxlore Barron, you must be aware of the necessity 
I am umler of oonnplying with the onlers of my commander- 
in-chief.” These words were twice repeated, to which the 
only rejdy returned wns, ‘‘I do not uriderstaiKl what you 
say;” which words were distinctly heard on board tho 
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Leopml, altlioTigli to -windward. The Leopard then fired 
a shot across the bows of the Chesapeake; w'hich was fol- 
lowed by a second ; and as nothing but evasive answers 
■were returned to the repeated hails of Captain Humphreys, 
the Leopard fired her broadside. Commodore Bamm then 
hailed, that he Avould send a boat on board; but, as the 
frigate was evidently making prepai-ations for actioji, the 
Leopard continued her fire. A few straggling shots were 
discharged from the guns of the Chesapeake ; but at 4h. 
l>5m., oil the Leopard’s firing her third broadside, the 
Ameiioan colours were hauled dowi, and Lieutenant Smith, 
of the Chesj;i);;)eake, came on bear’d the Leopard wdth a 
message from Commodore Barron, to the efiect that he con- 
sidered the American frigate to be the pri: 2 e of the Leopard. 
At ^i^h. P.M., Lieutenants Cordon Thomas Falcon, George 
Mai"t<in Guise, and Jolin Meade, with a party of men, pro- 
ceeded on board the Oliesapeake; and mustered her ship’s 
coni pan y, when about twelve were recognized as desertei’s ; 
but four only, three belonging to tiro JMelainjuis, and one to 
the Halifax, Avere brought away. The Leopard then made 
sail for Lyim-haveii Bay, and the Chesa]>eake re turned to 
Hampton Beads. Tire Leopax’d lia-d no one hurt ; but the 
Chesapeake, besides being greatly darmiged, had three sea- 
men killed, and the comTiiodore and seventeen nrcai wounded. 
The spirited conduct of Viee-Adinii'al Ikrrkeley and of Cap- 
tain Humphreys was, however, disavowed by tire Bj’itisli 
government ; the British right of search w'as given uj>, and 
Vice-Admiral Berkeley recalled from the Horth American 
command. 

On the 14th of May, the 38-gun frigate Spartan, Captain 
Jahleel Brenton, met with a s<rvei’e loss off Nice. "Jlie 
frigate had been all day chasing a. polacre shi]), and at sun- 
set both were becalmed, at the distance of about live irriles 
from each otlurr : tlio v(?ssel ap]»eared to bo an nnanned 
merchant ship. The boats of the Spartan, with tlie two 
senior lieutenants (Beiijamin Weii* and Woodford Wil- 
liams), and seventy of the best men, jrulled alongside, in two 
diAdsions, and attempted to board her on the boAA^ and 
quarter j but the vessel wajs defended by a numci'ous and 
equally gallant crew, assisted Try boarding-nettings and CATuy 
other means of resistance. The first discharge from their 
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great guns and musketry laid sixty'-tliree of our brave 
-Hows low — the first and second lieutenants and twenty-six 
men being killed or moiiially wounded ; se ven only remained 
iinhiui:. ^riie few remaining hands conducted the boats back 
to the ship.^ 

A few days aftersvards the Spartan was chased by a 
French squadron, consisting of the 74-gun sliip Amiibal 
(late British Hannibal, cajitured in Algesiras Bay), 30-gun 
frigates Poiuone and Inconuptible, and brig Yictorieuse. 
Tfie S})artaii was proceeding from Palermo towards Toulon, 
when, observing the above ships, OapUiin Breuton deter- 
mined on watching their motions during the night; but 
being perceived, tlie enemy gave chase to the Spartan. 
dayliglit on the succeeding morning, the strangers were 
within three miles of the Spartan ; but a liglit breeze 
springing u[), the Spartan ran close down the east side of 
Cabrera, pursued by the Annibal. The frigates and brig, 
hoping to intercept the Spartan, made sail i*ound tlie west 
side of the island ; and in this the headmost, possessing a 
fine strong breeze and finding tbe Spartan becalmed, was 
nearly successful. Having arrivcjd wdtbin gun-shot, slie 
o|>ened lire upon the Spartan ; but in a few minutes, having 
lost the breeze, and being surrounded by her own smoke, 

* Tlie narrow escape of one of the men is very remarkable. James 
l;5o<lio, the coxswain of the barge, was missing. The deceased men were 
all laid out on tlie main dock : the wife of Bodie, an interesUng young 
woman, who was on board, flew with a lantern from one to tlie other 
in searcli of her liusbaiid, hut in vain : all the survivors declared that he 
had tindouhtedly pevishefl ; that they saw him wounded and flill between 
the ship and tlie boat. The poor woman became delirious, got into the 
barge, which was by this time replaced on the booms, and, taking the 
static*!! recently occupied by her husband, could wdtli difficulty be 
removed from it. A few days, wdth the soothing kindness of the officers 
and (‘rew, produced a calm but settled grief. At IMalta a subscription 
of c'iglity guineas was made for her, and she wavS sent to her parents in 
IrelaiKl. Some weeks elajised, when the Spartan spoke a neutral vessel 
from Nice, and learnt that a polacre had arrived tli ere, after a, severe 
action with the boats of a frigate, which she liad beaten bflj and that 
whfui the boats had left her a grounded Englishman was discovered^ 
holding on by tlie rudilor-chains, who was in.stantiy taken on board, and, 
hiy wounds being cured, had been sent prisoner to A^erdun. Captaiii 
Bren ton, concluding that this was his late coxswain, wrote to his friends 
.at the dep6t, and ascertained that the ma.n thus rescued James 
Bodie, who remained a prisoner four years .--iJrcnfcw, 
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was unable to make flirtler progress. Captain Bren ton, on 
the contrary, wotild not allow a gun to be fired; and being 
consequently left in possession of the light air of wind, (^ept 
away Irom her adversaries and escaped. 

On the, 12th of April, the hired armed ships Sally, Falcon, 
and Charles,— Commanders Edward Clietham, George San- 
ders, and llobert Clephane, — were ciiiising off Daiitzic Bay, 
with a view to intercept any vessels endeavouring to convey 
proHsions to the French troops besieging Dantzic. On tlie 
17tb, observing that the French Lad encamped on the 
western bank of the Yistula, thus cutting off his communi- 
cation with the Prussian gamson, Ca|)tain Chetham light- 
ened his ship by sending her stores on board tbc Falcon, 
and then pushed the Sally through the shoal water, at the 
mouth of the Vistula, in order to attack the enemy’s posi- 
-tion. At 6h. 30m. p.m., the Sally, whose force amounted to 
sixteen guns, commenced a close action with the French 
troops, consisting of 2,000 men, assisted by three field-jneces 
and a batt-ery at Legaii. The mutual firing continued until 
9h. P.M., when, several of the breechings of her larboard guns 
ha,ving broken, the Sally attempted to bring her starboiu’d 
broadside to bear on the enetny; but in this she was pre- 
vented by the strength of the cuiTent. '.rhe Sally then 
made sail down the stream and ceased firing, liieutenant 
James Edward Kastman, and a great part of her crew, wt5.re 
wounded by the incessant fire of musketiy to which the 
Sally had been exposed, more than 1,000 balls having 
lodged in her hull. 

On the 19tli of April, the gun-brig Ilichmond, l..ieuteiiant 
Samuel S. Heming, working alongshore', near (')ape Mondego, 
coast of Portugal, discovered a lugger, with S[)aiiisli colours 
dying, in a bay six leagues to the northward of Peiiiche. 
In the evening Sub-lieutenant George Bush boardcMl and 
carried her in the face of a heavy lire, wliich wounded three 
men. The lugger, which mounted four 4-pounders, luid on 
board a j;^rew of thirty-six men, all of whom excep t t welve 
escaped to the shore. The above is a naval medal boat 
action. 

On the 24th: of April, the 18-gnn sloop Dauntless, Com- 
mander Christopher Strachey, inadc a gallant attempt to 
assist the Prussian garrison of Dantzic with GOO barrels oi 
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gunpowder. Having a favourable wind, tihe Dauntless ran 
up the river, with studding-sails set, firing on tile enemy 
as she passed ; but a sudden shift of wind beading liei, she 
grounded witbin balf miisket-sbot of tbe Frencb batteries, 
and surrendered. 

On tbe 5tb of June, tbe oS-guii fidgate Poinone, Captain 
Ko]}ert Bairie, cruising off tbe Pertuis Breton, cbased a 
French convoy, wbicb. was under the jjrotection of three 
armed brigs, and drove several ships belonging to it on shore. 
Notwithstanding a heavy fire from the shore^ a transport 
and brig were brought out by Lieutenant John Jones, 
without any loss, although the grape-sliot from one of the 
gun-brigs passed througii. and through his boat. Fourteen 
vessels of this convoy wei*e captured on the same day, near 
St. Gillcs, l)y the Pomonc’s boats, under .Lieutenant JarneB 
Wallace Galu iel. 

On the 6th of June, lieutenant Hall was despatched 
from the M-gun brig Port d’Espagne, lieutenant James 
P. Stewart, cruising in the Gulf of Paria, in a prize schooner, 
disguised as a neutral, to attack a Spanish privateer. lieu- 
tenant Hall, after receiving a fire of musketry, laid the 
privateer on board and carried her. The prize was the 
Me:rced( 3 s, mounting two guns and two swivels, with a crew 
of thirty men ; three of whom were lei lied and one 
drowned. Two men belonging to the British boats were 
drowned. 

On the 19th of July, in consequence of the treaty of 
Tilsit, a demand was made by Great Britain for the sur- 
render of the Danish fleet, which was required to be de- 
livered up and to be carried to England, under a solemn 
promise of its restoration at the conclusion of a general 
peace. On the 26 th of J uly, Admiral J ames Gambier sailed 
from Yarmouth Hoads with the following seventeeji sail of 
the lijie, t wenty-one frigates, sloops, bombs, <fec. 

( Adra. James Gambier (tdue) 

< Captain Sir IIoTne Pophara 
I ,, Adam McKenzie 
I Yice>Adm. Hon. H. E. Stanliope (bluel^ 
Captain Richard Bacres 

t Commodore Sir Sarmiel Hood 
Captain William H. Webley 


C5mjs. Ships. 

98 Prince of Wales . 

80 Pomp^e 

74 Centiiur 
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Guns. 


74 


Sliips. 


fn 

Commodore Hichard G. Keats 

Changes 

' ' 1 Captain Peter Halkot 

Spencer ..... 

• • yr 

Hon. Kobert Stopford 

Vanguard . ^ . 

. . ,, 

Alexanfler Frazer 

Maida ....... 

• • )* 

Samuel Hood 

Brunswick . . . 

•• }> 

Thomas Graves 

Besolutioxi ... 

■ • if 

George Burl ton 

Hercule , . ... . 

• * f> 

Hon. John Colville 

Orion 

* * >t 

Sir Arch. 0. Dickson 

Alft-ed 

• * yy 

J olm Bligli 

Goliath 

• • yy 

Peter Ihiget 

^Captain 

• • yy 

Woolley 

B uhy 

• • yy 

Joiiii Draper 

Dictator 

• ♦ yy 

Donald Can ii}>hel] < 

( Nassau 

* ‘ ** 

liobert Campbell 


After an intcrA'iew between tlio (Jrown Piince of Den- 
mark and Mr. Jackson, the British })]ciii]x»tentiaiy, the 
former having given a decided refusal to submit to the pro- 
positions of the British goyernment, measures were resorted 
to to obtain possession of the Danish fleet force. By this 
time the G4-gun sliip Agamemnon, Captain Jonas Bose, had 
arrived with the transports and frigates, and the force before 
Copenhagen consisted of twenty-five sail of the line, forty 
frigates, and troops, ]:)rincipally ('Termaii, nnder tlio command 
of General Lord Cathcart, to tlie iiumlxn’ of 27,000. 

On the 14th of August, liis Danish majesty quitted the 
capital for Coldiiig, in Jutland, intrusting the defence of 
the city to Major-General Pei man. The ] ) 0 ])ulation in the 
city and suburbs of Copenhagen was estiiiiate<l at 100,000 
soids, and the military and naval force, including militia, 
amounted to about 12,000 men. The maiji body of the 
Danish array, about 30,000, was encamped in Ifol stein. 

The defences of Coj^enhagen consisted of the Trekronen 
battery, built on piles, about 2,000 yards from the mouth 
of the harbour- (or river, which runs through the centre ot 
the town), mounting sixty-eight guns l.>esides mortars ; the 
citadel, mounting twenty guns and four mortars ; and the 
arsenal Battery, mounting fifty guns and twelve morturs. 
Total: 174 guns (for the most part long 36 and 24-pounders) 
and twenty-five mortars. In front of the harbour were 
moored the block-ship Mars, of sixty-four guns ; four pramos, 
each mounting twenty long 24-pounders; two floating bat 
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terJes ; anA twenty-five or thirty gim-boats, each mounting 
two lieavy long guns. In the arsenal, afloat, were sixteen 
sail of the line and twenty-one frigates, but which, for the 
most part, were in an unserviceable state, and three 74-gun 
ships, which were on the stocks. Two other ships of the 
line were in port/S of Norway. 

On the night of the 12th, the 32-gun frigate Frederick- 
scoarn,' which was lying at Elsineur, slipped her cable, and 
steered for Norway ; upon which Admiral Gam bier directed 
Captain Ekins, in the 74-gun ship Defence, with the 22-gun 
sliip Cojnus, Captain Edmund Hey wood, to pursue the 
Danish frigate. The Comas being ordered hy Captain 
Ekins to make sail in advance, at Gh. 3()m. a.m, on the 
14th, discovered tlie Danish frigate nearly ahead. At noon, 
tlie Frederickscoarn w'as five miles distant from the Comus, 
and the Defence seven miJes astern of the latter. At 
6h. a light easterly breeze springing up, the Comus 

gained considerably on the chase, and about midnight had 
arrived withhi hail, when Captain Ileywood, bailing the 
Danish frigate, recpiested her captain to heave the ship to. 
This being refused, a nmsket was fired from the Comus, 
wdiich was retiirned by a shot from the stern-guns of the 
Frederickscoarn. The Comus thexi bore up, and, passing 
under the stern of the Danish frigate, firtVl a broadside 
wdtiuu j)isto]-sliot distance. Tho action became warm on 
both sides, and continued forty-five minutes, wdieii. the 
Frederickscoarn, from the disabled state of her rigging, fell 
on Ijoard the Comus. She was innnediately boardiHl, and, 
after a sliglit resistance, carried. The boarders -were headed 
by Lieutenants George Edward Watts and Hood Knigbt. 
The Comus sustained very little damage, and only one of 
her crew was w^ounded. The Frederickscoarn sufiered con- 
siderably in rigging, masts, and yards, and had twelve men 
killed and twenty wounded. The Comus mounted tw'enty- 
two long 9 -pounders on tho main-deck, and eight 24-pounder 
carronadcs, and two long nines on the quart er-deck and 
fore-castle, with a crew of 145 men. The Frederickscoarn 
was armed with thirty-twm long 12 and 6-pouiiders, and six 
12-poimd(n' carronades, so that had these two siiips met 
under difiereiit cii'cumstancas, the advantage ivould have 
been gieatly on the side of tho DAuish frigate y and, as it 
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was, the result redounded much to the credit of Captain 
Hey wood, his officers and crew. 

Sluch time was necess^irily consumed by the land forces 
in Gohstnicting batteries, during which the smaJl vessels of 
the British fleet rendered impoiiiant services in checking the 
aiiiioyances of the Danes, On the 23rd of August, while 
tints employed, the iii-shore squadron, consisting of 18-guii 
sloops Hebe, Cruiser, and Mutine- — Commanders Edward 
Ellioott, Pringle Stoddart, and Hugh Steuart — four mortar- 
vessels, and eight gun-brigs, were warmly attacked by the 
batteries, prames, and gun-boats, and the British vessels, 
armed principally with carronades, being unal)Ie to make an 
adequate return, retired out of gun-shot. In this attack 
Lieutenant John Woodford, coinniandiug the Cruiser, and 
three seamen were killed, and Lieutenant J ohn Williams, of 
the Fearless, seven seamen, and five marines, wounded. 

On the) 31st of August, the advanced squadron was again 
exposed to an attack fi'orn the batteiies, prames, and gun- 
boats, in the course of which an armed transport was blown 
up, by which catasti/ophe her master (James Moyase) and 
iiine seamen were killed, and Lieutenant Heiiiy IST. Howe, 
Masters mate P. Tomlinson, and nineteen seamen were 
wounded. At length, on the 2nd of Bepteml>cr, the prepa- 
rations being completed, and tlic terms pro]u:)sod again 
refused, the British batteries opened fire upon the town and 
forts of Copenhagen, into which the mortar- vessels threw 
shells. The bomlmrdment continuqd rvitli little interniission 
till the evening of the 5tli, when Major-General Peiman 
sent out a flag of truce. Major-General Sir Artliur Welles- 
ley, Captain Sir Home Popliam, and Lieutenant-Colonel Sir 
George Murray, were .appointed to settle tire terras of capi- 
tulation, having for its basis the surrendei* of the Danish 
fleet. On the 6th, the articles of capitulation were drawn 
up, and on the morning of the 7th signed and ratified by 
the respective parties. By this arrangement tlie Britisli 
were to. be put in possession of the citadel and of tlie ships 
of war and their stores; but within six weeks from the date 
of the capitulation, the citadel was to be restored, and the 
island of Zealand evacuated by the British; in the mean 
time all hostilities wei-e to cease; and all pi'pperty and 
prisonei-s taken on either side to be given up. 
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Tlie loss of the British from the commencement of hosti- 
lities amounted to four officers, one sergeant, and thirty-seven 
rank-and-file Idlled ; six officers, one sergeant, 138 i-ank-atid- 
hle wounded ; one sergeant and twenty-thi'ee rank-and-file 
missing; making, with the casualties of the navy, a loss of 
fifty-six killed, 175 wounded, and twenty-five niissing. 

The Danes, in the ditlerent sldrmishes outside the city, 
lost about 250 in killed and w^ounded, and above 1,500 
within the fortifications, consisting of men, women, and 
children, which latter it was in the Danish genei'ars power 
to have averted, had ho made use of the numerous oi^por- 
tunitiea afibrded for removing them. One church and above 
300 houses were destroyed. Tlie an*angements in the 
arsenal in respect to tlie ships* stores were so good, that in 
the sx)ace of nine days fourteen sail of the line were equipped 
and towed Irom the liarbour Into the road, notwithstanding 
that several ships underwent considerable repairs in that time. 

It was repotted that tlie CroA\’n Prince, while at Kiel, sent 
an order to Major-General Peiman fco burn the fleet in tlie 
event of his being com|)ellod to surrender the town ; but 
that the messenger was intercepted by some British patrols, 
who destroyed the des|)afcch('s. 

At the end of six weeks, the three remaining ships of the 
line, together witli tlic frigates and sloops, were removed to 
the road, and the arsenal cleared of its naval stores. Of 
the three shijis on the stocks, two were taken to pieces, and 
tlie most useful of tlie timbers bi*ought olf ; but the third, 
being neaily planked up, was destroyed. The block-ships, 
being unfit to make tlic voyage to England, were burnt. 
The following is a list of the Danish, fleet brought away 
from Copenhagen by the British armament : — 

Gum. Ships. 

( Christian VII. 

80 < Walden jar 
( JS[eptuiio.s 
" Danneinark 
Korge 

Aiwe-Prin<it3 
74- Justitia 

Kron-Prindts 
K roil -Pr incesse 
Odin 

Six frigates of thirty-six guns, two 20 -gun shgis, eleven corvettes and 
brig.s, one schooner^ and twenty-five gun-boats. 


Ships. 

Princesse-Sophia-Frederica 

Skiold 

Tre-Kronen 

Priuce.sse-Carolina 

Fyron 

Syeren 

liittsmarchen 

Perlen 

Rota 
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On the 21st of October, the fleet sailed from Copenhagen 
in three divisions. In going down the Sound, the 80-rgun 
ship ISTeptmios grounded on a sand-hank, near the Island 
of Huen, and although every exertion was used, the ship 
could not be got olf, and was destroyed. On onteTing the 
Oattegat, the weather became stormy, and all but three of 
the Danish gun-boats w'^ere destroyed. A.t the end of the 
month the fleet juid the remainder of the prizes arrived in 
Yarmouth Koads and the Downs. Only four of theline-of- 
battle ships taken from the Danes — Cliristian YIL, Danne- 
rnark, Korge, and Princesse Carolina— were, on being sur- 
veyed, found fit for active service; and the most valuable 
part of the seizure at Copenhagen consisted in the naval 
stores. Exclusive of the stores shipped on board tlie fleet 
and prizes, ninety-two transports, measuring upwards of 
20,000 tons, were deeply laden with them. The tlianks 
of Piirliarnent were voted to the army and navy employed 
in this successful expedition. Admiral Gambier was i-aised 
to th(^ peerage ; Lord Cjith(*nrt. made an English peer ; Vice- 
Ad mind Stanhope, LieutenaJit-Gencral Ihirrard, and Major- 
General Bloomfield, created baronets ; and Captain (Srcorge 
Italph Collier, of the Surveillante frigate, the bearer of the 
despatches, knighted. 

A declaration of war on the part of Denmark was imme- 
diately followed by an order from the English government 
to make reprisals on the Danes, and the 74-gun sliij) Van- 
guard and a few frigates wore left cruising in the Belt. 

On the 6 til of August, late in the evening, the 3S-gun 
frigate Hydra, Cajitain George MaukIj, cruising off Cata- 
lonia, chased into the liarbour of Beguv, an armed polacro 
ship and two brigs. On the following morning, these vessels 
were discovered lying under protection of a tower and a 
battery. A little before Ih. p.m., the Hydra anchored, with 
springs on her . cables, at the entrance of the harbour, and 
opened a fire on the battery, wdiicli was returned. After 
an hour’s firing, a division of boats, with fifty seaTuen and 
marines, commanded by Lieutenant Edward O’Brien Druiy, 
with Lieutenants of marines John Hayes and Edward Pen- 
gelly, John Einlayson, midshipman, and Bobert Hendrick 
Goddard, captain’s clerk, left the Hydra, and attacked the 
fort in a v^ery gallant manner, under a lieavy discharge of 
grape and musketry from the vessel^ as well i^s from the' 
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shore. The enemy spiked the guns and quitted the battery 
as the British entered it on the opposite sidev Leaving 
Lieutenant Hayes with the greater part of the marines to 
occupy the heights which commanded the decks of the ves- 
sels, Lieutenant Drury with the remainder advanced towards 
the town, which in a short time was cleared. The creAvs of 
the French vessels then made for the shore, and form ed in 
gi'oupa among the rocks and bushes, from whence they 
annoyed the seamen, as the latter, having first taken posses- 
sion of the boats on the beach, boarded the polacres. At 
31). 30m., Lieutenant Drury having gained entire possession 
of the vessels, earned out hawsers to the rocks, and com- 
menced warping out against a strong breeze, exposed to a 
galling fire of musketry. Lieutenant James Little, with 
the remainder of the Hydra’s boats, aniving to the assistance 
of their Kshipmates, the prizes rounded the point of the 
harbour at 4h. p.m., and the marines were re-embarked. 
The captured vesseds wore tlie ship Eugene, of sixteen guns 
and 130 men; and brigs Caroline, twelve guns and forty 
men, a,nd Jtosfuio, of four guns and forty men. One seaman 
was killed and two wounded on board the Hydra, and 
Mr. Goddard and three men of the party on shore wounded. 
The Hydra sustained some damages in her masts and rigging. 
The Patriotic Fund Committee noticed all tlie ollicers 
officially mentioned as ImAung been engaged in the above 
gallantly-conducted enterprize. The liavti]. medal is granted 
lor this action. 

On the 3 Sth of August, the boats of the 20 -gun ship 
Confianco, Captain James Lucas Yeo, under tlie orders of 
Lieutenant William Hovenden Wallcer, with Massey H. 
Herbert and George Forder, midshipmen, attacked a lugger 
piivatoer, mounting one long 12-f)Ounder, and two 4-pound- 
ers, with a crew of thirty men, moored under the jirotection 
of two foi’ts at Guardia, on the coast of Portugal. The 
vessel was boarded and carried in the face of a heavy fire 
from the liattefies, without any loss on the Biitish side. 
Ojic Si){iniard was killed and several wounded ; the re- 
inaiTider jumped overboard, and swam to the Bhore, 

On the 24th of August the 18-gun sloop Weazel, Com- 
mander J ohn Clavell, being ofif Corth, chased and drove on 
shore three trabaccuios, working in between Corfu and some 
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adjacent rocks. Three others were then seen, and, after a 
chascj captured, containing 251 French soldiers, commanded 
by Colonel Devilliers, going to reinforce the garrison at 
Corfu. After disarming the troops, Captain Clavell pro- 
ceeded with his prisoners and two of his prizes to Malta. 
On the day preceding tins success, the Weasel narrowly 
escaped cajyture, being on tlie point of entering Corfu, which 
island had been ceded by the treaty of Tilsit, and was at the 
time in possession of the French. 

On the 31st of August, the island of Heligoland capitu- 
lated to a British force, the naval part of wliich was under 
the command of Vice-Admiral Thomas Macnamara Russell. 

On the 1st of October, as the Windsor Castle, leeward 
island packet, William Rogers commander, was in lat. 13® 
53' north, long. 58° 1' west, on her passage to Barbadoos, 
a piivateer was seen early in the morning approacliing 
under ail sail. At noon the schooner hoisted her colours, 
and opened fire, which was returned from the cliase-guns of 
the Wimlsor Castle. The privateer having arrived along- 
side, and grappled tlie packet, her crew endeavoured to 
board, bixt were repulsed with the loss of ten men killed and 
wounded. The piivateer thc^n cut loose Irom her grappling.s, 
and endeavoured to slieer off, but the mainyard-arm of the 
packet being entangled with the schooner’s rigging, held her 
fast. About 3h, p.m., one of the packet’s carronades, loaded 
with grape and musket-balls, was brought to boar, and fired 
with great effect on the enemy’s deck, just as her men "vv ei'o 
about to make a second attempt to board. Witnessing the 
havoc caused by this discharge, the commander of the packet, 
followed by only five men, leaped u}ion the scliooner's deck, 
and driving the remainiiig Frenchmen from their quarters, 
compelled the privateer to surrender. The Windsor Castle 
mounted six long 4-pounders, with two 12-pounder carro- 
nades j and hmi* crew consi.sted of twenty-eight men and 
boys, of which number three were killed, and ten severely 
wounded : her niainyard and mizenmast were shot away, 
and her ngging considerably damaged. The privateer was 
the Jeune Richard, and mounted six long 6-pounders, and 
one long 18-pounder oil a pivot, with a crew consisting of 
ninety-two men, of whom twenty-one were killed and 
thirty-three wounded. The Windsor Castle proceeded to 
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BarI>a<loe» with her prize ; and one more gallantly won it has 
rarely been oiu’ lot to record j for to Captain Rogers and 
every officer, man, and boy under his orders, the most 
unqiuilified praise is due. 

On the evening of the 7th of October, the 22-gun ship 
Porcupine, Captain the Honourable Heniy Duncan, cruising 
in the Adriatic, having chased a trabacculo into Zupaino, 
despatched two boats, commanded by Lieutenants George 
Price and Francis Smith, to bring her out. As the boats 
rounded a point near the harbour’s mouth, a gun-boat, under 
the Italian hag, opened a fire of round and grape upon 
them, which Captain Duncan observing, recalled the boats, 
but despatclied them again at night. Having on tins 
second occasion captured the guard-boat, mounting one 
4-pounder swivel, and manned with French soldiers, the 
boats puslied on for the gun- vessel, which, in expectation of an 
attack, was moored close to the shore with four cables. Iii' 
tlie face of a heavy hre of^ grape and musketry, Lieutenant 
Price and his pariy gallantly boarded, and in a short time 
:;arried the vessel, wliich proved to be the Venetian gun- 
boat Safo, armed with one long 24-pounder and several 
swivels, with a crew of fifty men, commanded by Enseigne 
de vaisseau Ghoga. In accomplishing tliis enterprise, one 
seaman and one marine were wounded. 

On tlie 27 th of J^'ovember, Lieutenant Price, iii the Por- 
cupine’s cutter, captured two small vessels from* Eagusa, 
and on the 29th this officer entei'ed the harbour of Zuliano 
■svith the boats of the same ship, and after destroying a 
miinber of small vessels, brought out a trabacculo laden 
with wood. On their return, the boats captured anothci 
vessel of this description, laden with ordnance stares, in- 
teiulexl for the constniction of a batteiy at Curzola. 

On the night of the 2t)th of October, the boats of the 
IS-gim sliip-sioop Herald, Commander George M. Hony, in 
charge of Lieutenant Walter Foreman, gallantly boarded, 
and brought out from under the fortre.ss of Otranto the 
French privateer Cdsar. The crew of the French vessel 
defended her until the boats were close alongside, wffien all 
except four made their 'escape by means of a hawser fastened 
to the shore. The Brize mounted four long 6-pounders, 
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Of the boarding partj, James Wood, the carpenter, was the 
only person wounded ; and two men were wounded on 
board the Herald by shot from the castle, which also ' 
damaged the ship’s hull and rigging. 

On the 24:th of Hoyember, in the forenoon, the hii’ed 
armed brig Ann (mountmg ten 12-pounder carronades), 
Lieutenant James McKenzie, in company with the Spanish 
7-gun lugger-privateer Vansigo, her piize, being off the 
island of Tfiriifa^ was chased by ten Bpanish gun-boats. 
Finding from the calm state of the weather it would be 
impossible to escapci. Lieutenant McKenzie shortened sail to 
close the prize, and receive his enemies. At 1 Oh. 15m. the 
three headmost gun-boats commenced the action ; and at 
lOh. 30m. the remaining seven joined in the combat. The 
Vansigo soon afterwards, having previously li ailed to say 
that three of her prize crew (originally but nine) were killed, 
struck her colours. At llh. the Ann had by her h re dis- 
masted one of the gun-boats, and compelled two others to 
strike ; but ha;ving only thirty of her own men on l)oard — 
the remainder of her crew being in the lugger, and having 
already forty- two prisoners to guard, Lieutenant McKenzie 
l)eing, moreover, the bearer of desf^atches — did not attempt 
to take possession of the prizes. The action w^as |>rotracted 
till Ih. p.ii., wdien the gun-boats made off, carrying with 
them the Vansigo. Although for so long a peiiod ex[)osed 
to the fire of ten such powrerful op})oiuvnts of wiiich, it 

is probable, carried from two to four heavy long guns), the 
Ann sxistained no loss. Upon the whole, this action was 
highly creditable to the ability of the Ann’s commmider and 
crew. The naval medal is aw’^arded foi* tliis action. 

On the night of the 6th of jN'oveiiiber, the boats of tlie 
36-gun frigate Tlenomnice, Captain Sir Thomas Livingstone, 
and 18-gun brig Grasshopper, Commander Thomas Scjarle, 
cruising ofi' Carihagena, were sent, under the orders of lieu- 
tenant William Webster, to cut out some vessels l}ing at 
anchor under the Toire d’Estacio, A Bpanish brig and a 
Frencli tartan, each mounting six guns, were taken posses- 
sion of ; but the current being strong, and only a very light 
air of wind blo^v^ng, both vessels ran aground, and, several 
women and children being on board, they were abandoned, 

P 2 



212 CURIEUX AJSfD REVANCHE. [180T. 

Lieutenant Webster not choosing, under the circumstances, 
to destroy the vessels. Thomas Bastin, purser of the Grass- 
hopper, and one seaman were wounded. 

On the 3rd of December, at lOh. a.m., being in lat. 14® 
48' N., long. 59° 14' W., the Id-gun bng Curieux, Com- 
mander johu Sheriff while standing on the staa’board tack 
with the wind Irom north-east, discovered, broad* on the lee 
bow, a strange ship on the opposite tack. The stranger was 
the French 24-gifn ship privateer Bevanche. At lib. a.m., 
as the two vessels passed on opposite tacks, the Bevancho 
being to leeward, the Cimeux made the private signal, 
which remaining unanswered, the brig tacked in chase, and 
at 111. P.M., when on the larboard quarter of the Bevanche, 
fired a l)ow gun, and received in return that ship^s stem- 
chasers. At 2]i, the Curieux, lia\diig ariived within a short 
distance of the weather quarter of the privateer, brought 
her to close action, and continued it vdth great spirit for art 
hour, by which time the Curieux had her braces, bow*line», 
and tiller- ropes sliot away. The Bevanche obscrvdng the 
iinnianageable state of her opponent, put lier helm down, and 
ran the brig on board a little before the mainmast on the 
starboard side. By the riischarge from a long 18-pounder, 
inounted on a traversing carriage, and musketry, Captain 
Bheriff and live nieu were killed, and several wounded ; and 
the mail), boom of the brig shot away. .Finding themselves, 
however, gallsutly opposed, the Frenchmen retreated to 
tliciir own quarter-deck, from wlience they kept uj> a con- 
tinual and galling fire of luusketiy. Lieutenant Thomas 
Muir, u];)on whom the command of the brig had now de- 
volved, . (mdeav'oured to board the Bevanche, but finding 
liimself likely to be supported by only ten men and tbe 
boatswain, he was compelled to relinquish tlie design. The 
Bevanche soon afterwards sheered off from the Curieux, 
and, after liiiiig two guns and some musketiy, made sail to 
the north-west, leaving the Cuiieux in no condition for 
pursuit. Hie Cimeux, besides her captain, had seven seamen 
killed and fourteen wounded. The loss of the Bevanche 
was afterwards stated to have been two killed and thirteen 
wounded. The Curieux was much inferior^ in number of 
men and in armament to the Bevanche ; the forrner having 
a' crew of eighty men, mounted ten IS-pounder earronades, 
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and eight long 6-pounders; while the privateer’s crew nuni* 
bered at least 200 men, and she was supposed to have been 
armed with twenty-four long 8-poundera, together with an 
1 8-pom) der long gun on a pivot. Tliis latter piece of ord- 
nance alone was nearly equivalent to all the carronades of 
the Curieux ; and had the Kevanche not been a privateer, 
her escape w^ould have been miattended with discredit to 
the surviving commander or crew. As, however, the 
Ilevanche was a privateer, a great deal was ySiiid upon the 
subject, and Lieutenant JSfuir became subjected to the 
ordeal of a court-martial, l;»y the sentence of which he 
wvas slightly reprimanded for not, as it was stated, having 
done his utmost to capture the enemy after the death of his 
commander. 

On the 11th of Becembor, at llh. a.m., while the 3 6 -gun 
fiigate Eenommee, Captain Bir ’riiomas Livingstone, and 
18-gun brig Gimshopper, Cominauder Tliomas Bearle, were 
on the same station, the latter discovered, olf Cape Palos, 
and chased a brig and two settees. Tlie Crasshoppor con- 
tinuing to beat to w^iinlward, lost sight of the Kenommoe at 
noon, and at 12h. 30m. p.m. opened her broadside on the 
biig. A nmiiing llglit commenced, which continued until 
2h, 30m., when the enemy, which was tlie Bpanisli l>rig Ban 
Josef, Lieutenant De l^orres, of ten 24~poundcr carronades, 
and two long sixes, ran on sliore under Cape iSTogrete, and 
struck her colours. The settees were the Medusa^ of ten 
guns and eighty men, and the Aigle, of eiglit guns and fifty 
men; which, on observing tlie fate of the brig, tacked to tlie 
eastward, and escaped. The Grasshopper liaving anchored, 
got her prize afloat, although exposed to the fij'e of a body of 
troops, and of the Bpimisli ci'ew, wliich, having (:usca|)ed to 
the shore, kept up a constant fire of musketry. The Grass- 
hopper bad one man wounded. 

The frigates Caroline and Psyche, Captains Peter Ilaiiiier 
and F. B. R, Pellew, having been despatclied by Sir I^ldward 
PeUew, commander-in-chief of the Fast-India station, in 
search of two Butch line-of-battle shi]>s which had escaped 
the previous year from Batavia, arrived oif Point Piinka, 
Java, on the 29th August. It was there ascertained that the 
twro ships Piuto and ilevolutie W'-ere lying in the harbour of 
Griesse in a bad state of repair. The Caroline pai'ted com' 
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pany in chase, and the Psycli6 anchored Eit Samarang. On 
the night of the 31st, the Psyche’s boats, commanded by 
Lieutenant lambei't Kerstemaii, assisted by Cliarles Sullivan, 
niidshipman, boarded, and gallantly broTight out, two vessels 
at anchor in the road, although defended by the batteries 
of the town, an 8-gtm schooner, and a large inerchaat-brig* 
Having collected the boats and destroyed the prizes, the 
Psyche on the following morning (Septemherdst) chased two 
ships and a brig which had been at anchor outside. The 
pursuit continued till 3h. 30m. p.m., when the strangers bore 
up for the land, and ran ashore about nine miles to the 
westward of Sanuu'ang, in a position to open upon the 
Psyche a heavy fii-e. The Psyclxe anchoring in three fathoms 
water, brought her broadside to bear upon the enemy. In a 
short tim(3 the llcsolutie, armed merchant-Kship, surrendered, 
and just as the boats were ordered out to board the second 
ship — the Dutch national 24-gun corvette Scipio — she also 
struck. The brig was thf3 Ceres, in the Dutch East-India 
Company’s service, mounting twelve guns, and having a crew 
of seventy men, wliich also surrendered. The three vessels 
were got oir without damage, and the Scipio was taken into 
the service, and named the Samarang. 

When Captain Pellew returned to Madras with the in- 
telligence, the commander-in-chief made his preparations, and 
on the 20tli November sailed from Malacca with the fol- 
lowing : — 

Gun.s. Ships, 

i Cfulloden .... Tellew, Bart, (red) 

/4 . ^ Captain (.foorge 

( Powerful .... „ Fleetwood B. ’R. Pellew 

36 Caroline .... ,, Henry Hart (acting) 

32 Fox ,, Hon. Archibald O«>chrfiii 0 

^ Q j Viotoire .... Commander Thtnnas Groube 
( Samarang . . ,, Kichard Buck 

14 Seaflower . . Lieut. Wui. Fitzwilliam Owen 

Jasexir^ .... ,, Thomas Laugharne 

A detachment of troops under Lieutenant-Colonel Lock- 
hart acoom|)anied the expedition. The squadron ardved off 
Point Panka on tlie 5th December, and a coinmunication 
^as made to the Dutch commodore, demanding the sur- 

* This vessel shortly afterwards foundered at sea with ail 
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render of the ships of war at Griesse. The boat, though 
under a flag of truce, was detained, and the oflicer and his 
crew placed under arrest. The Dutch commodore tlien ac- 
quainted Bir Edward with the unwanantable steps he had 
taken, and refused to give up the ships. 

The OuUoden and Poweifiil, having been lightened, com- 
menced ascending the river leading toGriesse, cannonading a 
battery aii Sambelangan in passing, which battery, in return, 
fired red-hob shot, and did considerable damage to some of 
the ships. The navigation of the liver to the mouth of the 
' harbour was most intricate, and the ships grounded several 
times. The Cuiloden remained aground some time, and was 
compelled to take out guns and start water ; but remained 
fast.^ After dark the admiral struck bis flag, and proceeded 
on board the Caroline, which shij) bad got several miles 
ahead of the squadron, and had succeeded in reaching the 
harbour’s mouth. Next morning the Cuiloden floated off, 
and the squadron pi^.)ceeded, led by the Fox, the Cuiloden 
being second, and the Caroline third. The Dutch, finding 
the British squadron in earne.st, disavowed the conduct of 
the commodore, and released the boat’s crow, — entering into 
a treaty for the surrender of the Dutch ship]}ing. 

In the meanwhile, IioW'Cver, the two linc--of-babtle shi])s, the 
Sheer hulk, and a 40-gun merchant-ship, had been scuttled 
by order of the commodore. On the 11th the work of 
destruction was completed by burning, and the guns and 
militaiy stores at Griesse and at Sambelangan wore do- 
stroyed. The Fox lost her foreyard, and was inncli damaged 

' Tlio following characteristic anecdote of vSir 3^idwa.T‘(l Pellevv may be 
thought inttiresting. After passing Hambelangaii, tl)e Cuiloden struck 
softly on a slioal, and tbe Carol iuo, being the ship next a^stern, foumi 
herself suddenly gaining upon the .ship ahead, when the admiral was 
seen on the Cuiloden ’s poop ordering the Caroline’s helm a-starboard. 
This could not be done without running stem into the Cuiloden. The 
order not being attended to, the admiral, much excited^ I’opeatod it, 
exclaiming at the Same time, “We are on shore.” Instantly the 
Caroline’s anchor was let go, and she brought up by the stem, the pre- 
caution having been taken of getting a cable out of the gun-room port. 
At this time her jib-boom was over the Culloden’s quarter ! Ca|)taia 
Hart was then sent ibr, and Sir Edward Pellew expreSsSed himself highly 
satisfied with the good seamanship displayed on board the frigate. The 
fact was, Sir Edward dreading tliafc the Caroline shouhl go on .shore 
preferred tlie» alternative of her nimimg foul of his own ship. 
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by hot shot ; and Lieutenant Samuel Allen and several men 
'were wounded. 

On the 21st of December the Danish island of St. Thomas, 
in the West Indies, sulTfmdered to an expedition under Hear- 
Admiral the Hon. Sir Alexander Inglis Cochr.*ane and 
General Bowyer ; and on the 25th the island of Santa 
Croix capitulated to the same force. 

The French having occupied Portugal, a Br5tish*fe(|uadr*on, 
under Bear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, consisting of the 
Tl-gun ships Centaur, York, and C.aptain, and 64-gim ship 
Intrepid, Captains William H. Webley, lIobeH Barton, Isaac 
Woolley, and Bichard Wortley, witb the IHgates Africaine, 
Alceste, Shannon, and Success, together with transports, con- 
taining troops under Major-General Beresford, sailed for 
Madeira. On tlie 24th of December tbe squadron anchored 
in Funchal Bay, and on the 26th, with6ut op2:)osition^ took 
poss9s.sion of the islands. 
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On the 16th of January, in the forenoon, the 14 -gun biig 
Linnet, Lieutenant John Tiney, being off Cape Barf eur, ob- 
Berved a large lugger in chase of a merchant-ship and biig. 
Aware that the linnet’s sailing qualities were not such as to 
enable her to close tiie lugger except by stratagem, 1 .lieute- 
nant Tracy ably manoeuvred so as to join conijiaiiy with the 
mcrchant-sliips, and with them apparently endeavoured to 
escape. At Gli. 30.rn. p.m., it beiiig quite dark, the lugger, wliich 
was the Courier, of eighteen gnns and sixty men, closed with 
the merchant-ship ; but as she was gallantly defended, the 
Courier w^as about to haul off. J list at this time, however, 
the Linnet ariiving witliiu inusket-shot of the lugger, poured 
into her a well-dii ected broadside, acconi])anied by a volley 
of musket ly, wliicli fort unately cut away I lie Coiuier’s main- 
lug halyards. The lugger was tlien liaikjd find oi*dei:*ed to 
suri'ender ; but instead of compliance, the main halyards 
w^ere again bent, and the sail reli(.>isted. Tlie Liiiiiet ac- 
cordingly reopened her fire, and was so fortunate as to cut 
away the lugger’s lialyards no less than ten times. After 
continuing the running fight in this mfinner till 8h. oOm., 
the Cou]:ier, being in a sinking stati*, siirreiideied, having 
had her second officer killed and three men wounded ; but 
the Linnet sustained no loss whatever. 

On the 30th of January, the IG-gnii brig Delight, Com- 
mander Philip Cosby Haiidfield, in an attem|)t to I’ccapture 
four Sicilian gun-boats, grounded under the batteries of 
Keggio- Captain Ilfuidfield was kilhid, and Ca}>tain Thomas 
Beccombe, of the Glatton, who was on board the biig, mor- 
tally wounded and taken prisoner. The Delight was burnt 
by the survivors of her crew. 

On the 7 til of Fobmary, the 8-gun schooner Decouverte, 
Lieutenant Colin Campbell, chased tw'o privateers and a shi}), 
tlieir prize, off St. Domingo. One of the privateers escaped, 
but the remaining two vessels were dri ven on shore and 
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destroyocL On tlie Oth, this schooner engaged and captured, 
after a gallant action, the French schooner privateer Dorade, 
inoxinting one long 18-poiinder, on a pivot, and two long 
8-pound Cl'S, with a crew of seventy-two men, seven of whom 
were found dead on her decks, and three wounded. The 
crew of the Decouverte numbered only tliirty-seven men and 
boys, of whom three men wmre dangerouvsly and one mortally 
wounded, and Lieutenant Campbell (tliough not oflicially 
reported) slightly wounded. 

On the 8th of Febrdaiy, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Meleager, commanded by Lieutenant George Tuj)man, as- 
sisted by Lieutenant William 8wiiil)m‘n and Lieutenant of 
marines John Beliano, (;ut out from under St. Jago de 
Cuba, tlie French armed felucca Renard, without loss. 
Eighteen of tlie French crew, originally forty-seven men, 
escaped to the shore. 

On the 13th of Fel)ruary, wdiile the cutter and jolly-boat 
of the 20-gun ship Coiifiancc were rowing guai'd ofr the 
mouth of the Tagus, Itobei-t lyrist, the master’s mate in 
charge of them, perc<uved a French gun-boat at anchor be- 
tween the foi'ts of Belem and San J alien, which he gallantly 
boarded, and carried without loss. The prize had on board 
100 stand of arms, and was commanded by Enseigne de 
vaissean Gaudolplie. She mounted one long 24 -pounder 
and two brass sixes, and of her crew of fifty men, three were 
killed and nine wounded. Mr. Tiist was deservedly pro- 
moted ill consequence. /Jliis is a naval medal boat action. 

Gn the 2nd of Marcli, the 1 8-gun brig Sappho, Commander 
George Langford, being off Scarborough, chased and brought 
to action the Danish biig Admiral Yawd, Captain Jorgeuson, 
mounting on her upper deck twelve carronades, IS jiounders, 
and on her main deck sixteen long 6-j>ouiiders : total tw enty- 
eiglit guns, with a crew of eighty-three men. After a close 
engagement of half an hour, in wdiicli the Sappho had two 
men wounded, the Danish brig, having had her secotid officer 
and one man killed, stmek her colours. Tlie naval medal is 
granted for this action. 

On the 4th of March, the 18-j)Ounder 36-gnn frigate San 
Fiorenzo, Captain George Nicholas Hardinge, sailed from 
Pointe de Galle, Ceylon, on her return to Bombay. On the 
dth, at 7li. A.M., being offi Cape Comorin, the French 40-gun 



1808,] SAN FIOEENZO AND PIKMONTAISE. 219 

frigate Pieraontaise, Captain Epron, was discovered on the 
starboard beam, bearing north-east, and making sail after four 
East-Inclia ships, passed slioi*tly before by the San Fioi-enzo. 
The San Fiorenzo hauled to the wrind, and stood in''Sljoro, 
when the Pieinontaise, finding herself pui-sned, bore ui> and 
made all sail, followed by the British frigate. Ilaving iriade 
the private signal, which remained mianswered, the San 
Fiorenzo hoisted her colours. The pursuit contiime<l until 
llh. 40m. P.M., at which time the British frigate, on the 
larboard tack, ranged up alongside the Piemonfcaise to lee- 
ward, and a spirited action, at 200 yards distance, took 
place ; but which continued only for about ten liiinutes, when 
the French frigate made sail ahead. Tl'he San Fiorenzo, 
which in this short engagement had only three of her men 
wounded, also made sail, and at <iay light on the 7th had 
gained so much on her opponent, that the latter, finding an 
action unavoidable, hoisted her colours, and wore across the 
bows of the Britissh ship, in order to briiig her broadside to 
bear. At 6h. 20m. a.m., the San Fioienzo having also wore, 
tlie Pi(jmontaise fired her broadside, and the engagenient con- 
tinued at point-blauk distance, until 8h. when the Pie- 

montaise ceased firing, and bore np, leaving her antagonist 
with her inaiii-topsail-yard cut in twa"), main- royal-mast shot 
away, and her standing and running rigging so much cut as 
to disable her for the time from making sail in chase. The 
San Fiorenzo’s loss on this day amounted to eight seamen 
and marines killed, and fourteen w oundcal. 

Her damages being repaired, the San Fiorenzo was again 
under a crowed of sail in pursuit of the Piernontaise, of which 
she managed to keep sight during the night, and at daylight 
on the 8th tlie enemy was about four miles distant, bearing 
cast. At 9h. A.M. the San Fiorenzo bore up under all sail 
for the Pidmoiitaise, which ship did not on tliis occasion 
apijear desirotis of avoiding an action ; hut ])oi;ceiving that 
the intention of the Britisli frigaf e was to gain the w eather 
gage, the Piernontaise h aided to the wind and tacked. At 
4h. p.H. the two ships, passing on opposite tacks wdthin 
eighty yards, recommenced the action, and at the second 
broadside a grape-shot killed Captain Ha rdinge, when the 
command of the San Fiorenzo devolved on Lieutenant 
William Dawson. TTie Pi6montaise having reached her 
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opponont's beam, wore round, and a close engagement ensued, 
which lasted till dh. 49m., when her rigging and sails being 
cut to pieces, and her lower masts and bowsprit badly 
wounded, the French ship siurendered, in token of which 
sohie of the crew wared their hats. The loss of the San 
Fioreiizo in the tliird day’s action amounted to five, in- 
cluding the captain killed, and lieutenant Chiorge Moysc^y 
(severely), and seven men wounded ; total, in three days : 
13 killed and 25 wounded. The Punnontaise had on board 
200 lascars and prisoners, Avhicli augmented her crew to 560 
men, of whom forty-eight were killed and 112 wounded. The 
San Fioronzo, when she commenced the action, mustered only 
180 men and boys at quarters. 

According to the GazeUe letter, the Piemontaisc mounted 
fifty guns — long 18-poiinders on the main deck, and 30- 
pounder caiTonacles on tlic quarter-deck and forecastle. The 
metal of the San Fioronzo, though not equal to this, was 
such as would have rendered her, had she been fully manned, 
an eligil)le opponent for the French frigate ; Init with lier 
reduced and sickly crew, the advantage possess^Kl by the 
enemy was very great. Moreau, the second captain, who it 
will be rernenibered made himself notorious by his savage 
and drunken brutality to Captain liarkins,^ dreading iio 
meet the conntiymeii of him wliom lie had treated vso infa- 
mously, is said to have leaped overboard just before the boat 
of the San Fiorenzo arrived alongside to take possession of 
the pi:ize. 

On the 9th, all three lower masts of the prize fell over the 
side ; but being taken in tow by the British frigate, the two 
isliips on the 13th anchox*ed in the Hoads of Colombo, amidst 
the cheers and congratulations of all present. At this 
plfice, the remains of the noble Hardingc w^ere interred with 
all the honours wbicli could be observed. Ijicutenant Daw- 
son, in bis official letter, mentions in high terms the conduct 
of Lieutenants Edward Davis and George Moysey, and the 
master, William Donovan, also of Lieutenant Samuel Ash- 
more, in command of the marines. The Piemontaise w^as 
added to the British navy under the same name, as an 
18-poundcr 38-g^xn fi'igate. A sword of 100 guineas’ value 

* See p. 169, ante. 
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was presented to Lieutenant Dawson by the Patriotic Fund, 
in testimony of his gallant and skilful conduct on the death 
of his captain. The naval medal was also granted^ in 1847, 
to the surviving participators. 

On the 13 th of March, while the 36-gun frigate Emerald, 
Captain Frederick L. Maitland, wcis cruising off the north 
coast of Spain, a large French schooner was discovered lying 
in the harbour of Vivero, when the frigate stood in to 
attempt her destruction. At 5h. 30m. p.m., two forts, one 
mounting eight and the other live 24-pounders, opened on 
the frigate, and Captain Maitland, anxious to prevent the 
enemy from making any further dispositions for defence, 
despatched a pariy of seamen and marinevS, under Lieutenant 
Charles Bertram, with Lieutenants of marines Giles Meech 
and Jolm Husband, Mastci*s’ mates Matthew Mildridge and 
Edward Saurin, to storm the outer battery, while the 
Emerald stood in and engaged the inner one. The Spaniards 
were speedily driven out of the right-hand fort, by the de- 
tachment under Lieutenant Bertram, and the guns spilled ; 
while the Emei*ald’s third lieutenant, William Smith, at the 
head of another party, proceeded to attack the fort, which 
the Emerald was engaging on the left. On landing about 
a mile below the fort, Lieutenant Smitli’s ]>arty was opposed 
by a body of soldiers ; but after a scultle the enemy re- 
treated, closely pursued by the British, wlio by these means 
missed their way to the fort, and returned. In the m(.*an 
while, however, the fort had been silenced by the fire of the 
frigate. Daniel Baird, midshipman, was despatched by 
Lieutenant Bertram to board the schooner, winch, liaviiig 
beeji run on the rocks by lier crew, was surrounded hy the 
men posted among the rocks, who vigorously engaged the 
British party j but Lieutenant Bertram coming up to the 
suppori of Mr. Baird, the French were quickly dispersed. 
The schooner, which was the Apropos, of eight 12 -pounder 
carronades, and a complement of seventy men, from the 
Isle of France with despatches, having gone on shore at high 
irater, it wtis found impossible to bring ofl^ and slie w^as 
therefore set on fire, and at Ih. a.m. on the 14th blow up. 
Nine seamen and marines were killed, and Lieutenant Ber- 
tnun (severely), both lieutenants of marines, Mr. Mildridge, 
and eleven seamen and maiines wounded. Lieutenant Ber- 
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tram was for his gallantry promoted to the rank of com- 
mander. Eewartfi were confei^ed on the abovenamed 
officers by the Patriotic Fund. A naval medal action. 

On the 14th of March, the brig-sloop Childers^^ armed 
with fourteen 12-pounder carronades, Commander William 
Henry Dillon, while cruising in the Baltic, fought a very 
gallant action with the Danish 18-pounder IS-gun brig 
Lougen. After engaging for some time, the Childers, owing 
to the injury she had sustained from the hea'\’y armament of 
the Lougen, and being unable to bring the latter to close 
quaiiers, was under the necessity of discontinuing the action, 
feuid to put into Leith. Out of a crew of only fifty-six men 
and boys, the Childers had her clerk, Joseph lioberts, and 
one seaman killed; and her conirnaiider (severely), John 
Batten and Charles Parker, midshipmen, and six men 
wounded. Previously to this, the boats of the Childers cut 
out a galliot Irom the poi*t of Midbe. A sword of 100 
guineas’ value was presented to Commander Dillon by the 
Patriotic Fund ; and he was shortly afterwards promoted. 
Tliis is a naval medal action. 

On the 22iid of March, the Danish 74-gun ship Prindtz 
Christian predeinjk, Captain Jessen, was chased and didven 
on shore near Creenall, on tlic coast of Jutland, by the 
04-gim ships Stately and Nassau, Captains George Parker 
and Robert Campbell. The shij) surrendered before taking 
the ground ; and as soon as the prisoners wei*e removed, it 
being found imju'acticablo to get the ship afloat, she was set 
on fire and destroyed. The Stately’s loss amounted to two 
seamen and two mannes killed ; and Lieutenant Edward 
Cole, the boatswain, John Limming, James Davis, master’s 
mate, twenty-three seamen, and two inarmes wounded. 
The Nassau had one seaman killed, one missing, and sixteen 
wounded. The loss on board the Danish ship amounted to 
fifty-five killed and eighty-eight wounded. 

On tlie 15 th of March, about sixty miles to the soiithward 
of Ceylon, the 32-gun frigtite Terpsichore (on account of her 
weakness mounting only tw^onty-six long 12 -pounders and 
two 6 poundei‘s), Captain William Augustus Montagu, dis- 

* This brig, measuring only 202 tons, wia.s Imilt in 1778, and her force 
was 80 paltry that tlio merchants at L€3ith reftised to put their vessels 
bound to Gottenberg under her protection. 
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covered, on the weather beam, a strange ship under a press 
of sail. The stranger, winch was the French 30-gun frigate 
Semillante, Captain Motard, taking the Terpsichore for an 
Indiarnan, hoisted English colours, and closing with her at 
6L 45m. P.M., commenced action at the distance of 100 
yards. The engagement lasted imtil 7h. 10m., when some 
combustible matter, thrown on board the Terpsichore, com- 
municated to the cartridge-boxes on the main deck, and 
occasioned a very destinictive explosion, which set the ship 
on, fire, and completely tmmamied three guns. The enemy 
then, endeavoured to escape ; but the Terpsichore making 
sail in chase, the action was renewed at 7h. 20m. After a 
short time, the Semillante again made sml to the .soiith-west. 
The Terpsichore had suffered so much aloft, and her masts 
were so badly wounded, that it was found impracticable 
to follow her antagonist for nearly an liour, wlien sail was 
again made in chase. At midnight the two ships were about 
a mile and a half asunder. During the IGth, 17111, and 
18th, the Semillante gi^adually increased lier distance, and at 
sunset on the last-named day was no longer in sight. On 
the next mGriiing the French frigate was again seen, and on 
the 20tli, at lOli. 30m. a.m., a heavy squall favouring the 
Terpsichore agdn brought her within slmt of the Semil- 
lante,* but the latter opening a fire from her steim* chasers, 
and by cutting away her stern-boat, starting water, and 
throwing a quantity of lumber overboard, finally succeeded 
ill evading her gallant pursuer. Tlie Terpsichore, in lier 
action, sustained a loss (chiefly by the explosion) of Lieu- 
tenant Charles Jones and tw^enty men killed, and twenty- 
two wounded (two mortally). The loss of the Smnillante is 
not mentioned. 1 

• The St$niillaiite was, upon the whole, jnost fortunate. After ninnin.^ 
the gauntlet of the British stpiadron in the East Indies, this ship, in 
comijany with the frigate privateer Bellone, reached Port Louis, Isle of 
France, in the month of November, 1805. Hero she was blockaded by 
the 32-guu frigate Pitt, Captain Walter Bathurst, and by the Terp-sichore. 
On the 27th January, 180(5, the two French frigates evaded the Pitt and 
put to sea, \vheu they steered for Isle Bourbon ; from thence the Semil- 
lante returned to Port Louis unobserved. On the 21st November, 1807, 
after having undergone various adventures and being deprived, by cap- 
ture, of her consorts, the Semillante was stretching over towards the Isle 
of Franco, when siie was observed fioin the 1 2-pounder 36-gun frigate 



324 PAPHKi:, etc/ at FLOi)^^ [1808. 

On the night of the 22nd of March, thye 18-pounder 36-gun 
ftlgate Aigle, Captain George Wolfe, belonging to a squadron 
watching the port of L’Orient, chased two French frigates, 
and followed and partly assisted by the 74-gun ship Imp^- 
tueux, Captain, John Ijawford, on the 23rd drove on shore 
ope of them topposed to have been the 3 G-gun frigate 
Seine) on the Pointe des Chats, near L*Orieiit, where the 
ship Avas seriously damaged The conduct of Captain Wolfe 
throughout the chase was exceedingly gallant | and the 
captain himself* (in the left arm and hip), lieutenant John 
Lambo, and twenty seamen and marines were wounded, 
seven severely. The loss on hoard tlie French frigates was 
supposed to have been hea^y. 

On the 23rd of April, the 20-gun sliip Daphne, Ca.j>tain 
Francis Mason ; 18-gun sloop Tartarus, Commander Willhun 
Bussell ; and gini-brig Forward, Lieutenant Daniel Sbiels, 
discovered a Danish convoy at ^Flodstrandt, on the coast of 
Denmivi’k, ladeti with j)rovisions for tlie relief of ISTorw^fiy, 
consisting of seven bi'igs, three galliots, and a sloop. The 
vessels were secured to the shore by liawsers, and protected 
by a strong fort, mounting ten guns. The boats, under the 
orders of lieutenant William Elliott, with Hugh Stewart, 
master, Lieutenant of marines Bichard Boger, Midshipmen 
George Bcazely, Janies Durrell, Thomas Elliott, George Moore, 
iind George H. Ay ton, of tlie Daphne ; and Lieutenants 
Bicliard Gittings and William Patterson, Midshipmen J oln:^ 
Beptfbrd, Chailes Lutinan, and Francis Andrews, of the 
Tartarus, were towed near the shore by the Forward. The 
approach of the boats being discovered, the Danes aban- 
doned their vessels j but as soon as the boats’ crews had 
boarde<l, a hea\y fire of grape and musketry was opened 
upon them from the castle, another battery of three gimS;, 

l')(^tlaigneuse, Captain William B. Proctor. Unfortianately, howoyer, 
tlie I)(klaigTieuse was in very bad sailing condition, or the cruise of the 
Bemillantc might have been at an end. The B^daigneuse continued the 
i;hayo wliile there was a prospect of success, but the French fiigate suc- 
ceeded in reaching Port Louis. Tlie S<^inillanta, after her action with 
tlie Terpsichore, fcing found too weak to carry her armament, .shipped a 
cargo of colonial produce, and thus valuably freighted reached in safety 
a port of France in Febniary, 1809. Captain Motard deserved tho 
highest praise for the ability displayed by him throughout his long 
voyage. 
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and froiJi the crews of the vessels drawn up on the heach. 
The ten vessels were, notwithstanding, brought out. LieU'* 
tentot Elliott, Mr. Stewart, master a£ the Daphne, and 
tliree men were wounded. 

On the 4th of April, while the 38~guu frigate Alceste, 
Captain Muiray Maxwell ; 28-'gun frigate Mercuiy, Captain 
James A. Gordon; and IS-gimbRg Grasshopper, Commander 
Thomas Sejirle, lay at anchor about three miles from St. Se- 
bastian lightrhouse, near Cadiz, a large convoy, protected 
by twenty gun-boats and a train of flying artillery, was 
observed coming down close under tlve land from the north- 
ward. At 3h. P.M., just as the Spanish convoy was abreast 
of JRota Point, the Alceste and squadron weighed and stood 
toward.s the enemy’s vessels, and at 4h., the shot and shells 
passing over them, the British vessels opened their fire. 
The frigates devoted their principal attention to the gun- 
boats, while the brig was stationed upon the shoal, to the 
southward of the town, and so close to the batteries as to 
drive the Spaniards from their guns by discharges of gi'ape 
from her carronades, wdiioh also kept a division of gtin-boats 
in check, that had come out of Cadiz to assist those with 
th(3 convoy. The conduct of the Grassliopper is thus noticed 
in the oflicijil letter of Captain Maxwell : “ It was the 
general cry in both ships, ‘ Only look how nobly the brig 
behaves.’” The first lieutenant of the Alceste (Allen St€'w- 
art) having volunteered to go in with the boats and board 
the convoy, Captain Maxwell sent them under that officer, 
accompanied by Lieutenants of marines Philip Pipon and 
Eichard Hawkey; Master’s mates James Arscott and Tho- 
mas Day; Midshipmen J. S. Parker, Thomas A daJr, Chajies 
Croker, Abruham M^Caul, and Thomas H. M/Lean. The 
boats of the Mercury, under Lieutenant Watkin O. Pell, 
with Lieutenajr^t Eobert J. Gordon, Lieutenant of marines 
James Why lock, Master’s mates Charles Du Cane and 
Maurice E, Comyn, soon followed, and dashing in among 
the convoy, notwithstanding the tremendous fire kept up by 
the batteries and from the gun-boats and boats of the 
enemy’s squadron in Cadiz, seven tartans were brought out, 
two gun-boats destroyed, and several othei\s driven on shore, 
This Yery gallant service, performed at the entinnce of Cadiz, 
and in sight of eleven sail of the hue, was attended with the 
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comparatively small loss of one nian mortally and two 
sEgMly wounded on l>oard the Grasshopper, and iione in the 
boats. The brig was hulled in several pLocea^ mid was much 
damaged in masts, rigging, and sails. The naval medal is 
granted for this acjtion to all three ships, ^ 

The 12-‘pounder 36>gun fi^gate Nymphe, Captain Conway 
SMpley, and 18-gun sloojf Blossom, Commander George 
Bigot, cruising off Lisbon, obtained intelligence that the 
20-giin brig Garotta, fitted out by the Brench, and manned 
with 150 men, was lying above Belem Castle, ready for sea. 
Captain Bhij)ley himself rowed into the Tagus in the night 
to reconnoitre her position, and having asceriained it, de- 
termined to attempt her capture. The boats of both ships, 
under the command of Captain Slupley, after making two 
attempts to proceed on this service, on the night of the 
23rd of April, put off from the Nymphe, at 9h. p.m. The 
whole force comprised eight boats, and 150 officers and men, 
in two divisions ; the larboard division consisted of the 
Nymph e’s gig, Captain Shipley ; her large cutter, Lieutenant 
Richard Standish Ilaly ; launch, Lieutenant Thomas Hodg- 
kinson ; and barge, Michael Raven, master’s mate. The 
other dirision included the Blossom’s gig, Commander Bigot ; 
the first cutter, lieutenant John Undrell ; lanncli, Lieu- 
tenant William Cecil; and the Nymphe’s small cutter, 
Thomas Hill, master’s mate. To prevent separation, orders 
were given for the boats to tow each otluT until discovered 
by the enemy, when they were to cavst off and make the 
best of their way alongside — -the larboard dixision to board 
on the larboard side, and the starboard division on the star- 
board side. As in the event of success the captors might 
Inave some difficulty in avoiding the dangerous shoals, Henry 
Andrews, master of the Nymphe, was stationed in the jolly- 
boat, upon the northern extremity of the South Catebop, 
near Bogue Fort, to hoist a light on the approach of the 
brig, • 

The boats reached the entrance of the Tagu^ in good 
onler, near the top of high water ; but Captain Shipley, 
anxious to secure a good tide to bring off the prize, wiiited 
until the tide slacked, hoping to board before the ebb made 
stxxmg. tJnhappily, the flood had no sooner ceased tlxan a 
fresh in the river, caused by the heavy rains, came down at 
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the rate of six or eight miles an hour. The boaiSj however, 
at about . 2h. SOm. a-m., got withm hail of the brig (which 
was lying moored close under the guns of Belem Oastle, 
having in addition, and for her protection, a heavy floating 
battery), and the signal was given to oast off and proceed to 
board. In an instant the gallant Captain Shipleys in liis 
gig, darted fi*om his compauicto, and, in a few mintites, 
haying jumped into the fore-rigging of the Qarotta, was irt 
the act of cutting away the boarding-netting, when he 
received a musket-bail in the forehead, and fell dead into 
the fiver. The captain’s brother, M’r. Charles Shipleyj a 
voluiiteer on the occasion, immediately ordered the men to 
shove ofl* in the gig, and endeavo\ir to pick up the captain. 

" In dropping astern, the gig unfortunately got foul of the 
cutter, Lieutenant Haly, then in the act of boarding on tlie 
larboard quarter ; the cutter, in her turn, dropped foul of 
the launch, and ^ three boats feU foul of a caulking stage, 
moored astern of the brig. The cutter, having got clear 
of the other boats, then endeavoured to regain her station 
alongside the brig ; but, the tide coming down like a sluice, 
this was found utterly impossible, and the boats were obliged 
to yield to it and relinquish the enterprise. One seaman 
was killed in the cutter, and Wilham Moriarty, midship- 
man, and one marine wounded. The starbotird division did , 
not get near enough, or make any attempt, to board. 

The body of the brave Captain Shipley was shortly after- 
wards washed on shore and recovered, when it was found 
that his wound was quite suflicient to have caused his 
death, and that it was not in any degree acceleiuted by his. 
having fallen overboard.^ The loss of Caj)t(un Shipley was 
deeply deplored. No man ever possessed in a greater 
degree,” says a writer in the Nwod Chronicle (vol. xx. 
p. 289), the power of inspiring all whom he commanded 
with sentinu^pts similar to his own ; what those sentiments 
were, his life, short, alas T as it was, and his glorious fall, 
have revealed ’■ 

On the 23id of April, the 18-gun brig Grasshopper, Coni- 


* It a well-known fact, that not one man in thirty who falls over- 
board in the Tagus, when the tide is running, is ever recovered ; the 
numerous and powerful eddies immediately draw the body below the 
SUTMtce. ' 
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maiidei* Thomas Soarle, accompanied hy the 1 irgun b;rig 
Eapid, Lieutenant Henry Baugh, cruising otT Faro, on the 
coast of Portugal, chased two Spanish vessels, protected by 
four gun-boats, which took shelter under a battery near 
Faro. The brigs having anchored within g3*ape-shot of tlie 
battery^ and guii-bpats, after a severe action of two hours 
and a half, drove on shore two of the latter, compelled the 
re iTiaining two to surrender, and the Spaniards to quit their 
guns. The two vessels, winch were li'om South America, 
and contained cargoes valued at £30,000 each, were taken 
possession of and brought out, as well as the two gun-boats. 
The Grasshoi>per liad one seaman killed, her captain (slightly) 
and three seamen severely wounded ; and the Kapid, three 
seamen wounded. Tile loss on board the captured gun-boats 
amounted to forty in killed and wounded. Captain Bearlo, 
in his ofiiciai letter, spoke in high terms of Lieutenant 
A¥iJiiarii Cutfield, also of the master, B'enry Bell, and the 
purser, Thomas Bastin : the former, for conducting the brig 
under the battcuies ; and the latter, for having, in the absence 
of the second lieutenant, taken charge of the aftermost guns. 
Cornmnuder Searle and Lieutenant Baugli w'ere promoted, 
and the naval medal has been granted to those engaged. 

On the 22nd of April, at 6h. a.m., the Gor6e, of eighteen 
long sixes and eight 12-pounder carronados, with a crew 6f 
12G men and boys, Captain Jo.seph S])ear, lying at anchor in 
Grande Bourg Bay, Marie Galante, discovered the French 
16-gun corvettes Palimire and Pilade, bearing south-east. 
After making a signal for an enemy to the 18-gun brig 
Supcrievire, Commander Andrew' Hodge, at anchor a few 
miles to the north-west, the Gor^e, at S)h. a.m., slipped, and, 
with a breeze at east-soiith-ea.st, stood off shore towai‘ds tjic 
corvettes, which hove to and awaited her coming up. At 
lOh. A.M. an action commenced within pistol-shot, which had 
lasted about an hour, when the Sup^rieure and some other 
vessels approachiDg, the corvettes bore up and made all sail, 
leaving the Gdree with her fore and main topsail -yards shot 
away in the slings, arid all her masts badly wounded ; but 
with only one man killed and four wounded. The eucioy’s 
vessels had sustained a loss together of fifty men killed and 
w ouuded. The G or6e, being quite disabled for present action, 
ako bore up and re-anchored at .Marie Galante. JBy noon 
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the Siiperieure got witliin three ixjiles of the corvettcB, 
which were steeriag for the Saintes, arid before they reaoliecl 
the anchorage a rimning fight took platje, between the 
rieui’e and the Pilade^ which w’as continued until close under 
the batteries on the Saintea^ when the Siip6rieure hauled up* 
having sustainC/d little damage. When the action ceased, the 
32-gun frigate Circe and l8-giin brig Wolveriue, Captains 
Hugh Pigdt and Francis Augiistus Collier, were within two 
iniles of the Sup^rieure. 

On the 29th of Apiil, the 16-gun sloop Falcon, Lieutenaiit 
John Piice, being ofi’ the island of Endelau, observed nine 
largo boats hauled lij > on the beach. Tliree boats were sent 
in, which succeeded in burning them, although defended by 
some Danish troops. Lieutenant Price, learning from a 
market-boat which he had also captured, that soine vessels 
laden wdth pieces of ordnance intended for a battery con- 
structing at the entrance of Kyeholm w'ero expected, the 
boats were sent away every night, and on the 7th of May, 
under the command of James Ellerton, master of the Falcon, 
they fell in with and attacked two vessels, anchored close 
under the batteries of Lindholm, which were instantly 
boarded and carried without loss. One boat wjxb brougl.it 
safely out ; but the other, containing a 13-inch mortar and 
400 shells, grounding, was destroyed. 

Oii'tlie 2ndof May, the IS-pounder 3G-guu frigate Unite, 
Captain Patrick Campbell, captured, in tlie Gulf of Veiiie<:i, 
the Italian 16-gun brig Konco ; and on the 31st of the same 
month, the Unit6 discovered and chased thi-ee otlier Italian 
brigs of war, two of wliich were captured after a long and 
aidupus pursuit. Tlie three brigs, being fine vessels oi‘ 
about 340 tons each, were added to the British navy, under 
the respective nanies of Tuscan, Cretan, and Iloman, 

On the 7th of May, at daylight, the 18 gun brig Itedwing, 
Commander Thomas Usslier, , cruising off ( 'ape Trtifhlgai’, 
^covered a Spanish convoy, protected by seven armed 
mounting in all twenty-two heavy long guns, with 
crews to the number of 271 inen, conn down aloiig-,shoi*e. 
jlie wind being very light, the Redwing was unable to close 
with them until 7h. A.M., when, having maved within point- 
blank shot, the Spanish gim-boats furled their sails and swept 
to^rds the brig, as if with the intention of boarding; 
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Having arrived withiix musket-shot, the Bedwing opened a 
spirited and weil-directed fir^ which was so admirably kept 
up, that the gun-boats, panic-stticken, retreated and rah bn 
shore on the rocks, and a great portion of their crews 
perished in the heavy surf, notwithstahding the noble exer^ 
tions of the Itedwing’s boats’ crews^^^ te them. Four 
merchant vessels were sunk by the fire of the Bedwing, and 
seven pthtu's and a 4-gun mistico captured ; but two with a 
gun-boat etrected their escape. Only one seaman was wounded ' 
on Ixmrd the Redwing ; but her lower masts were both struck 
by 24-pound shot, and her rigging and vsails much dahiaged. 
In the boats of the brig one seaman was killed, and John 
Davis, master, Robert L. Horniman, purser, and one seaman 
were wounded. The weather and every circumstance greatly 
favoured the operations of the gun-boats, and nothing Init a 
high state of skill and discipiine on board the Redwing 
could have brought about so fiivourable a termination. The 
naval medal is granted for this action, ^ 

On the 10th of May, the 16-giin brig "Wizard, Com- 
mander Abel Ferris, being in latitude 40® 30' north, longi- 
tude 6^ 34' east, witli the wind at west, discovered and 
chased a brig to leew’-ard, bearing east-north-east, and Steering 
to the southward under all sail. This vessel vras the French 
brig Requin, of equal force, Captain Berard. The pursuit con- 
tinued throughout the day and night ; but, on the llth, at 
111, A.»i.,the,wiiid died away, and the Wizard’s crew had recourse 
to the sw^eeps, by which she was enabled to get sufficiently 
near at 7h. 45m. for tlie Requin to fire her stern-chasers. 
The Wizard, having hoisted her colours, returned the fire, 
and at Oh. the French brig rounded to, with her studding 
sails set, and fired her broadside, which enabled the Wizard 
to pass under her opponent’s stexm, and, after raking her, to 
take a position on the Requin’s lee quarter. The action 
continued with much spirit on both sides, until 1 Oh. 30m., 
when the Requin filled and made sail. Although the Wizard 
laid received much injury to her masts, sails, and rigging, the 
pursuit was prosecuted with untiring energy, the crew mean- 
while knotting and replacing the standing and rtiiming 
rigging, and fishing the wounded s|)ars; 

The crew passed the second night at their quarters, work- 
ing a| the sweeps, whenever the wind fell light, and on the 
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12th, at 6h. l^m. a,m,, the Wkard had appro^hed suffix 
cieiitlj near to fii’e her bow guns ; but her opponent’s sailing 
qualities were so nnxch superior, that the moment a breesie 
came, the Wizard was left astern, and at 71r a m; w^as again " 
out’ of gun-shot At midpight the brigs were about two 
miles and a half apart, and the AMcan coast right ahead, 
distant seven or eight miles. This most arduous chase con^ 
tinued until the 14tli, at 4h. a.m., when the Bequin was 
right ahead, distant about two miles and a half, steering for 
Tunis Baj) which she reached at 5h. a.m., and where, this 
being a neutral port, she lay in safety. The "Wizard stood 
into the bay after her, and passed so close to the fugitive 
brig, that her name, “Le Bequin” was read on her storti; 
after which she made sail out of the bay./ The Wizard was 
obliged to repair to Malta, where her lower masts were 
shifted and a new main-yard supplied. One man was killed 
and five wounded on board her. This harassing. chase of 37 0 
miles, perfoimed in light airs and calms, in eighty-eight hours, 
was highly creditable to tbe Wizard’s crew ; and it is to be 
regretted that the brig’s dull sailing shotild have dc^prived 
them of the prize their valour and skill would have gained. 

On the 11th of May, the 2()-gun ship Bacchante, Captain 
Samuel Hood Inglefield, cmising off Cuba, brought to action 
the French 16-gun brig Grifibn, commanded by Lieutenant 
Gautier. After sustaining a running action of thirty minutes, 
by which time she was within 200 yards of the breakers off 
the Cape Antonio, the colours of tlie Griffon were hauled 
doAvm, 

On the 10th of May, the 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Tartaa-, ' 
Captain George E. B. Bettesworih, sailed from Leith Beads, 
in quest of the Dutch 36-gun frigate Giielderland, and on 
the 12th arrived off the coast of Norway. On the 15th, 
the Tartar made the islands to the westward of Bergen, 
and, on hpistiiig Dutch colours, some boats came off from 
the shore, from whom Captain Bettesworth Icjarnt that the 
Guelderland and convoy had sailed some days previously for 
the East Indies. By the aid of the men who came off iu 
these boats, Captain Bettesworth was enabled to conduct the 
frigate through a most intricate passage, until within five or 
six miles of Bergen, when the pilots wisely refused to take 
the ship nearer, for destnretion only could have been the 
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result* Determined, however, if possible, to take the ship off 
; the town of Bergen, and endeavoia* to cut out any shi pping 
’ that might be in the harbour, Captain Bettesworth, accpin- 
panied by his first heutenant, lliomas Sykes, a the master, 
John Jervis White, left the ship in the M and 

proceeded towards the town, 'fhe boats had arrm>d near 
Bergen, when the guard-^boat attacked them, which Lieutenant 
Sykes, ill the launch, boarded and caiTied. The firing thus 
occasioned alarmed the town, otheiwise a large Iiidiaman 
lying under a battery might have been surprised and carried 
off. Knding nothing likely to be done in consequence of a 
chain being atrross the harbour’s mouth. Captain Bettes worth 
returned to the ship, leaving the lamicli in charge of Lieu- 
tenant Sykes, to watch the Tiiotions of the Indiaman, and 
take her if possible. Soon aftci*wards a schooner and five 
gun-boats quitted the harbour, which the launch for a tiine 
engaged ; but the gun-boats, having more impoitant prey in 
view, made all speed towards tlie frigate, and the launch, 
under the guidance of two fishermen, pressed by Lieutenant 
Sykes, made the best of her way after them. 

Upon the arrival of Captain Bettesworth on board the 
Tartar, she was got undervveigh with tli<3 intention of j>ro- 
coeding to Bergen, but the wind died aM\ay before she was 
half through the intricate passage. The gun-boats ]>efore 
mentioned had in the meanwliile approaclied vvithm hiilf gun- 
shot, and, taking tlieir position on tlie Tartar’s bow, kept up 
a. wfill-directed lire, which did considerable execution, and to 
wliich no adequate return could be made. Captain Bettes- 
worfcli, ip. the act of pointing a gun, had his head- taken off 
by one of the first shot fired. Henry Eitzhiivg, inidshipman, 
was shot nearly at the same time. The comma-iKl of the 
ship, in the absense of the fii*st lieutenant;, then devolved on 
Lieutenant Herbert; Oaiger. A light air of wind springing 
up, the Tartar’s broadside was brought to bear on the enemy, 
by which one boat was sunk, and, after some firing, the 
remainder took refuge under the batteries of Bei^gen. While 
returning, down the passage she had entered, the Tartar 
picked up her launch, when Ueutenant Sykes assumed the 
command, and, under the guidance, of the Norwegian fisher- 
men, extricated the ship with the utmost difficulty from her 
perilous situation. In many parts the channel was so narrow 
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that it was liecessary to boom the frigate off the rocks with 
spars. On the 20th, the Tartar returned to Xieitli Beads 
with the body of Captain Bettesworth on board. 

'On the 10th of May, at 4h, p.m., in latitiide 4^^ 
longitude 14° west, the 38-gim frigate Virgime, Captaiii 
Edward Brace^ while standing on the starboard tack^ ^rith 
the wind at north-east, observed and chased a ship right 
ahead. At 4h. 30m., the stranger, which was the Butch 
12-pounder 36-gun frigate Guelderland, Captain Bool, pre- 
'vdously alluded to, bore up, and at 7h. 40m., the Yirginie 
ha ving neared her, both ships bred a gun, and the Guelderland 
hoisted French colours. At 9h. 4om., the Guelderland, 
being hailed frora the Virginie, answered that she was a 
Butch ship of war ; upon which the latter comtneneed hring, 
and, after an action of an hour and a half (during which the 
Guelderland wore three times), having her niasis and bow- 
sprit shot away, and suataiiied a loss of twenty dive men 
killed and lifty wounded, including her coinmander, the 
Guelderland was siuTciidered. The V irginie had only one man 
killed and two wounded. The first lieutenant of the Virginie, 
John Bavis, was promoted to be a coinmander, and Natlmiiiel 
Norton, midshipman, made lieutenant. This is a naval medal 
action. 

On the 12th of May, the 18-x)ounder 32-guii frigate 
Amphion, Captain William Hoste, being on her way from 
Toulon to Majorca, discovered a frigate lying at anclxoi* in 
the Bay of Bosas, under the protection of some heavy 
batteries- This was the French frigate-built store ship 
Balcine, of 80O tons, mounting twenty-six or thirty guns 
(probably 12-poiHiders), .with a crew of loO men. At 
lOh. lOm. A.M, the Baleine hoisted French colours, and 
at lOh. 30m. commenced firing on the Amphion as she 
approached, as did also a battery of sixteen long 24-pouiiders, 
on the left 6f Bosas, Fort Bouton, which mounted several 
heavy guns, and a low battery of eight 24-pounders, on the 
right-hand side of the bay. The Amphion, having to work 
in, returned the fire, on different tacks, as she best coidd, aiid 
at llh. the Baleine slipped her cables, hoisted her staysails, 
and ran on shore, close under 'Fort Bouton. At llh. 30m. 
the Amphion Anchored, with springs on her cable, inside the 
anchorage which the Baleii^e had quitted, when she opened 



234 


DESTRUCTJOK OF THE BAtEIKE. 


a smart fire oh the ship and batteries, 'w:liich was returned 
by the enemy, who fired hot shot, some of which set the 
Amphion 6n fire. At Ih. 30m.. f.m. the Baleine was observed 
to be in flames, and some of her crew were seen escaping to 
the shore. Supposing that she had sun'endered, Lieutenant 
William Bennet was sent in the jolly-boat to take possession, 
but on his approach the boat was fired at. Begardless of the 
shot, Lieutenant Bennet and his boat’s crew stoodup in the 
boat and guve three loud cheers, after which they returned 
to the Amphion. At 2h. 20m. the Amphion cut her cable, 
and made sail out of the bay, having gallantly eflected the 
irreparable injury, if not destruction, of the French ship. 
The Amphion had one man killed and five wounded. 

On the 24th of May, at noon, the hired armed cutter 
Swan, mounting ten 12-pounder carronades, with a crew of 
/orty men and hoys, Lieutenant Mark Robinson Lucas, being 
ofl'the island of Bornholm, on her way to Sir Samuel Hood, 
with despatches, observed a cutter under the land standing 
towards her. The Swan hove to, and hoisted a Dutch jack 
for a i)ilot. At 2h. p.m., the stranger having approached 
withm a short distance, the Swan made sail in chase, and at 
4h. P,M. arrived within shot, when the cutter opened her fire, 
and the battery of Bornholm also fired at the Swan. The 
stranger, in endeavouring to get a long g*iri aft, to bear over 
her taffrail upon her pui’suer, came up in the wind, and by 
this accident enabled the Swan to get wuthin musket-shot, 
and after an action of twenty minutes her opponent blew up 
and sank. The Danish cutter apj>eared to have been a 
vessel of about 120 tons, and to have mounted ten guns. 
The Swan received no damage, por had she a man hurt. 

On the 4th of June, during a calm, the 14-gun brig 
Tickler, Lieutenant John Watson Skinner, being in the 
Great Belt, was attacked by four Danish gun-boats, and after 
an action of four hours, during which her commander and 
fourteen seamen were killed and twenty-two wounded, out 
of a crew of fifty men, was compelled to surrender. 

On the 9th of June, a small squadron, consisting of the 
Thunder bomb, Captain Jaines Gaulfleld, and gun-brigs 
Charger, Piercer, and Turbulent, Lieutenants John Aitkin 
Blow, John Sibrell, and George Wood, convoying seventy 
sail of merchant vessels, was ati^cked ofl* the south end of 
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Saltholm, by twenty-five Danish gun- vessels. The Turbulent^, 
beiug in the rear, at about 5h, 36m. rm.j became exposed to 
a heavy fire, to which the best return was made from her 
18-pmmder oarronades. The Thunder afforded her the 
assistance possible, and by a discharge of rockets and one- 
ppund shells, 'kept the enemy at bay for a time j but the 
Turbulent was at length surrounded and captured. Taking 
tlieir prize in tow, the gim-vessels pursued the Thunder ; 
but the latter having got her 6-pounders to bear out of her 
stermports, and having cut away her launch and jolly-boat^ 
(previously knocked to pieces), succeeded in beating off her 
pursuers, and the Danes retired, after securing ten or twelve 
sail of the convoy. Lieutenant Wood was honourably 
acq\utted for the loss of the brig. 

On the evening of the 11 th of June, tlie 36-gun frigate 
Euryalus, Captain the Hon. George Heneage L. Dubdas, and 
18-gun sloop Cruiser, Commander George Charles Mackenzie, 
criusing in the Great Belt, having discovered several vessels 
at anchor near the shore, four boats, under the orders of 
Lieutenant Michael Head, with Francis Wemyss, James W. 
O. Kickefcts, Bernard Yeoman, Jacob llichards, Philip Gay- 
more, Bichard Moffat, and Edward Loveday, midshipmen, 
were sent to destroy them. A Danish gun-boat, mounting 
two long IS-pounders, wdth a crew of sixty-four men, lying 
moored close to a 3 -gun battery, and protected by a body of 
troops on the beach, was boarded and brought out, and two 
large vessels, fitted as troop-ships, were burnt. In the Bri- 
tish boats only one man w^as woimded, but the Danes had 
seven men killed and tw^elve wounded. A sword value fifty 
guinejis was presented to Lieutenant Head, by the Patriotic 
Fund. 

On the 19th of June, the Haze of Horway distant seven 
or eight leagues, th^ 1 6-gun brig Seagull, mounting foui’teen 
24?-pounder c&ronades and two long sixes, Commander 
Robert Cathcart, fell in with the Danish 20-gun brig Lougen, 
which mounted eighteen long 18-pounders and two long 
jsixes, with a crew of 160 men (wdiose action with the Chil- 
ders has already be<m mentioned), running to the eastw^ard 
with a fresh westeily breeze. The Seagull made all sail id 
chase, and at 4h. 30m. p.m., having aiTtved within range of 
the, Lougen’s long guns, the. Danish brig commenced the 
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action. The wind dying away about this time, the Seaguil, 
by means of her sw eeps, got sufiiciently near to use her caiv 
ronades wdth edecvt, and at 5h. was enabled to retiurn the 
eneiiiy’s fire ; but her sweeps were, after a short time, de- 
stroyed, and her stariding and running rigging much cut by 
the Loiigen’s sliot. The action had not con tinued mo than 
twenty minutes, when six: Danish gun-boats, each armed with 
two long 24-pounders, and a crew of sixty or seventy men, 
rowed from under cover of the rocks towards the Seagull ; 
and, taking a position on each quarter, raked her with great 
execution, while the Longen kept up a constant lire on the 
larboard bow wnth equal eifect. By 6b. 30m. p.m. five of the 
SeagulFs larboard eai-ronadea were dismounted, and the biig 
almost unrigged ; she, ho\vevor, continued her defence, and^ 
after sustainixig the fire of her numerous foes until 7h. 30m. 
P.M., at which time she had five feet w^atoi* :iri the hold, the 
Seagull struck her colours. Out of a crew of ninety-four 
men the Seagull lost lior second lieutenant, Abraham B. 
White, the master, Andrew Martin, three seamen, and three 
marines killed ; her captain severely, Yilliers T. Hatton, first 
lieutenant, dangerously, Tlioinas Wilson, boatsw'ain, eleven 
seamen, and six marines wmunded. Total : eight killed and 
twenty wounded. Scarcely was the Seagull in possession of 
her conquerors, and tlie survivors of her crew removed, when 
the brig went down, thus afiording incontrovertible evidence 
of her noble defence. Cummander Catluiart was promoted 
on his return to England, but Lieutenant Hatton, til though 
highly spoken of in the official letter, was j)assed over 

On the 26 th of June, two boats of the 64-gun ship Stan- 
dard, Captain Thomas Harvey, cruising ofi' the island of 
Coi'fu, were despatched, under the orders of Lieutenant 
Pdchard Cull, and Captain of marines Edward Nicolls, in 
chase of an Italian gun-vessel and a Erench despatch-boat. 
After a row of two hours, exposed to a hot sun, the boats 
succeeded iu; getting within mu^ket-shot of the guii^boat 
Voipe, mounting one long 4-pounderi vvith a crew of twenty 
men, which was boarded by Captain Hicolls, mid c 
with oiit loss ; but the despatch-boat escaped 
On the 23rd of June, the 22-gun ship Borcupine, Captain 
the Hon. Hemy Duncan, drove on sliore and destroyed a 
French vessel, near Ci vita Vecoliia.., On the 0th of July^ 
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being becalmed under Monte Circello, on the coast of Ko- 
mania, two gutAoats and a inerehant vessel were discovered 
running down under the land to the westward, which wore 
chased under the guns of Port d’Anzo, by the boats com- 
manded by Lieutenant Oeorge Price. The’ boats were re- 
called, to chase three other vessels eomiiig down from the 
westward, but were not able to prevent these from joining 
' the gun-boats, in the harbour of D’ An zo. 

One of these latter vessels, a lai'ge 6-giin polacre, being 
observed fiitlier out than the rest, Captain Duncan deter- 
mined on sending the boats to endeavour to capture her, and 
they were accordingly despatched on the lOtli, at night, 
under Lieutenant Piiee, who was accompanied by Lieutenant 
Praheis Smith, Lieutenant of marines James Ken wick, and 
K. J. Featherstone, Charles Adam, Jolm O’Brien Butler, mid- 
shipmen, and George Anderson, captain’s clerk. The vessel, 
whose crew consisted of thirty men, fully prepared for the 
attack, was seciired to the beach (which was lined with sol- 
dieis), close under the guns of- two batteries, a tower, and 
three gun-boats ; but, in the face of this, tlie gallant assail- 
ants dashed on, and in a short time were in fiill possession 
of the polacre. After an horu* and twenty minutes of hard 
and hazardous work, the prize wTis brought out, notwith- 
standing the wind Wius light and haMing ; and this desperate 
service Oas effected with no greater in juiy than eight men 
wounded, including Lieutenant Price (severely on the liead 
and right leg) and Mr. Butler. Lieutenant Price was re”- 
warded by promotion. Those present in the boats are en- 
titled to the naval medal. 

Still on this coast, the Porcupine, on the 21sfc July, drove 
on shore, near Monte Circello, a polacre ship, wdiich was 
destroyed by the boats under the commaud of Lieutenant 
Frauds Smith without loss. 

On the 8tlf of A ugust another very gallant exploit was 
performed, at th(3 island of Planosa, by the Porcupine’s cut- 
tens and jolly-boat, in which were Lieutenants Smith and 
Eenwick, atid Midshipmen. Henry Parry, Edward Barry, and 
G. D, Lane, and George Anderson^ clerk. Although the 
poleacre sliip which they attacked was moore.d witliiu thirty 
yai'ds of a battery mounting dx or eight guns, which opened 
a heavy fire of grape upon the boats, and w^as also protected 
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by a party of soldiers on the beach, and one of her own guns 
judiciously placed, she was boarded and carried, with the 
loss of one seaman killed, and Lieutenant Ren wick arid one 
seaman mortally, and seven other men severely or mortally 
wounded. The prize was brought out, and proved to be 
the Concepcion, of four guns, from Genoa, bound to Cyprus. 

Towards the close of the year 1807,. Yice-Admiral Lord 
Collingwood appeared with his fleet off the Dardanelles, and 
entered into an understanding with the Sublime Porte, that 
no Turkish ships of war were to cruise in the iEgean Sea, 
and that no tribute was to be exacted from the inhabitants 
of the Greek islands. In order to enforce tlie obseirvanco 
of the compact on behalf of the Greeks, on quitting the 
Archipelago, his lordship ordered the 38-gun frigate Sea- 
horse, Captain John Stewart, to cruise in tlie neighbour- 
hood. A band of Epirots, formerly in the seiwice of Russia, 
but which, by the treaty of Tilsit, were no longer required, 
had, it appeared, taken possession of two small islands, at 
the entrance of the Gull of Salonica, called Dromo and 
Saraguino, from which, having large boats, they laid the 
coasts as far as the Dardanelles under contribution, and 
captured all vessels bound to Constantinople ; thereby inter- 
cepting the tribute from those places (wliich was principally 
paid in corn), on its way to the Turkish capital. Upon 
pretence of crushing these marauders, Captain Stewart was 
applied to by the Turkish authoritie.s, to know if he would 
iiiteifere with any squadron sent down the Dardanelles for 
that purpose ; but Captain Stewart, aware that his com - 
[)liance with tins departure} from the terms of the agreement 
would be taken advantage of, replied that he would repel 
•with all his force any attempt made in violation of the 
existing treaty. The Forie, however, understanding that 
the Seiiorse was the only British ship of war in the Arclii- 
pelago, despatched a squadron of two frigates, two cor\’'ettes, 
two mortar-vessels, and some xebecks, upon the service in 
view, which at the latter end of June anchored ofl’ Dromo. 
A pai'ty having landed from the squadron, surrounded the 
pirates’ town; whidi was situated on a peak of the island. 
The freebooters, in tins dUemma, had the thought to de- 
spatch one of their boats to Sim, near Tino, where the 
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SeaJiorse was at anchor, to acquaint Captain Stewart with 
the circumstances. 

On the 1st of July the boat arrived alongside the Sea-- 
horse, and Captain Stewart inmiediately gave orders to 
weigh, directing his course towards Droino. On the 5th of 
July, at 5h. 45m. two ships and a galley were discovered 
from the Seahorse, between the islands Scopolo and Drbmo, 
and standing to the southward, which were soon made out 
to be Turkish ships of w^ar. One of these was the Badere 
Zaffer, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Scandiil, 
w^hieh was a very fine ship of 1,300 tons, mounting on her 
main deck thirty brass guns, of three different calibres, as 
follows : in midships on each side was a French 36-])ounder, 
and next to it, forward and aft, were four 24-ponnders, the 
remaining ten being 1 8-])ounders, and on the quarter-deck 
and forecastle were twenty-two long 12-poundera, also of 
brass : total, fifty-two guns. The crew numbered 543 men. 
Her consort was the Ali Fezan, and mounted twenty-four 
long brass 12-pounders, on the main deck, and in midships 
on the upper deck two mortars were placed, wliich of course 
were of no service in her approaching contest ; her crew 
consisted of 230 men. The Turkish commodore did not 
ofier to retreat, but, confident in his strength, continued the 
same course, and hoisted no colours. 

At 9h. 30m. RM., the Seahorse having arrived on the 
w^'eather-beam of the Badere Zafler, shortened sail, and, 
thi'ough the meditim of his Greek pilot, Captain Stewart 
hailed the Turkish commodore, and ordered him to sur- 
render the ship to a British frigate. A direct refusal being 
returned, the broadside of the Seahorse, double-sliotted, was 
fired iiito her, wliich was quickly restionded to by the 
Badere Zafici*. With a light air of wind a little abaft the 
starboard beam, the two ships continued to engage with 
great animation, bift the Badere Zaffer gradually edged oiT 
the wind to close with her consort, then about two miles on 
her larboard beam. Having effected a' junction with the 
Ali Fezan, the lielin of the Badere Zaffer w^as put hard 
aport, in order to lay the Seahorse (wdiich had coiitinued to 
keep her station on the weathei'-beain of her enemy) on 
board ; but as this mode of warfare w’^as not to be preferredi 
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in consequence of the large number of men in the Turkish 
ship, the Seahorse also hauled sharp up, and, having sufficient 
way, crossed the bows of her enemy^ whose sails wei'o all 
aback, aiad in rimch confusion. A most destructive rakipg 
fire was poured into her in passing, after which the Seahorse 
tacked and bore up with the intention of again closing the 
Badere Za-ffei:, which had by this time got before the wind. 
The Ali JFezan, however, was, at about 1 Oh., observed 
coming up on the weatber-beam, upon which the Seahorse 
again hauled vip, and, passing astern of this new opponent, 
poured in her starboard broadside with great precision and 
effect. The Seahorse then bore u]), and continued firing 
into the A.li Fessan for about ten minutes, when an explosion 
took place near lier fore hatchway. The Seahorse continuing 
to pursue the larger opponent, the Ali Fezaii availed herself 
of the earliest oppoi't unity, and, hauling her wind, made 
sail towards Felagnisi, which port she reached in great 
distress. 

At about lOh. 35in. tlve Seahorse ranged up on the lar- 
board beam of the Badere Zaffer, and, short.ening sail, re- 
newed the action, both ships being now before the wind. 
At lib. the Turkish commodore made another attempt at 
boanling, but the British croAv were too expert, and the 
Seahor.se again crossed the bows of the Badere Zafier ; but 
so close wore the two ships on this occasion that the jib- 
boofn of the Turkish ship grazed the mizen-rigging of the 
Seahorse, and carried away the vangs of her galT. The 
forecastle and bow^sprit of the Badere Zaffer were at this 
time observed to be crowded with men in expectation of. 
boimling, and amongst these the aftermost cai-fonades of 
the Seahorse were fired with gi'eat effetjt. In a short time 
the action was renewed, the Seahorse being then on the 
starboard side of the enemy, and the former continued to 
pour in broadside after broadsi<le, until the Turkish guns 
were silenced. The Tui'kish frigate, although repeatedly 
hailed, returned no answer; and at length, about Ih. a.m. 
of the 6 th, the Seahorse ceased firing upon her sullen foe, 
having so crippled her masts and yards, and her topmasts 
being shot awaj^, that escape W' as impossible. ^ The Seahorse 
then brought to on the larboard quarter of her enemy to 
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repair the damages to the tigging, and also to refresh the 
crew/ whose continual exertions had been very trying. 

At daylight the Seahorse passed under the stern of the 
Badere Zaffer, which was steering before the wind under 
the remains of her foresail, lieceiving no answer to liis 
hail, Oaptain Stewait ordered another broadside to be fired 
into her, and was about to repeat it, when the Turkish flag 
was hauled down. Tliia act, it appears, had been perlbrnied 
without the sanction of the Turkish commodore, who, sitting 
in his chair, which was placed on a sort of wooden awning 
or shed, erected over the quarter-deck, gave orders for his 
men to continue the fight. But his officers, aware of the 
impossibility of escape, making j)risoner of the stubborn 
chief' summdered the ship, who \vas shoi-tly afterwards 
taken on board the Seahorse. “ Appju'ently unacquainted 
with the forms of civilized warfare/’ writes Mr. James, 

Seandril had no idea of deli vering iq> his s word in token of 
submission, and when told tliat be nmsfc do so, the JVI^ho- 
metan commander complied witli great reluctance, observing, 
as his eyes bent upon the forfeited weapon, ^ that it was a 
Damascus blade of great value.’ ” Had the Turks once 
succeeded in gaining the deck of tlie Seahorse, their numbers 
would have rendered them formidable, and although they 
would doubtless, in the end, have been l)f*aten offi yet it 
must have been attended with great loss to the Eiitisli ; the 
watchful cafe, therefore, of the master, Thomas Oui’tis (%ho 
served in the same capacity on board the Wilholmina, in her 
gallant action with the Psyche), which defeated the niove- 
inents of the enemy, deserves every praise, and gi*eat honour 
is due to Captain Stewart, his officers and crew. The 
lieutenants were George Downie (who was promoted), 
Thomas Bennett, and Bichai'd Glynn Yallack. The loss on 
board the Seahorse consisted of five men killed and ten 
wounded, and '^her masts were wounded, but imnuiteriaUy. 
The carnage on board the Turkish ship was awful, 170 men 
were killed and 200 wounded; and so much was the ship 
shattered that it was with difficulty she could be kept afloat. 
She however reached Malta, but, on being surveyed, was 
found to be badly put together and tmfit for the British 
navy. The Patriotic Fund voted Captain Stewart a sword, 

VOL. n. R 
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value 100 guineas. The naval medal is granted for this 
action. 

On tlio 3rd of July, while the IS-gun ship- sloop Wan- 
derer, Commander Edward Grofton, and 4-gun schooners 
Subtle and Ballahou, Lieutenants George Augustus Spearing 
and George Mills, were cruising between the islands of 
Anguille and St. Martin, intelligence was received which 
led to the despatch of Lieutenant Spearing with the boats of 
the ship and schooners, containing together 13o men, to 
land and attack the French part of the island of St. Martin’s. 
The landing was eifocted witli a trihing loss, and six guns 
were sx>iked in the lower fort ; but, oh ascending the 
lieights; which were covered with the x)iic]dy pear, to storm 
the upper l;)attery, Lientenant Spearing* was shot through 
the chest, and several of his gallant followers were killed. 
The remainder endeavoured to regain the boats, but were 
greatly outnumbered and made prisoners. The Wanderer, 
which, with the two schooners, in the meanwhile had been 
tiring at the batteries to cover the advance of the stomiing 
party, now ceased and hoisted a dag of truce. On coni- 
municatiug with the commandant, it was ascertained that 
the garrison consisted of 1)00 men, and that the detachment 
from the shi])s had in tlie whole sustained a loss of seven 
killed and thiity wounded. 

On the 1st of August, the 74-gun ship Kent, Captain 
Thetnas Bogers, and 1 0-giiu brig Wizard, Commander Abel 
Ferris, being in tlic^ Gulf of Genoa, discovered a deex)ly“ 
laden convoy at aDciior umler the i)rotection of a large gun- 
boat oil the town of Koii. The boats of the two sluj)s were 
iiumediately despatched under Lieutenants William Cash- 
man, James Lindsiiy, and Fairfax Moresby, Captain Henry 
Itea, and Lieai tenants Jolin Hanlon and Patrick Grant of the 
maiines, all of the Kent ; and Lieutenant Alexander Bis- 
sett, of the Wizai’d. The boats were boarded ; but being 
secured to the beach by chains from the mastheads, it was 


‘ Hie remains of tlie gallant young officer in command of this iinfor^ 
tiuifite attack wore delivered up, but afterwards buried on siiore with 
military honours, the French coiauiandant and paii; of the crew of 
Lieutenant Speju ing’s vessel attending tlie ceremony, w^hile the British 
vessels, as tliey lay at anchor' in Mai*igot Bay, with their colours half- 
mast, togother with the French batteries, fired minute-guns. 
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found Decesspiy to land in order to get them clear. The 
boats therefore pulled to the shore, exposed to a heavy fire 
from several guns advantageously planted, and from a large 
number of regular troo})s assembled on the beach. The 
gun~boat, mounting two heavy guns, and manned with forty- 
five men, was captured with the vessels, and the guns 
on tlie sliore destroyed. Tliis service being effected under 
cover of the Wizard’s guns, was attended with no greater 
loss than oxie seaman killed and one mortally wounded. 

On the llth of August, at 8h. 30m. A.M., the 18-gun 
sldp-sloop Comet, Commander Cuthbert F. Daly, being in 
lat. 46® north, long. 5® 4' west, cruising off the French 
coast, discovered throe s«iil in the north-east. These were 
the French 18-gun corvette Diligente and 16-gun brigs 
Espicgle and Sylplie, from DOiient bound to Martinique. 
At 9h., liaving di.scovcred the character of the strangers, 
Comnumder Daly, witlioiit hesitation, stood towards them, 
and soon affcei’wards the Diligente and lier coiisort;s tacked 
and made all sail to the norfchwai'd. At noon, the Diligente 
having outsailed the brigs, again tacked and stood to the 
southward, and the Comet continued to pursue the tw(» 
brigs. At 3h. 3()m. a.m., the Espidgle, which was the head- 
most of the two, tacked and passed to windward of the 
Comet, at the distance of a mile and a half. At fih. the 
Sylphe hoisted her colours, and commenced firing her stern- 
chasers. At 51i. 2()m., haying arrived within pistol-shot of 
the latter, the Comet opened her fire, and after a running 
action of twenty miuxxtes, the Sylplie, being much disabled, 
and liaving lost, out of a crew of ninety-eight men and boys, 
five men kiUo<i and five w’ounded, struck her colours. The 
Comet had xiot a man hurt ; but her main and mizen 
topmasts were badly wounded, and rigging and sails much 
exit. The Diligente and Espi egle made no attempt to save 
their consox:t ; but this does not detract from Commander 
Daly’s great merit in venturing to become the assailant where 
the dis})urity was so great against liim. The Sylpho, being a 
fine brig of 313 tons, was added to the Biitisli navy under 
the name of Seagull. Lieutenant James Tomldixsoii, first of 
the Comet, was very higlily spoken of in Commander Daly’s 
official letter, but was not promoted until 1810. The 
Comet’s commander received immediate advancement. Tlus 



244 


WAB WITH KUSSIA* 


is a naval modal action. The Espi^gle succeeded in rejoining 
the Diligente,, hut on the 16th was chased and captured hy 
the 38-guii ftigate Bibylle, Captain Clotworthy Upton, and 
added to the British navy under the name of Eiectra. 

England having become involved in a war with liussia, in 
consequence of the treaty of Tilsit, which united Bussia and 
Denmark in a league with France, a large force was ren~ 
dered necessary in the Baltic, and a fleet of eleven sail was 
despatched thither under the command of Vice- Admiral Sir 
James Saunmrez. More than 200 sail of transports, con- 
taining 14,000 troops, under tlxe command of Sir John 
Moore, accomjxanied the fleet ; but these were principally 
intended to assist Sweden, the ally of England, against 
Detiinark ; but not being required, they returned very 
shortly to England, 

On the 19 th of August, a Eiissian fleet of nine sail of 
the line, three 50-guii ships, and eight frigates and smalhxr 
vessels, in all twenty-four sail, under the command of Vice- 
Admiraf ITani<3koff, anchored in Hango Bay, a port of 
Swedish Finland. On the 20tli, Ilear-Admiral Sir Samuel 
Hood, in the 74-guu ship Centaur, Captain Webley, accom- 
panied by tlio Im])laeable, Captain Thomas Byani Martin, 
joined the Swe<lish squadron of seven sail of the line and 
four frigates in Oro E-oads, and on the same afternoon the 
Itussians made their appearance in tlie ofling, and anchored 
at no great distance from the roadstead, where they con- 
tinued cruising, off and on, for several days. On the 22nd 
of August four sail joine^l the Swedish squadron, wdnch then 
amounted to ele ven sail of the line ; but unfortunately more 
tlian a third of tlie crews of the ships wore on the sick list 
with the scurvy. On the 23rd, the Bussians, assuming a 
threatening attitude, stood close into Oro Beads, with a fine 
breeze from west-south-west, but again stood off without 
making any attack. 

On the 25th, at 6h. a.m., the Swedish fleet, accompanied 
])y the Centaur and Imjflacable, weighed, with a fresh breeze 
from north-east, in jjursuit of the Bxissians, which, at 9h., 
were discovered, in number twenty-three sail— Hango-Head 
bearing south-east. Having despatched one ship to Carls- 
crona with the sick, the Auglo-Swedish fleet consisted of 
t^welve sail of the line and five frigates, mounting in all 1,156 
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guBia, wliil€> tie Russian force, already described, mounted 
1,118 guns. Although there was nothing, therefore, on the 
score of comparative force to cause the Russians to decline the 
combat, they made every endeavour to escape. By 8h. p.m. 
the two British ships were five miles to windward of the 
Swedes, and at 4h. on the following morning this distance 
was doubled, the Implacable being two miles to windward of 
the Centaur, and not more than five miles from the S^^wolod, 
the stemmost sliip of the enemy. At 4h. 30m. this ship, 
commanded by Captain Roodneff, being at some distance 
astern and to leeward of her own fleet, crossed the bows of 
the Implacable on the starboard tack. At 6h. 30m. they 
again crossed on opposite tacks, and a quarter of an hour 
afterwards crossed a tliird time, when the Russian opened 
fire. At 7h. 30m., the Implacable Laving again tacked, 
ranged up alongside the Sewolod to leeward, and so vigorous 
a cannonading was kept up by the former, that in less than 
half an hour the Russian, wlio>se colours had been shot away 
and not rehoisted, ceased fii-ing, and hauled down her pen- 
dant. At this moment the Russian admiral was observed 
within two miles of tho Implacable, bearing down to the 
rescue of the Sewolod, and Sir Siimuel Hood recalled the 
Implacable, which accordingly quitted her piize, and l ejoined 
the Centaur. ''Uhe two British shii:»s then bore up for tho 
Swedish fleet, about ton miles to leeward. The Implacable’s 
loss in this smart action amounted to six men killed, Thomas 
Pickerwell, master’s mate, Nicholas Drew, captain’s clerk, 
and 24 men wounded. Captain Martin spoke in high terms 
of his first lieutenant, Augustus Baldwin. The loss of the 
Sewolod amounted to forty-three killed and eiglity wounded, 
Vice-Admiral Hanickotf, having ordered a frigate to take 
the disabled Sewolod in tow, again hauled to tlie wind, wliich 
Sir Samuel Hood ohseiwing, the Centaur and Implacable a 
second time proceeded in chase, and obliged the frigate to 
relinquish her charge. The Rixssians, however, again bore 
up to succour the Sewolod, hut a change of wind having 
taken place, enabling them to reach Rogei-swick, the body of 
the fleet bore up for that port, where the shii>s anchored 
about noon, leaving the Sewolod aground on a shoal not far 
from the entrance of the harbour. Having floated off, the 
Russian ship swang to her anchors, and, the wind moderating 
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in the afternoon, Admiral Hanickoff ordered a division of the 
boats of the fleet to proceed to the assistance of the crippled 
ship and tow her into the roads. Sir Sinnuel Hood, deter- 
mined to prevent this, bore up to endeavour to cut her off 
before the boats could reach. The boats, however, succeeded 
in taking the >Sewolod in tow, and in five minutes more the 
ship would have been safe, but at 8h. p.m. the Centaur ran 
her on board. The Centaur, having good way on, shot ahead 
of the enemy, the Sewolod’s bowspiit grazing her fore-rigging, 
as did her bows the muzzles of the British ship’s guns, which 
at the same moment were discharged with tremendous exe- 
cution. The Sewolod dropped astern of the Centaur, until 
the bowsprit of the fox'mer reached the latter’s mizeii-rigging, 
to which Sir Samuel Hood ordered it to be lashed. This was 
performed in the fiice of a continual fire of musketry, in a 
most gallant manner, by Captain Webley, the first lieute- 
nant, Paul Lawless (who was severely woimded), and Edward 
Strode, the master, with other brave men. Much valour was 
displayed on both sides, and frequent attempts at boarding 
were made ; but the deliberate fire of the Centaur’s marines, 
under Captain George Bade, and the stern-chase guns, effec- 
tually defeated the attempts of the Bussians. Sir Samuel 
Hood hoped to be able to carry off the Sewolod, while she 
was lashed to her, but the Biissians having let go an anchor, 
both ships took the ground. After half an hour’s gallant 
fighting, the Sewolod’s colours were again struck, and just at 
tins time the Implacable dropped anchor outside the two 
engaged ships, and rendered most essential service in heaving 
the Centaur off the shoal. Two of the Bussian s]ii 2 )s about 
tills time slipped, and ajipeared inclined to come to the as- 
sistance of the Sewolod; but finding the Centaur to be again 
afloat, returned to their anchorage. The prize being found 
immovable, with her hold half full of water, it became 
necessary to desti*oy her; and, after all the prisoners and 
wounded had been removed, she was set on fire and burnt to 
the water s edge. 

In this very gallant action, performed as it was in the 
sight and in defiance of a powerful enemj'', the Centaur had 
three men killed, and Lieutenant Lawless, — Morton (boat- 
swain), and twenty-five men wounded ; and the Sewolod, 
whose loss in action with the Implacable had been made 
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good by a reijufoi'cement of 100 itten froxn the Russian fleet, 
sustained by the fire of the Centaur the loss of 180 men 
killed, wounded, and missing'; makirig the total nmnber'of 
killed and wounded, in her two actions, amount to 303 : the 
total of the killed and wounded in the two British ships 
amounted to 62. The naval medal has been awarded to 
the Centaur and Implacable. 

The Russian fleet (a plan for burning which was set on 
foot, but found impracticable) was blockaded in Rogerswick 
by the British squadron, under Yicc-Admiral Bir James 
Sauinarez, till the bad w^eather rendered it dangeious to 
keep the sea, and as soon as they retired from before the j)ort, 
the Russians quitted and returned to Cronstadt for the winter. 

On the 16th of August, the 4-guii schooner Rook, Lieu- 
tenant James Lawrence, being off tlie mole of Cape >St. 
Nicholas, on her way to England witli despa-tches, was 
attacked by two French privateers, one of twelve and the 
other of ten guns, and after a very galJant resistance of one 
hour and a half, in the course of which ilxe commander was 
killed, the mate mortally wounded, and thirteen 'out of the 
remaining eighteen men mortally or severely wounded, the 
Rook surrendered. 

On the 6th of September, the 18-giui brig Recruit, Com 
mander Charles Napier, in lat. 17° 50' noitb, longitude 5S^ 
10' west, standing close-hauled on tlie stai'board tack, with 
the wind from the eastward, discovered the French corvette 
Biligerite on her Aveather quarter, steering soutli. The Re- 
cruit immediately tacked to meet tlie corvette, and, at 
7h. 30m. A. M. fired two shot at the stranger, passing to wind 
ward. At 8h. 15m. the Diligente tacked, and soon after- 
wards hoisted French colours. At 8h. 40m., the Recruit 
having tacked, again passed the Diligente, then on the 
starboard tack, and exchanged broadsides Avitliin pistol-shot, 
by which fire Commander Napier Avas Avounded, but not with 
such severity as to compel him to quit the deck. At 8h. 
40m., both vessels having again tacked, passed each other, 
firing their broadsides, after which the Diligente wore to 
rake tho Recruit ; but the latter, by bearing up, succeeded 
in bringing the Diligente to close action, and the Recruit 
continued firing her larboard broadside in return for the 
starboard guns of the enemy, until llh. 30m._, when the 
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brig’s mainmast -^yas siiot away within a few feet of the 
deck. The Diligente then backing her mizen-topsail, drop- 
ped astern, and bearing up under the stern of the Eecruit, 
raked her; she then shot ahead, and luffing round the 
Becruit’s bows, poured in a destructive broadside. The 
coiwette then ranged along the larboard beam of her an- 
tagonist, intending to repeat this manoeuvre ; but receiving 
a well-directed broadside from the Eecruit, which shot away 
her stern-boat, and caused a heavy Explosion abafb, the Dili- 
gente put her helm up, and made off before the wind. 

After repairing a few of her damages, romounting the 
carronades which had upset, and clearing the wreck of her . 
mainmast, the Eecruit bore up after the Diligente. At 2h, 
P.M., the coivette finding there was a probability of her 
being oveitaken if she confitiued to run before the wind, 
set her courses and top-gallant sails, and hauled up on the 
starboai'd tack ; and although every exertion was made on 
board the British brig by erecting a jury-mainmast, it was 
found impossible to close the Diligente, wliich by 81i. P.M. 
was lost sight of. The Eecruit in this gallant action had 
only one man killed, and Commander bTapier and Lieutenant 
Moses De Willetts wounded. Tlie Diligente reached Mar- 
tinique, and subsequently, on the surrender of that island, 
fell into the liands of the British. Being a ship of 
*371 tons, she was added to the navy under tlie name of St. 
Pierre. 

On the 6th of September, the 2 2 -gun ship Laurel, Captain 
John Clmrles Wool! combe, anived off the Isle of I'rance 
from the Cape, and shortly afterwards recaptured a Portu- 
guese ship, on board of which were some ladies belonging to 
the Isle of France, Captain Woollcombe, with praiseworthy 
gallantry, immediately sent in a boat with a flag of truce to 
the governor, General Decaen, requesting him to send out a 
vessel to take on shore the ladies with their baggage. The 
second captain of the French 40-gim frigate Oanonni^re, 
lying in Port Louis, came off on this ^service during the 
night, aii5 as he did not return until the next morning, it is 
conjectured, but we hope untruly, that the officer took 
advantage of the cireumstance in order to become acquainted 
with the size and force of the Laurel. 

On the 12th, in the afternoon, the Laurel having chased 
a vessel close under the guns of Port Louis, was standing 
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off again, ’wlaena sail was discovered on the lee bow steering 
a similar course, wliich proved to be the GanonniSre, bearing 
Commodore Bourayne's broad pendant, mounting forty-eight 
guns, with a crew of 350 men. The Laurel’s armament con- 
sisted only of twenty-two long O-pounders on the main deck, 
with six 1 8-po under carronades and two long sixes on th o 
quarter-deck and forecastle, and her crew amounted to no 
more than 144m en and boys. As tlie two vessels n eared each 
other on opposite tacks, Captain VYoollcombe directed the 
master to lay the ship close to the enemy ; which order the 
latter strictly complied with. About 6h. 30m,, as the 
Laurel, being to windward, edged away for the Canonniere’s 
starboard or weather bow, the latter wore, and being very 
slow in coming round, the Laurel was enabled to give her 
two or three raking broadsides ; but the French frigate 
haying at length got round ondhe starboard tack, discharged 
her broadside with some effect. The wind gradually died 
away, and both ships continued to engage closely until 
8h. P.M,, when the Laurel’s rigging being much damaged, 
her gaff shot away, and licr mizenmast left tottering, the 
ship, haying no chance of escape, struck her colours, having 
her master, James Douglas, six seamen (three of whom lost 
a leg), and two marines wounded. This, considering the 
duration of the action, was extraordinary, and can only be 
accounted for by the relative height of the two ships, in 
consequenee of which the shot of the Canoimiere passed 
over her low antagonist. The Canonniere had five men 
killed, and nineteen wounded. Captain Wool! combe was sub- 
sequently tried by court-martial for the loss of his ship, and 
honourably acquitted, and Captain Josias ilowley, tlie presi- 
dent, passed a very flattering encomium on the delcnco ho 
had made. 

On the 29th of Se])tember, Pointe Antigua, Giiadaloupe, 
bearing south-west, gun-brig Maria, armed with 12 car- 
X'onades, 12-|K)unders, and two long 4-pounders, with a crew of 
sixty-five men and boys, Lieutenant James Bennett com- 
mander, chased a sail steering tow^ards the land, wdiich vessel 
proved to be the French 22-gun ship D^partement des 
Laades, mounting 16 carronades, 24-pounders, and four long 
8-poundei’s on the main deck, and two brass 6-poimders on the 
quarter-deck, with a crew of 1 GO men and boys, commanded 
by Captain Eaoule. It falling calm just as the Maria got 
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witliiii gun-sKot of lier opponent, tlie bdg was iinable for a 
time to "bring her broadside to bear, while the French ship, 
being under the stern of the Maria, was enabled to open her 
fire with destructive effect. By the aid of her sweeps, the 
Maria was at length in a position to return the fire ; but the 
enemy was too strong. The Maria’s colours being shot 
away, the enemy hailed to know if she had siiTrendered 
which Lieutenant Bennett, i-ehoisting the ensign, replied 
‘‘ No,” but shortty afterwards this gallant officer received 
three grape-shot in his body, and fell beneath the colours he 
had rehoisted. The master, Joseph Dyason, continued the 
action for some minutes ; but finding the brig in a sinking 
state, and having, besides her commander, Bobert O’Donnel, 
midshipman, and four seamen killed, and nine grounded, the 
British colours, after a noble defence, were hauled down. 
The captors were under the necessity of running the brig on 
shore to prevent her from sinking under them. With refer- 
ence to the loss of the Maria, the circumstances to be 
regretted are the dcjaths of so gallant an officer as lieutenant 
Bennett, and of those who fell by his side. 

On the 1st of October, the 18-gun brig Cmiser, acting 
commander Lieutenan t Thomas Wells, being off the entrance 
to Gotten burg, fell in with about twenty sail of armed cutters, 
luggers, and row-boats, one of which, a schuyt, mounting ten 
4-poimders, and thirt)y-two ftien, was caj)tured. Lieutenant 
Wells was promoted to tlierank of coinmaiider a few weeks 
after performing tins dashing exploit. 

On the 3rd of October, the 1 8-gun brig CaTiiation, Com- 
mander Charles Marsliall Gregory, cruising to tlie eastward of 
Martinique, fell in with tlie Froncli IG -gun brig Palinure, 
Captain Jance, and after an action of an hour and a half, 
the Palinure being much disabled in her spars and sails, 
fell on board the Carnation. By this time, however, Cap- 
tain Gregory and most of the officers \^ere either killed or 
severely wounded ; and the boatswain (William Triplet) was 
the commanding officer. The French crew, emboldened by 
the absence of any endeavour to complete the victory by 
boarding, themselves boarded, and canied the Camation 
without meeting much resistance. The boatswain and about 
ten bmve fellows resolutely opposed the Frenchmen, but 
the remainder of the Carnation’s crew basely quitted their 
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quarters, and the British brig became a prize to the Palinure. 
The Carnation, out of 117 men, had her commander, Mor- 
gan TTiomas, purser, and eight men killed ; and Lieutenants 
Samuel B. Deecker and J ames Fitzmaurice severely, Anthony 
Wetherell, master (rnoidally), and twenty-seven seamen and 
marines wounded, fourteen mort^ally. The captain of the 
Palinure was confined to his cot with the yellow feverj and 
the brig was fought by Enseigne de vaisseau Huguet, who 
greatly distinguished himself on the occasion. 

On the 31st of October, at daylight, the 3 2 -gun frigate 
Circe, Captain Hugh Pigot, cruising oif Fort Boyal, Mar- 
tinique, discovered the PaKnure, under jury-masts, coming 
down before the wind, which, hauling close round the 
Diamond Bock by the aid of her sweeY>s, got under the 
protection of a battery on Pointe Salomon. The Circe 
arriving within shot, an action ensued, and in tifteeii minutes 
the Palinure, having seven men killed and eight wounded, 
hauled down her colours. The Circo liad one man killed 
and one wounded. 

On the 15th of October, the G l-gun ship Africa, Captian 
John Barrett, accompanied by the Tliunder bomb, and two 
gun-brigs, together with a convoy of 137 vessels, sailed from 
Carlscrona, and, on the 20th, the latter anchored in the 
roadstead of Malmo. At a little past noon, a flotilla of gun- 
boats was obseirved advancing to the attack of the convoy ; 
and the Africa, which, for the better security of lier charge, 
had anchored eight miles to the southward of Amag, weighed 
and stood, towards them. At Ih. p.m. the wind died entirely 
away, and twenty-five large Danish giui-boats and seven 
aniied launches, mounting in all eighty heavy long guns, and 
carrying upwards of 1,600 men, I'owed towards the Africa. 
At 2h. 50m. the gun-boats, which in the cairn were able to 
choose their own position, stationed tliemselvcs on the bo w and 
quarter of the Africa, and commenced a vigorous fire of round 
and grape ; to which galling fire the Africa could make only a 
very poor return from her bow and stern chasers, and from 
a few of her foremost guns. Twice were the Africa’s 
colours shot away, when the Danes advanced cheering to 
take possession ; but being received with much warmth, 
they returned to their places of impunity. The action 
continued until 6h. 45m., when night closing in, all firing 
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ceased ; but had dajdight continued for another hour, the 
Africa must have been sunk or captured. The Africa, in 
this most annoying contest, had h€‘r three lower masts and 
yards badly wounded, and her stancling and running rigging 
and sails nmch cut. Her quaiter-boats were completely de- 
stroyed, and the boats on her booms rendered unserviceable. 
The loss amounted to nine seamen and marines killed; 
Captain Barrett (slightly), Lieutenants of marines Thomas 
Brattle and John George Eichai’dson, one midshipman, the 
captain’s two clerks (not named in the despatch), and foity- 
se ven seamen and marines wounded. The ship was so much 
disabled, that she returned to Carlscrona to refit. 

On the 8th of October, the 3 6 -gun frigate Modcste, Cap- 
tain the Honourable George Elliot, cruising off the Sand- 
heads, in tlie Bay of Bengal, CJiptured, after a chase of nine 
hours and a running fight of fifty minutes, the French 18-gun 
corvette Jena. The Jena was perfectly unrigged before she 
’Struck, but liad no one killed or wounded. The Modcste 
was unfortu nate enough to lose her master, William Donovan 
(described as a very clever officer), killed, and one seaman 
was wounded. The prize was added to the British navy 
under the name of Yictor. 

Some regulations liaving been adopteil by the British 
government with reference to neutral vessels, the Fx*ench 
government found it necessaiy to employ their shij)s of war, 
for the purpose of conveying trooj>s, provisions, and stores, 
to their colonies. The Sylfibe, Diligente, and Espii^gle, wei*e 
thus despatched, laden almost as store-ships, and we have 
now to record a most gallant action with a fine frigate 
similarly freighted. 

On the night of the 10th of November, Captain Michael 
Seymour, in the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Amethyst, while 
off the Isle of Groix, standing in for the French coast 
on the starboard tack, with the wind at east-north-east, 
discovered a large ship on her weather quarter, coming 
down before tbe wind. Just ^before observing this ship, 
several shot were fired from the battery at Larmour, ap- 
parently at the Amethyst, but in fact at the stranger who 
was quitting port without giving the ^Drescribed notice. 
The Amethyst instantly wore to intercept the stranger, 
which was the French 40-gun frigate Thetis, Captain 
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Jacques Pin sum, from L’Oiuent, bound to Martinique, Laving 
on board troops, and 1,000 barrels of flour. The Thetis 
continuing her course, was at Oh. p.m. within a quarter of a 
mile of tlie Amethyst ; and Captain Seymour, from the 
non-observance of his signals, being by this time aware of 
the character of the chase, burnt false fires and blue lights 
to acquaint the ships in the offing, which were soon an- 
swered from the 74-guii ship Triumph, Captain Sir Thomas 
M. Hardy ; which ship bore about east-north-east, but was 
too far astern to be able to* take any *|)art in the contest. 

The Th6tis, with her pursuer on her starboard quarter, 
continued steering about west, going nine and sometimes 
ten knots under all sail; but not wisliing to be encumbered 
with imnecessiiry ca.nvass when on the eve of an action, the 
tw^o ships, at 9h. 1dm., took in their studding sails and 
royals. The Thetis, in the hope of disabling her antagonist, 
then rounded to on the starboard tack to fire her broadside; 
but this was skilfully avoided by the Amethyst, wffiich was 
thereby enabled to. range up on the starboard beam, to 
windw^ard of the French sliip, and a most spirited contest 
ensued, as the two ships again paid off with their lieads to 
tlie w^estwaixl At ffii, 40m., the Amethyst being a little in 
advanco of her opponent, the Thetis made an attempt to 
luff* across her stern, but being too near, fell on board the 
Amethyst, nmning her jib-boom bet^veen that sliip’s main 
and inizen rigging. The two ships, however, were going too 
rapidly through the ^i^ater to allow of their reinaJning long 
thus connected, and they quickly resumed their former 
positions. At a little past lOh., the Ametliyst being again 
somewhat ahead of the Thetis, Captain Seymour ordered the 
helm hard a^-starboard, and bore up athwart the bo^^^s -of the 
Tlnjtis, pouring in a heavy luking broadside, then sliifling 
the lielm, the Amethyst avoided the enemy’s return broad- 
side, and brought to on her larboard beam. 

The action then raged as before ; but ten minutes after- 
wards the British frigate’s mizeTimast fell, broke and da,- 
maged the wheel, and encumbered the quarter-deck. The 
Thetis }jad now a change of escape ; but before she was able 
to profit by this disaster of her opi)onenfc, her own mizen- 
inast fell, and the ships were again upon a par. At llh. 
the Thetis put her helm up in order to board the Amethyst, 
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The latter patiently awaited the attack, and just as the bow 
of the Thetis struck that of the Amethyst, a heaTy and well- 
directed broadside cleared her forecastle, on wdiich were 
assembled nuineroiis troops ready for the assanlt. The 
Th6tis then dropped alongside, and the fluke of the Amethyst’s 
best bower anchor hooked the foremost port of the Thetis’s 
forecastle,^ and held her fast. The action was continued 
without intermission till past midnight, during which the 
Thetis was several times set on fire. Being completely 
silenced, tlie French frigate M*as*boarded at about half-past 
121). and taken possession of. A few prisoners had been 
received from the Thetis, when the cable having been cut 
Tvhich was holding them together, the two sliips separated, 
and shortly afterwards tlie fore and main masts of the prize 
fell over the side. 

The loss of tlie two ships in this long and most skilfully 
conducted action was very severe. The fl’h^tis commenced 
the action with 436 men, including 106 soldiers, out of 
whom, she had lier captain and 134^ officers and men killed, 
and 102 wounded, — more than the half of her ship’s com- 
pany. The Amethyst had her rigging and sails cut to 
pieces, her mizenmast shot away close to the deck, fore and 
main masts badly wounded, and three feet water in her 
hold when the action ceased. Out of a crew of 201 men 
and boys, Lieutenant of marines Bernard Kendall, ten 
seamen, and eight marines were killed ; Lieutenant of 
marines Samuel John Fayne (dangerously), Bichard Gibbings, 
master’s mate (mortally) ; the boatswain, Leona.rd Taylor ; 
Lawford Miles, midshipman ; Thomas Gilson, captain’s clerk ; 
thirtyMAVo seamen, and twelve marines wounded. Total : 
twenty killed or mortally wounded, and fifty dangerously and 
.slightly w^ounded. 

The two ships were in most respects well matched. Their 
weight of metal was nominally the same, but the Tlietis 

‘ ,Tlie official account states, tliat the bower aneffior eriter|4 the fore- 
most mai?i-deck” port, which seems scarcely possible if the anchor was 
sto wed, which it in all probability was ; the forecastle port it might have 
hooked without any tUfficulty, and we have therefore adopted this 
notion. 

^ Captain Seymour’s biogi-apher in the Naval ChronicU, vol, xxi. 
states that 172 was the nuiuber killed. 
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mounted two guns more than the Amethyst. The real 
difference between English and French shot, of the same 
nominal weight, has been already shown at vol. i. p. 175. 
The first lieutenant (Goddard Bleiinerhassett) was promoted 
to the rank of commander ; and Captain Seymour, in his 
official letter, named in teims of much satisfaction, Lieute- 
nants Williaiii Hill and Edward Thomas Crouch, and the 
inasteiv Itoberfc Fair,^ whicTt latter rendered himself parti- 
cularly servictvrble. The Thetis, being a fine sliip of 1090 
tons, w'as purchased into the seiwice, and named the Brune, 
For tlris action Captain Seymour was honoured with a gold 
medal, and the silver naval medal has recently been granted 
to the vSurviving participators. 

Shortly after the action ceased, the Triumph arrived up ; 
and about twenty minutes after the Triumph, the 38-gun 
frigate Shaniion, Captain Pliilip B. V. Broke, whicli latter 
took the dismasted prize in tow. 

On the 28th of Siovember, Commander William Oopmbe, 
of the IG-gun brig Ileurcux, having obtained information 
that seven vessels, ready for sea, were lying in the harbour 
of Mahaut, Guadaloupe, resolved with his boats to endeavour 
to cut them out. I Caving a pilot for the boats, and a guide 
to conduct tlio parties intended to storm the two batteries, 
under the protection of wiiich the vessels were at anchor, 
Captain Coombe with three boats depatied on this service, 
and after rowing for six hours, the boats lay upon their oars 
to await the setting of tlie moon. At 4h. A.wr. on the 29th, 
they pushed forward ; and after some minutes of despe- 
rate fighting, Ca]}tiiiu Coombe, with nineteen men, succeeded 
in boarding and carrying a schooner of two guns and tliirty- 
iiine men. Lieutenant .Daniel Lawn*ence, assisted by Bobert 
Daly, piirser, and about forty-five men, in tlie mean time 
landed, and spiked the t^vo 24-pounders u])on the nearest 
battery, and then, proceeded and boai ded a brig.. Both the 
prizes were got underweigli ; but before they could clear the 
harbour, the Bhorc was lined with soldiery and field-pieces, 
and, grouliding, became exposed to a very sevei'o fire. Cap- 
tain Coombe was in. the act of giving orders to abandon the 
vessels, when he wa,s .struck by* a 24-p6uiid shot, and ox- 

^ Mr. Fair was made a lieutenant, and afterwards gained ttie rank of 
captain , 



256 


DESTRUCTION OF THE CIGNR 


[1808. 

clairaiDg die contented ; I die for my coiintiy !” expired. 
Lieutenant La\vi’ence, 'svlio was wounded in tlie arm, after 
abandoning the captures, succeeded at about 61i. a.m., without 
any additional loss, in retuniing to his ship. This exploit 
is distinguished as a naval medal boat action. 

On the morning of the 12th of December, the French 
16-gun brig Cigne, and two armed schooners, laden with 
provisions and stores for Martinique, were discovered at 
anchor off the Pearl Piock, by Lieutenant John Brown, of 
the brig Mornc-Fortunee, intelligence of which was imme- 
diately signalled to acting Captain Francis Augustus Collier, 
who in the 32-gun frigate Circe, was in charge of a small 
squadron, stationed between that rock and tlie town of 
St. Pierre. Captain Collier observing one of the schooners 
endeavouring to reach St. Pieire's, determined to cut her off 
if possible, and the Circe in company with the 18 -gun ship- 
sloop Stork and 16-gun brig Fipervier, Commanders George 
Le Geyt and Thomas Tudor Tucker, witli the schooner 
ExpresKS, Lieutenant William Dowers, stood in shore acoord- 
ingly. Unable to avoid the three, the schooner ran on shore 
under a four-gun battery, which was hanked by two otlmr 
batteries, and tlie vessel was further |»rotected by a paity of 
sol<Iiei‘.s who had been tracking her along shore fforn her 
anchorage near the Pearl Kock. h''he Circe, Stork, and gun- 
brig anchored witliin pistol-shot of the batteiies, and after 
a short time silencedrrthcm, and drove the troops from the 
beach. 

Before completing this service, however, Oajitain Collier, 
observing that the Ci^ie and remaining scliooner were 
landing tlieir cargoes, ordered Lieutenant Brown to remain 
by the schooner on shore, and await the arrival of the Eper- 
vier to destroy her; then making .sail, lie stood with the 
Circe, Stork, and Ex})re.ss, towards the Cigne and consort. 
These two vessels were now lying close to the rock, under 
the protection of four batteries and a considerable number 
of field-pieces and troops on the mainland. Judging it 
practicable, notwithstanding the formidable natdSre of the 
defences of the vessels, to effect their capture, the baige and 
two cutters of the Circe were placed under the command of 
Lieutenant James Crooke, with William Smithy master, 
William Collman, purser, and — Thomas, carpenter ; but the 
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of #ere^ not proce!^ to tbe 

attaick.df the Img tintxl the ghns of the Circe and Stork had 
cahsod hof fire to eladfcep. $he boats of tbo Stork^ w 
alao manned, rea<ty to co-operate at the proper time ‘with 
' the, boats of the Circe. The Circe and Stork then stood in 
to engage the batteries and vessels j but they had scarcely 
coxinhenc^ llrihgj when Lieutenant Crooke most gallantly, 
but nnadmsedly, without waiting for the Stork’s Imts or 
the issue ^f the fire of the two ships, dashed on at the 
Cigfie. The attack was most imforiunate—the boats were 
defeated with dreadful slaughter. One boat was taken, the 
secoiid sunk, and the third, in a disabled state> reached 
the glup ; but out of the sixty-eight men who bad emb^ked, 
only twelve returned. \Nine men were kilied, twenty-one 
. wounded, and twenty-six missing, being prisoners or drowned. 
Lifeptenant Crooke and Mi*. Collman were both badly 
womE|ded, the former in four places. v . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

it was by this time quite <lark, the Circe and Stork 
wl^ obliged to stand off shore ; and soon atteiwards they 
were joined by the 18-gun brig A maranthc, Commander 
Edward Pelham Bren ton. At daylight on the 13th the 
Cighe got under weigh, and, assisted by hor boats and sweeps, 
endeavoured to reach Bt. l*ieri*e’s but Captain Brentoii 
liaving gallantly volunteered his services to destiny her with 
tlie ^^maranthe, that brig was taken in tow by the boats of 
the C&cq and Stork, and every exertion made to bring her 
near tiie enemy. At lOh. a.m., the Cigne took the ground 
near several batteries to the northward of St. Pierre’s, and 
the Aiiiaraiithe, after much exeition, during which she was 
exposed to a constant fire from guns and batteries erected on 
evmy point of land available for the purpose, succeeded in 
getting tolerably close to her. The Ainaranthe’s well- 
directed fire soon compelled the crew of the Cigne to quit 
the vessel, when her boats, commanded by Lieutenant James 
Hay, in company witli those of the Circe and Stork, gal- 
lantly boarded and carried the French brig, in the face of a 
heavy fire from the batteries and troops drawn up on the 
beach. The Cigne having bilged, it was found imjiossible to 
get her oflj and she was therefore destroyed. The second 
. scliooner, being also on shore, was destroyed by the Ama- 
ranthe’s boats and the schooner Express. Joshua Jones, the 
VOL. II. s 
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master of tlie brig, was wounded on this occasioli, and one 
man belonging to the Express was killed and three wounded, 
Tims this service was at length perfarmed ; and but for the 
nnhappy rashness of Lieutenant Crooke, who, however, paid 
dearly for it, must have been effected with little or no 
casualty, instead of the lamentable loss with which it was 
attended. Captains Collier and Brenton were promoted for 
this service, and the naval medal has been awarded to all 
engaged in it. 
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On the Sth of December of the preceding year, Captain 
James Lucas Yeo, in command of a small expedition, which 
he, by permission of Hear- Admiral Sir W. Sidney Smith, 
had fitted out, consisting of the 20-gun ship Confiance, two 
Portuguese brigs, and some smidlcr vessels, liaving on board 
500 Portuguese troops, under Lieutenant-Colonel Marques, 
landed and took peaceable possession of the district of 
Oyapok, in Prench Gnyane, Having succeeded thus far, 
Captain Yoo determined to attempt the capture of Cayenne ; 
and after much hard fighting against V'ictor Hugo and his 
troops, the town surrendered on the 14th of January, 1809. 
The British, in making the conquest of this extensive terii- 
tory, sustained a loss of Lientenant of marines John Bead, 
killed, and twenty-three men wounded ; and the Portuguese, 
of one killed and eighty wounded. Since the 15th of 
December, the men landed from the Confiance had not slept 
in their beds, and for three weeks their fatigue was incessant; 
nor were their hardships lessened by the weather, which was 
throughout very inclement. The naval medal is granted for 
the taking of Cayenne, 

On the 13th of January, while the Confiance was lying at 
anchor in the harbour of Cayenne, having only twenty-five 
seamen and twenty negroes on board, and commanded by 
Mr, George Yeo, the captain’s brother (a mere lad, whose 
only officer was Edward Bryant, midshipman), the French 
4()-gun frigate Tliopaze appeared in tlie offing. The Con- 
fiance was insUuitly got underweigh by her youthful eorn- 
inanding officer, and stood out to meet the enemy; who, 
discouraged by the bold front assumed by the Britisli sloop 
of wm', hauled to the wind and made for another port, at 
which wo are about to record her capture. 

On the 1st of January, at daylight, the 10-giin brig Onyx 
(eight 18-pounder carronades and Wo long sixes, and a erW 
of seventy-five men and boys), Commander Charles Gill 

s 2 
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citiising in tlio North Sea, came in sight of a sail on the lee- 
how, standing to the southward. The stranger, which was 
the Dutch (late British) 16-gun brig Manly (twelve 18- 
poimder carronadcs and four binss sixes, with ninety-four 
men and boys), Captain W. Heneyman, hoisted her colours, 
and hove to, awaiting the attack. At 81i. A.M. the Onyx 
bore down and brought the Manly to close action ; and 
continued to engage until lOh. 30m., when the Dutch brig, 
having had five men killed and six wounded, several of her 
guns disabled, and her masts and rigging mueh damaged, 
stmck her colours. The Onyx had only three men wounded. 
Commander Gill, who obtained post rank, mentioned in his 
official letter in such .strong terms the assistance i*eceived 
from his first lieutenant, Edward Wm. Garrett, that that 
ofiicer also obtained promotion. Lieutenant William Tre- 
wren, the acting master, G. D. Louis, and the purser, 
Zaclmriah Webb, were also honourably meiitioncd. The 
Manly was restored to her station in the British navy. The 
naval medal is granted for this action. 

On the 2ud of January, the 32-gTin frigate Aimable, 
Captain Lord George Stuart, being off the Texel, chased for 
twenty -four liours and captured,^ after a running fight of a 
few minutes, the French corvette lids, of twenty-two carro- 
nades (24-pouriders) and two long 8-pounders, with a com- 
plement of 140 men, commanded by Captain Macquet. The 
Aimable had two men .slightly wounded, and the Iris two 
men killed and eight wonmled. The prize, being a fine new 
ship of 5S7 tons, was added to the British navy as a 28-guh 
ship, and named the llaiiibow. 

On the 5ih of January, at noon, latitude 39® 24' north, 
longitude 11® 41' west, the 38-gun frigate Loire, Captain 
Alexander Wilinot Sobomberg, fell in with, and at 8h. p.m., 
after a short action, captiured the French 20-giiii corvette 
Heb6, bound to St. Domingo, having on board 600 barrels of 
flour. The Heb6 mea.sured 601 tons, and was added to the 
British navy by the name of Ganymede, a beh^^^ 

already in the service. Another deck was put upon her 
and she mounted in the British service, in the whole, tliiriy- 
two guns. 

On the 22nd of January, at 7L A.M., the 18-gun ship- 
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sloop Hazard, Commander Hugh Ctuneron, cniising off' 
Guadaloupe, discovered in the a ship and a 

schooner, standing in for the land. The Hazard bore xip for 
the ship, which was the ^ 40-gun frigate Topaze, Cap- 

tain Lahalle, from Brest, bound to Cayenne, wdth 1,1Q0 
barrels of flour, but finding that port blockaded, was now ou 
her way to Guadaloupe. At 9h. a.m. the l2-poiiiider 
32-gim frigate Cleopatra, Captain Sainuel J. B. Pechell, hove 
in sight in the south-east, and about the same time the 
3 S-^gun frigate Jason, Captain William Maude, was also seen 
to the southward. The Topaze, having now no altematiye, 
ran close in shore, and at llh. a.m. anchored, with springs on 
her cable, under a small battery to the southward of Pointe 
Nome. At 4]i. 30m. p.m., the Cleopatra being within muskel- 
shpt of the frigate, and about 200 yards from the shore, the 
Toj)aze opened her lire. The Cleopatra having anchored on 
the enemy’s starboard bow, returned her opponent’s fire, and 
in a short time having shot away the outer spiing of the 
Topaze, that ship tailed in shore, having her head towai’ds 
the Cleopatra, who raked Ijer with considerable eiicct. About 
forty minutes after the commencement of the action, the 
Jason and Hazard arrived up ; the frigate anchoring on the 
starboard quarter of the Topaze, whilst the Hazard engaged 
the battery. Thus assailed, the French frigate, having no 
chance of escape, at 5h. 20m. p.ar., hauled down her c?olours. 
The Cleopatra, which alone sxistained any loss, had two men 
killed and one wounded ; her damages were chiefly confined 
to her rigging. The Topaze, out of 430 men, had twelve killed 
and foxirteen wounded. Tlie prize (the same ship which 
captured the Blanche) was added to the British navy as an 
18-pounder 3 8-guii frigate, and named the Alcm5ne, a Topaze 
being already in the sendee. 

On the 8th of February, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Amphion, Captain William Hoste, and 18~gun brig Exjdwing, 
Cominander Edward A. Down, under cover of the fire of the 
two sbips^ landed on the island of Melita, and destroyed two 
warehouses aiid brought off tlrree guns, although the place 
was defended by upwards of 400 French troops. The boats 
were commanded by Lieutenant Charles G. il. Phillott, 

On the loth of February, the French 18-pounder 40-gun 
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frigate Jimoiij Captain Bouaseau, wm chased off the Virgin 
Islands by the 1 0-guii brigs Asp and Siip^nieure (the lat^^ 
with only four guns mounted), Commanders Kobert Preston 
and William Feme. The Asp was soon left far astern, but 
the Superieiixe continued with the most persevering gallantry 
to follow the enemy. In tlie course of the day, the 38-gun 
frigates Latona and Horatio, Captains Hugh Pigot and 
George Scott, joined in the pursuit, and the Horatio succeeded 
in getting alongside of and engaging the enemy. Sub- 
sequently the 18-giin corvette Biiver, Commander Charles 
Olaridge, aided in the chase and running fight, , and the 
Junon at length surrendered to her united foes. The con- 
.spicuous conduct of Commander Ferrie in the Superieure 
lias lately been acknowledged by the grant of the naval 
me<lal to those engaged in that brig. 

The Horatio had George Giinter, midshipman, and six 
seamen killed ; and Captain Scott, Lieutenant Manly Hall 
Dixon, Andrew Lock, boatswain, and fourteen seamen badly, 
and Lieutenant of marines Bichard Blakeney, Bobex’t King, 
master\s mate, and seven men slightly wounded. The Latona, 
not having been able to get close to the enemy, had only one 
midshipman, Jolin Iloope, and five men slightly wounded, 
and on board the Driver one Tiian only was wounded ; 
making the total loss seven killed and thirty-three wounded. 
The Junon’s loss, out of a crew’ of 323 men, amounted to 
130 in killed and wounded : a tolerable ];)roof that the ship 
was not given away. There is no doubt that the principal, 
if not the whole of tliis loss, was caused by the Horatio’s 
fir<3 ; and, indeed, the LVench commanding officer refused to 
deliver up his sword except to Captain Scott. The Junon’s 
foremast fell soon after she had suri’endered, and her damages 
wwe very extensive. Being . nearly a new ship, she was 
added to the British navy under the same name. Lieutenant 
Dixon, senior of the Horatio, was promoted to the rank of 
commander, and the naval medal has been granted for that 
ship also. 

On the 14th of February, the 38 -otti frigate Belle Poule, 
Captain James Brisbane, chased the French frigate-built 
2G-gun store-ship Yar, and drove her for protection under 
the fortress of Velona, in the island of Corfu. On the 15th 
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the Var was attacked at her anchorage, and after a slight 
resistance hauled down her colours, the crew escaping to the 
shore. The prize ineasured 7?D tons, and, under the naino 
of Ohichester, was added to the British navy. 

On the night of the 28th of Eebruaiy, the British 
12-pounder 32*-gun frigate Proser{>ine, Captain Charles Otter, 
watching the French fleet in Toulon, was captured by four 
frigates, after a most gallant resistance and using every 
practicable means of escape. Out of 211 men and boys, 
which comprised at the time the crew of the British frigate, 
she had one seaman killed and ten wounded, one mortally. 

On the 24th of February, Martinique was surrendered to 
the vindermontioned British force : — 

Guns. Ships. 

( Rear-Adm. Hon. Sir Alex. Inglis Cochrane, 

98 Neptune , . < K.B. (red) 

( Captain Tliomas F. Pinto 
' Ponip6e . . Commodore George Cockburn 
(Mi I York .... Captain Robert Barton 
* ^ i BeUeisle . . „ William Charles Fahie 

[ Captain .. ,, James Atholl Wood 

64 Intrepid .. ,, C. J. W. Neshara. 

Frigates, &o. — ^Acasta, P. Beaver ; Penelope, John 3Dick ; Ethalion, 
Thos. Cochrane ; yEolus, Lord Wni. Fitzroy ; Circe, F. A. Collier ; 
Ulysses, Edw. Woolcombe ; Cleopatra, S. J, B. Pcchell ; Gloire, James 
Carthew ; Eurydice, James Bradshaw. Sloops, &c. — Cherub, T. T, 
lacker ; Fawn, Hon. Geo, A. Crofton ; Goree, Com. R. Spear ; 
Pelorus, Thos. Huskisson ; Star, Wm. Paterson ; Stork, G. Le Geyt ; 

. Ainaranthe, E. P. Brenton ; Demerara, W. Dowers ; Eclair, G. J. 
Evelyn; Forester, John Richards; Frolic, T. Wliinyates ; Liberty, 
John Coode; Pultusk, Geo. Pringle; Recruit, Chas. Napier ; Wol- 
verine, John Simpson ; Snap, J. P, Stewart ; Express, Wm. Malone ; 
Haughty, John Mitchell; Swinger, Fras. Bligh ; Mosarabique, Wm. 
Atkins ; Port d’Espagne, David Ke.nuedy ; Surinam, John I^ake ; 
Ringdove, Geo. Andrews ; Bellette, Geo. Saunders; Bacchus, C. I). 
Jeremy ; Subtle, Chas. Browm 

To the above was added a fleet of ti’an.sporta, containing 
about 10,000 troops, commanded by Lieutonant-Geneml 
Beckwith. Six seamen were killed and nineteen wounded 
while seiving on shore with the military. The naval medal 
is granted for all the abovenamed aliips. 

On the . 24th of February, a British squadron, consisting of 
tho following— 
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Ouns. / Ships. 

I Ccesar , . . , 

j Defiance . 

( Donegal . 
38 Amelia . , 


{ Eear-Adm. Hon. Robert Sfcoi>ford (blue) 
( Captain Chariea Richardson 
„ Henry Hotham 

„ Peter He3rwood (acting) 

„ Hon. Frederick P. Irby 


drov^e on shore and destroyed, under the powerful batteries of 
the town of Sable d’Olonne, the three French 4 0-gim frigates 
Italienne, Clalypso, and Cybele. The Defiance and Donegal 
alone sustained any loss, the former having had two inert 
killed and twenty-five wounded, and the latter one killed and 
six wounded j bub all the ships suffered materially in masts 
and yards by tlie fire of the batteries. The loss sustained 
by the fiigates amounted in the whole to twenty-four killed 
and fifty-one wounded. In the previous cha^ of the French, 
frigates, the Amelia was distinguished. 

After performing this important service, Rear-Admiral 
Stopford returned to his station ofi‘ the Chasseron light- 
house, and discovered at anchor in Basque Roads ^ the 


‘ Previously to the^ Basque Roads affair, Captain Lucius Hardy- 
inaiij in the Daicorii/ had corainand of the in -shore squadron. The 
French, in order to drive away such an obstructiori to their coasting 
trade, commenced erecting mortar batteries, which induced the first 
lieutcTiant of the Unicorn (Samuel Roberts) to volunteer to go in and 
destroy the enemy’s work. s, although it was well known tbafc a number 
of troops and four gun-boats were employed protecting the engineers. 
The Ixjats of the squadron were signalled to rendezvous at the point of 
attack ; but by mistake all took the wrong direction, and proceeded in 
ibr Oleron Ijiglithouse. With the Unicorn’s boats alone, Roberts 
pushed on, expecting to be joined by the others. On amving at the' 
point, he found nine instead of four gun- boats drawn up in line al)reast. 
To have boarded would have been madness ; but a retreat was not 
relishable, and the boats drew up within pistol-sliot of the enemy, 
waiting the arrival of reinforcements ; neither party fired, and the 
suspense was borne for a quarter of an hour, when, finding no succour 
at hand, the launch opened fire from her carronade, and the gun-boats 
a fire of mqaketry. The French gun-boats, each armed with a long gun 
in the bow, and swivels at their gun-wale<?, and full of soldiers, returiied 
the fire with interest; and a retreat was inevitable, but Roberts efiected 
this with great skill and bravery. The launch being towed by the other 
boats, kept up a smart fire, which prevented the gun -boats from board- 
ing ; and in this manner a running fight took place, a^d continued until 
within a mile of the Unicorn. Lieutenant Hamilton’s head w'as carried 
off by a cannon-shot, and one of the barge’s crew (the barge cqnimanded 
by T. L. P, Laugharne, mate), killed ; several men were wounded, — 
MunhalL 
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Guns. Ships. 

Guns. 

120 Oc^an 


i Foudroyant 


^^)Yarsovie 

74 . 

j Tourville 


74 ] Jean Bart 

V 

( Tonnerre 

50 


following sHp% wl4oli were commanded by Rear-Admiral 
Wilianmez - 

Ships. 

Aquilon 
B^gulus 
Ckissard 
Jemappes 
Patriote 

Calcutta {flMc) - 
40-gtm fTigatcjj Pallas and Hortense. 

On the 26tb5 in moving this squadron to Aix Roads, the 
Jean Bart got on the Palles Shoal and was totally wreekod. 

On the 25tli of February, Rear-Admiral Stopford was 
joined by Captain Beresford in the 74-gnri ship Theseus, 
with the Revenge, Hero, Triumph, and Valiant, Captains 
Hon. Charles Paget, James Newman Newman, Sir Thomas 
Mastennan Hardy, and Alexander Rol)^^^ Kerr. AVitli the 
before-named eight sail of the line, and the frigates Amelia, 
Amethyst, Naiad, and Emerald, Captains Irby, Seymour, 
Thomas i)undas, and Maitland, and 18-gim, sloop Dotterel, 
Commander Anthony Abdy, Rear-Admii’al Stopford con- 
tinued blockading the above force until the 7 th of Mfunidi, 
when Admiral Lord Gambier arrived and took the command. 
Some changes and additions having taken place, it will be as 
well to give a complete list of the Britisli slups assembled in 
Basque Roads on the 17 th of March : — 

Ships. 

i Adm. Lord Gambier (blue) 

Caj)tairi Sir Harry Neale, Bart. 

„ William Bedford 
Rear-Adm. Hon. Robt. Stopford v>lue^ 
Captain Charles Ricliardsoii * 

Gibraltar ...... „ Henry L. Ball 

Hero ,, James N. Newman 

Donegal „ Pulteney Malcolm 

Resolution ... „ George Burl ton 

Theseus.. .. . John P. Beresford 

Illustrious .... ,, William R. Broughton 

VaBant . . ... .... „ John Bligh 

Belloua ........ „ Stair Douglas 

Revenge . .... . „ Alexander Robert Kerr 

On the I9th Lord Gambier received an intimation from 
the Admiralty that an attempt was to be made to destroy 


Gtms. 

120 

80 


Csesar 


74 
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the enemy’s fleet by fire-ships^ and that twelve transports 
would be fitted for that purpose aiid sent to him, together 
with several bomb-vessels. Oaptadn Lord Cochrane, who had 
just arrived at Plymouth fi'om the Mediterranean, w 
appointed to conduct the expedition, under the orders of 
Lord Oambier ; and on the 3rd of April, in the Impcrieuse> 
joined the fleet in Basque Roads. Some delay taking place 
in the anival of fire-ships, eight transports were selected for 
tins purpose, and the cargoes of three captured chmse-'fnarees^ 
consisting of tar and resin, applied to this use. The Mediator 
store-ship was also fitted as a fire-ship ; and three explosion- 
vessels, of a most destructive nature, were equipped under 
the immediate inspection of Lord Cochrane. Between the 
Gth and the 12 th, the JKtna and fire-ships, and a transport 
laden with Congreve rockets, and having Mr. Congreve on 
board, arrived ; when the fiigatcs and snudler vessels now 
with the fleet w^ere as follow : — 


Guns 

38 

!. Ships, 

j Indefatigable . . . , 

. Captain John Tremaine Rodd 

( Imp^rieuse 


Lor«l Cochrane 


[ Aigle 


Geoi’ge Wolfe 

36 

Emerald 


Fred. Lewis Maitland 


Unicorn 

• >» 

Lucius Hardymaii 

32 

J Pallas . . ........ 

• ► n 

Geo. Fran. Seymour 

{ Mediator {fiUtt ) . . , 

• » 

James AVooldridge 

1 

[ Beagle 

• *3 

Francis Newcombo 


j Dotterel 

. Com. 

Anthony Abdy 

1 

( Foxhound 

• 33 

Pitt Buniaby Greene 

10 

SLyra 

• 33 

William Bevians 

1 Kedpole 

Thunder 

• 33 

John Joyce 

Bombs j 

• 33 

James Caulfield 

1 

• >3 

William Godfrey 

14 

Insolent 

. Lieut. 

John How Morris 

■ ■* 

Encounter ....... 

• 33 

J ames ITugh Talbot 


Conflict 

* 33 . 

Joseph B. Batt 

12- 

Contest 

• 33 

John Gregory 

Martial 

* 33 

William Walker 


Fervent 

• 33 

J ohn Edward Hare 


^Growler ......... 

* 33 

Richard Crossman 


S(jhooner Wliiting, Lieutenant Henry Wildey. Hired armed ciitters 
Nimrod and King George, Mates Edward Tapley and Thomas 
Mekeek. . ' V ' 

The French fleet was now commanded by Tice-Admiral 
Allemand, who anchored the ships in a double line with their 
heads to the north-east. The vaii ship of the outer line bore 
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due south of the battery on the southern point of the Isle 
d’AiXj and was distant from it 640 yards. The two lines 
were about 250 yards distant from each other, and 170 yards 
between the ships of their own line. At about 700 yards in 
advance of the outer or northernmost line were the three 
frigates Pallas, Hortense, and ladiemie. 

The following elucidation of the positions occupied by the 
ships may be serviceable 

Indientie. Hortenae. Pallaa. 

Foudroyant. y Oc^an. Ilegalus. Casaard. Calcutta. 

Tounerre. Patriote. Jemappes. Aquiloii. Tourville. Elbe. 

At the distance of 110 yards in front of the line of 
frigates, a boom half a mile in length, composed of the 
largest cables, wliich were floated by buoys, was thrown 
across the channel leading from Basque Eoads to the anchor- 
age of Aix, and moored hy the heaviest anchors to be 
procured, having its northern extremity wdthiii 100 yards of 
the rocks, which hiy off the southern, end of Aix. The 
line-of-battle shi[)s were so moomd that the broadside of 
each bore upon the boom. We here insert a sketch of the 
scene of warfare. 
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Tlie batteries protecting the anchorage mounted upwards 
of thirty guns (36-pounders), and several mortars/ 
French ships were fully prepared for the threateived attack, 
and a large number of boats and armed launches assembled 
near the boom evexy night to be ready to tow away the fire- 
ships and to protect the boom. The sliips were all lying with 
their topgallant-masts on deck, topmasts struck, and .sails 
unbent. 

On the 1 1th of April the Impcrieuse anchored near the 
Boyart shoal, and the Aigle, Unicorn, and Pallas a short disr 
tance to the noi'th-west of the Impcrieuse, to be in readiness 
to receive the crews of the fire-ships on their retuni, and 
support the boats of tlie fleet appointed to accompany the 
fire-ships. The Whiting, King George, and Nimrod> which 
had been fitted for thromng Gongr'evc rockets, also took up 
a position near the slum]. The yKtna was placed near the 
north-west of Aix, covered by the Indefatigable and ITox- 
hoimd. The Emerald, Beagle, Dotterel, Conflict, and 
Growler were stationed at the east end of the island, to 
create a diversion, and the Kedpole and Lyra, with ligpts 
lioisfced which were screened from the enemy’s view, were 
stationed one near the shoal ab tlie north-west of the island, 
and the other close to the Boyart shoal, to direct the fire- 
vessels in their course to the attack. Tlie line-of-battlo 
sliips were in Basque lioads, about seven miles from the 
French fleet. 

About 8h, 30m, p.m., the night being ver}'- dark, the wind 
blowing strong from north-west, and the tide running two 
and a half miles an hour, the IVIediator and other fire-vessels 
cut their cables and made sail. One of the explosion-vessels 
was swept from the stern of the Iinperieuse by an early 
abandoned fire-ship ; but the remaining two — one conducted 
by Lord Coclnane in person, assisted by Lieutenant Willitim 
Bissoll and four seamen — proceeded towards the Isle of Aix, 
and when within three-quarters of a mile of the French Ime 
were ignited. Each vessel containing 1,500 barrels of powder 
started into punebeons up-headed, and secured together by 
cables passed round them, and Jammed together with wedges, 
haying moistened sand rammed down between them, and on 
the top of this mass of gunpowder lay more thaii 300 live 
shells and many thousand hand-grenades. 
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Many of the fire-ships were ignited and abandoned too 
early, but others were admirably conducted, and especially 
the Mediator, This ship^ moving rapidly by the strength of 
the wind, and a tide running nearly lour knots, broke the 
boom, tmd opened a clear passage for her followers. So 
detcrinined was her gallant captain to do the work efiectually, 
that himself and his crew were neatly falling saeiifices to 
his perseverance. The gunner, James Segges, was killed ; 
and Oaptain Wooldridge, Lieutenants Nicholas B. Clements 
and James Pearl, and one seaman were blown out of the 
ship I they were picked up, the three latter slightly, but 
Oaptain Wooldridge severely scorched. On board the other 
fire-ships two seamen were killed belonging to the Ctesar ; 
and acting Lieutenant William Flintoft and one seaman 
(lied from fatigue in the boat. Masters’ mates Richard 
Francis Jewers and John Conyers, of the Gibraltar, were 
both severely scorched by powder. Among those who 
waited the proper time before setting lire to the trains of 
their vessels were Captains Wooldridge (above mentioned), 
Newcombe, of the Beagle, and Joyce, of the Redpole ; and 
Lieutenant J ohn Cookesley, of the Gibraltar : all of whom 
were exposed to imminent danger in their endeavours to 
regain the advanced .frigates, having to ] mil agfiinst a strong 
tide and heavy head-sea, exposed to the fire of the enemy 
and flight of the Congreve rockets, which took eveiy direction. 
The boats of the fleet, under direction of Rear-Admiral 
Stopford, had been ordered to support the fire-ships, and 
were assembled alongside the Csesar for that purpose ; but, 
in conse(pxe;nce of the boisterous state of the weather, the 
fear-admirai did not think it expedient to proceed with 
them. The sky soon became illumined by the glare of so 
many buiming objects ; the flashes of the guns from the 
forts and enemy’s ships, the flights of shells and rockets 
from the fire-vessels, consjnred to foi*m a scene of the most 
awfully grand description. At the commencement of the 
attack, the wind was so strong that the explosions of the 
fire-x’^essels were not heal’d on board the British fleet ; but 
the efiect of the heavy firing after a time lulled it con- 
siderably. 

At about 9h. 30m. one of the fire-vessels exploded close 
to the boom, about, 120 yards fi’om the Jndienne, and ten 
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minutes afterwards a second, nrncli closer to her, blew np- 
At 9h. 45m, the Mediator broke throtigli the boom, and 
became a targejb for the French ships ; and the frigates in 
advance cut their cables and made sail. The Hortehso 
passed to windward of some of the hre-sdiips, into which she 
discharged several broadsides, -after which she ran down with 
her consorts to the rear of the line-of-battle ships. A fire- 
vessel fouled the B%ulus, and remained attached for a quar- 
ter of an hour, but the ship escaped without inaterial injury. 
The Ocean cut to avoid a fire-ship, but while aground the 
fire-ship grappled her, and in this situation the Tonnerre and 
Patriote also got entangled. By great exertion the iii*e- 
vessel was boomed ofi* but more than fifty men were lost in 
effecting it. Such w^as the terror inspired by the approach 
of the fiaming vessels, that every French sliip, except the 
Fouclroyant, cut or slipped their cables. Tlie Cassard, how- 
ever, brought up again ; but at midnight thirteen French 
ships Avere aground, and at daylight on the 12th their 
situations are tlius described : — Ocean on the mud, about 
half a mile south-east of her former anchorage ; Yarsovie 
and Aqmloii, about oOO yards south-west of the Ocean, on a 
bed of rocks called the Oharenton. Near to these were the 
R^gulus and Jernappes. The Tonnerre was aground on a 
sand-bank, 200 yards to the eastward of the rock of Pontra, 
and between the islets of Madame and Enet. This ship 
since 2 h, a.m. had thrown all her guns, except ten 36- 
pounders, overboard, and had cut away her mainmast ; but 
had already bilged. Close to the wreck of the Jean Bart, 
on the extremity of the Palles, lay the Calcutta, Tlie 
Patriote and Toiirville were on the mud on the north side of 
Madame, near the channel of the Charente. Tlie Indienne lay 
about three-quaitcrs of a mile to the eastward of the Ocean, 
upon the mud off Enet. The frigates Ilortense and Elbe 
were on the Fontenelles, and the Pallas upon the mud near 
the entiunce of the Chareiite. All the grounded ships, 
especially those on the Palles, were upon the heel, and most 
of them appealed in a very desperate situatipn. 

The falling of the tide obliged the linperieuse at ' daylight 
to weigh and stand out ; Lord Ooelirane them made the fol- 
lowing telegraphic .signals to the Caledonia, lying in Basque 
Roads. At fill. 48m ; Half the fleet can do.stroy the 
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enemy.; seven on shore.” At 6L 40m. : “Eleven on shore,” 
At 7h, 40m. : “ Only two afloat.” At 9h. 30m, : “ Enemy 
preparing to heave ofil” As soon as the tide served, the 
Iinp6riense re-anchored close to the Boyart shoal, the south 
end of Me d’Aix bearing about south-east. 

At 9h. 30m. Lord Gambier tdegraphed to the fleet : 
“Prepare with sheet and spare cables out of stern ports, 
and springs ready,” At 9h. 3om. the signal was made to 
weigh, and tor the captain of each ship to repair on board 
the Caledonia. At lOh. the captains returned to their re- 
spective ships, which, at lOh. 45ni., with a light air of wind 
from the noith-west, weighed.* At llh. 30m. the fleet 
re-anchored at the distance of three miles from Isle dAix, 
and about six miles from the grounded ships. The Valiant, 
Bellona, and Kevengc, with the frigates and sloops, w;ere 
tlien ordered to anchor as close as possible to the Boyart 
shoal, to be ready to su]>porfc the bomb-vessel and gun-brigs 
in bombarding the enemy’s sliips. Observing this move- 
ment, the Foudroyant and Cassard cut their cables and 
made sail for the Oharente ; but both ships ran aground near 
the castle and a little to the soiithward of Point Fouras. 
As the flood-rtide made, all the ships that had grounded 
righted, and their crews were using eveiy exertion to get 
them again into deep water. 

Lord Cochrane observing that tbe enemy’s sliips were, 
one by one, getting afloat, and that the Calcutta, Varsovie, 
and A(][uilon, which lay in the most eligible positions for an 
attack, were carrying out anchors, unwilling to lose the 
reward of his preceding night’s successful labours, got under- 
weigh in the Imporieuse, and, without waiting for orders, 
dropped down witli the tide towards the enemy. At Ih. 
30m. P.M. Lord Cochrane ordered sail to be made and to 
steer for the grounded ships on the Palles. His lordship 
then made the signal 405 to the admiral, The enemy’s 
ships are getting tuider sail und ten minutes after wai*ds, 
378, “ The enemy is superior to the chasing ship.” At Ih. 
4e5m. No. 364, “ The ship is in distress and requires imme- 
diate assistance.” The intention of these signals was ob- 
viously to induce Lcu’d Gambier to order some of the sliips 
near hbn to the assistance of the Imperieuse, thus smgle- 
Ixanded advancing upon the enemy. 
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At 2h. p.M. the frigate anchored near the Pal^s shoal 
in five fathoms, and having brought her broadside, by means 
of springs, to bear upon the Calcutta^s starboard quarter, 
commenced firing on that ship, and occasionally with her 
bow and forecastle guns at the Yarsovie and Aquilon. 
Lord Cochrane perceiving that the shot from the carronades 
of the Insolent, Growler, and Gonfiict, which had follo^ved 
him, fell short of the Imperieuse, directed some of the 
frigate’s main-deck guns to be fired at or near to them. 
The hint answered the purpose, and the brigs took a nearer 
position, but still remained outside the Imperieuse. About 
this time the Jemappes, Patriote, and B.('gulus succeeded in 
heaving ofiT the bank ; but grounded again on the mud at 
the entrance of the Charente. It was then high water, and the 
Ocean was afloat ; but this ship also groinided again, about 
700 yai-ds nearer the channel of the river. 

At a little past 2h. Lord Gambier made the Indefatiga- 
ble’s signal to wt^igli, and shortly afleiwards the remaining 
fiigates and smaller vessels were ordered to proceed to the 
assistance of the Imperieuse, At about 2h. 30m. the Yaliant 
and Kevenge also got undeiweigh, and proceeded towards 
the scene of action. At 3h. 20m., on the near approach of 
the Indefatigable and other ships, the Calcutta ceased firing ; 
and, as tlie crew w^ere observed abandoning her, Ijord 
Cochrane seDt a midshipman alongside to take possession. 
Ten minutes afterwards the Indefatigable anchored on the 
inner and starboard quarter of the Imperieuse, and directed 
her lire at the Calcutta ; but, being bailed by Lord Coclirane 
and infonned that tlie ship liad already surrendered, her guns 
weve turned upon the Yarsovie and Aquilon. The Aigle, 
Emerald, and IJnicoim took their stations ahead of the 
Indefatigable. In a short time the Pallas brought up ahead 
of the other frigates, the Yaliant close astern of the Inde* 
latigable, and the Bevenge about 7 00 yards to the north- 
east of the Impeiieuse. The British squadron, thus formed 
in a crescent, opened a heavy and destructive fire on the 
Yarsovie^ and Aquilon, both of wliich, at 5h. 30in., gave 

’ Lieutonant Samuel Roberts, of the Unicorn, distinguished liimself 
in the following manner At intervals, as the smoke cleared away, 
Gaptaiti Bardyuian observed the crew on board the Varsovie endeavouring 
tO 'Sti'ikc the colours, entangled at the mizen-peak. The XJnioom's fire 



token of snbini^ion by sbeivin|r an Englisih tiiiion-Jaok in 
the nai 2 ien chains* About this time the Theseus anchored 
between the Bevenge and Taliaa At 6h. the Tonnertej 
lying just out of range of the Bevenge, %Jis set on fee 
by her feew, all of whom landed safely on Isle Madame ; 
and at 7hv 30m* that ship blew up. The Calcutta Was set 
on fee by a midshipman of the Imp^rieuse, and at 8h. 40m. 
this ship^ havmg a quantity of powder and ordiiahce stores 
in her hokh biew up with a tremendous explosion. 

The were the only IMtish ships 

which susbiiined any loss in attacking the grounded ships. 
The Bevenge had two marines killed, and Lieutenant 
James Garland, five seamen, and nine marines wounded* 
The ship was hulled in several places, and her ligging and 
sails w'-ere much cut. The Imperieuse suffered in lier sails 
and riggings and had three seamen killed; Assistant Sur- 
geori Gilbeit, Mark Marsden, purser, seven seamen, and two 
marines wounded. It is remarkable, that although the bat- 
teries of Aix and 01 cron kept up a constant fire of shot 
and shells, and the wind was so light that the piogress of 
ships under all sail did not exceed two knots an hour, 
the Bevenge and Indefatigable were the only Biitish ships 
of the fourteen engaged that suffered at all from them. 

The caj)tain of the Aquilon was killed by the side of Lord 
Cochrane in. the boat of the Imperieuse, by a shot from the 
guns of the burning Tomierre. The Ya-i'sovie had upwards 
of 100 men killed and wounded ; but the Aquiloii’s loss was 
slight, owing to the precaution of her captain, who directed 
her crew to lie down wlmn he found that he could not return 
the enemy’s fee. 

As the Oc4an, Cassard, Begulus, Jemappes, Tourville, and 
Indienne were all lying aground at the entrance of the 
Charente, three ti-anspoHs were hastily converted into fire- 
ships, and at 5h. 30ru p,m. Bear- Admiral Stopford got 

ceased, hut the other fiigates continued their fire, Roberts pushed oif 
in the gig, boarded the ship through a lower-deck port, and, accompanied 
by John Newton, the coxswain, made his way (although the crew were 
still at quarters) to the poop. Finding an English jack lying among 
other flags, of killed and wounded, he sent the cox- 

Swaih; to the.mizen^opmast-head with the firing 

immediately ceased, and the Frenoh captain and his officers delivered up 
their swpr<L to Lkmtenaut 
■ vbn.' it.. ' " — t: 
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iiMerweigH^^w^^ the Cso^sar, accompaid bj the three fire- 
ships and the launches of the fleet, fitted to throw Congreye 
rockets, and stood towards Aix Roads, receiving from the 
batteries of Aix and Oleron a passing but inefiectuaJ fire* 
At 7h. 40m. the Caesar took the ground on the 
extremity of the Boyart shoal. The Valiant had grounded 
half an hour previously, and, as the tide was ebbing at the 
time, these ships did not float again until lOh 30m. r.M. 
The Revenge found out a safe anchorage in five and a 
quarter fathoms water at the lowest ebb, where there was 
room for six sail of the line, and it was in endeavouring to 
reach tliis anchorage that the Valiant grounded. The Inde- 
fatigable and Impdrieuse also grounded, but got off again 
without damage. About 8h. all the remaining frigates and 
brigs, except the Impcrieuse, weighed and anchored along 
with the Revenge in the Mamusson passage. 

At 2h. A.M. on the 13th, the wind shifted to south-west, 
of which Rear-Admiral Stopford determined to take ad- 
vantage, and return from a position where his ships were 
environed witli shoals, and prevented from acting with effect. 
Accordingly the Cfcsar weighed, and at 4h. a.m. anchored in 
Little Basque Roads. The rear-admiral committed the di- 
rection of the fire-ships to Captain Bligh ; but, owing to 
the state of the wind and weather, nothing could be done 
with them at that time. The Aquilon and Varsovie, in 
possession of the British, being considered immovable, were 
set on fire. In the darkneas and confusion these burning 
ships were taken for British fire-ships, and many ships com- 
menced firing upon them ; the captain of the Tourville was 
so alarmed by them, that he abandoiKid the ship after set- 
ting her on fire in two places. At daylight, however, 
Captain Lacaille perceiving his mistake, and that the slii]) 
had not suffered by his own rashness, and that the British 
ships were on their return to the Basque Roads, ventured 
back to his ship with about 250 men. 

At 5h. A-Mt. the Valiant, Theseus, Revenge, Indefatigable, 
Aigle, Unicom, and Emerald, weighed by signal frorn the 
Cajsar. Wliale the Impcrieuse was passing the Indefati- 
gable, Lord Cochrane proposed to Captain Rodd, that if the 
Indefiitigable would go on one quarter of the Ocean, he in 
the Imjjerieuse woadd take the other. This Captain Rodd 
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declined, alleging as his reason, that he shoujd not be 
j ustified in acting ■without orders, in the presence of two 
senior officers, Captains Biigh and Beresford* At 6h. SOm. 
the Impeiieuse and Fallas, the latter hy. direction of Lord 
Cochrane, anchored together with the Beagle and gun-brigs 
in the Mamusson passage, and as soon as the tide served, 
the brigs and bomb-vessels were directed by Lord Cochrane 
to stand in shore, and attack the nearest ship aground at the 
entrance of the Charente, intending to follow with the 
frigates as soon as the rising of the tide would permit him. 
At llh. the Beagle, Ailtna, Fervent, Growler, Conflict, Con- 
test, and Encounter, with the rocket cutters Nimrod and 
King George, came to anchor and commenced firing upon 
the Ocean, Regulus, and Indienne. The Beagle, in the most 
gallant manner, took a position upon the three-decker’s 
(Quarter, and continued to ply her guns for five hours ; but 
unfortunately the strength of the wind and tide prevented 
the two frigates from co-operating. The .z^5tna split her 
13-mch moi'tar, and at 4h. p.m. the filling tide rendered it 
necessjiry for the Beagle and gun-brigs, as well as for the 
bomb, to return to their former anchorage, exposed in their 
retreat to a heavy fhe from the batteries. The Ocean was 
the principal object of attack, but the Begulus, . Indienne, 
Toiirville, Cassard, and Jemappes, had some share in the 
engagement. 

On the 14:th, at 2h. 30m. a.m., the Tourville got afloat, 
and entered the Charente, but soon afterwards ran on shore 
near Fouras. The Ocean having also floated, again grounded 
near the Tourville } but the Fatriote, Hortense, Elbe, and 
Fallas got ofi’ and ascended the Charent^ beyond the reach 
of attack. At 91i. a.m. the Imptlrieuse was recalled by signal 
from the admiral, and Lord Cochrane was superseded in the 
command of the Aix flotilla by Captffin Wolfe, of the Aigle. 
At 4h. 30m.' P.M. the Imperieuse weighed accordingly, and 
stood towards Basque Roads, and on the next day sailed for 
England, having on board Captain Sir Harry Neale, with 
Lord Gambier s despatches. 

The Ocean ha-ving thrown overboard nearly half her guns, 
was after much labour forced tbrough the mud, to the dis- 
tance of 500 yards, and eventually anchored off Fointe des 
Barques. The Cassard was also got off, and reached a place 
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of safety ; but, on tbe 15tli, the Foudroyant, Regnlns, Tour- 
vilie, and Indieime, remained aground at the mouth of the 
Charente. The latter, on the 10th, was set on fire by her 
own crew, and destroyed. On the ITth, the Foudroyant 
and Tourville entered the river. On the 1 9th, the R^gulms 
alone remained aground, and the Thunder arrived in Aix 
Roads, with the intention of destroying her ; but the 
violence of the weather would not peimit the attack to be 
made. On the 20th, attempts were made to destroy the 
French ship, which were repeated for several days without 
success. At daylight on the 29th, the spring tides having 
agmn set in, the Regulus floated, and joined her friends at 
Rochefoi*t ; after which the Caledonia quitted Basque Roads 
and returned to England. 

The aifair at Basque Roads was not doomed to terminate 
on the 29th of Apiil. The first lord of the Admiralty, 
having determined to move a vote of thanks to Admiral 
Lord Gainbier, and the captains, ofiicers, and seamen em- 
ployed in the lleet on the occasion of the destruction of the 
French ships, recei ved a notification thajb it was the inten- 
tion of Lord Cochrane, who was a member of parliament, 
in the event of his doing so, to move an amendment. This 
having been signified to Lord (himbier, that officer had no 
other comsc than to demand a coiii*t-ixiai*tial, which accord- 
ingly assembled : the result was, that, after a lengthened 
investigation, Lord (jainbier was most honourably acquitted. 
In the lace of this acquittal, however, public opinion remained 
much divided, and endeavours were used, by many of those 
employed, to sliift the onus of the partial want of success to 
another’s shoulders. The appointment of Lord Coclirarie to 
conduct the expedftion in the first, instance gave great dis- 
satisfaction to the many gallant and distinguished officers 
serving in the squadron. This gave rise to a want of una- 
nimity' consequently, the admiral felt disposed to consider 
Lord Cochrane as grasping at too mimh authority ; and, on 
the other hand, the captain considered that many difficulties 
remained in liis way, wMch it was in the power of the 
admiral to remove. 

The charges brought against Lord Gambler were made 
entirely by Lord Cochrane ; and during the evidence ad- 
duced on the part of the defence and prosecution, the 



CONFLICTING OPINIONS. 


m 


following were the opinions given by the rlifferont witnesses : 
H ear- Admiral Stopford, in answer to t|ie question whether, 
when the Imp^rieuse made the signal that the enemy’s ships 
were on shore, and that the fleet might destroy them, he 
would with his expeiience have thought it prudent or 
proper to send or lead the fleet in for that pm’{>ose, said, 
‘‘ In my opinion, the dialodgement from the anchorage of the 
enemy’s ships by fire-ships removed but a small part of the 
obstacles. With the wind as it then was (strong from the 
north-west), and the broadsides of the enemy’s sluj)s still 
commanding the approaches, we should have been so crippled 
in going into and, in working out of the paKSsage a little more 
than a mile in breadth j that I think I should not have 
risked the ships, had they been under my command.” 

Captain Pulteney Malcolm said (in answer to 1:he question, 
whether he thought the ships ought to have gone iik before 
the three French ships which commanded the channel had 
left their positions on the Palles shoal), “ Had it appeared 
to me that there was no other chance of destroying those 
ships than by such an attack, It ought to have been made.” 
“ Certainly there was not a delay, on the part of the 
admiral, of more than half or thre^e-quarters of an hour. 
This was the only time which could possibly be called 
delay.” 

Captains Burlton, Ball, and Newman, were not aware of 
any blame attaching to Lord Gambier. 

Captain Broughton “ thought it would have been more 
advantageous, had the linc-of-battle ships, frigates, and small 
vessels, gone in at half-flood, between eleven and twelve 
o’clock, and conjectured that the discomfited French ships 
would have made very little resistance.” * 

Captain George Francis Seymour said, “ I have my doubts 
whether line-of-battlo ships would have succeeded by going 
in. There was water sufficient for them to have gone in at 
eleven o’clock. It was a point where the discretion of the 
commander-in-chief might be fairly used. I confine myself 
to the depth of water.” 

Captain Francis Kewcomhe stated, “ The risk, I think, 
as the wmd and tide were, was rather too great; and our 
want of the periect knowledge of the anchorage further to 
the southward between the Palles and Oleron — and he 
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thouglit that everything tiad been done that was practi- 
■ cable. ■ ; 

Captain Alexander E. Kerr and Captain Beresford said 
that there was no blame to be attached to the conduct of 
LordGambier. 

The sketch of the anchorage and shoals given in a fore- 
going page will, however, w^e think, be the best apology for 
Lord Gambier, especially as ‘ the exact positions of them 
were unknown to the most experienced men on board the 
Biitish ships ; and when it is borne in mind that uncertain 
currents and eddies and variable winds for the most part 
prevailed on the day after the ships had been driven on 
shore, the loss which in all probability woiild have resulted 
^ from the employment of line-of-battle ships in such dangerous 
soundings m%ht have more than countejrbalanoed the injury 
inflicted upon the enemy. The thanks of pai’liament were 
eventually given, and those serving in the ships have been 
awarded^he naval medal. 


On the loth of March, the boats of the Arethusa, Captain 
Eobert Mends, vrera sent away,* under the orders of lieutenant 
Hugh Pearson and Lieutenant of marines Octavius Scott. At 
daylight the party landed, and destroyed more than twenty 
guns mounted on the batteries of Lequito, on the north coast 
of Spain. The French guard threw down their arms and 
begged for quarter. Three men were wounded in the perfor- 
mance of this service. On the 16th, the same party captured 
a number of cJiasse-i^iar^es in the river Aridero, and destroyed 
their cargoes. On the 20th, lieutenant Elms Steele, of the 
same ship, landed with a party of seamen and marines, and 
destroyed the guns at Baigno, during which time Lieutenant 
John Fennel, of the marines, and John Eiliot, purser, de- 
stroyed the signal-posts. Lieutenant Pearson on the same 
day destroyed the guns at Paissance. 

On the 1st of April, in the evening, the boats of the 
28-gun frigate Mercury, Captain the Honourable Henry 
Duncan, w^ere despatched under the orders of Lieutenant 
Watkin Owen Pell, assisted by Lieutenant Eobert J. Gor- 
don, the master, Eichard Hildyard j Lieutenant of marines 
James Whylock ; the carpenter, Jeremiah Crawley; George 
Anderson, captain’s clerk ; Midshipmen John Sterling, John 
Wilkes. William Parker, and Charles Adam, and acting 
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Surgeon Eobert Williams, to cut out from tbe port of 
Eovigiio, on the coast of Istria, two gun-boats moored close 
to two heavy batteries.^^^^ T^^ Lodar One of the boats, w 
one 24-pounder and six large swivels, ^though fully pre^ 
pared with boarding nettings triced up^ she was carried ; 
but a fog coining on, deraiiged the plan of attack, and put a 
stop to fiu*ther proceedings. The prize was towed out under 
the fire of five guns mounted on an island. In performing 
this service, one seaman was killed, and lieutenant Pell 
(who had previously lost a leg)^ wounded severely in two 
places, and tliree seamen slightly wounded. The Patriotic 
Fund Committee voted a sword, value fifty guineas, to Lieu- 
tenant Pell. 

In the forenoon of the fith of April, CCrdouan lights 
house bearing east by north, distant about forty leagues, tlio 
18-pounder 36-gun frigate Amethyst, Captain Michael Sey- 
mour, being on the larboard tack with the wind at east, 
observed a ship steering to the westward. The » 36-gun 
frigate Emerald, Captain Frederick Lewis Maitland, being in 
company, but at some distance to the northward, joined iii 
pui’suing the stranger, which, on perceiving the two fiigates, 
hauled to the wind on the larboard tack. The cha.se was 
the 40-gun French frigate Nienien, Captain Dupotel, laden 
with provisions for the Isle of France. At noon the Niemen 
was half topsails down from the deck of the Amethyst, and 
the pursuit continued with a sliglit advantage to the Ame- 
thyst throughout the day ; but at sunset the chase was still 
hull down to windward, and consequently at dark was lost 
sight of. 

Captain Seymour concluding that the stranger would 
resume her course to the westward on losing sight of her 
pursuers, at 9h. p.m. boro up south-west, under easy sail, 
the wind at the time blowing in squalls from east-north -east ; 
and at 9h. 40m. discovered the object of lus pursuit on the 
weather beam. The Amethyst immediately crowded sail in 
chase, whereupon the ll^iemen wore and hauled up south 
by west. At llh. 30in, the Amethyst fired her bow guns, 
which were responded to from the stern chasers of tlie 
Niemen. At Ih. 15m. a,m. qw the sixths the Amethyst 

See p. mHt 
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Ixaviiig ireaclied the larboard quarter of tbe Niemen, was 
enabled to iire a broadside, upon wMcb the^^ 
wore. The Ametbyst followed, and at Ih. 45m. r^ 
close alongside the enemy to wuid ward. After an ex- 
change of broadsides, the Amethyst, having shot aliead of 
the Niernen, bore up across her bows, raked her, and then 
hauled up on the same tack, and took her station on the 
French ship’s starboard bow. A t 2h. 45m. the JSfiemen 
fell on board the Amethyst on her starboard beam and 
quarter ; but in a few minutes got clear, and, wearing, bore 
up south-west. About 3h., the Amethyst having again 
obtained a position on the larboard and weather beam of the 
Niemen, renewed the action, and shortly afterwards the 
latter caught * fire in the larboard hammock-netting; at 
3h. 15m. her niizenmast and maintop-mast were shot away. 
The Kiemen having cauglit fire in the maintop also, her 
mainycml was lowered half-way down the mast, so th«at she 
was wholly unable to make sad, and her guns olfered a very 
ineffectual return to the aui mated fire of the Amethyst. At 
3h. 25m., the Nieinen having ceased bring, the Amethyst 
discontinued the action, and, bearing up under her opponent’s 
stern, brought-to to leeward. At 3h. 3()m. the Amethyst’s 
mani and mizcii nuists fell over the starboard quarter, and 
about the same time the Niemeivs mainmast went by the 
board. lk>th ships then paid round off before the wind. 
The Arethusa, Oaptfuii Kobert Mends, at 3h. 45m. joined 
from the eastward, and having approacbed within gun-shot 
on the Niemen’s hu’board quarter, the latter hoisted a light, 
and fired a shot at the Arethusa and another at the Ame- 


thyst ; but on the discharge of a few of the Arethusa’s 
foremost guns, the French frigate lowered the light in token 
of submission. 

The Amethyst had two lieutenants and thirty-seven men 
absent in prizes, and out of the 222 men and boys, which 
were all she had on board, six seamen and two marines were 
killed, and Lieutenants of marines Henry Waring and 
Samuel Piytheroh, her boatswain, Lacey, twenty-four seamen, 
and ten marines wounded. The Niemen mounted forty-six 
guns, and commenced the action with 3 1 9 men and boys ; 
of w^boin forty-seven were killed and seventy-three wounded. 
The day after her capture the Niemeii’s foremast fell over 
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the side, and she was taken in tow by the Arctlnisa, The 
prize, being only nine months old, was a great acquisition to 
the navy, to which she was added under the same name: 

There is a great similarity between this action and that 
af the Amethyst and Thotis,^ in the manner of conducting 
t, in the comparative force of the combatants, and also 
in Inference to the iritrusion of a third paity. It is quite 
evident, however, that in both cases the capture was vir- 
tually effected by the Amethyst. Oaptai a Seymour was 
created a baronet of the United Kingdom, and the first 
lieutenant, William Hill, promoted to be commander. The 
naval medal is granted for this action. 

A small squadron, under Captain Philip Beaver, of the 
Acasta frigate, having succeeded on the litli of April in 
gaining possession of the rocky islands known as the Saintes, 
near Guadaloupe, a fire was o|)ened irom Morne- Russel upon 
three h>ench lino-of-battle ships at anchoi* in tlie roads 
beneath ; in consequence of which, these, which were the 
74-gan ships Courageux, Polonais, and D’Hautpolt, quitted 
their anchorage, and stood out to sea. The escape of the 
Prench squadron w^as immediately perceived by Commander 
Hugh Cameron, of the 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, belonging 
to the in-shore squadron, atid information was signalled to 
Rear-Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, who, with a squadron 
of five sail of the line, was blockading the poid. Shortly 
afteiwvards the French ships w^ero observed from the 74-gua 
ship Pompee, Captain William C. Fahie, and at lOh. p.m. 
that ship endeavoured to arrest the progress of the enemy ; 
but, having a strong breeze in them fevour, the ships were 
enabled to defeat the object. At lOh. lorn, the 18*gun 
brig Recruit, Commander Charles Napier, having got up 
with, gallantly opened fire uj)on the enemy’s stern most ship, 
and was soon afterwards closed by the 74-gun ship Neptune, 
bearing the: rear-admiral’s flag ; but the latter again dropped 
astern.. At 4h. a,m. on the 15tli, the Recruit, by her 
superior sailing, again got close up with the enemy’s rear 
ship, D’Hautpolt, and, assisted distantly by the Pompee, 
continued a galling fire upon her. A running action, in 
which all tliree French ships particij)ated occasionally, was 

See p. 252, 
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kept up througBout the day ; but at 8L p,m. the ships 
separated, each steering a different course. The Eeoruit and 
Pompee persevered in chasing D’Hautpolt, until the former, 
being disabled aloft, dropped astern. The frigates Latona 
and Castor, Captains Hugh Pigot and William Roberts, 
during the 16th, hove in sight and joined in the chase, and 
the latter very gallantly brought the French ship to action. 
On the morning of the 17 th the French ship surrendered. 

The Ponipce, in her action, was very much disabled in 
masts and i-igging, and her loss amounted to Edward Casey, 
boatswain, and eight men killed ; Captain Fab ie, William 
Bone, first lieutenant ; Lieutenant of marines Charles Ed- 
ward Atkins, and twenty-seven men wounded The Nep- 
tune had one man killed and four wounded ; Castor, one 
seaman killed and five wounded ; and Recruit, the serjeant 
(»f marines wounded. So sensible was Sir Alexander Coch- 
r?ine of Commander Napier’s gallantry, that he appointed 
him to the prize, which, under the name of Abercromby, 
was added to the British navy ; and his conduct was further 
marked by his promotion. Tlie naval medal is awarded to 
those present in the Pomp^e, Castor, and Recruit. 

On the 23rd of April, a scpiadron, consisting of the 
Spartan, Amphion, and Mercury, Captains Jahleel Brenton, 
William Hoste, and the Hon. Henry Duncan, anchored off 
the toMui of Pesaro. Captain Brenton not wishing to injure 
the town, then occupied by French troops, sent a flag of 
truce to demand the surrender of all the vessels in the 
harbour, to which an answer was returned by the French 
commandant to the effect that in half an hour he would 
decide. At the exp)iration of thirty- fi ve minutes, observing 
the troops assembling in the streets, and the inhabitants 
diBmantling the vessels, Oap)tain Brenton ordei^ed the flag of 
truce to be hauled down, and a shot to be fired over the 
town. Shortly af'terwfirds the frigates and the gun and 
moiiiar boats of the squaxlron opened fire upon the town. 
At half an hour past noon, several flags of truce were hung 
out, and Captain Brenton made the signal for the firing to 
ceai^. Lieutenant George Wickens Willes, of the Spaitan, 
having entered the harbour, learnt that the con mandant had 
retreated with the military, when the boats oi the squadron 
were despatched to bring out the vessels, and the marines, 
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under Lieutenant Thomas Moore, were sent to coTer them. 
By 6h. 30m. p.m, thirteen vessels, deeply laden, were brought 
oft' At 7h. the castle at the entrance of the harbour was 
blown up, and the British returned to their ships without 
having either sustained or caused any loss of Hie. 

On the 26th of April, early in the morning, the 12~gun brig 
Thrasher, Lieutenant Josiah Domford, weighed from Dun- 
geness and stood over for Boidogne. Upon nearing the coast, 
forty sml of gun-vessels were observed coming out of the har- 
bour, including six brigs and two scbooners. The Thrasher, 
though only armed with 18-pounder carronades and two long 
4-pounders, with a crew of sixty men, gallantly engaged the 
flotilla, and by her superior sailing was enabled to run along 
the enemy’s lines, engaging both sides, while, from her 
position, the batteries could not fire upon her without en- 
dangering their own vessels. After engaging from 71i. a.m. 
till 2h. P.M,, Lieutenant Dornford considered it prudent to 
withdraw from under the batteries ; but not until he had 
succeeded in sinking three, driving six on shore, and com- 
pelling many others to return into port. Commander W. 
B. Dolling, in the 18-gim brig Trompeuse, arrived up atfthe 
close of the engagement, and reported Lieutenant Domford’s 
gallantry to Commodore Owen. 

On the 2nd of May, the Spartan and Mercury chased 
two vessels into the port of Cesenatico (where several other 
vessels were observed), which was defended by two batteries 
and a castle. The coast being very shoal, the boats were 
sent aliead to sound, and the frigates succeeded in entering 
the port about noon. Haring anchored within grape I'aiige 
of the battery, it was very soon silenced, when the boats 
under Lieutenant Willes landed and took possession of it, 
and turned the guns upon the town. In all twelve vessels 
were captured, the castle and magazine blown up, the batteiy 
destroyed, and the guns spiked. The British returned to 
their ships without any casualty. 

On the 1 1th of May, the 38-gun frigate Melpomene, 
Captain Peter Parker, drove on shore a Danish 6-gun cutter 
at Huilbo, in Jutland, after which her boats were despatched 
under Lieutenants James H. Plumridge and George Bennie, 
which, covered by the fire of the frigate, boarded and 
efiectually destroyed the vessel in the face of a galling fire 
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from tlie shore. Lieutenant Rennie, two seamen, and three 
maiines were severely wounded. 

On the 15th of May, the 32 -gun frigate Taiiar, Captain 
Joseph Baker, chased on shore near Felixbiii'gh, on the 
coast of Courland, a Brinish 4-gun sloop privateer ; the crew of 
which, twenty-four in number, landed with their muskets, 
and Joined by some countiy people, posted themselves be- 
hind the sand-hills near the beach, from whence they could 
annoy the boats in their approach. The Tartar’s boats were 
notwithstanding sent away in charge of the first lieutenant, 
Thomas Sykes, assisted by Lieutenant Frederick A. H. 
Parker, in order to bring her off or effect her destruction. 
The boats boarded without opposition, and the guns of the 
privateer were immediately turned upon the party behind 
the sand-hills, which they quickly dislodged.^ 

On the 15th of May, Lieutenant Hobert J. Gordon, of 
the Mercury, with a party of marines and a boat’s crew, 
destroyed seven trabacculos in the haihour of Rotti, on the 
coast of Istria. Lieutenant Gordon was severely wounded 
by an explosion of gunpowder, but no other person was 
liuA. 

On the 17th of May, in lat. 44° N., long. 11® 20' W., the 
British 10-giinbrig Goldfinch, Commander Fitzherbert Skin- 
ner, disco ver<id the French 1 G-gun corvette Mouclie, and at 
3h. A.M. of the 18tli, gallantly brought her to action. The 
long 8-pounders of the Mouclie, at the distance she kept 
from her antagonist, were veiy much more than a match for 
the 18-pounder carronades of the Goldfinch ; but a imiming 
action was continued till 7h. A.M., when the Mouclie, with 
the head of her fore-topmast allot away, bore up, leaving the 
(.roldfinch much cut up, and with the loss of three men killed 
and three wounded. 

In the early part of May, a squadron, consisting of the 
G4-giin ship -Btanda^^^^^ Captain Askew P. Hollis ; 38-gun 
frigate Owen Gleiidower, Captain William Belby ; and three 

* Previously to this, one of the men had descended into the cabin of 
the vessel, where he found the end of a lighted candle fixed in an 18 - 
jX'UTider ojirtriOge, from which a train was led into the magazine, anrl 
this was i\jll of powder. With great j)resenco of mind, the man extin- 
guished the candle, by squeezing it l>etween his hands, just as it had 
reached wdthin half an inch of the powder, and but for tliis presence of 
luxiid all on board mj*'^t, in ai^other ndnute^ liave been blown to atoms. 
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sloops, was detached hj Vice-Admiral Sm James Saiimarez 
commanding in the Baltic, to effect the mliiction of the 
island of Anholt. A part j of seamen and mariiies, under 
the command of Captain Selby, assisted by Captain Edward 
Nicolls, of the inarines, landed ; and on the 18th, after a 
gallant resistance, in which one marine wavS killed and two 
wounded, the Danish gaiTison^ CGnsistiiig of 170 men, sur- 
rendered at discretion. ; 

On the 23rd of May, at 1 Oh. 30m. p.m., the 38-gun frigate 
Melpomene, Captain Erederic Warren, lying at anchor in 
the Great Belt, off Oiiaoe Island, and nearly becalmed, dis- 
covered sevenil large boats towards her. The 

frigate was cleared for action, ^'Lid at 1 Ih. p.m. commenced 
filing upon the enemyi now consisting of twenty Danish 
gun-boats. A Hght air springing lip, the Melpomene cut 
and made close her opponents, and the gun-boats 

retreating^ # rtifiningj lb. 15m. a.m., 

when the latter succeeded in getting out of gun-shot. The 
Melpomene suffered much in her rigging and sails, and had 
five men killed and twenty-nine wounded. 

On the 31st of M-ay, while the 12-pomKler 38-gun frigate 
Topaze, Captain Anselm J ohn Griffiths, was cruising off* tlie 
cjoiist of Albania, nine vessels were observed lying at anchor 
in the B-oad of Demata, which is sheltered by a reef of rocks, 
and protected by the fortress of Santa Maura. Captain 
Griffiths despatched the boats under the orders of Lieutenant 
Charles Hammond, assisted by the acting master, George 
Garsoii, Lieutenants of maiines Edwanl S. Mei'cer and 
William Halstead, aud INlastcrs’ mates Henry P. Taylor and 
Ilobert B. Fenwick. Having to row along the outer edge 
of the reef, the boats were exposed to a galling fire of 
imisketiy, as w^ell as after rounding the point of it; but, 
dashing on, they succeeded in boarding and bringing out all 
the vessels. >This sc^rvice was effected with the loss of one 
marine, who was killed, and one seaman wounded. Among 
the prizes were a xebeck of eight guns and six swivels, 
and a crew of fifty-five men ; one cutter of four guns ; a 
felucca, mounting three guns ; and two gun-boats of one 
gun each^ 

on the 14th of June, in the morning, the 18-gun brig 
Scout, Commander William Eaitt, discovering a convoy of 
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fourteen vessels, under tlie protection of two gun-boats, 
coming I'ound Cape Croisette, made all sail in chase. It 
falling calm, Lieutenant Henry K. Battei'sby was despatched 
at Ih. P.M. with the boats, who drove seven sail into a 
harbour, three leagues to the eastward of the cape, where 
the boats followed. Lieutenant Battersby, being annoyed 
by the fire from the shore, landed and routed the enemy, 
and then stormed a batteiy, mounting tw^o 6-poundera In 
the mean time the remaining boats, with Lieutenant John 
Farrant, John Batten, master, and Master’s mate Granville 
Thompson, j)ulled up the harbour and brought out the seven 
vessels, not withstanding that they were secured to the shore 
by ropes from their rnjistheads and keels. The British had 
one man killed and fi ve wounded. 

On the 24th of June, E.ear-A<lmiral George Martin, with 
the 80-gun ship Canopus, Captain Charles Inglis ; 74-gun 
ships Spartiate and Warrior, Captains Sir : Francis Laforey 
and William Spranger ; 22-giin sldp Cyane, Captain Thomas 
Staines; and 18-gun brig Espoir, Commander Eobert Mit- 
ford, together with a fiotiila of gun-boats and a fleet of 
transports with troops, anchored to the northward of the 
islands of Ischia and Procida, preparatoiy to an attack upon 
them. In the evening Captain Staines, in the Cyane, ^vith 
the Espoir and twelve gun-boats, was despatched by the rear- 
admiral to take a station to the southward of the islands, 
to prevent reinforcements or supplies from being thrown in 
from the mainland. 

On the 2dth, at 8h. a,m., when lying at anchor two miles 
south by east of Procidj^, in company with the gun-boats, 
Captain Staines observed a French frigate, a corvette, and 
several gun-boats, coming out of Pozzuoli Bay, upon which 
he made the signal to weigh, and, having a Hght air from the 
northward, stood towards the enemy with his squadron. At 
8h. 30m. the British opened a distant fire, which was 
returned by tlie French squadron, consisting of the iVench 
44-gun frigate Odr^s, 28-guii frigate Fama, and several gun- 
boats ; but at 9h. 40iu. the firing ceased, the enemy having 
stood in shore again. Ischia and Procida surrendered tliis 
day to the British forces. 

On the 2Cth, at 6h. 2dm, A.K., the Cyane and Espoir, with 
the British and Sicilian gtin-boats, having been detached to 
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intercept a flotilla of gun-boats bound to Naples, tbe former 
commenced an attack upon tbem, just as the enemy’s vessels 
rounded Cape Baia ; and by the proinpt aiid vigGrous 
fii*e of the Cyane, Captain Staines checked the progress 
of the flotilla^ and enabled the combined gun-boats to 
close with and^^^^^ eighteen ^French gun-boatsj and 

destroy four. The Gyane received twenty-three shot in her 
hull; had masts, yards, sails, and rigging much cut, and her 
loss amounted to two seamen killed ; David Jones, master’s 
mate, mortally, and six seamen sHghtly wounded. On the 
same afternoon, observing a flag of truce on a battery near 
Point Messino, the British boats landed, spiked four 36- 
pounders, captured eighteen gun-boats, and destroyed four. 
At 7h. p.M. the Cyane, Espoir, and twenty-three Sicilian 
gun-boats, stood into Pozzuoli Bay, where the Cer^s, Fama, 
and twelve gun-boats lay at anchor. 

Remaining off the anchorage all the previous night, the 
Cyane, on the 27th, was becalmed near the shore, when a 
battery of four guns opened an annopng fire upon her. At 
lOli. A.M. Captain Staines embarked in one of the gun-boats, 
and, leading them to the attack, soon silenced the battery ; 
after which he landed, spiked the guns, destroyed the car- 
riages, and threw a 10-inch moi*tdr into the sea, returning to 
the ship without a casualty. At 5h. P.M. on the same day, 
tlie Cyane and Espoir lying becalmed in the ofling, the 
French commodore weighed, and put to sea vrith the Cert^s, 
Fama, and gun-boats, bound to Naples. At 6h. 50m., the 
Espoir and gun-boats being ikv {istern, and Captain Staines 
observing that tlie Ceres was at some distance astern of the 
Fama and French gun-boats, determined if possible to bring 
her to action, and ordering the sweeps to be manned; gal- 
lantly pursued her, then not more than three miles from the 
Mole of Naples. At 7h. 20m, the Cyane got wuthin pistol- 
shot of the • O^rc^s, and commenced the action, which she 
continued for some time, although within range of the 
batteries, the corvette, and tlie gun-boats. At 7li. 30m. 
the CtT^s was observed to receive a reinforcement of men 
from Naples. At 8h. 30m. the fii’e of the C^res slackened 
considerably, and soon afterwards ceased. The Cyane being 
by this time within a inile and a half of the mole, and 
having expended all her powder, hauled off. Her sails were 
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xiiit to pieces, Bearly all her standing aiid momn^ 
destix)yed, ibre aiid inizen m badly #otmded,^^^ than 
forty round shot in her sides, and four guns were disabled. 
The Cyaiie’s loss in killed and wounded consisted of one sea- 
man and one marine killed ; Captain Stones and the first 
lieutenant, James Hall (both dtogerously),^ Jjieiitenaht J^ 
Fender, John Taylor, midshipman, eleven seamen, four 
marines, and one boy wounded. The Espoir (having latterly 
been able to take some share in the engagement), with the 
gun-boats, approached to the assistance of their crippled con- 
sort, and towed her out of the bay. The Cyane’s armament 
consisted of twenty-two carronades (32-pounders) on the 
main deck, and eight cari'onades (18-pouiiders), and two long 
sixes on the quarter-deck and forecastle, with a crew of 175 
men and l)oy s ; wliile her princij)al opponent, the 04res, was 
an 18-pounder 40-gun frigate, fully maimed. The naval 
medal has been gmnted to the survivors present on the 25th 
and 27th, 

On the 19th of June, the boats of the 74-gnn ship Belle- 
rophon. Captain Samuel Warren, were sent away at sunset, 
to attack three vessels at anchor within the islands off 
Hango Hoad. The l)oats, under the orders of Lieutenant 
Robert Pileli, with Lieutettant.s John Sheridan and George 
Bentham, Lieutenant of marines Alfred O. Carrington, and 
~ Mart, carpcniter, met with no opposition in capturing the 
vessels ; but it was found necessary, in order to prevent loss 
in rotuiiiing, to attack a battery, which mounted four 24- 
pounders, and was garrisoned with 103 men. "^'his, after a 
deteriruned resistance, was earried in a very gallant manner, 
the Russians retreating to some boats on the op|x>site side of 
the island. The guns were then spiked, and the magazine 
destroyed. The boats returned to the ship, having only live 
men woimded. 

On the 5tli of July, at 3h. p.m., in latitude 43*^ iV north, 
longitude 34° west, the 20-guxi corvette Bonne Citoyehne, 
Commander WiUhtm Mouhsey, being on her way from Hali- 
fax to Quebec, with the wind at south, descried on the lee 

‘ Ca|>tairi StainoK’s left was taken oiit of the socket ; and he was 
also woundod in the side. Lieutenant Hall was promoted to the rank of 
ijoinmaiuier a few moiitha afterwards, which promotion, however, he did 
not live long to enjoy. 
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quaiter a large frigate tal^iqg poss^ssicai of a morcliaiit ship. 
Sl^witiistaiiditig the appearanae of the stranger 

(whioli waji the French 30-gua frigat^^ biit aimed 

en and ih ounting f wo long 1 8 and six long 8-ponnders, 

and twelve caxTonacles, 36-poundera, total twenty guns), the 
Bonne Citoyenne immediately wore in chase. The Furieuse, 
observing the approach of the British ship, abandoned the 
merchant vessel, and bore up. At sunset the two ships were 
about five miles apaJ^t, and during the night the Furieuse 
was lost sight of, but at 3h. a.m. on the 6th, was again seen 
on the larboard quarter. The Bonne Citoyenne immediately 
hauled up, and made sail in chase. At 9h. 21m. a. m. the French 
ship hove to, and the Bonne Citoyenne conimenced engaging 
within pistol-shot. The action Wiie maintained for six hours 
and fifty minutes, when the Bonne Citoyenne, having taken 
a position athwaii; the bows of the Furieuse preparatory to 
boarding with all hands, the colours of the latter were hauled 
down at 6h. 16m. p.m. The corvette, in her gallant contest, 
had her fore and main top-gallant masts all shot away, three 
lower masts badly wounded, her standing and numing rigging 
cut to pieces, and boats destroyed ; but only one man was 
killed and five wounded. The Furieuse, at the conclusion of 
the action, had five feet water in her hold : her throe top- 
masts were shot away, and her yards and lower masts in a 
tottering state.* Her loss amounted, oiit of a crew consisting, 
with military ofEcers and passengers, of 200 men, to thirty- 
five men killed j and her commander, Lieutenant Kerdaiiiel, 
two lieutenants, three midshipmen, and thirty-one seamen 
wounded. The two vessels met upon tolerably equal terms, 
as regarded araiament ; but the advantages derival)]e from 
tonnage were greatly on the side of the Furieuse, she mea- 
suring 1,090 tons, and the coiwette 511 tons. On the 7th, 
taking her prize in tow^ the Bonne Citoyenne proceeded to 
Halifax. Qn the 8th the main and mizeii masts of the 
Furieuse fell, and thus disabled the two ships reached Halitax 
on the 2nd of August. Tlie Furieuse was subsequently com- 
tnissioned under the same name, and Captain Mounsey, whose 
post commission .was dated the day of the action, was ap- 
pointed to command her. The first lieutenant, Joseph 
Symes, was also promoted. Captain Mounsey ineiitioned in 
his official letter, in term^ of high commendation, the second 

VOL. II. IT 



i&d Acrjoif WITH [1809* 

lieuteijant, Wniiam^ Sandoixt ; the loasl^r, 
iianison ; the purser, John IT. C. Scott j and 
\vho voliinteered their services, Messrs. J 
Angus McAulej. The above is a naval medal action. The 
h\irieuse had escaped from Guadaloupo on the 14th of June, 
in company with the frigate Fclicite, also aimed 
her consort was captured on the 17th, by the 38-gun frigate 
Latona, Captain Hugh Pigot, after a three days’ chase. 

On the 7 th of Jtily^ a squadron, composed of the 74-gun 
ships Implacable and Bellerophon, Captains Thbmas Byam 
Martin and Samuel Warren ; 38-gun frigate Melpomene, 
Captain Peter Parker ; and 18-gun sloop Prometheus, Com- 
mander Thomas Forrest, was cruising off the coast of Fin- 
land, when a Russian flotilla of eiglit gun-boats and several 
merchant vessels was observed at anchor under Hango 
Head. The gun-boats, each arined with two heavy long 
guns, and manned with forty-six men, had taken a most ad- 
vantageous position for defence between two rocks, both of 
yvhich were mounted ^vith guns, from which a fire of grape 
could be poured on their assixilauts. It was nevertheless 
determined to attack the flotilla, and Lieutenant Joseph 
Hawkey, first of the Implacable, was appointed to command 
the boats (seventeen in number) of the four sliips, contain- 
ing 270 officers and men. Among the officers employed 
were the following: — belonging to the Implacable, Lieute- 
nants William Houghton and IVederic Verno'n, and Lieute- 
nants of marines James T. Cracknell and J ames Clarke ; 
Lieutenants Charles Allen, John Sheridan, and John Skekel, 
and Lieutenants of marines Geot^e Kendall and Alfred 0. 
Camngton, of the Bellerophon ; Lieutenant George Rennie, 
Lieutenant of marines RoV>ert Gilbert, and Midshipman 
John B. Mounteney, of the Melpomene ; and Lieutenant 
J ames Stirling, of the Prometheus. At 9h. p.m. the boats 
proceeded to the attack, and resolutely pushed on, regai'dless 
of the fire opened upon them, but without firing a musket 
until close alongside the gun-boats, when the British seamen 
boarded, and carried all before them.^ Six of the gun-boats 

* .Lieiiteaanfc Hawkev, aflerboarding the first gun-boat, was killed by 
a grape-bhot while in the act of boartUng a second. The last words of 
this gallant yoimg man were, ^^'Buzza! Push on, England for ever 1” 
Captain Martin, in his official letter, bears the following handsome testi- 


Nathaniel 
ohn Black and 
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w^re Gapturedj one mink, and one escaped ; and twelve mer- 
cl^nt vessels, laden witii powder and provisions for the 
Unssian arm3r> and a large armed skip, were also captured. 

Lieutenant Charles Allen, of the Bellerophon, being the 
next senior lieutenant, then assumed command of the party, 
and aGoomplished the service in the successful manner 
already descrihed. The loss amounted to Lieutenants Haw- 
key and Stirling, J. B. Mounteney, midshipman, Benjamin 
Crandon, second master, eight seamen, and five marines 
killed ; and M. Vesey, boatswain, twenty-five seamen, and 
eleven marines wounded. The Eussians are reported to 
have had sixty-thrcc men killed. Many escaped to the shore, 
and several perivshed in attempting to reach it ; and of 127 
prisoners taken, fifty-one were wounded. The naval medal 
has been awarded to those i)resent in the boats upon this 
occasion. 

On the 13tli of July, Senegal capitulated to a Biifcish 
force, under Captain Edward Henry Columbine (the senior 
officer at Goree), consisting of the 32-gun fiigate Solebay ; 
18-gun brig Derwent, Commander Frederick Parker ; and 
12-gun brig Tigris, Lieutenant Bobeit Bones ; also a transport, 
containing 166 soldiers of the African corps, under Major 
Charles W. Maxwell, and a number of small vessels. The 
casualties attending this capture, thougli few, were of import- 
ance ; Captain Parker, a gallaiit young officer, and one mid- 
shipman, were drowned in the suri* in endeavouring to cross 
the bar of the river ; one lieutenant of ti'oops died from 
fatigue, and one mail was wounded by the enemy’s fire. The 
Solebay was totally wrecked in the river. 

On the 14th of July, Lieutenant Henry B. Battersby, at 
the head of a party of seamen, from the 18-giin brig Scout, 
Commander William Paitt, attacked a strong battery, which 
commanded the port of Carri, between Marseilles and the 
Khone, and carried it without loss. For his gallantry on 
this and on several similar occaaioiis, Lieutenant Battersby 
was promoted to the rank of commander in the ensuing 

niony to tlie worth of this officer ‘‘'Ko praise from my pen can <lo 
adequate justice to this lameuted young man: as an officer, he was 
active, correct, and zealous, to the highest degree ; the leader of every 
kind of enterprise, and regardless of danger, he delighted in whatever 
could tend to promote the glory of his country.” 
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tiionth of September. The above is a naval medal boat 
action, . . ■ 

On the 2t>th of J uly, the boats of the sliips Prin^ 

cess Caroline and Minotanr, Captains Charles Budley Pater 
and John Barrett ; 82-gtin frigate Cerbeinis, Captain Hemy 
Whitby ; and 18-gun sloop Prometheus, were sent away, 
sevejnteen in number, in charge of Commander FoiTest, of 
the latter vessel, to attack four Russian gumboats and an 
armed brig, lying at Fredericksham, near Aspo Roads, in the 
Gulf of Finland. After dark, the boats, in which were 
Lieutenants James Bashford, John J. Callenan, Robert 
Pettet, Jolm vSiinpson, Gawen Forster, and Tlionias Firini- 
more, and Lieutenant of marines William Wilkins, departed 
on this service. At lOh. 30m. p.m. the attack began, and, 
aftejr a desperate and sanguinary conflict, three of the gun- 
boats, each mounting two long 1 8-pounde,rs, and having on 
board 137 men, together with an armed brig, were captured 
and brought off. The British loss was very severe, amount- 
ing to Lieutenant Callenan, Second Lieutenant of marines 
William Wilkins, Got-don Carrington, midshipman, and six- 
teen men killed ; and Oommauder Forrest, lieutenant Forster, 
George Elvey, Thomas Milne, and John Chalmers, midship- 
men, and forty-six seamen and marines wonndcd. The Rus- 
sians had twenty-eight killed and fifty-eight wounded. One 
of the gun-boats was so obstinately defended, tliat every man 
of her crew, forty-four in number, was either killed or 
wounded before she surrendered. For his conduct on this 
and other occasions, the leader of this gallant party was ad- 
vanced to post rank. The naval medal has been awarded to 
those present in this boat action. 

On the 28th of July, in the morning, the 7 4-gim ship 
Excellent, Captain John West, belonging to the scpiadron of 
Captain William Hargood, being off Trieste, chased an enemy’s 
convoy into the harbour of Buin, about four leagues to the 
northward of Trieste. At 1 Oh. p.m. the Acorn sloop of eighteen 
guns, Commander Robert Clephan, and 16-gun brig Bustard, 
Commander Bavid Markland, with the boats of the Excellent, 
under the orders of Lieutenant John Harjier, were detached 
to get possession of the convoy. About midnight the boats, 
covered by the Aoprn and Bustard, jmshed through a heavy 
sea into the harbour, and while Captain Richard Cummings, 
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of the marines, landed with a small detachment to dislodge 
the enemy from among the rocks and on the heights, Lieu- 
tenant Harper and his party hoarded and carried six heavily 
armed Italian gun-boats, which, together with ten laden ves- 
sels, were brought odl Commander Katly Eobinson, inaster 
of the Bustard, and seven seamen and marines Were wounded* 
The above is a naval medal boat action. 

On the 28th of July, an expedition sailed from the Do wns, 
iinder Eear-A.dmiral Sir Richard John Strachan, contfdning 
nearly 40,000 troops, under Lieutenant-General the Earl of 
Chatham, destined to attack the French shipping in Flush- 
ing, and to destroy the enemy’s works in the Scheldt, which 
was to be rendered no longer navigable for 'ships of war. 
This fleet, mcludbig mortar-vessels and about 120 hired and 
revenue cutters, gun-boats, tkc., amounted in the whole to 
245 vessels of war, to which were added about 400 trans- 
ports with troops. Except the taking of Flushing, no ad- 
vantage was gained by this expensive effoii}. In that port 
were found three vessels on the stocks, a 74-gun ship, frigate, 
and Img j the two latter were destroyed at the evacuation 
of the port in December, but the timbers of the former were 
removed to Woolwich, wheTe they were put togetheivand 
the ship named the Chatham* A frigate of 1,1(K) tons also 
fell into the hands of the British, and became the 38-gim 
fngate LauieL The basin, arsenal, and sea-defences of Flush- 
ing were destroyed, and the poi*t rendeied unfit for a French 
depot ; but had more energy been used by the commander of 
the land forces, it is believed that tlio troops .might have 
landed, and marched on to Antvverp. Hundreds of valuable 
lives were sacrificed by the occupation of the island of Wal- 
cheren. The whole b\isiuess was ill-timed and untoward, 
and few who were present and engaged in it but bear about 
them the effects of the .Polder fever, inherent to the low and 
swampy island which for many months they were compelled 
to iiihabit. 

On the 14th of August, Commander Hisbet Josiah Wil- 
loughby, of the 18-gun ship-sloop Otter, while cruising off 
Cape Brabant, Isle of France, observe^ a brig, a lugger, and 
gun-boat, at anchor under the protection of the batteries of 
Rm^re Noire, Conceiving that if an unexpected attack 
could 1>e made, they might be brought off, notwithstanding 
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the powerful batteries wliich sheltered them, Captaipi Wfl- 
loughby detennined to make the attempt with the boats, and 
having stood off until dai'k, regained the mouth of the river 
at about llh. p.m. At a little before midnight the boats put 
off, commanded by the captain in person, who embarked in a 
six-oared gig ; the launch (containing about twenty men) 
was commanded by Lieufcenant John Bums, and the jolly- 
boat by William Weiss, midshipman. The gig was design^ 
to board the gun-boat, the launch the brig, and the jolly-boat, 
the lugger. Covered by the darkness, the three boats en- 
tered the harbour ujiipcrceived, but having missed the gun- 
boat, they boarded and carried the lugger. Having secured 
this vessel, Captain Willoughby despatched tlie launch and 
jolly-bo<at to board the biig, and preceeded himself in search 
of the gun-boat. The launch and jolly-boat got alongside 
the biig, on the deck of wiiich was drawn up a large party 
of soldiers ; but the seamen boarded, and after a smart 
struggle overcame all resistance. The brig’s cable was in 
the meanwhile cut by the man left in the launch for the 
purpose. This gallant fellow, whose name we regret our 
inability to record, received a severe wound in the head from 
the mate of the brig, but whom in return he killed with a 
blow from his axe. 

Captain Willoughby, after a vain search for the gun-boat, 
during which he had gone near enough to be hailed by a 
sentry on the innermost battery, arrived on board the brig, 
and finding there was no chance of getting the prize away, 
she being secured to the shore by a chain hxsfc to her keel, 
ordered the prisoners to be removed, and the vessel to be set 
on fire. But as liumanity was always a leading feature in 
tliis gallant officer’s character, he was induced to change his 
intention, in consequence of some of the brig’s crew being 
wounded, and which would have rendered their removal 
difficult. The vessel was therefore abandoned, and the 
three boats taking the lugger in tow, carried her off under a 
tremendous fire from the batteries, by this time in a state of 
Jilarrn. In order to give the batteries a chance of hitting the 
boats, false fires were continually thrown up from the brig, 
which illumined the river. No greater loss was sustained in 
this daring exploit than one man killed in the launch, and 
another wounded, with the loss of an arm. The logger’s 
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masts were mucli damaged by the fire from the forts. Just 
AS the boats cleared the rivet they were met by Lieutenant 
Thomas L. P. Laxigharne, who, observiiig the heavy firing, 
was proceeding wth the cutter to render assistance in case 
any was needed. 

On the 24 th of Aurast, Captain William Hoste, in the 
Amphion, reconnoitred the port of CortelazzOj in the Adriatic, 
in which were discovered six Italian gun-boats and a convoy 
of irabacctil os, moored under a battery of four 24-pounders 
in the river Piavie. Finding it impracticable, on account of 
the shoalness of the water, for the frigate to enter the port, 
Captain Hoste determined to send in the boats. To prevent 
suspicion of bis design, the ship was kept out of sight of land 
until the evening of the 26th, when, soon after midnight, 
she anchored at the entrance of the Piavie. At 3h. a.m. a 
party of seamen and marines, under Lieutenants Charles G. 
It. Phillott, George M. Jones, and Lieutenant of marines 
Thomas Moore, landed about a mile to the southward of the 
battery, leaving lieutenant William Slaughter with the 
boats, to push for the river tlie moment he should perceive 
that the fort was carried. At 3h. 1 Jin. the alarm was given, 
and at the same instant Lieutenant Phillott and his pai*ty 
attacked the fort ; but although surrounded by a ditch and 
a chevaux“dtvfri.se, it was taken, and the preconcei’ted signal 
made for tne boats to advance. The guns of the battery 
were then turned on the gun-boats, which were also attacked 
by musketry from the marines. The gun-boats were boarded 
by Lieutenant Slaughter and his division, and, after a slight 
opposition, taken possession of, as well as two trabacculos 
with cargoes, which were brouglit off, and five others burnt. 
Having spiked tlio guns, and totally desti'oyed the battery, 
the boats returned to the Amphion at Ih. p.m., having only 
one marine wounded, which immunity wa.s chiefiy due to the 
exceedingly well-laid and admirably-conducted plan. For his 
distingiushed gallantry on this and several previous occa- 
sions, Lieutenant Phillot was promoted to the rank of com- 
mander. Besides the above-mentioned officers, the following 
were present in the boats:- — Masters’ mates John Dalleny 
and Thomas Boardman ; Midshipmen Joseph Gape, Charles 
H. Boss, George Castle, Charles Henry Kemptharn, William 
L. Bees, Thomas Edward Hoste, Francis George Farewellji 
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and Robert Spearman ; also As^stant-Surgeon Jonathan 
Angas. The above is a naval medal boat action. 

On the night of the 7th of September the boats of the 
2 S-gnii frigate Memiry, Captain the Hon. Heniy Duncan, in 
coininand of lieutenant Watkm Owen Fell, assisted bj Dieur 
tenant Robert J. Gordon, and Lieutenant of marines Jain 
Why lock, Captain’s clerk George Anderson, and the Gunner 
Sandell, each of whom had charge of a boat, entered the har- 
bour of Barletta, near Manfredonia, where they boarded and 
gallantly captured the French national schooner Pugli^se, of 
five long 6-pounder and two 18-pounder guns, and thirty-one 
men, commanded by an enseigne de vaisseau. The schooner> 
when thus boarded, was moored with eight cables inside, and 
close to the mole, on which was posted a large patty ot 
troops ; she was also within musket-shot of a castle mounting 
eight guns, and of two anned feluccas. As the rudder and 
sails of the schooner were on shore, the boats took her in 
tow, and so judiciously and speedily was ever 3 rthing per- 
formed, that the prize was carried off and not one of the 
gallant victors wounded. 

On the 10th of September, the 10-gun brig Diana, Lieu- 
tenant William Kempthorne, when standing into the Bay of 
Ainarang, in tlie island of Celebes, discovered the Dutch 
14-gim brig Zephyr l}diig at anchor close under a foit. lieu- 
tenant Kempthorne resolved to attempt her capture with 
the boats at night, when the land breeze set in ; and the 
Diana beat about the bay, disguised as a merchant vessel, 
until it became dark, wmen the boats departed upon this 
enterprise. After a fruitless search of two hours, the boats 
returned, and Lieutenant Kempthorne, conjecturing that the 
Zephyr had sliiffced her position, and would try to reach the 
shelter of a strong fort in the Bay of Monado, hoisted in the 
boats and made sail in that direction. On the 1 1th, at day- 
/iglit, tlie enemy was discovered hull down ahead, and the 
chase was continued with much eagerness. At 4h. 30m. 
p.H., the Zephyr being within fom^ miles of Monado fo^^^ 
was taken aback by tlie land wind, while the Diana, still 
favoured by the sea breeze, succeeded in getting witliin half 
gun-shot of her opponent’s lee beam before feeling the lami 
breeze, tvhen she ^so tilled on the ]a3[*boai*d tack. The action 
then commenced, and after engaging about forty minutes, 
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thfi Zephyr, encouraged by tie appearance of five grin* boats 
sweeping ol!' to her as^stanee, ran down ^ 
of tie wea,tiex**'beam of tie Diana. Siortly af||>rwards, her 
m^n-'topsail sheet being shot away, she fell on boafd tie 
Biana, and at about 5h, 40m.^ just as tie British w’^ere about 
to board, iauled down ier colours. Tie Diaiia, taking her 
prize in tow, then stood towards tie gun-boats, which were 
sweeping down in line u|)on her weatier-beam ; but they 
dispersed after receiving a few shot from the brig. The 
Biana sustained little damage, and had not a man hurt. The 
Zephyr WHS much up in masts and rigging, and, out of 
forty-five men (the sfime in number as the Biana’s ci-ew), had 
her first lieutenant and lour killed, and eight men wounded. 
jAcmtenant Kemptliorne was promoted to the rank of com- 
mander on the 3rd of April, 1811. This is a naval medal 
action. 

On the 16th^ of September, Commodoj'e Josias Bowley 
having determined to attack the harbour or bay of St. Paul’s, 
Isle of Bourbon (a noted resoit of French cruisers), a detach- 
ment of 368 troops, including officers, embarked at Fort 
Buncan, Island of Rodriguez, on board the 36-gun frigate 
N6r^ide, Captain Roberi Corbett ; Otter, Commander Nesbit 
J. Willoughby j and the H.E.LC.’s armed schooner Wasp, 
Lieutenant WatkiovS. On the evening of the 18th, the Rai- 
sonable, bearing the commodore’s broad pendant, being off 
Pent .Louis, Isle of France, was joined by the frigates Sirius 
and Boadicea, Captains Samuel Pym and John Hatley. On 
the morning of the 19th, 100 men from the Raisonable and 
Otter, and the marines of the squadron, 136 in number, 
forming with the troops a total of 604, including officer.'?, 
were put on board the lSr6r6ide, and in the evening the 
squadron stood towards Bourbon. 

By 7h, A.M. on the 21st, the pai’ty (including a division of 
seamen couamtuided by Captain Willoughby), having landed 
without opposition, were in possession of the batteries of 
Lambousi^re and La Centidre, when Captain Willoughby 
with his sjiilors turned the guns of those batteries on the 
shipping, the fire from which had arxnoyed the troops consi- 
derably; After defeating the enemy in a smart skirmish, 
the British took a third battery, named Le Neuf ; but, the 
French having been reinforced, the British spiked the guns 
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of the first and second batteries,, and manned the battery of 
Le Neuf, which thte opened upon the Fi-ench 40~gun M 
Caroline and her consorts. The fourth and fifth batte^^ 
WCTe also thken, and by 8h. 30ih. a.m. the town batteries 
(luounting together 117 heavy gims), magazines, eight field- 
pieces, and all the public stores, together with seyeral pri- 
soners, wez’e in possession of the troops under lieuteziant- 
Colonel Keating. The squadron halving in the meanwhile 
stood into the bay, opened a heavy fire upon the Caroline 
and two Indiamen— her prizes — as well as on those battei'ies, 
which, being at a distance from the point of attack, were 
enabled to continue their fire. Having anchored in the road, 
close off* the town of St. Paul, measures w^ere taken to secure 
the French ships, all of wdiich, on the near approach of the 
British, had cut their cables and drifted on shore. They 
were got off without haring sustained any material injury. 

Of the party under Captain Willoughby, two seamen and 
five marines were killed; and Lieutenant Edward Lloyd, 
and Lieutenant of marines Matthew Howdeii of the Raison- 
able, the latter mortally, and Lieutenant of marines Thomas 
R. Pye, of the Boadicea, two seamen, and thirteen marines 
wounded, and one seaman missing. Of the troops, eight 
were killed, forty wounded, and two missing. Total : fifteen 
killed, fifty-eight wounded, and three missing. The ships 
captured were the 40-gim frigate Caroline, of 1,078 tons, 
the H.E.I.C.’s ships Streatliam and Europe, the 14-gun brig 
Grappler, together with five or six smaller vessels. By 
evening the demolition of the different batteries and of the 
magazines was completed, and the troops and seamen re- 
embarked. 

On the 22nd, in the evening, a French force appearing on 
the hiHs, Captain Willoughby volunteei’ed his services to at- 
tack them, which, being accepted, he landed with a pa,rty of 
seamen, and destroyed the storehouses and public property, 
including an extensive government store, containing all the 
raw silk of the Indiamen, valued at more than half a inillion 
sterling. The party re-embarked without sustaining any 
loss. The Caroline was coinmissioned as a British cruiser, 
and named the Bouibonnaise, and Captain Corbett appointed 
to command her. The vacancy in the N6r^ide, caused by 



1809.] DESTRUCTION OF ROBUST AND LION. 299 

Captain Corbett’s removal, was filled by Captain Willoughby, 
whose conduct richly merited the promotion he received, 

On the 17th of October, in the morning, the boats of 
the 18-gun ship-sloop Hazard and 18 gxm brig Pelorus, 
Commanders Hugh Cameron and Thomas Huskisson, in 
which were Lieutenants James Robertson and Edward 
Flinn, assisted by Midshipnieii John S. Brisbane, Hugh 
Hunter, and Ebeuezer Scott, and William Fergusson, boat- 
sw£iin of the Pelorus, attacked a privateer schooner moored 
under the batteries of Sainte Marie, island of Guadaloupe. 
Although exposed for some time to a heavy fire of grape 
and musketry, the schooner was boarded and carried ; but 
being found moored to the shore by a chmn secured round 
the masthead and by others upon each qmtrter, she was set 
on fire and soon aiterwaids blew up. In performing this 
service six men were killed, and Lieutenant Flinn and 
Mr. Fergusson much burnt by the explosion of the priva- 
teer ; besides which, seven men were wounded by the 
enemy’s fire. 

On the 26th of October, the French 80-gun sliip Robust 
and 74-gun ship Lion, belonging to the squadron of Rear- 
Admiral Baudin, which had escaped from Toulon with 
Admiral Ganteaunie, were driven on shore near Frontignan, 
in the Gulf of Lyons, by a squadron of six sail of the line, 
commanded by Rear-Admiral George JNIartin, 'consisting of 
the following ^ 

Guns. Ships. 

BO Canopus . 

^Kenown „ Philip C. C. H. Durham 

Tigi*e Benj. Hallowcll 

74 - Sultan . Edward Griffiths 

Leviathan . . John Hiii'vey 

^Cumberland Hon. Philip Wodehouse 

The French ships were set on fire by their own crews, and 
at lOh. 30m. p.m. blew up with a tromendous explosion, 
the British being at the time becalmed about seven miles 
distant. 

The remainder of a largo fleet of armed store-ships and 
transports, wMch had sailed with Admiral Ganteaume from 
Toulon, bound to Barcelona, now consisting of seven mer- 


Rear-Ad. Geo. Martin (red) 
Captain Chas. Inglis 
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chant vessels, in charge of the 8-pounder IG-gun store- 
ehip Lam proie, Lieutenant de vaisseau I^a Bret^ehe, the 
two armed bombards Victoire and Grpndeur, and xebeck 
Normandie, anchored in the Bay of Rosas, under the pro- 
tection of sev(iral powerful batteries. Lord CoUingwood 
having determined that an attempt to capture or destroy 
these vessels should be made, despatched Oaijtain Benjamin 
Hallow ell, in the Tigre, with a squadron, for the purpose. 
On the evening of the 31st of October, after dark, the 
British squadron 1301*0 up for the Bay of Rosas, and anchored 
about five miles from the town, except the brigs Philomel, 
Scout, and Tuscan, which continued underway to cover 
the boats. The following are the names of the officers em- 
ployed on this service : — Tigre : Lieutenants John Tailour, 
A. W. J. C^li fiord, Edward Boxer, William Matterface, Wil- 
liam Hamilton, and John Boulton ; IVIasters' mates James 
Caldwell, Joshua Kynson ; Midshipmen Ley Richard Syer, 
Honourable Robert C. Spencer, Henry Fawcett, George 
F. Bridges, George Sandys, James Athill, Hondurablo 
George J. Percival, James Montagu, and Frederick Noel ; 
and Assistant- Surgeon Alexander Hosack. Cumberland : 
Lieutenants John Murray, Richard Stuart, and William 
Bradley ; Captiiin of marines Edwjird Baillie ; Master's 
mate J ohn W ebster ; Midshipmen Charles R. Milboume, 
Henry Wise, William H. Brady, and Annesley Blackmore. 
Apollo : Lieutenants James Beglue, RobeH C. Barion, and 
John Forster; Masters’ mates Henry W. de Chair and 
William Plant ; Midshipmen James Dunderdale and Henry 
Lanciister ; and Captain’s clerk J ohn O. French. Topaze : 
Lieutenants Chailes Hammond, Nicholas James C. Dunn, 
William Rawlins, Lord Balgonie (Yille de Paris), and Wil- 
liam Halstead (marines) ; Masters mate Alexander Boyter; 
Carj>enter Thomas Canty ; and MidKshipmen J oseph Hume, 
Hungerford Luthill, and Harry Nicholas. Yolontaire: Lieu- 
tenants Dalliousie Tait (Monarch), Samuel Sison, Honour- 
able J. A. Maude ( Yille de Paris), and William Burton and 
Duncan Campbell (marines); Masters’ mates John Banna- 
tyne and Thomas Randall; Midshipmen Richarri Harness, 
Henry J. Loeke, and John Armstead (Yille de Paris) ; and 
Carpenter William Middleton. Scout : Lieutenants John 
Farrant and the Hoiioumb]e,W. Waldeginve ; and Mid- 
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shipman John Davy (from the Yille de Paris). Tuscan : 
Lieiitenant Pasco Dunn ; Masters- mates John M^Dongall 
and Charles Gray (both from Ville de Park) ; and Mid- 
^l>hipuian John Sliddy. The boats, under the command of 
Lieutenant Tailour, put off in perfect order, and as they 
approached the enemy the alarm-gun was lired, on which 
the seamen gave three tremendous cheers and dashed on, 
each division of boats to its allotted station. The Lamproie 
’ was boarded at all points, and, notwithstanding a determined 
resistance, was carried in a few minutes. The VictoiTCj 
Grondeur, Normandie, and a felucca, although defended 
with equal bravery, were captured, and this was peiformed 
in the face of a heavy fire from the castle of Kosas and 
several other batteries, and of repeated volleys of musketry 
from the troops wliich lined the beach. By daylight on the 
Ist of November every French vessel of the eleven was 
either burnt at her moorings, or brought off. The loss was, 
however, severe. Lieutenant Tait and Mr. Caldwell, ten 
seamen, and three marines were killed ; and Lieutenants 
Tailour and Forster, Mr. Syer, seven seamen, and one 
marine severely, and Lieutenants Stuart, ]\Iaude, and Begbie, 
Messieurs Webster, Brady, and Armstea<l, twenty -eight sea- 
men, and five marines slightly vroundtul. Total : fifteen 
killed and fifty-five wounded. Lieutenant Tailour was 
immediately promoted to the rank of commander, and 
Mr. Byer, whose gallantry had been very cons^vicuous, and 
whoso wound was of a very dangerous d<^scri])tion, was also 
promoted by Lord Colling wood in a death vacancy. This is 
a naval meda] boat action. 

In the month of Ot^tober, Zante, Cephalonifi, and their 
dependencies, surrendered to a combined naval and military 
force under Ca])tain J ohn W. Bprangfir, of tlie 7 4-gun ship 
Warrior, and Brigadier-General Oswakh Cerigo surren- 
dered abgut tile same time to Captain Jahleel Brenton, of 
the 38*gixii frigate Spartan, and a divivsiou of troops under 
Major (kiaries W, Clarke, of the 35th regiment, as did also 
Ithaca to Commander George Crawley, of the Philomel, and 
a detachmeTit of ti'oops under Captain Church. 

On the 2nd of November, the 18-guu (orvette Victor, 
Commander Edward Stopford, was chased by the French 
iO-gun fxigate Bellone ^ and, at lOh. p.m., after a running 
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fight, having her main and tnizen masts wounded, fore-top- 
saihyard shot away, and rig^ng cut to pieces, hauled down 
her coloiu’s. Two of the Yictor’s men were wounded. 

The town of Jdas-al-KJiyma, in the Persian Gulf, having 
for some time been a nest for numerous desperate pirates, 
it was deemed necessaiy to send an expedition thither to 
destroy it. This duty was intrusted to Captain John 
Wainwright, in cormnand of the 12-pounder 36-gitn frigate 
Chitronne. The squadron consisted, besides the Chifronne, of 
the 1 8-pounder 3d-giin frigate Caroline, Captain Charles 
Gordou, and iI.E.I.O.’s cruisers Mornington, Captain 
Jeabes, and Aurora, Nautilus, Prince of Wales, Fuiy, and 
Ariel, Lieutenants Conyers, Watkins, Allen, Davidson, and 
Salter, on board which a body of troops bad embarked under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith. On the 13th of November this 
service was effected, tlie town being burnt to the ground, 
and the vessels in the port, exceeding fifty in number, 
including thirty large dows, and a quantity of naval stores, 
were completely destroyed. The squadron next visited 
I /inga, where twenty large piratical vessels were destroyed ; 
and on the 27th eleven other vessels of the same character 
were burnt at the town of Luft, and the sea defences of 
both places levelled with the gimind. The pirates made a 
des|)erate resistance at each place, and the loss in })erforming 
these services consc*quently amounted to five killed, fifteen 
severely, and nineteen slightly, wounded. 

On the 12th of l)ecember, while the 38-gun frigate Thetis, 
Captain George Miller, in company with the brigs Pultusk, 
Achates, and Attentive, Commanders William Elliot, 
l^liomas Pinto, and Lieutenant Pobert Carr, and schooner 
Bacchus, Lieutenant Charles D. Jeremy, was cruising off 
Guadaloupe, the JbVencli 16-gun brig Nisus was observed at 
anchor under the jn'otectioii of a fort in the harbour of 
ll;wes. In order to cut out this vessel, the boats of the 
squadron, with the marines and a paily of seamen, were 
despatched und(?r Captain Elliot, assisted by Liexitenant 
Natiianiel Belcbier and Lieutenants of inarines John God- 
frey Ruel and Jervis Cooke. The British landed in the 
e veiling without op|)Osition, and, having proceeded with 
difiiculty through a thick wood, reached tlio rear of the foil, 
wliicli was attacked and carried in gallant style, and the 
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garrison compelled to retreat. Leaving Lieutenant Belchier 
to destroy the battei-y. Captain Elliot, supported by the 
squaclron, and particularly by the Attentive, boarded and 
carried the corvette, without meeting any severer cjisualty 
than four men wounded. The !Nisus, a brig of 340 tons^ 
was added to the British navy under the name of Guada- 
loupe. This is a naval medal boat action. 

On the 14th, the 36-gun frigate Melaihpus, Captain 
EdwardMlawker, cruising off Guadaloupe, alter a chase of 
twenty-eight hours, captured the French 16-gun brig 
Bearnais. The B^imais had one man killed and several 
wounded; ^nd two men were wounded on board the Me- 
lampus by the brig’s fire. On the 17th, the French IG^gun 
corvette Papillon, consort of the above, w'as captured by the 
18-gun corvette Kosamond, Comniaiider Benjamin Walker, 
without much resistance. The Bearnais and Pa])illon were 
added to the , British navy, the former undei* the name of 
Cutieux, 

On the 13tli of December, at Ih. p.m., latitude 17° 18' 
north, longitude 57° west, as tlie 18-pounder 38-gun frigate 
Junori, Captain John Shortland, in company with the 
16-gim brig Observateur, Commander Frederick A. Wether- 
all, were in the act of boarding an American shi}>, four large 
sail were seen to the northward. These were the French 
40~gun frigates Kenommee, Commodore Boquebert, and 
Clomide, Captain Saint Cricq, having iindtjr convoy the 
40-gun frigates Loire and Seine, armed e/// fliitey and each 
moimting twenty guns, long 18-pouuders and 3G-pound€ir 
carronades, Tlio Junon and Observateur made sidl in chase, 
and at 4h. p.m. the straugors wore discovered to be frigates. 
At oh. the Junon made the private sigjial, on winch the 
sti-angers hoisted Sjjanish cidours. ITio Junon, still running 
down towards the fi*igates, made the S|>anish private signal, 
which was con'octly replied to by the llenommee. Thus 
deceived, Captain Shortland continued to approach the 
French frigates, until at Jh. 30ni., when the enemy hauled 
to the wind in line of l;>attle on the larboard tack. The 
Junon then shortened sail, and, having arrived within a 
quarter of a mile of the Kenommee, the latter substituted 
French for Spanish colours, and poured a destructive broad- 
side into the bows of tJm British frigate. Tlie Junon bearing 
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up, then ran under the stern of the Eenomm^ 
a raking broadside. The OTbservat^ about the > sa^ 
time, brought to on the larboard tack, and discba 
broadside at the Fiench frigate, but at too great a distance 
to do nmeh execution. The Clorinde, the next ship to the 
commodore, then ranged up on the starboard beam of the 
Junon, and between these ships a warm action ensued. 
After the Junon and Clorinde had engaged about * ten 
minutes, the Henommee, being some distance ahead pf the 
combatants, wore round on the starboard tack arid ran the 
Junon on board on her larboard beam; the Seine atid Lome 
also stationed themselves, one ahead and the other astmi, 
of the Junon, and kept up a galling fire. The Loire, having 
on board 200 troops, after a time, ran her bowsprit over the 
starboard quarter of the British frigate, in which position 
the deck of the latter became exposed to a destructive fire 
of musketry. In the heat of the action, Captain Shortlaiid 
had one of liis legs broken by a grape*shot, and was also 
badly wounded by s])linters. The command tlveii devolved 
on Lieutenant Samuel Baiiilett Deecker. Tlic Junon was now 
grapjded by the Clorinde, and an attempt made to board on 
tlie starboard quarter ; but being resisted by a few men led 
on by Lieutenant J c»hn Green, of the marines, who nobly fell 
in the struggle j the assault^<kiled. The foresail being then 
set, the Junon disengaged herself from her opponents ; but, 
being again closed Avith, and boarded on both sides at once, 
tlie British ensign was hauled down. 

The Junon commenced the action with no more than 
224 men ; and, of this number, had twenty, including Lieu- 
tenaxit Green, killed ; and forty, including Captain Short/land 
and some oliicers not named, w^ounded. The Observateur, 
JiaAdng hauhid to the wind as soon as the impossibility of 
preventing the capture of the Jimon was observed, escaped 
without loss. The Henommee, out of a crew of 360, had 
fifteen men killed and three wounded ; and the Clorinde, 
six killed and fifteen wounded. The Loire and Seine, 
which, including 200 troops, mustered each near 400 men, 
escaped without loss. The damages of the Junon were such, 
that her captors, deeming it impossible to cariy her to Guada- 
loupe, fixun \vhich they Avere vvithih two days’ sail, set her 
on lire; and the likighsh pendant remained flying ovei^ the 
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biimiiig ship until tho masts fell This is another of those 
honourable defeats which adorn the pages of British history/^ 

On the 15th, at Ih. p.m., the Observateur arrived off 
Basse-Terre^ G uadaloupe, and having telegraph ed to the 
38-gun frigate Blonde, Captain Volant Vashon Ballard^ that 
an enemy’s squadron of five frigates was witliin six hours’ 
sail of her, stood on towards Martinique. The Blonde, in 
company with the 38-gun frigate Thetis, Captain George* 
Miller, and 18-gun sloops Hazard and Cygnet, Commanders 
Hugh Cameron and Edward Dix, immediately made sail for 
the channel, between the Saintes and Guadaloiipe ; and 
on the next day the i8-gan brigs Scorpion and Ringdove, 
Commanders Francis Stanfell and Willian\ Dowers, joined, 
and were detached to reconnoitre Basse-Terre. 

On the 17th, the 32-gun fiigate Castor, Captain William 
Roberts, joined, with information, that on the 15th she had 
been chased by the Renommee and consorts. At daylight 
two strange ships were seen to the northward. These were 
the Seine and the Loire, wliich liad separated from their 
consorts, and were making the be.st of their way to Basse- 
Terre. Chase was immediately given, and at lOh. a.m., the 
two frigates, finding themselves cut ofi‘ from their port., 
entered a cove named Anse la Bar(]|ii€>, and anchored head 
and stem, under the protection of a strong battery on each 


> Oaptain Shortland, a most valuable and distinguished otFicer, had 
suffered amputation of his right leg aV)ove the knee, and of a finger, but 
bad there been a probability of saving his hie, other operations would 
have been necessary. His sufferings, when the Castor l)ove in sight, in 
being removed from the captain’s cabin to the gun-room, were extreme, 
and not less so, when taken from the frigate to the slioi’e, an<l in being 
conveyed thirteen milers, in a scorching sun, to the Imvspital. Aft<5r being 
TXnable to sit up in his bed during the five weeks siibsoqiient to his cap- 
ture, Captain Shortland expired on the *21 st of January, ISIO. General 
Ernouf paid every possible respect to his remains, and he was Ixuried at 
Basse-Teire, with miiitjiry Ixonours, 

At the capture of Guadaloupe, Lieutenant Deecker and the surviving 
officers of the Juuon, who had been landed with Captain Shortland from 
the Loire and Seine, were released ; axid on the 20th of Felxruary, ISIO, 
were honourably acquitted by a oourt-inartial, for the loss of the J unon. 
Lieutenant Deecker being strongly recommended for promotion, was 
made a commander on the 1 7th of April following. Ilie second and third 
lieutenants of the Junon, George V. Jackson and Henry C^^onn, had been 
taken on board the Renommee, which ship, witli the Clorinde, anchored 
in Brest Road on the 23rd of January, 1810. 
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point of the cove. At 2hv 40m. p.m. a batteiy on Point 
lizard, a little to the southward of Anse la Barque^ liaving 
hred at the British squadron and stmck the Bingdoye^ 
tain Bowers embatk:eil a party in his boats ; and at 3h. 
landed, and stormed and caiTied the fort, of which he spiked 
the guns, blew up the magazine, and at 4h. retiimed to the 
Bingdove without having sustained any loss. In the evening, 
the 12-gun schooner Elizabeth, Lieutenant Charles Finch, 
joined company, and was despatched to sound the entrance 
to the bay, where Lieutenant Finch succeeded in finding a 
safe anchorage. On tlie same evening, the 36-guii Mgate 
Freija, Captain John Itayes, arrived from Martinique. 

On the 18th, at 8h. 30m. a.m., the 74-gun ship Sceptre, 
Captain Samuel J. Ballard, arrived from Martinique just as 
a hag of truce came oli‘ from tlio shore. This the commodore 
speedily dismissed, and made preparation for an immediate 
attack. The Blonde and Thetis were ordered to enter the 
bay, and engage tlie^ French frigates, while the Sceptre and 
Freija cannonaded "tlie batteries, and the Hazard, Cygnet, 
BingdovCj and Elizabeth, were ordered to take the boats of 
the squadron in tow. Owing to light winds, the frigates 
found great difficulty in nearing the shore ; but at 21i. 25m. 
P.M. one of the forts commenced firing, and at 2h. 40m. 
the Seine and Loire opened their fire. Having at length 
tirrived within a quarter of a mik of the French frigates, 
and within half pistol-shot of a fort, the Blonde anchored 
with springs, and opqped her starboard broadside ; and the 
Thetis soon afterwards anchored and commenced firing. At 
3h. 30m. one of the enemy’s ships was dismasted, and sur- 
rendered 5 and the ThetLs, which ship had principally engaged 
her, tiien brought her broadside to bear on the foiii. At 
4h. 20in. the remaining French frigate hauled down her 
colours, and the Blonde and Thetis made sail out of reach of 
the foii}. At 5h. 20m., the northernmost frigate having 
caught fire, blew up with a tremendous explosion, and a 
portion Of the burning wreck falling on board the other 
frigate, caused her destruction also. 

Just as the night was closing in, the boats of the squadron, 
under the orders of Captain Cameron, covered by the fire of 
the brigs, quitted for the shore, and landed under a heavy 
fii-e. The British succeeded in storming the foil/, but liot 
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without sustaining a serious loss in the j)erson of Captain 
Cameron, who was wounded by a musket-ball, while gallantly 
hauling down the French colours, and afteiwai^ds killed by a 
grape-shot, as he was stej>ping into ' his boat to return to the 
Hazard, after having so well executed the ser\i.ce he was 
sent to perform. The principal loss was sustained by the 
Blonde and Thetis ; the former had her first lieutenant, 
George Jenkins, Edward Freeman, master’s mate, four sea- 
men, and two marines killed ; and lueutenaiit Caesar W. 
Bichardson, Tliomas Ilobotham, midshipman, ten seamen, 
and four marines wounded : the Thetis had six seamen 
wounded : total, including Captain Cameron, of the Hazard, 
nine killed and twenty-two w^mnded. The first lieutenant 
of the Sceptre, John Wyborn, was i)romGted for this service, 
his commission bearing date the day of the action. The 
naval medal lias been aw'ardedto all the ships engaged on tlife 
above occasions. 
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On the 10th of January, Commander Richard Arthur, in 
the lO-gun brig Cherokee, perceiving seven lugger privateers 
lying vnthin 200 yards of the pier-head of .Dieppe, resolved to 
attack tlieiu, and at Ih. a,m. on the 11 th, favoured with a 
leading wind, stood in, and iiinning between two of the 
luggers, laid one on board ; which, after a fruitless attempt 
to boai’d the brig, was carried. The vessel av as the Aimable 
Nelly, of rOG tons, mounting sixteen guns, with a crew of 
sixty men, of whom two were killed and eight wounded. 
The I’ernaining luggers kept up a smart fi.re of musketry ; 
but the Cherokee succeeded in carrying off her prize. Lieu- 
tenant Yere Gabriel, and James Ilalph, boatswain, were the 
only sulfercTs •upon this occasion, both of whom were 
wounded in the hand. Commander Arthui', for this very 
dashing exploit, obtained post rank. The naval medal has 
been awarded for the above gallant performance. 

On the 11th of January, the 18-gun brig Scorf>ion, Com- 
mander Francis Stanfell, was <letached from a squadron under 
Captain Yolant Y. Ballard, in the 38-gun frigate Blonde, 
stationed off Basse Terre, Guadaloupe, to bring out a French 
brig at anchor near the shore. At 9h. p.m. the Scorpion, 
Avhile jjrocc^odmg in search of the intended object of attack, 
which was the Frencli 1 G-gun brig Oreste, ^lUeutenant de 
vaissrau Mousnier, perceived her just coming out, having 
cleared the north point of the bay. All sail was made in 
4:luise, and, assisted by the sweeps, the Scorpion, at llh. p.m., 
brought the French brig to action, which was protiacted 
until Ih. 30m. a.m. on the 12th, when the Oreste surrendered. 
In tlie course of the engagement, the Scorjuon had to sustain 
the fire of a battery on a point of the land, by which her 
rigging and sjuis were much cut. The Blondes barge 
arrived up just as the Oreste had surrendered, and assisted 
in taking possession of the prize. The Bcorpion had four 
men wounded, and the Oreste two men killed and ten 
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wotmded. The first lieutenant of the Scorpion in tliis 
action was G eorge Charles BlaJce. The prize was added to 
the British nayy, by the name of Wellington. Ooinmander 
Stanfell obtained his post rank on the 19th of March follow- 
ing. The naval medd is awarded for the above capture. 

On the 17th of January, the 36-g^in frigate Freija, Cap- 
tain John Hayes, while ciniising off Guadaloupe, discovered 
a brig and two other vessels in Bale Mahaut. At 9h. l^in. p.m. 
four boats, under the orders of Lieutenant David Hope, 
asi^ted by Lieutenant of marines John Sliillibeer, Master’s 
inate A. G. Countess, and Samuel Bray, gunner, pushed off 
from the frigate to endeavour to cut them out ; and afteir 
experiencing great difiiculty in finding a passage, Lieutenant 
Hope detained a fisherman, from whom he leanit, that a 
detachment pf troops had arrived at Bale Mahaut on that 
evening from Pointe h, Pifcre. Undismayed by this infoiina- 
tion, the boats proceeded, and having arrived within a short 
distance of the noi*th-east point of the hfirbour, were saluted 
by a fire of grape from two batteries. The brig having 
brought her six guns on one side to l^ear, also opened on the 
boats, which were likewise fired at from men concealed in 
the bushes on the banks. The boats, howevei*, pushed for- 
wards, and the brig was boarded; the Frenchmen- escaping 
to the shore. Leaving Mr. Bray witli a few hands on board 
the brig, with directions to cover his landing, Lieutenant 
Hope pushed for the shore ; but although the boats grounded 
at so great a distance that the officers and men had to wade 
up to their waists to get to the beach, they persevered and 
reached the first battery, from which the enemy retreated as 
the Britisli advanced, posting themselves behind a brick 
breastwork, from whence they opened a fire of musketry. 
The Frenchmen were, however, quickly dislodged from this 
position by the bayonets of the marines. The battery 
mounted ofie 24-pou.nder and six howitzers. The gun was 
hove over the cliff, the howitzers buried in the sand, and the 
battery and magazine destroyed. Lieutenant Hope, deter- 
mined to finish his work, then dashed at and carried the 
second battery, mounting three 24-pouuders, which were 
spiked, and the carriages and guard-house destroyed. Lieu- 
tenant Hope wdth his party then returned to the brig, which 
was by this time fast in the muda the crew having cut her 
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cables previotisly to q^uitting her ; but, after grf^^t exertions, 
she was got ahoat. Near the brig were a large sliip, and a 
sohooner on the mud, which were destroyed. Ilaviiig com- 
])leted this task, the brig was taken in tow by the boats; and 
cai'ried ‘otf. Only t wo men of the painty were woniided. 
Owing to the partial suppression of the official letter of 
Cai)taia Hayes, Lieutenant Hope was not promoted until 
June, 1814, 

On the 6th of Februaiy, Gtiadaloupe suri*endered to a 
British squadron, under the command of Vice-Admiral the 
Honourable Sir Alexander Cochrane, and a body of troops 
under Lieutenant-General Sir George Beckwith. The naval 
medal has been awai'ded to those engaged in tliis capture.^ 

On the 10th of February, latitude 25*^ 22' north, longitude 
81° 27' west, the 10-gun schooner Thistle, Lieutenant Peter 
Procter, brought to action, at 5h. P.M., the Dutch corvette 
Havik, pierced for eighteen guns, but mounting only ten 
(six long 4-pounders and four 2-poLmd swivels), with a 
complement of hfty-two men and boys, having on board the 
Batavian Bear- Admiral Buyskcs, and valuably laden. The 
engagement continued until 6h. 45m., when the Havik made 


• The following is an official list of the names of ships and captains to 
which the medals are granted : — Pompee, Vice-Admiral Hon. Sir A. I. 
Oochrano, Capt. 0. liilkes ; Abercrombie, Capt. W. C. Fab ie ; Alfred, 
Capt. J. H. Watson ; Alcinene, Oapt. Hon. W. Maude ; Asp, Com. R. 
Preston ; Aurora, Capt, J ohii Duer ; Ainaranthe, Com. George Pringle ; 
Achates, Com. T. I^into ; Attentive, Lieut. Itobcrt Carr j Bellotte, 
Com. 1). Sloane ; Paliabou, Lieut. Geo, Mills ; Bacchus, Lieut, B. 
Jeremy ; Blonde, Capt. V. V. B-allard ; Castor, Capt. (act,) W, Roberta ; 
Cherub, Com. T. T. Tucker; Cygnet, Com. Edw. Dix ; Elizabeth, 
Lieut. Fitch ; Freija, John Hayes ; Fawn, Com. Hon G. A. Crofton ; 
Frolic, Com. Thomas Whinyates ; Forester, Com. J; E. Watt ; Gloire, 
Capt, Jas, Garthew ; Guadaloupe, Com. M. Head ; Grenada, Lieut. S, 
Briggs ; Hazard, Com. W. Elliott ; Loire, Oapt, A. W. Schomberg ; 
Laura, Lieut. N. C. Hunter; Melauipus, Capt. E. Hawker; Mome 
Fortun^>e, Liout. F, Wills ; Netley, Lieut. Jackson ; Orpheus, Ca.pt. 
P. Tonyn ; Obsorvateui’, Com. F, A. Wetherall ; Perlen, Capt. K. 
Thompson; Pelorus, Com. Thos, Iluskissoii ; Pultusk, Com. J. 
McGeorge ; Plumper, Lieut. W. Frissell; Rosamond, Com. B. Walker ; 
Ringdove, Corn. VV, Dowers ; »Sceptre^ Capt. S. Ballard ; Statira, Capt. 
(act.) H. Boys ; Scorpion, Com. F. Stanfell ; Savage, Com. W. Ferrie; 
Sup^rieure, Com. H. C. Coxen ; Star, Coin. D. Paterson ; Snap,. Com. 
J. 1\ Stewart ; Surinam, Com. A. Hodge ; Subtle, Lieut. 0. Brown; 
Thetis, Capt. Geo. Miller ; Vimiera, Com, E* Scobell ; Wanderer, 
Com. William Robilliard, 
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all sail before the wind ; but at 8h. 30m. the Thistle again 
got alongside, and, after some smart firing, compelled her to 
surrendei*. The Thistle, out of a crew of fifty men and boys, 
had one marine killed, and her commander and six men 
wounded ; and on board the Havik, one man was killed, and 
the Dutch admiral and seven men badly wounded. Lieu- 
tenant Procter was promoted in the June following, and tlie 
naval medal has been awarded to the surviving participators. 

On the 9th of February, the French 40-gun frigate 
N^r^ide, Captain Lemaresquier, unaware of the surrender of 
Guadaloupe, arrived off Basse Terre at night, and sent a boat 
on shore for a pilot. At daylight, discovering that the 
island was in the possession of the British, the frigate made 
all sail, and although pursued by a squadron of one 74-gun 
ship and four frigates, pariicularly by the Blonde, Captain 
y, V. Ballard, effected her escape. 

On the 13th the Ner6ide was discovered off Abaco Point, 
St. Domingo, by the 22-gim sliip Bainbow, Captain James 
Wooldridge, endeavouring to make the windward passage. 
The Bainbow gallantly pursued her ; and on the morning of 
the 14th, when within about a mile of the frigate, the 
18-gun brig Avon, Commander Henry T. Frazer, hove* in 
sight on the larboard bow, and joined in the pursuit, stand- 
ing across the NcrCide, At Ih. 15m. p.m., the Nertude 
(running with the wind on her larboard quarter) fired her 
main-deck stern-chasers at the Bainbow, and shortly after- 
wards cut away the stern boat to be able to fire her quarter- 
deck chase-guns. At 3h. 30m. the Ker6ide, having hauled 
up about south-west to avoid the Avon, was enabled to fire 
her larboard broadside at the Rainbow. The British ship 
then hauling up, brought the N6r6ide to close action, until 
4h., at which time tlie Avon arrived up, and poured a raking 
broadside into the stem of the enemy. At 4h, 5m. the 
Kerdide, having disabled the masts and cut away the greater 
part of the standing and running rigging of the Bainbow, 
wore round, and opened fire upon the Avon, and after a 
running fight between these ill-matched combatants, which 
lasted till 5h. (by which time the Avon was in a vrorse con- 
dition than the Bainbow), the N^reido made sail to the 
northward and left her. , Omng to the high firing of the 
French frigate, the Bainbow h^ only ten men wounded. 
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The Avon was much disabled in hull, and had oi^e man 
killed and one mortally wounded ; and Lieutenant Ouriiis 
Beid, one midshipman, and five mpii severely wounded. 

On the 13th of February, eight boats belon^iig to a 
sqiiadroh lying in Basque Hoads, consisting of the 80-gun 
ship Chiistian VII,, Captain Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, and 
frigates Armide and Seine, Captains Lucius Hardyman and 
David Atkins, were despatched, unders the orders of Lieu- 
tenant Henry G:. Guion, to destroy three vessels which had 
grounded on the reef off Point Chatillon. As the boats 
advanced, nine French gun-boats, each armed with a 
12-pourider carronade and six swivels, pulled out from the 
Isle d’Aix., to prevent the boats from carrying their project 
into effect. Lieutenant Guion, in order to draw' the enemy 
within range, feigned a retreat ; but having reached a suffi- 
cient distance, altered liis course and pulled direct for the 
gun-boats. They immediately retreated ; btit Lieutenant 
Guion, in the barge of the Christian YII., laid one of the 
French boats alongside, and gallantly carried her without 
loss. Lieutenant Samuel Boberts, of the Armide, continued 
the pursuit of the remainder, but was unable to overtake 
them ; he, however, having driven away the defenders of the 
chasse-mareesf boarded and set fire to them. Lieutenant 
Guion was shortly afterwards promoted to the rank of com- 
mander. The naval medal has been awarded to the officers 
and men in the boats on this occasion. 

On the 17th of February, Amboyna capitulated to a 
squadron, consisting of the 38-gun frigate Dover, Captain 
Edward Tucker ; 44-gun frigate Cornwallis, Captain William 
Montagu ; and 18-gun sloop Samarang, Commander 
Bichard Spencer, in which was embarked a party of the 
Madras European regiment. The proceedings which led to 
this com^uest reflect much honour on all concexued, and it 
was accomplished with no greater loss than two privates of 
the Madras regiment, one seaman, and one marine killed ; 
and four soldiers and four seamen wounded. Lieutenant 
Charles Jeflerys, of the Dover, received a blow on the breast 
from a spent giupe-shot, but did not quit his post. An 
armed brig and two cutters fell into the hands of the captors. 
This success led to the capture of the Spice Islands dependent 
on Amboyna, and also of IVIanado and its dependencies. 
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On the 21st of February, latitude 33® 10' north, longitude 
29^^ 30V west, the 3 8-giin Mgate Horatio, Captain George 
Scott, fell in with, and after a long chase and a naiiiiing 
fight of one hour, captured the French frigate- built store- 
ship Necessity, mounting twenty-six guns, with a crew of 
186 men, commanded by Lieutenant Bonnie. 

On the 4th of April, as the 32-gan frigate Success, Captain 
John Aysoough, and 18-gun brig Espoir, Commander Kobert 
Mitford, were running along the coast of Calabria, thioe 
vessels were discovered on the beach near Castiglione. The 
boats of the two ships, under Lieutenants George Bose Sar- 
torius and Bobert Oliver, with Masters’ inates George L. 
Coate^s and Bichard Pearce, were sent to destroy them ; but, 
having arrived within musket-shot of the shore, three of the 
boats struck on a sunken rock and swam])ed, by which acci- 
dent two seamen were drowned, and all the ammunition 
spoiled. Tire remaining officer’s and men swain to the beach 
with their cutlasses in their mouths, and, although exposed 
to a smart fire from two 6-pounders and four wall-pieces, 
Lieutenant Sartorius and his party gallantly inxshed on and 
gfiined posssession of the battery. Having set the vessels on fire, 
spiked the guns, and destroyed the caiTiages,tbe tliree swamped 
boats were recovered, and the party returned to their ships 
with no additional loss, and only two marines wounded. 

On the 11th of April, the 10-gun cutter Sylvia, Lieutenant 
Augustus V. Drury, cruising in the Straits of Sundii, en- 
gaged and sunk a large lugger-rigged prahu, which mounted 
three long 18-pounders. On the 26th, while cruising off 
Middleburg, on the coast of Java, three armed brigs, accom- 
panied by two lug-sail vessels, were obsei*ved standing in for 
Batavia. The Sylvia chased and brought the sternmost brig 
to action, which, after a contest of twenty minutes duration, 
she captured. The j>rize was the Dutch national brig Echo, 
of eight 6-pouiiders and forty-six men. The Sylria, out of her 
small crew of forty-four men and boys, had four killed and three 
wounded ; the Dutch brig, three killed and seven wounded. 
The other brigs, fortunately for the Syl via, did not offer to 
support their consort, but made all sail away, leaving two 
lugger-rigged transports, each mounting two long 9-pounders 
and defended by 60 . men, laden with artillery stores, to 
become the prizes of the Sylvia. Lieutenant Drury received 
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promotion. The medal has been granted for the capture of 
the Echo. 

On the 12th of April, the 32-gun frigate Unicom, Captain 
Alexander Eobert Kerr, being off the Isle of PJie, captured 
the late British 22-gun ship Laurel, then named the Esp6- 
rance, armed Jlute^ from the Isle of France, with a valuable 
cargo of colonial produce. The Laurel was restored to the 
navy under the name of Laurestinas. 

On the Idth of April, the fortress and island of Santa 
Maura surrendered to a British squadron, consisting of the 
74-gun ships Magnihcent and Montagu, Captains George 
Eyre and Bichard IL M oubray ; fngates Belle-Poule and 
Leonidas, Captaiiis James Brisbane and Anselm John Grif- 
fiths ; and 16 -gun brig Irnogeno, Commander Wm. Stephens, 
together with a body of troops under Brigadier-General 
Oswald Captain Eyre received a severe wound in the 
head, and Captain Stephens in the foot, in storming one of 
the forts ; and in the whole the loss amoimted to sixteen 
officers and men killed, eighty-six woiinded, and seventeen 
missing of the army ; and of the navy, tvyo s(‘amen and 
six maaines killed ; and Captains Eyre and Stephens, Lieu- 
tenant Yernoii Lanpliier, Captain of marines William H. 
Snowe, Lieutenant of marines Arthur Morrison, six semneii, 
and twenty-seven marines wounded. Total : twenty -four 
killed, 127 wounded, and seventeen missing. The French gar- 
rison at the capitulation numbered 714 officers and men. 

On the 24th of April, the boats of the lO-gun cutter 
Surly, and gun-brig Firm, Lieutenants Bichai’d Welch and 
J ohn Little, boarded and brouglit off from the moutli of the 
Piron the French privateer Alcide. The privateer h^id been 
chased ashore, and was protected by the fire of 400 troop>s. 
The service was creditably perforaied by Sub-^Lieuteiiant 
Joseph Hodgkin, of the Firm, who was promoted in conse- 
quence. The Firm had the second master killed and one man 
wounded. I’he naval medal is gi*aiited for this action. 

Towfirds the end of April, Captain Neshit J. Willoughby 
(actijig), in the 30-gun frigate K6mde, arrived off the Isle 
ol‘ IVance, from the Capo of Gi>od Hope, where he fell in 
with a squadron under Captain Henry Lambert, which had 
been also sent from Ihe cape to cmise off the M auritius, and 
endeavour to capture or destroy the enemy’s possessions. 
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Captain Willoughby was immediately despatched by Captain 
Lambert to cruise off the south-east coast ; and, arriving off 
the river jJoire, observed a large ship at anchor between 
two forts, which the Nertl4de opened fire upon. This was 
the French ^0*gun frigate Astree, the captfiin of which, 
having learnt that a British squadron was cruising off the 
island, had put in there for shelter. 

On the 30th of A pril, still examining this part of the 
coast, Captain Willoughby obser\>'ed a large merchant ship at 
the anchorage of Jacotel, lying within pistol-shot of two 
batteries commanding the entrance to the harbour. Captain 
Willoughby determined to attempt to cut this ship out, and 
with this object the boats, commanded by the captain in 
person, manned with fifty seamen and the same number of 
ma, lines, quitted the ship at midnight. In the boats were 
Lieutenants John Burns, Thomas L. P. Laugharne, and 
Henry C. Deacon, and Lieutenants of marines Thomas S. 
Cox and Thomas H. W. Debiisjiy. The party was accom- 
panied by an excellent pilot, a black inhabitant of the 
island. Having with difficulty entered the intricate 
passage to the anchorage, and reached the only accessible 
landing-place (although even there the surf was half-filling 
the boats), the French national 4-gun schooner Fstafette, 
lying at anchor close under the batteries, gave the alarm. 
Both batteries and two field-pieces immediately directed 
their fire towards the spot, and on landing, the party also 
became exposed to a smart fire of musketry. In ten 
minutes, however, from this time, the nearest battery, 
mounting two long 12-pounders, was carried by assault ; 
and, having spiked the guns, Captain Willoughby and his 
gallant followers pushed on for a guard-house in the rear, 
which was protected by two field-pieces, about seventy soldiers, 
and a large party of militia. This pimty, while the British 
were capturing and spiking the guns of the batteiy, had 
attacked the men left in charge of the boats, and had driven 
them into the harbour, but now opened fire upon the main 
body. The signal was given for the seamen and marines to 
cliarge, and the enemy fled before tlxem in all directions, 
leaving the field-pieces and their commanding officen*, Lieu- 
tenant Eockman (who was in the act of spiking the field- 
pieces), to be taken possession of by the assailants. 



316 POATS OF KEEJEIDE AT jrAOOTEL. 

Hitherto,” says Captaih Willoughby, in his official letter, 
^^twiiiglit had concealed from view the force of the British, 
but full day now showed the N^r^ide’s small band of Tolun- 
teers to the enemy, whose strongest battery was still unsub- 
dued, and to gain which it was necessary to cross the river 
Le Galet.” The pass was defended by the commandant of 
the Savannah district, with a strong body of militia and two 
long 1 2“pounder8, withdrawn from the battery on the right. 
Ill consequence of heavy rains, the river had so much swdllen, 
and the stream become so rapid, that the tallest of the party 
could scarcely wade across ; but this difficulty was surmounted 
by those who could swim, and the remainder were assisted 
across by their taller companions. The jiarty, but with the 
loss of the greatest part of their ammunition, at length 
reached the opposite bank, and having la,nded, the gallant 
fellows giving tliree cheers, charged the enemy at the point 
of the bayonet, and the hill and the guns, as well as the bat- 
tery, Avitli the colours, were quickly in their possession. The 
commandant, Colonel Colgard, remained a prisoner ; but the 
militiamen fled with astonishihg speed. Captain Willoughby 
adds, in reference to this success, “Kor do I think an officer 
or man of the party except myself had an anxious thought 
for the result of this unequal aftair.” 

Having spiked the gims and a moi’tar, bur nt and destroyed 
their carriages, as well as the works and magazine, and a 
quantity of naval and military stores, Captain Willoughby 
was upon tlie point of returning to his sliij), when the party 
whi(;li had been driven from the first battery rallied, and,, 
reinforced by a strong body of the militia and bourgeois in- 
habitants, made a vigorous show of resistance ; but Captain 
Willoughby having made a movement indicative of a design 
to cut offi their retreat, the French militia, regulars and all, 
again fled, and the British repassed the Galet, and returned 
to their boats. After destroying the signal-station and a 
flagstaff one mile inshore, Captain Willoiigh by re-embarked, 
bringing away the French schooner (which the midshipman 
and party left in charge of the^ boats had boarded) and two 
field-pieces, with which he joined the Nereide in the offing. 
This gallant service w^os performed witk ^ t^ loss of one 
marine kUled, and Lieuteininfc Deacon, four seamen, and two 
marines wounded ; although the force to which they had 
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been opposed could not have been less than 600 troops. The 
ship in the haibour was an American, and although hy right 
forfeited for having broken the blocjkade, was not molested. 

On the Nereide’s joining the squadron off Pori Louis, 
Captain Lambert sent in a flag of truce, when Colonel Col- 
gard, the commander of the Estafette, and other officers and 
men, made prisoners on the occasion, were exchanged for 
thiriy-uine British. ^ 

On the 1st of May, while the 38-gun frigate Spartan, 
Captain Jahleel Bren ton, in company with the Success, was 
cniising olf the island of Ischia, the French 40-guii frigate 
Ceres, 2 8-gun ship Fama, 8-gan brig Spar.*viore, and cutter 
Achille, were discovered and chased close into the Mole of 
Naples. Captain Brent on, feeling satisfied that tlie French 
commodore would not again put to sea while there were two 
frigates before Na})]es, despatched Captain Ayscougli, in the 
Success^ to cniise off Capri, after which the Spartan stood iii 
towards Naples. Prince Murat had, however, previously 
deterjnined tliat an attack should be made upon the two 
British frigates, on their reappearing off the pori ; find had 
ordered 400 Swiss troops to embark on board tlie frigate and 
corvette, and appointed seven largo gun-boats to accompany 
the squadron. 

On the 3rd, at 5h. a.m., as the Sparian was standing in for 
Naple.s, on the starboard tack, with a light air from south- 
east, and about midway between Cape Misano anti the island 
of Capri, the French scpiadron was discovered riglit ahead, 
distant six miles, and standing off shore on the larboard tack. 


’ On the 1 5th of June, while the Bojidicea and N<ir6ide\vere watering 
on Lie Platte, a serious accident happened to Captain Willoughby, who, 
wiiile in the act of exerci.sing a party at small-arms, was drea<lfiilly 
wounded by the bur.sting of his musket. The exj)losion inflicted a dan- 
gerous, and what w'as at first thought to he a mortal wound. His low'-er 
jaw on the right side >vas badly fractured, and lus neck so lacerated that 
the wiiuipipe was laid bare. For three weeks the captain was unable to 
speak ; but by the skilful exertions of Mr. George Peter Martyn, the 
surgeon, aided by a good habit of body, after some time, the wound 
healed, but not until a i>ainful exfoliation of the jaw-botie had taken 
place. This gallant officer, wrhen a lieutenant of the Jloyal George, was 
seriously injured on the isle of Prota, at the X>ar(lanelles, W'here he re- 
ceived tw’o pistol or musket balls, one of which entered his left jaw, while 
another, passing u{> liis left nostril, lodged in some part of his head, from 
whence it was never extracted. 
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The enemy’s force oonsisted of the 18-pounder Mgate C^res, 
mounting forty-two gims, with a crew of 35^ men ; Fama, 
twenty-eight gun^ 8 and 12-poutiders, and 200 men ; 
brig SparviSre, eight guns and ninety^eight xnen ; cutter 
Achille, ten guns and eighty men ; and seven gun-boats, each 
mounting one long 18-pounder, with crews averaging forty- 
men ; making, with the 400 Swiss troops, a total of about 
1,400 men and ninety-five guns, to which the Spartan could 
only oppose the forty-six guns of her class, and 258 men and 
boys. At 7h. the Ceres hauled up, as if desirous to cross tile 
bows of the British frigate ; but the Spartan, by hauling close 
to the wind and making sail, frustrated this design. The 
French commodore then continued to stand on with the 
wind abeam, and the Spartan, hauling up her courses, edged 
away towards the enemy. At 8h. (the wind light, and the 
ships going about three miles an hour), having arrived within 
pistol-shot of the lai’board bow of the Spartan, the G^res 
opened a fire from her larboard guns, which was not returned 
until the Spartan was dkectly abreast her enemy, when a 
trebly-shotted broadside was poured in. Passing on, the 
British frigate engaged the Faina and Sparvidre in succession, 
but the cutter and gun-boats had tacked to the etistward. 
This is shown in the annexed diagram. 
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As the Spartan hove in stays, sJie fired her larboard broad- 
side at the gun- boats, and, as she came round, opened her 
starboard broadside on the Sparvi(^re and ships ahead of her. 
The O^rds, instead of supporting the gun-boats, wore round 
and stood inshore towards the batteries of Baia, followed % 
the Fama and brig, and the Spartan bore up after them ; but 
a few minutes before 9h. the breeze died away, leaving the 
British frigate wnth her head exposed to the starboard broad- 
side of the Geres, the corvette and brig on her larboard bow, 
and the cutter and gun-boats sweeping up astern. A heavy 
cross fire was then opened upon the Spartan, and shortly 
afterwards Captain Brenton, while standing on the capstan, 
received a most severe wound from a grape-shot, which em- 
bedded itself in his hip, notwithstanding which he jumped from 
the capstan-head on which he was standing. Being carried 
*below, the command of the Spartan devolved upon Lieutenant 
George Wickens Willes. Aiter a while a light breeze en- 
abled the Spartan to biiiig her broadside to bear on the star- 
board quarter of the C^5res and bow of the .Fama, the brig 
and gun-boats being nearly astern. From tlie disabled state 
of the Spartan’s sails, however, the C^rcis and Fama could not 
be prevented from getting within reach of the batteiies of 
Baia, wlieq the Spartan wore i*ound with her head off shore, 
raking the fiigate and Fama in the meaii while with her star- 
]:)oard guns, by which the fore-topmast of the latter was shot 
away. Closing with the Sparviere, tlie Spartan, at lOh., 
compelled her to surrender, with the loss of main -topmast. 
At about the siime time the gun-boats came down and took 
the Fama in tow. 

The Spartan, having an officer and eighteen men absent in 
a prize, commenced the action with only 258 men and boys, 
of which one master’s mate (William Ilobson), six seamen, 
and three marines were killed, and Captain Brenton (se- 
verely), Lieutenant Willes, fifteen seamen, and live maiines 
wounded. The ship was much cut up in spars, sails, and 
^rigging. The French acknowledged to a loss (exclusive of 
the Sparviere’s) of thirty killed and ninety wounded ; among 
the former was the second captain of the Ceres. The cap- 
tinned brig was supposed to have hfui eleven men killed. 

Captain Brenton mentioned Lieutenant Willes in the 
highest terms, and also Lieutenants William A. Baumgardt 
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and Henry Browne. To the master, Henry G. Slenner, 
Lieiitenanta of marines Charles Fegan and Oiristopher Fot- 
trell, and the purser, James Dunn (who took charge of a 
division of guns), he exi)reas6d his great obligations ; and also 
to Captain George Hoste, of the engineers, a passenger on 
board tire Mgato, who attended to the quarter-deck guns. 
Taking her prize in tow, the Sparfcan, after repairing hei 
j)rmcipal damages, stood across the Bay of Naples, witMn three 
or four miles from the mole, to the indescribable mortification 
and chagrin of Prince Murat, king of Naples. The gallantry 
and skill of Captain Brenton deserve the warmest commen- 
dation That he should single-handed have sought a force 
so much superior — that he should have engaged and l>eaten 
them in the sight of their own harbour, and during weather 
paiticularly favourable to the co-operation of gun-vessels 
(whose destructive powers have been on many occasions 
^own), and that ho should have crowned his triumph by 
capturing one of their number, is indeed astonishing ; but it 
is only another proof of how much well-disciplined men, led 
on by a talented and courageous commander, can effect ; and 
which, to the undisciplined and ignomif, would be considered, 
as indeed it would be, matter of impossibility. The Patriotic 
Fund presented Captain Brenton with an elegant sword, 
value 100 guineas ; and the naval medal has recently been 
awarded to the surviving participators. 

On the . 3rd of May, the 38-gan frigate Armide, Captain 
Lucius Hardyrnan, in company with the 18-gun brig Cad- 
mus, Commander Thomas Fife, and gun-brigs Monkey and 
Daring, Lieutenants Thomas Fitzgerald and George Hayes, 
anchored in the Pertius Breton, off the harbour of Fosse de 
rOye, ill the Isle of Ehe, in wliicli several sail of merchant 
ve.ssels were lying. About lOh. p.m. eight boats, under the 
orders of Lieutenant Samuel Eoberis, repaired alongside the 
Monkey, and about midnight proceeded towiirds the harbour. 
In consequence of the boats grounding on a shoal at the 
entrance, the alarm was given, and a fire immediately opened 
from both sides of the shpre, and of musketry from the ves- 
sels. The boats then dashed on, and seventeen vessels were 
taken posses.sioii of ; but it was found impracticable to bring 
them out, and at daylight they returned to their ships. 



BOAT ATTACK AT ORAO> 




Lieutenant I?* S. Townley, a gallant and v^ty proinisang 
officer, and tv?*G seamen, were killed, and three men wounded. 

On the 12tli ot^ May, the 18-pou^^^^ 3()~gun fidgate 

Tribune, Captain George Keynolda, cruising off the Naze ot 
Norway, was attacked by four Danish brigs, mounting from 
eighteen to twenty guns each, and by several gun-boats. At 
4h; p.M. the Tribune, distant from the flotilla about half a 
mile, dischai'ged her broadside, and a smart engagement took 
placje, w^bicii lasted until Ch. 45ir)., when the bi ig bearing 
the oommpdoie’s broad pendant being very much shattered 
in her hull, ceased fliing, and made all sad for the port of 
Mandal, followed by her consorts. The Tribntie suffered 
rather severel}' from the Are of her mimorous and powerful 
foes ; and, besides being much disabled, had four seamen, 
foul Tnarines, and one boy killed, and fifteen seamen and 
marines w^ounded. 

On the 29th of June, the boats of tlic Amphioii and Cer- 
berus, in which were Lieutenants Williain Slaughter, Donat 
H. O’Brien, and Janies Dickinson ; Lieutiuiants of inaiines 
Thomas Moore and Jeremiah Brattle ; M:idshi[)men Charles 
H. Ross, Joseph Gape, Thomas E. Hostc, Charles Bruce, aiiil 
Cornwallis Pasley, John Miller, George Farrcnder, Jo.se})li 
Stoney, George Bowler, William Sherwood, Charley Mackey, 
and Lewis Rollier, landed near the town of Grao, in tln^ 
Gulf of Trieste. They were attacked on landing by a body 
of French trooi>s, of whom a serjeant and tliirty-eight pri- 
vates wore made piisoners. The party tlnm entereil the Inir- 
hour, and took possession of t\renty-live vessels. An officer 
of BVeucli inlkntry and twenty-twm men v^ere hei*e attackerl 
and made prisoners by a division of seamen and marines, 
under LicAitenants Blaugliter, Moore, and James Mears 
(wliicli lattei' had Just landed from the Active frigate). Five 
vessels, after great exertions, were brought ofl^ and eleven 
burnt. Tlie loss in this gallant affair amounted to four 
marines killed, and' Lieutenant Brattle, three seamen, and 
four marines wounded. The French had ten killed and eight 
wounded. Lieutenant Slaughter -was promoted on the 21st 
of November following. This is naval medal boat action. 

On the 3rd of Jrdy,. the three out^vard-bound East-India 
Company s ships Ceylon, Windham, and A stell, Captains 
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Heiiiy Meritoii, Jobii Stewart, and Robert Hay, having on 
board 250 troops, when near the island of Mayotta, were 
attacked, and, after a very gallant defence, the two first cap- 
tured, by the French 40-gim frigates Bellone and Mineiwe, 
and i8-g\in corvette Victor The Windham had inen 
Idlled and eighteen wounded, and nine of her guns disabled ; 
the Ceyloii, six killed and twenty-cuie wounded ; and the 
Asteli, which escaped, eight killed and thirty-seven wounded. 
The French loss amounted to twenty -tw^o killed arid thirty- 
eight w^oiinded. The French squadron and prizes arrived off 
Grand Port, Isle of France, on the 20th of August. 

In the month of May, the 38-gun frigate Boadicea, Cap- 
tain Josias Rowley, arrived off the Isle of France, together 
with the 36-gim frigate Sirius, Captain Samuel Pym. The 
British squadron then cmising off Port Louis, besides the 
two shijis just named, were the 36-gun frigates Iphigenia, 
Magi-cienne, and Ncreide, Captains Henry Lambert, Lucius 
Curtis, Nesbit J. Willoughby (ax^ting), and 18-gim sloop 
Otter, Commander James Tomkinson, Commodore Rowley, 
in conjunction with Lieiitonant-Colonel Keating having 
deteiMiiined on making a descent upon the Isle of Bourbon, 
embarked from Rodriguez (where a temporary barrack liad 
been erected for them) 3,650 European and native troops, 
with which the squadron aiTived on the 7th of July. Under 
the able superintendence of Lieutenant John Wyatt Wat- 
ling, of the Sirius, a division of the troops landed without 
loss or injury, at Grande-Chaloupe ; but Captain Willoughby 
(wlio, although with the tlressing still upon his wounds, per- 
sisted in exposing iiimself to the night air), in effecting a 
landing on the opposite side of the island, where it was more 
difficult, had the schooner Estafette knocked to pieces, and 
two seamen and two soldiers drowned. Owing to the had- 
ncss of the weather, some little delay occurred in landing the 
remainder of the troops; but that done, the island capitu- 
lated on the 8th of July. The naval loss attending this con- 
quest w'as two seamen drowned, and one wounded ; which, 
with the loss sustained by the troops, made a total of tweiity- 
t^vo killed and drowned, and seventy-nine wounded. 

During the o{>erattons on shore, Captain Pym was di- 
rected! to take possession of the siiipping in Bt. I^auls Bay, 
and ob^servmg a brig preparing to get underW’'ay, Lieu- 
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tenant Oeorge^ R. Norman was despatched in the Sirius’s 
barge, at Ilk p.m. on the 9th, to cut her off! Finding on 
arriving in the bay, that the brig had sailed som® 
previously, lieutenaniNorman pursued, and, after a hard pull 
of twelve hours, overtook and captured her. Three of his 
boat’s crew were wounded. The prize proved to be the 
Edward privateer brig of 245 tons, pierced for sixteen, but 
having only four 12-pounder8 mounted, and a crew of thirty 
men. After the surrender of Bourbon, the Sirius returned 
to the Isle of France, where Lieutenant Norman,, with two 
boats under his orders, succeeded in destroying a large three- 
masted schooner hauled up on the shore, although opposed 
by about 300 regulars and militia, and two field-pieces. 

A squadron, consisting of the frigates Caroline and Pie- 
montaise, Captains Christopher Cole and Charles Foote, and 
1 8-gun brig Barraconta, Commander Richard Kehali (jicting), 
accompanied by the transport brig Mandarin, Lieutenant 
Archibald Buchanan, was despatched by Yice-Admiral Diniry, 
with 100 soldiei’s of the Madras European regiment, and 
provisions and stores, to be landed at Ainboyna. This 
squadron sailed on the 10th of May from Madras. Captain 
Cole, previously to quitting, had obtained the comrnander-in- 
chief’s permission to attack the enemy s settlements in his 
route to Amboyna ; but the permission was qualified with a 
friendly caution not to attempt too much, and the gx’eat 
strength of the island of Banda was specially pointed out. 
The squadron ariived at Pulo-Penang on the 30th of May, 
and having obtained some imperfect information relative to 
the force and description of Banda-Neiiu, the Dutch seat of 
government, and being supplied with twenty artiller}unf)n, 
and as many scaling-ladders, Ca]>tain Cole determined to 
enter the Java Sea, and make an attaclc upon that settle- 
ment, notmthstanding the south-east monsoon had sot in. 

Anxious to gain the place of his intended operations 
bofore it was possible for the neighbouring islands to throw 
additional strength into thegiirrison (which was then known 
to consist of upwards of 700 regular troops), Captain Cole 
determined on taking the squadron through the d?mgerou$ 
passage between Boi-iieo and Malwalli. The passage wiis 
full of coi'al reefs, but by keeping a good look-out, the sin ps 
avoided them all. 
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On the 8tli of July, in the morning, the squadron 
made the Banda Islands, and having by dark arrived 
close in with Neira (or Bauda-i^eira), two shots were 
fired at the ships, thereby furnishing proof that the British 
visit was not wholly unexpected. Under these circum- 
stances, Captain Cole, aware of the inutility of an attempt . to 
reduce an island of such great strength, decided, as the only 
probable ooui'se for success, to effect a landing mth the boats 
the same night. To tliis he was the fui*ther induced by a 
sudden change of the weather from calm to tempestuous, 
which favoured his design for a surprise. At l lh. P.M., the 
ships having dropped within two cables’ lengths of the shore, 
the boats, commanded by Captain Cole in person— containing 
31H) men, officers included — f]ujttcd the Caroline, and pulled 
in the direction of the e?Ast point of Groat Banda or .Lixntor. 
The stormy state of the weather and extreme darkness of 
the night unavoidably led to the separation of the boats, 
.and by 31;i. a.m. of the 9th, Captains Colo and Kenah in their 
gigs, were the only boats at the appoixitod rendezvous. 
Having after some delay effected a junction with a portion 
of the boats, Captain Colo, desirous to land before daylight 
shoidd reveal his intentions and force to the enemy, and 
ix^ceiving the strongest assurances of support from the men 
then "with him, gave directions for the party to advance. 

Banda-Neira is about two miles in length, and about half 
a mile in breadth. It was protected by ten sea-batteries, 
and two powerful castles, najuecl Belgica and Naasau, wliich 
commanded one another, as w^ell as all the sea-batteries. 
Castle Belgica mounted fifty-two pieces of heavy ordnance, 
and was deemed by the Dutch to be imprtsgnable. In the 
wludc, 138 guns were mounted on the ishind. 

Captain Cole’s force consisted of 140 seamen and marines, 
and about forty soldiers, and the officers were the following : 
Commander Kenah, Lieutenants Thomas Carew, Samuel 
Allen, George Pratt, Bobert Walker, and Edmund Lyons, 
of the imv y ; and Captain G. L. Nixon, Lieutenants Charles 
W. Yates, Philip Brawn, William J, Decker, and Ensign 
Charles Allen, of tlie Madras regiment. Yeiled by a black 
cloud accompanied by wind and rain, the boats had reached 
within 100 yards of the shore, when they grounded on a 
coral reef immediately under one of the sea-batteiie% 
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mounting ten long IS-pounders ; but the violence of tb© 
squall vras such, that the boats were unobserved. The sea- 
men, leaping overboard, succeeded after a time in launclnng 
the boat over the reef, and a few ininuteKS afterwards reached 
a small sandy cove, bordered with jungle. Having fornied 
on the shore, Captain Kenah and Lieutenant; Oarew, at the 
head of a party of pikemen, advanced to attack the battery 
in the rear, and so promptly did they perform this service, 
that a seiitmel was killed by a pike, and sixty officers and 
men made prisonei^, without firiiig a shot, although the men 
were stationed with lighted matches at their guns. Captain 
Cole then determined to make an attack upon Castle Bcigica* 
and recalling Captain Kenah, who was advancing upon the 
next sea-hatter}»', and leaving a guard at the captured 
battery, they pushed forward on this d(^sperate enterprise. 
Guided by one of the natives, the British proceeded through 
a narrow vrimling path, and although the bugle was now 
sounding to alarm the garrison, yet, favoured by the storm 
raging overhead, reached within 100 yards of the citadel 
before they were discovered. A n ineffectual fire of musketry 
was immediately opened ; but rushing up the steep on which 
the castle was situated, and by the aid of their scaling-laddei's, 
the assailants were quickly in possession of tlie lower w'orks. 
The hulders were then hauled up, and placed against the 
inner wall, but were found too .short ; and tlie besieged, 
inspired with courage at this circumstance, discharged three 
guns, and fired several volleys of inusketiy. Just at this 
moment, however, the gate was opened by the Dutch guard 
tc admit the colonel comnnmdant and three other officers, 
residing outside the castle ; and the British, making a rush 
at it, succeeded in effecting an entrance. The commandant 
(Colonel Dairng) and ten soldiers of the garrison fell before 
the besiegers, and the British colours were displayed upon 
the flag-staff of Fort Belgicfi. A part of the garrison 
escaped over the walls, and the remainder, amounting to 
four officers and forty artillerymen, surrendered themselves 
prisoners. 

Daylight had now fully broken, but no reinforcement 
appeared, the ships having been buffeted about by the vari- 
able and boisterous w^inds, by which they were prevented 
from co-operating with the shore pai’ty ; but having dis 
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covered the small union jack on Fort Belgica, the GaroHne 
and conscjrts stood and at a little before 8h. a.m. anchored 
off the town. Previously to this, however. Captain Cole had 
> sent out a flag of truce, threatening to open fire upon the 
toAvn and Fort Nassau, unless all hostility instantly ceased, 
when the Dutch flag, which had been hoiked, was hauled 
down, and in the course of the day, his teimis being fully 
complied with, 1,500 regulars and rinUtia laid dbvm their 
arms on the glacis of Fort Nassau. The boats which had 
separated from Captain Cole, after enduring great hardships, 
got alongside the Mandarin. 

For the important conquest he had achieved, and that 
without losing a man, Captain Cole received the thanks of 
the Admiralty, coinniander-in-chief, and goverutor-general 
of India ; but probably the letters addresvsed to him by the 
partners in his triumph, Captains Foote and Kenah, ]>re- 
sentiiig a silver cup ; from the lieutenants and other ofp.cers, 
accompanying a sword of 100 guineas* value ; a third from 
the officers of the Company’s troops (mgaged, with a sword 
of the same value ; and a fourth (subsequently received) 
from the crew of tlie Caroline, with a similar mark of their 
admiration, ^ had much greater charms for the brave captain, 
whose kindness had ecpially gained their affection. The 
wealth found at Banda was immense. The capture of 
Bandar-Neira entitles the surviving participators to the naval 
medal. 


After appointing Captain Foote governor of the island, 
with a sufficient garrison, the squadron proceeded to Am- 
boyna. 

Qii the 9 th of July, three boats belonging to the Alceste, sent 
away by Captain Muri’ay Maxwell in cliarge of Henry Bell, 

^ Tills baitig a very carious attd original document, we present, our 
readers with a et lit. <Jopy, taken from Mai-shalfs Naval Biography ; 
and it must be rememl:>ered that this was not presented until Captain 
Colo had ceased to ccunrrxaiid the Caroline. 

“ We, the crew of H.M.S. Caroline, wishes to give you our most 
gracious thanks for the care and favour you have shown to this ship’s 
company, by making you a present of a sword amounting t6 100guine?i8, 
for your noble and brave conduct, when you led lis to the storm of 
3anda, and likewise the zealous bravery in landing bur troops at Batavia, 
and by excepting of this present, you will gratify the wishes of your most 
obedient ship’s company, 

“ The CAfioiiiNiss.*’ 
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master of the ship, having under him Midahipmen James 
Addie and M^Qnean, and which made a gallant attack 
upon jan enemy’s con voy/ protected hy a large armed xebeck, 
having driven five of the merchant vessels on shore, and 
made prizes of three, it was found necessary to take the 
xebeck also, in order to enaWe them to bring ofi" the prizes. 
Leaving, therefore, Mr. M^Quean to cover the captured ves- 
sels, Mr. Bell, with the barge and yawl, proceeded on this 
enteiprise j and afber again taking possession of one of the 
prizes which the xebeck had recaptured, laid the latter 
alongside, A determined hand-to-hand conflict ensued, and 
out of the twenty-two brave fellows who boarded, sixteen 
were either killed or wounded. The renaiant, however, did 
not quit the xebeck until she was aground on the rocks 
under the batteries of Alassio. It will give you some 
idea,” wrote Captain Maxwell, the metal these lads ai*e 

made of, when I inform you that Mr. Bell, tbeii; leader, 
though severely wounded by a grape-shot in the breast wlnle 
advancing to the attack, concealed his hurt, lest a knowledge 
of it might dishearten the men j and that Mh -Addie, his 
gallant young associate, though ho ha<l his left aim shattered 
to piexjes in the act of boarding, kept his wound a secret and 
went on. John Giles, likewise, a seaman, being mortally 
wounded, begged that he might be allowed to liave the last 
shot, and as there could be no doubt about the aim wlien 
the boat’s carronade was touching the enemy’s side, the 
match was put into his hand. He fired the gun, gave a faint 
huzzaj and instantly expired.” The frigate afte.rwards stood 
in, and anchoring within musket- shot of the shore, canno- 
naded the stranded sliipping, and the enemy’s intrenchments. 
The total casualties in the day’s service were heavy, being, 
exclusive of that in tlio boats, Lieutenant of marines liichai'd 
Hawkey, brother of the gallant officer killed in the Impla- 
cable’s boats in the Baltic (severely), and two men wounded. 

On the 22nd of July, the boats of the frigates Eel\idera 
and Nemesis, Captains Bichard Bju’cii and AViiliam Ferris, 
were despatched for the purpose of attacking four Danish 
gun- vessels, lying at anchor near Studtland, on the coast of 
Norway, and which on the previous night fired upon the 
Belvidei'a’s boats, when the master, James M/Phersbn, was 
sounding the bay. The Belvidera’s boats were in charge of 
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Lieutenants Samuel Nisbett and William H. Bruce, and 
Lieutenaiit of marines James Campbell; and those of the 
Nemesis were commanded by lieutenants Thomas Hodgskins 
and Marmaduke Smith. The Danes opened a heavy fii*o 
upon the boats in their advance, to which the boats made 
a good return from their carronades ; and after a short 
contest, two gun-vessels, each mounting two long 24- 
pounders and six 6-pounder howitzers, with crews of fdrty- 
hve men, were taken possession of. The tlirrd gun-^boAt 
escaped into a narrow creek. This service was attended with 
no loss on the part of the captors ; but the Danes had four 
nien killed. 

On the 25th of July, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Tliames, Captain tlie Honourable George G. Waldegrave, 
and 18- gun biigs Pilot and Weasel, Commanders J. Toiip 
Nicolas and Henry Ih'cscott, under command of the latter 
ollicer, assisted by Lieutenant Edward Collier, first of the 
Hiames, attacked an enemy’s convoy, consisting of thi.i’ty- 
two transports, from Naples, laden with stores and provisions 
for Marat’s army at Bcylla, and protected by seven gun- 
}>oats, each mounting one long 18-pourider, and four armed 
soampavias. The transpoi'ts having rim upon the beach of 
Amanthea, whore t/iey were flanked by two batteiios and 
<lefended by the armed vessels, were, after a sharp stiuggle, 
ill which the boats were covered by the fire of the brigs, 
captured, with no greater loss to the British than one man 
killed and six woimded. The whole wei*e either burnt or 
l)roug]it off. Commander Prescott and Lieutenant Collier, 
for their gallantry on this occasion, were promoted. This 
is a naval medal action. 

On the 31st of July, at daybreak, the 18-gun brig Procris, 
Oominander Robert Maunsell, being off the mouth of the 
Indramayo river, Java, came in sight of six gun-boats with 
a convoy of proas. The Procris stood after the enemy imtil 
])revcnted by the shoal water from getting nearer ; when 
Commander Maunsell proceeded to attack them in the boats 
of his brig, accompanied by two flat boats, each containing 
twenty soldiers of the 14th and 2Dth re^ments. Com- 
mauder Maunsell was aocbmpanied by Lieutenant George 
Majonbanks, and Lieutenants H. J. Heyland, of the 14th, 
and Oliver Brush, of the 89th regiments ; also George Cunning- 



1810.J (?4P^ BE XA PASSE. 325 

ham, Williapa Randall, and Cliai-les Davies, masters’ mates. 
On nearing the guu-lx)ats^ a heavy fire was opened on the 
boats, hut five out of the sbc were gallantly boarded and 
carried, and the other blown up. The vessels each mounted 
two brass g^ms— 33^pofinder carroaades fbrwaid, and long 
eighteens aft I and h^ crews of sixty men. The wounded 
in the British boats were — one man dangerously, two 
severely, and eight, including Mr, Kandall, slightly. Com- 
mander Maunsell honoui*ably mentioned the officers present 
with him on the occasion. 

The Iphigenhi, Kth'eide, and gun-brig Staunch, having 
joined Captain Pym, in the Siihis, off tiio Isle of France, 
after the success in reducing the Mo of Bourbon, it was 
decided upon to attack Isle de. la Passe, a sumil island lying 
at the entrance of Bourbon liarbour (or Pent Soutli-eaBt) on 
the east side of the Isle of Franco, and sheltei'cd on the 
north-east by Point du Diable, On tlio lOth of August, 
having left Captain Lambeit in the Iphigenia, off Port 
Louis, the Siiius, Ner^ide, and Staunch, witli the Iphigenia’s 
launch and cutter, and a ])arty of men, nuder Lieutenant 
Henry D. Chads, arrived off Grand Port. On the same 
evening the boats of the frigates, including those of the 
Iphigenia, containing about 400 men, under the commjind of 
Captain Willougliby, proceeded to the attack of the Isle de 
la Passe ; but the weather being too boist(3rous, the boats 
returned to their sliips, which, in order to deceive the enemy, 
put to sea., and rejoined Captain Lambert on the other side 
of the island. 

Tlie Sirius again arrived off the isL^ind on the 13th of 
August ; and Cajvtain Pym, aj>prehonsi.ve that the enemy 
might gain intelligence of his designs, did not wait the 
ISIereide’s arrival, but, at 8b. p.m., despatched five boats, 
including two from, the Ipbigenici, containing together 
seventy-one officers and men, commanded by Lieutenant 
George R. Kprman, assisted by Lieutenants Henry D. Chads 
and John W. Lieutenants of marines James 

Cottell . and ‘William Bate. The batteries on Isle de la 
Passe, the circumference of which is about two miles only, 
were all erected in oommanding situations with high breast- 
works, and mounted nineteen heavy pieces of ordnanee, 
including three IS-inch mortiara and two howitzers. The 
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principal landing-place k on the inner or north-west side, 
which was defeiidod by a strong chevaux-^derfrise and two 
howitzers. The garrison consist^ of two officers and eighty 
soldiers. Before reaching the scene of warfare, however, 
tieutcnant Chads separated from the Sirius’s boats, and 
made for another part of the island, where he landed without 
opposition. Just as the Sirius’s party got abreast the outer 
battery, the moon, which had been shining brightly, was 
obscured, and the bo^ts were enabled to reach tlie thiixi bat- 
tery iin perceived, when the enemy opened fire upon them, 
which killed and wounded several men. Having reached the 
landing-place, Norman and Watling attempted to scale the 
works, but were beaten back ; and at the same time Norman 
vvas shot through the heart, f Lieutenant Watling, however, 
made another attemj)t, and gained possession of the fort 
afUu* a desperate struggle. After overpoweiing the enemy, 
he was joined by Lieut. Chads, who, being the senior officer, 
assiiined command of the whole. The only loss sustmned was 
by the party under Lieutenant Watling, which amounted 
to five killed and twelve wounded. The French com- 
niandaiit having omitted to destroy the signals^ they fell 
into the hands of the British. 

On the 14th, in the morning, the Nerdde and Staunch 
joined company ; and, on the Idth, Captain Pjm committed 
Isle de la Passe to the charge of Captain Willoughby. ^ 

The j)osition of Isle de la Passe, in reference to its con- 
tiguity to the mainland, was not lost upon Captain Wil- 
loughby, who availed lumself of every oi)portunity of harass- 
ing the eneuiy by frequent incursions. On the 17th of 
August, at the head of a party of 170 officers and mem he 
attacked the fort on Point du Liable, which he stormed and 
canied without sustaining any loss ; and after spiking the 
quns and destroying the carriages and magazine, the party 
moved on along the coast to the town of Grand Port. On 
the l,8th, Captain Willoughby destroyed the signal-house at 
Grande Riviere, and on the 19th and 20th again larided 
with his party ; but while at a great distance from the ship 
at lOh. A.M., five large sail were observed standing dowm, under 
easy sail, for the Isle de la Passe Channel to ‘Grand Port. 

* Tlie chagrin of this gallant officer was extreme at finding the exploit 
which he had set his heart upon achieving already accom^jdi^ed. 
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Leaving the remaiiider of the boats to fallow, Gaptain 
Wniough% flepatted in his gig, and after a row of hve miles, 
reached the N6r6ide at noon. Having, as befoie mentioned, 
obtained possession of the French signal-book, Captain Wil- 
longhby, aixxious to entice the ships into Grand Port, hoisted 
French colours. He then made the French signal, the 
enemy is cruising off the Coin de Mire.” The French 
frigates replied by making the private signal, which was 
cmswered^from the island. Upon which ^ they made their 
numbers, its the Bellone and Minerve frigates, Victor sloop, 
and two pidzes ; which latter were the Windham and Cey- 
lon, captured on the 4th of July. At Ih. 30m. p.m., the 
Victor leading, arrived within pistol-shot of the Nercide, 
when the latter, substituting British for the French ensign, 
opened fire with such effect, that the corvette hailed to say 
she had struck, and anchored on the N6r^ide’s starboard 
quarter. Lieutenant Jolin Bums was sent to take posses- 
sioh ; but in the meanwhile the Miner ve, followed by the 
Ceylon, entered the channel, and, after exchanging broad- 
sides with the Nercide, Captain Bouvet ordered Captain 
Morice, of the Victoi*, to rehoist the colours, and follow the 
Minerve, which was accordingly done, and the Victor was 
quickly under sail, in the wake of the Ceylon, steering for 
Grand Port. At about 2h. 4()m-, the Bellone, exchanging 
a few shot with the battery, steered towards the Nercide, as 
if with the intention of attacking her ; but, alter filing a 
broadside, entered tlie harbour with her consorts. Tbe 
Iwats which Caj)tain Willoughby had left behind him almost 
miraculously escaped capture, and arrived alongside the 
Nercide in salety. 

Early on the morning of the 21st of August, the Wind- 
ham, which, having separated from the above squadt^on, had 
steered for the Riviere Noire, was seen from the Sfrius, 
while cruising olf Port Louis. Lieutenant Watling, unaware 
in the twilight of the real force of the enemy, proceeded 
to board her with the gig and jolly-boat, the latter, wdth 
a creW of four men, in charge of J ohn Andrewrs, midship- 
man ; but, owing to some strange oversight, no arms were 
in either boat. Haylight discovered to tbe boarding party 
a ship of 800 tons, apparently armed with tliirty giins, very 
near the French batteries, and distant three miles from the 
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Sirius. UiKlaauted by these discourageiuents, Lieitteu^t 
Watliiig and the nudshipman boarded at the head of their 
men, who, armed with the boats^ stretchers only, fought their 
way up the side, and giiiiied possession of the deck. Thus 
was the Windham, mounting twenty-six guns, commanded 
by a lieutenant de vaisseau, and manned with thirty French 
Siiiilors, captured by eleven unarmed British seamen, within 
shot of the French batteries. As the latter very soon 
opene<l on the Windham, Lieutenant Watling,^ with liis 
little band, was in a critical situation ; but, after sustaining 
tlieir hre for about twenty minutes, by which olie French- 
man and three lascars were wounded, the well-won prize was 
brought off. 

Hitherto success had follow'ed success ; ]>ut the tide of 
fortinio seemed now to have readied its height. Captain 
Willoughby, in tlie N6reide, at IsJe de la Passe, being left in 
a very critical situation, environed with enemies sufficient to 
have annihilated his small force, had a vigorous attempt 
been made, despatclied Lieutenant Deacon, in the launch, 
with a note to Captain Pym, who was cruising on the other 
side of the island, stating Die arrival of the French ships at 
Grand Port (or Bourlion Harbour), and oflering to load in 
and attack tliem at their anchorage with one fiigate besides 
the N^reide. Lieutenant Deacon arrived on board the 
Sirius on the 21st, and on the 22nd of August the latter 
made her appearance off Grand Port, and exchanged num- 
bers with the N^r^ide, still at anchoi’, and maintaining her 
station under the little island. The Nm-eide immediately 
hoisted the signals : “ lieady for action “ Enemy of infe- 
rior force.” 

Captain Pym, having decided on making the attack, 
hoisted the signal for the NeroideAs master. Mr. Bobert 
I^esby aticordingly repaired on board, but the black jffiot, 
who was the only person acquainted with the channel 
beyond the Isle de la Passe, reinainedOn board the Hdr^ide. 
The Sirius then made sail and bore up with the south-east 
trade-wind for the passage ; and at 2h. 40m. P.M., agreeably 
to a signal to that; effect from the Sirius, the NiJrcide got 
underweigh, and, with her .staysails oxily, followed the Sirius. 
At 4h, the Sirius ginunded on the point of a shoal on the 
lelt-hand side of the cliaainel, and. having much way on her 
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at the time, was forced a considei*able distance* on the hank. 
The Nereide immediately anchored clost) to her, and, after 
much hard labour, the Sirius was hove off. Nothing more, 
however, could be effected that night. 

On the 23rd, the Iphigenia and Magidenne, Captains 
lleniy Lambei’t and Lucius Curtis, joined company, and the 
four fiigates, lexl by^ t^^ Nerdde^ at 41l 40m. p.m., again 
stood down channel towards Grand Fort, The following 
was the order of attack arranged: the iTdrdde to anchor 
betw^eon the Yictor (the rearmost ship of the enemy) and 
Bellone ; the Sirius abrea st the Bell one j t he Magicien n-e 
between the Ceylon and Minerve ; and the Iphigenia on the 
broadside of the latter. The Nereido, Avith only Imr staysails, 
jibs, and driver set, cleared the winding passage, and stood 
along the edge of the reef wduch skirts the anchorage, 
di]’ectly fi>r her allotted station. Tlio Sirius also weighed j 
but keepings on tliis occasion, too much to starboard, touched 
the ground just as the shot of the enemy were beginning to 
reach her, and, liaAdng great way on, not Avithstan ding her 
anchor Avas h^t go, ran over the cdg(3 of one shoal, and 
remained stationary on a coral rock. The Magicienne and 
Iphigenia successively cleared the cbanj^iel ; but the former, 
having no pilot, grounded on a bank, when al)Out 400 yards 
from her station, in such a })osition that only three of her 
foremost guns would bear on the enemy. The Iphigenia, 
taking warning by the Magideniie’s mishap, dropped her 
stream anchor, aiul brought up l)y tlje stern in six fathoms ; 
then, letting go a boAv^er anchor under foot, her starboard 
broafisido was brought to bear upon the Minerve. 

The !N6reide in the meanAvliilo had begun the action with 
the enemy’s rear, and Avas about to aiielior in her appointed 
berth, Avhen Captain Willougiiby, observing the accident to 
the Sirius, nobly pushed on and took the .station, wliicli Avas 
to have been occupied by that ship, abreast of the Bellone, 
from winch she Avas at no greater distance than 200 yards. 
At oh, lorn, a most sev^ere cannonading commenced between 
the 12-poimder and 18-2;>aunder op2)onents ; but, to add to 
the great disadvantage of the Nereide, the Victor als<> 
brought her guns to boar on the British ship. 

The battle noAV raged Avith great fury, and at 6h. 15m. 
the Ceyloii haided doAvn her colours ; but before a boat 
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could get alongside to take possession, the ship out her 
cjibles and made sail for the shore. But in endeavouring to 
effect this, the Ceylon got foul of the Bell onev and that ship 
also cut her cables and ran abound. At about the same time 
the Minerye, having had hex cables cut by shot, made sail in 
the direction of the Bellone, and grounded close to her. The 
Bellone, however, took the ground in such a position that her 
broadside was still presented to the Ner^dde, upon which ship 
she continued a severe fire. At 7h., the latter’s spring having 
been cut by a shot, she swung Avith her head in shore, and 
became exposed to a severe raking fire, but after a time again 
brought her starboard broadside to bear on the enemy. 

In the early part of the action Captain Willoughby was 
severely wounded on the left cheek by a splinter, which tore 
his eye com|)letely out of the socket. The first lieutenant 
was mortally wounded, the second dangerously, one marine 
officer, two officers of foot, and one of artillery, and the 
greater part of tlie crew and soldiers eith(ir killed or disabled. 
Most of the quarter-deck and many of the main-deck guns 
were dismounted; and the hull of the ship, in the most 
vshattered condition, was striking the ground abaft at every 
heave of the swell. » The ship being in this state, and five 
hours having elapsed since the coimnencement of the action 
without any boat or assistance arriving from any ship of the 
squadron, Captain Willoughby gave orders for the firing to 
cease, and for the small remains of his crew to shelter them- 
selves below from the enemy’s fire, which was still kept up 
with vigour. He then sent acting Lieutenant William 
Weiss to the Sirius, to acquaint Captain Pym witli the 
situation of the ship, suggesting at the same time the possi- 
bility of towdug the jSTer.ude out of reach of the eneiny with 
the lx)ats, or of removing the crew and setting her on fire, 
and by so doing cause great injury, if not destruetiou, to the 
enem^j-’s ships on shore ill a cluster. 

, In reply to this message, Captain Pym sent a boat along- 
side the Hereidt?, requesting Captain Willoughby to abandon 
the ship, and repair on board the Sirius ; but the gallant 
captain, willing to share with bis remaining officers and 
crew tlioir danger or imprisonment, sent back word that the 
N^*r6ide had surrendered. Shortly afterwards a boat came 
alongside from the shore to know for what reason the 
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N^r^ide had e^sed firing, and was answere<l that the slop 
had sti^uck ; hut the boat, being in a sinking state from 
shot-holes, uiiable to ireach the shore with this answer, 
returned to the ]Sr6r4ide. The Bellone continued her fire, 
and. at a little past midnight the N6r6ide’s mainmast fell ; 
but it was hot until Ih. fiOim a.m. that the fire of the 
French frigate ceased. The Magicienne and Ij)higenia, after 
sileneing the battery, also ceased firing. 

At daylight oh the 24th, the Bellone reopened fire upon 
the N4r6ide, and although French coloui'S were displayed in 
the fore-rigging in token of surrender, the firing was con- 
tinued. This attack upon a defenceless ship was then 
attributedi to the circumstance of a. small union-jack, which 
was still flying a,t the mizeii topgallant masthead ; and as 
the rigging was all cut, and the lialyards by which it had been 
hoisted shot away, nothing remained ]>ut to cut away the 
mast, which was accordingly done, and the firing ceased. 
It was stated in Caj)tain Ifni’s official letter, that every 
person on board the Ncr^ide was cither killed or wounded ; 
but tliis proved to be incorrect. The loal loss, however, was 
severe enough. Out of 281 officers and men, which were 
on board the N^jr^ide at the commencement of tins san- 
guinaiy battle, she had Lieutenant Jolui Burns, Lieu tenants 
Morlett (of the 33 rd) and Aldwinkle (of the Madras 
artillery), one midshipman (George Timmins), and eighty- 
eight seamen, marines, and soldiers killed ; and Captain 
Willoughby, Lieutenant Henry C, Deacon, the master, 
Ilobert Lesby, Lieutenants Thomas S. Cox (iriarines) and 
Needhfill (of tlie 69th), Boatswain John Strong, Midshipman 
Samuel Costei-ton, and 130 seamen, raamies, and soldiers 
wounded, Total : killed and wounded, 230; leaving just 
fifty-one as the number escaped. This heavy loss is attn- 
buted in some measiu'e to the ship’s lia\ing been lined with 
fir, which caused an immense number of splinters. The 
Iphigenia, out of 255 men and boys, had live seamen killed ; 
her first lieutenant (itobert Tom Blackler) and twelve sea- 
men and marines wounded. The Magicienne, eight men 
killed and twent}?" woundtxl ; and the Sirius no loss what- 
ever. On board the French riiips the loss amounted to 
thirty -seven oflicers and men killed, and 112 wounded. 
The Magicienne being found immovable, and having much 
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water in her hojd, was aet on fire, and blew xip with hei 
colours dying at llh. p.m. on the 24th. 

The Ipliigenia was warped out and anehored near the 
Sirius without recommencing hostilities. After every effort 
had been Used to get the Sirius afloat without a 

quantity of her stores was removed to the Iphigenia, with 
her crew and that of the Magicierine, and she was set oil fire, 
and at llh. A.M. on the 25th blew up. After great exei*tion, 
the Iphigenia was war);)ed out of the channel and anchored 
off the Isle de la Passe, at 8h. 30m. p.m. on the 26th. 

On the 27th all the sliips in Grand Port were observed to, 
be afloat, and three frigates were discovered in the offing, 
upon which the Ipliigenia cleared for action ; and having 
sent to tiie island all except aliout 400 or 500 men, made 
]>reparations to receive the enemy. The I^rench squadron 
consistcxl of tbe frigates Yenus, Astree, and Manche, and 
Eritrej >reriarjte brig, under Conunodore Hamnielin, wliich had 
SiiOed from Port Louis at. midnight on the 21sVf<> I’^^lieve 
tlie squadron in Grand Port, but had been thwarted by foul 
winds. At Ih. p.m. the French squadron hove to off the 
island, and Commodore ILimmelin summoned Captain Larn- 
beit to surrender at discretion. This was refused ; but 
Captain La.uil>eit offered to surrender the island provided 
the Iphigenia wore allowed to retire to a British port with 
the officers and men ; but these terms were refosed, and on 
the 28th a propos<al from General I)ecaon, to send the Britisli 
to the Cape of Good Ho|>e, was agreed to, and the British 
colours wove hauled down. 

Captains Pyia, Lamhert, and Curtis, being removed with 
their oflicers and men, to Port Louis, were treated infamously, 
and plundered of almost everything they ] assessed. 'On the 
capxure of tlie isle of France in the succeeding December, 
the four captains and their surviving oflicers and men were 
tried by a couH-mairtial on board the Illustrious, at Port 
Louis, for th(3 loss of their respective ships, and most honour- 
ably acquitted ; the coutt further stating it as their opinion, 
that “ the IsTcrSde was oanied into battle in a most judicious, 
olficerdike, and gallant manner j expressing at the same 
time its ‘Oiigh admiration of the noble conduct of tbe cap- 
tain, officers, and ship’s company, during the whole of their 
unequal contest.” 
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On the 20th of August, being off the island of AJderney, 
the hit-ed armed cutter Queen Charlotte, mounting eight 
4-pounders, yrith a ciew of twenty-seven men, Jose] >h 
Thomas, master, fought a very gallant action with a large 
French 16 'gun cutter, having on board a crew of 120 men. 
Tlie action lasted irom 3h. 30in. to 5h. f.im:., when the French 
CTitter hauled off to the north-east, leaving the Queen Char- 
lotte in a disabled state, with her boatswain killed and four- 
teen yrouiided- The opponent of the Queen Charlotte was 
the Swan, formerly a British revenue cruiser, and had been 
lengthened, so that she then measured 200 tons. The Queen 
Charlotte was a vessel of seventy-nine tons only, and her 
gallant and successful resistance of so formidable an enemy 
was highly praiseworthy. Among the badly wounded was 
P. A. Mulgrave, a pfiasenger, who, although painfully hui't, 
refused to quit the deck, but continued to render all tlio 
service in his power, by supplying those near him with 
ammunition. 

On the 8th of September, the 98 -gun ship Dreadnought, 
Captain Yalentine Col lard, bearing the flag of E ear-Admii*al 
Sotheby, while cruising off the coast of France, observed a 
ship anchored in a small creek on the west side of XTshant. 
At daybreak on the morning of the 9tb, seven boats were 
despatched under Lieutenant Tliomas Pettman. On approach- 
ing, they were i-eceived by a lieavy fire of' musketry from a 
number of troops concealed among the rocks, and from two 
field-pieces on the beacli ; but, dasliing on, they l)oarded and 
gained possession of the ship. About GOO soldiers, assembled 
on a precipice over the vessel, kept up a destructive fire upon 
the British, by wliich a loss was sustained of Master's mate 
Hepiy B. IVIiddleton, William Bobiiison, midshipman, two 
seamen, and two marines killed; and Lieutenants Henry 
Elton and Stewart Bladder, George Burt and Henry Dennis, 
midshipmen, ' eighteen seamen, and nine marines Wounded ; 
and five seamen and one marine missing. Total ; six killcjd, 
thirty-one wounded, and six missing or made prisoners. Two 
of the boats drifted on sliore, and were taken possession r>f 
by the enemy. 

On the f)th of Beptember, in the morning, as the 38-gniii 
frigate Surveillante, Captain George E-alph Collier, and gun- 
brig Constant, Lieutenant John Stokes, were off the Aier- 
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Ijilian, a French convoy was observed escaping fcom that 
river, and making off to the southward. The British ships 
lost no time in pmmiing, and a part of the convoy re-entered 
the river. One brig, however, anchored for protection close 
under the rocks, and between the batteries of St. Guildas 
and St. Jaqnes. Captain Collier then despatched the boats 
in cominand of Lieutenant the Honourable James Arbuthnot, 
assisted by Master’s mate John Illingworth, and Midshipmen 
John Kingdom, Digby Marsh, Edwin F. Stanhope, William 
Crowder, John Watt, and Herbert Ashton, to attempt the 
destruction of the brig. In addition to the guns of the 
batteries, the boats had to contend against a body of troops 
•stationed in the caverns near the brig, and also field-pieces ; 
but, undeterred by this formidable opposition, the vessel was 
boarded, her cables and liawsers cut, and brought out without 
any loss on the part of her caj)tors. Captain Collier, in liis 
official letter, made very handsome allusion to the important 
sei'vice rendered by the Constant, Lieutenant Stokes, who 
with great skill navigated his brig between the rocks, and 
by her well-directed li re upon the enemy, doubtless sjwed the 
frigate’s boats from severe loss. 

On the following night Captain Collier sent away two 
l)oat.s, in command of Mr., Illingworth, assisted by Midship- 
men John Kingdom and Hector Hose, to destroy a watch ■ 
tower and l-gun battery lately erected at the mouth of the 
river Craclie. The service was perfoiined with great gal- 
lantry, in broad daylight; for, having first decoyed the 
guard from the battery, the British attacked and drove them 
from the beach, spiked the gun (a long 24-pounder), and 
levelled the whole building with the ground. Mr. Illingworth 
was very deservedly promoted on the 1st of August, 1811. 

On the 10th of September the 18-pounder 38rgun frigate 
Africaino, Captain Kobert Corbet, arrived at Bourbon, and 
joined Commodore Kowley’s squadron. On the 11th she 
cliased a French .schooner off the lale Honde, Isle of France, 
which she drove on shore in a .small creek. Two boats from 
tlio frigate, commanded by Lieutenant Geoigo Forder and 
Jeiikin Jones, master’s mate, were sent in, and boarded the 
schooner; but she was so effectually defended by a body of 
soldiers on each bank of the narj*pw creek^ that the British 
were compelled to abandon her, with the loss of two men 



IBIO,] AFRICAIKE ^3^ 

kilfed, md XieuteBant of James Jackson (2), Henry 

Seweil^mid^ipman, and fouiije^ 

Oil tlie morning of tlie i2thi the Africmne baving returned 
to Bourbon to land her wounded, two frigates and a brig 
•were observed to windward, wbieb were the French 
18-|>ounder 3 8- gim frigates Ipbigenie (late Iphigeniay and 
Astr6e,and Entreprenante brig, standing in towards Bt. Benis, 
as if disposed to offer battle. Commodore Bow ley, in the 
Boadicea, accompanied by the 1 8-gun sloop Otter, Commander 
James Tomkinaon, and gun-brig Staunch, Lieutenant Ben- 
jamin Street,, weighed from St. Paul’s Bay and proceeded in 
chase of the French frigates, and shoitly afterwards the 
Boadicea made her number to the Africaine. The eneiny’w 
frigates at this time bore from the latter north, distant about 
eight miles. The Africmne then made sail on a wind in 
chase of the French sliips, and at 6h. 20in. p.m. lost sight of 
the Boadicea, as did the latter of the Otter and Staunch. 
At 7h. 3 ()i 4, the Africaine had arrived within al)out two 
miles of the weather quaider of the French frigates, and her 
superiority of sciiling was such as to enable her to keep way 
with them under "topsails and foresail. As ifc grew dark, the 
Africaine threw up rockets to indicate her position to the 
Boadicea. 

At Ih. 50)n. A.M. on the 13th, in the mklst of a heavy 
squall, the French frigates bore np, followed by the Africaine; 
and at 2h. 10m., the enemy having again hauled to the wind, 
the Afidcaine found herself within musket-shot on the 
weather and starboard quai-ter of thq Astree. The Boadicea 
was now about five miles distant on the lee quarter of the 
Africaine. Captain Corbet, anxious to prevent the enemy 
from entering Port Louis, from which they were not fai‘ 
distant, determined to commence the unequal contest ; and 
at 2li. 20in. a double-shotted broadside was fired into the 
Astree. TBis the French frigate immediately returned ; and 
at the second broadside Captain Corbet was mortally wounded, 
a shot striking off his right foot above the ancle, and a splin- 
ter causing a compound fractime of the thigh. The command 
then devolved upou Lieutenant Joseph Crew Tullidge, w^ho 
received Captain Corbet’s injunction, as he was being carried 
below, to bi'ing the enemy to close action. At 2h. 30m. the 
Astree, having her jib-boom shot away, and the clue of her 
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fore-topsail cut, filled and ranged ahead ; and the Ipliig^nie 
then bore up, and took a station on the lee quarter of her 
consoiii. The breeze having freshened, the Afrioaine boldly 
ran between the two ships to windw’^ard of the Iphig^nie, 
and opened fire upon this fresh opponent, from her larboard 
guns, having at the same time the Astree on her weather 
bow. At 31i, 30m. the Africaine had her jib-boom and fore- 
topmast shot away^ and shortly afterwards her mizen-top- 
mast. Lieutenant Tullidge, although severely wounded in 
four places, refused to quit the deck,’ the next officer in 
seniority, Lieutenant Forder, had been shot through the 
breast with a musket-ball and carried below ; and at 4h. the 
master had his head taken off by a round shot. At 41i. 
45m. A.M., at which time her three lower masts were in a 
tottering state, her hull dreadfully shattex’ed, and the decks 
covered with killed and wounded, the Afncaine ceased firing. 
Being in this disabled state, and finding at daylight that the 
Boadicea was still more than four miles to leew^ard, the 
Africaine at about 5h.. hauled down her colours ; but th(‘- 
enemy continued to fire on the surrendered ship for some 
minutes, and Captain Elliott, and several men, were killed in 
consequence. 

In tills tremendous conflict, the Africaine, out of 295 men 
and boys, including a lieutenant and twenty-five soldiers of 
the 86th regiment, had her master, Samuel Parker, Captain 
Elliott, of the army, twenty- eight seamen, fourteen marines, 
and five soldiers killed; and Captain Corbet (mortally), Lieu- 
tenants Tullidge and George Forder, Lieutexiants James 
Jackson (marines) and Horne (85tli regiment), John Theed 
and Jeiikin Jones, masters’ mates, Charles Mercier and 
Robert Leech, midshipmen, seveiity-.six seamen, twelve 
marines, and seventeen soldiers, wounded TotJil : forty- 
nine killed, and 114 wounded. The acknowledged loss of 
the French frigates was ten killed and twenty-five wounded; 
but tins is supposed to be much less than that really sus- 
tained. The Africaine being totally dismasted, was taken 
possession of by the French; but recaptimed on the afternoon 
of the same day by the Boadicea and consorts. Lieutenant 
Tullidge was tried by court-martial for surrendering the ship, 
and with the surviving officers most honourably acquitted, 
complimented upon the gallant conduct evinced upon 
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this occasion. It is gratifying to know thafe lieutenant 
Tullidge received the just reward of his bmvery by promotion 
to the rank of commander on the 1st August, 1811. 

The Boadicea, accompanied by the Airicaine, Otter, and 
Staunch, anchored in St. FauFs Bay on the 15th. 

On the ITth of September, the 18-pounder 32-giin fciptte 
Ceylon (of 070 tons, built for an East-Indiaman), Captain 
Charles Gordon, anived off Poit Louis from Madras, in ex- 
pectation of hilling in with the Boadicea ; but, after recon- 
noitring the port, made sail for Bourbon. At Ih. 15m. p.m. 
Commodore Hammelin, in the 18-pounder 40-gun frigate 
Venus, accompanied by the 16-gun corvette Victor, *weighed 
in pursuit of the Ceylon, and at 2h. p.m. were descried from 
tlie Ceylon in chase of her. The British frigate continued 
steering west by south, hoping to reach Bourbon, where Cap- 
tain Gordon doubted not he should find the Boadicea. The 
Venus, however, overtook the Ceylon at Ih. 15Tn. a.m. on the 
18th, and commenced the action. A running fight was 
maintained yrith much spirit, until 4h. 30m., by which time 
the Victor had also arrived up, and commenced taking part 
in the action. Having lost fore and main-topmasts and gaft^ 
and. being otherwise much disabled, the Ceylon then hauled 
down her coloui\s. The loss on board the Ceylon, out of a 
crew of 295 men and boys, amounted to six seamen and four 
soldiers of the 69th killed ; and Cayjtain Gordon (severely), 
'William Oliver, master, Captain Boss, of the 69th, Boatswain 
Andrew Graham, seventeen seamen, one maiine, and nine 
soldiers wounded. Total : ten killed and thirty-one wounded. 
Tlie mizenmast, and fore and main-topmasts of the Vemis 
were shot away, but her loss is not stated. 

At 7h. 30ih. A.M.. of the same day. Commodore Bowley, 
with the Boadicea, Otter, and Stauimh, discovered the two 
French ships and their pi-ize abreast of St. Denis ; and having 
received fifty volunteers from the Africaine, weighed and 
made sail in chase. At 8h. a.m. the Victor took the Ceylon 
in tow ; but at 3h. 30m. p.m., finding the British gain rapidly 
in the pursuit, tlie Victor removed her men from the prize, 
and hauled up to join the Venus. The latter then stood 
towards the Boadicea> and the corvette made sail towards the 
Isle of France. At 4h. 40m. p.m. the Boadicea ran the 
Venuii alongside, and after ten minutes’ engagement, in which 
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the British frigate had two men w'oiinded, and the Veiiiis 
nine killed and htteen wounded, the latter hauled do^ her 
colours. The Boadicea taking the Venus in tow, and the 
C)tter the Ceylon, returned to the Isle of Bourbon. Captain 
Gordon subsequently resumed the command of the Ceylon, 
and being tried by court-martial for her loss; was most 
honourably acquitted. The Venus, a fine ship of 1,100 tons, 
was taken into the British service, and, to perpetuate the 
name of Captain Willoughby s gallantly-defended ship, was 
called the Ncr^dde. The recapture of the Ceylon, and cap- 
ture of the Venus, entitles those sei'^dng in the Boadicea, 
Otter, and Stsunch, to the naval modal. 

On the night of the 27th of September, the boats of the 
120-giin ship Caledonia, Captain Sir Harry Neale ; 74-gun 
.skip V’'alianfc, Captmii ilobert I>. Oliver ; and 88-gun fngate 
Armide, Captain Kichard I). Dunn, at anchor in Basque 
B.oads, were sent away under tbe orders of lieutenant 
Arthur P. Hamilton, of the Caledonia, to destroy three brig.s 
lying under the protection of a battery at Poipte da Che. 
A division of 130 maiines, under Captains Thomas Sherman 
and Archibald McLju;hlan, Lieutenants John Ooultei', John 
Con die, and liobert Little, the latter of the marine artillery, 
were ordered to efiect a landing, and attack the battery, and 
a large body of troops as.sembled for tbe protection of the 
vessels. At Jli. 30 m. a.m. the marines were landed, the 
battery carried, and the guns spiked. The ti'oops were 
routed at tiie point of the bayonet by Captain Sherman and 
the marines, and two of the brigs captured, and. the third 
destroyed l>y the seamen. The marines re-embarked without 
losing a man ; }j\it one private was wounded, and Lieutenant 
Little, in attempting to cut down the sentinel at the entrance 
of the battery, received the contents of his musket in liis 
right hand, wdiich rendered amputation iiecesvsary. Those 
present in the above action are entitled to tlie naval medal. 

On the night of the 28th of September, Commander Robert 
Hall, of the 14-gim brig Rambler, lying in Gibraltar Bay, 
having }>een detached with some gun-boats in quest of 
enemy’s privateers, after a pull of twenty hours, landed with 
thirty ofiicers and men, near the entrance of the river Bar«- 
bate, Tarifa. After traversing the sand-hills, to get at a 
large French privateeiv protected by two 6 -pounders and 
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thirty dragoons, in addition to her own crew, Captain Hall 
and his paii;y corrunericed the attack, and after some sharp 
filing the enemy retreated, with the loss of five dragoons and 
two seamen killed, The privateer w^as brought out. 

On the 14th of October, the 10-gun brig Briseis, acting 
Commander George Bentliam, cruising in the North Sea, 
Gh?ised the French 14-giiii schooner ])rivateer Sans Bouci. 
After a run of eight and an action of one hour s duration, 
tim privateer surrendered, having had eight men killed and 
nineteen wounded. The Briseis had one master’s mate, 
Alexander Gunn, James Davidson, captain’s clerk, and two 
seamen killed, and eleven men wounded. Commander Ben- 
tham was conlirmed in his rank for tliis action ; and tlm 
naval medal is granted to the participators in the victory. 

Ou the 25tli of October, the lO-gun bi'ig Calliope, Cojn- 
mandor John McKerlie, captured, in the North Sea,, the 
Gountesse d’Hambourg, French scliooner piavjiteer of four- 
teen guns and fifty-one men, after a chase of tw o liouivs and 
a smart i-uuuing .action. The schooner’s mainmast was sliot 
away, and she was otherwise much shattereil ; her loss is not 
mentioned, but the Calliope had three men wounded. 

On the 27th of October, when abo\it twenty leagues soutli- 
west of Bcilly, the I G-giui brig Orestes, Coimnander John li, 
Lapenotiere, captured the French brig privateer Ijoup-Garoii, 
of sixteen guns and 100 men, after an hour’s running action, 
in whicli the privateer had four men wounded. 

On the 4th of November, rvhile tlie 18-gipi corvette 
Blossom, Commander William Stewart, was cruising off Cape 
Bicie, she chased a xebeck, and it falling calm, two boats were 
despatched in pursuit, in which were Lieutenant Samuel 
Davies, Ilichard Hainbly, mast(U’’s iimte, and John Marshall, 
inidshipnian. About 7Ii. a.m. the piivateer, which was the 
Caesar, of four guns and hfty-nine men, opened a fire upon 
the boats, killing Lieutenant Davis and three seamen, and 
wounding Mr. Hambly and four men. With the twenty-six 
men left, Mr. Marshall continued the pursuit, and gallantly 
boarded and canied tho privateer, with the additito of hve 
men wounded. Tlie enemy had four men killed and nine 
wounded. Mr. Hambly wfis promoted on the 19th of 
January following. This is a naval medal boat action. 

On the 8th of November, the boats of the 32-gun frigato 
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Quebec, Captain Sibtliorpe J. Hawtaync, commanded by 
lieutenant Stejdien Popham, assisted by Lieutenant Bichard 
A. Yates, and jolm McDonald, mfister’s mate, attacked and 
captured the French schooner privateer Jeune-Lotiise, of four- 
teen ^ins and thirty -live men, at anchor within the Yiie- 
stroom, in the Texel. The boats, previously to effecting this, 
imfbrtmiately grounded on the sand, witliiii pistol-shot of the 
schooner ; and in that situation ixiceived some broadsides 
and nuisketry. The French cuaptam, Galien Lafont, fell in 
personal conflict with Lieutenant Yates. The British loss 
amounted to two men (one killed and one drowned), and one 
wounded. Besides tlie ollicers above named, there were pre- 
sent in the boats, Gilbert Duncan, captain’s clerk, and Ohai'les 
Ward, voluntc^er, first class. 

On tlie Idtli of November, at llh. 40in. p.m., the 14-gun 
schooner Phipps, Commander Christopher Bell, chased a lug- 
ger privateer into Calais ; and early on the morning of the 
l()th,.tlie rhip|js fell in with, and commenced a nmning 
action with anotliei* lugger, which she chased so close to the 
shore, that at oh, 30m. a.m., in order to prevent her running 
on the rocks, tlio PhijDps ran her on board. Pouring in her 
broadside, Lieutenant Robert Tryon, with Patrick Wright, 
masters mate, and Peter Geddes, boa-tswain, at the head of 
a party of seamen, Vioaixied, and in a few mmutes carried the 
lugger, which proved to be the Ba.rbier-de-SeviiIe, mounting 
sixteen guns, with a c)*ew of sixty men. Lieutenant Tryon 
was m<n*t«‘4iy wounded, and one seaman wjus killed, Tlie 
privateer had six killed and eleven wounded, and was so 
much shattered, that she sank soon after her capture, cairy- 
ing with her one of the crew of the Phip]>3. 

On the 3rd ot‘ December, the Isle of France capitidated to 
a squadiwi under the command of Yice-Admiral Bertie, 
whose flag was flying on board the Africiiine, consisting of 
the following : — 


(runs. Ships. 

74 Illustrious 
r ConiwalUs 
[ AfricMiiie 


Clorinde . . 
hMenelaus 


Captain William Broughton 
,, James Caulfield 

, , Ohas, Gc»rdoTi (act. ) 

„ JTosiaa Rowley 

,, Philip Beaver 

„ Tlioinas Biiggs 
Peter Parker 
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M5 


Frigates 


Ships, 
Nereide . 
Phoebe . 
!Dori^^ . . . 
Cornelia . , 
Psyche . 
L Ceylon 


Captain Robt. Henderson (act.) 
,, James Hillyar 
Wm. Jones Lye 
Heniy F. Edgell 
John Edgecuinbe 
James Tomkinson (act.) 


Sloops, &c.— Hesper, Commander Wm. Paterson ; Eclipse, Commander 
Henry Lynne (act.) ; Hecate, Commander Geo. Rennie (act.) ; Actaeon, 
Commander Viaeount .'N'evilie ; Staunch, Lieut. Benjamin Street ; 
Emma, * Lieut. Hector Craig. 


Also a fleet of transports containing 10,000 troops, xmder 
Major-General Abercreinby. This capture was effected after 
some severe skirmishing, and was attended with the loss on 
the part of the British of twenty-eight killed, ninety-fbm* 
wounded, and forty-live missing. The French regulars 
amounted to 1,300, and the militia to 10,000 men ; the island 
was defended by 209 cannon. In Port Louis were found the 
40-gun frigates Bellone, Minerve, Manche, Astree, Ncr^ide, 
anel Ipliigenie, corvette Victor, and biig Entreprenante ; also 
the Oliailton, Ceylon, and United Kingdom, late English 
Indiamen, and twenty-four French me reliant ships. The 
Bellone under the name of Junon, the Astr6e under that of 
Pomone, and the Iphigcnie under her English name, weie 
added to the British navy ; but the Nereide was found in so 
bad a state that she was sold to he broken up. 

On the 10th of December, in the evening, the lO-gun brig 
Kosario, Commander Booty Harvey, cruising off Dungeness, 
fell in with two French lugger j)rivateers. The iiosario 
immediately ran one alongside, wdiich was boarded and taken 
possession of by Lieutenant ^Chomas Daws, at the head of a 
party of men. The prize w^as the Mainelouck, of sixteen 
giin.s and forty-five men, seven of whom were wounded. The 
Iiosario had twro men severely^, and three {slightly wounded. 

On the 12th of December, the 4-poimder 8-gun cutter 
Entreprenaiite, the crew of which consisted of thirty-three 
men and boys, lieutenant Peter Williams, wdiile lying be- 
calmed, near Malaga, was attacked by four large French 
privateers— one of six guns and seventy-five men ; a second 
of five guns and forty-five men ; and the others of two heavy 
guns and twenty-five men each. At llh. a.m. the firing 


‘ Supposed to have foundered off Madagt^scar in ISll. 
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commenced on both sides, and was continued until 2h. 45m. 
P.M., diuing which time three ineffectual attenipts were made 
to board tlie cutter j but l>eing repulsed with the utmost 
gallantly, the privateers took to their oars, and swept away, 
ffred at by the cutter as long as her shot would reach. The 
Jhitnjprenante had one man killed and ten wounded ; several 
of her guns were dismounted, and her spars and rigging very 
much cut. Notwithstanding Ins extremely good and gallant 
conduct, which preserved the cutter from capture, lieutenant 
Williams, though of ton years’ standing, had to ^ait four 
years longer for his promotion. 

On the 7th of December, in the evening, the 10-gun brig 
Rinaldo, Goniinander James Anderson, while cruising off 
Dover, observed two large luggei's standing towards tbe 
English eoast^ On seeing the llinaldo. they endeavoured to 
cross the brig, and regain tlieii* own shores ; but perceiving 
tlie design, the Rinaldo, after a smart action, ran the nearest 
one on boai’d, her jib“l>oom passing under the lugger’s jib- 
stay. The French crew, which in number gimtly exceeded 
the Rinaldo’.s, then attempted to l)oard ; but being repulsed 
witli loss, the lugger was boarded and ca|>tured by Lieutenant 
Edwai'd G. I^ilnier, who was .severely wounded in the con- 
te.st. Tlie inizQ was the Maraudeiir, of fbiiHeen guns and 
eighty-five men. Tlie other vessel escaped into Calais. 

On the 17th of December, at 3h. 30m. p.m., while stand- 
ing out from SL Helen’s, on her way to Dover, the Rinaldo 
discovered four luggers in the offing, with their sails lowered ; 
and in order to decoy them after him, Cajitain Anderson 
stood in shore, and tiiuimed sails so as to permit them to 
approach after dark. At 5h. the Ower’s light bearing 
west-riorth-wost, distant half a mile, the two largest luggers 
ranged up under the Rinaldo’s stern, and firing their broad- 
sides, hailed, and iii a very abusive manner ordered her to 
surrender. The Rinddo being fully pi’e pared for the salute, 
tacked and poured a broadside into each of them : she then 
wore round, and when within pistol-shot of the largest, firtHl 
a second broadside. The effect of this was to bring down the 
lugger’s masts and sails, and to make the crew call for 
quarter, who hailed that the vessed was sinking, and desired 
that boats might be sent to their assistance. The second 
lugger now l)oi'e up, apparently intending to board the 
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KinaJdo, but she was soon compelled to haul off ; and 
ha-ving lowered her sails, the crew hailed to say that they 
had struck. While wearing round and inanni ug her boats 
to send to the sinking prize, the Kinaldo was carried by the 
current foul of the Owor s light vessel, and the second lug- 
ger, which had $un*endered, taking advantage of this acci- 
clent, rehoisted her sails and escaped. The largest lugger 
went down, and out of a crew of seventy niQn, only the 
captain and two were saved. The vessel’s name w’as Vieille 
JosephidiPand mounted sixteen guns. 

On the 13th of December, a party, consisting of 3o0 
seamen and 250 marines, from tlie 74-gun ships Kent, 
Captain Thomas Rogers ; Ajax, Captain Robert W. Otway, 
frigate Cambrian, Cajtain Francis W. Fane ; and corvettes 
Sparrowhawk and Minstrel, Commanders James Pringle and 
Colin Campbell, the whole under the commaTid of Captain 
Fane, landed near the Mole of Palamos, on the south coast 
of Spain, for the ])urj)Ose of destroying an armed ketch, 
some xebecks and merchant vesseLs,lyingunder theprotection 
of tw'o batteries. The batteiies and magazines were de- 
stroyed, and the vessels brought off with a trifling loss; 
but, unfortunately, in returning to the shi])s, tlie men, in- 
stead of retiring along the beach, where they wouhl liave 
been covei'ed by the tire of the corvettes, took their road 
through the town. In consequence of tliis inconsiderate 
step, they became exposed to a murderous fire from tl>e 
French troops, who liad posted themselves in tlie houses, 
by which two officers, nineteen seamen, and twelve marines 
were killed ; and fifteen officers, forty-two seamen, and 
thirty-two marines wounded ; and two officers, foi'ty-one 
seamen, and forty-three marines made prisoners. Total : 
thirty -th ree kil led, eighty-nine wounded, and eighty-se v en 
prisoners. Captain Fane, who remained on the mole-head 
to the last m the performance of his duty, was among the 
latter. 
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On the 4th of February, the boats of the friges Cerbe- 
rus atid Active, Captains Henry Whitby and ^mes A. 
Gordon, were despatched, under the command of Lieutenant 
George Hayo, of the latter ship, to board four vessels, lying 
in the port of Pestichi, on the coast of Italy. Three of the 
vessels were brought out, and the fouith burnt, with no loss 
to the British. 

On the the boats of the same frigates were sent 

away, under the orders of Lieutenant James Dickenson, of 
the Cerberus, assisted by Lieutenants George Haye and George 
C. Urmston, and Master’s mates James Gibson and Samuel 
Bennie, together with a party of marines, under Li<^utenant 
John Meai-es, to bring out some vessels at anchor in the 
liaibour of Ortona. At lOh. am., the boats having ap- 
piH)achcd the mole, a fire of great guns and musketry was 
opened from a trabacciilo, mounting six guns, and from sol- 
diers posted on the beach and hills. The Britisli responded 
to this stilute by three cheers, and, dashing on, boarded and 
earned the tiubacculo in a few minutes. The party then 
landed, and having diivcn the enemy before them, ten 
vessels, laden with wheat, oil, <kc,, were captured, and the 
magazines containing stores destroyed. This service was 
attended with, no severer casualty than four iiien wounded. 

On the evening of the 4th of March, Commodore Du- 
bourdieu, wiio in the month of October last entered the 
liarbour of Ancona, sailed from that port with a squadron of 
six large frigates, one 16-gua brig, a 10-g'un schooner, 6* gun 
xebeck, and two gun-boats, having on board about 500 trpops, 
intended to garrison Lis.sa (a small island on the coast of 
Dalmatia) as soon as they should have gained possession of 
it. Early on the morning of the 13th, Commodore Dubour- 
dieu came in sight of the Biitish squadron, at this time 
about a mile from tlie entrance of Port St. George. At 
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4h. A.M. the extremes of the island of Lissa bore from the 
AmpMon cast by south, and south by west, and at Ch. the 
Franco-Yenetian squadroiji bore down to the attack, in two 
divisions, in the following order 


stakboabd, or weather division. 
Guns. Ships, 

i Favorite (commodore) 

32 Bellona (V enetian) 

16 Meifi^ure 


DAEBOAKD, OE LEE DIVISION. 
Guns. Ships. 

J Daiiat' 

( Corona (Venetian) 

32 Carolina (Venetian) 

A schooner, xebeck, and gun-boats 


The British ships, under top-gallant sails and jib, each 
with a red ensign at tlie peak, and decoiated witli the union 
jack and an ensign at tlie foremast head and on the different 
stays, were quickly formed in line aliead in the following 
order : — 


Guns. 

.Ships. 


32 

Arripliion 

..... Captain William Hoste 

38 

Active 

,, James A. Gordon 

28 

V olajye 

,, Filipps Boruby 

32 

Cerberus 

,, Henry Whitby 


The enemy's squadron was composed of four large 
18-pouncler 40-gun 1,1 OO ton frigates, and two 12-pounder 
32 -gun frigates of 700 tons. The 40-gnn frigates mounted 
from forty -eight to fifty gnus each, and the 32-grin frigates 
thirty-six guns, ineh.nling twenty-four long 12 -pounders on 
the main deck ; besides which, the small vessels mounted 
together thirty-six guns. At the lowest estimate, this 
squadron had on board 2,500 men. The British squadron 
consisted of three 18-|)ounder frigates : tlio Active, of 1,058 
tons, mounting forty-four guns; Amphion, of 914 tons, 
mounting forty-two guns ; and Cerberus, of 816 tons and 
thirty-eight guns ; and the Volage, of 529 tons, rated as a 
22-guu ship, and armed wdth Wenty-two 32-pounder car- 
ronades on the main deck, and four 18-pounder caiTonades 
and two long 6-pounders on the quarter-deck and forecastle. 
The crews of the above ships did not exceed 880 in all. The 
actual force of the contending parties may therefore be 
thus stated : British, 152 gim.s, 880 men : Francu-Yenotians, 
300 guns, and 2,500 men : showing a su[>eriority in favour 
of the enemy of 146 guns and 1,620 men ; or, taking into 
consideration the overwhelming number of men, of more 
than half. 
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Notwithstanding this disparity, which was well hnown to 
Captain Ho.ste, he made no effort to decline the combat ; 
but, on the contrary, with his gallant companions, exulted in 
the prosi)ect of. a meeting for wliicii they had for many 
months eagerly longed. With hk formed in line on 

the starboard tack, in the order already stated, so compact 
that the flying jib-boorn of the one was only a few feet from 
the spanker of the other, Captain Hoste gallantly offered 
battle to the enemy, Eilaiilating the immortal Nelson, under 
whom he had first learned to meet a foe, Captain Hoste 
dctei’inined to try the effect of a signal, which, while it on 
his part served to show a gratcfil remembrance of hia 
former coniinander and patron, might also knit by still 
stronger bonds the captains, officers, and seamen under his 
command. Ho therefore telegraphed IIemembee Nelson/' 
The meaning of the flags was no sooner known than it was 
received with hearty and enthusiastic cheers. 

At 9h. the Amphion and Active opened fire upon the 
Favointe. The rela.tive positions of the two aquadrons at 
this period "we endeavour to illustrate by a diagram. 
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beam of the Amphion, evinced an intention to lay heT on 
board; but the vigorous fire opened upon her by that 
frigate, and in particular the discharge of about 750 musket- 
balls troin a 5z^--inch howitzer on the qua^ouMieck, which 
caused gi’Cat havoc among the French crow assembled on the 
Favorite’s forecastle, induced the commodore to forego it, and 
to haul to the wind in a parallel course with the British. . 
The *rate of sailing of the British frigates was about three 
miles an hour, and as they continued to stand close-hauled, 
all the enemy’s ships being unable to cut their compact line, 
were obliged also to haul up. This enabled tlie Danad, and 
subsequently the Corona and Carolina, to open their broad- 
sides on the Volage and Cerberus, whicli ships returiiefl 
their fire wdth great spirit. 

At Oh. 40m. the Arnphion, being within half a cable’s 
length of the norih-west shore of Lissa, made the signal 
for the squadron to wear together. The Favorite being on 
the weather bow of the Ainphion, in emleavouring to wear 
and get to leeward of the British line, struck on the rocks 
and Ivilged. The Cei'bcins having had her riukler-head choked 
by a shot, was some time in coming round, in consequence of 
which the Yoiage was under the necessity of passing under 
her stern, and thus became the leading sliip on tlie larboard 
tack. The Flore having sustained very slight damage to lier 
sails, wore round under the stern of the Amjjhioii, and hauled 
up on her lee quarter, and at about the same time the Bel- 
lone took a station on the Amphion’s weather quarter, a,nd 
both opened a heavy fire. The Danae now wore, and was 
followed by the Corona and Carolina, the JJanao taking lier 
station abeam of the Yolago, and her followers on the bow 
and quarter of the Cerberus. 

Thus all except the Active became closely engaged. The 
Yoiage nobly maintained her station, and tlie character of a 
frigate which she was thus called upon to sujiport, and with 
her 32 -pounder carronadcs dealt such destruction on the 
decks of her antagonist, that the Danae kept a close luff to 
seek a greater range, by which her long guns would i*etain 
their advantage. The Cerberus was ninety men short of 
complement, and suffered very severely in her unequal contest 
with her two antagonists ; but the Active, having made sail,^ 
was at length enabled to get up to the assistance of her 
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friends in the van, and as she approached, the Danae, Corona, 
and Carolina bore up to the eastward and made sail. 

The Amphion in the meanwhile had suffered much from 
the fire of her two opponents ; and, in order to lessen his 
disadvautfiges, Captain Hoste gradiudly edged off the wind 
to close the Flore, Crossing her bows within half pistol- 
shot, the A raphion again hauled up on the larboard tack, 
and brought her broadside to bear on the Flore’s starboard 
bow. This was about llh. lOm., and after continuing the 
fire for about ten minutes, the Flore struck her colours. The 
Bellona, when the Amphion bore up, followed, her example, 
and taking a station across the Amphion’s stern, maintained 
a destructive fire. Unable to take possession of the Flore, 
in consequence of the damage done to her imnning ligging, 
which prevented her from hoisting out a l)oat, and her stein 
and quarter boats being knocked to pieces, the Amphion 
turned her attention to the Bellona, and having with diffi- 
culty wove round on the starboard tack, tt>ok up a position 
on the weather bow of that ship, which, at a few minutes 
before noon, was also compelled to haul down her colours. 
Lieutenant Donat H. O’Brien, in a small punt, then pro- 
ceeded to take ])ossession of the prize. Captain Hoste per- 
ceiving the enemy dying in all directions, made the signal for 
a general chase, which, however, could only apply to the 
Active, as no other ship was in a condition to chase. The 
Amphion then came to the wind on the larboard tack, to 
leeward of the Cerbeims and Volagc. 

Tlie Flore, after the Amphion and other ships ceased to 
fire at hei’, liad by degrees been making s.ail, and was now 
out of gun-shot to windward, when, taking advantage of her 
situation, and of the disabled state of her captor, she crow'ded 
all sail, and effected an escape into Lessina. The Active w^as 
ill a situation to have sunk the Flore ; but, perceiving that 
she had surrendered, Captain Gordon made vsail in chase of 
the Corona. After receiving a galling fire tis .she approached, 
the Active at Ih. 45m. p.m. succeeded in getting alongside 
the (Jorona to leeward, when an action commenced, whicli 
was maintained with great spirit until 2h. 30m., when the 
Corona surrendered. The Carolina and Danae had by this 
time got under the protection of the batteries of Lessiim, and 
the small vessels had also effected their escape. 
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In. sticli ail a^jtion, the loss and damages of the different 
sliips^ as may he sup})osed, were severe. The Amphion’s 
lower masts were all three badly vrounded, her larboard main 
yai*d~arm and mizen-topmast were shot away, and her sails 
and dgging much cut. Out of a crew of 251 men and boys, 
her loss amounted to her boatswain, Richard Until anlc, 
Midshipincn John R. Spearman and Cliarles Hayes, seven 
seaineu, and five marines killed; and Captaiii Hoste (in his 
right arai, and some severe contusions), Lieutenant David 
Dutm, severely, Captain of marines Thomas Moore, ISIidshi p- 
men Francis G. F«arewell and Thomas Edw'ard Hoste, ( 'ap- 
tain’s clerk Frederick Lewis, first class volunteers Honour- 
al)lo W. Waldegrave and Charles Buthane, thirty-four st‘a- 
men, and four marines wounded. Total : fifteen killed, forty- 
seven wounded. The Active’s damages tvere compa-rativel}' 
slight ; and out of her complement of 300 men and boys, 
four seamen ’wore killed, and Second Lieutenant of marines 
John Mears, eighteen seamen, and five marines wumnded. 
Total : four killed and tw^enty-four wniunded. The Cerberns 
liad only lost her mizen-topsail-yard ; but her hull was much 
shattered ; and out of a crew of IGO men and boys, hev‘ pur- 
ser, Samuel Jeffery, Midshipman Francis S. Davey, eight 
seamen, and three marines were killed ; and Lieutenant 
George C. Urinston, thirty-three seamen, and seven marines 
wounded. Total ; thirteen killed and foriy-one wounded. 
The maiiiyard of the Volage wns shot aw^ay in the slings, 
besides which she lost her fore-tox)gailant'mast, and Avas also 
damaged in her masts, sails, and rigging, and in Juill con- 
siderably. Her loss, out of 175 men, amounted to Midship- 
man John George, ten seamen, and two marines killed ; Finst 
Lieutenant of marines William B. Knapinan, twenty-seven 
seamen, and four marines wounded. Total : thiiteen killed 
and thirty-three wounded. Grand total : forty -five killed 
and 145 wounded. 

Of the prices, the Corona sustained a loss of upwards of 
200 in Idlled and wounded ; and the Bel Iona had seventy 
killed, and about the same number wounded, iridudiiig her 
captain (Duodo) mortally. 

At 4h, P.M. the Favourite, having been set on lire by lier 
crew, hlew up wdth a great explosion. At 9h. rm . the 
Corona^ while in tow of the Active, caiight fire on the main-' 
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top, and ill a short time the mainmast -was in flames/ The 
Active cut herself clear, and the Corona continued burning 
until llh. 30m. P.M., when, owing to the exertions of lieu- 
tenants James Dickenson and George Haye, the flames were 
got under ; but not wi thout the loss of the mast, and of four 
seamen and one maiine of the Active, who were drowned ; 
and Lieutenant Haye, and Midshipman Sephis Goode, and 
two seamen, who were severely biiimt. 

The Corona, a very fine ship, was added to the British 
navy under the name of Daedalus, and the Bellona under 
that of Dover, but only to be employed as a troop-ship. 
Each of the captains present at the action of Lissa (but not 
until after a la])sc of some years) received a gold medal, and 
the first lieutenants of the ships — David Dunn, Amphion ; 
James Dickenson, Cerberus ; William Wilmot Henderson, 
Active ; and William Wolrige, Yolage — were promoted to 
the rank of commander. The naval medal was awarded in 
1847 to the surviving participators. 

To offer a word in tlie shape of eulogy, in nfcrence to this 
action, would, we feel, be superfluous ; the facts speak for 
tliernsolves ; but it may be necessary to remark, that 
although there have been those disposed to think lightly of 
such enemies as Venetians, yet it is clear that these sliips 
were fought with the utmost skill, ai^d defended to the last 
extremity ; indeed, had it not been for the accident to the 
B^avourite, Captain Iloste might have dearly rued his temeiity 
in meeting such enemies. A victory would doubtless have 
been achieved, but the sacrifice must have been great. Yet 
that accident w^as not the effect of simple clianoe, but of the 
skill of Captain Hoste, who foresaw it from the first, and by 
standing so long on the starboard tack, enticed the French 
conimodoro to the rocks on which his ship was wrrecked. 
Ca])tain Iloste made a formal demand for the surrender of 
the Bloro, which ship had notoriously struck to the Amphion, 
but, in defiance of eveiy honourable principle, his letters 
were disregarded. 

On the 24th of March, the French 4 O-gun frigate Ama- 
zone, Captain Kousseau, was chased by tbe 74-gun ship 
Berwierk, Captain James Macnamara, while attempting a 
second time to get from Havre to Cherbourg, and obliged 
to anchor in a small rocky bay under shelter of a batteiy. 
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but where she stmck/and lost her rudder. A small squad- 
ron soon assembled^ compiisiD^ the 38-gun frigate Amelia, 
Captain the Honourable Frederick P. Irby, 16-gun brigs 
Goshawk and Hawk, Commanders James Lilburpe and 
Henry Bourchier, which at 8h. a.m. anchored about two 
miles to the northward, not being able to stem the ti^e. At 
noon the Niobe, Captain John W. Loring, joined, and at 
4h. P.M. the whole stood in among rocks and shoals, and 
cannonaded the frigate and batteries. On the following day 
the attack was about to be renewed, when the Ainazone was 
set on fire by her crew and destroyed. The Berwick and 
Amelia had each one man killed, and the Amelia one 
wounded. 

The island of Anholt, captured in May, 1809, having been 
found xtseful as a depot for British merchandize, and as a re- 
sort for the Baltic cruisers, Captain James Wilkes Maxirice, 
of Diamond Bock celebrity, was appointed governor, with a 
garrison of thirty-one marine aHillery and 350 marines, 
under Major Bobert Torrens. The Danes, however, deter- 
mined, if possible, to regain possession of tlie island, fitted 
out an expedition in the summer of 1810 ; but, deteired by 
the large naval force in the Baltic, delayed making the 
attempt until the winter. But so long as the sea remained 
open, the British ciuisers remained ; and w^hen at length 
driven aw'ay by the ice, the Danes vv^ere, Iroin the same 
cause, prevented from carrying their design into efiect. 
When milder weather set the vessels at liberty, troops to the 
nxxmber of 1,000 men, including 200 organized seamen, em- 
barked in twelve transports, protected by twelve gun-boats, 
having crews of sixty or seventy men, each mounting two 
heavy long guns, and four brass howitzers. Oh the 24th of 
Mfirch, Anholt xvas visited by a Danish ofixeer, bearing a flag 
of truce, but who was in reality a spy ; and he having ascer- 
tained that the garrison did not exceed 400 men, that the 
lighthouse fort was the only battery of importance, and that 
one solitary armed schooner was the sole naval fonxe, re- 
turned to Gerrild Bay, where the flotilla had assembled. On 
the 26tli the flotilla got underway, and the same day the 
32-gun fiigate Tartar, Captain Joseph Baker, and 16 -gun 
sloop Sheldrake, Commander James P. Stewart, arrived at 
^Anholt. 


2 a 3 



35C DEFENCE OF ANHOl*T. [ISll, 

On tke 27th^ at 4L a.m,, the Dtoisli; troops nnd^ cover 
of a thick fog, disembarked, xinseen, about four kuIIjs to the 
westwaz'd of Fort Yorke, It had been intiixiated to Captain 
Maurice, in the month of Febi^aiy, that an attack was in- 
tended, and every precaution in his power had been taken 
for defehcey and pickets stationed all round the ishuid. Just 
before dawn, the out-pickets on the south side of the island 
made the preconcerted signal for the enemy’s heing in sight, 
when the brigade of four howitzers, covered by 200 rank-tod- 
file, (jommanded by the governor in person, having -with him 
Major Torrens, the commandant of the battalion, quitted the 
lines to oppose the landing ; but finding that the enemy bad 
already disembarked, the marines were ordered to fall back 
upon the forts to avoid being outflanked. 

A diviwsion of 200 Danish seamen, under Lieutenant Hol- 
stein, had in the meanwhile gained the heights, and xvere 
advancing cheering, w’hcn a fire from Massaretie Battery 
obliged them to retire with precipitation to the beach, and 
to abandon a small battery which they had taken, and which 
was quickly regiXmed by the British, in good order and witlj- 
out loss. As the day opened, the Danish fioti] la was ob- 
served to have taken a position within gun-shot of tlie works, 
upon which a signal was made to Captain Baker, in the Tar- 
tar, that the enemy had landed, and that the gun-bpats had 
begun the cannonade. The Tartar and Sheldi’ake weighed 
from the north side of the island as soon as the firing was 
heard ; but Captain Maurice annulling the Bhtddrake’s sig- 
nal, the Taitar proceeded alone ; but having to stand off . 
some distance to get round the shoals, it was a long time 
before slue could be brought to act. 

The main body of the Danes had by this time crossed tlie 
island, and taken post on the northern sich^, xmder shelter of 
the sand-hills, and a detachment, consisting of 150 men, ad- 
vanced in a very gallant manner to the as^ult ; bnt the fire 
from Forts Yorke and Massarene kept tllem in check, and 
although I’epeatedly rallied, were at length driven back. 
Lieutenant Holstein’s division on tlie south side having 
brought up a field-piece, which enfiladed Massarene Battery 
xvith some effect, Major Melstedt, the commander-in-chieit 
encouraged by the apparent sucicess of this step, ordered the 
main body to advance, and a general assault to take place. 
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Major Melsteclt was killod by a musket-ball wbile gallantly 
leading on bis men ; the next in command^ Oaptaiii Keydez, 
had both Ms legs shot off, and the brave Holstein was killed 
shortly afterwards. The incessant hre from the batteries, 
and also from the Aiiholt schooner, Lieutenant Heniy Lor- 
raine Baketv which had anchored close to the shore on the 
flank of the Daties, in a little time drove them from the shel- 
ter of the sand-hills, and finding it impossible to advjuice or 
retreat, they held out a flag of ti'uce, and offered to surren- 
der upon ceHain terms. Captain Maurice, hc>wever, would 
hear of nothing short of an unconditional surrender, which, 
after some deliberation, the Danes acceded to. 

The Dan mil gun-boats observing the approach of the 
Tartar, immediately made off to the westward, and the 
troops on the south side having then no means of retreat, 
also laid down their arms. Tliese, with the troops on the 
north side, amounted to 520 men, exclusive of twenty-three 
wounded. The remaining half of the invaders fled towards 
the west end of the island, where they succeeded in regain- 
ing the gun-boats and transports. The Taidar and Shel- 
drake pui*sued the gun-boats, and the latter oveitook and 
captured one boat, manned with sixty seamen, and mounting 
two long 24-pounders and four brass howitzers ; and another, 
mounting two 18-pomiders and four howitzers, with a crew of 
sixty-four men. A third gun-boat was sunk by the brig’s 
sliot. The Tartar captured two boats, laden with stores and 
provisions. The Danish loss amounted in. the wdiole to 
thirty-five ki lied and twenty-three w^ounded. The British, 
not^yithstanding tJie severity of the service, had only tw^o 
men killed, and Major Ton’ens and thirty inen wounded. 
The naval medal has been limited to those borne on the 
books of Allholt Island. 

On the 30th of March, the 38-gim frigate Pomone, Captain 
Robert Barrie ; 36-guii frigate Unite, Captain Edward H, 
Chamberlayne ; ■and the 18-gim' brig Scout, Commander 
Alexander R, &iarpe, arrived off the Bay of Sagone, Corsica, 
in which were lying the French 26-gun store-ships Giraffe 
and Hourrice, in 0 (.)mpany with a large mercliaiit-slup, timber 
laden, bound to Tpulon. Although the enemy’s ships were 
protected by a 4-gun and mortar battery and a martello 
tower, and by some of the guns of ihe Giraffe, landed for the 
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pnrpbse, as well as by 200 trcM:>ps assembled on the neigh- 
botiring heights, the British ships, towed by their boats, 
ceeded to the attack. At 6h, P;M. the squadron queued their 
broadsides, and at 7h. 30m. p.m. the Giraffe, bearing a com- 
iQodore s pendant, and in a short time the Nonnice also, 
were observed to be on fire. The merclnmt-ship became 
involved in the same inin, upon which the Pomone and con- 
sorts were towed out of reach of danger from the explosions. 
At 8h. 50m. the Giraffe, and shortly afterwards the Nourrice, 
blew up, and some of the burning timbers from the latter 
falling on the martello tower, entirely demolished it, and the 
sx)arks setting fire to the battery below, it was also de- 
stroyed. In performing this service, the Pomone had two 
men killed, and ten seamen, seven marines, and two boys 
wounded. On board the ITriito, Midshipman Bichm*d Good- 
i-idge and two men were wounded ; and in the Scout, Lieu- 
tenant William ISTeame severely, her boatswain ‘"(Jame.s 
Stewart), and one seaman, slightly wounded ; making a total 
of two killed and twenty-five wounded. 

On the 4th of May, at lOh. a.m., the 38-gun fiigates Belle- 
Ponlo and Alceste, Captains James Brisbane and Murray 
Maxwell, being off the coast of Istria, chased a Frencli 
18-gun brig into the harbour of Parenza. Having received 
infoi’ination 'that a vessel of the brig’s description was ex- 
pe<Jted at Ragusa witli snpj)lies for the Frencli frigates 
Danac and Flore, Brisbane resolved to attempt her 

capture. Accordingly, the Eelle-Poule, followed closely by 
the Alceste, stood within a cable's length of the rocks, at the 
entrance of the harbour, and opened fii e vqioTi the brig, and a 
batteiw under which she jay, and, after an hour’s canlionade, 
compelled the brig to haul on shore, under the town, out of 
gun-sliot. At the close of day the frigates anchored about 
five miles from the shore, and Captain Brisbane deteimined, 
as the easiest method of destroying the brig, to take jiosses- 
sion of the island at the mouth of the haibour. At Ih. p.m., 
therefore, the boats of the two frigates, containiBg 200 sea- 
men and 100 marines, under the ordei'S of Lieutenants John 
M. ‘Curdy and Eichard B. Bc^rdman, and Edjuu txd A. 
Chartres and Arthur Moixison, of the marines, Midshipmen 
Hamilton Blair, Charles M. Ckapm an, Edward Finlay, 
Hem’jr Maxwell, John Hall, and Arthur Grose, of the Belle- 
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Poule ; and Lieutenajats John Collman Hickman and 
Rickard Llojrd, Howard Moore, acting master, and Midshijn 
men James Adair, Charles Croker, and Thomas Iteddmg, of 
the Alceste, landed and took quiet possession of the island. 
By 5h. VM. on the 5th, a battery of two howitzers and two 
O-poimders was constnjcted on a commanding emmence, and 
a field-piece was also placed on the left to divide the atten- 
tion of the enemy. Soon alter daylight the enemy ‘opened a 
cross lire from four different positions, which was retun} ed 
by the British with great vigour, during ffve hours. By this 
time, however, the brig -was cut to pieces and sunk ; and 
this, their principal object, accompliBhed, the party re- 
eml^aiked ■vvdth tlieir guns, but not without losing Richard 
Keilyj gunner of the Belle-Poiile, and three men killed, and 
having four men wounded. The above is a naval medal 
boat action. 

On the 6th of May a French squadron arrived off* Isle 
de la Passe, under Commodore Eoquebert, consisting of the 
40-gun frigates llenommee, Clormde, and Ner6ide, each 
having on board 200 soldiers, which had been dGs|)atched 
from Brest to the relief of the Isle of France, the news of 
tlie capture of that island not having reached France. On 
their arrival wathiri five miles of the island, being suspicious 
of the event which had ha})pened, a boat from each ship wars 
sent to reconnoitre. The Renomm^e’s boat succeeded in 
gaining full infoimation, but the other boats were detained. 
The frigates tlien made sail to the eastward, and in the 
course of the day were chased by the IS-pounder 36-gim 
fiigates Pbrnbe and Galatea, Captains James Hilly ar and 
Woodley Losack ; and 18-gun brig Racehorse, Comniander 
James JDe Rippe, pait of a squadron detached from the Ca]>e 
station to intei*cept them. Expecting to be joined by the 
38-gun frigate Astrea, Captain Charles M. Bchomberg, 
nothing was. done towards bringing the enemy to action. 

The crew of the Galatea, annoyed that more vigorous 
measures -were not pursued (the enemy being at this time 
apparently within reach), went aft in a, I)ody and requested 
Captain Losack to bring the French frigates to action. This, 
though a highly irregulfir step, Captain Losack so flrr at- 
tended to, as to go on board the Phoebe to make known 
their wishes to Captain Hillyar. On the 9th, the Astrea 
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tove in sight to leeward, and the Phxrsbe and Galatea, in 
iWring ixp to j(aii lier^lost sight of the eneiny^ 

Ooiiimodore Iloqiiehert, thus left to himself, resolved to 
attempt the surprise of some post on the Isle of Bourboti, 
and on the night of the i 1th ariived off that island ; but the 
heavy surf breaking near the intended place of ianding 
induced this plan to he given up. The French squadron 
then made sail for Madagas^^ and on the IDth of May 
arrived off Tamatave, and the British garrison, cohsisting 
only of 100 men of the 22nd regiment, most of whom were 
sick, fell an easy prey to the squadron. Captain Schom- 
berg, judging this to be the direction taken by the enemy, 
sl\aped his course accordingly, and on the moruiiig of the 
2()th gained sight of the squadron. At noon the French 
ships formed in the following order on the larboard tax^k— 
Olorinde, Benomraee, l^CT^ide — and stood along the land to 
windward of the British, which, close-hauled on the star- 
board tack, wei'O endeavouring to get up with them. At 
4h. p.M. the Astrea, tlie leading .shi]>, being nearly a mile 
ahead of her coiisorts, and abreast of the Renomin^e, was 
iired at by that ship, and subsequently the ’Phoebe and 
Galatea were also engaged. The Astrea, after passing the 
Nereide, endeavoured to tack ; but the concussion of the 
liring liaving dispelled the light air of wdnd, the Astrea 
missed stays, and was xinable, it a})pears, to wear. The 
Ki’eneh commodore finding one of the British ships thus in 
irons, todv advantage of it, and bearing up with the Ilenpm- 
mee and Olorinde, and taking stations on the stern and 
r|u::u*ter of the Plxebe and Galatea, opened a very severe fire 
upon them ; tlie jNcroide at tlie same time keeping up a 
distant cannonading with the Astrea. After a time, a slight 
1 ‘evival of the breeze having wafted the Clorinde and Kenom- 
inco downi upon tlie Galate.% that sliip had to bear the 
brunt of the action, and was sevet'ely handled. The Pheebe 
and Astrea meanwhile became engaged with the l??^6r6ide, 
but the Racehorse took little or no part in the action. 

The Galatea’s two opponents — ^tho Clorinde, tinder her 
stern, and the Renominee on her starboard quarter— keep- 
ing their broadsides to bear by' the aid of the boats, rendered 
the situation of that frigate veiy critical ; but after having 
two boats sunk by shot, in endeavouring to get her broad- 
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side to bear upon lier assailants, "slie at length, by getting 
sweeps ovit of the head, was enabled to open her broadside 
upon the Itenommee, and partially upon the Ciorinde also. 
The situation of the Nereide, however, and a light breea^e 
springing up, induced tlie Galatea’s opponents to proceed to 
tlie asKsistance of their consort. This was at a little before 
8h, P.M., so that for three houi*s the Galatea had been ex- 
]>osed to the lire of two powerful enemies. So seidous were 
the Galatea’s dainages, that, on being hailed by the Astrea, 
Captain Losack stated the ship to be in too disabled a state 
to chase tlie enemy, now making off to the northward. Her 
fore arid niizen-topmasts were gone, foremast, mainyardj 
raain-'topmast, and bowsprit in a j>recarious state, scarcely a 
shroud, stay, or rope uncut, and near four feet water in her 
hold, w'ith more than sixty of her crew killed and wounded. 

The Astrea, Phcebe, and Kacehorse, how^ever, had not 
received much damage, and were enabled to overtake and 
capture the lienommee at a little past 1 0h. p.m., and this 
ship, was taken possession of by a boat iroin the Pluebe. 
The Astrea and Phmbo continued until 2h. a.m. on the 21st 
to follow the Cloriiide, vrithout avail ; but the Nerijide, 
greatly shattered, reached Tamatave, where she was soon 
afterwards captured. 

The damages of the Astrea were immaterial, ami her loss, 
out of a crew of 271 men and boys, amoxinted to two seamen 
killed, and the first lieutenant, John Baldwin, and fifteen 
wounded. The fore-topmast of tlie Phxebo fcdl just after 
discontinuing the chase of the Clorinde, liosidos wliich, her 
lo\V(3r masts and bowsprit wore badly wounded, and her sails 
and rigging much cut. Her loss amounted to seven seamen 
killed ; and dolm Wilkcy, midshipman, and nine men 
severely, one mortally, and sixteen men slightly wounded. 
Total: seven killed; one mortally, and twenty-three 
severely and slightly wounded. The state of the Galatea’s 
spars an d rigging has been already men tinned : in her 
hull were fifty-five shot-holes, and her stern was much 
damaged. Her loss was as follows: First Lieutenant of 
marines Hugh Peregrine, eight seamen, and five marines 
killed ; and two seamen mortally wovmded, Captain Losack 
severely by a sjilinter, Second lieutenant of marines Heniy 
Lewis, and twelve seamen, and five marines severely, and 
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her first Meutenant, Thomas Bevis,; WilHams, and 

Alexander Henning, midshipinen, seventeen seamen* four 
marines, and tliree hoys, slightly wounded. Total : fourteen 
killed ; two mortally, nineteen severely, and twenty-seven 
slightly wounded. The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded 
in the Kenomms^e and N^reide, according to the official 
letter of Ctiptain Schomberg, amounted in the former to 145 
(including Commodore Iloquebert, killed), and in the latter 
to 130. The first lieutenants of the Astrea and Fhcehe 
(John Baldwin and George Scott) were promoted ; but 
Lieutenant Thotnas Be^ds remained in the same rank tmtil 
1829. This is a naval medal action. 

On the morning of the 8th of May, the 18-gun bxig 
Scylla, Commander Artliur Atcheson, being off the Isle of 
Bas, brought to aetioii the French 10-gun brig Canonniere, 
having a convoy of live vessels under her protection. At 
llh. 30m. the action commenced, and at llh. 4:5m., being 
clo.se to the Portgalo Bocks, off Morlaix, and finding it to be 
tlie intention to run the Oanoimiere on shore, Captain Atclie- 
son (although the Scylla 'was going at the time eight knots) 
laid her along.side, and in about three minutes compelled the 
crew to surrender. Two men of the Scylla were killed, and 
Midshipman Thomas Liven and one man wounded. The 
Canonniere had her commander (Enseigne de vaisseau Schilds) 
and five men killed, and eleven wounded. One vessel of the 
convoy w-as captured, ljut the other four escaped by running 
on shore. 

A new enemy was now about to contest the dominion of 
the seas with England, The navy of the United States, 
though insignificant taken as a whole, was composed of large 
and heavy frigates. In the year 1794 the American govern- 
ment gave orders for buiiduig two 7 4-guii ships, of 1,620 
tons American measurement (equivalent to 1,750 tons 
English) ; and also for one 44-gun fxigate. The timbers were 
prepared and set up, but a more ainicable footing having 
been established in reference to England, they remained on 
the .stocks unproceeded with. Subsequently, it was deter- 
mined to finish the two former as frigates; and this was 
effected by contracting them a little in the beam, which 
i*educed their tonnage to about 1,530 totis English measure^ 
merit. The first was launched in 1798, and named the 
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United States, and second in the sarne year, and named 
the Oonstitntion, They were descrihed as 44-gun fngates, 
and for many years their real force remained a mystery. 
The ship intended for a 44-gun frigate, although built 
exactly upon the original plan, was then nominally reduced 
to a 36-gim frigate. In 1798, two more 44-gun frigates 
were built, and named the President and Philadelphia, but 
the latter was destr’oyed by fire. If we consider ” says 
James, “ that it is only to add about four feet to the extreme 
breadth the President to make her a larger ship than the 
generality of British seventy-fours, and that her yards are as 
square, and her masts as stout as theirs, some idea may be 
formed of the size and formidable appearance of the Ameri- 
can 44-gun frigate. Having had ocular proof of the nmmier 
in wldch the President wnts fitted, we Kshall take her for our 
guide. This beautiful ship had fifteen ports and a bridle of a 
side on the main deck, eight of a side on the qiiarteir-deck, 
and four of a side on the forecastle, without reckoning the 
chase-ports on the forecastle. This gave the ship fifty-four 
poiiis for broadside guns ; but she had the means of mount- 
ing sixty-two broadside guns. For instance, instead of her 
gangv/ay being of the usual width of four or five feet, it w'as 
ten feet. This deviation fi'om the common plan w^as to 
allow room for the carriage and slide of a 42“})ounder car- 
ronade ; and a novel and ingenious method was ado^itod to 
obviate tlie necessity of uniting the r[uarter-deck and fore- 
castle bulwarks, and consequently of destroying tliat single- 
decked appearance which, for the purjiose of deception, it 
was necessary to maintain. Between the quarter-deck and 
forecastle bulwarks, was the s.ai:oe o|)en or until nbfjred space 
(known as the waist-hammock netting) as in any other 
frigate, but the stancliioms for supporting the hammock- 
cloths were of extraordinary stoutness, and so arranged 
along th^ gangway as to form ports for four guns, whicli 
could be as efiectively mounted as any in the ship.” ^ 

It does not, however, appear that gangway-guns were 
mounted, but two other carronades wu^re placed in the enter- 
ing port on the quarter-deck, and thus the American 44-gun 
frigate actually mounted fifty-six guns. On the main deck 

* Naval Hrtory of Great Britain, vol. vi, p. 6. 
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thirty long 24-poundei‘S (varying as follows: President, 
eight feet and a half in length, and weighing 4 8| cwt. ; 
in the ITnited States, nine feet and a halfV and in weight 
50 cwt. ; and Constitution, ten feet, and weighing 54 ewt.), 
and Oil the quarter-deck and forecastle 24*'caiTonades, 
42-poimders, and two long IS-pounders. Total : fifty-six 
guns. The crew embarked numbered 475, of which the fol- 
lowing is "the analysis : “ Officers and petty officers, eighty ; 
able seamen, 180 ; ordinary, 145 ; marines, sixty-five ; boys, 
five.” The distinction between the ordinary and ^ble sea- 
man was merely nominal, and all were men carefully se- 
lected. In tact, the American 44-gun frigates were ■ ' line-of- 
battle ships in disguise.” 

On* the 10th of May, while tlie 2()-gun corvette Little 
Belt, Commander Arthur B. Bingham, was off Sandy Hook, 
steering to the southward, she was discovered by tlie United 
States 44-gun frigate President, Captain Charles Ludlow, 
liearirig the broad pendant of Commodore John Bogers. At 
111. 30m. P.M., the two ships being ten miles distant from 
each othci*, the President showed her colours, and the Little 
Belt, having done the sjime, supposing the stranger to be 
Biitish, made her number and demanded the stranger’s ; but 
as this could not be complied with, Captain Bingham, con- 
jectiiii ng the nation of the frigate, resumed his course round 
Cape Hatteras, followed by the American. At Gh. 30m. P.M., 
Captain Bingham wishing before dark to remove all doubts 
that the stranger w'as a frieiKl, hove to with guns double- 
shotted, and hoisted British colours. To prevent the Presi- 
dent from taking a raking pp^sition, which her coui*se seemed 
to indicate an intention of doing, the Little Belt wore three 
times, and at Sh. p.m. was on the starboard tack, and about 
90 yards from the Presi<ient. Captain Bingham then hailed 
the stranger, but received no answer ; and as the President 
was still adviuicing, the Little Belt wore a fourth time, and 
came to on the larboard tack. 

The President then shortened sail and hove to on the 
same tack, about eighty yards on the weatheu’-beam of the 
corvette, and Captain Bingham again hailedj and asked, 
What ship is that V The hail was repeated^ or rather 
re-echoed from the American fiigate, as was also the ques- 
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tion, “ Wkat ship is that ?” At this instant a giin was fired 
from each ship, but wh6ther by accident or design, or irom 
which ship first, remains, and will probably contmue to be 
involved in doubt. Without further parley a cannonading 
then took place, which lasted about half an hour, when the 
Little Belt, from the loss of after-sail, fell off so that none of 
her guns would bear, and ceased firing. The President also 
ceased firing, when Commodore Rogers again hailed the 
British vessel, und was told, what he already was perfectly 
aware of, that her opponent was a Biitish ship ; but in. reply 
to the question, Have you struck Captain Bingham 
answered in the negative. 

The Little Belt had all her masts badly wounded, and her 
rigging and sail.s cut to pieces. Out of a crew of 121 men 
and boys, Sanmel Woodward, raidshipraaii, and ten men were 
killed ; and acting Master James MacQueen and ten men 
severely, and her boatswain, James Franklin, and W. B, 
Hqtchings, midshipman, and eight men and boys slightly 
wounded. Total : eleven killed and twenty-one wounded. 
The President, whose thick sides must have been impervious 
to the Little Belt’s shot, had only one boy wounded. 

At daylight the next morning, the President bore up to 
speak the Little Belt, and at Sh. a.m. Coinmodoro .Rogor.s 
sent a boat alongside with a lieutenant to express his regret 
at “ the unfbi’tiinate afiair,” as it was designated, and ofiered 
any a,s.sistance in his power, which was of course declined. 
The President then made sail to the *we.stwaj*d, and the 
Little Belt jjroceeded to Halifax, whicli she romohed on the 
28th. Having fully described the force of the Ih'esident., it 
remains only to state that the Little Belt’s armament con- 
sisted of only eighteen carronades, 32-pounders, *and two long 
(>qx)unders. 

On the 23rd of May, the 3 2-giui frigate Sir Francis 
Drake, Captain George Harri.s, when lying about 13 miles 
to the noHh-east of Rembang, island of Java, discovered a 
flotilla of fourteen Dutch gim-veaseis, which were so cJosely 
pursued, that at 7 h. a.m. five were compelled to anchor 
under the- guns of the frigate. The others furlcxl sails, and 
pulled to windward to gain the shore, but were pursued by 
the ship’s boats under tbe orders, of Lieutenant James 
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BratUey ; and aithongli the boarders wre exposed to the to 
of grape from seveM pieces of ordnance, the remaining nine 
vessels were captui’ed without the loss of a man. 

On the 26 th of May, the boats of the 16«gun brig Sabine, 
Oommander George Price, were detached under the orders 
of Lieutenant WilUam bJsherwood, to attempt the capture 
of five French privateers at anclior under the Fort of Sabiona, 
near Cadiz. Lieutenant IJsherwood was assisted by Lieu- 
tenant Patrick Finucane, and the master, Thomas Settle ; 
together with some midshipmen not named. The privateers 
were small fast-sailing vessels, each moimting two 4-pounders, 
and having a crew of twenty-five men. Although the pri- 
vateers were moored under a battery, the attack was so ably 
planned, and gallantly executed, that each boat captured one 
of the number without loss. Two of the vessels, however, 
w^ere secured by a hawser fast to the hvwer gudgeon on the 
stem-post, by which they wei*e hauled on shore, and one 
marine was wounded in repelling an attack of the French 
soldiei’s. The other three piivateers wei'e brought ofli*. 

On the 26th of May, at daylight, the 18-guii brig 
Alacrity, Commander Nisbct Palmer, cmising off Cape St. 
Andrea, in the island of Elba, with the wind moderate from 
the eastward, observed, about six miles to the westward, the 
French 20-g\m brig Abeillo, acting Lieutenant De Makau, 
of which she proceeded in cluise. The Abeille immedij^tely 
liove to, hoisted lier colours, and fired a gun in tokeh of 
defiance, and, as the Alacrity approached her, fired two 
raking broadsides. The French brig then filled and tacked, 
and, having gained the weather-gage, fired a broadside at 
her opponent as she passed on the opposite tack ; then 
bearing up, «be ran under the stem of the Alacrity, raked 
her, and hauled up on the same tack (the larboard) as the 
iUacrity, and engaged her to leeward. Thb Abeille being 
exceedingly w^ell handled, managed to keep rather on the 
(juarter of the Alacrity, by which means the latter* made a 
very poor return to the smart and vigorous firing of her 
enemy. The damaged state of the Alacrity’s sails having 
caused her to drop astern, the Abeille took a position bn her 
starboard bow. The Alacrity then endeavoured to pass 
under the stern of the French brig, but this the latter 
avoided by bearing up. The two br^s being then before 
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the mn4 ooBtimied engagiiig until tho Alacrity, being 
nearly defenceless, and all her ofiicers, except the boatswain, 
either killed, wounded^ or driven from the deck, hauled 
down her colours. This was about three-quait'ers of an hour 
from the commencement of the action. The second lieu- 
tenant of the Alacrity and thirteen seamen being absent in 
a prize, her crew consisted of not more than 100 men and 
boys, of whom the first lieutenant, Thomas G, Rees, and 
four seannm were killed ; and her captain (slightly), David 

Laing, master’s mate, — Wairen, midshipman (mortally), 

William Turner, surgeon, James Flaxman, boatswain (se- 
verely), and eight men wounded. The Abeille, out of a crow 
of iM) men and boys, had seven men killed and twelve 
wounded. Captain Palmer, although slightly wouncled only 
between the thumb and forefinger, died about a month after- 
wards of lock-jaw. A court-martial siit on board the Gla- 
diator, at Portsmouth, on the 30th of May, 1814, for the 
trial of the surviving officers and crew, when the court 
acquitted them of all blame, and attributed the brig’s capture 
to the early loss of the officers, an<l to the captain’s not 
returning to the deck after his wound w'as dressed by the 
surgeon. The court eulogized the conduct of James Flax- 
man, the boatswain, whicli indeed formed a noble contnist to 
the dastai'cUy behaviour of more than one of the Alacrity s 
offiq^rs. 

On the 2Gth of May, in the morning. Commander John 
Toup Nicolas, in tho 18-gun brig Pilot, observing four 
settees on the beach almost immediately under the town of 
Strongoli, near the entrance of the Gulf of Taranto, des|;>atched 
her boats under the orders of Lieutenants Alexander Camp- 
bell and Francis C. Annesley, the master, Roger Langland, 
Master’s Mate Ilemy P. Simpson, Midshipman John Barnes, 
and — — ^ Scotten, the carpenter, to emleavour to bring 
them off. The Pilot at the same time anchored as near to 
the shore as the shoal water would permit. In spite of the 
opposition offered by a large body of mounted genda/irnes, 
foot soldiei's, and militia, the party effected a landing, and, 
after dislodging the enemy from an advantageous position, 
three of the vessels were brought ofi^ and the fourth de- 
stroyed. This service was performed without tho loss of a 
man. and with only one wounded. 
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On tlie 27th of June, wliilo the 16-gim brig Gnadaloupe, 
Gommander Joseph S. Tetley, was cruising off Cape Creus, 
on the north coast of Spain, two strange sail were observed 
to leeward, w^hich proved to be the French 18-*gun brig 
Tactique and 8-giin xebeck Ou^pe. Captain Tetley, 
determined on engaging, continued to bear down on the 
enemy, which, under French colours, awaited the (Jnada- 
loupe's approach. At a little before Ih. p.m., the starboai'd 
broadside of the Tactique w^as fired at the Guadaloxipe, but 
the lattcj* continuing to stand on, passed under the stem of 
the French brig, and raked her with considerable effect, after 
wliich she stationed herself on the Tactiqtie’s lee-b<mm, and 
a smart action ensued, in which the xebcck joined. At 
Ih. 30m, the crew of tlie Tactique attempted to board, but 
they were repulsed with gi*eat slaughter. The action con- 
tinued until 2h. lorn., when the Tactique bore tip lor the 
batteries of St. Andi’e, whither the Gu%)e had preceded her. 
The Guadaloupe, in her gallant encounter, suffered much in 
sails and rigging ; but had only one man killed, and the first 
lieutenant and nine men severely, and several slightly 
wounded. It was sul>se(piently ascertained that the loss of 
the Tacticjue amounted to eleven killed, and sixteen mor- 
tally, and thirty-two dangerously and slightly wounded. 

On the 4th of July, at daylight, the boats of the XJnit^, 
Captain Edwin 11, Cliamberlayne, cruising on tlio I-j^ian 
coast, were sent iiway to cut out an armed brig at anchor ofi 
Fort Hercule. The officers employed on this service wwe. 
Lieutenant Joseph W. Crabb, Ijieuteriaiit of marines George 
Victor, and M/icliael Dwyer, Henry Collins, and Duncan 
Hutchinson, master’s mates. On tlie approach of the boats, 
the brig, whicli was the St. Francois-de- Paulo, mounting 
eight guns, and protected by a battery of two S-poutiders 
on the beach, opened* fire on the boats. The light winds 
preventing tlie ship from approaching to co-optnute, Lieute- 
nant John MTlougal ^vas sent with the launch to support 
the other boats ; but before bis* arrival, the brig was oap- 
tured, and out of range of the fire from the ^battery. 

At Oil. A. M. the l:^-gan brig Cephaius, Commander A ugustn s 
W. J. Clifford, ha.ving joined company, both stood along the 
coast in seareli of an enemy. At 3h. p.m. several veasels were 
seen near Civita Vecchia, upon which >Coniinander Gli fiord. 
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whose acquaintaiic® with the coast was good, offered to lead 
into the anchorage, and take charge of the boats, should 
Captain Chaniberlayne require their services. Tlie Cephaius 
accordingly stood in, and anchored under a batter^’' of four 
8'pounders, where she was soon joined by the Uni t6. The 
French were driven from their giuis by the united fire of the 
British ships, alter which the boats brought away three mer~ 
chant vessels, in the face of a smart lire of musketry from 
the shore. The master of the Ce]«halus, Isaac 8iinon, wsiti 
the only person wounded. 

On the of July, the 32~gun frigate Thames, Captaiii 
Charles Kapiei', Joined the Cephaius off Porto del Infresclri, 
into which the latter liad on the day previously driven a 
French convoy of tw^enty-six sail. Followed by tlie Thames, 
the Cephaius entered the harbour, and both shi])s opened fire 
on eleven French giin-hojits and a felucca, mounting between 
them six long 18-pounders, two carronades, and three brass 
and two ii'on C-poundcrs, and manned witli 280 men. The 
enemy’s fire was soon silenced, and while tlie boats tindei* 
Commander Cliiibrd took possession of the vessels, the ma- 
rines, cornrrianded by lieutenant David M‘Adam, landed, 
and stormed a marteilo-tower, making an officer and eighty 
men prisoners. This service occupied in its execution about 
two hours, and was attended with no otlier casualty than 
Hood Douglas, boatswain, and three men of the Cephaius, 
woutided. Tlie Thames and Cephaius, -with all tlie prizes 
in company, and thb-ty large spars intended for the shijis of 
war building at Naples, then got underway, and proceeded 
to sea. 

On the 27th of July, the boats of tlie Active, Cajitain 
James A. Goi’don, at anchor off tlie town of li-agosniza, in 
the Adriatic, were despatched, under lieutenants William 
Wilmot Henderson, George Haye, and Bd>ei*t Gibson, lieu- 
tenant of marines John Mears, and MastePs mates and Mid- 
shipmen Charles Friend, Heniy Law, Redmond Moriarty, 
Norwich Duff, William Simpkins, Joseph Cammilleri, Na- 
thaniel Barwell, Charkis Bentham, George Moore, William 
Woods, and William T. Robinson, to atta,ck a convoy of 
twenty-eight vessels, laden with grain for the garrifson of 
Ragusa. The entrance to the creek in which the vessels had 
taken shelter being very narrow, and commanded by three 
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gun -boats, Lieutenants Henderson, Hay e, and Mears, and 
Mr. Friend, witli tlie small--iu*m men and inanues, landed on 
tile light bank, to take possession of a hill, leaving Lieute- 
nant Gibson to attack the gun-boats, as soon as the precon 
certed signal announced that the shore party had reached 
the desired point. Lieutenant Henderson and his party 
gained the hill, and after making the signal, repaired to ren- 
der assistance, if necessaxy, to Lieutenant Gibson ; but the 
attack of that officer on the gun-boats had been so vigorous, 
that their crews jumped overboard, and escaped to the shore. 
The guns, of these vessels were then turned upon the enemy, 
and the whole convoy was captured without the loss of a 
man to the British, and with only four wounded in the boats. 
Ten of the vessels were set on lire, mid the remainder, witli 
the giin-boa-ts, brought off. 

On the 25th of July, Lieutenant Edmund Lyons, in com- 
mand of the launch and cutter of tlio 74-gun slap Minden, 
having been ordered to land some Dutch prisoners at Batavia, 
conceived the bold design of gaining pos^msion of a strong 
fort at the north-east extremity of Java, An attack had been 
meditated with the boats of the squadixin cruising offi Batavia, 
which had been laid aside in consequence of the great strengtli 
of its“ garrison, but Lieutenant Lyons, with two boats and 
thirty-live officers and men, voluntarily undertook a service 
for which 450 men had been deemed insufficient. This offi- 
cer, however, was one of those who accompanied Captain Cole 
in hiKS assault of Fort Belgica,^ and it was not a trifle which 
would deter him from putting such a design in execution. 

On the 27th of July tlie prisoners were landed ; and on 
the 29th, Lieutenant Lyons, having reconnoitred the fort, 
took shelter under a point of land until night should conceal 
his advance. At a little past midnigM, just as the moon was 
sinking below the horizon, the boats quitted their hiding- 
place and pulled for the battery, which mounted fifty-four 
pieces of heavy ordnance, and was garrisoned with 180 
soldiers. Tlie hopes entertained of taking the enemy by 
surprise were quickly dissipated by the sentinels on the walls, 
who, percemng the approach of the two boats, fired their 
muskets to alai'm the garxison ; but undaunted by this, 


* Sec page 326, 
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Lieutenant Lyons ran the boats aground, notwithstanding 
the heavy siui* close under the enabrasures of the lower ti€u 
of guns. In a few minutes the little band iV)und thcjmselves 
in possession of the lower battei'y, three of its defenders 
having been killed in the act of putting matches to their 
guns. Lieutenant Lyons then formed his men, and, leading 
them on, canied the upper battery ; hut, on reaching the 
hill, found the Dutch troops drawn up to opj>ose them. The 
British sailors, after firing a volley, rushed on to the chai*ge, 
Lieutenant Lyons calling out that he had 400 meii^ and 
would give no quarter ; upon which the Dutch fled, panic- 
stricken, through the postern gateway in the rear of the foit. 
At 111. A.M. a fii’e was opened on tlie fort, from a small bat- 
tery in the rear, and from two gun-boats, wliicli was returned 
by a few men, while the others were employed in spiking 
and destroying the remaining guns. 

An attack was then made by a battalion of Dutch troops, 
which were permitted to approach unmolested until tliej^ had 
reached the gate of the fort, wlien two 24-pou:nders, loaded 
with grape and inusket-balLs, fired by Lieutenant Lyons and 
Mr.T. Langton, committed such havoc, that the enemy fled in 
great disorder. Taking advantage of this favourable moment, 
Lieutenant Lyons withdrew bis party, cairying with liim tire 
Dutch colours ; and as the barge was bilged, the whole em- 
barked in the cutter, and returned to them ship, witliout the 
loss of a man, and with only one inidshij)inan, Thomas Lang- 
ton, and three seamen slightly wounded. Another midship- 
man, Charle.s H. Franks, then only fifteen years of age, dis- 
tinguished himself greatly on this occasion, and, in the face 
of a heavy fire, hoisted a British ensign on the flagstalf of 
Fort Mamick, which was left flying when the daring party 
left. Lieutenant Lyons, having undertaken this service 
wholly upon his own responsibility, lost for a time the 
reward of his temerity, but liis gallantry was nevertheless 
properly appreciated on the arrival of Bear-Admiral the 
Hon. Bobert Stopford at Java.^ 

The island of Java and its dependencies capitulated on tlur 
18th of September, after a series of gallant exploits and 

^ The uavftl mcidal has been awarded to Hear- Admiral Sir Edmund 
Lyons, Bart. who thus distinguished himself as a lieutenant, and 

to the survivors of his daring band. 

2 B 2 
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numerous skirmish.es, iu which the seamen and marines bore 
an ample share. The fleet employed under Rear-Admiral 
Stopford consisted of the following — 


Guns. Ships. 

I Scipioti 

Illustrious 

LMinden 

64 'Xiion 

44 Akbar 

Nisus 

Pr^sidente 

Hussar 

Phaoton 

Leda 

Caroline 

rigatcs - Modeste ....... 

Phoebe 

Bucephalus 

Doris 

Cornelia 

Psychd 

Sir Francis Drake 

' Procria 

Barracouta 

Hesper 

Sloops \ Harpy 

Hecate 

Dasiier 

,,Samarang 


Rear-Ad. Hon, Robert Stopford (red) 
Captain James Johnson 
I Commodore Wm. Bobt. Broughton 
i Captain Robert W. G. Festing 
,, Edw. Wrflis Hoare 

,, Henry Heathcote 

,, Heniy Drury (act.) 

,, Philip Beaver 

,, Samuel Warren 

,, James C. Crawford 

,, Fleetwood B. R. Pellew 

„ George Sayer 

,, Christopher Cole 

f, Hon. George Elliot 

„ J ames H illyar 

,, Charles Policy 

„ Wm. J ones Lye 

„ Henry Folkes Edgell 

„ John .Edgecumbe 

„ Geoi’ge llaiTis 

Commander Robt. Maunsell 


Win. Fitz will lam O wen 
Barrington Reynolds 
Henderson Bain 
Henry John Peachey 
Benedictus M. Kelly 
Joseph Drury 


together with eight cruisers of the Honourable East-India 
Comj^aiiy’s service, and transports, in all nearly 100 sail. 
The troops were 8,000 strong, under the command of Major- 
Genei^al Wetheral and Colonel Robert R. Gillespie. The 
loss sustained by the navy was as follows eleven seamen 
and tour marines killed, and Captain Edward Stopford (right 
arm shot ofl’), Lieutenant Francis Noble, Lieutenants of 
marines Henry Elliot and John S. Haswell, John H. Worthy 
and Robert G. Dunlop, master’s mates, twenty-nine seamen, 
and twenty marines woxinded, and three seamen missing ; and 
the loss sustained by the aimy amounted to 141 Idlled, 733 
wounded, ^ and thirteen missing ; making a total loss of 156 
killed, 788 wounded, and sixteen xnissing. The naval medal 
has been granted to all present during the operations. 
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Tke following gallant affair took place during the operations 
antecedent to the hnal subjugation of Java. The Sir Francis 
Drake, Captain George Harris, having been despfcitohed witn 
the Phaeton, Captain Peilew, and Dasher, Commander 
Kelly, to mtercej)t two French frigates, known to be in the 
neighbourhood, w’-ore, on the 29th of August, lying at anchor 
off Maduni, of which island Captain Harris determined to 
attempt the capture. Commander K(3lly, in the Dasher, 
accordingly proceeded to seek an anchorage as near as 
possible io the town of ^avnanap, the capital of the island, 
.•-ijeompanied by the l)oats of tlie Sir Francis Di'ake and 
Phaeton, \inder the command of the respective captains. On 
the 30th, at daylight, the expedition entered the cliannel 
between the east end of Madura and Pulo ’I Lan jong, and at a 
little y)ast midnight landed unobserved, about three miles 
from the fort. At Ih, 30m. a.m. on the 31st, the J»arty, 
consisting of about L50 men, reached the fort before being 
perceived, of which, after a warm but ineffectual resistance, 
they iKHifime masters, although it was gariisoned with between 
300 and 400 Madura pikemon, and mounted sixteen guns. 
Daylight maxle visible French colours hoisted at tJie east end 
of the towm, and also the nati ves a.ssembling in gi*eat numbers ; 
upon wliich Captain Hanis ordered Captain I’ellcw, with 
1 00 .small-arm men ami one l)rass field-piece, landed from the 
ship, to proceed with a flag of truce and a message to the 
govei’iior, calling u])Oii him to surrender the island, and pro- 
mising that private property should be respected. The 
message was conveyed to the govemor by John William 
Oldniixon, midsliipman, who received for answer, that unless 
the British evacuated the fort within ten minutes, ami 
quitted the island, the whole should be put to the sword. ^ 
This announcement proceeding from a person at the head of 
about 2,000 armed men, drawn up in an advantageous 
])osition, and protected by four lield- pieces, was not to be 
disregarded; but it had not the desired effect. Captain 
Harris determined to make the attack, and having ordered 
'^,'aptaiii Peilew to advance, he, with seventy small- arm and 
twenty pike men, leaving a reserve of forty or fifty men in 
\he fort, sailed out, and dashed on at the left wing ot thi» 

* A, very animated account of the proceedings of this gallant pan v 
irill be found in the United Service Journal for April, IvS^tO. 
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enemy. The move was attended with complete success, for in 
a short time the Dutch governor (whose acknowledged force 
was 300 muskets, sixty artillerymen, and near 2,000 pike- 
men, each armed with a long pike, a pistol, and a creese) was 
observed to break his line, and draw olT two helci-pieces, in 
order to oppose the advance of C^ltain Harris s division. 
Both British columns at about the same time fired a volley, 
and for five 'minutes a shai*p firing was kept up ; but as the 
British continued to advance undauntedly, the Dutch gave 
way, and an animated charge routed them, and left the 
Britisli in j)Os.session of the colours and guns. The governor 
and several other Dutcli inhabitants were also secured ; but 
Captain Harris accepted a flag of truce from the Bajah of 
Samanap, and gave up liis jnisoners, on the condition that 
none of the people of the district sliobld again take arms 
agai«Lst the British. This success was followed by the 
subversion of French authority in Madura and the adjacent 
islands. . 

The loss in effecting this service amounted to three men 
killed and twenty-eight wounded. Amongst the latter was 
Lieutenant of marines George Roach, who was twice speared 
while gallantly endeavouring to wi'est the colours from a 
French officer. He further distinguished himself while 
Captain Harris was negotiating with the rajah, by destroying, 
at the head of the marines, a fort mounting twelve guns, 
situated at the mouth of the river leading, it was supposed, 
to the town of Samanap. The loss sustained by the enemy 
could not be correcfly ascertained, but included the piincipal 
officer of the native troops and his two sons, a tolerable 
proof that the victory was not achieved over unresisting 
men. 

On tlie 1st of August, as a scpiadron, consisting of the 
32-gun frigate Quebec, Captain Charles Sibfchorpe Hawtayne, 
16-gan brig Raven, Commander George G. Lennook, gun- 
brigs Exertion and Redbreast, Lieutenants James Murray 
and Sir George M. Keith, baronet, and hired armed cutters 
Aleii; and Princess Augusta, wei*e cruising off Texel, infor- 
mation of some Danish gun-brigs was received, which 
induced Captain Hawtayne to desjmtch ten boats from the 
squadron, mider the command of Lieutenant Samuel Blyth, 
oontabiing 117 seamen and marines, to cut them out. la 
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tlie boats were the following officers : — Lieutenants Samuel 
Ely th, J oiin O’N eale, Samuel Slout, Charles W olrige, and 
Thomas Hare (sub-lieutenant) j Master George Downey ; 
Lieutenant of marines Humphrey Moore ; Master’s mates 
Eobert ( 'ook and John McDonald ; Kichard Millqt, midsbij)- 
man, John Muggridge, pilot, and Stephen Pickett, carpenter. 
On the 2nd the boats entered the river Jahde, and the same 
afternoon came in sight of the gun-brigs, four in number, lying 
at anchor within the island of Nordeney, armed with one 
long 12, and two long G or 8-pounders each, and manned with 
a crew of twenty-five men. The boats were received with a 
severe fire of grape and canister ; but Lieutenant Blytli, in 
the Quebec’s barge, pulling rapidly towards the first, was in 
a short time upon her deck, killing one man and wounding 
two others in the struggle. Mi'. Muggridgc, who was in the 
same boat, was opposed by two soldiers, one of whom he shot 
dead, but the seconc^ wounded him in the throat with a 
bayonet, and liis life was only preserved by liis falling ovei’- 
board. Ho was picked up by the next boat. Lieutenant 
Blyth having gained possession of the first gun -brig, and 
otiier boats arriving to his assistance, he turned her guns 
upon the three remaining vessels, which he was enabled to 
do with comparative impunity. Unfortunately, however, 
the ammunition, which was on the deck, accidentally took fire, 
and killed or wounded nineteen persons, including Lieutenant 
Blytli, who was blown overboard. This officer had ])reviously 
been wounded in the shoulder. Tlie action, notwithstanding 
this accident, was proceeded with, and in ton minutes all 
three vessels were taken possession tlioy liaving had two 
men killed and ten wounded. \ 

111 addition to the loss by the explosion, the British had 
two men killed' and nine wounded, including lieutenants 
Blytli and Slout, and Muggridge and Millet. Lieutenant 
Slout died of his wounds a few days afterwards. Of those 
wffio suffered by the exj)losion, three died tlie next day, and 
several were very badly scorched, including Lieutenant 
Moore, of the marines. The prizes were all carried off, and 
Lieutenant Blyth received his dearly-bought promotion to a 
commander’s rank on the 6th. of Septemboi*. This is a naval 
medal boat action. 

On the Ifith of August, at 2h. p.k., the IG-gun brig Iluw^k, 
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Commander Henry BourcMer, when about six leagues to the 
eastward of St. MarcouiO^ came in sight a convoy steering 
for Barfteur. These vessels were protected by three gun- 
brigs and two large luggers, which vessels hauled out from 
the convoy to attack the Hawk. A.t 5h; 30in. p m, the action 
<ionnnenced, within pistol-shot, between the Hawk and her 
live enemies, and was maintained with gitjat spirit for some 
time ; but eyentually two of the brigs, the’ two luggers, and 
hfr(ien sail of the convoy were driven on shore. Ha\ing pur- 
sued them closely, the Hawk, in the act of wearing, also 
took the ground ; but after an hour’s exertion in lightening 
her, daring which time her crew w^cre exposed to a lire of 
artillery and niuskcitry from the shore, she was got afloat, 
and ancliored to repfiir her daynages. Commander Bourchier 
at night des[uitched tlie boats, commanded by Lieutenant 
David Price, assisted lyythe master, John Binitli, and gunner, 
Tliomas Wheeler, to endeavour to briyg out or destroy the 
vesstds, which service was accomplislied in a highly creditable 
miiniier. The brig Heron, jiierccd for sixteen giuis, but 
mounting only ten, together Avitii three large transports, 
iadeii with ship-timber, was l)rought out. The Hawk’s loss 
amounted to om? seaman killed and four wounded. Com- 
mander Bourchier was promoted on ilie 22nd, and the naval 
iiifMlai has Ijcen granfrul to the surviving particij)ators. 

On the 24th of August, as tlie frigates Diana and Semira- 
mis, Ca|)tains William Perris and Charles Bichardson, were 
standing in toAvards the Gordouan lightdiouse, five sail Avore 
descried at tlie mouth of the Gironde, Avliicli consisted of four 
nierchant vessels uiKhn* convoy of tlio (late Jhitish) gun-brig 
Teazel*, Lieutenant J. A. Pa}>ineau. Ca.|.»tmn Perris, awaiu 
of the imja'acticability of a.n open attack, liad recourse to 
stratagem, and accordingly stood in for the river under 
French colours (the Diana, with a commodore’s pendant fly- 
ing), and made the signal for a pilot. The cMiinmauder of the 
Teazer, deceived as to the character of the two ships, at 
4 h. 30m. P.M. hoisted her colours and fired a gun to leeward, 
as a signal for a friend, which was promptly repeated by the 
frigates. The battc^ry on Pointe de la Ooiibiu, at 6h. P.M,, 
tired a few shot a.t the frigates, but Lieutenant Papineau, as 
the Teazer ran under the battery, hailed and told the com- 
ma ndaiit that the frigates wore the Pallas and Elbe, from 
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Eoclifort, wlieh the battery ceased firing. At Gh. 30m. a 
pilot-bciat eamo alongside the Diana, and the crew being 
handed np, the boat was veered astern as usual. At 7h. the 
Irigates anchored off Pointe de Grave, between the Cordouan 
and Boyan, under the batteries of which latter point and of 
V^erdon lay the Teazer, in company with the 16-gun brig 
Pluviev, commanded by the captain at the port, M. A. 
Duhoiirg, 

As soon as the night clo.sed in, Captain Ferris despatched 
the boats of the two frigates, commanded by Lieutenants 
Francis Sparrow (Diana) and Thomas Gardiner (Bemirarnis), 
having with them Lieutenjint George B. Koper and Williani 
Holmes, master s mate, of the Diana, and Lieutenants Percy 
Grace and RobeH Nicholson, and Tiinotlvy Ilenou, master’s 
mate, of the Semiramis, to cut out the merchant vessels wliicli 
had proceeded about four mdes up the nvcr. The tide, how- 
ever, delayed the execution of the service, and at daylight on 
tlie 23th the ])oats had not retur ne<l. Captain Ferris now 
determined to attack the two brigs, which remained below, 
wdth tlie frigates, and, accordingly, at Gli. a.m. both ships 
weighed and steered for Verdon Boad. As a proof of the 
strength of the deception practised, Captain Dubourg went 
alongside the Diana in Ids boat, and did not discover bis mis- 
take until having ascended to the quarter-deck. Wliile the 
Semiramis stood towards the Pluvier, the Diana laid the 
Teazer on board, the frigates s lowcn* yords carrying away the 
brig’s topgallant-masts. Lieutenant Bol>ert T*ar.soii.s and 
Lieu tenant of marines Lewis P. Madden, Mark 1*. Noble, 
boatswain, and about thh*ty seameii and marines, thcii 
jumped on boaiYl, and, without the loss or injury of a man 
on either side, gained entire possession of tlie Irrig. Tlie 
Pluvier, observing the fate of tlie ’reazer, cut her cables iind 
made sail lor the beacli, where she grounded near to the bat- 
tery of Boyan. The Bemiramis, having approjiched as near 
as the depth of water would permit, anchored with a spring 
on her cable ; and the boats, having in the meanwhile re- 
turned from capturing the convoy, Lieutenant GaixUner 
boarded ’and carried the Pluvier, in doing wliich hiiaself and 
two seamen were wounded. The prize being hard and fast 
aground, ai\d the ebb-tide making, Captain Ptichardson took 
out tlie crew and set the biig on hre. The Semiramis then 
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joined tlie Diana, and that ship as well as flie Teazer and 
captured vessels were soon out of reach of the batteries. At 
Ih. 3Gn). F.M. the Pluvier blew up, thereby putting the finish 
to a very gallant and well-executed service. 

On the 2ncl of September, being off the coast of Norway, 
the 10-gun brig Chanticleer and gun-brig Manly, Comman- 
der Ilichard Spear and Lieutenant Richard W. Siininonds, 
were attacked, and the latter, after an obstinate defence, iii 
which she had one man killed and three wounded, captured 
^ by the Danish 18~gan brigs Loland, Alsen, and Sampsoe. 
Lieutenant Sirninonds, being subsequently tried for the loss 
of the brig, was honourably acquitted, and complinieiited by 
the president on his behaviour. 

On the 3rd of September a very creditable action was 
fought ofi* Boulogne by the 10-gun brigs Rinaldo and Red- 
pole, Commanders James Anderson and Colin Macdonald, 
■with four 12- gun prames, four gun-brigs, and seven lugger- 
rigged gun-boats. After engaging them for some time, the 
latter regained their anchorage in Boulogne Bay. 

On the 7th of September, the 2S-gUTi frigate Barbadoes, 
Captain Edwaid Rusliwortli, and 16-gun brig Goshawk, 
Commander James Lilburn, fell in witli seven French gun- 
brigs off the French coast, each mounting three long 
2 4-pound, ers and a mortar, and manned with seventy-five 
men. These w^ere attacked by the Britisli shi])s and chased 
into Calvados, and one of them driven on sliore. On the 
8th the 36-guri frigate Hotspur, Captain th(3 Honourable 
Josceline Percy, arrived off Calvados, and stood in to the 
attack of the brigs. At Gh. p.m., when within less than half 
gun-shot, the Hotspur grounded ; but by her fire sunk one 
gun-brig and drove two ashore. As the Hotspur, during 
tins time, was exposed to a heavy fire from the vessels, a 
battery, and some field-pieces, she sustained considerable 
damage in her hull, masts, and rigging, and a loss of William 
Smith and Alexander Hay, midshipmen, two seamen, and 
one boy killed ; and nineteen seamen and three marines 
wounded. 

On the 6tli of September, early in the rnornhig, the 18-gun 
brig Pilot, Commandeji* John Toup Nicolas, observed a ketcli 
secured to the walls of the fort of Castellan. The brig im- 
medmtely stood in and anchored dose to the town, and 
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having by her fire driven away the troops coUoctod on the 
beach, despatched the boats, under lieutenant Alexander 
Campbell, to bring oixt the vessel This officer gallantly 
landed under the castle walls, and, after some opposition, 
advanced to the town, and set the ketch on fire. The party 
returned -on boardriaden with coim and flax, not having met 
with any loss. 

On the 20th of September, at noon, while the SS-gun 
frigate Naiad, Captain Pbilij) Carteret, was lying at anchor 
in Boulogne Roads, Bonaparte was observed to embark in 
his barge, and proceed on board the centre prame of his in- 
vasion flotilla, and afterw^ards to visit other of the vessels on 
his return to the shore. At 1 h. p.m., the wind being from south- 
south-west, and a strong flood tide running, Rear-Admiral 
Baste, with seven praines, each mounting twelv^e guns, with 
a crew iminbering 120 men each, got underweigh, and steered 
for the Naiad, then bearing from them nearly north. At 
Ih. 40m, the leading jmxme exchanged broadsides with the 
frigate, which remained at anchor with springs on her cables ; 
after which they tacked and stood aNvay, followed by the 
other prames. j^bout 2h. ten brigs, each niounting four 
long 24-pounders, and a sloop, fitted as a bornb-vesse], joined 
the prames in cannonading the Naiad. At 3h. 30m., it 
being slack water, the Naiad weighed, and stood off on the 
larboard tack ; and at 4h. 15m. the flotilla ceased firing, 
and retired to the shelter of the batteries to the eastxvai'd of 
Boulogne. At 7h, 30m. the Naiad anchored in her forn)er 
position, without having sustained any loss. 

On the 21st, at 7h. a.m., when the weather-tide made, tlie 
flotilla, together with some one-gun luggers, got under-way 
and stood to the westwar<l on the larboard tack, in txvo 
Unes. The w-eathermost line consisted of tliree, and t])e lee 
line of four pKjpies, the brigs and small craft tiildng stations 
as most convenient. The British squadron now consisted of 
the Naiad, 1 0-gun brigs Rinaldo and Redpole, 18-gim brig 
Castilian, Commander David Braimer, and 8-gun cutter 
Viper, Lieutenant Edw^ard A. DArcey. The four last- 
named vessels at 7h. a.m. formed in line, and hove to with 
their colours hoisted, awaiting the approach of the enemy 
(the town of Boulogne bearing south-east by east, distant six 
miles), and at 8h. 30m, were joined by tlie Naiad, At 
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91i. 30m. the leading prame, beaiing the admiral’s flag, 
tacked in shore and fired her broadside, when the British 
squadron, hy signal from the Naiad, instantly bore tip 
together ill cliase. At lOh. 20m., the Naiad, having got 
within pistol-shot of the enemy, opened fire on both sides, 
while the Itinaldo and Eedpole engaged %he Tide- de-Lyon, 
the stormnost prame of the lee line. Finding it impossible, 
owing to the shoal water, to ovei^take the French admiral, 
the Naiad wore round and boarded and caiTied the Tille-de- 
Lyon, after a very gallant resistance, in which the French 
lost between thirty and forty in killed and w^ounded. While 
the Naia.d stood off shore with her piize in tow, the Rinaldo, 
He<^pole, and Castilian, drawing* less water, continued to 
I'ollow and engage the re^r of the flotilla. The two first 
brigs got alongside the stermnost prame, winch had been 
next to the Till e-de-Lyon, and obliged her to haul up for 
the weather line ; but being by this time in three fathoms 
water, and within reach of the battenes, the British brigs 
ceased firing and rejoined the Nahad. The Naiad sustained 
but little damage aloft, but had two seamen killed, and 
laeuteiiant of marines William Morgan, James Dover, mid- 
shipman, and twelve seamen w’^ounded. The Castilian had 
her first lieutenant, Charles Cobb, killed, and one seaman 
severely wounded, and the Bedpole her pilot w^ounded. 

On the 11 til of October, in the morning, the 38-gun 
frigate Ini})erieuse, Captain the Honourable Ilenry Duncan, 
being off Possitano, in the Gulf of Salerno, discovered three 
gun-boats nioored under a strong batteiy. At llh. A.M. 
the lmj>6rieuse aTicliored within range of grape, and in a few 
minutes sank one of the boats, and silenced tlie fire of the 
fort ; but the crews of the gun-boats having landed and 
taken shelter in the fort., Captain Duncan sent the boats, 
under the orders of Lieutenant Eaton T;rav§rs, with Lieu- 
tenant of marines I^hilip Pipon, to dislodge them. The 
boats were assailed by a heavy fire of musketxy from the 
battery; but only thirty men with fifty stand of arms 
remained in the fort when they enterod, the remainder 
having escaped. The guns were throwui over the cliff, the 
niaga/tiie destroyed, and the two gun-boats brought off 
One was killed and two wounded. 

Th :^ Tmperieuse (having been j<?med by the 3 2 -gun frigate 
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Thames, Captaia Charles Napier), being at anchor, on the 
19th, ofl* Palinuro, on the coast of Calabria, Captain Duncan 
sent the boats under Lieutenant Travers, which attacked 
and brought off* ten polacres, laden with oil, although the 
vessels were banked up with sand, and defended by a large 
body of Neapolitan troops. 

Captain Duncan having discovered ten large gun-boats 
in the harbour of Palinuro, together mth a number of mer- 
chant vessels, and not considering his force sufficient to 
attack them, despatched the Thames to Sicily for a rein- 
forcement. On the 1st of November, in. the evening, the 
Thames rejoined with. 250 men of the 62nd regiment, under 
Major Darby, and this detachment, together with the 
marines of both frigates, iijider Lieutenant Pipon, and a 
party of seamen under lieutenant Travers, the whole com- 
manded by Captain Napier, disembarked at the back of tlie 
hai’bour. The British then ascended the height.s, which 
they caiTied in gallant style, under a hea\y fii*e from the 
French, and who, in great force, in vain attempted, after 
dark, to recover their loss. On the 2nd, Captain Napier 
finding it to be impossible to dislodge tlie enemy from a 
strong tower which protected the gan-l)oats, was recalled, 
and returned on board, when both frigates ran close in sliore, 
siink two gun-boats, and captured the others. The two 
ships afterwaixls anchored close to the foit, which was soon 
silenced, and the garrison compelled to surrender. Lieute- 
nant Travers then marched in and took possession of the 
fort, the guns of which were thrown into the sea, and the 
walls and ramparts blown up. Six gun-boats, twenty-two 
felucctis, laden with oil, &c., and twenty large spars, were 
brought off. This was effected on the 3i‘d, until which time 
the British kept possession of the Inn'ghts. In performing 
this very dashing and important service, l/ieutenaut Kay,^ot 
the 62nd, and four men, were lolled, and Lieutenant Pi]>on 
and ten men wounded. 

On the loth of November, tlie IG-gun brig Skylark, 
Commander James Boxer, and 12-gun brig Locust, Lieu- 
tenant John Gedge, pursued twelve French gun-vessels, one 
of which was driven on shore near Calais, and a second, of 
four 24-pounders and sixty men, captured. Tlie action took 
place under the enemy’s batteries. The promotion of Lieu- 
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tenant Gedge, for tlie above action, entitled the stirvivors to 
the naval medal. 

At daylight on the 22nd of Novemlber, as the BS^gim 
frigates Volontaire and Perlen, Captains the Honourable 
George G. Waldegi’ave and Joseph S. Tetley (acting), were 
lying to at the distance of two leagues trom Cape Bicie, 
three French line-of-battle ships and two frigates made their 
appearance in the north-west. At 9h, a. M. the Perlen 
exchanged several shot with a French frigate on her lee 
quarter, and, from her peculiar construction, being a Danish- 
built ship, was enabled to bring several guns to bear with 
such eiiect, that at lOh. the French frigate bore away out 
of gun-shot. The 74-gun ship Trident and Am61ie frigate, 
which liad meanwhile been engaged with the Yolontaire, 
then stood for the Perlen, and at lib. a.m. opened fire 
upon her. At Ih. p.m., finding the enemy to be overhauling 
the ship very fast, Captain Tetley ordered the anchors to be 
cut away ; but at 21i. p..m. the French ships still held their 
own. The Trident, however, at about this time, having 
yawed to fire her broadside, lost gi’oimd, and shortly after- 
wards relinquished the pursuit. The Perlen had her sails 
and rigging much damaged, but fortunately suffered no loss. 

On the 27th of November, the 74-guii ship Eagle, Cap- 
tain Charles Rowley, cruising in the Adriatic, chased the 
French 40-gun frigate Uranic, frigate Corceyere, armed m 
Jliite, and brig Scemplone, from Trieste, bound to Corfu, At 
7h. 30m. P.M., the Corceyere surrendered, having lost her 
fore-topmast by the fire of the BritLsh ship and by press of 
sail. The Uranie and brig escaped. 

On the 28th of November, while the 18-pounder 38-giin 
frigates Alceste and Active, and 32-gun frigate Unit6, 
Captains Murray Maxwell, James A. Gordon, and Edwin 
H.^Ciiamberlayne, were lymg at Port Sfc. George, in the 
island of Lissa, three suspicious sail were discovered to the 
southward. The three British frigates, at 7h. r.M., got 
underway, and stood out to sea, leaving for the protection of 
the island of Lissa a portion of seamen, and nearly the 
w'hole of the marines belonging to the three ships, together 
witl) the 20-gun sliip Acorn, Captain George Miller Bligh. 

On the 29th, at 9h, 20m. a. m., the island of Augusta in 
sight, and win d from south-south-west, the Active made 

the signal for three strange sailj bearing east-norih-east. 
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wMeh at 1 Oh. were made out to be frigates, and at hrst 
supjjosed to be the fugitives from Captain Hoste at Lissa ; 
but proved to be the 40-guh frigates Pauline and poinone, 
Commodore Monfort, am<?, and Ga 2 )tain Posamel, and 
frigate-built 2G-gun store-ship Persanne, from Corfu, bound 
to Trieste, laden with iron and brass ordnaiice for the use 
of the French squadron and batteries. On perceiving the 
British frigates, the three French sliips hauled to the wind 
oh the larboard tgck and stood towards them; but dis- 
covering their true cliaracter, bore up north-west, and set 
studding-sails. At llh., the Jfersanne being unable to keep 
way with the Pomone and Pauline, bore up before the wind, 
and the Active was about to follow her, but was I'cctdled by 
Captain Maxwell, and the Unite, as the dullest Sailer, 
ordered to go in pursuit of that ship. The Alceste and 
Active then continued the pursuit of the Pauline and 
Pomone, and at llh. oOm. the British frigates were found 
to be gaining in the chase. Captain Maxwell aljout this 
time telegrajdied to the Active, “ IlenKiinber the battle of 
Lissa.” At thirty minutes past twelve, just as the iiiland of 
Pelagosa bore from tlie xliccste south-west, distant live 
leagues, the l^ersanne was observed to fire her stem chasers 
at the Unite, and at Ih. 20m. r.M. the Alceste, going at the 
rate of nine miles an hour, with the wind on the larboard 
quarter, fired a shot at the Pomone, wdiich ship immediately 
hoisted her colours, and fired a shot in I'etura, which 
splintered the Alceste’s niain-topgallant-mast. The Pau- 
line lieing a shoi-t distance ahead of her consort, also hoisted 
her colours and a broad pendant. At lli. 24tu. the Alceste, 
still under a crowd of s;iil in oi'dor to ov<‘rtake the French 
commodore, exchanged broadsides witli the Pomone ; but 
unfortunately, at Ih. 40m., her rnain-topmasb wiys .shot away, 
the wreck falling over the starboard side, and the Alceste 
consequently drojqjed astern. Cries of ‘‘ V ive rEmpereur ! ” 
resounded from both the French ships at tlvis mishap, but 
their exultations ^vere not of any very long continuance. 

About 2h., the Active having gallantly shot ahead to 
occupy the place of the Alceste, opened lire upon the star- 
board cpiaiter of the Pomone, and soon brought that ship 
to close action. About 2h. 2<)ni. the Pauline hauled close 
to the wind on the larboard tack, and stood for the Alceste, 
and having taken a position on her weather beam, these 
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sliips at 2li. 30m. became closely engaged. At 3h. 5m, 
the French conimodore, observing that the Foinone was 
losing ground with the Active, quitted the Aloeste, and 
liauling his wind on the starboard tack, crowded all sail 
and got away. Tli© IS-gun corvette Kingfisher, Oommander 
Ewell Tritton, just at this time hove in sight. The Active 
having imavoidably shot ahead of the Pomone, a cessation of 
the firing took place, and at 3h. 40m. the Alceste ranged np 
on the Pomone’s larboard beam, and opened her fire. The 
main and mizen masts of the French frigate soon afterwards 
fell, and a union jack was then shown in token of surrender. 

The Alceste, whose crew amounted to no more than 105 
men and boys, had Charles Nourse, midshipman, ' and six. 
seamen killed, and Lieutenant Andrew Wilson and twelve 
men wounded. The Active’s crew had also been rocluced 
to about the same number, out of which George Osborne, 
midshipman, five seamen, and two marines were killed ; and 
Captain Gordoid (left leg amputated), Lieutenants William 
B. Dashwood (arm amputated) and George liaye, twenty- 
one seamen, and three marines wounded. The Pomone was 
reduced by the Active’s fire to a sinking state, and her loss 
out of 332 men and boys, amounted to fifty killed and 
wounded, including among the latter Captain Ilosamel. 

About 4h. the Persaunc received the Unite’s fire, and 
having returned it, hauled down her colours. The Unite 
was much damaged in masts, Siiils, ami I'igging, but had only 
one man wounded. Lieutenants Dashwood and Haye, of 
the Active, vrere promoted on the 19th of* May, 1812 ; and 
Lieutenant Wilson, of the Alceste, on the 17th of Sep- 
ttimber. The acting master of the Alceste, Howard Moore, 
who was spoken highly of in Captain Maxwell’s ofiicial 
hotter, was subsequently promoted to the I'Jink of lieutenant. 
Tlie above is a naval medal action. 

^ Captain Gordon received his wound during the heat of the action. 
The sliot which caused it came through a port-hole, grazed a carronade 
slide, and took off a seaman^s leg before it reached the captain, whose 
leg it struck at the knee joint, and severed it as though done by a knife. 
As ho was being carried below, he cab nly directed Lieutenant Dashwood » 
CO do his best, and gave similar advice to Lieutenant Haye, on the main 
deck, in the event of anything happening to the first lieutenant. Very 
.^hortly^afterwards Lieutenant Dashwood liad his arm shot away, and 
iiieutenant Haye succeeded to the command, and continued to fight the 
slrip until the Xkjmone’s sun’onder. 



1812.] SOUTHAMPTON AND AMETHYSTE. 385 


IS12, . ■ 

On tlie 2nd of February a very severe action was fougbt 
by the 12-|)Ouiider 32-guii fpigate Southampton, Captain Sir 
James L. Yeo, and Am6thyste, of forty-four guns, late a 
French frigate, but at this time in the service of the Hay- 
tian government. The Am6thyste was cominanded by M. 
Gaspard, a noted privateersman ; and as upon examination 
it was found that his only commission was one signed by 
Borgellat, general-in-cliief of the south of Ilayti,'^ Bir 
James Yeo considered himself under the necessity of de- 
manding that the jErigate should#cc<>mpaay the Southampton 
to Port Koyal, Jamaica, in order that the admiral should 
decide as to its legality. Compliance with his demand 
being positively refused, at (>li. 30m. a.m. the action com- 
menced, and before 71i. the main and mizcn masts of the 
Am6thyste fell, and her state was evidently one of despera- 
tion, but a feeble and irregular fire was still maintained. 
At 7h. 45m., deOTous to put an end to the contest, the 
Southampton ceashd firing, and Sir James Yeo hailed to 
know if the frigate, whose colours had l)een sliofc away, had 
sinrendered, and was answered in the affirmative. The loss 
oxh board the Haytian frigate was very great. Her crew 
consisted of 700 men, of almost every nation, of whom 105 
were killed and 120 wounded, including Ga.spard. Tlie 
Southampton’s loss was one killed and ten wounded. The 
Amethyste, whose foremast and bo Wvsprit w'ere also gone, 
was taken to Jamaica, and subsequently restored to Chris- 
tophe ; but Sir James Yeo’s procee(lings w-ere entirely 
approved of by his comm ander-in-chief. 

On the 13th of February, at daylight, the 38-gun frigate 
Apollo, Captain Bridges W. Taylor, chased off Oaj^e Corse 
the French fiigate-built 20-gun store-ship Merinos, in com- 
pany with a ship-eorvette. The Apollo having closed with 
the Marinos, commeiiced a running fight, but the latter did 
hot surrender until six of her men were killed and twenty 
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wounded TLe corvette effected her escape; 
qnence of tlie calm which prevailed at tlm termm^ 
the action, the Apollo was exposed for some hours to the 
fire of two batteries, but fortunately* sustained no loss. 

On the 16th of February, the 74*gun slnp Yictoriou 
Captain John Talbot, accompanied by the 18-j^n brig 
Weasel, Commander J ohn W. Andrew, arrived off Venice to 
watch the motions of the French 74-gun ship Eivoli, Com- 
modore BaiTi), with which some brigs of war were lying at 
anchor in the port. On the 21st, Captain Talbot was 
enabled to reconnoitre the port, and at 2h. 30m. IMI. a 
brig was descried to the eastward, and at 3h. a large ship, 
with two more brigs and two settees, were also seen. The- 
ship was the Hivoli, vrith the bxags J6na and Mercure, of six- 
teen guns, and the Mainelouck of eiglifc guns, and the settees 
were gun-boats; all about twelve hours’ sail from Venice, 
bound to Pola, in Istria. Tiic enemy’s squadron was formed 
in line of battle, the gundroats and one brig ahead, and the 
two other brigs astern of the Kivoli. All sail was instantly 
made in chase, and at 2h. 30m. p.m. on the 22nd, the Kivoli 
having shoi’tened sail to allow one of the brigs to close, 
Captain Talbot directed the Weasel to bring the sternmost 
brig to action, and accordingly, at 41i. 15m., that brig 
operxed fire upon the Mercure within pistol-shot, in a 
short time the Jena, taking a positiofi on the Weasel’s 
bow, also commenced firing at her, although distantly ; 
but at about 51i. the Mercure suddenly blew up, and the 
Jena crowded sail to get away. The boats of the Weasel 
were immediately lowered in the hope of rescuing the 
unfortunate crew, but only sxxcceedcd in saving three men. 
At daylight the Weasel regained sight of the Jfna and 
Mamelouck, and made all sail in pursuit, using her sweeps 
occasionally. 

At 4h. 30m. a.m., just after the Weasel had begun to fire 
oil the Mercure, in the manner already nientionecV the Vic^ 
torious, having a light breeze on her larboard bi^am, arrived 
within half pistol-shot of the larboard beam of the Ilivoli, 
and the two ships, with courses hauled up, but with royals 
set, and standing in towards the Gulf of Trieste, furiously 
engaged for three hours. In the early part of the action 
Captain Talbot was badly wounded, and iiearly deprived of 
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his siglit by a ^linter, and obliged to quit the deck, when 
the command deyolved on Lieutenant Thomas Ijadd Peake. 
The Riv()li, at about 7h. 30m., being almost unmanageable, and 
her guns nearly silenced, and the Yictorious, after her three 
hours’ action, also in a disabled state, the Weasel was re- 
called in order to render such assistance as might be reqxiired, 
in the event of either ship taking the ground, they being at 
that time in only seven fathoms water. At 8h, 40ni. the 
Weasel, standing acx'oss the bows of the Rivoli within musket* 
shot, discharged her broadside, and wearing and tacking as 
necessary, repeated the manoeuvre twice, the Yictorious in 
the mean time nuiintaining a steady fire, which at 8h. 45m. 
shot away her opponent’s mizenmast. At 9h. the Rivoli 
fired a gun to leeward, and hailed to say that she had stiuck. 
Port Legiiian then bore noi*tli-north-west, about seven miles 
distant. 

The Yictorious had her rigging cut to pieces, ga.ff and 
sptoker boom shot away, topmasts and mainmast badly 
woimded, boats destroyed, and hull sliattered ; and out of a 
crew of t^06 men and boys, Lieutenant of marines Thomas 
H. Griffiths and twenty-five seamen Avere killed ; Captain 
Talbot, Lieutenant of marines Robert S. Aslibridge (mortally), 
William H. Gibbons and* George II. A yton, master’s mates, 
and Henry Bolton and Joseph Rxy, midshi}>rrion, and ninety- 
•riiree men wounded. Total : twenty-seA^en killed and niiiety- 
nine wounded. The Weasel had not a man hurt. Tlic 
Rivoli, out of 810 men, had 400 killed and Avounded, in- 
cluding her second captain and many oliicers. ’l l or fore and 
main masts wore so much injured that they fell a fcAv days 
after the action. 

The action is one wliicji redounds in ucli to tlio lionour of 
both nations. A gold medal was giunted to Captain Talbot, 
who was also knighted, Lieutenant Peake made a com- 
mander, atid Commander Andrexv adA anced to post rank. 
The Rivoli was conducted in safety to Port St. George, Lissa, 
and subsequently added to the British navy under the same 
.name. The above is a naval medal action. 

On the 27 th of March, the lO-gun brig Rosario (eight 
1 8-pounder carronados and two long sixes), Commander 
Booty Harvey, c)rased a division of the Boulogne lloiilla, con- 
sisting of twelve brigs and a lugger, standing along the 
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Freiicli coast near Dieppe. Each of the brigs mounted three 
long 24-pounders and an 8-^inch ho^^dtzex,^^ M was manned 
with fifty men. As the Rosario stood on to cut ofi‘ the 
leewardmost brig, the whole, by signal from the commodore, 
formed in line, and severally engaged the Britisli brig 
passed on the opposite tack, and when the Rosario luffed up 
to cut off the stemmost brig, the remaining eleyeii bore doWn 
to vSiipport their coiisorfc. The Rosjirio, with the signal iiying 
for an enemy, now bore up towards a brig ohserVed in the 
offing ; but as soon as the stranger, which Was the 16-gun 
brig Griffon, Commander George B. Trollope, had answered 
the signal, the Rosiirio again hauled to the wind, tod at forty 
minutes past noon recommenced an attack on the enemy’s 
rear. 

At 111. 30in. r.M. the Rosario gallanfJy ran amongst the 
body of the flotilla, and* having damaged the running rigging 
of two brigs, they fell foul of each other. After engaging 
them in this position until they got clear, she stood on for a 
thii*d brig, which, lo.sing lier mainmast and fore-tojnnast, 
dro|>ped her anchor. Passing this brig, the Rosario drove the 
next on shore. Two others were then to leeward, not three- 
quarters of a mile from tlie slvoi'e ; and bearing up for these, 
tlie liosario i*an tin) neai e.st on board and quickly carried her. 
As tlie Rosario hauled off with her prize, the Griffion arrived 
^rom the offing, and drove a brig on shore near St. Aubin, 
wh(‘re slie Avas ju'otected from further molestation by hea^’^y 
batterie.s. ConiTnander Trollope then ran in sliore of the 
nine brigs at anchor, and in the most gallant manner boarded 
and carried the centre (>ne, and taking her in tow, stood out 
witli his prize in tlie face of a heavy fire from the remaining 
nght brigs, as well as from the batteries. The Rosario, thus 
qhritedly supported, now ran alongside the brig she had dis- 
masted in the morning, which Avas found to have been 
abandoned by her crew ; and the two brigs made sail with 
fheir prizes, leaving the seven remaining French brig<st to 
'vnter Dieppe. The only casualty on boai'd the Rosario in 
his most dashing performance was one midshipman, Jonathan 
W. Dyer, and four men Avounded. Commander Harvey was 
ino.st deseiwedly rewarded by promotion, and Mr. Dyer was 
made a lieutenant. The naval medal is awarded to the 
Rosario and Grifibn for the aboA^e gallant achievement. 
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On the 4 th of 'April, the boats of the Maidstone frigate, 
Captaiix George Burdett, imder the eominand of the first 
Ueixtenant/ Aiiihur M captured, off Cape de Gatt, 

the French privateer Martinet, of two guns and fifty-one 
men. Lieutenant McMeekan was promoted for this service ; 
and those engaged witli him therefore became entitled to the 
ij^val medal. 

On the 29th of April, the boats of the 74-'guii ship 
Lemthan, Captain Patrick Campbell, under the orders of 
Lieutenant Alexander Dobbs, boarded and carried a French 
privateer brig, of foux*teen guns and eighty men, lying in the 
port of Agaye. The brig being aground, could not be got 
off, but the boats succeeded in capturing and bringing out 
four merchant vessels ; in performing winch service, two 
men were killed and four wounded by the fire from the 
shore. 

On the 29 th of April, the boats of a small squadron, under 
Captain Thomas Ussher, in the 20-guu ship Hy acintli (con- 
sisting of the IG-gun sloop Goshawk, Commander James 
Lilburne, gun-brig ilesolutc, and No. IG gun-boat, Lieu- 
tenants John Keenan and Thomas Cull (6) ), employed on 
the coast of Malaga, perfoiined a gallant service. Several 
swift row-boats, under a chief named Barbastro, had com- 
mitted great ravages upon the merchant shipping ; and, 
unable to decoy tbein out, Caj>tain IJssher determined to 
attaelc them in [>ort. The expedition was commanded by 
Captain IJssbcr in person, assisted by Lieutenants Francis 
B. 8f)ilsbuiy and Tliomas IListings, and John Elgar, jmrser 
(all of the Hyacinth) ; Commander Lilburne, and Lieutenants 
Cull, Keenan, Allan Otty, and Josc})h A rnold, At 9h. p.m. 
the gun-boat and boats of the s(|ua(iroii starte<l. The 
entrance to the Jmrbour was defended by a battery on the 
molediead, Av^hici) battery Caj>taijx Ussher gallantly attacked 
and carried. The gun- boat (in whicli (.'oinmander LilbuiTie 
was embax’ked), and the other boats tlien pushed on, boarded 
and Xjaptured the row-boats. The success, liowevex', Avas 
doomed to meet with a drawback. The castle overlooking 
the harbmxr opened a heavy fire on the boa-ta, which a glimpse 
of moon shine made Ausibie, au^a Freixch infantry regiment 
attacked tlie mole- head battery jxist as Captain IJssher had 
spiked the guns preparatory to its evacuation A fire of 
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musketry was also opened irom tke mole-wall, by which 
Commander Lilbnrne was Mlled, as Captain Ussher had 
reassumed the command afloatv Thus assailed from all sides, 
tlic prizes, with the exception of Barbastro's vessel and the 
Napoleon, W'^ere abandoned. The latter were brought off. 
The loss amounted to fifteen, including Commander Ldbume, 
killed ; and fifty-three, including Ijieutcnants Spilsbiiry and 
Arnold, wounded. The naval medal is granted for the above 
action. , ' 

On the 3rd of May, Commander Alexander Cunningham, 
in the 10-gun brig Bermuda, having been informed that the 
brigs Skylark and Ax^elles, Commanders James Boxer and 
Frederick Hoffman, were on shore near Boulogne, w^eighed 
from under Dtingeness, in company with the Rinaldo, Com- 
mander Sir 'William G. Parker, and stood over for the French 
coast. On the 4th, at daybreak, the Apelles (which in the 
meanwhile had been captured by the French and got afloat) 
was seen iniiming along the land, under jury-masts, and at 
Oil. A.M. the British vessels drove her on shore xinder a 
battery ; but tlie falling tide obliged them to stand off again. 
At 21i. 30ra.. p.M. the 18-guri brig Castilian, and 14 -gun 
schooner Phipps, Commanders David Braimer and Thomas 
Wells, having joined, the Bermuda, followed in the line of 
battle by the other vessels, stood in under the battery, and, 
in succession, fii'ed their broadsides into the Apelles, The 
boats of the squadron, under the command of Lieutenant 
Thomas Saunders, of the Bermuda, then pushed for and 
boarded the Apelles ; and although exposed to a heavy fire 
of grape and musketry from the shore, the brig was got 
afloat and brought off. Notwitlistariding the incessant fire 
kept up from the sliore, no one on board the British vessels 
was hurt. The officers and crew of the Skylark, after 
destroying their vessel by fire, arrived in safety on board the 
squadron. Commander Cunningham was promoted on the 
12th of August following. 

On the 9 th of May, the 74-gun ships Leviathan and 
America, Captains Josias Kowley and Patrick Campbell, and 
18-gan brig Eclair, Commander John Bellamy, fell in with 
a French convoy of eighteenUfeail, which took shelter tinder 
the town and batteries of Languelia. In order to get posses- 
sion of the batteries, the maxines of both ships, 2 JO in 
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number, ^ere landed, under the orders of Captains of 
marines Henry Ilea (America) and John Owen (Leviathan), 
and lieutenants John Neame, William Odck, Paul H. 
Carden, and John G. Hill In endeavouring to eliect a 
landing, the yawl of the America was sunk, and ten maiines 
and one seaman drowned. The remainder having landed, a 
division under Captain Owen was ordered to advance upon a 
5-^n battery to the eastward, which he most judiciously and 
gallantly attacked and canied, the French officer in command 
falling in its defence. In the meantime the main body 
pushed foj^ward and captured a battery adjoining the town 
of Languelia, which was protected by a body of infantry, 
posted in an adjoining wood and several contiguous 
buildings. 

The Eclair having swept in close to the beach, now 
opened her fire, and in a short time dislodged the enemy 
from the houses skirting the shore ; after 'vihich the boats of 
the squadron, in ^dnch w^ere Lieutenants William Eichard- 
son, Bouchier Molesworth, and Eobert Moodie, of the 
America, an<f Alexander Dobbs and Eichard Hambly, of the 
Leviathan, together with John Harvey, masters mate, and 
several midsldptnen, not named in the despatch, then pro- 
ceeded to bring out the vessels. ISTot without great exertion, 
sixteen laden vessels were brought out, and two, being much 
damaged by shot, were destroyed. The marines re-embarked 
in peifect order, under cover of the Eclair’s fire ; but, in 
performing this gallant service, one scrjeant, and three 
privates, and one seainaii were killed ; and eighteen maiines 
and two seamen wounded. Total : killed and drowned, six- 
teen; wounded, twomty. 

Another convoy (.)f eighteen vessels having assembled at 
Languelia an<l Alassio, the leviathan, 38-gun frigate Impe- 
rieuse, Captain the Honourable Henry Duncan, and 3G-gnn 
frigate Cui'a^oa, Captain John Tower, togetlier with the brig^ 
Eclair, disemb.arked their marines, under Captain Jblm* 
Owen, betw’‘een tlie tw- o towms. The inai’ines were scarcely 
formed on tlie beach wlien they w^'ere attacked by treble 
their niiTnl)er ; but. notbing could witlistand the bravery of 
the officers and men, wiio ehai;ged the enemy at the point of 
the bayonet, and iiltiinately drove them from the two 
batteries into the town, killing many and making fourteen 
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pri^oiiers. After spiking nine guns and a liaart^, and 
destroying their carriages, the marines re-etttharked ; biit as 
the French troops could not be dislodged from the houses, it 
Avas judged impnident to attempt to bring out the vessels, as 
it must have been attended with a heavy loss. One seaUian 
an<l three marines were killed ; and fdeutenaht 
W alpole, one seaman, and nine marines wounded. 

On the 14th of May, the 32~gun frigate Tliames, Captain 
Charles Napier, accompanied by the 18-gun brig Filot, Coni- 
nmiider John Toup Nicokis, attacked the port of Bapri, 
which was defended by a strong battery, and a tower moiint- 
ihg two 32-pounders, arid gamsoned with an officer and 
thirty-eight men. After battering the fojrt for two hours, 
within pistol-shot, the garrison suiTendered at discretion. 
Twenty-eight A-esscls, some a quarter of a mile from the 
shore, AV’ere launched, and the battery blown up before sunset- 
The master, EoJSr l.andlands, on this as on many previous 
occasions, greatly distinguished himself; and for his skill and 
gallantry was jiromoted to the rank of lieutenant a few 
months afterwards. ^ ^ 

On the 22ncl of May, the 7 4-gim ship Northumberland, 
Captain the Honourable Henry Hotham, and gun-brig 
Growler, Lieutenant J ohn Weeks, having been despatched 
by Rear-Admiral Sir Harry B. Neale, to cruise off L’Orient 
in search of the French 40-gun frigates Arienne and Andro- 
maque, and 16-gun brig Mamelouck, which had committed 
great depredations upon English merchant vessels, succeeded 
in gaining sight of them off the Isle of Groix. After a long 
and most gallantly -con ducted c\nmi and running fight, the 
French ships (in a great measure by the skilfid pilotage of 
the Northumberlainrs master, Hugh Btew'art) were driven on 
shore ii])on a ridge of rocks inside the Giuul, and although 
jiroteetexi by the guns of a powerfiil battery, they were 
destroyed by the fire of the Norilminberland and Growler. 
The* loss on board the British seventy-four, occasioned in part 
by the fire of tlie batteries along the co?ist, during this ehase, 
amounted to five men killed, and Lieutenant William 
Fletcher, twenty-two seamen, and five marines wounded, 
four of tliein dangerously, and ten severely. The Growler, 
though very gallantly engfiged, sustained no loss. The com- 
mander of the Growler, and Lieutenant John Banks, of the 
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JTortkumberland^ were very deservedly promoted. The naval 
medal is awarded for ^ 

On the 38th of May/ at 7^^^ the 3 B-gim frigate 

Menelaus, Captiiiii Sir Peter Parker, Bart., being oft' Cape 
Sicie, got sight of a frigate and brig in IIier6s Bay, endoa- 
vonring, with the wind at east-south-east, to enter Toulon 
by the Petite Passe. All sail was mstantly made upon the 
Menelans to cut them when the enemy’s ships, which 
wm'e the 4 O-gun frigate Pauline and 16-gun brig Beuriel, 
shoiiiened sail to topsails, and hauled upon a wind to seek the 
protection of the French fleet, of eleven sail of the line and 
»ix frigates, which had just weighed from the road. As 
soon as these were sufticiently advanced, the frigate and brig 
bore up for Toulon. The Menelaus, although the Britisli 
squadron under Rear-Admiral Hallowell was hull down to 
leeward, continued the cliase, and at Oh. 3()m., when close 
under Pointe Ecainpebarion, opened fire witlun musket-shot 
on the frigate and brig. At lOh. a shot from a battery cut 
the fore-topmast of the Menelaus almost in two, and obliged 
her to wear ‘and stand out to sea. 

On the 4th of Jime, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Medusa, Captain the Honourable Duncan P. Bouverie, under 
the orders of Lieutenant Josiah Thompson, were sent to cut 
out the French store-ship Dorade, of fourteen guns and 
eighty-six men, lying in the harbour of Arcasson. Although 
the French were fully prepared, the sMp was boarded and 
carried after a desperate resistance, in whicli twenty -three of 
her crew were either killed or worinded. In endeavouring 
to bring out the prize, she giwnded on a sand-bank, and it 
being foupd necessary to destroy her, she was set on fire and 
shortly mterwards blew up. Five men of the boarding party 
were wounded. 

On the 16th of June, a smiill squadi'on, including the 
18-gun brig Swallow, was off the island of St. Marguerite, 
watcliing a French convoy, wdiich had sailejjj. from Toulon on 
the 11th under the protection of the IG-guii brig Ptenard, 
and 14-gun schooner Gotland, and some gun-boats. At 
daybreak on the 1 6th, the Swallow, Commander Edward R. 
Sibly, being close in shore and nearly becalmed, the French 
brig and schooner stood ofPwith a light air of wind, for the 
pur|)ose of attacking her ; but at 6h a. m., the Swallow 
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having got a breeze, was hauling towards them to hasten on 
the action, when the Kenard and Gotland endeavoured to 
gain the anchorage in Frejiis Bay. At a little past noon on 
the same day, the French vessels liaving received on board a 
number of voluiiteers, and also a detachment of soldiers, 
again stood out with the intention of attacking the SwaUpw ; 
and at Ih/ r.M. the Swallow, on the larboard tack, , was 
enabled to pass the Benard on the starboard tack, and at 
thirty yards* distance gave her a broadside ; then veering 
round under the stem brought her to action to leeward. 
The schooner was able to take up an elective position and 
galled the Swallow much. After several ineffectual attempts 
by the Fi*ench to board, and the action having lasted forty 
minutes, the brig and schooner crowded all sail and took 
shelter xmder the heavy batteries which lined the shore. The 
Swallow, in her gallant encounter, out of 109 men had six 
killed and seventeen wounded, including among the latter 
the pni'ser, Eugene Ilyan, who had gallantly volunteered bis 
services on deck. The loss of the Eenard, out of 180, 
including volunteers and troops, amounted to fourteen killed, 
and twenty-eight, including Lieutenant Baudin, wounded. 
The loss on board the Goeland is not stated. In his official 
letter. Captain Bibly men lioned in liigli tenns of approbation 
his first lieutenant, Daniel O’Shea, acting Lieutenant John 
Theed, the master, Jaanes Crocker, and Master’s mate 
Thomas Cole. 

On the 19th of June, Commander John Boss, in the 
10-gun brig Briseis, having been despatched to communicate 
with the merchant ship ITraiiia, lying in Pillau Beads, 
finding her in possession of a jiarty of French tr||gps, des- 
patched the pinnace, under Lieutenant Thoma,s Jones (2), 
with William Palmer, mid.slupman, and eighteen inen, to 
bring her out. In the face of a smart fire from great guns 
and musketry, the Urania wtis gallantly boarded and car- 
ried; but in th^ execution of tins service the British h^ 
one seaman kiUe^ and Mr. Palmer and one seaman slightly 
wounded. 

Oji the ISth of June tlie American Congi'css fornially de- 
clared war against England ; and on tlie 21st Commodore 
Bogers, then at Kew York with the President and United 
Btat(>s (the latter comimndodby Coiaraodore Stephen Decaturl, 
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1 8-pounder 36-gtiii frigate Congress,^! S-guD corvette HorDet, 
and 1 6“guB B#ig Argos, Captains Jolin Smith, J ames Law^- 
renee, and Aii:hor Binclair 5 receive orders to sail/ The first 
object of the American commodore was to obtain possession 
of the homeward-boimd West-India fieet, wluch had sailed 
onder convoy of the 3 6-giin frigate Thalia., Captain James G* 
Vashonjand 18-gun brig Reindeer, CoirmianderWm, Maimers. 
Having heard at 3h, a.m. of the 23rd, that tluKS fleet had been 
seen steering to the eastward, the conunodore directed Ms 
coiirse accor<iingly, "and would in ail probability have suc- 
ceeded in effecting his design, had he not at 6h. a.m. gained 
sight, when about thirty-five miles south-west of Kantucket 
Shoal, of the 18-pounder 36-giui frigafce Belvidera, Captain 
Richard Byron, at this time standhig towards the American 
squadron. At 6h. 30ni., within six miles of fhe squadron, 
Commodore Rogers dissipated any doubt wliich might have 
existed in Captain Byron's mind as to Ms intention, by haul- 
ing tip on the starboard tack in chase. The %vind was 
moderate from west-north-west, and the President, the lead- 
ing aliip of the S({uadron, bore from the Belvidera about 
south-west by woKst, when the latter set her larboard stud- 
ding-sails, and bore uji north-east by east! At llh. the wind 
fell lighter, and drew more froni the westward, and at 
nil. 30m. the Belvidera hoisted her colours, as did also the 
Americans, and the tv/o commodores their broad pendants. 
Captain By.ron now made every preparation for action. Two 
of the main- deck guns were got aft to tlie stern ports formed 
by cutting down tlie cabin windows, and two .carronades 
on the quart6)r-deck 'were pointed through the chase-ports 
abaft. The Anuiricans, but particularly the President, con- 
tinued to gain in the chase, and the wind liaving drawn 
more from the southward, the ships were all nearly before it 
steering north-east. 

At 4h. r20m. p.m. the President, being on the larboard 
quarter of the Belvidera, distant about GOO yards, com- 
menced firing her bow guns, the firet three shot taking 
effect in the Belvid era's rudder-coat and counter. The 
fourth shot struck the muzzle of the larboard chase -guii on 
the main deck, and, breaking into several pieces, killed one 
man, mortally wounded another, severely wounded two, and 
dightly wounded Lieutenant William Henry Bruce, and two 
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men standing beside Hm in the act of pointing the gun.^ At 
4h. the Belvidera opened fire ti^>n tlijD 
shortly afterwards one of the President's 2 4rppmiders burst, 
killing and wounding sixteen persons, including Commodore 
Bogers, and the mean and forecastle decks were so much 
injured by the explosion, that it was founds according to 
their own accounts, im 2 )ossible to use them again. Foi* ten 
minutes the firing of the President was suspended ; but 
instead of continuing under all sail steenng a steady course, 
which in less than half an hour must have brought her 
alongside the Belvidera, the President's helm w-as star- 
boarded, and rounding to, sbe filed a broadside, and 
CGnsequently lost nearly half a mile in the chase. The 
broadside did considerable injury to the sails and rigging of 
the Belvidera, but scarcely touched her hull. The most 
seiious difiiculty the Behddera now ex 2 :)erienced was the 
breaking of the breeching-bolts, and hooks of her chase- 
guns, by a blow from one of which Captain Byron received 
a severe contusion on the leg. Tlic alacrity of the British 
crew, however, remedied these disasters as fast as they 
occurred, and the firing w^as continued with great s|)irit and 
accurate aim, Captain Byron and his first lieutenant, John 
Sykes, directing the (;|uarter-dcck carronades, and Lieutenants 
Bruce and George Price Gani])bell the main-deck guns. At 
5h. the President was again advancing steadily, and with the 
stime prosi)ect of getting alongside ; but apjiarently not over 
anxious for such a consummation, a second time rounded 
to, and fired anotlier broadside. The damages sustained wei’C 
S2>eedily repaired by the seamen under the 01‘ders of the 
master, James Kerr, and the chase w^is continued as before. 
At 6h. 20m., the President’s superior sailing had a third 
time brought her under the stern of the Behddera, when she 
again yawed, and discharged two broadsides ; after receiving 
which, the Belvidera also put her helm down, but without 
being able to fire her broadside >vit]i eifect. It being evident 
that the President was al>le to run akmgside the llelvidera 
at pleasure, Cajitain Byron detertnined to try to improve the 
sailing of Ids ship by cutting away all her anchors except her 
best bower ; but it is doubtful if tlm Mamld have succeeded, 
had not the President, wdth a shyness which must have been 
painfully evident to all her consorts, Waived her advantages. 
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by yawing about insiiead of keeping a steady course. At 
6h, 30 m. ibe Congress^ being abreast of tHe President, com- 
menced firing j but iior shot falling short, sbe very soon dis- 
continued it. To get rid of tbis second adversary, the J3ei- 
videra’s yawl, barge, gig, and jolly-boat were thrown over- 
board or cut away, and iburteen tons of water staited. The 
effect of this was evident, and at 8b. p.m. the pursuing fri- 
gates bad dropped two miles, and at 11b. 25m. the Presi- 
dent, then tlnee nules astern of her chase, hove to and 
rejoined her consorts. V 

The grand aim of Commodore Rogers was destroyed by 
this bis unforiunate chase. His cruise wfis almost barren, 
and the \yest-India convoy reached ^England six days after 
the American squadron returned to ISTew York. In addition 
to the loss already mentioned, the Belvidera, out of a crew of 
230 men, had seventeen slightly wounded, making her total 
loss two killed and twenty-two wmunded. The American 
official account makes the President’s loss amount to two 
midshipmen and one marine killed ; the commodore, one 
lieutenant, one lieutenant of marines, three midshipmen, and 
twelve seamen wounded. The President’s damages were so 
extensive, that it took a day to repair them. Tlie Belvidera 
reached Halifax on the 27th of July, carrying news equi- 
valent to a formal declaration of war. 

On the 6th of July, in the evening, as the 64-giin ship 
Dictator, Captain James Pattison Stewart, IB-g'un brig 
Calypso, and 14-gun brig Podargiis, Commanders Henry 
Weir and William Bobilliard, tog(;ther with the gn ii-brig 
Flamer, Lieutenant Tliomas England, were off Ma.rdoe on 
the coast of Norway, the mastheads of. a Danish squadian, 
consisting of the 24-})oui}der 40-gnii frigate Nayaden, and 
18“gun brigs Laaland, Samsoe, and Kiel, and a large number 
of gun-boats, were discovered over the rocks. Coinmandor 
RobiUiarJ' volunteered to lead the British ships to the 
attack ; but the Podargus took the ground on entering the 
passage. Leaving the Flamer |o assist the Podargus, Cap- 
tain SteWiari proceeded with the Dictator and Caly])so, and 
at 7h, 30m. P.M. arrived within a mile of the Danes, and 

* A very clever picture, representing the Belvidera and the American 
squadron, painted by Huggins, we believe, in possession of Messieurs 

til well, navy agents. 
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shortly afterwards commenced the engagement. The Calypso 
having touched the ground, was now astern of the Dictator ; 
but the two ships, at 9h, 30m., after having sailed twelve 
miles through a passage in some places scarcely wide enough 
to allow room for the Dictator’s stndding-smi booms, Captain 
Stewart ran his sliip aground within hail, but with her 
broadside bearing upon the four ships of the enemy, which 
had anchored close together in the small creek of Lyngoe. 
The Calypso closely followed the Dictator, and both opened 
sueh.a well-directed fire, that the frigate (described as having 
been "^(battered to atoms”) and brigs surrendered, but the 
gun-boats escaped. Meanwhile the Podargus and Flamer 
were engaged "with the batteries and a division of Danish 
gun-boats ; but at length, after very great exertions, they 
were got afloat, though much cut up. 

At 3h. A.M. on the 7th, the Dictator, Calypso, and the two 
prize brigs, in charge of Lieutenants James Wilkie and 
Benjamin Hoopei*, in attempting to get through the passage, 
wore attacked by gun-boats stationed behind the rocks in 
such a manner that not a gun could be brought to bear on 
them. Both brigs grounded, and were abandoned. 

The Dictator had five men killed ; John S. Hooper, mid- 
shipman, Thomas FaJiner, clerk, and twenty-two men 
wounded ; Podargus, George Garratt, purser, Thomas Bdbil- 
liard, midshipiuan, and seven men vrounded : Calypso, thi*ee 
men killed, one wounded, and two missing : Flamer, one 
killed, and JamCsS Powell, midshipman, wounded : making a 
total of nine killed and thirty- five wounded. Tbe loss of the 
Danes is stated to have been 300 killed and wounded. 
Commanders Weir and Bobilliaid, and l ueutenant William 
Buchanan, first of the Dictator, were promoted. The naval 
modal has been awarded for this action. 

On the 16 th of July, three boats of the 18-gun corvette 
Osprey, and lO-gnii brigs Eritomait and Leveret, Com- 
manders I’imotliy Clinch, AVilHam B. Hunt, and George W. 
Willes, under tine orders o|’ Lieutenants William H. Dixon, 
William Malone (2), and Fvanci.s D. Komney, were despatched 
in chase of a privateer lugger off Heligoland, which they 
succeeded in capturing, after a very determined resistance. 
The prize was the Eoie, of Dunkerque, pierced for fourteen 
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giins, blit Imvilig oiily six mounted. The British had two sea- 
men killed; and Bixon and eleven men wounded. 

On the 21sfc of July, the 10-^m schooner Sealark, Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Warrand, chased, off the Start Point, the 
Vilie de Caen French lugger privateer, of St. Male, of six- 
teen long 6- poimders and seventy-five men. Tlie Sealark imi 
the lugger on board between her fore and main masts, and a 
fuiiiOUs engagement commenced, which continued one hour 
and a hahV The privateer having been sot on fire by some 
grenades xtnskiltully thrown by some of her crew, James 
Beaver, acting master of the Sealark, at the head of a few 
men, boarded and cairied her without further opposition. 
The Bealark, in her severe action, out of a crew of sixty men 
and boys, had her captain’s clerk, John Puniel, five seamen, 
and one marine killed ; and her commander, Alexander 
Guim, midshipman, seventeen seamen, and three marines 
wounded. The Vilie de Caen lost her captain and fourteen 
men, and had sixteen men wounded. Lieutenant WaiTand 
was most deservedly promoted to the rank of commander. 
The above is ^ nav^il inedal action. 

On the 1st of August, the 38-gun frigate Horatio, Captain 
Lord George Stew^art, being off the coast of Norway, de- 
tached four boats, containing about eighty men, under the 
ordei's of Lieutenants Abraham M. Hawkins, Thomas J. P. 
Masters, Lieutenant of marines George S^cler, and James 
Christy, masters mate, to attack an armed cutter anchored 
among the rocks, hut which subsequently had entered a 
creek, and was at the distance of more than thirty miles 
from the sea. On the 2nd, at Sh. a.m., the vessel, wlxich 
mounted fotir long 6-pounder.s, and had on board a crew of 
t'wenty-two men, was observed in coinpariy with a Banish 
schooner of six 6-[>ounders and thiidy men, together with an 
American ship of 400 tons, their prize. These three vessels 
wore moored with springs on their cables, and as the boats 
advanced, opened a very galling fire ; notwitlistaiiding whicli, 
however, they were boarded and carried after an obstinate 
and sanguinary resistance. The British loss amoimted to 
Lieutenant Syder, seven seamen, and one inarine hilled ; and 
Lieutenants Hawkins and Masters, James Larans, assistant 
surgeon (mortally), the boatswain, William Hughes, Thomas 
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Fowler, midslnpman (severely)^ iiine seaiBenj atvd two maiiues 
wounded. Total : nine Blled and sixteen WOmided. The 
Danes had ten killed and thirteen wouTided. Lieutena^ 
Kawkins, for his conduct on tins occasion, was made a com- 
mander iii the ehsuing December. 

On the lOtli of Augiist, the 20-guii ship Minstrel, Captain 
John S. Peyton, and 18-gun brig Phiioinel, Commander 
Charles Bhaw, being off the island of Alicant, three small 
French privateers were observed in the poi*t of Biendom, 
under the protection of a castle, on winch were mounted 
twenty-four heavy guns. As a further security, two of the 
vessels were hauled on shore, and six of their guns landed 
to form a battery, which was manned by their crews, con- 
sisting of eighty men, chiefly Genoese. The position of the 
privateers was so strong, that an attack was deemed unad- 
visable ; but to prevent their escape, a boat was s^nt at 
night from one or other of the ships to row guard. On the 
1 2tb, the Minstrel’s boat, containing seven men, in com- 
mand of Master’s mate Michael Dwyer, was sent away oii 
this service - and this young oiEcer, having previously been • 
informed by some Bpaiiiards that the French troops had 
quitted the town, and that only thirty men were in the 
battery and twenty in the castle, determined to make an 
attempt upon tho battery with his boat’s crew. 

At 9h, 30m. p.m., Mr. Dwyer, at the head of his daring 
band, landed about three miles to the westward of tlxe town, 
but was almost immediately afterwards challenged by a 
French sentinel, to whom he replied, in Spanish, that they 
were peasants, and they were suffered to proceed undis- 
turbed. These eight men advanced upon the battery, which 
they attacked without hesitation ; and, after a smart 
struggle, the garrison, consisting of eighty instead of twenty 
Genoese, abandoned the place. Mr. Dwyer had not been 
long in possession of this post, however, before it was sur- 
rounded by 200 French soldiers, and that which he had so 
nobly gained he as desperately disputed. It was not untU. 
one of his men was killed, himself sliot through the shoulder, 
a seaman wounded in the eye,^ and all their ammunition 

Ihis gfillant fellow (whose name wn regret being unable to record), 
aa soon as tlio stin^efaotioii caused by the wound hart in a measure sub- 
sided, deliberately took his handk^chief from his iieck, and, binding it 
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was expended, that his opposition' ceased ; n 2 :)on which the 
soldiers rushed upon their enemies with their bayonets. 
Mr. Dwyer, weak from loss of blood, was unable to ofier any 
effectual resistance, and in a short time fell, after loceiving 
seventeen bayonet-wGunds. Every man of his pai*ty, with 
the exception of one, was severely wounded, and the French 
gained possession of the battery. The admiration of Cap- 
tain Foubert and his troofjfe at the invincible courage dis- 
played by Mr. Dwyer and his boat’s crew was unbounded ; 
and when the prisoners, in their wounded state, were con- 
veyed to head-quarters, General Goudiii participated strongly 
in Captain Foubert’s feeling. Captain Peyton was invited 
on shore to dinner, and after receiving the congiatulations 
of the French uj^on the bravery of the young officer lately 
under his command, Mr. Dwyer was released with }iis fol- 
lowers. For his gallantry on a previous occasion, Mr. Dwyer 
was at this period a lieutenant, which rank we are sorry to 
perceive he still holds. ^ 

On the 13tli of August, the 16 gun ship-sloop Alert, 
Commander Thomas L. P. Laughame, while off tlie coast of 
, North America, fell in with the United States 32-gixn fiigate 
Essex, Captain David Pox*ter, and, probably mistaking the 
frigate’s character, boro down, and opened her puny firc^. 
This the Easex returned, and in a quarter of an hour the 
Alert, having seven feet water in her hold, and tliree of her 
men wounded, hauled down her colours. The master, 
Johanson Glering, and purser, William Haggerty, were the 
only officers who stood by their captain ; the remainder and 
the crew were either dismissed tlie service or severely rej)ri- 
manded by the court-martial subsequently held at Haliiiix: 
upon Captain Laugh ainc and his officers ; but those aljove 
named received, on the other hand, the marked approl>ation 
of the court. The Alert had formerly been the Oxford, 
a collier, but had been converted into an armed vessel, 
and designated a slooj) of war. Her amiament consisted 
of 18-ponnder, cannonades. The Essex was armed with 

round Ins head, sjiid, Though I have lost one eye, I have one left, and 
I will fight till I lose that too.” 

^ A few months after the publication of the first edition of this work, 
Lieutenant Dwyer was made commander, a promotion which had been 
long bis duo. 

VOL. II. 2d 
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32-poimder carronades on the main deck, and in the whole 
forty-six guns. The capture of the Alert, therefore, needs 
no further comment ; and it is only to be regretted that her 
commander had^not had a more efficient man-of-war under 
him, in which case his gallantry would doubtless have pro- 
duced very different results. 

On the 19th of August, at 2h. a.m., the 18-pounder 38-gun 
frigate Querriere, Captain James Richard Dacres, being m‘ 
latitude 40° 20' north, longitude 55° west, standing on a 
wind on the starboard tack, under easy sail, with a fresh 
breeze from iioi*th-west, on her way to Halifax to refit, 
observed a large ship on her weather beam. Tliis w^ the 
United States 44-gun frigate Constitution, Captain Isaac 
Hull, which a few days before had escaped from a British 
squadron after a long chase. 

In addition to a picked crew, composed in great part of 
British seamen,^ the American ships were provided with a 
party of marines, or rather of skilful riflemen. The only 
departure from the original armament of the Constitution, 
already described, ^ was that of her having exchanged the 
42-pounder ca,rronades for 32-pounders. The main deck of 
this ship was upwards of eight feet in height, wliich allowed 
plenty of space for working her largo and heavy 24-pounders, 
although they w^ere mounted upon lofty and rather cumber- 
some carriages. The lower sills of her ports were ten feet 
from the water s edge. It would be ridiculous to institute 
a compaj’ison between' such a ship, manned with 476 picked 
seamen, and excellent rifle mai’ksmen for marines, and a 
contracted Ereiich fi'igate like the GueiriSre, mounting only 

^ For many years previously to the war, the Americans had held out 
the most flattering pro.spocts to British seamen to induce- them to ciiter 
their service. In this' they had but too well succeeded ; and having 
once entrapped them, escape was almost impracticable. It must be 
borne in mind that most, if not all, of those deluded men, who after- 
wards fought against their countrymen and former shipmates, were 
enticed from their country’s service before the war commenced , and it 
must also bo mentioned, that when the war really did commence, the 
offers of reward to thvise who continued to serve, and cruelties practised 
on those honourable enough to despise them, had Ml weight in deter- 
ring many from quitting, or endeavouring to quit, an employment so 
traitorous. ^ t 

® See jiage 364, ante* 
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the iisual armajoaent of her class, and whose crew had dwindled 
doTO to 250 inen and M 

At 3h. 30m. p.m., each ship having discovered the true 
character of the other> cleared for action, and at 4h. 30m. the 
Guerridre backed her main-topsail to expedite the meeting. 
At 4h. 50m., the Guerri^re, having hoisted an English ensign 
at the peak, another at the mizen-topgallant masthead, and 
a hnion-jack at the fore, opened her starboard broadside 
upon the Constitution ; then filling and wearing round, she 
fired her larboard broadside; but the shot are described by 
Captain Hull as having fallen short. This would say very 
little in favour of the skill of the British crew, were it not 
known that the powder was of very inferior quality. At 
5h. 5m., the Constitution, with an Ainedcau ensign at the 
peak, another in tlie larboard mizen shrouds, and a third at 
the fore, having arrived upon tlie weather beam of the 
Querridre, opened her fire with great j)recision. To prevent 
being raked, the latter wore round three times, and this 
manoeuvring having lasted till 5h. 45m., tlve Constitution 
set her main-topg^lant-sail, and in a few minutes, liaving 
ranged up on the larboard and weather bc^ani of her anta- 
gonist, brought her to close action, both ships steering with 
the wind on the larboard (juarter. At 6h. 5ni, the 
Guerriere’s mizenraast fell over the laiboard quarter, and 
the wreck, by dragging in the water, brought tlie ship head 
to wind. Throwing all aback, the Constitution then suc- 
ceeded in gaining a position on the bow of the Bi'itish ship, 
within readi of the balls of the riflemen. At Gh. 15ni. the 
two sliips fell on board each other, tlie bowsprit of the 
Guerriere becoming entangled with the starbofird inain- 
rigging of the Constitution. An attenipt was now made by 
the Americans to board, when a shot from a British marine 
brought down the leader, the first lieutenant of marines; 
her fii*st lieiitenant was also shot, and tlie lu aster wounded 
in the shoulder. The American mariues, however, w^ere not 
idle. From the tops they fired upon the Guerricre’s ofiicers 
and men with deadly aim. Captain Bacres was painfully 
wounded, but continued to animate and cheer his men to 
renewed exertions. The master, Robert Scott, was at about 
the same time shot through the knee ; and Samuel Grants 

2 D 2 
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master’s mate, was also severely woiiiided. After the lapse 
of a few minutes the combatants dropped clear of each other> 
and the Guerri(Ve was enabled to bring some of her star- 
board guns to bear upon the American Mgate, some of the 
wads from which occasioned a fire on the Const^itution’s 
main deck. In falling astern of her adversary, the bowsprit 
of the Giieniere came in contact with the I’onstitution^s 
taffrail, and the foremast and mainmast of the British frigate 
almost immediately afterwards fell over the starbo^d side. 
The defence was still protracted ; but, rolling Heavily in her 
utterly defenceless state, little more than the semblance of 
resistance could be offered. The Constitution, with eveiy 
stick standing, at 6h. 45m. took np a position on the star- 
board quarter of the Guerriere, intending to renew the 
action, and Captain Dacres finding further resistance un- 
avdling, if not impracticable, a lee gun was fired, and the 
union-jack hauled down from the stump of the mkenmast. 

Captain Dacres having, as soon as the colours were 
hoisted, ordered seven Americans, included in his 251 men, 
to go below, the Gueriit^re commenced the action with 244 
rneri and nineteen boys ; and of these, the loss amounted, in 
killed, to Lieutenant Henry Heady, eleven seamen, and 
three marines; and of wounded, she had Captain Dacres, 
severely, Bartholomew Kent, first lieutenant, slightly, the 
master (already named), Samuel Grant and. William J. Snow, 
master s mates, and James Enslie, midshipman, forty-thi'ee 
seamen, thirteen marines, and one boy wounded. Total : 
fifteen killed, and six mortally, tbir-ty-nine severely, and 
eighteen slightly wounded. The Constitution's loss was 
stated at seven killed and seven wounded ; but one of the 
Guerriere’s officers counted thirteen wounded men on board, 
three of whom died after undergoing amputation. The 
thick sides of the Constitution will afford a reason fortius 
small loss • while the severe casualties of the Guerriere may 
also be accounted for in the heavy armament of her anta- 
gonist, and by the description of missile used in the action, 
comprising langiidgo,” dismantling, or chain shot.” . The 
rihemen were also provided with buck-shot, four of which 
were used instead of a ball, and, at close quarters, with 
destructive effect. Further detail is unnecessary ; enough 
has, we think, been shown to prove that the Guerriere was 
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captured by a ship of nearly twofold^ greater strength and 
power of resistance, and that Captain Dacres, his sixrviving 
officers and crew, richly merited the -‘ honourable acquittal ” 
and gratifying encomiums which a court-martial pronouiiced 
upon them. 

On dhe night of the 31st of August, the boats of the 
Bacchante frigate, Captain William Hoste, containing sixty- 
two officers and men, were despatched, under the orders of 
Lieutenant Donat Henchy O’Brien, to bring out several 
vessels laden with ship-timber in Port Lema, near Bovigiu>. 
Lieutenant O’Brien was assisted by Lie\itenant Frank Cost- 
ling. Lieutenant of marines William Haig, Master’s mate 
George Powell, and Midshipmen James Leonard Few and 
Thomas W. Langton. Having captured two vessels at the 
entrance to the port, Lieutenant O’Brien gained information 
that the vessels of which he wiis in search were under the 
protection of a French 3-guii xebeck and two gun-boats. 
Leaving the prizes in charge of Mr. Langton and six men, 
Lieutenant O’Brien, with the remainder, proceeded to the 
attack, and, without the loss of a man, brought out seven, 
timber* laden, as well as the three armed vessels. The 
latter carried seven long guns and seventy- two men. On 
the morning of the 1 8th the same officer was intrustt^d wutli 
the command of six boats (containing seventy-two officers and 
men), assisted by Lieutenant Silas Thomson Hootl and the 
officers above mentioned, except Lieutenant Gostling. 
object was to intercept eighteen sail of merchant vessels 
between the islands of Tremiti and Yasto. On the appruacli 
of the boats the vessels gi’ounded, trusting for protection to 
eiglit vessels armed with long 13-poimders and swivels. 
The guns mounted on board the vessels consisted of eight 
long 12-pounders, six swivels, and tlxe crews comprised 104 
men. The men belonging to the merchant vessels also had 
lauded, and, armed with mxisketry, had posted themselves 
in a tliick wood skirting the bay. This for rnidaldc array, 

V Comprirative force of the coiiibataiits : — 
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however, did not daunt the Briti^ ; and after a most darl- 
ing encounter the whole were captured. lieutenant Haig, 
at the head of the marines, had in the mean time driven the 
enemy from the woods. Two men only were wounded. The 
letters reporting the above actions were not published until 
the 22nd of January, 1813, and the leader of the gall^t 
enterprises was promoted at that date. In the meanwhile, 
however, Lieutenant O’Brien had acquired fresh claims to 
distinction, as will be seen in our next year’s record. The 
naval medal is granted for the first of the above boat actions. 

On the 8th of September, the 10-gun schooner I^aura, 
Lieutenant Charles N. Hunter, commander, being off the 
Delaware, was captured, after a very gallant action, by the 
French 18-gaii privateer brig Dihgente. Lieutenant Hun- 
ter, after being several times slightly wounded, received a 
most severe wound by a musket-ball, which, entering near 
the left ear, passed obliquely down the back, and made its 
-way out. From excess of bleeding he was incapable of 
further effort, and all the officers having been sent away in 
prizes, the Laura was boarded and carried. The schooner 
had fifteen men killed and severely wounded ; and the 
Diligente, whose crow consisted of ninety-seven men, had 
nine killed and ten badly wounded. The captain of the 
privateer conveyed his prize to Philadelphia, and behaved 
most kindly and honourably to Lieutenant Hunter and his 
crew. Lieutenant Hunter was most honoimably acquitted 
of all blame for the loss of his vessel. 

On the 18th of October, the 18-gun brig FroHc, Captain 
Thomas Whinyates,^ in charge of a convoy for England, got 
sight of a strange sail to windward. The stranger was at 
first taken for one of the convoy which had separated firom 
the Frolic in a heavy gale of wind, but on a nearer approach 
the error was xliscovered. Two days previously the Frolic 
had sustained considerable damage in a heavy gale, which 
had separated her firom part of the convoy. During the gale 
the Frolic’s maiiiyard was carried away in the slings, her 
main-topmast badly sprung in two places, and her topsails 
tom to pieces. These and other damages were in part attri- 
butable to the general defects of the Frolic, which had been 
five years out of an English dockjwd, cruising in the West 

‘ This officer’s captain’s commission was dated 12th August, but he 
had not been superseded in the command of the Frolic. 
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Indies. Witih oi^ly her hoom-mainsail and close-reefed fore- 
topsail set, the Frolic hauled to the wind to give her 
convoy a chance of escape, and at about 11 h. a.m. Captain 
Whinyates, anxious to draw the stranger’s attention from 
the merchant ship% hoisted Spanish colours, upon which the 
ship bore up directly for her. The stranger, which was 
the United States 18-gun corvette Wasp, Captain Jacob 
Jones, five days only from the Delaw^are, hoisted her colours 
and steered for the Frolic, then on the larboard tack. On 
arrmng within about sixty yards of the Frolic, the Wasp 
hailed, upon which the former, exchanging Spanish for Bri- 
tish colours, opened fire, which the Wasp returned. A heavy 
sea w’^as runrdng, which rendered it extremely difficult for 
the men in the Frolic to point the guns, the muzzles of which 
were often under water. The tonnage of the Wasp gave her 
an immense advantage. With ports nearly six feet above the 
level of the sea, she was enabled to hre her guns with delibera- 
tion and aim, while the Frolic’s, being within a few feet only, 
to load and fii'e was all that was practicable. Every shot from 
the Wasp took effect, while the Frolic’s passed harmlessly, 
or only damaged her opponent’s sails and rigging, and shot 
a’way the main-topmast, gaff and mizeii-topgallant mast. The 
Frolic’s peak-halyards being cut by a shot, she was deprived 
of the only after-sail she coiffd set, and payed off nearly before 
the wind. The Wasp now took up a position on the Frolic’s 
larboard bow, and continued an animated lire, until, consi- 
dering the British vessel s deck pretty well thinned of men, 
Captain Jones determined to board. Perceiving, however, 
on a nearer approach, that he was likely to meet with more 
opposition than ho anticipated, he delayed hi>s intention, and 
taking whatever position he chose, continued to lire upon the 
defenceless brig. After the ‘action had lasted forty three 
minutes, the AVasp ran her opponent on board, and the Frolic 
without ftirther opposition became a prize. 

Upon her deck, when thus boarded, Captain Whinyates, 
the second lieutenant (both of whom were severely wounded), 
and seventeen men, were all tliat remained, the few other 
survivors being below attending to their wounded shipmates 
or other indispensable duties. Out of ninety-oae men and 
eighteen boys, with which she commenced the action, the 
Frolic had lost fifteen in killed, and Lieutenant Charles 
M‘Kay, and the master^ J ohn Stephens, mortally wounded ; 
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aud Captain wiiinyates, Lieutenant Frederick B. Win tie, 
and forty-tliree men, wounded. Total, killed and wounded, 
sixty-two. Her masts fell over the side a few minutes after 
her surrender. The Wasp’s damages were comparatively 
trifliiig; and out of a crew of 138 fine, able-bodied seamen 
(including many renegade British sailors), her loss amounted 
to eight men killed and about the same number wounded. 

Had the Frolic been fresh from a home port, with all her 
spars, w-ell rigged and properly equipped, and with a crew 
not worn down by long service in a tropical climate, a difierent 
result might have been looked for ; but disabled as she was, 
and labouring under eveiy possible disadvantage, which wind, 
weatlier, and a sickly crew conspired to create, no surprise 
can be felt at the Frolic’s capture. The guns of the two 
vessels were the same in number and weight of shot, except 
that the Wasp mounted two long brass 12-poundei*s for the 
Frolic’s long nines ; mid in tonnage the Wasp measured 431? 
tons, and the Frolic 384.^ A few hours after the action 
ceased, the 74-gaii ship Poictiers, Cajitain John I^>cr Beres- 
lord, hove in sight, captured the Wasp, and recaptured the 
Fi*olic. Captain Beresfbrd immediately re-appointed Captain 
Whinyates to his brig ; aud the latter, with his few surviving 
ofiicers and crew, underwent tlie ordeal of a court-martial, 
which pronounced an honourable acquittal upon all. 

On the 25th of October, the 18-pounder 38-gun frigate 
iSIacedonian, Captain John Surniaii Carden, being in lati- 
tude 28° 50' north, longitude 20° 30' west, the 44-gun frigate 
United States, Commodore Stephen Decatur, hove in sight, 
bearing north by east, distant about twelve miles. The Ma- 
cedonian, with a strong breeze from south- south-east, imme- 
diately bore up, and made all sail to close the enemy. At 
7h, 30m. A.M., the two sliips having arrived within three miles 
of each other, hoisted their colours, and Commodore Decatur 
his liroad [leiidant. Captain Carden then became fully awai'e 
of the force of the enemy ; but so little did British s^dlors 
think of defeat, that the aimounceinent was most gratifying. 

* ‘'The Congresis of the TTnifcecl States voted So, 000 dollars, and their 
thanks to Captain Jacob Jones, the ofiicers and crew of the Wttsp ; also 
a goldnie<lal to Captain Jones, and silver medals to each of the officers, 
in testimony of their high sense of the gallantry displayed by them in 
the capture 7f the British sloop of war of ‘ superior force.’”— 
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On the other hand, Commodore Decatur uiistook the Mace- 
donian for a larger ship, probably for a cut-down 64-gmi 
ship, and therefore wore round on the staiboard tack, 
and bore up. The Macedonian continued under all sail in 
chase, and as she rapidly overhauled the American, Com- 
modore Decatur fell into the opposite error, and took the 
Macedonian for a 32-gu,n frigate, whereupon he -wore round 
on the larboard tack, and hauled up to meet her. A t 9h. a.m. 
the Macedonian, having hauled to the wind, was on the 
weather beam of the United States, and the two ships passing 
on opposite tacks, exchanged broadsides. The Macedonian 
being then abaft the American frigate’s beam, wore, and at 
Dll. 20m. was on the enemy’s larboard and weather quartei’, 
on the same tack with her. In the course of a few minutes 
the Macedonian lost her mizen- topmast, and the United 
States her mizen topgallant-mast. Tlie sailijig of the two 
ships was thus nearly equtdized, and the United States took 
advantage of the circumstance, and retained her position on 
the lee bow of the British frigate, keeping up a continued 
and severe fire. 

At lOh. 15m. the United States squared the main-yard to 
allow the Macedonian to close ; but it was then too late. 
At a little past llh. the Macedonian lost her mizenmast, 
fore and main-topmasts, and rnainyard ; her lower masts 
were badly wounded, and the standing and running rigging 
destroyed. To render her state more defenceless, the wreck 
of her mizenmast fell over the stai’board side, thereby dis- 
abling those of her quarter-deck ^ms which were not pre- 
viously useless from the impeidect fitting of the carronade 
slides. Having nothing to steady her, the IMacedonian now 
rolled the muzzles of her main-deck guns in the water ; and, 
under the circumstances, furiher effectual resistance was 
impossible. As a last resource, however, the determination 
to attempt to board the American frigate was come to, and 
the Macedonian’s helm was put hard a-port with the intention 
of carrying it into effect. Captain Caiden was the more in- 
duced to resort to this plan by seeing the United States make 
sail. But the execution of the design was frustrated by a 
shot, which, having cut the lee fore-brace, tlie ship wotdd 
not pay off, and the United States crossed the Macedonian’s 
bows without firing a shot, having, as it afterwards appeared 
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expended aU her cartridges. It was at first supposed that 
the United States had given tip the contest ; but having 
filled more cartridges and rove new running rigging, she 
made sail, and at noon arrived under the stem of the Mace- 
donian ; when Captain Carden, having no further means of 
resistance, ordered the colours to be hauled down. 

The loss sustained by the British, out of 254 men and 
boys, amounted to James Holmes, boatswain, Thomas J. 
Kankivei, master’s mate, Dennis Colwell, schoolmaster, 
twenty-three seamen, eight marines, and two boys killed ; 
and Lieutenants David Hojk? (severely) and John Bulford 
(slightly), Midshipmen Henry ^ebuck and George Green- 
way, and Fi’ancis Baker, volunteer 1st class, fifty seamen, 
nine marines, and four boys wounded ; making a total of 
thirty-six killed and sixty-eight wounded. The United 
States sustained comparatively slight loss, amounting to five 
killed ; two mortally and five severely, besides many, not in- 
cluded, slightly wotinded. 

The Macedonian mounted the forty-six guns of her class ; 
but the quarter-deck carronade slides, being fitted on a new 
and defective principle, rendered those guns very inefficient. 
The force of the United States has already been described ; 
but, unlike the Constitution, she retained her 42-pounder 
carronades, to wliich may be attributed the early fall of the 
Macedonian’s masts and the carnage on her decks. Captain 
Carden and his officers were treated with respect by Com- 
modore Decatur, but every temptation, and even threats, 
were used, to induce the crew to enter the American service ; 
but the overtures were treated with the disdain they merited. 
The Macedonian was conveyed to New London, where she 
arrived on the 4th of December. Captain Carden and his 
officers were subsequently tried by a coui't-martial at Ber- 
muda, the sentence of which was "" an honourable acquittsj,” 
and the court expressed their very high sense of the loyalty 
of the seamen, which caused them to disregard the base 
offers of the enemy. 

The squadron, under Commodore Eogers, from which the 
United States had parted compan}^, continued its cruise, and 
on the 31st of October chased the 38-gun frigate Galatea, 
Captain Woodley Losack; but the latter escaped in the 
night. The squadron soon afterwards returned to Boston. 
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The third and last fiigate action in which the Americans 
were coriquerors now demands otur attention. The late 
French 38-gtta frigate Renomm^e, which had been captured 
off Madagascar, was added to the British navy under the 
name of Java. In the month of August, she was commis- 
sioned by Captain Henry Lambert, and appointed to convey 
Lieutenant-General Hidop, the newly-appointed governor, to 
Bombay. In addition to the baggage generally accompany- 
ing oJQScers of General Hislop’s rank, the Java was deeply 
laden with stores of all descriptions for diips building at 
Bombay. The difficulty of manning this ship had been 
great. Our best seamen had been drained in mimy channels 
from, their legitimate employ. Privateers, merchant-service 
crimps, and the mania for the American navy, had exhausted 
the grand reservoir, and to man an additional frigate pro- 
perly was a work of time. Tliis was felt in a j)eculiar degree 
by Captain Lambert, and, with the exception of a few 
volunteers, who flllod the petty officers’ ratings, the men 
obtained, by pressing and other compulsory means, were of 
the most inferior description. The captain remonstrated, 
but without effect, and with a crew (not fifty of whom had 
ever seen a shot fired) of 277 men and twenty^three boys, 
and eighty-six supernumeraries, principally Marine Society 
boys, the Java put to sea. 

On the 30th of December, in the morning, being near 
St. Salvador, whither Captain Lambert was boujid, to water, 
the American frigate Constitution, Commodore William Bain- 
bridge, was descried ; and, casting off a prize which had been 
taken on the passage, tlie latter parted company, with nine- 
teen men and a master’s mate, and the Ja-va proceeded with 
a moderate breeze from the north-east in chase of the stranger. 
Commodore Bainbridge exjjecting to be joined by the Essex, 
mistook the Java for that ship; and at about noon made 
the private ri^na.1. This, after remaining hoisted ten minutes, 
was hauled doAvn, and the American frigate wore and made 
all sail away. The Java, under a press of sail, and going tea 
knots, was obliged to shorten sail, while the American frigate 
appeared scarcely to feel the breeze. At Ih. 40m. p.m,, the 
Java having got within two miles of the Constitution, the 
latter took in royals and flying-jib, clewed up her courses, 
and hauled to the wind on. the starboard tack, and the Java 
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did the same. At 21i. 10m, the two ships were within a 
mile of each other, when the Constitution, fired some of her 
starboard guns, but wdthoiit effect. At2h. 20m* a second broad- 
side was fired, which also did little damage ; and almost 
immediately afterwards the dava's larboard broadside was 
fire.d, ahiiost every sliot striking. The Gonstitution by this 
one broadside had four men killed and many wounded, and 
hta* wheel was slmt away. Not relishing this spirited salute 
from tliO little ship, the Constitution fired a third broadside 
and bore up in the smoke. The Java bore up after her, 
and at 2h. 25m., the two ships having come to the wind on 
the starboard tack, again exchanged broadsides. The Con- 
stitution again wore to get away, but Captain Lambert was 
not to l)e thus evaded, and the Java also wore. 

At 2h. 3Jjn, the Java passed slowly and closely under the 
stern of the Constitution ; but the opportunity thus afforded 
wa^ lost upon the raw, unskilful British crew, and the only 
gun. discharged w^as the forecastle 9-pounder, and that vras 
[Jointed and tired by Lieutenant James Saunders, a super- 
nuiueraiy ofiiccr. Commodore Bainbridge, however, had not 
}'et made uj) his iniiid to engage the British frigate, and 
making sail about three ])oints off the wind, ranged ahead of 
the Java. A.t 2h. 40m. the Java luffed across the stern of 
her antagonist, but again without making full use of the 
advantage ; and at about 2h. 43m. the commodore, em- 
boldened by tlie Java’s inefficient fire, determined to engage. 
Having tlierefore hauled to the w^iIld on the larboard tack, 
the two ships were sotm in close action, the Java to windward. 
At 2h. 52m. the head of the Java’s bowsprit wfis shot away, 
upon which the Oonstitution wore, and a>s the Java, fi-om the 
los.s of her jibs, Wins unable to follow her with the requisite 
celerity, she tacked, and, taking a long time to pay off, 
received a raking Ijroadside from the adversary. Instead of 
coming to^ the wind on the starboard tack, the Java bore up 
athwart the Constitution’s bows, firing her broadside, and 
then luffed to on the larboard tack. The Ainerican frigate 
having w^jre round under the Java’s stern, the two frigates 
wci*e once more in action, at not nioi*e than pistol-shot 
distance, the Java to windwtird a.s before. This proved to 
the groat; disadvantage of the Java ; and after it had con- 
tinued ten minutes, that ship w^is conipletely unrigged, and 
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had lest her master, and a great many officers and men 
killed and wounded. 

Captain Lambert, finding his men falling so fast from the 
memy’s destructive fire, determined to board, and at 3h. 8m. 
ordered the helm a-poit to eany this design into effect. 
Beiore, however, the two ships came in contact, the Java’s 
foremast unfortunately fell inboard, passing through the 
forecastle deck, and thereby encumbering the main deck. 
But, by the impetus which she had previously acquired, the 
stump of the eJava’s bowsprit caught the Cocsititution’s mizen- 
rig^ng, and brought her head to wind ; then dropping astern, 
she lay at the mercy of her antagonist. The Americroi 
frigate made good use of her advantage, and sailing round 
the Java, poured in broadside after broadside with tremendous 
effect. At 3h. 30m. Captain Lambert fell mortally wounded 
by a musket- ball in the left breast, and the command of the 
ship devolved on the first lieutenant, Henry Ducie Chads, 
who in gallantry emulated his late noble captain. This officer, 
though painfully wounded, remained at his post, encouraging 
by his example the crew to continue their resistance. The 
latter, though wanting in skill, were not wanting in bravery, 
and far from relaxing their exertions, appeared to increaso 
them as their chance of success receded. At 4h. 5m. the 
Java’s mizenmast fell, and soon afterwards the Constitution 
again ranged up alongside the British ship, but. was received 
with all the warmth of desperation. At 41i. 25m. the Con- 
stitution, having effectually crippled her antagonist, made sail 
ahe.ad out of gun-shot ; and the Java’s crew imaginiiig she 
was about to make off, shouted after her and called to her 
to return. The American frigate having repaired the slight 
injuries she had received aloft, at a little before 6b. took iip' 
a position across the bows of the Java (the crew of which, in 
the meanwhile, had cleared the wreck of her masts, and 
were erecting a jury-mast). Lieutenant Chads, aware that 
to protract the defence would be nothing less than a wanton 
sacrifice of life, ordered the colours to be struck, and at 
fill. P.M., after near four hours’ action, the Java became the 
Constitution’s prize. 

The following is the official return of the Java’s loss : — 
Killed : Charles Jones, Thomas Hammond, and William 
Gascoigne, master’s mates, William Salmond, midshipman, 



414 JAVA AND CONSTITUTION. [ 1812 . ' 

Thomas Joseph Matthias, clerk, t^velve seamen, and four 
marines: total, twnty-one. Wounded: Captain Heniy 
Lambert, Edward Keele,i midshipman, and one seaman 
mortally ; James Humble, boatswain, and four men danger- 
ously ; Captain J. T. Wood (aide-de-camp to Major-General 
Hisloj)), Batty Robinson, master, lieutenant of marines 
David Davies, Charles Keele, Martin Burke, Frederick 
Morten, and William Brown, midshipmen, and forty-five 
sailors, marines/ and boys severely ; Conimander John Mar- 
shall, Lieutenants Henry D. Chads and Jaiiies Saunders, 
James West, midsldpman, and thirty-nine men and boys 
slightly ; total, 103 : grand total, 124. The Java’s damages 
were in keeping with her loss; she was totally dismasted, 
ten of her quarter-deck and forecastle carronades were dis- 
mounted, many of her main-deck guns disabled, all her boats 
destroyed, and her hold half-fiill of water when she surren- 
dered. IsTor had the Constitution, notwithstanding her thick 
sides, escaped without loss : the British official account gives 
ten men Mled ; her fifth lieutenant and four men (mortally), 
the commodore (slightly), and about forty-two of her crew 
wounded. The Java, on examination, was found so much 
damaged, that her captors determined to destroy her ; and 
after removing tlie piisoners, which, as the Constitution had 
only one boat that would swim, was a work of time, the 
Java, on the forenoon of the next day, was set on fire.^ 

There can be little doubt that had the Java, inferior as 
she was in point of 'tiuiteriel, been manned by a crew of 320 

* Tills gallant youth, only thirteen years of age, was not killed out- 
right, but died the next day. The Java was his first ship. He had 
suffered amputation of a leg, and after the action was over, inquired 
anxiously if the ship had struck. Seeing one of the flags spread over 
him, ho liecaine very uneasy ; but being assured that it was BngUsh, he 
was satisfied, 

’ After this liad been effected, ono of the Javans late crew (three of 
whom, to tlieir disgrace, bad already entered on board the Constitution) 
informed Commodore Bainbridge that the prize had an immense quan* 
tity ofspi'vk in lujr hold. Tlie connnod ore’s feelings, on receiving this 
information, caused not a little amusement to the Briti^ officers ; but 
after a time one of them took pity upon him, and relieved his mind by 
assuring him that the cases in question contained, instead of gold or 
silver, only copper- holts. At 8h. p.M. the Java blew up, but without any 
colours hoisted. The (Constitution entered the port of St. Salvador on 
the 3rd of January, 3 SI 3, where the prisoners were all landed. 
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stout, able-bodied, and well-trained seamen, instead of a raw- 
set of men, wanting in everything save animal courage, and 
had the Java been laden less like a store-ship, she would 
have given a very different account cf the Constitution ; 
and, under aU the disadvantageous circumstances, her action 
is one highly creditable to the British navy in general, and 
to the brave officers and men who fought it in particular. 
Rear-Admiral Graham Moore, the president of the court- 
martial which tided Lieutenant Chads and the ship’s com- 
pany for the loss of the J ava, after an honourable acquittal, 
passed the following well-merited eulogium on the former: 
— I have much satisfaction in returning you your sword. 
Had you been an ofBcer who had served in comparative 
obscurity all your life, and never before been heard of, yoiir 
conduct on the present occasion would have been sufficient 
to establish your character as a brave, skilful, and attentive 
officer.” Lieutenant Chads’ conduct r-eceived other honour- 
able testimony by promotion to the rank of commander in 
May, 1813. 

On the IGth of December, the French 40-gun frigate 
Gloire, Captain Roiissin, sailed from Havre on a cruise, and 
on the 18th, at daylight, was discovered by the 18-guii cor- 
vette Albacore, Commander Henry T. Davies, about four 
miles to the westward of which was the 14-gun schooner 
Pickle, l.iieutenant William Figg. The Gloire having, at 
9h. ascertained that the strangers were enemies, hauled 
to the wind on the larboard tack, and made all sail away, 
and Ca|jtain Davies, believing the frigate to be armed en 
immediately pursued, accompaiiiod by the schooner. 
At lOh. 12m. the corvette opened fire on the Gloii'e, which 
the frigate, lioisting her colours, returned ; she then hauled 
up to rake the Albacore, and Captain Davies, being now 
aware of his error, tacked and discontinued tlie action. The 
Aibacore’s rigging was much damaged, and Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Harman was killed, and six men wounded. At Ih. p.m. 
the Albacore was joined by the Pickle, 12-gun bng Borer, 
and 4-gun schooner Landrail, when the pursuit was resumed ; 
but at midnight the Gloire was out of sight. 

On the 29th of Deceanber, the 18-gun brig Royalist, Com* 
mander George Downie, cruising in the Channel, captured 
the French privateer Ruse, for which service the naval 
medal has betm awarded. 
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On tlie 6tli of January, at 21i. p.m., the boats of the 
Havannah, Captain the Honourable George Cadogan, under 
the orders of Lieutenant ATOliam Hambly, attacked and 
carried a French gun-boat, mounting one long 24-pounder, 
and having a crew of thirty-five men, although the enemy 
was fully prepfircd for the attack, and the boat was sup- 
ported by musketry from the shore. Three merchant vessels 
were also brought off Edward Percival, master’s mate, was 
killed, and two seamen wounded. 

On the 6th of January, the boats of the 38-gun frigate 
Bacchante, Captain William Hoste, and 18-gun brig Weasel, 
Commander James Black, being off Otranto, in the Adriatic, 
chased two divisions of gun-boats. The oflSicers employed 
on this service were Lieutenants Donat H. O’Brien, Silas 
T. Hood, and Frank Gostlmg ; Lieutenant of marines Wil- 
liam Haig, and Master’s mates and Midshipmen George 
I^nv€;ll, James McKean, Honourable Henry J. Eous, 
Honourable William Waldegrave, Thomas 0. Hoste, James 
L. Few, and Edwaixl O. Pocock. At 8h. A.M., Lieutenant 
O’Biien, in the Bacchante’s barge, overtook and captured 
the stemmost gun-boat, mounting two guns, and having a 
crew of tliirty-six men ; when, leaving her in the chai-ge of 
Mr. Hoste, lieutenant O’Brien pushed on and captured two 
other boats making oil’ towards the coast of Calabria. Two 
of tlie Weasel’s boats were also despatched, under Lieute- 
nant Thomas Wlialey and James Stewart, midshipman^ and 
another boat from the Bacchante, under Edward Webb, 
masters mate ; and the latter, taking the lead of the other 
two, very gallantly boarded and carried two gun-boats suc- 
cessively, after a determined resistance. Tlie above actions, 
"ogether with two other exploits of Lieutenant O’Brien,^ 
appeared in the Gazette the same day, and that officer was 
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immediately promoted. The medal is granted for the above 
action. 

On the 29th of January, the island of Augusta, in the 
Adriatic, surrendered to a British force, consisting of the 
38-gua frigate Apollo, Captain Bridges W. Taylor, Espe- 
ranza privateer, and four gun-boats, and 250 troops, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kobertson. On the 3rd of February 
Curzola also surrendered to tlxe same force. The Apollo’s 
mainmast was iiiuch cut l>y shot, and her loss from the 
enemy’s fire amounted to two seamen killed and one 
wounded. 

On the 6th of February, the 38-gun frigate Amelia, Cap- 
tain the Honourable Frederick Paid Irby, at 9h. 30m. A.M., 
observed two frigates at anchor off the north ern end of 
Tamara (one of the Isles de Los), on the coast of Africa. 
The strangers were the French 40-guu frigates Arothuse, 
Commodore Bouvet, <and Ilubis, (Captain Olivier, which a 
few days previously had chased the Daring gun-brig, lieu- 
tenant Wdliam B. Pascoe, and forced her to run on shore 
on Tamara to avoid capture, where she was burnt by her 
crew. On the 7th, at noon, a light breeze sprang up from 
the westward, and the Arethu»se on the larboard tack stood 
towards the Am’elia under all sail, when tlie latter made sail 
away, in order to draw the Ar^thuse from her consort. 

At 5h, p.M. the Amelia shortened sail, wore round on the 
starboard tack, and, running under her three topsails, steered 
for the Arothuse, which ship had also shoriened sail. To 
avoid being raked, the Arethuse, at 7h. 20m., tacked to the 
southward. It was a beautiful moouiigld night, and tlic 
light air of wind was scarcely suflieient to cause a ripixlc. 
At 7h, 45 m., just as the Amelia had arrived within pistol- 
shot on the starboard and weather bow of the Ar6thuse, 
intending tq cross her bows, the latter opened hre, which 
was immediately l eturned. After the third broadside, owing 
to the braces having been shot aw-ay, the main -topsai l of tlnx 
Amelia was thrown, aback, and failing in her atteuijxt to 
cross the enemy’s bows, she fell on board tlie ArcHhuse, the 
bumpkin of the latter carrying away part of the Amelia’s 
larboard forecastle bulv ark, and her bowsprit the jil> stay. 
In this situation, the British frigate became exj)osed to a 
heavy fire of musketry and hand grenades, and an attempt 
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was made to board/ wliiclr was repelled by the marines 
under First Lieutenant John Simpson. The Ar6thuse, 
throwing all aback, then dropped clear. The Amelia upon 
this set her stay-sails and endeavoured to get her head 
towards the French ship ; but in attempting again to cross 
her bows, fell on board a second time, and the two ships 
swaiig alongside each other at about 9h. 1 Jm. An endea- 
vour was then made by the crew of the Amelia to lash the 
ships together, but they were unable to do so on account of 
the heavy fire of musketry opened upon them from the deck 
and tops of the Arethuse. Among tliose who fell in trying 
to effect this, were Lieutenants John J, Bates and John 
Pope, and Second Lieutenant of mm*mes Bobci't Gwinn 
Grainger ; and Captain Irby was severely wounded, and 
obliged to leave the deck in command of Lieutenant George 
Wills. The latter officer was shoi*tly afterwards killed ; 
after whom, tbe master, Anthony De Ma3nie, took the com- 
jiiand. The ships at length dropped clear of each other, and 
gradmdly separated, until, at llh. 20m. p.m., they were out 
of gun-shot of each other. 

The Amclia^s masts and yards were badly wounded, and 
slie was much shattered in hull. Of 205 men, thirty boys, 
.and fifty-four supernumeraries (part of the Daring’s crew', 
and some inveilids), she had the throe lien tenants, and second 
lieutenant of marines (already named). Lieutenant Pascoe, 
of the Daring, Charles Kennicott, midsliipman, John Bogue, 
purser of the Thais, twenty-nine seamen, seven marines, and 
three boys killed; Captain Irby (severely), Lieutenant of 
marines John Simpsoii, John Collman, purser, Boatswain 
John Parkinson, Edward Kobinson, George A Bix, Thomas 
D. Buckle, George T. Gooch, and Arthur Beever, mid- 
shipmen, fifty-six seamen (two moi'tally), twentyffive marines 
(three mortally), and thi'ec boys wounded. Total : fifty-one 
killed and mortally wounded, and ninety severely and 
slightly wounded. 

The Arethuse also suffered severely in hull and masts, 
and of 375 men, had thirty-one killed and seventy^four 
wounded. 

The Amelia and Ar6thiise, in point of tonnage and arma- 
ment, met upon oqiial terms. TTie crew of the Amelia, 
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however, was unfit to cope, with the fresh and vigorous ci^ew 
of the Ar^thuse, comprising the veiy flower of the French 
navy. The latter ship had only just arrived from an 
Eui'opean port, the former had been nearly tw^o years under 
the influence of the most debilitating dimate in the world; 
Had the Amelia sufiered less than she did in her action, the 
propriety of seeking a renewal of the engagement, in the 
presence of a second frigate of equal force to the ^etliuse, 
would have been questionable, for it must be remembered 
that Captain Irby was not at that time aw-are that the 
Kubis had been placed hors de combat by getting aground. 
On the whole, this action gives evidence of great bravery 
and skill on both sides, and no blame can reasonably 
attach to Captain Irby, his officers or crew. The fall of the 
officers and the captain’s woimds were untowaid events, 
which have an effect even upon the best of crews ; and 
although the meeting temiinated in a drawn battle, it is, 
notwithstanding, highly honourable to the Britisli navy. 

At daylight on the 8th the frigates were becalmed about 
five miles apart, and on the breeze springing up, the 
Amelia having bent new sails, put before it for Madeira 
and England ; and the Ai'ctliuso stood back to the Isles de 
Los to rejoin her consort. 

On the 2nd of Februaiy, the IS-gun corvette Kingfisher, 
Commander Ewell Trittoii, discovered near Melara several 
trabacolos, and tliere being at the time very little wind, two 
boats,' under Lieutenant George W. Palmer and John 
Waller, gunner, w^ero despatched in chase, which, after a 
row of five hours, captured one vessel, and drove on shore 
and destroyed five others, on the island of Corfii. Tlie loss 
in the Kingfisher’s boats amoxuited to two killed and seven 
severely wounded. 

On the =8th of February, nine boats from tlie frigates 
[Maidstone, Eelvidera, Junon, and Btatira, Captains George 
BiiJrdett, Kichard Byron, James Sanders, and Hassard Stack- 
poole, under command of Lieutenant Kelly Kazer, of the 
former shij), attacked tlie United States (i-gun schooner 
Lottery, in the Chesapeake. After a most detei'mined 
resistance, the privateer was boarded and carried. The 
American captaiii^(John Southcomb) was mortally Avouiided; 
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cigliteen, out of a crew of twenty-eight men, were killed 
or wounded. The Biitish had one man killed and five 
’vs'ounded. . 

During the month of Fehruaiy, the 74-'gun sliips San 
Domingo and Marlborough, with the Maidstone and Statira 
frigates, and Fan tome, Comniarider John Lawrence, brig, 
under the orders of Admiral Sir John B. Warren and Itear- 
Admii'al Cleorge Oockburn, arrived off the North Ameiican 
coast. In April they entered the Chesapeake, and on the 
3i‘d chased four large armed schooners into the river Bappa- 
lianuock. It falling ctilm, the boats of the squadron were 
despatched in pursuit, and, after rowing fifteen miles, the 
tour schooners were discovered : which were the Arab, of 
seven guns and forty-five men ; Lynx, of six guns and forty 
men ; Bacer, of six guns and thirty-six men ; and Doij)hiii, 
'if twelve guns and ninety-eight xnen, drawm uj) in Ih e 
ahead. The boats were under the command of Lieutenan\i 
James Polkinghorne, of the San Domingo; Matthew Lid- 
don, of the Maidstone ; George C. TJrmston and James 
Scott, of the Marlborough ; and George Bishop, of the 
Statira. The Marlborough’s boats being in advance, were 
tlie first to board the enemy, and five boats had performed 
the principal part of the service before the remainder were 
able to close. The four vessels were captured after a 
desperate st niggle. The loss amounted to two men killed ; 
and Ueutenants Polkinghorne and William A. Brand, ^ 
Lieutenant of marines William B. Flint, John Sleigh, mid- 
shipman, and seven seamen and marines were wounded. The 
Americans had six men killed and ten wounded. The 
captured vessels were fine scliooners, meiisuring from 200 to 

* Mr. Brand was a.t this time a master’s mate passed eleven years, and 
wliile on a shooting excursion had been unfortunate in losing his left 
hand. Ilis anxiety for promotion and zeal for the service, liowevcr, in- 
duced him to volunteer on this occasion, and, after much persuasion, he 
was permitted to go. While steering his boat, a musket-ball from one 
of the schooners passed through his remaining arm : Lieutenant Flint 
was wounded at tlie same time, and being unable to bo«ard, they re- 
mained in the boat, which, after the crew had quitted her, went adrift. 
The amputation of Mr. BraiuPs right arm was rendered necessary, Tliis 
lirave olficer was immediately promoted by the commander-in-chief, and 
lus acting order dated liack prior to the time of the action, from which 
circumstance Mr. Brand appeared in the official jotter a.9 a lieutenant, 
and was pensioned accordingly. Lieutenant Brand died in 1816. 
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325 tons each ; and two, tinder the names of Shelburne and 
Musquedobit, were added as 14- gun schooners to the British 
navy. 

On the 24th of Febnmty, the United States 20-gun cor- 
vette Hornet (eighteen 32-ponnder carronades and two long 
twelves), Captain James Lawrence, discovei*ed the British 
18-gun brig Espiegle, Commander John Taylor, at anchor 
off the bar of the Demerara river. At 3h. SOni. while 
beating round Cape Caroband to get at the Espiegle, the 
Hornet got sight of the 18-gun brig Poacobk (sixteen 
24-pouBder carronades and two long sixes), Commander 
Wiiliam Peake, which had only left the amdiorage of the 
Espiegle at lOh. a.m. At 4h. 20m. p.m. the Peacock bore 
down upon the Hornet, and hoisted her colours ; and at 51i. 
the Hornet came round on the starljoard tack and also 
hoisted her coloui's. At 5h. 25m., tlie corvette and brig, 
passing on opposite tacks, exchanged broadsides. The I^ca- 
cock then 'wore round under tlie stern of the Hornet, and 
engaged her to leeward ; but, after receix^ing the I^eacoek’s 
broadside, the Ilornet bore up and ran ber on board on the 
starboard quarter. In this position tlie Hornet ke]>t up 
sucli a destructive fire, that, at 5h. 50nL, having her com- 
mandet* killed, six feet water in her hold, and her hull and 
irifists cut to j)ieccs, the lk;acock hoisted in her fore-rigging 
an ensign with the union downw'ards, as a signal of distress.^ 
Shortly afterwards her mainmast went by the board. Both 
vesseds Avere immediately anchored, and eviuy exertion was 
used to sa ve the Peacock ; but the efforts of both crew's 
were unavailing, and in a fcAv iniuntes she sank in live 
fathoms water, carrying with her thirteen men, only four of 
whom were rescued. 

Of her crew of 110 men, the Peacock lost hei’ commander 
and four seamen killed ; her master, one midshipman, the 

‘ The Peacock had long been the admii-ation of her numerous visitors^ 
for the tasteful arrangement of her deck, and had obtained in con- 
sequence tlie name of the yacht. The l>reechiiigs of the caiTonades were 
lined [covered] with white canvass, the shot-lockers [sliot-racks ? j shifted 
from their usual |>laces, and nothing could exceed in brilliancy the 
polish upon the traversing bars and elevating screws. If carronades in 
gfiiieral as mounted in tiie British .service, are lialile to turn in-board, 
or to upset, what must have been the state of the Peacock’s carrona/iei 
after the first broadside I— James. 
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carpenter, captam*s clerk, and twenty-i^ne men wounded. 
The B'ornet received some trifling damage in her spars ; 
and, out of 1G3 men and boys, had one man killed and two 

slightly wounded. V 

On the 26tli of February, in the morning, the 32-guii 
frigate Thames, Captain Cliarles Napier, and 3 f>~gun Mgate 
Furieuse, Captain William Moiihsey, having on board the 
second battalion of tbe 10th foot, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coflin, entered the nai'row channel leading to the harbour of 
the island of Ponza, on the coast of Naples, and after ex- 
changing a few broadsides with the batteries, the fngates 
anchored close to the mole-head. A flag of truce was then 
held oxit by the gov^ernor, and the island on the same day 
surrendered to the anus of his Britannic majesty. 

On the 18th of March, the boats of the Ilndaunted, Cap- 
tain Thomas IJssher, proceeded to board a tartan, under the 
battery of Carri, near Marseilles. The boats were cotn- 
manded by Lieutenant Aaron Tozer, assisted by acting Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Balkeld, the master, Itobert Clennan, and* 
Lieutenant of marines Harry Hunt. The party landed, 
destroyed the batteiy, and brought out the tartan in the 
face of a largo body of troops strongly posted. Two men 
were killed and one wounded. On the 3()tli, the Undaunted 
being joined by the Volontaire, Cap bain the Honourable 
George G. Waldegrave (the senior oflicer), and 18 -gun brig 
Bedwing, Commander Sir John G. Sinclair, an attack was 
made upon a convoy in the harbour of Morgion, between 
Marseilles and Toulon. The ex|)edition was commanded by 
Lieutenant Isaac Shaw, of the 'Volontaire, assisted by Lieu- 
tenant .Dey Eichai'd Syer, Lieutenants of marines William 
Burton and Hunt, and Christopher W yvill, midshipman. On 
the 31st, in the morning, a landing was made at’Souiion, where 
two batteries, garrisoned with forty ti'oops, were taken, and 
the guns thrown into the sea or spiked. Lieutenant Dey 
Bichard Syer ca23tured eleven vessels and destroyed others. 


^ Tliu following is the comparative force of the comhatants, furnished 
by Mr. James z — 


Broadside guns | * 

Crew No. . 

Tons... 
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. 10 9 

. 297 192 

. 162 no 

, 460 386 
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On the 2nd of May^ the Repulse, Captain Eobei't H. Mou- 
bray, having joined, despatched 100 marines under Captain 
Michael Eimis, along with the marines of the other ships, to 
destroy some newly-erected works near Morgion. The boats 
of the vsquadron were still under Lieuten?xnt Shaw, and co vered 
by the guns of the Redwing. The marines drove a body of 
French troops to the heights, and kept them in check while 
six laden vessels were seciircd, and the batteries, gun-car- 
riages and a 13 -inch mortar destroyed. Lieutenant Shaw 
and three men were wounded, and two men killed. Sir 
John Sinclair was promoted in June following, and lieu- 
tenant Shaw in Augiist ; and the naval medal has beeir 
granted for the service. 

On the 22nd of Apiil, the 18-giin brig Weasel, Com- 
mander J arnes Black, chased a convoy and ten heavy gun- 
boats in the Bay of Boscalina. At 5h. 30m. a.m. the 
gun-boats anchored in line about a mile from tlie sliore, and 
hoisted French colours. At Gh. the Weasel anchored 
within pistol-shot' of them, and a furious cannonade began, 
which was kept up until Gh. 20Tri., when the gun-boats' 
cables were cut, and the vessels ran closer in, when they 
again opened their tire. The Weasel stood in after them 
and renewed the action, but was now exposed in addition to 
cannon and musketry from the shore. Before lOh. three of 
the boats had surrendered, two more were driven on shore, 
and one was sunk. The remainder were supported by four 
others, which took a position outside the brig, but from 
which they were soon driven, and, joining tlie remaining 
four, the %vhole retired under shelter of a neck of land, from 
whence they kept up a very destructivo fire, with little 
intermission, tintil Gh. 30m. p.m. The brig was in conse- 
quence veiy much cut up, having her masts badly wounded, 
and her |mll .shot in several places. After dark, Captain 
Black sent a pariy in the boats and destroyed the gun-boats 
wliich had been driven on shore, together with eight sail of 
the convoy, bringing away their anchors, by means of which 
the Weasel, by daybreak next morning, wa*s w'aqjed from 
her periious situation. Commander Black was promoted for 
this action, and the naval medal has been £iwarded to the 
participators. 

On the 28th of Aprif the boats of the Marlborough, 
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Maidstone, Dragon, Statira, Dolpldii, Fantome, Mohawk, 
Highflyer, and Facer, imder Commander John Lawrence, 
and Lieutenant George A. Westphal, and personally com- 
manded by Rear-Admiral George Cockbnrn, effected a land- 
ing at French Town, on the Chesapeake. The expedition 
was accompanied by the Fantome and Mohawk, and three 
ten dors. Attached to it were 150 marines under Captains 
Marmaduke Wybourn and Thomas Garter, and fiye ar- 
tillerymen under Lieutenant F. David Hoberison, The 
enemy's public stores were destroyed, but private property 
invariably respected. The plfice, though defended by a 0-gun 
battery and a large body of militia, tell an easy prey to the 
British. The expedition on its return from this service was 
flred at from Havre de Grace, a \illage on the west side of 
the Susquehana, and learning tliat a large foundry for can- 
non was established there, an attack was made on the night 
of the 2nd of May. The foundry wfis destroyed, together with 
live long 24-pounders mounted for its protection, twenty- 
eiglit long 32-pounders ready for use, and twelve other guns in 
the boring-house. Another division of boats destroyed five 
vessels and a large store of flour up the Susquehana. Lieu- 
tenant Westpliai was j)romoted for this service, and all 
engaged in it are entitled to the naval medal. 

in narrating the tln*ee preceding British and American 
frigate actions, enough has been shown to prove the dis- 
advantages under wliicli the British laboured. We have 
now to record the result of the meeting of two frigates of 
equal force ; and one more gratifying to British feeling is 
not to be met with. In the month of March, the 18-poimder 
3 8 -gun frigates Shannon and Teiiedos, Captains Philip Bowes 
Yere Broke and Hyde Paiker, Sixiled from Halifax, on a 
cruise in Boston Bay, in search of some of the far-famed 
frigates ; and on the 2nd of April these ships reconnoitred 
the harbour of Boston, in whicli the President and Congress 
were lying, ready for sea. These frigates were block^ed 
for some time by the Shannon and Tenedos ; but the former, 
availing themse]ve.s of a continuance of foggy weather, eluded 
tlie vigilance ( the British frigates, and put to sea. 

There then i-emained in Boston two other frigates~the 
Constitution, undergoing extensive alterations, and the 
18-pounder 38-gun frigate Chesapealce. Captain Broke, by 
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way of offering to inducemetit to the latter to come out and 
engage the ShannoB, ordered the Tenedos to part company, 
and not to rejoin liini miiil the 14th of June, by which time 
it was hoped that something would haTO been decided. The 
Shannon continued cruising alone in Boston Bay duiing 
the month of May, capturing and destroying all the vessels 
she fell in withj Captain Broke not choosing to weaken his 
crew by manning them. On the 29th of May the Shannon 
fell in with a privateer, from which she received an addition 
to her crew of twenty-two Irish labourers. * 

Having received no answer to sevenil verbal messages, 
repeatedly sent to the captain of the Chesapeake, and being 
doubtful of their having been delivered, Captain Broke 
resolved upon such a course as could not fail of conveying 
his sentiments. He accordingly addressed the following 
letter to the Chesapeake’s captain : — 

As the Chesapeake appears now ready for sea, I request 
you will do xne tlie favour to meet the Shannon with her, 
ship to ship, to try the fortune of our respective flags. The 
Shannon mounts twenty -four guns upon her broadside and 
one light boat-gun ; 1 8-pounders xipoii her main deck, and 
32-pounder caiTonades upon her quai*ter-deck and forecastle ; 
and is manned with a complement of 300 men and boys, 
besides thirty seamen, boys, and passengers, who were taken 
out of 1*ecaptured vessels lately. I entreat yoxi, sir, not to 
imagine that I am urged hy mere pei'soiial vanity to the wish 
of meeting the Chesapeake, or that I depend only u])on your 
personal ambition for your acceding to this invitation. We 
have both noble motives. You will feel it as a compliment, 
if I say that the result of our meeting may be the most 
grateful service I can render to my country ; and I doubt 
not that you, equally confident of success, will feel convinced 
that it is only by repeated triumphs in cojnhaU tliat 
yotir little navy can now hope to console your country for 
the loss of that trade it can no longer protect. Favour me 
with a speedy reply. We are shoi*t of provisions and water, 
and cannot stay long here.” 

The above letter was sent in by a discharged prisoner, but 
it is believed never to have reached the Chesapeake ; for 
shortly after it had been despatched, the Shannon stood close 
into Boston lighthouse, and hove to wdth colours flying; 
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and at about thirty minutes past noon Captaiii Broke, 
while the crew were below at dinner, went Mmself to the 
masthead to watch the moyements of the Chesapeake, and 
had the pleasure to see that ship sheet home her topgallant- 
sails, and make sail out bf the harbour with a fair wind. At 
five minutes before Ih. P.M., Cape Ann bearing north-north- 
east, distant ten or twelve miles, the Shannon filled and 
stood otF shore under her topsails; soon after which the 
Chesapeake, commanded by the best officer the American 
navy could boast — Captain James LaAvrence, who had lately 
been successful in sinking the Peacock — rounded Boston 
lighthouse under all sail. The frigate was accompanied by a 
number of pleasure-boats containing parties desirous of Wit- 
nessing the operation of ^‘ whipping a British frigate.” The 
two frigates continued to stand out till 4h. 50m., when the 
Chesapeake took in her studding-sails and topgallant-sails, 
and sent down her royal-yards. 

At oh. 10m., Boston lighthouse bearing west, distant 
about eighteen miles, the Shannon rounded to under her 
topsails, topgallant-sails, jib, and spanker, with her head to 
the southward; and fifteen minutes afterwards the Chesa.- 
peake hauled up her foresail, and steered a direct course for 
the starboard quarter of the Shannon. Flags were <iisplayed 
at the foie and mken-mast heads and in the main rigging, 
which it was vainly hoped would have the effect of 5amping 
the ardour of the Bliaimon’s crew. At the fore was a large 
white fiag, beai'ing tlie motto, ^‘Sailors’ rights and free 
TRADE,” and at the mizen, peak, and in the starboard main 
rigging, the stars and stripes w^ere displayed in all the pomp 
imaginable. Tlie Shannon afforded to tliis display a singular 
contrast. Her sides, for a length of time untouched by a 
paint-bnisli, apx)eared to much disadvantage when compared 
with the bright sides of the Chesapeake; and instead of 
being bedecked with flaunting ensigns, a small union-jack at 
the fore, a rusty old blue ensign at the gaff-end, and anotlier 
on the main-stay, formed the only additions to her usual sea 
equipage. The good order which reigned within, however, 
was a matter of much : more consequence than outside 
show; 

At 5h. 40in. the Chesapeake gallantly luffed to upon the 
Shannon’s starboard and weather quarter, with her main- 
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topsail to tlie mast, at the distance of about fifty yards, ker 
crew giving three cheers. The Shaiiiion’s guns were loaded 
in. the following manner :-^theL aftemost gun on the main 
deck containe<l two round shot and a keg of 150 musket- 
balls ; the next gun, one round and one double-headed shot, 
and so on alternately with every gun on the main deck. 
The captain of the fourteenth gun on the main deck, William 
Mindham, received orders to fire as soon as his gun would , 
bear upon the Chesapeake’s second port from forward ; and 
this order he impBcitly obeyed. At 5h. 50m. the gun was 
fired, and the shot was observed to take effect within a trifle 
of the spot pointed out. Every gun upon the broadside was 
fired with equal correctness of aim. The Chesape^ike re- 
turned the fire, but with much less effect. At e5h. 53m. the 
Chesapeake, from the way through the water she had 
previously acquired, gradually forged ahead of the Shannon, 
and -to prevent this luffed up a little. At this moment her 
jib-sheot and fore-topsail-tie being cut by shot, the Chesa- 
peake flew up in tlie wind, and immediately became exposed 
to a most gailiiig fire. The battle was from this moment 
decided. 

Captain Brok(v observing some indications of a meditated 
escape, at a little before 6h, ordered the Shannon’s helm 
a-lee, to grapple vAth and board the Chesapeake ; but 
immediately iift^rrwards, seeing that the latter had stem 
way, and that slie was paying round off, he ordered the helm 
hard a-starboard, and tlie mizen-topsail to be shivered. This 
was scarcely done when the Chesapeake fell foul of the 
Shannon, her la i board quarter abreast the gangway of her 
antagonist. She then forged ahead a little ; but the spare 
anchor of the Shannon entering the Chesajiejiike’s after-port 
on the quarter-deck, held her fast. Captain Broke imme- 
diately ran forward, and, finding that the Americans were 
quitting their gl^n^s, ordered the ships to be lashed together, 
and the boarders to be called. While zealously endeavouring 
to perfoim the first order, Mr. Stevens, the boatswain, re- 
ceived some severe sabre-cuts, and was mortally wounded 
by musketry ; and Mr. Samwell, the forecastle mate, w^as 
also mortally wounded. A t two minutes past 6h., Captain 
Broke, at the head of not more than twenty men, stepped fixmi 
the rail of the waist-hammock netting to the muzzle of the 
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affcer-carronade of the Ghejsapeake, and sprang froin thence 
upon her quaiiier-deek.^ H neither officer nor man wa 
visible. Some twenty or thirty men, assembled in her gang- 
ways, made a slight resistance, but fled forward upon the 
approach of the British. They wei'e pursued with eagerness, 
but so great was tlie panic which had seized the American^, 
that tlioy tumbled over one another in endeavouring to 
descend the fore-ladders, and some, it is believed, fled over 
the hows, and either crept in at the bow-poits, or fell over- 
board inithe attempt. The remainder laid down their arms. 
Captain Broke was quickly followed by J ieutenants G. T. L. 
Watt and CTiai-les Leslie Falkiner, and the main-deck 
hoarders. The former was shot through the foot from the 
(Chesapeake’s mizen-top, as ho was in the act of boarding. 
Lieutena.nt J ohn Law, with fui*tlier reinforcements, followed ; 
and an atteirqjt on the part of the Americans to regain the 
quarter-deck failed. 

A destructive Are was, however, still kept up from the 
main and mizen tops of the (Chesapeake ; and this gave rise 
to an act of great bravery on tlie part of William Smith, 
irudshipinan, who was stationed in the Shannon’s fore-top. 
This gallant officer, a very powerful young man, passing 
along the fore* yard, succeeded, at the head of his five men, 
in boarding the iThesapeake’s main-top, and quickly killed or 
drove below every man of the pairty. The mizeii-top was 
also cleared by Hugh Cosnalian, the midshipman stationed 
in the Shannon’s main-top. 

In the meanwhile occasional fighting was carried on upon 
deck ; but those on the forecastle having submitted, Captain 
Broke sent most of his pai*ty aft, where some opposition was 
still continued. About a minute or so before Mr. Smith’s 
successful exploit, Captain Broke was in the act of giving 
orders to silence tlie fire from the enemy’s tops, when the 
sentry, who had been placed in charge of the men that had 
surrendered, called out loudly to the captain, who, on turn- 
ing round, found himself attacked by three Americans. 
Finding they were superior in number to the British, these 
men had resumed their arms ; and as Captain Broke turiied 
round, he parried the pike presented by the middle one of 
the three with his sword, and wounded him in the face, but 
at the same instant received a violent blow from the butt- 
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end of a miidret, wHcii bared liis skull, and nearly stimned 
liim. The tMrd rnan cut at the captain mth a sabre, and 
brought him do^ ; and in a few seconds he must have 
been killed, when William Mindham, who lias already been 
mentioned, with a blow from his cutlass, felled the man to 
the deck. Two or three of the British were also killed or 
wounded by the Americans wrho had previously accepted 
quarter ; and it cannot cause surprise if all concerned in the 
proceeding fell betbre the indignant Britons who rushed to 
their captain’s rescue. 

While Captain Broke was having his head tied up with a 
handkerchief, Mindham, looking aft, pointed to the exchange 
of colours, which denoted the Chesapeake’s surrender. This, 
however, was attended with a veiy unfortunate loss. lieu- 
tenant Watt having procured an English ensign from the 
Shannon, after hauling down the American flag, bent both 
on to the halyards, intending to hoist the British above the 
American ; but the halyards being foul, tlio American flag 
became the uppermost. This was instantly perceived from 
the Shannon s quarter-deck ; and as the two ships had 
separated a little, owing to tlie quarter -galleiy of the Chesa- 
peake having given way, the idea that the British had been 
unsuccessful occuri’cd, and tlie firing recommenced. The 
mistake in the flags being discovered almost immediately, 
w’-as of course rectified, and the Shannon’s firing ceased, but 
not until Lieutenant Watt and four or five of his men were 
killed. 

The Americans had now entirely fled to the lower deck ; 
but, opening a fire from thence, a Bntish marine was killed, 
upon which Lieutenant Ealkiner ordered a few muskets to 
be fired amongst them, and all further opposition ceased. 
Captain Broke soon afterw'ards fainted from loss of blood, 
and was conveyed on board the Shannon in the jolly-boat. 
The short space of eleven minutes only had elapsed bet\veeii 
firing the first gun and the boarding ; and in four minutes 
more the Chesapeake was the Shannon’s prize. 

The damages of the Shannon were trifling. A few shot 
had struck and passed through her hull, and her lower masts 
and shrouds were badly wounded, and much cut. Out of 

306 men and twenty-four boys, her loss was as follows: 

Lieutenaiit George Topliam Lawiye Watt, George Aldham, 
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purser, John Dunn, clerk, seventeetL seamen and boys, and 
four marines killed | Gaj)tain Broke (severely), the bbats’vmin 
(mortally), John Sam well, master’s mate, and Miy-six men 
wounded. Total: twenty-four killed and fifty-nine wounded. 
The Chesapeake, in her short action, had received much 
damage ; two of her main-deck guns and one on the quaiter- 
deck were disabled, and much injury had been done to the 
slides and carriages of others: her three lower masts weie 
badly wounded, and the standing rigging was much cut; 
Her loss in killed and wounded was very severe : her fourth 
lieutenant, master, one lieutenant of marines, three midship- 
men, and forty-one men were killed ; and Captain Lawrence 
and his first lieutenant (both mortally), second and third 
lieutenants, cha|:)lain, five midshipmen, boatswain (mortally), 
and ninety-five men wounded. Total : forty-seven killed and 
106 woundt^d, fourteen mortally. The above does not in- 
clude the slightly wounded ; and the Chesapeake’s surgeon, 
in a letter written at Halifax, estimated the killed and 
wounded at from 160 to 170,^ 

A few remarks only m reference to this brilliant action 
are necessary. The crew of tlie Shannon had been five years 
together, commanded by the same captain, and it is only 
doing them justice to say that they were a gallant and well- 
disdplmed ship’s company ; but the majority of the crew 
of the Chesapeake had also been together for two years and 
Towards, and in point of bone and muscle were as fine a set 
of men as the United States could furnish. Eleven-twelfths 
were Americans ; so that a fairer opportunity for trying their 
strength could not have been desii'ed. James, after most 
tUligently investigating the ai'mjxment of the two frigates, 
thus sums up the comparative force of the combatants : — 

Broadside guns 

Crew (men only) 

Size 

Proving without a doubt that whatever supeiiority in point 
f force existed, was entirely in favour of the Americans. 

* Some six or eight months antecedent to this battle a song was x>ub- ‘ 


SUANiVON. CHESAPEAKE. 

iNo 25........ 25 

Iba 538 590 

No 300........ 376 

Tons .. 1,066 1,135 
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Tke CJkesapeake, ia charge of the Snannon’s third lien- 
tenant, FalMner, hayiiig effected the necessary repairs, in 
company >vith her captor proceeded to Halifax, where both 
arrived on the 6th of June. They were received with the 
heartfelt congratulations and loud cheers of the inhabitants 
and ctews of the shijis lying in the hai-bour. Captain Law^ 
i^nce, in praise of whose bravery too much cannot be said, 
died two days previotisly of his wounds, and Captain Broke, 
in the most preearious state, was removed to the house of 
Captain the Honourable Philip Wodehouse, the commissioner. 
Lieutenants Provo William Parry Wallis and Charles Leslie 
Falkiner were both promoted to the rank of commander; 
and the following o&cers were highly commended in the 
official letter : viz. Henry G. Etough, acting master, Lieu- 
tenants of marines James Johns and John Law, and William 
Smith, Hugh Cosnahan, John Samwell, Henry Martin Leake, 
Douglas Clavering, George Kaymond, and David Littlejohn, 
midshipmen ; Mr. A Idham, purser, and Mr. Dunn, clerk, 
which two latter were killed at the head of the small-arm 
men. The acting master and Mr. Smith were in conse- 
quence promoted to be lieutenants. Mr. Cosnahan had been 
promoted on the 25th of March previous to the action. The 
Chesapeake’s late captain was buried at Halifax with all the 
honours which could be paid him, and was followed to the 
grave by all the naval captains in the port. Captain Broke 
was raised to the dignity of a baronetcy, and presented with 
the gold medal. The naval medal has been recently awarded 
to the participators. 

On the 12th of June, the boats of tlie 32-gun frigate 
Narcissus, Captain John It. Jiumley, under the command 
of Lieutenant John Gririe, with Lieutenant of marines 
Patrick Savage, were sent up York Liver in the Chesapeake, 
to attack the United States schooner Surveyor, mounting 
six 12-pounder caiTonades, but having on board only sixteen 
men. The vessel was boarded and earned in the face of 

lialiod in the Naval Chronicle, vol. xxviii. page 422, which contained the 
following prophetic verso :* — 

And as the war they did provoke, 

We’U jjay them with our cannon • 

The first to do it will be Broke, 

In the gallant ship the Shannon** 
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a severe fire of musketry ; but in obtaimng tbis victory th 
British had three men killed and six wounded. The defence 
of the American vessel was so gallant, that Lieutenant 
Cririe returned the American captain his s^vord, paying him 
many compliments. 

On the 12th of June, at daylight, Captain Hoste, in the 
Bacchante, having discovered a convoy under the town of 
Gela Nova, on the coast of Abruzza, despatched the boats 
under Lieutenants Silas T. Hood, Frank Gostling, and Edward 
Webb (acting), Liexitenauts of marines Charles Holmes and 
William Haig, and William L. Bees, James Bo’we, Thomas 
E. Hoste, Thomas Farewell Honourable W. Waldegrave, 
Thomas W. Langton, James McKean, and Samuel Rich- 
ardson. The enemy s force consisted of seven gun-boats, 
mounting each one long 18-})ounder, three carrying each a 
4 -pounder, and fourteen KStul of merchant vessels, mostly 
armed ; besides which the shore was lined by troops, having 
two field-j)ieces. As the boats advanced, they were exposed 
to a heavy fire of grape and musketry ; but the gun-boats 
were boarded in the most gallant manner, and the marines 
having landed, drove the troops from the beach, and captured 
the two field-pieces, wdiich they destroyed. The British loss 
on this occasion amounted to two seamen and one marine 
killed, and five seamen and one marine wounded. 

On the 23rd of June, the boats of the 32-gim frigate 
Castor, Captain Charles Hilkes, under Lieutenants Bassett 
Jones Loveless and Edwyn Francis Stanhope, boarded and 
brought out from under the protection of a strong fort on 
the coast of Catalonia tlie French privateer Fortuiae, The 
privateer mounted two guns, and two swivels, and had a 
crew forty-eight in number. The loss in the Castor s boats 
amounted to four killed and nine wounded. 

On the 11th of July, the 18-gun brigs Contest and 
Mohawk, Commanders J ames Rattray and the Honourable 
Henry D. Byng, chased the United States schooners Scor- 
pion and Asj), at the entrance of the Yeocoinico River, and 
having anchored ofi’ the bar, a boat from each brig was sent 
to attack them, under Lieutenants Roger C. Curry and 
William Hutcliinson, in wliich were also George Money, 
J ohn Bradford, and Caleb E. Tozer, midsliipmen. After 
a row of four miles, the boats boarded the Asp, mounting 
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one long IB-pounder^ two 18-poun<ier carronades, and 
swivels, ianled close to the beach, where she was protected 
by a large body of militia. After a vigorous resistance, in 
wliich the British had two men kiih>d, and lieutenant 
Curry and five men wounded, the vessel was carried. The 
Anieiican lieutenant was killed, and nine of his crew, of 
twenty-five men, were either killed or woUnded. 

On the 12th of July a landing was effected at Ocracoke. 
The expedition was commanded in chief by Captain Ross, 
of the Albion, One division consisted of fast-rowing boats, 
under Lieutenant George A. Westphal. Captain David 
Paterson, of the Fox, commanded the flat and heavier boats, 
and Couunander Henry L. Baker, of the Conflict, the armed 
tenders and small vessels. On rounding a point of the bay, 
a brig and schooner opened fire, upon wdiich . Lieutenant 
Westphafs division, covered by rockets, fired under the 
direction of Captain Russel, R.A., attacked and captured 
them. The prizes were the Anaconda brig, of eighteen long 
9 -pounders, and a letter of marque schooner mounting ten 
guns. The Anaconda was comniissioiHjd, and the command 
of her given to her gallant captor, whose commander’s com- 
mission was dated four days previous to the cjiipture. 

On the 2 9 til of July, the 18-gmi corvette Martin, Coin- 
mander Humphrc^y F. Senhouse, having grounded on Crow’s 
Shoal, Delav'are Bay, was attaciked by ten heavily -armed 
American gun-boats. Finding the caiTonades would not 
reach the enemy, Captain Senhouse, though despairing of 
saving his vessel, resoi*ted to the expedient of mounting the 
two iong nines on the top-gallant forecastle and poop, 
with which he succeeded in keeping the enemy at bay for 
nearl^r two hours. At 2h. P.M., the boats of the Jurioti 
having arrived to her assistance, they, with the Martin’s 
boats, under the command of Lieutenant Philip West} >hal, 
jiroceeded to the attack of the gun-boats; and, although 
warmly receiye<i, succ<3eded in boarding and capturing one 
of them, but not wdthoiit sustaining the loss of three men 
killed and four wounded. The remaining vessels, though of 
a very powerful description, made off and re-entered the 
river. The above action was witnessed by hundreds of 
American citizens, to whom it must have been a mortifying 
right. 

yoL. 11 . 2 F 
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On the 3th of August, tho 14-guii ischooner' Domimca, 
Xtieutenant George W. Barrett^ having under convoy the 
Princess Charlotte packet, when off the southern coast cf the 
United States, fell in with the Frahco-Ameiican privateer 
schooner Decatur, mounting six 12-'pounder oari’onades and 
one long 18-pounder on a pivot cariiage, commanded by the 
notorious Dommique Diron. 

The Decatur, after cannonading with her long gun, gra- 
dually closed from to windward, and made two ineSectual 
attempts to board. At length the Decatur ran her jib-boom 
tlirougli the Dominica’s main-sail, when the French crew 
boarded. The British, overj)owered by numbers, but Imving 
made a desperate resistance, in which Lieutenant BaiTotte 
was killed, surreiiflered. Out of fifty-seven men and nine 
boys, the Dominica had her commander, Isaac Sacker, 
master', David Brown, pui'ser, William Archer and William 
Parry, midshipmen, and tliirteen seamen and boys killed, 
and forty-seven wounded, being only one short of the whole 
number on board. The Decatur commenced the action 
Mrith 120 men, of wdiom four were killed and fifteen 
wounded. The packet remained perfectly neutral during 
the action, and when ft was over tacked and stood to the 
southward. 

The Americans, unable to contend with the squadrons of 
Great Britain on the ocean, endeavoured to harass the 
Canadas by a naval force on the I.akes Ontario, Eiie, and 
iliiron, where the British force was siiuill, ill manned and 
inefficiently commanded. In October, 1812, the command 
of the United States squadron on the lakes was given to 
Oommodoi’e Isaac Gliauncey. The squadron tlien comprised 
six lai’ge schotmers, together mounting forty-eight long guns, 
including several 24 and 32-pounders, and was manned with 
300 American seamen. By the mojith of April, lS13,fthis 
squadron was , increased to ten vessels, with wiiich Comino- 
dore Chauncey sailed to York, where a ship building for the 
British was burnt by the Canadians to jU'event her falling 
into the enemy’s hands.’ Matters were in this state, wfiien, 
in May, Caj)tain Sir James Lucas Yeo, who had been ap- 
point-f^d to oonimand the sqiiadron on the I^tkes, arri ved at 
Quebec, liaving with him four commanders, eight lieutenants, 
twenty four midshipmen, and 450 picked sCameii, who had 
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been sent out by the BritisH government. Sir frames and lus 
party were not long in reacliing tlie scene of bis future eoin-* 
mand, and in less than a month succeeded in getting ready 
for service two small ships, one brig, three schooners, and 
some gun-boats ; and after some unnecessary delay, caused 
by Lieutenant-General Sir George Bre vest, a landing was 
effected at Sackett’s Harbour on the 29th of May, where 
one ship was burnt on the stocks, and where much more 
would have been effected had not Sir George rc^called the 
troops at the time when success was in tlieir grasp. 

The British squadron, in June, was composed of the fol- 
lowing ships : Wolfe, twenty-tluee guns and 200 men ; 
Koyal Geoj^e, twenty-one guns and 175 men ; 14-gi.in brig 
Melville, 100 men ; 14-gun schooner Moira, i 2-gun schooner 
Sidney Smith, 8-gun schooner Beresford, and a few gun- 
boats ; making a total of six sail, mounting ninety-two ginis, 
of which two were long 2 4 -pounders, thirteen long 18- 
pounders, five long 12 and O-pounders, and Kseveiity-two 
carronades of various calibres, six being 68-pouiiders ; and 
the total of their crews 717, including oilicers. The Ame- 
rican force, on the other liand, wa-a as follows ; fourteen ves- 
sels (one of which, the General Pike, was a ship of 850 tons, 
and heavily armed), mounting 114 heavy long guns, and 
32 and 24-pounder carronades ; and most, if not all, the 
guns on the upper decks of the vessels w^ere on pivot car- 
riages, which rendered them availahle on both broadsides. 
This squadron, still commanded by Commodore Ohauncey, 
was manned with 1,190 ofiict?rs and men. 

On the 8th of August, while the American 11 otilla lay at 
anchor off Niagara, on Lake Ontario, the Britisli squadron 
hove in sight. Commodore Ohauncey iinine<liafely weighed 
at)d stood out with his vessels formtKl in line of battle. 
Light wind| prevented Sir James Yeo IVonx closing during 
that day, aixd in the night a heavy S(piall came on, by whicii 
two American schooners were upset, and their crews 
perished. On the 9th the squadrons man ceuvred in sight 
of each other, but nothing decisive occurred. On the lotli, 
in the evening, a fine breeze springing up, Sir James Yeo 
bore up to the attack. Just, however, as the Wolfe was within 
shot of the General Pike and Madison, the Americans boro 
np, and made sail for Niagara, leaving the schooners Julia 
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and Growler, eaeli armed with a long 12-pouttder on a pivoty 
and maimed with crews of t6 he captured by 

the British. Sir James Yeo, with hts prizes, returned to 
Kingston. . 

On the 1 2th of August, at 6h. 30nL A.M., tlie IS-guii 
biig Pelican, Commander John Fdrdyce Maples, aiichored 
in Cork harbour ; but gtdning intelligence that an Amencan 
brig of war had been committing depredations in St. George’s 
(.'hannel, the Pelican immediately weighed, and, in the teeth 
of a strong breeze and heavy sea, worked out of the liarbour 
and juoceeded in quest of the enemy. On the 13th, at 
7h. 3()m. r.M., while running to the eastward with the wind 
from noi'th-west, a large brig was discovered, and neai* her 
a vessel burning. All sail was instaiitly made in chase, but 
during the night the stranger was lost sight of. On the 
14th, at 4h. 4Jm. a,m., the same biig was seen making sail 
from the ship still burning, which vessel proved to be the 
United States 2()-gun brig Argus, Captaiii William Henry 
Allen. The Pelican bore up under a press of sail for the 
Argus, and at 4h. 30m. a.m., the latter, iiiuling it impossible 
to secure the weather gage, shortened sail, Bt. David’s light- 
house bearing cast, distant about five leagues. At 6h. A.M. 
tlie Argus wore and fired her larboard broadside, within 
grape distance. Tluj Pelican returned this fire with her 
starboard guns, by which, in a few niinntes, the main braces, 
main and spring stays, gaff, and main-try sail-mast of the 
Argus were shot away, and Captain Allen severely wounded. 
At 61 l 14m. the Pelican boro up with the intention of 
passing asteni of her antagonist ; but th(> latter tlirowing idl 
aback, frustrated tile inanfeuvre, and ineffectually raked the 
Pelican. At 6h, 18m., having shot away her iimin-topsail-tie 
and pre venter braces, the Pelican bore, up under Her stern, 
raking her, and then ranged up on her starboard quaiter. 
Tlie Argus, by this vigorous and weibdirected soon had 
her wheel ropes shot away, and became unmanagoable, 
when she ag£iin exposed her stern to the broadside of the 
Pelican, The latter shoiUy afterw^ards ranged idiead, and 
placed herself on the Ai'gUKs’s starboard bow. The two biigs 
having fallen foul, William Young, .ma.ster’s mate, at 6h. 4Jm,, 
heading the Pelican’s boarders, sprang on the forecastle of 
the Argus. A shot from the foretop inortally wounded 
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Mr. Yoinig ainlpst as booh as lie stepped on the deck ; but 
the party he had so gallantly led soon gained coinplote 
posaession of the vessel. . 

The Pelican’s damages were tiifling. Two carronades 
were dismounted I and out of a crew of 101 men and twelve 
boys, Mr. Young and one seaman were killed, and live 
woundedL The Argus was much struck by shot in her hull, 
and several guns were disabled. She commenced the action 
with 122 men and three boys, of whom six were killed, and 
her commander^ and seventeen men wounded. The advan- 
tage was on the side of the Pelican. The Argus mounted 
eighte^in 24-pounder carronades, and t wo long twelves ; and 
the Pelican the usual armament of her class — - sixteen 
32-pounder carronades and two long 9-pounders ; notwith- 
standing which, however, tlie action was so ably conducted, 
that its result reflected the liighest credit on Captain Maples, 
his oflficers and crew, while no disgrace attached to the van- 
quished. Captain Maples, wdio I'eceivod his promotion on 
the 23rd of the same month, honourably mentioned the first 
lieutenant, Thomas Welsh, acting master, William Glanville, 
purser, William Ingram, and the boatswain, Eicbard Scott, 
The naval medal has been awarded for tliis action. 

On the 5th of September, as the 14-gun brig Boxer, 
Commander Samuel Blytli, was lying at anchor off Penguin 
Point, near Portland, in the United States, the American 
16-gun brig Enterprise, Lieutenant William Burrows, was 
discovered in the south-tmst. At 7h. 30m. the Boxer 
weighed, leaving her surgeon and two midshipmen on shore, 
and made sail towards the stranger. At llh. 30m. a breeze 
springing up from the southward gave tile Enterprise the 
weather gage ; and at 2h. 30m. p.m., the latter having 
aseeitained her superionty of sailing on a wind, bore up for 
the British bng, displaying at the same time three American 
ensigns, and firing a shot of defiance. At 3h. 15m., the 
Boxer, being on the starboard tack, fired her broadside, and 
received the fire from the larboard g^iiis of the Enter|>rise, 
when within half pistol-shot. Captain Blyth was killed by 
the first broadside, and the command devolved on Lieutenant 

^ Aftei suffering amputation of the left thigh, the gallant commander 
of the Argus died on the 18th of August, at Mill Prison hospital, and 
was buried with military honours at Plymouth. 
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David McOreety. About the same time lieutenaut Bor- 
rows, of the Eixterprise, wAs mortally woiinded by a musket- ' 
ball, and Litmtonaut McCall succeeded to the command. 
The American brig sailed much better than the Boxer, of 
which circumstance advantage was taken by choosing her 
own position, by which means the latter was soOn reduced 
to an unmanageable state ; and after pouring in most 
destructive raking broadsides, Lieutenant McCreery, finding 
further opposition useless, ordered the colours to be hauled 
down. Out of a crew of sixty men and six boys, with which 
she commenced the action, the Boxer had her commander 
and three men killed, and seventeen wounded ; and the 
Enterprise, out of 120 men and three boys, had one man 
killed ; her commander and one midshipman (mortally), and 
eleven men wounded. . The two vessels were much dispro- 
portioned in everyway; the Boxer measured 181, and the 
Enterprise 24*5 tons. The one was a fine roomy vessel, well 
manned and equiy)ped, the Boxer a mere gun-brig, unfit for 
any other purpose than to protect a convoy of coasters from 
the attack of a French lugger. The result, therefore, cannot 
cause any surprise. 

On the 9th of September, at 3h. p»m., tbe 8-gun schooner 
Alphea, LieTiteriant Thomas Williani Jones, discovered and 
chased the French 14-guii privateer schooner Benard. On 
tiie 10th, at 111. A.M., the Alphea closed with the enemy, 
and commenced a close action, which was maintained with 
great vigour on both sides. Owing to the calm and heavy 
swell, the Alphea dropped under tlie bows of the Renard, 
the crew of which made several attempts to board, but were 
repulsed on each occasion, the Alphea meanwhile keeping 
uyi a very destructive fire, which swept her opponent’s deck. 
The schooners at length separated, and the cannonade was 
kept up aa before until 3h. 30m., when the Alphea blew up 
with all her crew, originally consisting of foi’ty-one men and 
boys, none of whom were saved. The Renard, oulT of a crew 
of fifty, had five men killed, and her commander and thirty- 
one w’oiuifled. 

Acting Commander Robert Heriot Barclay, one , of tbe 
officers that liad accompanied Sir James Yeo from England, 
in the month of May, aoeepted the command of the flotilla 
on Lake Eiie, wliich appointment had been declined by 
Oommander William H. Midctoter, on the ground of the 
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bad state of the vessels. The flotilla consisted of only five 
small ye^els, ^retcbediy manned ; but Commodore Bax’cbiy, 
with, a few rejected seami^n, proceeded to Amherstburgj 
where a sliip had been commenced building, to mount 
eighteen guns. To the weak measures of the commander- 
in-rclnef of the lari d forces were chiefly attributable the suc- 
cesses of the enemy. The latter had been suffered to build 
vessels and equip them for service without interruption ; and 
cbn^quently, tlie commodore found his paltry ill-manned 
squ^ron opposed to three fine brigs, each of about 450 tons, 
six large schooners, and a sloop. All these mounted heavy 
long guns, fitted on pivot carriages, to fire over all, a method 
particularly eligible for vessels of their description. 

On the 9th of September, the British squadron consisted 
of the Detroit (tlie sliip already named as laid dowm), of 
nineteen guns (of four difi'erent calibres, taken out of Foit 
Amherstburg), bearing the commodore’s pendant j Queen 
Charlotte ship, of sixteen 24-poimder carronades, and two 
long nines ; brig Hunter, schooners Chippeway and Lady 
Prevost, and sloop Little Bolt. The following is a statement 
of the force of the two squadrons : — 


BRITISH. 


Long 24-pduriders 


^ C! 


18 

12 

9 

6 

4 

2 


24 

18 

12 


on pivot 
2 ditto 
ditto 


No. 

2 

1 

8 

X2 

8 

2 

2 


Total. 


15 

1 

12 


Total; . .... . . . . . . 

Add for pivot gwns 


Total. 


35 


28 

53 

15 

m 


AMERICAN. 

No. Total. 

Long 32>pdrs. on pivots 3 


O c 


24 

12 


32 

24 


4 ditto . . 

2 ditto , . 
ditto . . 


38 

1 


Add for pivot guns 
Total. 


BRITISH, AMERICAN. 

Broadside force . . | ; ; ; ; ; ; • ; ; ; g|'^ 


15 


— 39 


54 

10 

64 
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A twofold disparity - is here shtown in weight of metal, 
but in other reapeets the British vessels laboured under a 
Still greater disadvantage ; their equipment Was most 
wretched — ^the giins on, board the Detroit were in such a 
state, that it was necessary to fire a pistol at the touch -hole 
to discharge them ! The crews of the flotilla amounted only 
to 370 men, as follows : — eighty Oanadianj^ 240 soldiers, 
and fifty seamen ! Oommodoi'e PeiTy*s • squadron, on the 
other hand, was manned by nearly 600 piek^ seamen. 

Want of provisions and stores of every description ren- 
dered it absolutely necessary for Commodore Barclay to quit 
Amherstburg, and offer battle to an enemy with whose force 
he was pretty well acquainted ; and the fiotilla aoc^ordihgiy 
got underway. On the 10th of September, soon after day- 
light, the American squadron was discovered at anchor in 
Put-in Bay, when the latter weighed, and stood out to meet 
the British. At lOh. a.m., the wind having changed to 
south-east, the British were to leeward, formed thus 

Schooner .. Clxippeway Master's mate John Campbell 

Ship Detroit Commodoro Robert H. Barclay 

„ , , .... Queen Charlotte Commander Robert Finnis 

Brig Hunter Lieutenant George Bignell 

Schooner . . Lady Prevost. ... „ Edward W. Buchan 

Sloop .... Little Belt 

At nil. 45m. the Detroit commenced liction with the 
Dawrence, Commodore Perry, supported by the schooners 
Ariel and Scorpion, and, after an engagement of two hours* 
duration, the Lawrence had received so much damage that 
Commodore Perry quitted her, and she sti-uck her colours. 
The Detroit, however, had but one boat, which was rnucli 
damaged and useless ; and the Lawrence, not being taken 
possession of, dropped astern out of gun-shot, and rehoisted 
her colours. The Queen Charlotte in the mean time was 
engaged by the Niagara, also supported by two schooners, 
but at long-shot distance, where the carronades of the 
British ship were wholly ineffective. In a short time Cap- 
tain Finnis was killed, and Lieutenant John Stofcfis, his 
successor, severely wounded by a splinter. Provincial Lieu- 
tenant Irvine, a young officer of spirit, but without any 
experience in naval w^are, being incompetent to take the 
Command, the Queen Charlotte's colours were hauled down. 
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Commodorje Perry, after quitting the Lawrence, repaired 
on board the Niagara, and, beariiig down with this fresh 
'vessel, took a raJiing position athwart the bows of the dis- 
abled Detroit, Commodore Barclay, who had previously 
lost an arm m the service, being severely wounded, and 
lieutenant jbhii Garland mortally wounded, the command 
devolved on Lieutenant George Inglis, who fought the ship 
in a most gallant manner, and until further resistfuice would 
only have l)een a wanton sacrifice of the brave men under 
his command, when the colours of the Detroit were hauled 
down* The Hunter and I^ady Prevost surrendered at about 
the same time j and the CMppeway and Little Bolt were 
soon afterwards overtaken and captured. The British loss 
amounted to Captain Finnis, Lieutenant Garland, Lieutenant 
(41st Newfoundland regiment) Samuel Gardner, and thirty- 
eight men killed ; and Commodore Barclay (in his remaining 
arm), Lieutenants Stoke, Buchan, and Francis Roulette, 
J ohn M. Iloflineister, pui’ser, who gallantly volunteered his 
services on deck (with the loss of a leg), John Campbell and 
Henry Gateshill, master’s mates, James Foster, midsliipman, 
and eighty-five wounded. The American loss was reported 
by Commodore Perry at twenty-seven killed and ninety-six 
wounded, the principal part of which occiiiTod on board the 
Lawrence. The Americans lauded the victory of Commo- 
dore Perry in the most absurd degree ; the facts given, how- 
ever, are indisputable. Beai--Adnural Edward J. Foote, 
president . of the court-martial which assembled to try Gorn- 
modore Barclay and his officers and crews for the loss of the 
I^ake Ei-ie flotilla, passed a very handsome compliment on 
their gallantry and gi*eat exertions, attributing their failure 
to the defectiveness of the vessels and want of seamen to 
man them. The commodore was confirmed in his rank of 
commander on the 19 th of November following, but did not 
obtain post rank until 1824. 

On the I6th of September, at daylight, the 18-giin brig 
Swallow, Commander Edward R. Sibly, being well in shore 
between the mouth of the Tiber and D’Arizo, a biig and 
xebeck were discovered off the latter harbour. Three of the 
Swallow’s boats were despatched in p^irsuit, under the orders 
of Lieutenant Samuel E. Cook, assisted by Masters mate 
Thomas Cole, and Henry Thomas, midshipman, and after 
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a two hours’ chase overtooh, close to D’Aizo, the brig, which 
was the Guerri^re; of four guns. Notwithstanding the 
assistance rendered to the latter by numerous boats fi'om the 
shore, and tWo gun-vessels which had taken the brig in tow, 
Lieutenant Cook and his gallant party boarded and carried 
her ; but not without sustaining a loss of two meii killed, 
and four severely wounded. 

Afc daylight on the 13th of October, the 12-gun schooner 
Telegraph, Lieutenant Timothy Sciiven, lyemg o:ff the , en- 
trance of Bayonne Biver, discovered the French 16-gun brig 
Flibustier, becalmed under the land. At this time the 
16-gun brig Challenger and gun-brig Constant were six or 
eight miles distant in the offing. Favoured by a light 
breeze, the Telegrajffi approached the Flibustieiy which had 
anchored under the distant protection of a battery. At 
6h. 45m. p.M. the Telegraph opened fire from a raking posi- 
tion ahead, which was returned by the brig with such guns 
as could be brought to bear. At 7h., finding that the two 
brigs in the offing wei'e rapidly approaching, the commander 
of the Flibnstier set her on fire, and the crew took to the 
boats. The brig blew up at 8k lOm. The Telegraph met 
with no loss. Lieutenant Scriven was promoted to the rank 
of commander, and continued in command of the Telegraph, 

On the 14th of October, Captain William Mounsey, in 
the 36-gun frigate Fimeuse, observed in tlie ibrt of Mari- 
nello, about six miles from Oivita-Yecchia, a convoy of nino- 
teen vessels, protected by two gun-boats, a fort of two guns, 
a fortified tower, and a castle. A division of seamen and 
marines, under lieutenants Walter Croker and William 
Lester, and Lieutenants of marines James Whylock and 
William Davis, landed and stormed the fort on the land 
sida The Fiirieuse attacked the battery, which was speedily 
destroyed ; but the Fiench troops having retreated to the 
castle, kept up a galling fire of musketry fi'om loop-holes, 
notwithstanding which sixteen vessels were captured, tWo 
of which were sunk, but the remaining fourieeh, deeply 
laden, were brought out. On the part of the British, two 
men were killed and ten wounded. " 

On the 18th of October, the 18-gun brig Scylla, Com- 
mander Colin M!acdonald, ih latitude 47® 30' norih, longitude 
9^ 18- west, fell in with the Fiunco-Batavian 40-gun frigate 
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Weserj Gaptda Oa^ Laar,>wliich, m a heavy gale of -wind 
off the Westeni Me% had a few days previously lost her 
main aiid mizen-mai^s. After hailing her several times, the 
Soyila received a broadside from the frigate, upon which she 
mMe ml ahead, the boisterous state of the weather render- 
ing ail attack difficult. On the 19th, the 18-gun brig loyalist, 
Oornmander J. J. Gordon Bremer, joined company and 
engaged the Weser, but without effect; these two brigs, 
however, continued to harass the enemy until the 31st, 
when the T4-guii ship liippou, Captain. Sir Christopher Cole, 
joinM company, upon which the Weser surrendered. The 
Scylla had two seamen wounded, and the Eoyalist two men 
killed, and her first lieutenant, James Waring, William 
Wilson, the master, and seven men wounded. The Weser 
lost four men in killed, and had fifteen wounded. 

On the 21st, the Weser’s consoH., 40-gun frigate Trave, 
Oaptain Van Miiren, also dismasted, was fallen in with by 
the 16-gim brig Achates, Ooinmandcr Isaac H. Morrison, 
which gallantly engaged her ; but finding the enemy too 
strong, the Achates hauled off, and in the night lost sight 
of her. On the 33rd, the Tnive was ovei-taken and cap- 
tured, after a .short action, by the 36-gmi frigate Andromache, 
Oaptain George Tobin. The loss on the part of the Trave 
amounted to one seaman killed, and hex captain, three 
officers (one mortally), and twenty-four men wounded. Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Dickinson (first), of the Andromache, and 
one seaman were wounded, the former severely. The two 
prizes, being new frigates, wei’e added to the British navy. 

On the 9th of October, at 8h. 30m. a.m., the Thunder 
bomb, Commander Watkin O. Pell, on her way from Spit- 
head to Woolwich, observing a large armed lugger to wind- 
ward, hauled in for the land, in the hope of decoying her 
down. Th^ stranger, which was the 16-gun lugger pri.vateer 
Neptune, of Dunkerque, having on board a crew of sixty- 
five men, taking the Thunder for a merchant ship, bore up, 
and at lOIi, 30in. p.m. hailed, and ordered the Thunder to 
heave to and surrender. The Neptune then put her helm 
up to lay the Thunder on board, and just as the latter had 
put her helm dowti and fired her four carronades and a 
volley of musketry, the lugger fell on board. A party of 
.men insttotly jumped on the piivateer’s deck, and, after 
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a short resistance, gained possessioni* The Thunder had only 
two men woundec^ and the Neptune four killed and ten 
wounded. Commander Peh, in reward for this and a long 
series of gallant actions, was promoted on the 1st of 
November following. The naval medal is also granted for 
this capture. 

On the 1st of November, the 16-gun brig Snap, Com- 
Blander William B. Dash wood, being off St. Valery, fell in 
with five French luggers. At 9h. a.m. the Snap bore up in 
chase of the two leewardmost, and, after ten minutes’ action, 
captured the privateer Lion, of Boulogne, mounting sixteen 
guns, with a crew of sixty-nine men, four of whom were 
killed and six wounded. The Snap did not sustain any 
loss. 


On the 5th of November a partial engagement took 
place off Cape Sepet, between the British squadron, tinder 
Vice-Admmal Sir Edward Pellew, and the French fleet of 
tldrteen sail of the line, under Comte Emeriau. A change 
of wind at noon having separated flve sail of the line and 
four frigates from the inain body, an unsuccessful but gallant 
attempt was nuide to cut them off. The Caledonia, bearing 
Sir Edward Pel lew’s flag, received several shot in her htill, 
and had three seamen wounded ; and the San Josef, Cap- 
tain William Stewart, bearing Bear- Admiral Sir Ricihard 
King’s flag, had four wounded, including Lieutenant of 
maiines William Claike, and William Cuppage, midshipman, 
each of whom, lost a leg by the same shot. The Boyne and 
Scipion, Captains Greorge Burlton and Henry Heathcote, had 
each one man wounded ; the Pembroke, Captain James 
Brisbane, three men wounded ; and the Pompee, two slightly 
burnt by accident. The French squadron was much damaged, 
and had seventeen men wounded. 

On the 9th qf November, the boats of the. frigate Un- 
daunted, Captain Thomas Ussher, commanded by Lieutenant 
Thomas Hastings, assisted by Lieutenant of marines HfpTy 
Hunt, and the boats of the Gtiadaloupe, under Lieutenant 
George Hur-st, and Alexander Lewis, the master, landed at 
Port Nouvelle, and stormed and carried the batteiies in a 
very gallant manner. Two vessels were captured and five 
destroyed, and this service was executed without any loss to 
the British. 
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On tlio 26t]i of ITovember, off Ca*pe BotiS'w, Corsica, the 
boats of tbe 74-gui;i ship Bwiffsiire, Captaia Edward B. 
Dickson, under the orders of Xientenant William Smitb (4), 
were despatched in pursuit of the French privateer schooner 
Oharlema^e, of eight guns and ninety-three men. The 
schooner was boarded in the face of a heavy fire, and carried, 
though not without the heavy loss of Joseph Douglas, mid- 
shipman, and four men killed ; and Lieutenants Bose H. 
Fuiler and John Ilarvey (the latter mortally), Lieutenant of 
, mamies »Tames Thompson, — Field, midshipman, and 
eleven seamen wounded. 

The officers and men emploj’^ed in the squadron^ co- 
operating with the army at the siege of St. Sebastian during 
the months of Angust and September, are entitled to the 
naval medal. The squa^iron was for the most part under the 
command of Sir George Ralph Collier. i 

* Ajax, Captain Robert W. Otway; Arrow, Com. J. J. Aplin ; 
Andromaclie, Captain George Tobin; Reagle, Com. John Smith; 
Chaliengei*, Com. Frod. V ernon ; Constant, Lieut. *T. Stokes ; Dispatch, 
Com. Jas. Galloway ; Freija, Com. W. I, Scott; Holly, Lieut. S. S. 
Treacher ; Jupipfvr, Lieut. K. Vassall ; Lyra, Com. KoVwjrt Bloye ; 
Magicicime, Captain Hon. W. Gordon ; President, Captain Francis 
Mason ; R6volutiounaire, Cfiptain J. C. Woolcombe ; Sparrow, Cora. 
JoH. N. Taylor ; Surveillante, Captain Sir George It. Collier. Those 
serving in the boats of such other ships present during the months of 
August and September, and employed on the inner line of sea blockadev 
M'e also entitled to the medah 
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On* the 2iid of Januatr, after a series of skilful operations, 
to the success of which the naval force \mder Captain AHhu 
Farquhor importantly c« mtrihuted, the. fortress of Gluckstadt ^ 
on the Elbe suri'endered. The squadron employed consisted 
of the frigate D6siree, Captain Farquhar ; sloops Shamrock, 
Blazer, and Hearty, Comnianders John Marshall, John 
Banks, and James Bose, and gun-brigs Piercer and Bed-; 
bi'east. Lieutenants Joshua Kneeshaw and Sir George Keith, 
Commander Andrew P. Green was landed, in charge of the 
seamen’s batteiies paud, together with Lieutenants David 
Hanmer, John Plenderson, Charles Haiiltmn, John Archer, 
and Leigh S. Jack; Thomas Biches, mate, John Ilallowes 
and George Bichardson, midshipmen, was honoimibly men- 
tioned for services during the siege. Commander Green was 
})Osted, and Lieutenants Kneeshaw, Haultain, and Sir George 
Keith, promoted. The naval medal is granted for the above 
service. 

On the dth of January, at lOb. A.M., being oif the Capo 
de Yerd Islands, the 18-pounder 38-gun Irigates Kiger and 
Tagus, Captains Peter Ihiinier and Philip Pipon, chased the 
French 40-gun frigate Cer's, Captain le Baron de Bougain- 
ville. At llh. p.M. tlie Niger fired lier bow guns, which, at 
Ih. 30m. A.M. on the Otli, the Ceres returned from her stern 
chasers. At 8h. Idm. the C^res took in her studding sails, 
and hauled to the wind on the starboard tack^ and soon 
afterwards the Tagus, having passed the Niger, arrived within 
gun-shot of the Cereis, and commenced firing. A running fight 
was maintained between the Tagus and Ci§res until 9h. 30m., 
when the French frigate, having lost her main-topmast, and 
the Niger again arriving up to take part in the action, 
surrendered. No loss Was sustained on either side; and only 
one man was wounded. The prize was added to the British 
navy by the name of Seine. 

On the 5th of Januaiy, after ten days’ cannonading, the 
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fortress of Caittaro, in the Adriatic, sun’endered to the 
3 8 -gtm frigate Bacchante, Captain William Hoste, and 
18'guu brig Batacen, Commander John Haiper. The British 
loss on this occasion was 'comparatively sjnall ; one seaman 
was killed, and Lieutenant of marines William Haig slightly 
woitnded. Captaiii Hoste mentioned in terms of the warmest 
praise lieutenants John Hancock, Charles R. Milboume, 
and William L. Rees, StdjAen A^ale, master of the Bacchante, 
and Charles Bruce, niidshipmam 

On the 15th of January, the cutter of the 32-^in fingate 
Castor, Captain Charles Bilkes, commanded by Lieutenant 
Bassett Jones Loveless, l>oarded and captured the French 
privateer Ileureux, mounting one long 12 “pomid 6 r, with 
twenty-five men, moored close imdcr the guns of Montjui, 
on the Catalonian coast. Lieutenant Loveless lost his left 
arm at the shoulder-joint on this occasion, and one man was 
also severely 'w^ounded. 

On the 16th of January, at 7h. a.m., while cmising off the 
Canary Isles, the French 40-giin frigates Iphigriiie and 
Alcin^me, Captains Fmeric and Yilleneuve, fell in with the 
74-gun ship Venerable, C aptain James A. Worth (bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral Durliam), 22-guu ship Cyane, 
Captain Thomas Forrest, and |.)rize brig Jason, Lieutenant 
Thomas Mofiat. The British ships iinuiediately hauled to 
the wind in chase, and at 6 I 1 . lorn. p.m. the Venerable 
opened fire upon the Alcmene. Meditating a bold manoeuvre, 
the frigate, putting her helm up, ran the Venerable on board, 
expecting to be seconded by her consort, in accordance with 
a ju'econcerted arrangement. The Iphigchiie, however, hauled 
sharp up, leaving the Alcmene to iiei* fate, when Captain 
Worth, at the head of a paiay, boarded, and at Gh. 3()m. 
hauled down the French colours. The Alcmene, out of 31D 
men and boys, had thiity killed, and fifty ofiicers and men 
wounded, including among the latfer her captain. In the 
n\eanwlii]e the Cyane ami Jason (the latter mounting two 
guns only) proceeded in chase of the Iphig 6 iiie, and at 
loll. P,M. the brig, having outrun the Cyane, gallantly 
opened upon the iVigate. , At 12h. 4:5m. the Cyane com- 
meiieod firing her bow-clmsei^, and continued to fire occa- 
sionally until 4h. 30m. a.m,, when she drojiped 'astern. The 
pursuit continued duiing the 17th, 18th, and 19th, and on 
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the 20tli the Yenerable was within two miles of the French 
frigate. At 8h. a.m., after a running fight, the Ipliig6me 
fired her broadside, and sti-uok her colours. Neither ^hip 
sustained any loss. The prizes were added to the British 
navy, under 'the names of Gloire and Dunira. The naval 
medal has been awarded to the Y enerable and Cy ana 

On the 18th of Jamiaiy, at 4h. a.m., in latitude 24® north, 
longitude 53® west, the French 4(Kgun irigates Etoile and 
Sultane, Captains Phillibert and Thuars, tell in with the 
24-pouuder 40-giiu frigate Severn, Captain Joseph Nourse, 
steering mjaiiy before the wind, in charge of a convoy from 
England. The Severn having ascertained that the strangers 
w’-ere enemies, made all sail away, ordering the convoy to 
disperse. At noon the Sev^ern lost sight of the convoy, and 
comrnenc€xl firing lier stem guns. After pursuing the Bevem 
till the morning of the 19th, the French frigates relinquished 
the clifise, and proceeded to the Cape de Yords. 

On the 23i'd of January, at 91i. 55m. A.M., the 18~pounder 
f^O-guii frigates ( h‘colc and Astrea, Captains George Charles 
Mackenzie and John Eveleigh, got sight of the mastheads 
of the frigates above named. Not finding their signals 
ansAvered, the British ships, at llh. 30m. a.m., wore and 
stood in for the anchorage. At noon the Etoile Jind Sultane 
weighed and madi^ sail on the larboard tack (wind north-east), 
followed by the Creole and Astrea. Soon afterwards the 
latter, in a heavy squall, split her three topsails. At ,lh. p.m. 
the Creole, which ship had for some time been firing her 
bow guns, ranged up on the starboard beam of the Sultane, 
and received the French ship’s broadside. The Astrc5a also 
bearing up, |)assed under the stem of the Sultane, opened 
her fire, and then gallaTitly luffed up between tlie latter and 
the Creole. At 2h. 15m. p.m. the Asti^ea made sail, and 
stood on to engage tlic Etoile, then lying about half a mile 
ahead, Avith her inizeii-topsail aback, leaving the Creole to 
engage the Sultane. At 2h. 30m. the mizeii-mast of the 
Suitane was shot away, and the action continued between 
these two ships until 3]i. p.m., when the Creche, having her 
ma.st.s badly wounded, and standing and miming rigging 
much cut, put her helm up and quitted the contest. 

At 2h. 30m. the Astrea .shot ahead of the Etoile, and, 
luffing across her bows, mked her > Imt at this moment the 
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Astrea liaviixg her wheel shot away, payed round ofi! The 
Etoile tliea wore and pa^ed close astern of the Astrea, 
pouring in a destructive £re, cutting^^ Tiggiiig to pieces^ 
aiid. ripping up her decks, ll>e two slups then liccamo 
closely engaged yardin?m and^ Captain Evehiigh 

fell mortany was carried below. Xieutenaiit 

John Bulforf then succeeded to the command, and contiiiiied 
the action with great gallantly. At 3h. 10m., when the 
Cr6ole had withdrawn from the contest in the manner already 
described, the Siiltane inade sail to the assistance of the 
EtojJe, and a-t 3h. 30m, passed to leeward of and r^ed the 
Astrea with great efiect. The Sul tane then bore up, swu 
after which her main-topmast went over the side. The 
Astrea and Etoile continued as before closely engaged, aiid at 
2h. JOin. the mizen-mast of the former * went by the board. 
Nothing saved the Astrea fi'om capture but the forbearance 
of her enemies ; for j list as the victory was within reach, the 
Etoile bore up to rejoin her consort. The Astrea having 
partly refitted, stood towards St. Jago in search of the 
Creole, which, at about 6h. p.m., she joined in Fort Fraya 
Bay. 

The Creole, out of 284 men and boys, had one master's 
mate, seven semnen, and two marines killed, and twcinty-six 
wounded. The Astrea, besides her gallant captain, had eight 
men killed and thirty- seven ivounded, four dangerously and 
eleven severely. Tli.e lo.ss on board the French frigates 
amounted to foi’ty killed and sixty wounded. 

On the 2nd of February, at 81 k p.m., in latitude 36 ' 41' 
north, longitude 22" 11' west, the 56 (razeed 74) gun frigate 
Alajestie, Captain John Hayes, cbasiKl the United States 
corvette Wasp. At daylight on the 3rd, when distant about 
four miles from the Wasp, four sail vrere seen, •which proved 
liO be the French 40-gun frigates Atalante and Tei'psi chore, 
and a Spanish 20-guii ship and merebant brig, their prizes. 
At 81k SOiik A.M- Captain Jdayes, being in doubt as to 
wdiether the strangers were American frigates, hauled to the 
wind on the larboaid tack, but at lOh. bore up in chase. At 
l lh. 30m, the enemy foi*med in line ahead, with the prizes to 
windward; but at llli. 45nLL bore up under all sail, the 
prizes malring off to the eastward At 3h. P.M. the Majestic, 
going at the lute of ten knots, commenced filing her bow 

von. iL 2 cs 
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gmis, and after a ranping %lit of nearly two feonrs’ duration, 
tiie Terpsichore hauled down her colours. The wind in the 
meanwhile had in ca-eased so much, that the captain of the 
Terpsichore considered it dangerous to roiind the ship to. 
Having l>eeii repeatedly feed at, however, this w^as at length 
done ; but it was with dfficulty that part of the prisoners 
could be removed. The AtaJante escaped. 'The Terpsichore, 
out of 320 men and boys, had three killed aiid six wounded, 
but the Majestic had no one injured. The armament pf;^t^ 
Majestic was as follows : — ^main deck, tweiity-eighi long 
32-x-)ounders ; upper deck, the same number of 42-pounder 
carronades. 

On the 13th of February, a French squadron of three sail of 
the line and three frigates, under Rear-Admiral Kerjulien, 
was chased into Toulon by the British fleet, commanded by 
Vice- Admiral Sir Edw'ard Pellew. The 98-gun ship Bk>}uie, 
Captain Ceorge Burlton, closely followed by the Caledonia, 
Captain Algernon Lord Percy, bearing Sir Edward Pellew’s 
flag, gallantly engaged the enemy, and in endeavouring to cut 
off the 7 4* gun ship Eomulus, the Boyne was in gi*eat danger 
of getting on shore. After a very spiiited action with the 
Fi’ench ship, and being also flred at from numerous batteries, 
the Boyne and Caledonia were obliged to give up the pursiiit. 
The Boyiie\s rnizen-topsail-yard was shot away, and the ship 
much cut up in the hull and spars. George Terry, midshipman, 
and one seaman were killed; and — Saunders, midshipman, and 
thirty-nine men w^ounded. The Bomulus had seveaty killed 
and wounded, and the French frigate Adrienne eleven men 
wounded. Sir Edward Pellew, in his official letter, mentioned 
in tlic liighest terms the gallanit behaviour of Captain Burlton, 
in the Boyne, and at the same time handsomely noticed the 
zeal and ability of Lord Percy (now duke of Northumberland), 
his dag ca[)taiu. 

Since the early paid; of Febrimiy, and dumg the month 
of March, the United States 32-gun fiigato Essex, Oaptajp. 
David Porter, and the 20-gun armed sliip Essex Junior (pre- 
\iously the Atlantic Biitish wdialer), were blockaded in 
Valparaiso by the 18-pounder 3 6-guii flrigate Pheebe, Captain 
James ilillyiir, and 24-gun ship Cherub, Captain Thomas 
Tridtn^ Tucker. On the 28th of March, in a heavy squall, 
the Essex drove out to se% when she was compelled to 
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engage the British ships, and after mueh clever manoeuvring 
on hoth mdesj, in tho American frigate 

endeavoured to rim ashore, the Essex hauled down her 
coloim and the nurnerous motto flags which had been dis- 
played on the occasion About forty of her crew escaped 
to the ^bre ; many perished in the attempt, and others 
were preservM by the British boats. Specie to the amount 
of £11, OOOf taken out of the British packet Norton, had 
been removed to the shore some time previous to the capture 
of 'the- Essex/.- ■ ' 

The I%mbe had her masts, sails, and rigging cut, and seven 
32-pound shot had struck her near the water-line. Out of 
a crew of 300 men and boys, her first lieutenant (William 
In^m) and three seamen were killed, and seven wounded. 
The Cherub also received damage to her sail>s and rigging, 
and her loss amounted to one marine killed, and Captain 
Tucker, severely, and two men slightly wounded. The 
Essex commenced the action with 265 men and boys, of 
whom twenty-four were killed, and forty-five wounded. The 
.Phmbe measured 926 tons, and mounted the usual forty-two 
guns of her class ; and the Cherub eighteen carronades, 
32-pounders, on her main, deck, and six 18-poimder carro- 
nades and two long sixes on her quarter-deck and forecastle. 
The Essex was of 807 tons, and mounted twenty-four 
32-poimder carronades on the main deck, and sixteen 
32-XJOunders and four long twelves on the quarter-deck and 
forecastle. Total : forty- six g\ins, Lieut. Charles Pearson, 
who, in charge of the Essex, aud accompanied by the Phoebe, 
arrived at I^lymouth on the 13th of November, was promoted 
to the rank of commander. The naval medal is granted for 
the capture of the two vessels. 

On the 25th of February, in the - forenoon, in latitude 
47® 40' noith, longitude 9° 30' west, the 38-gun frigate 
Eurbtas, Captain John Phillimore, being on the larboard tack, 
close-hauled, bore up in chase of the French 40-gitn frigate 
Clorinde. At 4h. p,m. ^ the wind shifted from south-west to 
north-west^ and fell considerably, b\it the Eurotas continued 
to gain in the diase, and having arrived within four miles 
of tiie Clorinde, the latter took in her studding-sails, and 
endeavoured to haul across the bows of the British ship, 
which hastened on the action. At 4h. 50m. the Eurotas 
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hoisted her colotir% as did also the Cloiiiide, Ati ^h; the 
Eurotas, being on the weather quarter the Clorindov bore 
lip and pj^ssed under her stem, and, after diseliarging the lar- 
board broadside, luffed alongside her antagonist, The aetion 
lasted with great fury for about twenty miixxites^ whcm the 
Eurotaa having fore-reached upon her opponent, her Mzen- 
laast was shot away by the board, and nearly, at the same 
time the fore-topmast of the Clorinde came down. At 
6h. 20m., the Eurotas having lost her maihinast, the ene- 
my’s frigate headed lier ; but when a little oh the weather 
l>ow, fell off either accidentally or by design, and crossed the 
Eiirotas’s bows. The Eurotas then hoisted her jib, and endea- 
voured to lay the Clorinde on board, but without success. 
The combatants were, however, soon again abreast, and the 
action was renewed. Shortly afterwards the main and mizen 
masts of the Clorinde fell, the head of her foremast being 
already shot away ; but in the meanwhile, the Eurotas 
having been totally dismasted, the Clorinde, whose fox-e-yard 
was still across, was enabled with the remfiins of her fore- 
sail to get beyond the xunge of her enemy’s guns. 

Captain PhUIimore, who, since the early pai’t of the action, 
had been severely wounded by a grajxe-shot in tlie shoulder, 
now cDtisentecl to go below^, and Lieutenant Robert Smith 
succeeded to the command. The boat’s masts were then 
.stepped on the booms, and the sails set to keep the ship’s 
head towards the enemy, and surprising exertions made 
throughout the night to erect jiny-masts. At 6]i, 15rn, a.m. 
on the 26th, the Eurotas had got np tliree effective masts, 
and was gaining on tlie Clorinde, then distant about live 
milOvS ; but at 8h. 30m. miother frigate hove in sight. As 
tlie stranger did not ans\ver the xnivate signal, alt hoiigli kej^t 
Hying half an hour, she was conjectured to be an enemy, and 
the Eurotas roundcfl to until lOh. A.M., when, observing the 
stranger hoist English colours and lire a gun, she resumed 
her eoimse, going six knots with a iiortherly breeze. The 
J^iirotas’s rate of sailing would soon have brought her along- 
side the Cioiinde, that ship being in the same dismasted state 
as on the previous evening. ' 

Tlie stranger was the 18-x>oun<ier 36-gim frigate Dryad, 
(Japtain Edward Galway, and having closed the Clorinde, 
that shix> disjdaying F'rench colours aft and Eriglish colotirs 
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forward,, sent a boat proposing tonns of capitulation . These 
were of course refused ; and at Ih. 35m. p.m. the Diyad, 
taking her station on the Clorinde’s quarter, fired a shot into 
her, when the Fi^ench frigate surrendered,^ At this time the 
Eurotas was not more than three or four miles to windwaid, 
and the Achates about the same distance to leeward. Out 
of 329 men, the Eurotas had Jeremiah Spurking, Oharles 
Greenway, and John T. Yaughan, midshipmen, tliirteen 
seamen, four ' maiines, and one boy killed ; and Captain 
Phillimore (very severely by a canister shot). Lieutenant of 
marines Henry Foord, J ohn E.. Brigstock, anidsliipman, 
thiity seamen, and six. marines wounxled. Total : twenty- 
one killed and thirty-nine wounded. The Glorinde was 
commanded by Captain Logaxdt^, and out of 344 men and 
boys, had thirty killed and foity wounded. She was added 
to the Britisli na\y under the name of Auiora. Lieutenant 
Smith was deservedly promoted to the rank of commander. 
The naval medal is granted to those ser\dng in the Eurotas 
only. 

On the 7th of March, the boats of the frigates Belvidera 
and Endymion, and Ra/ttler sloop, under command of Lieu- 
tenant John Sykes, first of the Belvidera-, droye on shore at 
Sandy Hook, and destroyed the United States privateer 
Mars, of fifteen guns and seventy men. 

On the 12th of March, at 2h. p.m., in latitude 43° 15' 
north, longitude 10^ 56' west, the 18-gun brig Primrose, 

* In reviewing tlie merits of this action, James places great stress 
upon the allegeil superiority of the annaiuent of the Eurotas over the 
18-ponnder8 of her opponent. The goo<lnes.s, liowever, of any invention 
can only he testeti by time. The Congreve gun.s, with wdiich the main 
deck of the Eurotas was arrned^ have long ceased to exist in the British 
navy, affording a fair presnmijtion that they did not possess the good 
qualities attributed to them. The superiority of long guns of proper 
weight over every other descr iption of ordnance lias been so far admitted by 
competent judges, that in the i)Tesent enlightened age of gunnery, they 
are ©xcluHvely adopted in every class of vessel which avIU boar them. 
An ofl[i(?er on board the Eurotas thus described the perfownance of the 
Congreve guns ‘*Tliey were fight guns to work, but so lively that the 
allownwice of powder was very soon obliged to be reduced one- third, and 
subsequently one-half. Aboiit an hour and a half after the commence^ 

mCnt of the action one of them made a jump, and actually touched the 
beams of the^ forecastle deck | in fact, was so hot that we were obliged 
to (Mseo%tMm tmng it,** 
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Commander Charles C. R. I^Ulott^ eha & ^ to lehward, 
wliich proved to he the Eong’s packet hHg Marlho^^ 
John Bnll commander, bound to Idsbon/^^^^T^ Marlborough 
taking the Ihiinrose for an Ameidean, made sail from her, 
at the same time hoisting the private signal, but which, ^ 
fi*om the smallness of the flags employed, cotild not be 
tingitished. When it became dark the packet made the 
night signal, but it also was not understooci At 7Ii/ 55m. 
the Marlborough opened fij*e from her stern chasei^ whi<^ 
damaged the rigging of the Primrose ; but at 8h. 15m* the 
latter ranged up on the packet’s larboard quarter, and 
hailed twice. No other answer was returned than the Marl-, 
borough’s broadside, by which Andrew Leech, the master, 
and two men were severely, and tliree slightly, wounded 
on board the Piimrose. The Primrose returned the fire as 
her guns bore, and endeavoured to lay the packet on board ; 
but, from the loss of her head-braces, was unable to carry 
this .design into effect, and dropped astern. Having repaired 
her damages, the Primrose again made sail and reopened her 
Are, when, in answer to a thn'd hail, Captain Phillott learnt 
the true character of his opponent. The Marlborougb, at 
the conclusion of this unfortunate bxit gallantly-conducted 
affair, had three feet water in her liold, and her masts and 
lugging injured. Her loss amounted to Adjutant Andrews, 
of the 60th regiment, and another passenger, killed ; and 
her master and nine men wounded. The total loss sustained 
by the Primrose was one seaman killed, the master (danger- 
ously), Peter Belches, master s mate (severely), and twelve 
men wounded. 

On the 26th of March, at 9h. a.m., the French frigates 
Siiltane and Efcoile (the former under jury-topmasts and 
mizemnast), whose actions with the Astrea and Cr6ole have 
already been related,^ being about twelve leagues from the 
Isle of Bas, fell in with the 38-gun frigate Hebrus, Captain 
Edmund Palmer, and 16-guii brig Sparrow, Commander 
iVancis K Loch. The frigates were steering a course for 
St. Malo, with the wind from south-west, and thick weather. 
The Sparrow Was close enough to receive several shot in 
crossing the frigates, by which her master was killed and 

• See p. 44^ aJWfi, v 



1814.] 455 

oue seaman Tiie Sebms, in passing to windward 

of fngate% exchanged broadsides with them, and 
8^ 9h. 40ih. the 74-gun^^^^^^ Haimihaly Captain Sir Jdichael 
Seymour, was seen^^ fog cleared up, coming down 

under a press of sail. At llh. the wind shifted and blew 
strong fi^oin the noithward^ which the Sultane, being 
.now to leeward, hauled up, east by north, pursued by the 
Hannibal, while the Etoile, with the wind on her larboard 
quarteiy continued her course, followed by the Hebrus and 
Sparrow. At 2h. p.m. the Hebrus lost sight of the Han- 
nibal, and at 5h. of the Sparrow. The Etoile then hauled 
up east by north, and at midnight reached the E-ace of 
A lderney, when, the wind heading, the hebrus took in her 
studding-^ils. At Ih. 45m. a.m, on the 27th, the Etoile 
rounded Pointe Jobourg, almost within wash of the breakers, 
and . opened her fire, which was quickly retunied by the 
Hebrus as she ran under the stern of the Etoile to get 
between that ship and the shore. The Hebrus passed her 
so closely that her jib-boom was over the French ship’s 
taffrail, and the land within musket-shot of the starboard 
beam. It falling calm about this time, the two ships 
remained nearly stationary during the reinauider of the 
action, which lasted till 41)., when the Etoile, having lost 
her mizenmast, ceased firing, and hjuled to say that she had 
struck. It then became necessary to get beyond the reach 
of a battery, which continued to annoy both ships. The 
tide fpi'iunately set them round Pointe Jobourg, and, 
at 7h. A-M. the Hebinxs and prize anchored about five miles 
from the shore in Yaiiville Bay. 

. The Hebrus had several guns dismounted; and out of 
a crew of 284 men and boys, P. A. Crawdey, midshipman, 
and twelve seamen were killed; and twenty seamen, two 
marines, and three boys wounded. The Etoile was much 
shattered ; and out of 325 men and boys, forty were kille**' 
and seventy-three wounded, including among the latte*^ 
some who had hot recovered from their wounds received in 
the ijrevious action. The Etoile mounted twenty-eight long 
IB-poimdei's on her main deck, and fourteen earronades, 
24^pounder8 and tvim long eights, on the quarter-deck and 
forecastle. The Hebnis had two guns less on the main 
deck ; but her cmTonades were 32-pouijders. Lieutenant 
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Robert M. Jackson was promoted to the rank of eonimamJer. 
Commander WilUam Sax^gent, ho&rd the Hebrus, 

rendered very important services in. hghtin^ and 

which were handsomely acknowledged in Captain Falnier ’s 
official letter. The ability and gallantry displayed on this 
o Ktcasion were noticed by the well-ineiited grant of the gold 
iuedaj to Gaptain Palmer. The naval medal is also awarded 
to the participators in this well-exeonted capture. 

The Hannibal ovei'took the Bultane, which, after fi^ng 
her broadside, surrendered at about 4h. 3()m. p.m. of the 
26th. The two fd gates were added to the Biitish navy, 
the Siiltane under the same name, but the Etoile became 
the Topaze. * 

On the 2nd of April, the 24-gun ship Porcupine, Oaptmn 
John Coode, at anchor above Potiillac, in the river Gmonde, 
despatched the boats under lieutenant Robert G. Dunlop 
after a .French flotilla, which ran on shore under the pro- 
tection of body of troo|)s. Lieutenant Diinlpp having 
VUspersed the troops, brought off a brig, six gun-boats, a 
scliooner, and an im[)erial barge. The loss in this very 
da-shing affair amounted to two seamen missing, and fourteen 
wounded. 

On the evening of the 6th of April, the 74-gun ship 
( kmtaur, Captain John C. White, joiried the Egmont, Rear- 
AdmiipJ Penrose, in the Gironde, with a view to the 
destniction of the 74-gim ship Regul us, three brigs, and 
some other vessels; but diiring the night the enemy set ffre 
to the French ships, which were totally destroyed. 

On the 7th of April, a division of boats, containing 136 
men, from a squadron, imder Captain the Honourable Tho- 
mas B. Capel, of the 74-gaii ship Hogue, with the Endy- 
liiion and Maidstone frigates, and 14-gun brig Bom’, were 
sent to attempt the captux’e of some vessels in the river 
Comiecticut, wear i’ettipague Point. The officers employed 
on this service vrere Commander Richard Coote, of the 
Borer, Lieiitonant Henry Py no, and lieutenant of marines 
Walter G. Lloyd. On the 8th, affer a skirmisli with the 
Americans, twenty-seven vessels were destroyed, together 
with a quantity of navaV stores. In the wening the boats 
returned, having sustained a loss of two men killed and with 
two wounded. For his skill and galkntry, Commas 
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' Gobte obtainecl post tod tieiitenaBt Pyne was inad^ ^ 
eomiritoder. Tbis is a 

Oh tlio ^Oth of ^pnl, tho 3 6^gun fngate Orpheus, Captain 
Hugh Pigot, having in eompany the l2-g«m schooner Shel- 
hurne, Lieutehant jOavid Hope, captured, in latitude 24'’ 
north, longitude 82° the United States I8~gun corvette 
Frolic, Master Conm Joseph Bainbridge. The priise 

measured o40 tons, and was added to the British navy as 
a 22~gnn ship, and rentoied the Florida. 

On the 29th of April, the 18-gun brig Epenner, Com- 
mander Richard Walter Wales, having sailed from the 
Havana on the 26tb, with 118,000 dollars on board, and 
being, at 7h. 30m. A.M., in latitude 27° 47' north, longitude 
80^ I r west, came in sight of the United States 18-gun 
corvette Peacock, Captain Lewis W^arrington, ilien bearing 
south-west, wind being east-south-east. On the 23rd of 
Febrttary, the Epervier, oil* Cape Sable, had captured, 
witliout opposition, the American IG-gun pivateer Img 
Alfred, manned with a crew of 108 men. On his way with 
the prize to Halifax, Captain Wales discovered tlmt a por- 
tion of his own crew were conspiring witli the late crew of 
the Alfred to lise upon the British otlicers, and to carry one 
or both of the A'essels to the IJnited States. The EiKawier 
and prize, however, reached Halifax, where Captain Wales 
represented to tlie senior officer at that port his doubts 
respecting the crew ; but it appears the facts were not con- 
sidered such as to warrant a ttial, and as men were scarce, 
a nmioval was not thought advisable. Captain Wales 
therefore was on the point of meeting a forniklablo enemy, 
when, at the same time, his confidenco in his own men was 
greatly weakened, and the sequel proved that his suspicions 
were but too well gi-oimded. 

At 9h. AM- the Epervier came* round on the larboard 
tack, in order to keep between two merchant vessels under 
her convoy. The Peacock, favoured by a change of wind to 
the southward, then rapidly closed the Epervier. At lOh. 
the corvette, decorated with numerous flags and ensigns, was 
v^ithin half gun-shot and nearly ahead of the Epervier, when 
the latter bore up until close upon the Peacock’s larl:)oard 
bow, then luffing up^ she passed ahead of the Peacock, firing 
her starboard brdaAside. Three of the Epervier^s guns w^ere 
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dismotmted by tlie fet discharge, the 
way ; but these were soon replaced, and; ha^ng tacked and 
shortened sail, the Epervier became closely engaged With the 
Peacock, both vessels a few points from the wind bn the 
starboard tack, the Epervder being to windwaM con- 

tinual discharge of langridge and bar and star shot fcbm the 
Peacock in a shoart time unrigged tlxe Epervier; and cut her 
sails into ribands. A well-directed fire from the British 
vessel had, however, knocked away her enemy’s fore-yard, 
when several carronades upset from the bimHng of 
fighting-bolts, which accidents were constantly occurring 
during the action. To add to these disasters, the brig’s 
main-boom was cut in two, and, failing upon the wheel, 
rendered her unmanageable and she broached to. The Pea- 
cock having much head-way, however, was able to fire only 
a few sh^t with effect. Soon afterwards the main-topma^ 
of the Epervier was shot away, after which the Peacock’s 
fire was directed at her hull, which disabled every remaining 
gun but one of her larboard broadside. An attempt was con- 
templated to \vear the Epeiwier, so as to oppose her star- 
board broadside to the enemy, but this was ibund imiirac- 
ticable without falling on board the Peacock; and as a 
large proportion of the crew of the Epervier evinced a great 
distaste for the measure, Captain Wales had no alternative 
but to surrender. The coloin-s of the Epervier were there- 
fore hauled down at llh. 

Besides the damages already specified, most of the lower 
rigging of the Epervier was shot away, and her foremast 
was left so tottering that the calm state of the weather alone 
saved it from falling. Her hull was shot in e very direction, 
and she had five feet water in the hold. Her loss, out of a 
crew of 102 men (including a passenger) and sixteen boys, 
amounted to eight killed, and her first lieutenant (jolin 
Hackett) and fourteen men severely and slightly wounded.* 
Lieutenant Hackett had his left arm shattered about the 

* At the time the Epervier engageii the Peacock, only three men in a 
watch, exclusively of the petty ofiicers, were able to take the helm 
lead, and two of her inen were each seventy years of age I She had 
some blades, several foreigners, lots of disaffected, aitd few ^ven of ordi- 
nary stature ; in short, the crew of the Ejpervier was a di^grac^ to the 
deds. of a British iiian-of-war,— Jdwtes, 
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3PPLid(31e wa& also severely wotuaded ia^t^^ 

hip by a spliaiier > bat it v^as vntth difficiilty that this gallant 
officer eould be persuaded to allow himself to be carxied 
below. The damages received by thei Peacock were verj’^ 
slight ; and, out of a picked crew of 185 seamen, only two 
were wounded. Captam Wales arid his officers were tried 
and honourably acquitted. 

On the 3 1st of March the allied armies entered Paris, 
and the preliminary treaty agreed to put a temporary stop 
to the war in Europe. Louis XVIU. landed at Calais from 
Dover on thC same day ; and on the 28th of April Napo- 
leon, after signing his abdication at Fontainebleau, einbarked 
on board the 38-guii frigate Undaunted, Captain Thomas 
ITssher, to be conveyed to Elba. 

On the 25th of Slay, th 0 *.boats of the Elizabeth, Captain 
Edward L. Gower, commanded by Lieutenant Mitchell 
Eobei'ts, boarded, near Corfu, and captured the French 
national xebeck Aigle, of six guns and forty-one men. 
Mr. Roberts was promoted in July following, and the action 
entitled the participators to the naval modal. 

The war with America, however, continued to be carried 
on with spirit. After much exertion on both sides, the rival 
squadrons on the lakes consisted of the following : — 


Prince Regent 


BKITISH. 


Tons. i 

1,310 . . guns ■ 


;lonf 


24-pndrs, , . 28 main deck 
„ 4 spar deck 


68 „ 4 

32 „ 22 


TotaJ... 58 


Princess Charlotte . . 


i medium 24-pTjdr3. . 

^ :: 

32 „ 


24 main deck 
2 spar deck 
2 „ 

14 .. 


Total .... 42 


The former, which was under Commander Richard O’Con- 
nor, and bore the broad pendant of Commodore Sir James 
L. Yeo, had a crew of 485 men and boy^ and the latter of 
315. Besides the above, there were the Niagara (late Royal 
George), mounting two long IS-pounders, OfUd Montreal 
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(late Wolfe), of four 32-pouiider c^ronaclos ; briga Cl) 
and Magnet (late sichooners Maiia and Sidney Stoith), and 
schooiiers Star and Netloy (late Melville aiid Beresford), all 
ai-med as before. The Americans possessed the 6 2 -gun ship 
Bnpeiior, of IjOOO tons, niounting thirty niedium 32-pound- 
ers on her main deck, and two long 24-pounders and thiiliy 
carronades 4 2-pounders on the spar-deck, with a crew of 
ooO men ; the Jones and Jefferson brigs, each moiinting 
twenty-two 42-pounder carronades and a loiig 24-pounder 
on a pivot carriage; and 16-gun brig Sylph. 

On the 5tli of May, Sir Janies Yeo, in the Prince Regent, 
vdth the Princess Charlotte, Montreal, Niagara, CJiarwell, 
Star, and Miignet — Captain William H. Mul caster, and 
(Jorrunandcis Stephen Po|>ham, Francis B. Bpilsbiiry, Alex- 
ander J!>obhs, Cliai'les A uthony, «tnd Edward Collier— r'lumng 
oil board Ij 100 troops, under Lieuteiiant-Generai Driim- 
niond, arrived off Oswego, on Lake Ontaiio. Captain Col- 
lier, in tbe Magnet, having reconnoitred the enemy’s de- 
fences, pi'-epai^ations were made to attack them ; but a heavy 
gale rendered it necessary for the s(piadron to gain an ofiing. 

On the inoniing of the 6th the s<piadron again stood in, 
and everything being in readiness, the boats, mth a division 
of 200 seamen armed wdth pikes, under Captain Mulcaster, 
400 inavines under Major Malcolm, and 140 troops, the 
whole under Lieutenant4k)lonel Fischer, pushed off in the 
boats of the squadron. Under cover of the fire of the Star 
and OhaTwell, the whole landed in good order, although 
exposed to a continual discharge of grayie from the batteries, 
and of iiruskefiry from 500 regulars and militia stationed on 
the brow of a hill. In ascending the eminence, a destructive 
fire was opened from the fort, and from American riflemen 
on the flanks. The latter were, however, attacked and dis- 
persed by the Glengarry light infantiy and two companies 
of De Wattevilles regiment, under Captain De Berry, The 
seamen then succeeded in driving 200 Americans into the 
woods, and mounting tlie ramparts in gtdlant style, gained 
possession of the foi't. Lieutenants John Hewett and James 
Laurie, of the marines, were amongst the first to enter the 
fort, and the former climbed the flag- staff in the face of the 
American riflemen, and teHring down the colours which 
were nailed to it, replaced them with British. Owing to the 
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Bhoalness of the water, the two large abips could not got 
near enoiigli to participate, but the Monti’ejil, Niagaray and 
smaller veBsels w'ere closely eng^]^ed with the batteries, by 
which the former wa^^ several times set on fire. 

The loss sustained in tMs brilliant allkir amounted to 
Captain of marines Wd Holtaway and fourteen men 
killed ; and Captain Miilcaster {dangerously), Oommander 
Pbpham, Cieutenant Charles W. G. GTiffin, John Eichardson, 
master of the Montreal, Lieutenant of marines J ohn Hewett, 
one caiptain, and one lieutenant of I>e Watte ville’s regiment, 
and, iifty-eight men wounded. Tlie A mericans acknowledged 
to a loss of six killed and tliirty-eiglit wounded, and twenty- 
five missing, but the British made sixty prisoners. Three 
schooners, seven heavy long guns, a largo quantity of 
ordnance and naval stores, and 2,400 barrels of provisions, 
fell into the hand of the captors, and three 24-ponnderH, four 
smaller guns, one schooner, the baiTacks, and all other public 
buildings were destroyed. 

By the capture of a boat from Oswego, containing naval 
stores, Sir James Yeo gained intelligence that eighteen other 
boats, similarly laden, ivere lying in Bandy Creek, watcliing 
an opportunity to enter Sackott’s Harbotir. On the 30tli of 
Muy he despatched Commanders I^opham and Bpilsbury, 
with 180 seamen and marines, for the jnirpose of cutting 
them oiit. On arriving within a short distance of the enemy, 
Lieutenants Thomas B. Cox and Patrick McYeagh, with the 
marines, landed, one on each bank of the river, tlio lattci* 
being jmcornpaniod by Lieutenant Brown with the coliorn 
and small arm jiai'ty. w<jre, however, attacked by a 

party of 150 riflemen, 200 Indians, and a large body of 
militia and cavalry, lying in arnbusli, and, aller a noble 
resistance, were <)verpowei*ed and made prisoners. Their 
loss aniounte<J to Mr. Hoare, masters mate, and eighteen 
Tuen killed, and fifty dangerously and badly wounded, in- 
cluding Lieutenants Cox and Me Veagh. Had it not been for 
the generous exeitions of Major Appling, the greater part, 
if not the whole, of the British Avoidd have fiillen sacrificcH 
to their savage enemies. 

On the 14th of June, the boats of the 74-gun ship Superb, 
Captain the Hpnpumble Charles Paget, were sent away under 
the orders of Ijieutenant Jame^ Garland, together with two 
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boats of the Primime, Oominaander Creorge Hilton, to endea- 
vour to effect the destruction of spme ships an^ at 

Warcham, a town situated at the head of B\i25sard’s Bay, or 
Iliver, in the state of Connecticut. of the 

navigation rendered the undertaking one of great difficulty, 
Ijut, notwithstanding, Lieutenant Garland completely suc- 
ceeded in his object, without incurring the slightest loss. The 
vessels destroyed by him measured in the aggregate 2,522 
tons, and he also burnt down a large cotton-inanufactory, 
valued at half a million of dollars. lu order to make good his 
retreat during dayliglit, unmterrupted by a large body of 
militia assembling on the banks of a narrow stream through 
which he had to pass, Lieutenant Garland used the precaution 
of securing some of the principal inliabitants of the place, 
whom he carried with liim as hostages for the observance of 
a tnice until he was beyond the reach of harm. This measure 
had the desired effect, and the hostages -were relanded at the 
first convenient spot. 

On the 28th of June, at daylight, in latitude 48*^ 3'6' north, 
longitude 11^ 15' west, the IS-gun brig Reindeer, Commander 
WilHam Manners, bore uj» before a light breeze from north- 
iMist, in chase of the United States 18-g\m coiwette Wasp, 
Captain Johnston Blakeley. At 3h. 15in. p.m., being within 
musket-shot on the starboard and weather quart ei* of the 
American corvette, the Reindeer opened fire from a 
12-pounder carronade mounted on her forecastle, and at 
3h. 26m. the Wasp luffed across the Reindeer’s bows, firing 
her starboard guns. The Reindeer then ranged up on the 
larboard beam of tlie enemy, and a spirited cannonade ensued, 
which continued until 5h., when, in consequence of her un- 
manageable state, the Reindeer fell foul of the Wasp, her 
bow coining in contact with the enemy *s lai’board quarter, 
and in this position became expose-d to a destructive raking 
. fire. Caj)tain Manners, who had been badly wounded in the 
calves of the legs at the commencement of the action, con- 
tinued at his station encouraging the crew by his heroic 
example. Shoiily afterwards a canister-shot passed through 
both his thighs, and he fell on his knees, but quickly sprang 
up again, and, although bleeding profusely, refused still to go 
below. By this time the grape and musketry from the Wasp 
had caused such havoc, that Captain Manners determined on 
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an attempt to bo&r^^ jbds opponent, and, calling to his crew to 
iMlow liim, was in th^ the main rigging of 

the Reindeer with that design, when two musket-halls 
the inain-top of the Wasp penetrated his skull, and came 
out heheath his^ Placing one hand on his forehead, and 
with the other convtdsively brandishing his sword, he 
exclaimed, " Oh God I’’ and dropped lifeless on his own 
deck l ^ At 4h. the American ciew inished in a body on 
board the IMndeer, and carried her without further re- 
sistance.^ The hull of the Reindeer was literally cut to 
pieces, and her masts were in a tattering state. Out of 
ninety-eight men and twenty boys, with which she com- 
menced the action, her commander, John T. Barton, purser, 
and twenty-three men were killed ; and her only lieutenant, 
Thomas Chambers, Matthew Mitchell, master’s mate, Henry 
Hardiman, midshipmaTi, her boatswain, and tbirty->seven men 
wounded. Total : tweiitj^-five killed and forty- two wounded. 
The crew of the Wasp numbered 173 men, and ‘she had 
eleven killed and fifteen wounded. The Reindeer was 
destroyed by the captors, and the Wasp airived at L’Orieiit 
on the 8th to refit. * 

On the 12th of July, the 4-gun cutter Landrail, Lieutenant 
Rolyexi} D. Lancaster, when crossing the Channel, engaged 
the Gnited States privateer schooner Syi*en, mounting one 
long 1 8-pounder on a pivot, four long 6-pounders, and two 
1 8-pounder carronadea, and manned with a numerous crew. 
The action lasted two hours, at the%xpiration of wliich the 
Landrail, being in a shattered and unmanageable state, and 

* James, in describing the conduct of Captain Manners, indulges his 
readers with the following well-meant, and not inappropriate, (luotation 
froinGloyer.'—- 

To live with fame 

The gods allow to many ; but to die 
With equal lustre is a bk^^ 

Selects iVoin ail the choicest boons of fate. 

And with a sparing hand on few bestows.^' 

* Tiiis may be pronounced one of the best-fought sloop actions of the 
war^ The British crew had long served together, and Captain Manners 
was the idol and delight of liia men. They were called the pride of 
[Plymouth. Gallant souls ! they wanted but as many like themselves 
as would have brought, them in number within a fourth of their opp(>- 
nents, and the Americ?ans would have had to me the chiy that the Wasp 
encountered die Beindeer . — ^ 
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with seven out of her crew of nineteen men and boys 
wounded, surrendered. 

On the night of the 12th of August, Gomniamler AleX' 
ander Bohbs, of the Charwell, stationed in the Niagara ^ 
proceeded in the execution of a |dan he had formed for 
destroying three of the enemy’s Bchooners attached to Fort 
Erie. These were tlxe OhiOj Somers, and Porcupine. In 
order to put this into execution, Captain Dobbs caused his 
gig to be carried across from Qiieenstown to Fimehman’s 
Creek, a distance of twenty miles, when, by the aid of a 
ptu'ty of Canadian militia, lie succeeded in conveying hve 
bateaux a distance of eight miles to Lake Eiie. 
Biitish party numbered only seventy-five, but these sue- 
ceoded in getting alongside of, and in carrying, sword in 
hand, two of the schooners — ^the Ohio and Somers. Captain 
Dobl-xs was assisted in his hardy enterprise by Lieuteiiant 
Coplestone KadclifTe (who was killed), and John Grindred 
and George Hyde, mates of the Star and Charwell. Bejsides 
Lieutenant liadclifib, one xnan was killed and four wounded ; 
find the Americans had one killed and seven wounded, The 
third schooner would in all probability have shared the fate 
of her consorts, but tlxe cables of the two captured vessels 
having been cut, they drifted past the Porcupine, among 
the rapids. Captain Dobbs was wounded a few days after- 
wards in an unsuccessful attack upon Fort Erie in conjunction 
with General Dm iixmond. 

On the doth of Auguft, Captain Sir Peter Parker, at the 
head of a pai*ty of 104 sexunen and marines, landed from the 
38-gun frigate Menelaus, then at anchor olf Moorfields, in 
Chesapexike Bay, and proceeded to the attxick of a band of 
Amexican voluuteei^, under Colonel Head, who were drawn 
up in line, and flanked by some pieces of artillery. The 
British advanced gallantly, and having fired, charged and 
drove the enemy through their camp into the woods, and 
coiitinxied to follow them until the brave Sir Peter Parker, 
John T. Sandes, midshipman, and twelve men vrere killed, 
and twenty-seven wounded, inclading among the latter Lieu- 
tenants of marines Benjamin G. Benyon and George Poe. 
The remainder retreated and regained ship, caiTying 

with them the body of tlieir intrepid captain j thus unhappily 
lost to his country. ^ 
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Oio tlie 1st of September, «it 7h. P.M., the 18-gun brig 
Avon, Gojnm^inder the Honoxirable James Arburtbnot, being 
off Ij’ O rient, fell in with the American corvette Wasp, wliich 
'had only x^ecently quitted that port, completely refitted. At 
3h. 38m., after making night signals to the stranger, the 
Avon fired two shot at her, and at 9h. 20m., being then on 
the Wasp’s lee-bow, Captain Arburthnot hailed, Init without 
receiving any definite answ-er. Soon afterwards the A. von w^as 
hailed and ordered to heave to ; but this the latter declined, 
and at 9h. 25m. set the fore-topmast studding-sail. At 
9h. 20m., the Wasp having fii*ed a shot, the Avon eorninenced 
the action by the discharge of her larboard guns, wdien the 
Wasp bore up, and, running under the Avon’s lee, at 9h. SOm. 
opened her larboard broadside, and in a few minutes, the 
span of the Avon’s peak halyai’ds having been shot away, 
the boom main-sail fell upon and covered the aftermost guns 
on the engaged side. The Avon’s mainmast soon afterwards 
fell by the board, thus leaving the brig in an ungovernable 
state, and incapable of resistance. .A.t lOh. 12in. Captain 
Blakely hailed to know if the Avon had surrendered, and 
was answered in the affirmative ; but just as the boat from 
the Wasp was on the eve of taking possession, a strange 
sail was discovered close at hand. This was the 18-gun brig 
Castilian, Commander David Braimer. The Wasp imme- 
diately made sail, pursued by the Castilian, which at 1 i li. 
40m. fired her lee guns at the Wasp j but the repeated 
signals of distress made by the Avon induced Oiiptaiu 
Braimer to disco ntinueHhe chase of the enemy, and to close 
tb^ shattered brig. Captain Bi'aimer soon became aware that 
the Avon was sinking, and immediately sent away all her 
boats to save the people ; and at Ih. A.M.on the 2nd, just as 
the last boat had left the Avon, she went down, affording 
sufficient proof that she had not been suri'endered w ithout 
good reason. Out of 104 men and thirteen boys, the Avon 
lost her first lieutenant (John Prendergast) ajid nine men 
killed, and Captain Arburthnot, Ideuienant John Harvey, 
John Trti vers, midshipman, and twenty- nine men wdinded. 
The Wasp received some trifling damages by the Avon’s fire, 
and had two men killed and two wounded. The Wasp did not 
regain a port in the United States, having, it is sxipposed, 
foundered off Madeira about the latter end of the same month, 
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The Americans, after t-heir victory o ter Commodore Bar- 
clay's flotilla, recovered the command of Lake Erie | besides 
which they became masters of Lakes Huron and Superior, 
and of the large territory of Michigan, together with five 
tribes of Indians, previously allies of the British; Everj’'- 
thing seemed to favour their conquest of Upper Canada; but 
the Americans had become lukewarm and tired of the war. 
The command of the flotilla on Lake Erie had devolved on 
Captain Arthur Sinclair, who, taking mth liim the brigs 
Niagara- and St. Lawrence, and schooners Caledonia, Ariel, 
Scorpion, and Tigress, in the month of July departed for 
Lake Huron, to capture the British port of Michilimacinac, 
situated at the head of the lake. The American squadron, 
however, on the 4th of A ugust met a repulse. Obtmniag infor- 
mation that Lieu tenant Miller Worsley, with the British North- 
West Company’s schooner Nancy, was at Nattawasaga, Cap- 
tain Sinclair proceeded tiiither, after sending the St. Ijawrence 
and Caledonia, wdth a portion of troops, to co-operate with 
the Americau army at Fort Erie. 

The Nancy was lying about two miles up the Nattawar 
saga, under the protection of a block-house (mounting two 
24-pounder carronadcs and a long O-pounder), built on a 
peninsula near Gloucester Bay. The enemy anchored within 
a short distance of the block-house, and opened fire from the 
twenty-four heavy pieces of ordnance mounted on the broad- 
sides of the three vessels. The fire from the block-house was 
maintained with considerable spirit, but Lieutenant Worsley, 
finding the odds too great against him (he having only 
twenty-three men with him, while the attacking force 
ceeded 000 in number), determined on abandoning the place. 
Jtist as he liad juepared a train leading to the Nancy from 
the block-house, to be ignited previously to retreating, a 
shell pitched on board the schooner, and igniting the train, 
both were blown up. Lieutenant Worsley and his gallant 
party embarked in a boat and escaped up the river, and the 
whole of the company’s richly-laden canoes got into French 
Biver. Having achieved this victory, Captain Sinclair de- 
parted in the Niagara for Lake Erie, leaving the schooners 
Scorpion and Tigress to reduce the garrison of Michili- 
macinac. 

After remaining some few days at their station, the 
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American schooners removed to tlie neiglibourhood of St. 
Joseph’s, where, on the 2Jth of Aiigust, they' were diseo- 
vei*ed by a pmty of Indians on their way to the British 
fort, pn the 3 let of August lieutenant Worsley and his 
men also aniv^ at Mich iUmacinac with iiitelligence that the 
schooners were five leagues apait. It was immediately re^ 
solved to attempt their capture, and on the 1st of Septemher 
Lieutienant Worsley and his party, consisting of Wm. H. Bob- 
son, midshipman, and eighteen men, re-embai*ked in their boat, 
and three other boats were manned by the ganison, under 
the command of Major Bickson and Lieutenant Bulger. 
The total number of officers and men in the four boats was 
ninety-two. On the 2nd of September, at sunset, the boats 
arrived at the entrance to St. Maty’s Strait ; and on the 3rd, 
at 6h. P.M., ascertained that one of the scbooners was at 
anchor about six miles off. The boats at 9h. reached within 
100 yards of the schooner before being seen, wlien they 
became exjiosed to a smart fire of grape and muslcetry. 
They, howeAer, resolutely advanced, and, two boarding on 
each side, the United States schooner Tigress in about five 
minutes was in possession of tlie gallant lieutenant and his 
party. The British loss amountecl to two men killed, and 
liieutenant Bulger and five men wounded ; and the Ame- 
rican s, out of a crew of twenty-eight, had three men killed, 
and one or two wounded. 

The prisoners having hecn sent under a sufficient escort to 
Michilimaeinac, tlie Tigress was got underweigli on the 
following morning (still keeping her Anieritjan colours flying), 
and proceeded in seaivh of the Scoi’i>ion. On the 5th, the 
latter was obseiwed, and, perfectly unsuspicious of tlie event 
which had happened, the Tigress was suffered to ap}>roach 
the Scorpion within two miles. the day diiAvned on the 
6th, the I'igre^s was again gob underweigli, ami running 
alongside her lat(i consort, the British officers and men jumped 
on the deck, and in a few minutes replaced the American 
with British colours. Two men were killed and two wounded 
belonging to the Scorpion in the scuffle, and one soldier of 
the Tigress was wounded. These schooners were fine vessels, 
of 100 tons admeasurement, and had on board large quan- 
tities of arms and ammunition. They were valued by the 
proper officers at £16,000 sterling. Lieutenant Woivsley 
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was not promoted until the 1 3th of July, 1815, but tlie 
naval medal has, notwithstandiug, been granted to the sur- 
vivors engaged in the service. 

On the 26th of August an expedition sailed from JJalifax, 
under the joint command of Sir John Sberbrooke^ governor 
of the province, and Ilear-Admiral IMward Griffith. The 
squadronwas as under : — 


Gitns. Ships. 

‘ ( Kear- Admiral Edward Grit&th 

74 I Captain Robert Bame 

Bulwark ,, Farmary P. Epwoith 

Endymion .... „ Henry Hope 

Frigates j Bacchante .... ,, Francis Stanfell 

( Teriedos ,, Hyde Parker 

Corvettes, &c. — Sylph, Rifleman, and Peruvian ; Commanders George 
DickcnKS, Joseph Pearce, and George Kippeii. 


In addition to the above, ten siiil of transports were 
eir}])loyed to convey troops. The object of the expedition 
was an attack of the north-eastern possessions of the 
Americans, and also on tlte river Penobscot. Having ascer- 
tained, on the 31st of August, from the Rifleman that the 
American 2G-gun frigate Adams, Captain Charles Moms, 
had a few days previously entered the Penobscot, and had 
jiroceedcd twenty-seven miles up the river for security, it was 
determined to make an immediate attack upon her. The 
squadron, led by the Tenedos, entered the river witli a fair 
wind, and by dayliglit on the 1st of September anchored off 
the Foit of Castine, which place was in a few hours compelle^l 
to sun’ender. Tlie service of de.stroying the Adams was 
intrusted to Captain Barrie, who, taking with him the 
Peruvian and Sylph, and the Dragon’s tender, commande<l 
by Lieutenant William Woodin, the three vessels, containinir 
about COO troops, undei!^ieutenaut-Oolonel John, departcMl 
accordingly. At 2h. p.m. on the 2nd, the Peruvian and con- 
sorts, after surmounting innumerable difficulties, arising 
fx'om the state of the weather and intricate navigation, 
airived off Frankfort, about five miles from Hamden, and by 
lOh. the whole force had disembarked. After a bivouac, 
amidst incessant rain, the whole were put in motion at 
Gh. A.M. on the 3rd, accompanied along the riveris bank by 
the boats under Lieutenants George Pedlar (Dragon), the 
Honourable George J. Perceval (Tenedos), and Francis 
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Orinond (E»dymion)/ preceded by a rocket-boat, under the 
immediate command of Captain Bairie, in whicli were 
Mr. Small, midshipman, and the gunner, Ginton. 

The Adams was moored abreast the town of Hamden, 
and protected by near 1,400 militia. About a quarter of a 
mile to the southward of the fiigate, and calculated to com- 
mand both the highway by wliich the British troops must 
advance, and the river access, were mounted eight long 
IS^pounderv and 18-poanders were mounted on a 

wh^rf close to the Adams, and completely commanding the 
river, which at that particular part was only 600 yards in 
width. The British shore pariy, including eighty seamen, 
under Lieutenants James Symoiids, Samuel Mottley, and 
Henry Slade, and J olm Spuiiing, master, all of tlie Bulwark, 
and eighty marines, under Captain Thomas Carter, of the 
Dragon, did not exceed 760 men. The moment the boats 
rounded a point of the river which brought them in sight 
of the Adams, a heavy hut ill-directed fire was opened upon 
them from the hill and wharf. The fire was speedily re- 
turned ; and the effect of a dischai-go of rockets Avas very 
decisive. The sliore party ascended tlie liill with the utmost 
gallantry, the American militia retj*cating before them with 
all speed. Before the boats got within graj)e“s]iot distance 
of the Adams, Captain Morris, finding himself thus shame- 
fully deserted, set fire to the ship, together with tw^o other 
vessels, and all three were de.stroyed. The British then 
pushed on for Bangor, of which they also gained posstjssion, 
and at this place destroyed one shij), a brig, three scliooners, 
and a sloop. A brig pierced for eighteen guns and the 16-gun 
privateer Decatur were also captuix'd, but affcerwa»*(I.s lost in 
descending the river. Several vesscils on the stocks, on the 
banks of the river, were left unto^iched. 

The Adams measui'ed 783 tons, and formerly mounted 
thirty-two guns ; her crew consisted of 248 picked seamen. 
This impoi^tant service was performed with the loss of one 
seaman killed, and Captain Thomas Gell, 2l)th regiment, and 
sevei-al private soldiers woipided, and one missing. Lieu- 
tenant Bedlarwjis promoted (it is presumed for this service) 
on the 12th of October following, but the naval medal has 
not been granted to those participating in so meritorious and 
hami'dous an undertakuig. 
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III August, the British naval force on Lake Champlain was 
as follows : — lO-gun brig Linnet, Oommander Daniel Pring; 
lO'^gun cntter Chnbb, Lieiitenant James McG}ue; 8-guu 
cutter Finch, Lieutenant William Hicks; and ten gun-boats 
moil n ting in all thirteen guns, and mannecl with 
and boys, of whom oniy thirty were British seamen. The 
total force was forty-eight guns and 444 men and boys, of 
whom by far the greater part were soldiers and panadian 
militia. To the above was added, on the 2f5th of August, a 
ship which had been hastily constructed at Isle aux Hoirs, 
to mount thirty-six guns, and on board this ship, which was 
named the Conhance, Captain George Downie hoisted Ms 
pendant on the 3rd of September, in command of the flotilla. 
The American naval force at Plattsburg consisted of the 
2G-gun ship Saratoga, Commodore Thomas Maedonough, 
20-gim brig Eagle, 17-gun schooner Ticonderoga, 7-gun sloop 
Pi’cble, and ten heavy gun-boats. The force of the American 
squadron was eighty -six guns and 981 serviceable men, 
made up oi seamen and marines belonging to the American 
ships laid up at different ports. Commodore Do^mie was 
ordered to act in conjunction with the land forces under Sir 
George Prevost ; but the general suffered the brunt of the 
work to fall on the flotilla, which, unhappily, was barely in a 
condition to protect itself. Scarcely was the Oonfiance in the 
water, and before time sufficient to get the rigging over her 
mastheads had elaj)sed, when Sir George Prevost commenced 
his system. Letters and messages were continually arriving- 
while tlie shipwrights were yet at work performing essential 
works, such as fitting breeching-bolts — to the effect that the 
ship’s and squadron’s co-operation was urgently required. 
Finding his letters and messages to fail in making Comiiiodore 
Downie peifform impossibilities, Sir George had the assurance 
to cast a shir upon his exertions. " The commander-in- 
chief,” wrote Sir Geoige, " hoped Captain Downie allowed 
himself to be delayed by nothing but the wind.” The in- 
sinuation was felt, and on the 8th of September, just thirteen 
days from the date of her launching, and five from the time 
Commodore Downie had taken the command, the Confiance 
and s<][uadron got imderweigh from Isle aux Koirs, and 
anchored abreast the main body of the army, to await the 
^iiivM of the remainder of her crew from Quobea At thia 
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time the ring-bolts for the guns of the Confiance were not 
driven/ no^ the magiaLzine ready to receive the powder. The 
ConhaiiceV crew numbered 270, hut was of a motley de* 
scription. The whole were strangers to each other and to 
the officers, and Captain Do wide was acquainted with no 
other officer tlian his first lieutenant, nor the fii’St lieutenant 
with any other than the captain. 

On the 10th, while part of the crew were ascending the 
ship’s side, the hammer of the shipwright still emxdoyed, the 
guns being fitted, and the powder in a boat alongside (the 
magazine not being ready), a message from Sir George 
Prevost was brought to Captain Downie, requesting Ids 
immediate co-operation. Trusting to the assurance given by 
the commander-in-chief that the army would storm the works 
of Plattsburg, while the squadron attacked the naval force in 
the bay, the commodore, notwithstanding the unprepared 
state of his ship, consented to go into action the next morning. 
The plan then decided upon was, that, when rounding Cum - 
berland Head, the Confiance would scale her gqps, and that 
this was to be the signal for the column of attack to advance 
xipon the enemy’s works. On the llth, at daylight, the car- 
penters still necessarily employed, Commodore Downie, true 
to his engagement, made the signal for the squadron to weigh, 
and in a short time the whole were under sail and standing 
over for Plattsburg Bay. At 7h. the American squadron 
was discovered moored in line ahead, abreast the American 
encampment, and the commodore issued orders for the mode 
of attack to be pursued. But want of \rind and an unforeseen 
circumstance defeated his plans. The whole success liiiiged 
upon the co-operation of the army; but Sir George Prevost, 
instead of ordering the attacking column to jnove forward 
when the signal agreed uj>on was made by the Confiance, 
gave orders fpr the men to go to broakfiist ! Consequences 
the most fatal ensued. A division of gun-boats rowed out 
to the attack, and galled the British squadron in its approach. 
Commodore Downie, whose ship engaged the Saratoga veiy 
gallantly, was killed in the early part of the action.^ The 

* Tins gallant officer met his death in the following manner : — A shot 
from the Saratoga striking one of the 24-pounder carrOnades on board 
the Confiance, knocked it completely off the slide against the captain, 
whc was standing close in the rear of it. He received the blow upon 
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Finch grounded on > reef of rock% and was eompelk^ to 
surrender. Eight of the gun-boats deserted, and in the 
course of a short time the whole squadron was overpowered 
and cut to pieces. Had Sir George Prevost moved forw£ird, 
or suffered only a division of the force under his command to 
attack the enemy’s works, the fire of the batteiies might have 
been turned with equal ease upon the Americans ; in which 
case a decisive, victory must have been gained^ and we should 
not have had to lament the untimely death of the many 
brave men who fell. The loss sustained on this occasion wLli 
appear in the accompanying table : — 


BRITISH. 

AMERICAN. 

Ships’ Names. 

Crew. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships' Naunes. 

Crew. 

1 

1 

1 

Confiance ...... 

270 

41 

t>0 

Saratoga * . . , ; , 

300 

28 

29 

I-innot 

80 

10 

14 

Eagle 

160 

13 

20 

Chubb 

40 

6 

16 

Ticonderoga .... 

130 

6 

6 

Finch 

30 


2 

Preble and gun- ) 




Cun-]>oat3 

294 



boats ...... j 

391 

6 

3 

Total 

714 

57 

92 

Total 

981 

52 

58 


All inquiry would have been instituted into the facts of 
this unfoitiinate business, had it not been for the death of 
fclie principal, if not only, blameable person. Charges vrere 
drawn out by Bir James Yeo, imputing the whole fault of the 
loss of the ships to the backwardness of Bir George Prevost ; 
and but for the cause above stated, an investiigation would 
have taken place. At the court-martial subsequently held 
upon the surviving officers and crews of the British vessels, 
the whole were acquitted, and the couri particularly men- 

his right groin ; and although signs of lifo were exhibited for a few 
minutes, he never spoke afterwards. Ko part of his >skiri was broken ; 
and a biaek mark of about the circumference of a Binall plate was the 
only visible hurt sustained.^ His watch was perfectly flattened, and was 
found with the harids pointing to the hour, iuinute, and second at which 
tlic fatiil hurt was i-eceived. 
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tioned Captam PiiBg and Lieutenant Jolm Roberti^on (wbo 
succeeded to the cominand of, and gallantlj fought, tbe Con- 
fiance, after the death of Captam Downie), Lieutenants 
Christopher James Beil and James Robei*tson, commanding 
the gun-boats Murray and Beresford, and Lieuteuant William 
Hicks (acting), of the Blnch, as having conducted themselves 
with great zeal, bravery, and ability during the action/’ 

Notwithstanding occasional reverses, British power became 
gradually more predominant in America. For a period the 
sqriadron employed upon the Aiuerican coast ijivas under the 
command of Admiral Sir John B. Wan^en ; but the services 
of a younger officer being required, Vice-Admiral Sir Alex- 
ander Ooclirane, ill the 74-gnjn ship Tonnant, Captain John 
Wainwright, superseded Sir John in tlie summer of tins 
year. Rear-Admiral George Cockburn, with his flag in the 
74-gun ship Albion, Captain Charles B. H. Ross, arrived in 
May, and superseded Captain Barrie in cominand of the 
squadron in Chesapeake Bay. One of tiie first acts of the 
rear-admiral was against an American flotilla commanded 
by Commodore JoKsliua Barney. Tliis flotilla consisted of 
seventeen vessels of light draught of water. The com- 
modore’s vessel was the sloop Scorpion, mounting eight c^ir- 
ronades and a heavy long gun on a j>ivot carriage, and the 
remainder were gun -boats, mounting two long guns, one at 
the bow and the other aft, the largest carrying 32-poundeivs 
and sixty men, and the smallest 18-poanders and forty men. 
On the 1st of June this flotilla chased the schooner St. Law- 
rence and seven boats belonging to the Alliion and Dragon, 
wliich they compelled to take shelter under the Dragon’s 
guns. The tlotilla was piu'sued by the Dragon, and fled for 
refuge to the Patuxent ; Tjut having retired to such a dis- 
tance that the vessels could only be readied by boats, a 
squadron under Captain Robert Barrie established a close 
blockade. Every attempt to draw Commodore Barney from 
his place of security failed, although parties were constantly 
landing and hai'assing the enemy’s coasts. 

On the 19th of July the rear-admiral was joined by a 
battalion of marines and a detachment of marine artillery, 
when he determined to proceed up the Potomac to the 
attack of St. Leonard’s, tlxe capital of St. Mary’s county, 
where the 36th United & te*? regiment was quartered 
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Hie marines under Major George Lewis landed, wbile the 
boats of the squadron pulled up to the town ; but the 
Aincilcans obsei'ving the advance of the marines, quitted 
the place, and suh^ered the British to take quiet possession, 
A quantity of military stores, and also of tobacco, flour, and 
provisions, were here found ; the former yiras destroyed, but 
the latter and a schooner were brought away. The town 
was, however, spared, not a musket having been fired^ which 
was mosfc probably owing to the orders promulgated by the 
rear-admiral ; # namely, to refrain from all violence or de- 
struction where none was offered by the inhabitants. 

Another successful expedition was undertaken by Bear- 
Admiral Cockbum to Nominy Fcriy, Virginia, where a 
large body of militia had assembled. The enemy fled pre- 
cipitately on the approach of the British, and after remoring 
the tobacco and other stores found in the various dejiosi- 
tories, the storehouses and public buildings were set on fli*e 
and destroyed. The British I’cturned to their ships with 
135 refugee negroes, two captured schooners, a large quan- 
tity of tobacco, dry goods, and cattle, and a few prisoners. 

On tlie 24th the rtjar-admirai proceeded up St. Clementes 
Creek, in St. Mary’s county, with the boats and marines. 
The militia showed themselves occasionally, but retreated as 
soon as discovered ; and the boats returned to the ships 
without any casualty, with four prizes. As the inhabitants 
offered no molestation, they were undisturbed, and with the 
exception of one farm-house, from which two muskets were 
fired at the admiral’s gig, and which was therefore de- 
stroyed, no damage was done. On the 26th the rear- 
admiral reached the head of the Ma^hodic, in Virginia, where 
six schooners were burnt ; and having then visited every 
place of im])ortance on the Virginian side, the squadron 
removed to an anchorage above Blackstone’s Island. 

On the 29th the rear-admii'ai and his party proceeded 
up the Wicomoco river, and landed at Hamburgh and 
Ghax)tico, but put the inhabitants to no frirther inconve- 
nience than that of compelling them to funiish supplies for 
the forces, which were iiberiUly paid for. On the 2nd of 
August the squadron dropped down the Potomac to the 
entrance of the YeocGinico, and a landing was effected on 
the 3rd. Some resistance was hei*e offered by the enemy, 
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wkich lia(l collected in a strong body ; but the steady ad- 
vance of tbe British carried all before it, and the retreating 
force was ibllowed ten miles up the country. A field-piece 
was captured, and several houses, which had been conveited 
into depots for militaiy stores, were destroyed. Learning 
that General Hungerford, who commanded the militia, had 
rallied at Kiii>sale, the rear-admiral pushed forward, but 
oii his gaining the heights the Americans fled with precipi- 
tation. A quantity of stores found at this jdace were shipped 
off, the storehouses and two batteries destroyed, and the 
rear-admiral and his party, numbering only 700 in all, 
re-embarked, carrying off five prizes. The American general, 
Taylor, Was unhorsed, and nairowly escaped being made a 
prisoner. Three men of the British were on tins occasion 
killed, and as many wounded. Several other incursions 
were made with equal success ; but they were only preludes 
to the brilliant success which ensued. 

Intelligence had been conveyed to the American president 
as far back as June, that an attack upon Washington would 
probably be made, and in consequence the whole military 
sti'ength of the United States was drawn together and 
ordered to hold itself in readiness to defend the capital. A 
squadron under Kear-Admiral Pnlteney Malcolm, in the 
7 4-gun ship Iloyal Oak, Captain Edward l)ix, consisting of 
three frigates, three sloops, two bocab-vessels, and eight 
transports, containing a body of troops under Major-General 
Bos.s, arrived on the 24th of July at Bermuda. On the 
17th of August the whole (including the Tonnant and 
36-gun frigate Euryalus, Captain Charles Napier, wliich had 
preceded the squadron) joined Bear- Admiral Cockbum at 
the mouth of the Po tomac. 

Bear- Admiral Cockburn, during one of many of his excur- 
sions in company with Major-General Boss, suggested the 
feasibility of an attack upon "Witshiiigton, and the vice- 
admiral decided that the attemjyt should be made. The 
knowledge of the country gained by the rear-admiral now 
proved of inestimable value ; and to his experience the suc- 
cess attained must be attributed. Discarding all idea of 
the usual routes to the city, he decided oii proceeding up 
the Patuxent, and by way of Bladensburg. Commodore 
Barney’s gun-feoats were all tliis while locked up in the 
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river ; and as an attempt upon the flotilla would answer two 
ends, the one being a pretext for ascending that river and 
the other its captm^e or destruction, this was immediately 
resolved upon. As a further diversion appeared called for, 
Captain James A* Gordon was intinisted with the commaud 
of a squadron, with which he was to proceed up the 
Potomac as far as Alexandria, a city about eight miles 
below Washington : the able manner in which this service 
was executed will hereafter be detailed. 

The troops (about 4,000) intended for an attack upon the 
fcideral city, having been conveyed up the Patuxent as far as 
Penedict (a small town about fifty miles south-east of 
Waslangton), disembarked on the 19th*and 20tli of August ; 
snd on tlie evening of the last-named day, Hear- Admiral 
Cockbnrn, taking with him the armed boats, proceeded to 
the attack of Baniey’vS The boats were accompanied 

by tenders from the sqtiadron, containing supplies for the 
troops, and the whole moved on together, the army pro- 
ceeding along the bank of the river, covered in its advance 
by the boats. The boats and tenders, in which were em- 
barked th(3 marines of the squadron, under Captain John 
Kobyns, and marine artillery, under Captain James H, Har- 
rison, were in three divisions. The first was in chai'ge of 
CommanderB Thomas Ball Sulivaii and William S. Bad- 
cock ; the second, of Coramanders Howland Money and 
the Honourable Kenelin Somerville ; and the third, of 
Commander Hobert Hamsay ; the whole being under the 
superintendence of Caj>tam Wainwiaght, of the Tonnant. 
The frigates Severn and Ilebnis, Captains Joseph Hoarse 
and Edmund I^dmer, acc(>mj>anied by the gun-brig Manly, 
Commander Yincent Henvton, followed the boats as high as 
Btaiedict ; when their boats, under their respective com- 
manders, joined the expedition. 

On the morning of the 22nd, when rounding Pig Point, 
t])e flotilla was discovered moored in line of battle astern of 
tlie commodore. On nearing the sloop beating Commodore 
Barney’s broad pendant, the vessel was observed to be on 
fire, and slio soon afterwards blew up, as did also fifteen out 
of tlm sixteen gnn-boats. The remaining gun-boat, together 
with thirteen merchant schooners, fell into the hands of the 
British, also a large quantitv of tobacco. Ott the afternoon 
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of tlie mme dayv Major-Genoral Ro with the troops, 
anived and eiicampcjd in the town of Upper Slarlborongh, 
after a iatiguing march of forty miles, performed in tliree 
days, under a scorching sun. In the meanwhile General 
Winder and his army, having been joined by Commodore 
Barney and the men Irom the flotilla, were encamped at 
Long Old Fields, only eight miles distant, where, on the next 
day, they Were reviewed by the president, Mr. Madison. 

The trifling opposition met with during the inarch from 
Benedict having deteiinined General Ross to proceed at 
once to the attack of Washington, a large portion of the sea- 
men and marines, under Rear-Admiral Cockburn and Cap- 
tain Robytis, crossed over from Pig Point to Mount Calvert, 
and from thence joined the land forces at Upper Marl- 
borough. As the ]:>ritish advanced, the Americans fell 
back ; and on the night of the 23rd the British occupied 
the position at Long Old Fields previously held by the 
Americans. On the 24tli, at daylight, Generfd Ross put th«i 
troops ill motion for Bladenslmrg, a distance of about twelvci 
miles, and shortly before noon the British gained the 
heights facing that village. The force of the Americans at 
this time is variously stated ; some of then* writers making 
the total no more than 7,^^93, while others allow that 
General Winder was directed to call out a total force of 
16,300 men, including militia and GOO seamen. The enemy 
had tw^enty-three pieces of artillery on the field, varying 
from 6 to 18-pounders, and the army was drawn up in two 
lines, upon a comm nn ding eminence on the north of the 
road lea(hng to Washington ; iind the further to stimulate 
thetn to deeds of glory, the president was on the lield of 
battle. 

About 1,500 only of the British were engaged, when the 
Amencans fled with precipitation and in the utmost con- 
fusion, leaving ten pieces of cannon ; but not more than 
120 prisoners were taken, owing to the fatigues previoiisly 
undergone by the British, which prevented their overtaking 
their more nimble enemies. The victoiy w^as not achieved 
without a severe loss, w^hicli, however, was principally occa- 
sioned by the American artillery : the total of troops killed 
was sixty-four, and 185 wounded. Of the naval brigade, 
one marine was killed; iispd Jeremiali McDaniel, master’s 
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mate, two serjeants, aiid tliree marines wounded. Among 
the II avid officers on tlie field of battle, besides Reai^A d^^ 
Oockburn, were Captain Edmund Palmer, Arthur Wakofiold, 
midshipman, lieutenant J ames Scott, of the Albion, acting 
as the rear-admirars aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants of ma- 
rines tlohn Lawrence and Athelstane Stephens. 

As soon as the troops 'were a little rc^froshed, the major- 
general and rear-admiral, at the head of about 1,000 men, 
moved forward, and at 8h. p.m, anived at an open plaiii 
about two miles from Washington. The troops here halted, 
while the general and admiral, accoinpaiiied hy a small 
guard, rode forwai’d to recoiuioitre. On arriving near some 
houses, the party reined in, to consult as to the prudence of 
entering the city. While in consultation, a volley of mus- 
ketry was fired from one of the houses, which killed one 
soldier and General Ross’s horse from \inder him, and. 
wounded three soldiers. The admiral instantly rode back, 
and quickly bringing up the light companies of the advanced 
body, the house ^was surrounded, and as soon as the inmates 
Avere removed, it was burnt down, and tbe adjoining house 
also' consumed. The Cajiitol was then set on fire. Scarcely 
had the flames tiscended fi’om tbe Capitol Hill when a. hoii\y 
explosion in the navy-yard announced that the Amei’icaus 
were also engaged in the work of destruction. By tliis time 
the British forces from Bladcnsburg Lad arrived, and 
occupied the hill ; and at lOh. 30m. P.M., a party having 
been sent to destroy the fort and public works at Greenleaf’s 
Point, Major-General Boss and the admiral, each at the 
head of a small detachment of not more than 200 in all, 
I>roceeded down the hill towards the president’s palace. The 
admiral finding the defence of tlie commauder-in-cliief’s 
head-quarters” abandoned, gave directions for sotting it on 
fire. The building containing the treasury and war ofiicos 
was the next to fail, and the destruction of the office of the 
“ ISTational Intelligencer” was meditated; but finding that it 
would probably lead to the loss of pri vate property, he <lesistcd 
from hurning it. The British then retired to Ca])itol Hill. 

On the morning of the 25th of August the office of the 
secretary of state was burnt, and ilie printing materials of 
the government paper destroyed. The extensive rope-walks, 
at some distance from the city, were destroyed, together 
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with the great bridge across the Potomac; an immense 
quantity of small arms and heavy ordnance was also in- 
cliided in the ruin. A party under Captain Wain wriglit set 
fire to the few stores and buildings in the navy«yard which 
had escaped the flames applied to them by the Americans, 
on the preceding iiight. A frigate of 1,000 tons, iiearly 
ready for launching, was burnt on the stocks by order of the 
3 )resident, and also the 22-gun corvette Argus, ready for sea. 
Tliis^ was saving the British the trouble, as the difliculty of 
conveying them down the Potomac woixld have been too 
great to wanant the attempt. According to tlie oflicial 
estimate of the public propeity destroyed, it amounted to 
the sum of £365^463 sterling. Private property and peace- 
able citizens were invariably respected. A serious accident 
occurred to the party at Greenleaf’s Point. Some powder 
concealed in a well accidentally took Are, and killed twelve 
and wounded thirty oflicers and men, and this, with the 
exception of those already mentioned, was the only casualty 
attendant on the capture of Washington. On the 2oth, at 
8h. r.M., the British quitted Wiisliington on their return, 
and having procured at Bladensburg vehicles for the con- 
versance of the Avounded, preceded by a drove of sixty or 
Siiventy head of cattle, moved leisurely forward towards 
Benedict, wiiich they reached on the 2 Dili, in the evening. 
On the following day the >vhole re-embarked, and descended 
the Patuxent with the prizes. 

We now recur to the squadron under Captain Goi'doii, 
consisting of the 38-gun frigate Sealiorse, 36-gun frigate 
Euryalus, Caj)tain Charles Napier ; bomb-ships Devastation, 
^Etna, and Meteor — Commanders Thomas Alexander, Bich- 
ai*d Kenah, and Samuel Itoberts ; rocket-sldp Erebus, Com- 
mander David E. Bartholomew, and the Anna Maiia tender, 
Master’s mate Matthew Gray. On the ITtli of August the 
s(|imdron weighed from the anchorage at the mouth of the 
Potomac, without a pilot, began to ascend the river, 
the navigation of which was unknown to any one on board. 
On the following day the Seahorse grounded, but by putting 
her guns on board the tender, she was again got afloat, and the 
squadron continued its course. On the 25th, while jmssing 
tlie flats oif Maryland Point, the Seahorse ,and Eurytilus 
received much damage from a heavy squall ; but in the 
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course of twelve hours everj trace of injury had been re- 
moved. 

After being some twenty times aground, and continually 
warping for five succevssive days, the squadron anchored 
abrcij.st of Fort Washington on the 27 th. The attack was 
coinmenced by the bomb-vessels, which threw several sliells 
into the fort; and in the meanwhile the frigates Avarped 
into position near the foi*t. No sooner had the first shell 
burst, than the garrison was observed quitting the town ; 
but, siispecting some concealed design, Captain Gordon 
ordered the filing to be continued. At 8h. P.M., how'‘ever, 
an explosion of the magazine took place, and the firing 
ceased for the night. On the 28th, at daylight, possession 
was taken of the forts intended for the protection of Alex- 
andria ; and as soon as the destruction of the guns (twenty- 
seven in nuTriber) and their cairiages had been effected, the 
squadron proceeded up the narrow channel to the town. A 
boat with a flag of truce was sliortly afterwards observed 
approaching ; when a proposal from the common council of 
Alexandria was made to capitulate ; but Captain Gordon, 
Avitli that caution and decision which it well became him to 
o},)serve, declined to listen to any proposition until he had 
y)laced his squadron in such a position as w’^ould enable him 
to enforce any ternis it might be considered desirable to make. 

Those? insisted upon by Captain Gordon Avere hiimiljatirig 
enough, for they stipulated that the Americans should raise 
the vessels which liad been scuttled and place them in the 
same state as they were Avhen the Biitish squadron passed 
the Kettle Bottoms ; the owners were directed to send on 
hoard their rigging and store.s A\dthout delay; all merchan- 
dise Awas to be brought back ; and the merchants directed 
to load their own vessels, Avhich were to be towed off by the 
captors. At the same time Captain Gordon did not intend 
to enforce the tenris, unless circumstances rendered tlieir 
execution iinperatiA-e upon him, 

John Wont Frazer, midshipman, one of the officers em-. 
ployed in seeing the terms dictated, by Caj)tain Gordon 
comj)lied with, haAU ng strayed some few yardvS from his boat, 
Av;is assaulted by tAvo naval officers on horseback, stated to 
have been Captains David Porter and John 0. Creighton 
An attempt Av^as made to carry off Mr. Frazer, although at 
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the same time a flag of truce was flying on the walls of 
Alexandria ; but obtamiug a glimpse of the British boat’s 
crew, the officers, if such they really were, made a } >recipitate 
retreat. In consequence of the feeling manifested by the 
inhabitants of Alexandria upon this occasion, Ca]»tain Gor- 
don refrained from carrying into effect tlie last article of the 
treaty, by wliich it was stipulated that, upon the least 
mfnmtion of the flag of truce, the sqimdron should open fire 
on the town. 

Oh the 31st, early in the morning, Commander Henry 
L. Baker, in the 18-gun brig Fairy, which had fought her 
way up the river, arrived at Alexandria with order's for 
Captain Gordon’s return. On the same day, witliont waiting 
to destroy the stores, the squadron weighed, accom] raided by 
twenty-one sail of prizes, many of which having been sunk, 
had been raised, masted, fitted for sea, and loaded in the 
course of three days. Contrary winds made it necessary for 
the ships to w^arp down the river; in attempting which the 
Devastation grounded. The Americfms, on the watch to 
take advantage of any accident, immediately assembled their 
gun-boats and fire-vessels, and under the orders of Com- 
modore Ilogers, advanced to the attack of the bomb-vessels. 
Captain Alexander, however, taking command of the boats 
of his own vessel, proceeded to the attack of the gun-boats, 
which, upon his approach, retreated. The fire - v esse s were 
also rendered harmless by the boats, which towed them out 
of reach of the ships. John Moore, midshipman of the 
Seahorse, w'^ls particularly mentioned by Captain Gordon as 
having signalized himself on this service. 

Bear-Admiral Cockburn having in the meanwhile I’etirecJ 
from Washington, the Ameidcans determined, if possible, to 
prevent the return of the squadron down the Potomac ; 
and the banjes were lined with seamen from the diflerent 
sliips at Philadelphia and Norfolk ; and riflemen, artillerists, 
and militia were lying in ambush on every jioint, ready to 
avail themselves of the slightest advantage resulting from 
accident or other cause. Batteries were thrown up in the 
be.st positions for attacking the ships. The Meteor and 
Fairy, in advance of the squadron, continued to move down 
the river, and, assistcid by the tender and a boat belong- 
ing to the Euryalus, greatly impeded the progi'ess of the 
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eiiemy in their works ; notwithstaiiding which, however, the 
Americans succeeded in increasing their batteries from five 
to eleven guns, and in building a furnace for heating shot. 
On the 3rd of September the ,^Etna and Erebus got down 
to the assistance of the Meteor and Faiiy, and on the fol- 
lowing day the frigates and prizes arrived there also ; but 
the Devastation was still five miles astern. The grand 
attempt Avas now made. The Erebus sustained much 
damage from three field-pieces befoi'e they could be silenced. 
The ]3evaatation was subjected to a second attempt from the 
enemy’s fire-vessels ; but her boats, assisted by those of the 
Faiiy, compelled the gun-boats to retreat with the fire-rafts. 
In an attempt, however, to dislodge the enemy from a nar- 
row creek in which they had sought refuge, the Fairy sus- 
tained a severe loss, including among the killed, the second 
lieutenant, Charles Dickinson. 

On the t'ith, at noon, the wind being fair and every suitable 
arrangoineut made, the two fiigates anchored ^'ithin musket- 
shot of the batteries, to cover the prizes, as they passed 
between them and the shoal. The Meteor, uEtna, and 
Devastation, and tlie Fairy and Erebus, firing as they passed, 
took up a position to facilitate the further removal of the 
frigates. At 3h. p. At., the batteries having been silenced, the 
Seahorse and Euiyalus cut their cables ; and the whole 
squadron proceeded onwards towards the next point to be 
contested by the Americans. Two batteries, mounting to- 
gether from fourteen to eigliteen heavy guns, were here 
constnicted on a range of cliffs of about a mile in extent, 
close under whicli the squadron had to pass. It was not 
intended to make the dttack that evening ; but the Erebus 
having grounded within range of the batteries, the whole 
squadron was necessarily called into action. The guns of the 
Fairy and Ei-ebus Avoro most admirably directed, and had 
great effect, while the bomb-ships threw shells with equal 
precision. By 8h. p.M. the American batteries were silenced ; 
and on the following )norning the squadron passed without 
molestation. On the 9th the Seahorse and squadron re‘* 
anchored at the entrance of the Potomac, the spot which 
they had quitted twenty-three days previously. 

The loss during this most fatiguing and arduous service 
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was not so heavy as might reasonably have been expected. 
On board the squadron it amounted to seven (including 
Lieutenant Dickinson) killed, and thirty >five wounded. 
Amongst the latter were Captains Napier and Bartholomew, 
Lieutenant Beuben Payne, and Andrew Keid, master’s mate, 
all slightly. Captain Gordon, in his official letter, mentioned 
in the most gratifying manner all the captains and officers 
associated with him in the enterprise, and in pai-ticular 
described the conduct of Lieutenants Henry King (first of 
the Beahorse) and Thomas Herbert (first of the Euryalus) 
in the highest terms ; nor did he omit naming the impoi’tant 
part enacted by the master of the Sealiorse, Alexander 
Lfouthean, who, he stated, “both found and buoyed the 
channel of a navigation which no ship of a similar draught 
of water had ever before attempted with her guns and stores 
on board.” So difficult indeed was the navigation considered 
by the Arriericans themsel ves, that a seaman of the Seahorse, 
who had served on board the President, stated that that 
frigate took forty-two days to accomplish the same distance, 
without her guns on board. 

The attack upon Baltimore was attended with less fortunate 
results, owing to the great strength of the place. Baltimore 
is built on a tongue of land watered on one side by the 
Susquehana, and on the other by a continuation of the 
Ohesapeake. The city is about fourteen miles distant from 
the confluence of the Patapsco and Chesapeake, and is sur- 
rounded by detached hills, one of wdiich on the eastern side 
commands the place. The entrance was protected by Fort 
McHenry, distant two miles from the city, and by a bar 
running across the harbour, on which there are only about 
fourteen or fifteen feet water. The successes of the British 
arms at Washington had struck a panic into the inhabitants 
of this important place; and it is probable, that had a 
vigorous blow been immediately struck, the result would 
have been most favourable; but some delay taking place, the 
Americana r-ecovered from their fears, and resorted to the 
strongCKst means for protection in the event of an attack 
Exclusive of 16,300 militia, regulars, and flotilla-men, which 
General Winder had been ordered to assemble for the defence 
of the district, numerous volunteers came flocking in from 

2i2 
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Pennsylvania, anti tlie seamen and marines belonging to the 
ships of Commodore Rogers and Captains Perry and Poi-ter 
also aiTived from the banks of the Potomac. 

On the 6th of September, the Royal Oak, bemng Vice- 
Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane’s dag, with the squadron 
and transports, sailed from Tangier Island, and on the 1 Ith 
anchored at Noiiili Point, where the whole force disembarked, 
numlxning 3,270 rank and file, including a division of sea- 
men, the marines, and black colonial marines of the fleet. 
Tlie seamen, in number 600, were commanded by Captains 
Edward Lowther Crofton, Thomas Ball Sulivaii, Rowland 
Mojiey, and Robert Ramsay ; and the marines by Captain 
John Robyns. The fiigates Severn, Euryalus, Havannah, 
jvnd Hebnis, fivo mortar-ships, and the Erebus rocket-sliij), 
were appointed to proceed up the river to the attaf^k of Fort 
‘McHenry and other contiguous batteiies. Immediately on 
laifding, the British force, commanded by Major-General 
Ross, acconipanied l)y Rear-Admiral Cockburn, moved for- 
ward tow^arcis the city, without meeting any considerable 
opposition. In the only skirmish of any consequence, Major- 
General Ross was killed by a musket-ball, and the command 
of the troops devolved on Colonel Brooke, of the 4th regi- 
ment. An action took place the same day within about live 
miles of the city. The Ameiican army, numbering about 
4,600 men, was drawn up with six pieces of artillery and a 
body of cavalry ; and in a position to be supported by a 
reserve of upwards of 8,000 men. The attack of the British, 
however, was irresistible. Tlie men advanced in the face of 
a constai^t and well-directed fire of musketry and from the 
field-pieces, and tlie Americans retreated before them to the 
shelter of a wood, from which they were dislodged at the 
point of tlie bayonet. The Americana left their wounded 
and two guns upon the field. The loss to the navy in this 
impoi-tant battle amounted to Arthur Edmondson, captain’s 
clerk, five seamen, and one marine killed ; and Captain of 
marines J ohn Robyn s,. Lieutenant Sai npsonMarshall (severely), 
Charles Ogle, midshipman, thirty seamen, and fifteen marines 
wounded ; making, with the loss sustmned by the troops, 
fcHy-six killed, and 300 wounded. The large number of 
wounded in proportion to the killed may be accounted for 
by the fact that the Americans used buck-shot ; and the 



1814.] ATTACK ON BALTIMORE. 485 

severity of the loss was occasioned by their advantageous 
position. The enemy acknowledged to a loss of twenty 
killed, and ninety wounded, and forty-seven missing ; but 
the Biitish made 200 pnsoners, which proves the last return 
to be untrue, and we may therefore place what reliance we 
please uj.)on the others. 

On the morning of the 13th, the British advanced and 
took up an eligible situation two miles to the east^vard of 
Baltimore, whence the powerfxd defences of the city were 
discovered, and prejxartions made for stonning the works. In 
endeavoming to reach Fort McHenry, several of the squadron 
grounded ; but on the 12th, at 9h.. p.m., the Meteor, -diiltna, 
Terror, Volcano, and Devastation mortar-ships, Captains 
Samuel Boberts, Bichard Kenah, John Sheridan, David 
Price, and Thomas Alexander, and rocket-ship Erebus, 
Captain David E. Bartholomew, anchored in a positioii to 
bombard the fort and batteries, the frigates being outside. 
On the 13th, at daylight, the firing commenced, and was re- 
turned from Fort McHenry, the Star Fort, and batteries oii 
each side of the river. The firing contiuncd all day, but 
with veiy little effect, on account of the distaiice. At niglit, 
a divison of t wenty boats was despatched up the Feny branch 
to cause a diversion in favour of a projected assault xxpon the 
enemy’s camp ; but in conseqxierice of the extreme darkness 
of the night, the boats sx?parated, and eleveau returned to 
their ships. The remaining nine boats, containing 128 
olKcers and men, under •Captain Napier, passed up the river 
some distance above Fort McHcany, and opened a fire of 
rockets and musketry ; but Captain Napier not having liis 
whole party, refrained from landing, A body of troojm was 
qxiickly drawn to the sj>ot, and Oxptain Napier having thus 
effected the principal object intended, ix^turned down the 
river. When abreast of the fort, one of the oiJicmvs unad- 
visedly discharged a rocket, and a he'd^ry fire was instantly 
opened upon the boats, but which fortunately killed no 
more than one man of the party; no other casualty 
occurred. 

The expedition was on the same evening countermanded 
by the vice-admiral ; and the British quitted their encamp- 
ment, and retreated leisurely to North Point, where the 
troops re-embarked. The object in view by the commander 
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in-chief in withdrawing the forces a projected attack on 
Kew Orleans. 

On the 12th of September, Captain the Honourable Henry 
W. Percy, in the 20-gun ship Hermes, having under his 
orders the 20-gun ship Carron, 18-gun brigs Sophie and 
Childers, Captains the Honourable Hobert 0. Spencer, 
Nicholas Lockyer, and John B. Umfreville, anchored about 
six miles to the eastward- of Mobile, on the coast of West 
Florida, for the purpose of making an attack upon Fort 
Bowyer, situated on Mobile Point. This fort mounted 
twenty-eight gnus, principally 32 and 24-pounder8. In con- 
sequence of the intricacy of the channel, however, it was the 
15 til before the ships could cross the bar to talce up their 
station ; but this was at length accomplished, and the 
Hermes, Sophie, Carron, and Childers anchored in line ; the 
two first by the head and stern witliin musket-shot of the 
battery, but the two latter fiir astern. Preriously to this, 
a detachment of sixty marines and 120 Indians, with a small 
howitzer, under Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Nicolls, had 
landed on the peninsula, and a party proceeded to secure the 
pass of Bonsecours, twenty-seven miles to the eastward of the 
fort. Owing to the distance at which the Carron and Chil- 
ders had unavoidably anchored, the cannonfide was confined 
almost exclusively to the Hermes and Sophie, and in a short 
time the superior fire of the fort had nearly crippled the 
Hermes. Having had her bow cable cut, the Hermes was 
swept aground by the current, with her head exposed to a 
heavy fire, which in a short time cleared her decks. She 
was, however, got off, and her foremost guns brought to bear. 
Tlie fire of tlie Sophie was very inefficient, owing to her 
rotten state, from which cause the breediing-bolts drew and 
the guns upset. The Hermes then endeavoured to drop out 
of gun-shot, but again took the ground, and every means 
having been used to get her afloat, in which every boat but 
one was destroyed, Captain Percy determined to abandon the 
ship, and the Hennes was set on fire. The loss amounted in 
the Hermes to seventeen killed, including Richard C. Pyne 
(master), B. Hewlett, master’s mate, and G. Thompson, boat- 
swain, and five men mortaliy, two dangerously, fifteen 
(including Lieutenant-Colonel Nicolls) severely, and three 
slightly wounded ; and on board the Sophie 8i?c men were 
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killofJ and sixteen woundai Total ; twenty-eigbt killed 
or moi'tallj wounded, and thirty-six severely and slightly 
wounded. 

On the 26th of September, a squadron, consisting of the 
74-gun ship Plantagenet, Captain Robert Lloyd; 38-gtm 
frigate Rota, Captain Philip Somerville; and 18-gun brig 
Carnation, Commander George Bentham, cruising off the 
Western Islands, discovered at anchor in Payal Roads the 
American schooner privateer General Armstrong, Captain 
Oamplin, of seven guns and ninety men. The neutrality of 
the poiii having been violated by the Aineriam captain in 
firing on a boat from the Plantagenet, by wliicli t wo men 
were killed and two wounded, Captain Lloyd determined to 
attempt the cayiture of the privateer by tlie boats of the 
squadron. At 8h. p.m. the Plantagenet and Rota anchored 
off Payal Road, and at 9b. seven boats from the two ships, 
containing 1 80 men, under the orders of Lieutenant William 
Matterface, of tlie Rota, departed on tliis service. At mid- 
night, after a fatiguing pull, the boats arrived within hail, 
when they received from the schooner, and from a batteiy 
erected with some of her guns on a point of land, a heavy 
fire of cannon and musketry. Two of the boats were sunk, 
and more than half the men that had been sent away in tliom 
killed or wounded. The remainder returned, and about 
2h. A,M. on the 27th reached the Rota. The Rota’s first and 
third lieutenants (Matterface and Charles P^;. JSTonnan), one 
midshipman, and thirty-one seamen and marines were killed ; 
and lier second lieutenant, Richard Rawle, Lieutenant of 
marines Thomas Park, — Bridgeman (acting) purser, two 
midshipmen, and eighty-one men wounded. Soon after day- 
light the Carnation stood into the roads to attack the 
privateer ; but the Americans set fire to and destroyed 
her. 

On the 9th of October, the 40-gun frigate Eiulymion, 
Captain Henry Hope, being off the shoals of Kantuckot, fell 
in with the United States 18-gun privateer brig Ktiufcliatel, 
manned with a crew of 120 or 130 men. It falling calm, 
Captain Hope despatched the boats of the frigate, under tlie 
orders of Lieutenant Abel Hawkins {an. officer of sixteen 
years’ standing), to board her. The boats’ crews gallantly 
attempted to possess themselves of the brig, but were beaten 
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otr witli great loss. Lieutenant Hawkins, one midshipman, 
and twenty-sis: men were killed ; and two officers and thirty- 
ti\'e men wounded. In addition to this heavy loss, the 
launch was overpowered and captured with the remainder of 
her crew, who were made prisoners. 

On the 8th of December, Yice- Admiral Sir Alexander 
1. Cochrane, in the Tennant, anchored off the Chandelcur 
Islands. On the same day, while the 38-gun frigate Armide, 
Captain Edward T. Troubiudge, accompanied by the Seahorse 
and Sophie, was running past the chain of small islands 
betw^een Mobile and Lake Borgne, she was fired at by two 
American gun-bdats. Three other gun-boats were shortly 
afterwards observed cruising about the lake. Sir Alexander 
Cochrane having selected the head of this lake for the dis- 
embarkation of the troops inteiided for tlie attack upon New 
Orleans, the remainder of his squadron and the troop-ships 
joined him at his anchorage in the course of a few days ; but 
as the disembarkation must necessarily be performed for 
many miles in boats, it became necessary, f>reviou.sly to 
making the attempt, to free the lake of the gun-boats. 
Accordingly, on the night of the 12 th of December, forty- 
two launches,, armed with their usual carronades, and three 
gigs, oontainirig in all 980 seamen and marines, quitted the 
Armide in. three divisions, under the orders of Commander 
Nicholas Lockyer, assisted by Commanders Henry Montresor 
and Samuel lloberts, each in command of a division. - The 
enemy was of no mean description, and was in possession of 
all the advantages resulting from local knowledge and posi- 
tion. The gun-boats measured from seventy-five to 129 tons 
each, and some of them had t%vice crossed the Atlantic.^ 
No. 156 was commanded by Lieutenant-Commandant Thomas 
A. C. Jones, and mounted one long 24-pounder on a pivot 
carriage, four 12-pounder carronades, and four swivels, witli 
a crew of foity-one men. No. 23 mounted a long 32-poimder, 
six long 6-poinidfers, two 5-inch howitzers, and four swivels, 
with a crew of thirty-nine (we should rather suppose fifty- 
nine) men, commanded by Lieutenant Isaac McKeene. 
Tlmee othei'S were similarly armed and manned ; and in 
addition were a schooner and sloop, mounting each one gim. 

* Service JbwrwaiS for June, 1810, p. 186. 
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Captain Lockyer stated tbe total number of tlie American 
crews at 245. 

On the 13tii, in the afteimoon, the advance of the boats 
was observed by Lieutenant Jonea^ who believing them about 
to land troops, gave orders for the destruction of the stores 
at St. Louis Bay. The schooner detached om this service 
was attacked by a division of the boats, but unsuccessfully, 
in, consequence of the strong position occupied by her, under 
the protection of two guns. Dreading a second attack, how- 
ever, the schooner was destroyed by lier own crew, together 
with the storehouses. On the 14th Lieutenant Jones moored 
his flotilla, with springs on their calJes and with boarding 
nettings triced up, across the narrow chaimel known as 
Malheureux Island Passage, andiruso commanding a situation 
that the a])proach was most diflicult, and could not but be 
destructive to any assailant. At Oh. 30m. a. m,, having arrived 
within long gun-shot of the enemy', Captain Lockyer ordered 
the boats to anchoi’, to give the men their breakfasts, they 
having rowed thirty-six miles nearly all the way against a 
strong current. At lOh. 30m. the boats weighed and again 
took to their oars ; and in the teeth of their enemy, and of 
a tide running at the rate of three miles an hour, moved 
forward exposed to a heavy and destructive fire of round and 
grape. It was near noon when the headmost British boat — 
the second barge of the Seahorse, in which were Captain 
Lockyer and Lieutenant George Pratt — was enabled to 
grapple with the enemy. The barge laid the gun-boat, 
bearing the commodore’s pendant, alongside, and a (lesperato 
contest ensued. Nearly all the assailants were either killed 
or wounded, including among the latter Captain Lockyer, 
severely, and Lieutenant Pratt, niorially ; but the remnant 
gained the enemy’s deck, and being well supported by tlie 
Sealiorse’s first bai,’ge, under George R. Wliite, midslupman, 
and by the boats of the Toiinant, commanded by Lieutenant 
James B, Tattnall, the vessel was soon in possession of the 
British. The boat of the latter oflicer sank alongside the 
vessel, from the injuries she had received, but the cre w, taking 
possession of another boat, gallantly piweeded to the attack 
of the four remaining gun-boats. Other boats arriving up iu 
quick succession, the whole American force was in about five 
ininutes in possession of the British. The execution of tliis 
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daiiug service was attended witli a heavy loss, occasioned 
princix)a.ll7 by the galling fire to which the boats were 
exposed when advancing to the attack. It was as follows — - 
Thomas W. Moore, John Mills, and Henry Symons, midship- 
men, of the Seahorse and Trave, thirteen seamen, and one 
marine killed ; and Captain Lockyer, Lieutenants William 
G. Iloberts, Jolm Franklin, Henry G. Etongh, and George 
Pratt (the latter mortally), Lieutenant of mariiies James 
IJniacke, Mark Pettet, James Hunter, and John Sudbury, 
ma-ster’s mates ; John O. Peilly, Kobert IJniacke (mortally), 
Peter Drummond, George W. Cole, William G. White, 
David McKenzie, and — Pilkington (mortally), niidshipmen, 
fifty seamen, and eleven marines wounded. Total : seventeen 
killed and seventy-seven wounded, tliree mortally. The loss 
sustained by the Americans was sHglit in compariBon, amount- 
ing only to six killed, and thirty-tive, including Lieutenant 
Jones, wounded. The affair was very gallantly contested ; 
hut tile advance of the British under circumstances so dis- 
couraging, is one of the most daring ieats on record. Captains 
Lockyer, Montresor, and Koberfcs were promoted, and some 
of the lieutenants and midshipmen also gained a step in 
rank. The above is a naval medal boat action. 
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1815;1 AND PK3ESIDENT. 


1815. 

The Endyniion, after receiving a lieutenant, four midship- 
men, and tlurty-three men from the Saturn, to replace those 
lost in the attack upon the privateer in the manner already 
described,^ joined the 56-gun frigate Majestic, Captain John 
Hayes, and Pomone, Captain John P. Lumley. A fe^ days 
^terwards the 38-gun frigate Tenedos, Captain Hyde Par- 
ker, joined company. On the 15th of January these ships 
were cruising off Sandy Hook, when, at 5h. the United 
States 44-gun frigate President, Commodore Stephen Deca- 
tur, passed them about two nides to the northward. All 
sail was made by the British squadron, steering east by north, 
wind about noHh-west ; and at 6h. 3()m, the Majestic fired 
three shot at the chase, but was so distant that the fire wa« 
not returned. Towards noon the wind fell light, and the 
Endjmion, outsailing the Majestic, gained upon the Presi- 
dent. At ih. 15m. the President cut away her anchoi*s, 
started her water, and threw overboard boats, spars, &c., 
to facilitate her retreat, and continued to wet her sails from 
the royals downwards. At 2h. p.m. the President opened 
fii*e from her stern-chasers, and at 2h. 30m. tlie Endymion 
fired her bow guns. At 5h. 30m. the chase \vore and 
altered course to south, her movements being closely followed 
by the British frigate, which soon afterwards brought the 
President to action. The two ships gradually closed until 
6h., when the musketry from the tops of the A mencan ship 
began to do execution on the deck of her antagonist. At 
6h. 40m. the President luffed across the bows of the Endy- 
mion, and the latter, passing under the President’s stem, 
fired two raldhg broadsides, and then hauling up, placed 
herself on the larboard and lee quarter of the latter. At 
7h. 15m. the Endymion’s larboard-quarter boat was shot 
away, and also her lower and main-topgallant studding-sails. 


* See p. 487, ante. 
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The President about this time ceased firing until 7h. 30m., , 
when it was resumed from , her aftermost guns, which 
brought down the Eiidjmion’s main-topmast studding-sail. 
The President then hauled suddenly to the wind> in the 
hope of escaping to windward, and the IUndyinion, pouring 
a raking fire into her stern, hauled up in pursuit. At 
7h. 40 m. the President kept more away, firing only at 
intervals, and at 8h, P.M, ceased altogether. Captain Hope, 
supposing the President to have surrendered, ordered the 
Eridymion to cease firing, and the British crew commenced 
bending new sails, those on the yards having been almost 
wholly destroyed by the American chain and bar shot. 

Tlie American frigate in the metin while continued her 
course to the eastward, under a heavy press of canvass ; but 
at 11 h. 15rii., the Pom one, ranging up on her larboard 
quarter, fired her starboard broadside. The President im- 
mediately roTi tided to, and hailed to say that she had sur- 
rendered ; but before the meaning of the hail was under- 
stood, the Pomone had dischurged a second broadside. The 
Tenedos shortly afterwards arrived up, and sent a boat to 
take possession of the prize. The Endymion, out of 319 
men and twenty-seven boj^s, had eleven men killed and 
fourteen wounded. The President’s loss, out of a crew of 
465 men and four boys, amounted to three lieutenants and 
thirty-two men killed; her commander, master, two mid- 
shifimen, and sixty-six men wounded. Total : thirty-five 
killed and seventy wounded. 

Had the Endymion and President met under different 
circumstances, more honour would undoubtedly have been 
gained liy the ctipture ; but the presence of the British 
squadron must certainly have served to damp the eneigies 
ot“ the Aincricans. That the Endymion would have made 
a prize of the President is more than probable, had the 
Pomone not interfered, in which case the victory would 
liav c been a proud one. The following shows the com- 
jrarative force of the combatants : — 

ENDYMIOH 

Broadside guns .. . ^24 . 

Crew (men only) . . Ko. S19 , 

Size Tons 1,277 . 


PRESIDEiNT. 

28 

.. 852 

.. 405 

.. 1,683 
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On the 17th, during a heavy gale from the eastward, tlie 
Endymion was obliged to throw ov^erboard her quarter-deck 
and forecastle guns, and lost her bowsprit and fore and 
main masts. The President lost all three lower masts, and 
several of her guns were also thrown overboard. Captain 
Hope was honoured with a gold medal for this action, and 
his first lieutenant, William Thomas Morgan, deservedly 
promoted. The President was added to the British navy 
under the same name ; but was old and so much damaged 
that she was never commissioned. The possession of the 
ship, however, afforded ocular demonstration of the “ eqTial 
force” by which British ships had been conquered. The 
capture of the President entitles those serving in the Endy- 
mion to the naval medal. 

On the 2()th of February, at Ih. 20m. p.m. (ISfadeira bear- 
ing west-south-west, distant sixtj" leagues), as tlie 22-gun 
ship Oyane, and 20-gun corv^ette Levant, Captains (.rordon 
Thomas Falcon and the Honourable George Douglas, were 
steering under all sail to the westward, a strange sail hove 
in sight, bearing north-east. Captain Falcon immediately 
made signals to the Levant, then nearly hull down to lee- 
ward, and, taking in her studding-sails, hauled up on the 
starboard ta:ck to reconnoitre. The stranger was soon made 
out to be a large ship, and was in fixet the United States 
frigate Constitution, Captain Charles Stewart, standing 
towards the British vessels under all sail. At 2h. 4oin, the 
Cyane boro up to close the Levant, and at 4h. 45in. shor- 
tened sail and hoA^e to to speak her, Avhen Captain Falcon 
gaA^e a correct opinion to Ca])taiii Douglas as to their pur- 
stier. As it was known that a British convoy, under charge 
of a small frigate, was not more than thirty miles to the 
southward, it became ati object of importance to draAv the 
enemy beyond their reach ; an<l accordingly Captain .Douglis 
(he being the senior officer) determined to make sail to the 
north wai'd, and also to offer the best resistance possible to 
the superior force ap])i'oacJiiing. The two ships then made 
all sail on a Avind j but finding the Constitution gain in the 
^hase, they bore up with the wind on the stm*board quarter. 

Captain Falcon suggested to Captain Douglas that the 
two ships should keep as iieaidy as possible abreast, so that 
both might use their stem chase-ginis, in the hope of dis- 
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abling their pursuer in her approach. This design wa% 
however, frustrated by the defective fitting of the guns. It 
was found on board the Levant tliat when the guns were 
placed in the stern ports there was not sufficient space left 
for the tiller to traverse ; and on board the Cyane the stem 
ports were found too small, and not calculated for oanonades, 
that ship having been originally built for long guns. On 
ascertaining these irremediable defects, Captain Douglas 
determined, at fih. 10m., again to haul to the wind on the 
starboard tack, with the Cyane astern. This alteration of 
course brought the Constitution on the weather quarter of 
the British vessels, distant one mile. 

At 5h. 30in., the American frigate, being about two 
points abaft the beam of the Cyane, and within point 
blank range for long guns, commenced the action. Both 
British vessels opened a smart fire in return, and the 
Levant, by keeping a close luff, was enabled to take an 
advantageous position on the bow of the frigate. Captain 
Falcon, finding the Cyane’s shot to fall short of the enemy, 
then braced sharp up to endeavour to get upon the quarter 
of the Constitution ; and at 6h. shivered the main-topsail to 
allow tlie enemy to draw a little ahead, when the Cyane 
again filled and stood towards the Constitution. But the 
latter defeated ' Captain Falcon’s intention, by throwing all 
aback, thus again bringing the Cyane upon the beam of her 
huge adversary, now noiirly within musket-shot. The supe- 
rior fire of the American frigate was soon evident. Four 
or more of the Cyane’s guns on the engaged side being 
dismounted or disabled, and, perceiving that tlie Levant 
had bore up with the supposed intention of wearing, 
Captain Falcon, at about 6h. 40m., also wore, and with 
groat difficulty the ship was brought to the -wind on the 
larboard tack, every brace and bow-line, except the larbotird 
fore-brace, ha^dng been shot away. The Constitution fol- 
lowed, and in a short time opened fire from the starboard 
guns. The Levant having suffered much from the enemy’s 
fire, had bore up to refit, but, by so doing, Imd ilivided the 
force, already vastly inferior ; and the Cyane, whoso masts 
and yards were all rendered unserviceable, at 7h. hauled 
down her colours and showed a light to denote her sur- 
rc/nder. 
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Two lioiirs after the. terminati^ of the action between 
the Constitution and Oyane, the Levant aiTived up, and 
after endeavparing to obtain the weather gage, recoiameneed 
firing upon the eneniy*s ship. Finding the Cyane to have 
surrendered, tlie Levant bore up to escape ; but, receiving a 
heavy raking fire, which .shot away her wheel, further re- 
sistance /was found unavailing, and the colours were hauled 
down. 

Out of a complement of 115 men and sixteen boys, the 
Levant had four killed and seventeen wounded ; and the 
Cyane, the crew of which consisted of 145 men and twenty- 
six boys, had four killed and three officers and seventeen 
men wounded. Total, in the two ships: eight killed and 
thirty-seven wounded. The loss of the Constitution, out 
of 472 menj amounted to six killed and eighteen or twenty 
wounded, several of whom mortally. Tlie whole number of 
guns on board the Biitish ships was fifty, of which only 
four were long guns, and those of light calibre. The Cyane 
measured about 530 tons, and was of the class commonly 
called “ donkey frigate.” She w’as armed with twenty-two 
32-pounder carrronades on her main deck, and eight 
18-pounder carronades and two long 9 -pounders on, her 
quarter-deck and forecastle. The Levant was a corvette of 
450 tons, mounting eighteen 32-pounder carronades and two 
long nines. Tlie Constitution’s armament and size have 
already been stated, and it is quite unnecessary to add one 
line to prove her immense superiority. 

Captains Douglas and Falcon wore, on the 28th of June, 
tried by a court-martial, at Halifax, for the loss of their 
respective ships, and fully and honourably acquitted of all 
blame, and deservedly apjilauded for the gallant defence each 
bad made. The court also expressed to the remaining crew 
of the Cyane, in the strongest terms, the sense entertained 
of theii* (iefermined loyalty in re.sisting the temptations held 
out hy the enemy to draw them from their allegiance, which 
they retained also under circumstances of almost unpre- 
cedented severity exercised towards them whilst on board 
the Constitution. 

On the 26 th of February, the 13-gun schooner St. Lawrence 
(twelve carronades, 12-poimdei’S, and one long 9-pounder), 
Lieutenant Henry Cranmer Gordon, while carrying de- 
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spatcBes from E^ar- Admiral Cockburn relative to the peace 
between the United States and Oreat Britain, "Was fallen in 
with and captured, after a very gallant defence, by the 
American H-gnn privateer brig Chasseur. The St. Law- 
rence, out of a crew of lifty men, had six killed and eighteen 
wounded ; and the Chasseur, out of 115 men, had live killed 
and eight wounded. 

Two actions of a disgraceful character on the part of the 
Americans remain to be recorded. The 22-gun corvettes 
Peacock and Honiet, Captains Biddle and Warrington, in 
company with a store-brig, on the 20th of Januaiy escaped 
from New York, and proceeded on a ciuise. On the 23rd 
the Hornet parteil company from her consorts and pro- 
ceeded to her 1 ‘endezvous oif Tristan -d’ A cunha. On the 
20th of Mai’cli the Hornet spoke a neutral vessel, when 
Captain Biddle was informed of the peace. Although infor- 
mation coming in this questionable shape was not binding, 
yet, as a national officer, it was Captain Biddle’s duty to 
have acted cautiously before setting it at defiance ; the more 
so as he was aware of the negotiations pending prior to liis 
quitting Ameiica. On the 23rd of March, at llh. a.m., as 
the Hornet was about to anchor off the northern end of 
Tristan-d’Aciniha, the 1 8-gun brig Penguin, Commander 
James Dickinson, hove in sight to windward, and made sail 
towards the Hornet. 

In' addition to lier usual armament of twenty 3,2-pounder 
carronades and two long 18-pounders mounted (on account 
of their great length) arnid-ships, the Hornet had muske- 
toons fitted in her the charge for each of which being 
fifty buck-shot ; a-ud uj)on each quarter a brass 4-pounder 
swivel w^as iriounted. Her crew consisted at this time of 
165 picked seamen — eight being absent in a prize. Each 
man was pirovidod with a boardiiig helmet made of tliick 
leather, and i^rotected from sabre-cuts by narrow cross iron 
bauds turning up at the sides, to prevent the bjow from 
glancing off the helmet and striking the shoulder. In fact, 
no improvement which ingenuity could suggest, or money 
purchiise, had been omitted to render thes^ vessels an<i their 
ci'ews perfect for offeilce and defence. Kfot so the British 
government : the 18-gun brig, ’which in point of tonnage 
and equipment w'^as most wretched, was thought all-sufficient; 
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and tlie navy was at no loss for officers gallant enough to 
place them alongside their nominal equals. The Penguin 
had been commissionod in. N^ovember, 1813; but such was 
the didiculty in procuring men, that her complement of 120 
was not raade up till the June following ; and the men, 
with some few exceptions, were wanting in almost every 
particular except courage, and twelve only of the whole 
number had ever been in action. The Penguin was stmt to 
the Capo of Good Hope, whe.re she lost several men by 
sickness. Commander Dickinson was soon afterwards de- 
spatched by the vice-admiral at the Cape in search of the 
iVmerican privateer ship Young-Wasp, and before sailing 
received on board an additional twelve marines, wdd eh in- 
creased her numl>er to 105 men (including officers) and 
seventeen boys : total, 122. 

At Ih. 45m. p.M. the l^engnin Iioisted her colours and 
fired a gun ; wdiereupon the Hornet hauled up on the star- 
board tack, and discharged her broadside. The Penguin 
immediately shortened sail, and rounded to on the samt; 
tack, to windward of her antagonist, and at about pistol- 
shot distance. In a .very short time the star and bar shot 
of the Hornet had done their work on the n'gging and sails, 
while a steady .fire of round and gi’ape, notwithstanding 
a heavy swell whicli prevailed, was taking effect u})on the 
I^enguins deck. As tlie brig neared the Hornet, the latter 
edged off the wind, and Commander Dickinson, at about 
2h. 15m., beKeving that the enemy was retiring from tiie 
contest, resolved ujion an attempt to board ; but before lie 
could put his design in force, wus mortally wounded. 

Lieutenant James McDonald then succeeded to the com- 
mand, and, in pin*suance of the captain’s intention, ordered 
the helm to be put a-weather, and ran the Penguin’s bow- 
sprit between the main and mizen masts of the American. 
The swell, however, soon parted the combatants, ajid tlie 
Penguin’s bowsprit, after carrying away the Hornet’s mizen 
rigging and spanker boom, snapped in two ; and almost at 
the same moment the Penguin’s foremast fell aft along the 
larboard and engaged sid(}. Still unsubdued, the Ilritisli 
crew endeavoured to get the brig round, so as to bring tlie 
starboard broadside to bear upon the enemy ; but her state 
was too unmanageable, and as no alternative remained 
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between being cut to pieces and suiTendering, tlie latter 
course was adopted. The action lasted about fortj minutes, 
and after a lapse of twenty-five minutes more, the Hornet’s 
boat came alongside with an officer - *.ake possession of the 
prize. 

The loss on board the Penguin was severe : Commander 
Dickinson (late the gallant first lieutenant of the Cerberus 
at Lissa), the boatswain, and four men were killed^ and four 
mortally w^ounded ; and Lieutenant John El win (very 
severely), John H. Bond, niastei*’s mate, and John Noyes, 
midshipman (each with the loss of a leg), and twenty-five 
men wounded. 

The Hornet had not wholly escaped. Several shot had 
struck her hull, and .some between wind and water, which 
obliged the pumps to be kept going. The number of her 
killed and wounded was concealed as much as possible, and 
her acknowledged loss was only two of the foimer and eleven 
of the latter. To show how far this wish of concealment 
was carried, Edward B. Kirk, one of the Penguin’s midship- 
men, who was the first prisoner taken on board, observed the 
crew, as he stepped on the Hornet’s* deck, in the act of 
throwing a man overboard, when sonic sign of animation in 
the poor fellow induced them to haul him in again. The 
man in a few days afterwards was walking about in a state of 
convalescence. Sixteen wounded men were counted in theii* 
cots by the Penguin’s ofiicers. 

The Penguin was destroyed by her captors on the morning 
of the 2oth, in order that she should not be a clog to the 
projected cruise to tlie East Indies, which Biddle and his 
friend Warrington (wbo joined shortly after the action 
ceased) were anxious to accomiilish before olficial intelligence 
of the peace reached them,^ 

On tlie 28th of April, the Hornet, in company with the 

* Tl)ere is mudi force in tlie remarks of Mr. James in reference to 
this meeting. ** Had the vessel in sight to windward been rigged with 
three masts instead of two, and had she on a near approach proved to be 

a British cruiser, Captfiiu Biddle would liave marked her down in his 
log as a ' frigate/ and have made off with all the canvass he could spread. 
Had the ship, nevertheless, overtaken the Hornet, and been in reality a 
trifle superior in force to her. Captain Biddle, we have no doubt, would 
have exhausted his eloquence in lauding the blessings of peace, before lie 
tried the effect of hid artillery in a struggle for the honours of war.*^ 
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Peacock, was ckased by the 74-guii ship Cornwallis, beariwg 
the flag of Bear- Admiral Sir George Burlton, when the two 
vessels taking different courses, the Cornwallis pursued the 
Hornet. While in chase, one of the Cornwallis’s crew fell 
overboard, and while heaving to to pick up the man, the 
Hornet got such a start that the Cornwallis was unable to 
make up for it. The Hornet raached the United States 
without a gun, or scarcely a musket on board, every thing 
heaw and moveable having been thrown overboard during 
the chase. 

On the 30th of June the Peacock arrived off Aiijier, in 
the Straits of Siinda, where the H. E. I. Company’s 14-gi<n 
brig Kautilus, commanded by Lieutenant Charles Boyce, of 
the Bombay marine, was lying at anchor. Previously to the 
commencement of hostilities, Mr. Bartlett, master. Cornet 
White, one of her passengers, and Mr. M^^Gregor, master 
attendant at Anjicr, repaired alongside the Peacock in a 
friendly way, to communicate the news of the peace. Mr. 
Bartlett, on arriving on the deck of tlie Peacock, -was instantly 
sent below, without being suffered to ask a question. Mr. 
M*^Gregor, who w^as rather better treated, communicated to 
the first lieutenant the most authentic inlbnnation of the 
peace between England and America, grounded on the 
authority of Mr. Madison’s proclamation, which he had 
jeceiv^ed from an American ship passing the sti'aits on her 
way to China. Mr. McGregor was instantly ordoired to join 
Mr. Bartlett below ! 

The Peacock continued her course for the brig, and liaving 
arrived within pistol-shot, the commander of the Nautihis 
hailed and asked if the captain knew that j>cace liad been 
declaimed. The only answer was, Haul down your colours 
instantly.” Lieutenant Boyce determining to resist tliis 
demand, an action ensued, w^hich terminated in the brig’s 
surrender. The gallant commander was most dangerously 
wounded, and amputation of the leg at the hip-joint ren- 
dered necessary.; the chief officer, Mr. Mayston, was mor- 
tally wounded, and six men (three of tliera lascars) were 
killed, and seven, including five lascars, wounded. Lieute- 
nant Boyce, after a long illness, was restored to comparative 
healtli, but lived the mai’ked victim of savage barbaiity, 
imworthy of a Bed Indian. 

2 K 2 
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On the 18th of February, a treaty of peace between Great 
Britain and the United States, signed on the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1814, at Ghent, was ratified at Waslungbon by the 
American president. 

On the 24th of February, Bonaparte, whose abdication of 
the crown of France and retirement to the island of Elba has 
been stated, embarked on board an armed brig, in which he 
returned to France on the 1st of March. The ‘‘ hundred 
days,” however, passed away ; and, after his defeat at 
Waterloo, Bonaparte, being unable to evade the British 
ciTfisers, surrendered himself, in Basque Roads, to Captain 
Fiederick I^ewis Maitland, on board tlie 74''gun ship Belle- 
rophon, on the 15th of July. In this ship he was conveyed 
to Plymouth, where he arrived on the 26th of the same 
month. The few actions fought in tliis short interval now 
remain to be recorded. 

On tbe 30th of April, the 74“g\m ship Rivoli, Captain 
Edward Stirling Dickson, captured off the island of Ischia, 
after a running fight arid gallant defence of fifteen minutes, 
the French 40-guii frigate Melpomene, Captain C'ollet. The 
frigate had six men killed and twenty-eight wounded ; and 
the Rivoli, one man mortally and six slightly wounded. 

On the 17th of June, the 18-gun brig Pilot, Commander 
John Toup Nicolas, being about fifty miles from Cape Corse, 
chased ajid brought to action the French 28-gun ship L^gere, 
Captain N. Tonlfet. The action was conducted in a manner 
highly creditable to Oaptfiin Nicolas ; but atter it had lasted 
nearly two bourvS, the French shi]), taking advantage of the 
disabled state of the Pilot’s rigging and sails, and the loss of 
her inairi-to[)mast, hauled to the wind on the larboard tack 
and got aw^ay. On board the Pilot, two men were killed, 
and Liimtenant Keigwin Nicolas, Thomas Rowe, purser, and 
ten men wounded. The L6gere’s damages were chiefly con- 
fined to the hull, and her loss is reported to have been 
twenty-two men killed and seventy-nine wounded. 

On the 18th of July, Captain Charles Malcolm, in the 
38-giin frigate Rhin, having under his orders the frigates 
Menelaiis and Havannah, Captains Edward Dix and William 
Hamilton ; 1 8-gun brigs Fly and Ferret, Commanders Augustus 
Baldwin and James Stirling ; and schooner Sealark, Lieutenant 
Robert Holpman, attacked a Finnch convoy in the harbour of 
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Corigeou, Bretagne. The merchant vessels were protected 
by a battery eligibly situated at the point of the harbour, by 
a large body of troops, and by a man-of-war brig and two 
other armed vessels. The Ferret and Fly entered the har- 
bour, while the seamen and marines of the squadron, com- 
manded by CaptJiiiis Malcolm and Hamilton, and Lieutenant 
of marines Benjamin Bunco, effected a landing, and after a 
sharp conflict the whole convoy was in possession of the 
British* The enemy had four men killed, and several, in- 
cluding officers, woimded, and the British party had one 
mortally and three slightly wounded. 

On the 7th of August, the ex-emperor was transferred 
from the Bellerophon to the Northumberland, Captain Charles 
B. H. Boss, bearing the flag of Bear-Admiiul Sir George 
Cockburn, K.C.B. On the 8th, the Northumberland sailed 
for St. Helena, on which island the “ general” and liis few 
attendants were landed on the 16th of October. Europe, 
being thus freed from the man who for so many years had 
involved it in war, now seriously set about effecting a per- 
manent peace, and on the 20th of November a treaty was 
solemnly concluded at Paris between the different belligerent 
nations 
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Abstract of the Losses of Line-of-Battle Ships irnd Frigates sustained 
by the French, Dutch, Spanish, Danish, Bussian, Turkish, and 
American Navies in the War commencing in. May, 1803, and ending 
in July, 1815. 


Nation. 

Ships of 
Line. 

Lost by 
Accident. 

Frigate.s. 

Lest by 
Accident. 

Total. 

Added 
to the 
Britleh 
Navy, 

Capt. 

Dest. 

Gapt, 

Dest. 

French . * ............ 

2(> 

9 

1 

55 

15 

. 5 

m 

59 

Dutch . , 


3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

11 

4 

Spanish 

10 

1 


6 

1 


18 

11 

Danish 

18 



9 

1 


28 

24 

BuBsiftn 

1 






1 


Turkish . . 


i 


i 

4 


d 


American 

i *• 



3 

1 


4 

8 

Grand Total 

55 

14 

2 j 

79 

23 


179 

101 


Dimtigthe same period the losses of the British navy were 
as follow : — 



1 

'd 

Lost by Accident. 


Description, 

3 





Total. 


a. 

cc 

U 

& 

WreUd. 

Fndrd. 

Burnt, 


Ships of the line 



8 

3 

2 

13 

Frigates, sloops, and } 
smaller vessels .... ( 

83 

7 

ICl 

50 

3 

304 

Grand Total . . . . i 

83 

i 

i 7 

i 

169 

53 

; 5 

317‘ 


* With reference to this total, it will be remarked that it is cliiefiy 
made up of small vessels, such as are not included in the recapitulation 
of the losses sustained by the other nations ; but it will further be ob- 
served, that throughout so long and severe a war, the total number 
actually taken or destroyed by the enemy ia ninety only, and does not 
include one line-of- battle ship. 
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• The above has been kindly furnished by Lieiitenaiit Paul H. Nicolas. The totals do not exactly correspond with 
those already given ; but we have great confidence in the correctness of the corapiler. 
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1816 . 

BOMBARDMENT OF ALGIERS. 

The atrocities conimitted by the Algeria es, and tbe bar- 
barous massacre of the crews of more tli an three liundred 
small vcKSselSj on the 23rd of Alay, 1816, at Bona, induced 
the British government to prepare an expedifcioii to act 
against the forts and shipping of Algiers. Accordingly, on 
the 28th of July, a fleet, con.si8tiiig of the following ships, 
sailed from Plymoutli Sound : — 

Guns.* Ships. 

100 Queen Charlotte . , 

98 Impregnable .... 

( Superb 

74 < Minden ,, ‘William Paterson 

(Albion „ John Coode 

50 Loaiider ,, Edwai’d Chetham, C.B. 

SeveiTi „ Hon. Frederick W. Aylmer 

^ ( Glasgow ,, Hon. Anthony Maitland 

Graniens ,, WiUiaTn Furlong Wise 

i Hebriis „ Edmund Palmer, C.B. 

Brigs — Heroir, Mutine, Britoniart, Cordelia, and Jasper; (toininanders 
George Bentham, James Mould, Robert Riddel, William Bargeant, 
and Thomas Carew. Bomb.s — Beelzebub, Fury, Hecla, and Infernal : 
Commanders William ICempthormi, Constantine R. Mooraom, William 
Popham, and Hon. George J . Perceval. Hoy — Falmouth. 

On the 9th of August, at 2h. p.m., the fleet anchored in 
Gibraltar Bay, where Lord Exniouth found tlie 7 4-gun shij) 
Minden, which had been ordered on ahead when off Falmouth ; 
likewise the following Dutch ships, under Yice-AdmirM Baron 
Van de Cappellen , 

Guns. Ships. Guns. Ships. 

( Melampuft . 40 A,mf?til 

40 < Frederica SO Dageraad 

(Diana [ 18 Eendragt 

The baron at once volunteered the cen-operation of his 


( Adm. Lord Exmouth, G.C.B. (blue) 
( Captain James Brisbane, C.B. 
i Rear-Adrn, David Milne (blue) 
j Captain Edward Brace, C.B 
,, Cluvrles Ekina 
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squadron, and the offer being readily embraced, Lord Ex- 
mouth made every preparation tor attacking the Algerine 
batteries. On the 13th of August, the 18-giiii brig Satellite, 
Commander James Murray, arrived from Algiers, and on the 
same day the captain of each ship received a plan of the 
fortifications, with instructions for their guidance. On tlie 
14tli, early in the forenoon, the wind having shifted to the 
southward, the whole fleet (except tlie J asper, which was 
sent to England with despatches), amounting to twe3nty-*three 
sail, with five gun-boats, and a sloop, fitted as an exy}losion- 
vessel, under the direction of Lieutenant Eichard 11. Fleming, 
weighed and proceeded on their destination. 

On the 10th the wind blew from the eastward; in the 
evening the 18-*gun corvette Prometheus, Commander Willmm 
B. Dashwood, /[oined from Algiers, having on board the wife 
and children of Mr. McDonell, tlie British consul ; but the 
Dey had detained the consul, and also the surgeon, three 
midshipmen, and eighteen men b^ilonging to the p 7 *ometheus» 

The fortifications of Algiex's were deemed almost impreg- 
nable. IJjDon the variou.s batteries on the norih side eighty 
pieces of cannon and eight heavy mortars were mounted ; 
but the water was so shoal that a large ship could not 
approach within their reach. Between the north wall of the 
city and the commencement of the pier (which is about 250 
yards in length, and connects the town with the lighthouse), 
were about twenty guns ; and a semicircular battery, mount- 
ing two tiers of guns, about forty-four in all, stood on the 
northern projection of the mole. To the southward of that, 
and nearly in line with the pier, was tlie lighthouse battery 
of thrc;e tiers, mounting forty-eight guns, next to whicli w^as 
the eastern battery,” mounting sixty-six guns, in throe tiers, 
flanked by four other batteries of two tiers, mounting alto- 
getlier sixty guns, and on the mole-head w^ere two long 
68-poiinders, ciescribed as being twuiiity Ibet in length. The 
total number of guns on the mole was at least 220, composed 
of 32, 24, and 18-pounders. The fish-mai‘ket battery, about 
300 yards west from the south mole-head, mounted fifteen 
guns in three tiers. Between that and the southern ex- 
tremity of the city were two batte^ie^s of five guns each. 
Beyond the city in this direction was a castle and three 
other batteries, mounting together about seventy guns. In 
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the rear of the city, and on the heights, were several other 
batteries; so that the total number of guns mounted for 
the defence of tiiis fastness of robbeiy, oi>pression, and cruelty, 
exceeded 1,000. 

On the 27th* at daybreak, the city was seen, the ships 
lying nearly becalmed. Lieutenant Samuel Burgess was 
then despatched to the Dey, to demand compliance with the 
following conditions ; —The abolition of Christian slavery ; 
the release of all Christian slaves ; the repayment of the 
money recently exacted for the redemption of Neapolitan 
and Sai*dinian slaves; j^eace mth the king of the Nether- 
lands ; and tlie immediate liberation of the consul, with the 
officers and boats’ crews of the Prometheus. At 9h. Lieu- 
tenant Burgess, with a flag of truce flying, quitted the Severn 
frigate, wliicli had towed the boat in-sbore, and at llh. a.m., 
when near the mole, was met by a boat, in which was the 
captain of the port, by whom an answer was promised to the 
demand in two iiours. In the meanwhile, the sea breeze 
having sprung up, the fleet stood into the bay, and hove to 
about a mile from the city. At 2h. p.m., no answer having 
bojeu received, Lieutenant Burgess made a signal to that 
effect, and pulled off towards the Severn. Lord Exmouth 
immediately demanded, by signal, if all the ships were ready, 
and being answered in the aflirrnative, the fleet bore up for 
the attack in the prescribed order. 

At 2h. 35m, the Queen Charlotte anchored with springs 
about fifty yards from the mole- head ; and while in the act 
of making a warp fast to an Algerine biig on sliore at the 
mouth of the harbour, a shot was fired at the ship ; and at 
the same moment two shot from the opposite end of the 
mole were fired at the Impregnable and other ships as they 
were advancing to take their stations. Lord Exmoutli, un- 
vilhng to sacrifice the mass of persons standing on the 
pai'apet of the mole gazing with astonishment iipon the 
Queen Charlotte, waved his hand to them to descend, and 
immediately afterwards gave orders to commence firing, and 
the action ])ecaTne genei-al as the ships brought their guns to 
beaa\ On the Queen Charlotte’s larboard bow lay the Lean- 
der, gidlantly occupying the place of a line-of-battle ship, 
with her starboard after-guns bearing upon the mole, and 
her foremost ones upon the fish-iriarket battery. Ahead of 
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theLeander was the Severn, her starboard broadside bearing 
full upon the fish-market battery. Close to the Severn was 
the Glasgow, whose larboard guns bore on tlie tawn batteries. 
On the larboard quai-ter of the Queen Charlotte was the 
Superb, her starboard broadside bearing on the 60-gun 
battery next to the one on the mole-head. 

It was intended that the Impregnable and Albion should 
take their places close astern of the Superb ; but the former, 
not being sufficiently advanced wffien the firing commenced, 
brought up considerably outside her appointed station, and 
beyond the line of bearing within which the attacking force 
had been ordered to assemble. The Impregnable in con- 
sequence lay exposed, at the distance of 600 yards, as well 
to the lighthouse battery of three tiers, as to the eastern 
batteiy of two tiers. The Minden p\i.slied on and dropped 
anchor in the space between the Impregnable and Superb, 
upon the larboard qiiarter of the latter, llie Albion brought 
up near the Impregnable, but wmighod again, and at Sh. 
anchored wdtliin lier own length astern of the Minden, The 
end of the stream-cable w^as then passed out of the gun-room 
port of the latter, by means of whicli the All)ion was hove 
close to the stern of the Minden. Thus the liric-of-battle 
ships took their stations in a northerly direction from the 
mole-head ; and the frigates from tlie fish-market batteiy in 
a curved line to the south-west. The Dutch admiral in- 
tended to have placed his frigate in the centre of his squadron 
and against the batteries to the soiitliward of the city ; but 
not being able to occupy this post, in consequence of the 
Diana’s being too far to the southvFard, he gallantly ran past 
that frigate, and anchored the Melampus witl^hcr jib-boom 
over the Glasgow’s tafirail. The Diana and Dageraad anchored 
astern of tlie Melampus, the twm other frigates further out, 
but the corvette remained underweigh. The Hebrns being 
becalmed, anchored a little without the lino on the larboaixl 
quarter of the Queen Charlotte. The Granicus liove to, in 
order to allow the large ships to take their places ; after 
which she steered for the admiral’s fiag, vrhich was seen 
above the clouds of smoke, and anchored in a space scarcely 
exceeding her own length between the Superb and Queen 
Charlotte. The skill with which the Granicus was conducted 
to this station elicited the warmest admiration of all who 
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witnessed it. Tbe brigs took station as most convenient, or 
continued undorweigb. The botnb-vessels, except the Infer- 
nal, anchored about 2,000 yards from the enemy’vS works, but 
Captain Perceval, desirous to occupy a more effective position, 
took up an inside berth. The flotilla of gun-boats, mortar- 
boats, &c., under Lieutenant Frederick T. Mich ell, placed 
themselves where they coidd most annoy the enemy. 

The fire of the Queen Charlotte was so well directed, that 
the third broadside rased the end of the mole to its founda- 
tion : she then sprang her bi'oadside towards the batteries 
over the town-gate leading into the mole, and their demolition 
was as speedily effected. 

The Leander opened fire upon the Algenne gun-boats and 
row-galleys, and in a short time coinniiffced great havoc 
amongst them. At about 4h. this ship ceased firing, while 
the barge of the Queen Charlotte proceeded to set fi re to the 
Algerine frigate lying across the mole. This service w’^as 
gallan1% executed by Lieutenant I^eter Eichards, of the 
Queen Charlotte, having with him Major Gossett, of the 
engineers, Lieutenant of maiines Ambrose A . E. Wolnge, 
and Heiiiy B. M/Clintock, midshijunan. In less than a quarter 
of an hour the frigate was in flames, and the barge liad 
returned to the ship with the loss of tw'^o men killed. The 
blaze “was so fierce, that Lord Exmouth testified his apj)ro- 
bation by signalling to the fleet ‘^Infallible.” Aaron S, Symes, 
midshipman, in command of a rocket-boat, sigruxlized him- 
self greatly on this occasion. Altliougli without orders, this 
gallant y oung officer followed the barge ; but, in consequence 
of the slow pace of the rocket-boat, the party became 
exposed to a heavy fire from the batteries, by which himself 
and nine of his boat’s crew were wounded, mid his brother- 
officer killed. 

At 4h. 30m. Rear-Admiral Milne sent a message to Lord 
Exmouth, stating that the Impregnable had sustained a 
loss of 150 in killed and w'ounded, and requesting that a 
frigate might be sent to divert some of the fire from that 
sliip. The Glasgow endeavoured to perform, this service ; 
but it being i)erfectly calm, the frigate was unable after 
nearly an hour’s exertion to reach the intended position, and 
anchored a short distance ahe^d of the Severn, wdth her stem 
towards that ship, and thus became exposed to a severe lire 
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from the fish-market and contiguous batteries. At 7h. the 
Leander, having also suffered severely from these batteries, 
ran out a hawser to the Severn, and sprang her broadside 
round upon them. 

The mox'tar and rocket-boats had by this time set all the 
vessels within the harbour on fire, and the flames soon 
reached the arsenal and storehouses on the mole. The city 
was also on fire in several parts, from the shells thrown by 
the bomb-vessels. The ordnance sloop, fitted for an ex|)]osion- 
vessel, tmder the command of Lieutenant Bichard H- Fle- 
ming, accompanied by Major Keed, of the engineers, and 
Commander Herbert B. l^owell, a volunteer, was now run on 
shore close under tlie semicircular battery to the northward 
of the lighthouse ; and at about 9h. this vessel, chai'ged with 
143 barrels of powder, exploded. 

The fleet continued a tremendous cannonade until lOh. r.M., 
when the \ipper tiers of the batteries on the mole being 
nearly destroyed, and tbc lower tiers almost silenced, the 
Queen Charlotte cut her cables and stood out with a light air of 
wind from the land, directing the other ships to follow. The 
breeze was so light, that the Superb and Impregnable in 
standing off shore suffered much from tlie raking fire of a 
fort at tlie upper angle of the city. Tiie Leander’s cable . 
having been slipped, that frigate, owing to the severe damages 
she had sustained aloft, was fast drifting towards the mole, 
and close to the enemy’s slu|)s on fire. In this emergency 
Captain. Chetham directed Lieutenant George Mitford Monk 
to take charge of the boats, and make fast a hawser to the 
Beverii, which ship, liaving Jjer sails and spars in good con- 
dition, was drawing off the sliore. The Leander ’s situation. 
wcuS exf remeiy critical, for had she taken the ground, her 
destruction with a great part of her crew would have been 
ceitain. T wo or tliree times the haw'ser parted, and was as 
often made flist afresh b}'- Lieutenant Monk, the boats in the 
meanwhile being exposed to a continual fire of musketry 
from tlie Tuole-head. At length the Severn got a breeze, and* 
drew the Leander from her perilous situation. Before 2h. a.m. 
on the !28t:h, the wliole fleet was beyond the reach of the 
enemy’s shot, while the ships were greatly assisted in taking 
up their anchorage by the blaze of the Algerine fleet, which 
illumined the whole bay. As if to add to the grandeur 
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of the scene, the thunder and lightning continued to play 
for nearly tliree hours, and the rain to pour in torrents. 
The loss sustained during this heavy day’s work was as 
follows : — 

Queen Charlotte eight men killed ; Lieutenants George 
M. King, John S. Jago (acting), and Frederick J. Johnson 
(the latter mortally), Joshua Grimes, admiral’s secretary, 
Captain (R.M. aitiliery) Charles F. Burton, Lieutenant of 
marines Patrick Robertson, Boatswain William Maxwell, 
George Markham, Henry Campbell, Edward Hibbert, Ed- 
ward Stanley, Robert H, Baker, midshipmen, arid Samuel 
Colston (clerk), eighty-two seamen, and thirty-five maaines 
and sappers wounded. Total : eight killed and 131 wounded. 
Impregnable : John Hawldns, midshipman, thirty-seven 
seamen, ten marines, and two boys killed ; Master’s mate 
G. N. Wesley, Henry Quinn, midshipman, 128 seamen, and 
thirty marines and sappers wounded. Total ; fitty killed 
and 160 wounded. Superb : Thomas Howard, master’s 
mate, Robert C. Bowen, inidshipman, three seamcm, and 
three marines killed ; Captain EHns (sliglitly), Lieutenants 
Philip T. Horn, John McDougali, and George W. Gun- 
ning, William Sweeting and John H. Wolsely, midshipmen, 
sixty-two seamen, and sixteen marines wounded. Total : 
eight killed and eighty *four wounded, Minden : five sea- 
men and two marines killed ; Charles C. Dent and Chailes 
G. Grubb, midshipmen, twenty-six seamen, and nine marines 
wounded. Total : seven killed and thirty-seven wounded. Al- 
bion : Assistant Surgeon Thomas Mends, John Jardine, mid- 
shipman, and one seaman killed ; Captain Coode (severely), 
John Harvey, midshipman (mortally), ten seanien, and three 
marines wounded. Total : three killed and fifteen wounded. 
Leander : Captain of marines James Wilson, Lieutenant of 
maiines George Baxter, — Lowdon, Richai'd Calthrop, and 
P. G. Hanwcli, midshipmen, eleven seamen, and one marine 
killed ; and Lieutenants Henry Walker (b) and John 
*S. Dixon, Edward Aitchison, W^iliiam Cole, liawson Mayne, 
Henry Sturt, George Dixon (midshipinen), and William 
W. Pickett (clerk), eighty-five seamen, and twenty-five ma- 
rines wounded. Total : seventeen Idlled and 118 wounded. 
Severn: two seamen and one marine killed ; and James 
Forster (loss of arm), Charles Caley, William Feri’oi; 
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D. McNeale Beatty, and William A. Cai-ter, midshipmen, 
twenty-.six seamen, and three marines wounded. Total: 
three killed and thirty-four wounded. Glasgow: nine sea- 
men and one marine killed ; and lientenant Edmond W. Gil- 
bert, Robert Fulton, master, Lieutenant of marines A thel- 
stane Stephens, John Duffell, George W. Harvey, Wynne 

Baird, George H. Heathcote, and — Keay, midshipmen, 

twenty-six seamen, and three marines wounded. Total ; 
ten killed and thirty-seven wounded. Granicus : Lieu- 
tenants of marines William - M. Morgan and William Ren- 
frey, Robert Pratt, midshipman, eleven seamen, and two 
marines killed ; and Lieutenant Henry A. Perkins, Lewis 
T>. Mitchell, Lewis T. Jones, George R. Glennie, and Dacres 
F. Wise,; midshipmen., thiidy-two seamen, and five marines 
wounded. Total : sixteen killed and forty-two wounded. 
Hebrus : George H. A. Poeocke, midshipman, and three 
seamen killed ; and A aron S. Symes, rnidslvipman, eleven 
seamen, and throe maiincs wounded. Total : four killed 
and seventeen wounded. Infernal : Lieut(uiaiit (11. M. ar- 
tillery) James P. Bissett and one seaman killed ; and Lieu- 
tenant John Foreman, Boatswain George Valentine, James 
Barber, James M. Gross, John H, Andrews (midshipmen), 
and Matthew Hopldnson (clerk), ten seamen, and one ma- 
rine w'ounded. Total : two killed and seventeen wounded. 


British 
Dutch . 

Grand Total .. Ml 712 883 

No ship lost a spar ; but the Impregnable, Leander, Su- 
}>crb, Granicus, and Glasgow' liad their masts and yards niueh 
damaged. 

At daylight in the morning the bombs were ordered to 
return to their stations, and to be in readiness to reneAv the 
bombardment of the city, and Lieutenant Burgess Wi^s de- 
spatched, bearing a flag of truce, to repeat the demands 
made on tlie preceding day. The Algerine ofEcer, who 
came out to meet the flag of tmee, declared that an answer 


SUMMARY. 

Killed. 

. . 128 ... 
. . 18 ... 


Wounded. 

, . 690 .. 
. . ^2 . . 


Total Killed 
and Wounded. 
.... 818 
. . . , ()5 
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had been sent the day befoi’e, but that no boat was found 
to receive it. 

On the 29th^ at lOh. A.M., the captain of the port came 
off, accoiii})anied by the British consul. In the afternoon of 
the stime day, Captain Biisbane had a conference with the 
Dey at his palace, after which several other conferences took 
j>lace, and the result was, the deliveiy to the British of 
upwards of 1,200 Chii.stian slaves, the restoration of 382,500 
dollars for slaves redeemed by Naples and Sicily, peace with 
the Netherlands, and 30,000 dollars to the British consul, in 
compensation fox* the loss of his property, and a public 
apology for his detention. Having thus in the most com- 
plete mahner accomplished the object of the ex]>edition, the 
ships, on the 3rd of Hcptember, weighed on their return to 
England, leaving tlie Prometheus only to attend the Britisli 
consul. 

For the skill and valour displayed on this occasion Lord 
Exmouth was created a viscount of the United Kingdom, 
B-ear- Admiral Miluc was made a Knight- Commander of the 
Bath, and Captains Ekins, Aylmer, Wise, Maitland, Pater- 
son, and Coode, companions of the* order. Commanders 
George Benthain, James Mould, and William Kempthorne 
were posted ; and the following lieutenants promoted to the 
rank of commander : Frederick Thomas Miohell, Peter 
Bichards, John Davies, (a) Bichard Fleming, and Samuel 
Burgess (flag), of tlie Queen Charlotte ; J ames Boyle Ba- 
bington, James Symons (flag) (b), and Thomas Be vans, of 
the Impregnable ; P. Thickixesse lloi'n, of the Superb ; 
Joseph Benj. Howell, of the Minden ; Bobert Hay, of the 
All>ioii ; Thomas Sanders, of the Leander ; James Davies, of 
the Severn ; George MbPh erson, of the Glasgow ; John Parson, 
of the (ji iMixicus ; and Edward H. Delafosse, of the Hebrus. 

Thirty-two mates and midshipmen were also promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant. Never was there a more gallant 
achievement, or for a more praiseworthy object. The diffi- 
cultie^s were great ; but the conduct of the expedition had 
been committed to Lord Exmouth, avowedly one of the 
most energetic officers that ever graced the quarter-deck of 
a British ship, and nothing that skill or bi'avery could 
execute remained unperformed. The batteries by many 
vvere held to be imjxregnable, and such indeed they appearedL 
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The grpiid point, howerer, was gained when the Queen 
Chai'lotte took up the place chosen for her by the a<lmiral, 
and froiri the moment of opening her terriiic broadside the 
result was easily foreseen. We cannot conclude our accotint 
of this glorious exploit without adding that the conduct of 
the Dutch adiuiral and his sauadron was gallant beyond ail 
praise. 
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1827 . 

BATTLE OF NAVARIN. t 

In the summer of 1827, a squadron under Vice- Admiral 
Sir Edward Codiington, acting in concert with a division 
of French * ships under Rear-Admiral De Rigny, and 
a Russian squadron under Rear-Admiral Count Heiden, 
assembled in the Mediterranean. The object in view was 
the enforcement of a protocol signed at St. Petersburg, on 
the 4th of April, 1826, for the protection of the mhabitaiits 
of the Morea from the cruelties practised upon them by the 
I’urks, under Ibrahim Pacha. On the 3rd of September, an 
Egyptian fleet, with troops, entered the harbour of Navarin, 
where they were closely watched by the combined sqiiadi'ons. 
On the 19th, flnding that the British squadron alone re- 
mained off the port, Ibrahim Pacha, desirous of sending 
relief to Pa.tras, ordered exit a division of his fleet ; but, 
finding their movements watched, the ships returned to 
Navarin. 

Rear-Admiral De Rigny having rejoined the blockading 
squadron, a conference took place on tlie 25th at the tent 
of Ibrahim, wlio then agreed to suspend hostilities against 
the Greeks until an answer could be obtained from Con- 
stantinople, and that in the meanwhile the fleet sboidd not 
quit the harbour. Upon the faith of tliis assurance, nearly 
all the ships were withdrawn from before Navarin. Part of 
the squadron was sent to Malta to refit, the British admiral 
rofxaired to Zante, and the French to Milo for provisions. 
The Dartmouth and Armide alone remained off the port. 

Scarcely had the Asia anchor^ed at Zante, when the Dart- 
rnoutli hove in sight with’ the signal flying that the Turks 
had put to sea ; and the Armide having proceeded towards 
Mik), overtook the French admiral before reiiching that 
place. Sir Edward Codriiigton, having wdth him a frigate 
and two corvettes only, intercepted the Turkish squadron, 
consisting of seven frigates, nine corvettes, two brigs, and 
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nineteen transports ; which on his firm remonstrance all put 
back. A second division of six Egyptian frigates and eight 
brigs hM likewise put to sea, but they also returned, and 
the whole re-entered Navarin on the 4th of October. By 
the 15th, the difiercnt squadrons were again assembled 
before Navarin ; and Ibrahim, thus blocked up, continue<l 
his tyranni^l proceedings inland. Various attempts were 
made to communicate with Ibrahim, but without success, 
and a final conference was called on the 18th of October on 
board the Asia, at which it was decided uj)on to enter the 
harbour of Navarin, and from thence renew the negotiations. 
On the evening of the 19th, Vice-Admiral Codrington 
issued full instructions to the whole force, British and 
foreign, pointing out the position for anchoring each division, 
but concluding with the well-known advice of Lord Nelson : 

If a general action slionld take place, no captain can 
better placed than when his vessel is alongside one of the 
enemy.’’ 

The harbour of Navarin is about six miles in circum- 
ference ; the mainland bends round three sides of it almost 
in the form of a horse-shoe, and the island of Sphacteria, 
two miles in length and a quarter of a mile in brcjadth, 
stretches across from one headland to the other. The only 
available passage into Navarin is about 600 yards in width, 
and at the southern end of the island. On enteiing this 
pas.sage tliere appears on the right hand a bold promontory, 
on which stand a fortress and the small walled town of 
Navarin, near to which Ibrahim’s army was encamped. On 
the .southern extremity of the island, almo.st op])osite to the 
foriress on the promontory, anotlier fort was placed. The 
first fortress was mounted with 125 guns, and, with that on 
the island, was well placed to defend the entrance of the 
harbour, as well as to command the anchorage within. At 
the northern end of tlie island was a third battery, which 
also comTuanded the liarbour. 

At about Ih. 30m. p.m:., on the 20th of October, tin* 
signal was made by the Asia to prepare for action, and the 
combined fleet, consisting of the following ships, immediately 
weighed, and stood into the harbour; the British and French 
forming the weather or starboard column, and the Kussians 
the lee line. 


2 l2 
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BBItIBH. , 

Guns* Sliips. 

. t Vioe-Adm. Sir Edw. Oodringtoa, K.C.B. 

80 Asia. ........ * I Oaptain Edward Curzon 

. { Genoa Commodore Walter Bathurst 

j Albion Captain John A. Ominanney 

46 Dartmouth „ Thomas Eellowes 

50 Glasgow ,, Hon. James A. Maude 

48 Cambrian „ Gawen W. Hamilton 

28 Talbot „ Hon. Frederick SjiOncer 

Corvette — ^Eose ; brigs — ^Philomel, Brisk, and Musquito : Commanders 
Lewis Davies, Viscount Ingestrie, Hon. William Anson, George B, 
Martin ; and Hind cutter (tender to Asia), Lieutenant John Robb. 


Guns. Ships. 
60 Syrbne 
80 Trident 
78 Scipiori 
80 Breslau 


Guns. Ships. 
46 Annide 

Oori’ettcs. 

Alcyone 

Daphne 


G^utis. Ships. 

80 Azoff 
( Gargoiite 
76 ] Ezekiel 
( New’sky 


Guns. Ships. 
46 Provernoy 
48 Constantine 
. « Elena 


About 21i., the Asia leading, arrived at the moutli of the 
harbour, and passed unmolested within pistol-shot of the 
heavy battery on the starboard hand. The Turkish and 
Egyptian ships were moored in the form of a crescent, the 
largest presenting their broadsides towards the centre, and 
the smaller ones inside filling up the inter^’^als, the whole 
consisting of one ship of eighty-four^ guns, two of seventy- 
foiu’,^ two of sixty-four, two of sixty, two of fifty guns, 
fifteen 48-gun frigates, twenty-six large corvettH?s, eleven 
brigs, and five fire-ships ; making, with about forty trans- 
ports, a total of above 100 sail, mounting together near 
2,000 guns. 

The Asia anchored close alongside a ship of the line, bear- 
ing the flag of the Capitan Bey, and on the larboard or inner 
quarter of a double-banked fidgate, with the flag of Mohareiii 
Bey, commander-iri-chief of the Egyptian squadron. The 
Genoa following within 100 yards of her leader, brought up 


V Each of theae ships mounted on the lower decks four guns, of 10-inet 
bore, tor throwing marble shot of 120 lbs. weight. 
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abrea>st of a doubi embanked frigate astern of the admiral; the 
Albion anchored astern of the G^noa. To windward of the 
fleet were four ships, being part of the Egyptian squadron, 
which were intrusted to the Russian admiral, and those to 
leeward in the bight of the crescent were to mark tlie stations 
of the whole Russian squadron, the ships of their line closing 
those of the English line, and being iollowed up by their 
frigates. The French frigate Armide w'^as directetl to take 
her station alongside the outermost frigate on the left-hand 
side on entering the harbour, and the Cambrian, Glasgow, 
and Talbot, next to her, and abreast of the Asia, Genoa, mid 
Albion. The Dartmouth, Rose, Wasp, Pliiloniel, an<l Mus- 
(|uito, were directed to w^atcli the movements of the flre-ships 
at the entrance of the harbour. Strict orders were issued by 
Vice-Admiral Codrington that not a gun should be lired 
unless the allied squadrons were first attacked by the Turks, 
'which orders were rigidly observed. 

Although the Turkish fleet and batteries were prepared 
for action, and to resist the bold proceeding of tlie Biitish 
admiral, the Asia, Genoa, and Albion were suffered to enter 
and to take up their positions witiiout molestation. The 
Dartmouth followed, and anchored close to the division of 
fire-ships, when Captain Fellowes, perceiving (certain move- 
ments on board one of them, which induced him to believe 
the Turks were about to act oflensively, sent a boat under 
the command of Lieutenant George W. li. Fitzroy, accom- 
jmnied by Austin Forbes, midshipman, to request that the 
flre-shi|)s should quit the anchorage occupied by the allies. 
The Dartmouth s boat accordingly proceeded alongside the 
ship, when a fire was opened upon the boat, by wdiich Lieu- 
tenant Fitzroy Avas killed, and many of the boat’s crew killed 
aiid wounded. A Are of musketiy w^as instantly opened 
upon the Turkish vessel from the Dai1;moiith and also from 
the Syr^ne to cover tlie boat, which succeeded in I'cgaining 
her sliip. A shot from the Turkish adinirars ship follow'ed 
this outbreak, upon which the whole allied squadron in a 
position to <io so opened Are upon the Turks. 

The Asia, although abreast the ship of the Gapitan Bey, 
was nearer to that of Moharem Bey ; and as the latter did 
not Are at the Asia, the Asia did not Arc at her. A mes- 
senger was also sent on board the Asia by Moharem Bey to 
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tlie effect that he would not fire at all, upon which Vice- 
Admiral Codrington sent a boat with Mr. Peter Mitchell, the 
l>ilot, who acted as interpreter to assure Moharem of his 
desire, if possible, to avoid bloodshed ; but on descending 
the side of the enemy’s ship, the pilot was shot dead. Soon 
afterwards the Egyptian opened fire, and, as described by Sir 
Edward Codrington in his despatch, the ship ‘‘ was conse- 
<][uently effectually destroyed by the Asia’s fire, sharing the 
same fate as his brother admiral on the starboard sidOj and 
falling to leeward a complete wreck.” 

The action then became general : two fire-ships were in 
flames, and a third blew up, while a fourth was sunk by the 
well-directed broadsides of the Philomel. The forts opened 
upon the allies, and that of Navarin especially committed 
much havoc, but probably upon friends as well as foes. Tlie 
Russian ships did not reach the positions assigned them till 
3h. P.M., when the cannonade became most animated. The 
Asia’s fire having, as above stated, disposed of her two oppo- 
nents, the ship became exposed to a severe raking fire from 
the ships of the inner lines, by which her mizenmast was shot 
away, several guns disabled, and many of her crew killed and 
wounded. The master of the Asia, William Smith, was 
killed in the early part of the action, while bringing both 
broadsides to bear upon the Turkish and Egyptian admirals. 
Captain Bell, of the marines, also fell, and Sir Edward Cod- 
rington was struck by a musket-ball, which knocked his 
watch out of his pocket and battered its eases. 

The Genoa; the adrnirars next astern, suffered most severely. 
This ship commenced the action at about the sjxme time as 
the Asia, and being closely engaged during the whole of the 
contest, performed excellent service. As the Turks fired 
high, the carnage among the marines on her poop was exces- 
sive, and it was at length considez'ed prudent to remove the 
remainder of them to the quarter-deck. Commodore Bathurst 
was wounded early in the action by a splinter, which struck 
off his hat and lacerated his face. Another shot took off the 
tails of his coat, and he was at length mortally wounded by ft 
grape-shot, which, entemig his side and passing tli rough his 
body, stmck the opposite bulwai'k.^ 

* Commodore BathuTst survived eleven hours, and before his death 
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The Albion, being the next astern of the Genoa, was exposed 
to the united fire of a cluster of ships, including one 7i and 
two 64-guri ships, upon which, at 2h* 45m., she opened her 
broadside. About half an hour after the commencement of 
the action one of the Turkish ships fell foul of the Albion, 
and her crew made an attempt to board, but wdiich was 
repulsed with heavy loss. The Turkish ship was in turn 
boarded by Lieuteriiint John Drake, at the head of a jmrty 
of men, who compelled the Turks to call for quarter. The 
British were in the act of releasing a number of Greek pri- 
soners secured in the hold of this ship, when she was disco- 
vered to be on fire. Lieutenant Drake therefore considered 
it expedient to I'etum to the Albion, and the cables of the 
Turkish ship having been cut by one of the Albion’s midsliip- 
men— rwhose name is not, as it deserves to be, mentioned — 
the ship drifted clear of the Albion, enveloped in flames, and 
shortly afteiwards blew up with a tremendous explosion. 
The absence of this combatant enabled the two remaining 
ships to open with more efiect upon tlie Albion ; but so 
vigoi'ous was the fire of tlie British ship, tliat the largest of 
the two was shortly in flames. The Albion continued the 
engagement till dusk, when, taldng advantage of a breeze of 
wind, she got imderweigh and stood out to clear herself from 
the numerous blazing ships about her. 

The performances of every ship engaged are almost equally 
well spoken of, bxit the gallantry of the commander and crew 
of the Hind cutter deserves especial mention. The Hind, a 
cutter of 160 tons, mounting eight light carronades, and 
manned with a crew of thirty men, was the Asia’s tender, 
and commanded by Lieutenant J ohri Bobb. The Hind had 
been despatched to Zante, and only returned as the allied 
squadrons were entering Navarin, when, notwithstanding his 
paltry force, the gallant lieutenant determined to have his 
share in the glories of the day. He accordingly entered, and, 
taking up an excellent raking position athwart the stem of 
a lar^e frigate, at the distance of about forty yards, opened 
u|)oii her a very smart fire. After occupying this position 

was visited by Sir Edward Codrington, to w'hom be expressed his earnest 
anxiety for the welfare of his oracers. Hia body was, at his request, 
brought to England in the Genoa ; and he wa.s buried at Plymouth, with 
miUiaiy honours^ on the 27th of December. 
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about three-qiiarters of au hour, exposed to the fire of vaiious 
smaller vessels, the Hind’s cable was cut by shot, and when 
clearing away a second anchor to let go, it was found dis- 
abled by shot. This was, however, dropped, but it did not 
bring the vessel up until between a large corvette and a brig, 
both of which she engaged iintil the TurMsh brig caught fire 
and blew up. The Hind then continued to fire upon the 
corvette until, her remaining cable being cut, she dropped 
clear of this adversSary. After drifting alK)ut for some time 
in the hottest part of the action, the Hind at length came in 
contact with a large Turkish frigate, her inaiiiboom entering 
one of the main-deck port-holes, when the cutter’s crew;, 
wdiich Lieutenant Lobb, with much consideration, had 
ordered below to shelter themselves, himself remaining on 
deck, wei’e called up to repel the boarders, w^hich the Turks 
w^ere about to throw upon her deck. Notwrithstanding tlie re- 
peated attempts of her numerous enemies, so gallant and 
w(>.ll trained were the Hind’s men, that on each occasion the. 
Turks were repulsed with loss, and, the hitter growing des- 
perate by the opposition offered, a large boat, numerously 
manned, put off from the frigate, in the hope of caiTying the 
cutter in this wuiy. The boat was nearly alongside the Hind, 
when two caiTonades, charged to the muzzle with grape ami 
tianister, were discharged with such ]>recision that the 
Turkish boat w’^as knocked to pieces. The Hind soon after- 
wards drifted clear of the frigate, and the geneiai cessation 
of firing put a period to her gallant career. Her loss 
amounted to the mate and tliree men killed, and a midship- 
man and nine men wounded, several severely. Three of hci* 
carronades were dismoiuited, and tw^enty-tlireo round sliot 
had entered her hull. 

Tlie Rose, Pliilomel, and Talbot, were also gi'eatly distin- 
guished ; and Lieut(maiit Mmne Lyons, of the foimer, was 
mortally wounded w^hiie gallantly endeavouring to tow a 
tire-ship, which was in flames, clear of the Armide. He 
succeeded in effecting this object, after which the blazing 
vessel dropped alongside a Turkish frigate and blew up. The 
French sliips behaved admiiably ; and the Russians also 
eliedted Sir Edw^ard Cod rington’s warm e.st a-j)2dause; in fact, 
the positions of the contending ships were such that tlie 
mutual and most perfect co-operation of each ship the 
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allied squadrons was absolutely necessary to bring about a 
favourable termination. Had the Eussians or Fi*encb not 
taken their full share in the day’s proceedings, the British 
must have been annihilated. 

The state of the Turkish fleet on the morning after the 
action is thus described in Vice-Admiral Oodrington’s oflioial 
letter : " Out of a fleet composed of eighty-one mcn-of- war, 
only one frigate and fifteen smaller vessels are in a state ever 
to l)e iigain put to sea.” 

The loss sustained by the British on this occasion was as 
follows ; — 

Asia : William Smith, master, Captain of marines George 
A. Bell, Philip Dumaresq, mate, John Lewis, boatswmii, 
Peter Mitcliell (pilot and interpreter), and fourteen seamen 
and marines killed ; and Heniy S. Dyei‘, socreiary, H. J. 
Codrington, William V. Lee, and li. 11". Biinbiiry, midship- 
men, and C. Wakeham, clerk, severely, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Craddock (a passenger), and fifty-one searD.en and 
marines wounded. Genoa ; Comraodorei W alter Bathurst, 
Peter Brown and Charles Bussell, midsliipTuen, and A. J. T. 
Bowc, master’s assistant, and twenty-two men killed ; and 
Captain of marines Thomas Mwre (mortally), Ijieiitenant 
Henry R. Sturt, Herberi} B. Gray, inidslii]nji!in, and James 
Chambers, volunteer 2nd class, and twenty-nine men wounded. 
Albion : Captain of marines C. J. Stevens, Edward R. Foster, 
master’s assistant, and eight men killed ; and Reverend E. 
Winder, chaplain, Commander John N. Campbell, Lieutenant 
J. G. d’IJrban, WilHam Lloyd, mate, Fi-ederi(k Gruy, mid- 
shipman, W. F. O’Kane, assistant surgeon, James Stewart, 
clerk, and forty-two seamen and mariness wounded, Dart- 
mouth : Lhui tenant G. W. H. Fitzroy, and Bi’own Sinitl), 
midshipman, and four men Idlled ; and Lieutenant Spencer 
Smyth, Launcelot Harrison, mate, and six men wounded. 
Glasgow^: two men wounded. Talbot : W. J. Goldfinci), 
midsJiipinan, and five men killed ; and Lieutenant Robert 
S. Hay, Alexander Cotton, midshipman, J. Delamore, school- 
master, Joseph Gay, clerk, and thirteen men wounded, Cam- 
brian: Lieutenant of marines Philip Sturgeon killed, and 
one mai*ine wounded. Philomel : one marine killed, and seven 
rndh wounded. Rose : three seamen killed, and Lieutenant 
IVlaine Lyons (mortally), Douglas Curry and M. Williams, 
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midshipmen, and twelve men wounded. Brisk : Henry 
Campling, purser, killed, and John Scott, surgeon, and two 
seamen wounded. Musquito t two men killed, and four 
wounded. The Hind’s loss is included in the Asia’s report. 

The following table exhibits the loss of the British and 
also of the allies — 


Loss. 

Ships. 

I^oss. 

■ 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded J 



Breslau 

1 

14 

19 

57 

Armide 

16 

25 

26 

33 

Alcyone 

1 

9 

10 

50 

Daphne 

1 

8 

6 

8 






2 


43 

144 

6 

17 

RUSSIAN. 




1 

1 

Azoff 

24 

67 

1 

7 

Gargoute 

14 

37 

3 

15 

Ezekiel 

13 

18 

1 

3 

Alexander ) 

K ' 


2 

4 

Ne wsky . . j 

0 

' 1 

7 



Constantine .... 


1 

75 

197 

Provernoy 

*8 

4 



Elena . . . 


5 

21 

45 

Castor 



3 

36 





7 


59 

139 


Shipft- 


BKITISH 

Asia 

Genoa . . . 
Albion . . . 
Dartmouth 
Glasgow . 
Talbot . . . 
Cambrian . 
Philomel . 

Rose 

Brisk 

Musquito . 

FRENCH. 
Syrbne . . . . 
jScipion . . . . 
Trident . . . . 


Grand Total — 177 killed, 480 wounded. 


British 

French 

Russian 


SUMMARY. 

Killed. Wounded. 

. 75 197 ., 

. 43 144 . 

. 59 ...... 139 . 


Total KiUed 
and VTounded, 
, 272 

. .. 187 
... 198 


Gi-and Total .. 177 480 657 


Sir Edward Codiington was advanced to the dignity of the 
Grand Cross of the Bath, and the captains and commanders 
present in the action were nominated companions of that 
order. Commanders Davies, John Norman Campbell (of the 
Albion), Hon. W. Anson, and Viscount Ingestrie, '\\ere pro- 
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moted, and made com panions of the Bath and Lieutenants 
Thomas Dilke (flag) and B.obei*t B. Gainbier, of the Asia ; 
John Brake, Albion j Thomas Smith (b), Genoa ; Spencer 
Smyth, Bartmouth; John Monday, Glasgow ; Peter Christie, 
Cambrian ; John Hamilton, Brisk ; Hon. William Edwardes 
(acting commander of Gannet) ; Bobert S. Hay, Talbot ; and 
Richard S. Tomkins, Philomel, made commanders. Twelve 
mates were also immediately promoted to the rank of lieu- 
tenants, and the fii*st lieutenant and senior mate of each ship 
promoted. The emperor of Russia conferred the Grand 
Cross of Bt. George on Sir Edward Codilngton, and lie was 
honoured with the Grand Cross of St. Louis by the king of 
Prance. The captains were also distingiiislied by those sove- 
reigns with crosses of Bt. Vladimir or of St. Anne, and the 
cross of Bt. Louis of Prance. Captain Pellow('s was nominated 
Knight ConiTuaiider of the royal Legion of Honour. The 
navtil medal lias been recently award<3d to the officers and 
men employed in the above distinguished scivioc. 

* Commandera R.obert L. Bayne (of the Asia) and Geo. B. Martin 
not having served the time to qualify them for jiromotion, ■were not made 
with the others, but they ultimately gained the rank and lost no part of 
the orders dispensed. Ibe promotion of Bieutenant George Daniell, of 
tile Musquito, was also delayed from a similar cause. 
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1840. 

OPERATIONS ON THE COAST OF SYRIA. 

W ITH the exception^ of our cG-oj)eratioii with the amiy 
of the queen of Spain during the civil wars of that country, 
in 183G-37, the navy had remained in a state of peaceful in- 
activity since the attack upon the Turkish and Egyptian 
lleets just recorded. Its energies were, however, once more 
called into action by the decision of tlie four great powers, 
or quadruple alliance, in reference to the Turco- Egyptian 
ciuestion. The Mediterranean' Reet was commanded by an 
officer whose long experience and sound and mature judgment 
were unshaken by time ; and wbo, to a clear perception of 
the pi'oper line of conduct to be pursued, added firmness of 
juirpose worthy of tlie great leaders from whom he had taken 
his professional lessons. 

Meliemct Ali, Pacha of Egypt, having wtually thrown 
olThis allegiance to the Sublime Porte by retaining possession 
of the Turkish fleet at Alexandria, it was deteimined to 
reduce him to subjection. It was generally believed that 
France was busily at -work through the Pacha, and encou- 
raging him in his resistance ; and it is surmised that the 
smallest reverse met with by the allies would have drawn 
down u|)on them the French force in the Mediterranean. In 
a word, our success averted a war witli France. The four 
powers concerned in the subjugation of Meliemet Ali wei'C 
A ustria, llussia, Prussia, and England ; but the biniit of tlie 
work fell upon England. The fleet in the Mediterranean, or 
on its way thither, in September, 1840, the period of the com- 
mencement of hostilitie.s, consisted of the following : — 

Gim». Ships. 

{ Aclitiiral Hon. Sir Robert Stopford, 

104 Princess Charlotte G.C.B., G.C.M.G. (red) 

( C.aptain Arthur Fanshawe 

84 Powerful Commodore Charles Napier, C.B. 

80 Bellerophon .... Captain Charles J. Austen 

Revenge „ Hon. W. Waidegrave (a) 
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Guns. 

81 

Shijjs. 
Asia 

. . Captain William Fisher 

H 

Implacable .... 

• • 

Edward Harvey 

84 

Ganges 

‘ 

Barrington Reynolds, C.B. 

92 

Rodney 

• >t 

Robert Maunsell, 0.13. 

84 

Thunderer .... 

• >> 

Maurice F. F. Berkeley 

80 

Vanguard .... 


Sir David Bunn, K. H. 


Edinburgh 

* 

W. W. Henderson, K.H. 
John Lawrence, C.B. 

72 j 

Hastings 



Benbow 

• tt 

Houston Stewart 

78 ' 

Cambridge .... 


Edward Barnard 


SC-gun frigates — ^Castor and Pique; Captains Edward Collier and 
Edward Boxer. 26-gnn frigates- — Carysfort, Tyne, and Talbot ; Cap- 
tains H. Byam Martin, John Towiishend, and Heniy J. CodHngton. 
Corvettes — Bido, Baphne, and Magicienne ; Captains Lewis Bavies, 
C.B., Joiin W. Balling, and Frederick T. Michell. Steam-ships — 
Gorgon and Cyclops ; Captains William II. Henderson and Horatio 
T. Austin : Vesuvius, Ilydra, and Plimnix ; Commanders Thoiiuus 
Henderson, Hubert S. Robinson, and Robert F. Stopford : and Con- 
fiance ; Lieutenant Edward Stopford. Brigs, &c. — Wasp, Com- 
mander George Mansell ; Zebra, Commarider James J. Stopford ; 
Hazard, Commander Honourable C. J. J. B. Elliot. 

Qn the 29tli of August, the Dido, which shij) had been 
sent on a niission to Constantmople, joined the admiral at 
Alexandria vnih despatches ; in which it was stated that the 
Frencdi ainbassador had declared it was not tlie intention of 
that nation to interfere in i^eference to the proposed settle- 
ment of the TnrcO'Egyptian dispute. Immediately upon his 
arrival, Captain Davi(js received orders to proceed to the 
coast of Syria to join the squadron under Commodore Napier, 
and on the 1st of September the Dido reached Bey rout, 
where the Powerful, five sail of the line, two frigates, one 
corvette, two bngs, and two steam-ships were lying. 

On the 9th of Sej)tember the admiral anived with the 
remainder of the fleet, together with three Austrian and 
five Turkish sliips of war, the former commanded by Kear- 
Admiral Jiandiera, and the latter by Bear- Admiral Walker 
Bey.^ In the interim Commodore Napier liad been gain- 
ing every possible information relati ve to the en envy’s coast 
and defences, and on the arrival of the admmil, hostilities 
were immediately determined on, the commodore, in con- 

* Tins officer (the. present Sir Baldwin Wake Walker, K.C.B.) was a 
captain in the British navy, but lent to the Turkish govemment to com- 
mand their fleet. 
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sequence of the ill state of health of Colonel Sir Charles 
Smith, of the engineers, being intrusted with the chief 
management of the operations. On the same night the 
marines of the fleet, and also 6,400 Turkish troops, were 
ordered to embark on board the steam-ships Gordon, Cyclops, 
and Phoenix, and to make a feint of landing on the cape, 
under cover of the guns of the Dido and Wasp. The two 
latter vessels accordingly anchored as close to the shore as 
their draught of water would allow them ; the Dido, the 
outside vessel, being about 600 yards from the rocks. The 
next morning the whole fleet got underweigh and stood close 
in, and the Benbow having anchored, commenced throwing 
shells with great precision ; several other ships also opened 
Are. Plaving by these means drawn the enemy to a parti- 
cular part of the cape, the commodore, by signal from the 
admiral, crossed the bay to a spot distant ten miles from the 
supposed place of disembarkation, where a landing was effected 
ill D’J ouni Bay without opposition. 

Tliis service completed, the Carysfoit and Dido were 
ordered to the northward to the attack of a strong tower at 
Gebail, garrisoned by Arnaut troops. On the evening of the 
11th of September, the Cyclops, having on board 220 
inarines and 150 mountaineers, joined, with orders that 
Gobail should bo bombarded ; and accordingly the three 
vessels anchored at noon on the 12th aV)reast of the town, 
and within about 500 yards of the shore. In addition to 
the strength of the castle, the town prevsented a solid front 
of low stone liouses, wdiich had altogether a most compact 
appearance. Tlie frigate and corvette commenced firing 
round and grape, but at intervals only, under the idea that 
the place would soon show a desire to surrender ; but no 
such signs appearing, the firing was increased, and continued 
for the space of an hour, the Cyclops occasionally dropping 
shells in the town. 

At the ^expiration of this time the marines and moun- 
taineers were landed a few hundred yards to the southward 
of the town, under the command of Captain Austin, accom- 
panied by Lieutenants Charles B, Johnson, E. K. H. Hajlett, 
Cliarles Thomson, and George Gifiard, and William Buttler, 
mate, and the maiines under the orders of Captains Charles 
Bobinson and Bichard Searlo, and Lieutenants Bichaitl C. 
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Spalding, Robert T. Harrison, W. R. Searle, and C. W. 
Adair. The party rapidly jiscended the beach, and Bcrambled 
over stone dykes and through cactus fences, without any othei’ 
object to direct them than the view of tlie lofty walls they 
were about to attack. On arriving under the castle, the 
party first became acquainted with the strength of the 
enemy with which they had to contend, and which had been 
gi'eatly underrated. Wlien vdthiu a ‘shoi*t distance of the 
castle, the party became exposed to a heavy discharge of 
musketry from loop-holes nearly level with the groxiiid. The 
aasailants were now brought to a stand-still ; and exposed 
to an incessant fire from concealed enemies, the only return 
that could made to which was by firing on the loop-holes, it 
was judged necessary to retreat to the boats. The Biitish 
loss in this untoward business amounted to five men killed 
and eighteen wounded, including among the lattei* Lieutenant 
George Gifiard (severely), and Lieutenant Adair of the 
marines. ^ 

Having returned to the Cyclops, tlie bombardment re- 
commenced, and continued for four hours ; but no visilfie 
impression was made, with the exception of the fall of a 
cupola surmounting a mosque. In the night the Arnant 
troops, previously reduced to extremities by the want of 
provisions, evacuated the place, and it was taken possession 
of by the mountaineers, all of whom were siip|)lied from the 
Cyclops with arms and ammunition. Tlic Castle of Gebail 
was sufiiciently strong to have withstood the whole Mediter- 
ranean fleet. Its walls were compo.sed of immense blocks of 
stone, many twenty feet in length and twelve in thickness ; 
within which 500 men might have sheltered tliemselves with 
perfect safety and ease.^ 

On the 15th of September, the Cary sibrt in tow of the 
Cyclops removed to the northward to Batroun, where, 
observing' parties of Albanians in difierent j)arts of the town, 

* An English flag which hiid been planted on the garden- wall as a 
signal to the shif»s, having been accidentally left there after the marineB 
had retired. Lieutenant Sidney Grenfell and — Macdonald, .seaman of 
the Cyclops, gallantly volunteered to recover it, which was efiectedamid 
the cheers of the squadron. - 

® Mr. Hunter, in his puMished account of the.se operations, considers 
this castle to be of great antiqmty,’ and *o bear evidence of Roman and 
Saracenic repairs. 
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they stood close in and opened fire. A landing was then 
effected hy 250 armed mountaineers, in the boats of the 
Hastings, Carysfort, and Cyclops, in charge of Lieutenants 
Charles Thomson, William EL Stephens, and Edmund 
A Glynn, mate. The mountaineers gained possession of 
the town with the loss of only one man wounded. 

The marines and Turkish troops which had landed at 
D’Jouni Bay on the 10th, were well encamped, and remained 
undisturbed under the orders of Commodore ETapier. Sir 
Kobert Stopford being desirous to stay any further hoKStile 
})roceedings if possible, in conjunction with Rear-Admir?*! 
Bandiera, wrote a letter to Suleiman Pacha, the commander- 
in-chief of the Pacha’s forces ; but this having produced no 
effect, it was determined to bombard Beyrout, Tliis was 
accordingly proceeded with and continued at intervals for 
several clays.^ 

The bombardment was continued until the 14th, when 
all oxcef^t the Edinburgh, Hi^istings, and Bellerophon, were 
withdrawn, and ordered to proceed in different direc- 
tions to harass the enemy and distribute arms among the 
mountaineers. 

The Benhow, accompanied by the Carysfort and Zebra, 
on the 20th anchored off the small island of Ruad. Learn- 
ing that there was a probability of gaining possession of the 
provisions and stort^s at Torfcosa., intended for the use of 
near 3,000 of the Pacha’s troojis, the three ships proceeded 
thither. Arriving off that place, the Carysfort and Zebra 
were ordered to anchor as close to the shore as possible, and 
they brought up witliin 500 yards. Information was here 
brought by deserters that there w^ere no troops at that time 
quai'tered at Toii:osa, and that there would be no difficulty 
in obtaining possession of the corn-store. An attempt was 
therefore determined upon, and the Carysfort and Zebra 
having succeeded in effecting a breach in the wall of the 

‘ the midst of the firing, says Mr. Hunter, ** a white flag being 
seen hoisted in the town, hostile proceedings were instantly suspended ; 
and on a lx)at’s proceeding to the shore, the Indian mail, which had 
arrivecl by way of Bagdad, was hande<l to the officer, with >Suleimaii 
Pacha's compliments to Admiral Stopford. The latter, on his part,, im- 
mediately forwarded a letter of thanks to th^ pacha, and accompajiied it 
with a j^kage of foreign wine, which liad been seized in an Egyptian 
vessel directed to Suleiman. Firing was then resumed.” 
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castle, the boats 6f the squadron wei-e, on the afternoon of 
the 25th, despatched on this service. Lieutenant Edward 
P. Charlewood, of the Benbow, was intrusted with the 
charge of a pioneer j)arty, consisting of Mr. Turner, the gun- 
ner, and eight men, winch pai-ty embarked in the cuttei', 
while the larger boats, containing Lieutenant Kobert B. Har- 
rison and fifty marines, the whole under the command of 
the Benbow ’s first lieutenant (William Maitland), were to 
follow. Lieutenant W. K. Stephens, of the Oarysfort, was 
ordered to take charge of the boats, after tlie marines fuid 
stonniiig party had landed. 

The town presented at its sea front a line of wall Hanked 
at either angle by a tow^er, and the distance from tin* s€;a to 
the breach in the, “wall wa.s not more than sixteen or 
eighteen, yards. At a little }>ast Ih. p.m. the boats quitted 
the Oarysfort, and Lieutenant Cha.rlewood reached the 
beach, and efiected a landing without difficulty. Not so the 
larger boats. All four wove intercej)ted, when about thii’ty 
yards from the shore, by a ledge of I'ocks, over which tlje 
Benbow’s cutters, drawing less w’ater, bad passed without 
obstruction. This had, however, been foreseen by the 
enemy ; and as soon as the boats touched the rocks, a heavy 
fire of musketry was opened u})on them from loopholes, as 
well as from tlie breacli, and every crevice made by the shot 
of the ships. Lieutenant Maitland, removing about fourteen 
men from the Benbow’s launch into one of tlie cutters, 
landed, or there is little doubt that the pioneer party must 
have been cut off. In the meanwhile, Lieutenant Oharlo- 
wood, with the pioneer.s, broke open sevei'aJ stoi*e.s, and 
having found one filled with rice and another with (xu ii, he 
ran back to inform Lieutenant Maitland and request nioi*e 
men. Dining his absence, the pioneer.s broke down another 
door, where they found a number of soldiers. A struggle 
ensued, im wLicli two soldier’s were killod ; but the pioTU‘(*!-.M 
having only their axes, were compelled to retreat. Tin* 
return of Lieutenant Cliarlew'ood with a few men diecked 
the advance of the soldiers, who did not appear disposed to 
follow. ’Finding under the circumstances that tlieie was no 
chance of effecting anything, Captain Stewart, wlio had 
followed in his own boat, made the signal of recall, aiul 
those who had landed reached their boats in (.xcellent 

vox... II. 2 M 
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order, leaving nothing behind, and haviifg only one man 
wounded. 

The loss sustained in the grounded boats must inevitably 
have been more severe than it was, had it not been for the 
great precision of the covering fire of the Carysfort and 
Zebra, the shot from the guns of these ships passing close 
over the heads of the British. The loss was as follows : two 
seamen and three marines, of the Benbow, killed ; ten sea- 
men and four marines wounded ; and three men of the Zebj*a 
wounded. Total : five killed and seventeen wounded, three 
severely. 

The Castor and Pique, on being withdrawn from befoi’e 
Beyrout, sailed to the southward. Captain Collier, who was 
the senior officer, having orders to proceed to Caiffa, off 
wliich place the two frigates, accompanied by the Ottoman 
frigate Dewan, appeared on the 16th. On the following 
morning two boats, one in command of lieutenant Charles 
F, A. Shadwell, of the Castor, and the other belonging to 
the Turkish frigate, bearing flags of truce, were sent in to 
summon the garrison to surrender ; but neither was suffered 
to approach the shore. The ships therefore, on the return 
of the boats, opened fire upon the batteries, and although 
these were of some strength, the suddenness of the attack 
was such that after the first few broadsides tlie troops aban- 
doned the town in great confusion. The Ottoman flag was 
shortly afterwards planted upon the walls of Caiffa ))y the 
British officei’s, who next destroyed eight guns witii their 
carriages, and brought off a quantity of ammunition and two 
13”inch mortars, all of which were put on board the Dewan* 

On the 18th, the Cjistor sliifbed her berth to cov<jr the 
entrance to the Acre gate, at the distance of one iml(3 from 
which about 500 troops were distinctly seen drawn up. 
3'owards noon, an officer and a few men having taken pos- 
session of a small castle mounting five guns, in the rear of 
and commanding the town, the Castor and Pique opened 
fire upon them ; and in the course of a short time the 
Egyptians were completely driven out, the officer being 
wounded. As the destruction of this castle was considered 
desimble, Captain Collier ordered the marines of the two 
frigates, with their respective officers — Lieutenants Bemey 
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Tarlo, R. Y. S. Monbray, and Charles O. Hambly, with 
Lieutenant George G. Wellesley, and eTaines H. Oockburn 
and Leonard Gibbard, mates, of the Castor; Lieutenants 
H. J. Galiwey and Joim Macdongall, and Fredenck Morris 
and W. J. A. Heath, mates, of the Pique— the whole pai*ty 
under the command of Lieutenant Charles G. E. Fatey, of the 
Castor, to effect a landing for this purpose. Although in 
sight of the force already mentioned, the Biitish landed 
without opposition ; and, after throwing the guns over the 
ramparts and destroying the fortifications, the party returned 
to their ships. Lieutenant Macdongall, of the Pique, was 
severely wotiucled by the discharge of a gun, w^hich he was 
in the act of spiking; and Mr. Gill, carpenter of the same 
ship, was wounded by the explosion. 

From Caiffa, the Castor and Pique, on the 24th, sailed 
to Tsour (or Tyre), from which place the Egj'ptian troops, 
500 in. number, were driven by the fire of the tw'o frigates, 
and the town taken possession of by the British. A iarg^i 
quantity of corn was found in the government stores at 
this placo, which, as well as a quantity of ammunition, was 
brought av^^ay. Captain Collier mentioned in the highest 
terms the officers and seamen of both ships eiuj)loyed on 
shore, under the orders of Lieutenants Patey and Douglas 
Curry, who had a very arduous duty to perform in levelling 
sand-banks, which the enemy had thrown up to the height 
of ten feet to cover the ax)X>roaches to the town from the fire 
of the ships. The Castor and Pique remained on this part 
of the coast. 

It was next determined to endeavour to capture the city 
of Sidon by storm, and accordingly Commodore Naj^ier 
received orders from the admiral to take under his command 
the 84-gun ship Thunderer, Austrian frigate Giierriera, 
18-gun brig Wasp, and a Turkish corvette ; togeilier with 
the two Aeam-frigates Cyclox>s and Gorgon, containing 500 
marines under Captain Arthur Morrison, and a battalion of 
the same number of Turkish troops. On the 27th of Sep- 
tember, at daylight, this squadron got underwoigh, the utmost 
secrecy being observed as to i^ destination. The commodore, 
on his arrival at Sidon, was joined by the steam-ships Strom- 
boli> just from England, and Hydra, from Tyre ; the fbrmei 
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Imdng on board 284 marines, under Captain James Why- 
lock, and on board the latter was Rear-Admiral Walker 
Bey. 

The town of Sidon is built tipon an eminence rising ab- 
ruptly from the sea. It contains a large number of houses, 
closely packed together, and enclosed on three sides by strong 
walls of considerable height. The principal gate in the line 
of wall is on the north side, near the se^ and is very well 
defended. On that side the town is approachable from a 
broad smooth beach. Towards the south, Sidpn rises from 
the level country by a short but steep ascent, upon which is 
a small citadel of no great strength. On the lea -front there 
is no wall ; but the houses, being for the most part built of 
stone, in tlie most substantial manner, offered equal obstruc- 
tion to an enemy. The ruins of an old mole also prevented 
any v’^ery near approach ; and, still more to strengthen this 
position, intrencliments had been constructed to oppose a 
landing. A castellated fort of considerable sijse projects at 
the same part about 100 feet into the sea, and is oonnected 
with the town by a bridge, at the land end of which a large 
well-built barrack defended tlie shore. 

Before attacking so formidable a place, it became neces- 
sary to make great preparations ; and it is but justice to the 
commodore to state tliat nothing which prudence and fore- 
sight could suggest appeared wanting in the arrangements. 
The wdnd being light, the Thunderer, Guerriera, Wasp, and 
Turkish corvette, were towed to their assigned positions by 
the steam-ships. The GueiTiera and Turkish, corvette were 
placed by Captain Berkeley abreast the town ; the Wasp 
and Stromboli anchored more to the southward, in order to 
flank it ; and tiie Gorgon, CydopSj and Hydra anchored to 
the noitliw'ard, dose to the castle. A peremptory summons 
was then desp«atclied to the governor of Sidon, with which 
he refused compliance ; and at about noon the squadron 
ripened fire. For nearly an hour the cannonade was con- 
tinued without milking mudi visible impression ; but at 
Hi. r.M. a breach, was effected in the sea-wall of the fort, and 
at nearly the same time one of^the tremendous concentrated 
broadside.^ of the Tliunderer swept in the wdiole side of the 
outer barrack square. WHiat with the smoke of the guns 
mid dust of crumbling walls, the movements of the troops 
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within could not for a time be ascertained, but the signal 
was inacle by the commodore for the Turkish troops, pre- 
viously assembled alongside the Cyclops, to land. Imme- 
diately fehe boats of the different ships containing the Turk- 
ish soldiers, commanded by Colonel Laue (a Prussian officer 
in the service of the PoHe), and accompanied by Kc/ar- 
Admiral Walker Bey and Captain Austin, quitted the 
Cyclops, and pulled steadily towards the shore. Before 
a man could land, a heavy fire of musketry was opened upon 
the boats from the ban^acks and different buildings, which 
was responded to by the carronades in the British boats. 
The landing was effected with some loss, and the castle was 
taken possession of. 

Commander Mansel, of the Wasp, was now directed to 
land the marines, brought out by the Stromboli, mider Cap- 
tain Whyloek and Lieutenants Alexander Anderson and 
Charles P. Hockin, on the south-west side of the town, which 
was done with gallantry and skill. These were accompanied 
by about twenty of the Stromboli^s seamen, under Lieutenant 
John Bussel and William Chamberlayne and Henry Warren, 
mates, and James Hunt, midshipman. The Austidan marines 
Sblso landed at the same time. The fii^t battalion of marines 
was next landed to tlie northward of the town, in the 
Gorgon’s boats, under the command of Captain Morrison, 
headed by the commodore, accompanied by Captain Hen- 
derson. 

The signal was then made for the whole to move forward 
simultaneously, and for the Turkish troops to cross the 
causeway, or bridge, leading from the castle to the t(3wn ; a 
work of no small peril, as the passage was defended by a host 
of men. Wtilker Bey, Captain Austin, and Arthur Cum- 
rning, mate of the Cyclops, at this juncture gallantly volun- 
teered to head the Turks in their advance, and the latter, 
following^ the example of their dashing leaders, under the 
direction of Colonel Lau6, moved forward at a quick pace. 
The marines on the light and left of the town also moved on, 
and, after a sharp but brief struggle, the Egyptians >vere 
driven out of the barrack at the foot of the bridg<5, and re- 
treated up the naiTow arched streets. A large house situated 
near the barrack still held out, and a party of Egyptians 
continued firing on the assailants, and at length, headed by 
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Hassan Bey, tlie gallant leader of the Egyptian forcesj^ at- 
tempted a* This was met by the British marines 

but this brave man, affcer firing three times upon his assailants, 
fell with three musket-balls in his body. hTo further resist- 
ance was offered at this point, and 1,800 Egyptians laid, down 
their arms, and were immediately marched across the cause- 
way to the castle. 

in the meanwhile the Egyptians, pursued by the allies, 
retreated along the streets towards the citadel, which stood 
in the centre of the town. The different attacking parties 
soon became further subdivided, and the conflict, or rather 
jmrsuit, was continued by each through most of the streets of 
the city. The Egyptians at length took refuge in a vaulted 
barrack, in which were found upwards of 1,000 men lying 
ready for a aortic j should occasion offer, or to throw down 
their arms if discovered ; and the latter was their fate. In 
five hours from the commencement of the bombardment, 
Sidon was conquered.^ 

CoiTiuiodore Napier mentioned his companions in arms in 
the following honourable terms : — have much reason to 
be satisfied with the cai)tains, officers, and men under my 
orders ; all showed the greatest zeal ; English, Austrian^ 
and Turks vied with each other. Commander Mansel is an 
old officer well deserving of promotion. Messieurs Maguire 
and Pi •ice, old mates, are both severely wounded, and beliaved 
most gallantly, as did Mr. Gumming, mate of the Cyclops, 
whose conduct was seen by Captain Berkeley, who wrote him 
a strong letter on tlie occasion, and I trust their lordships 
ivill jiromote Mm. My aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Stephen 
Bradley, was also forward on all occasions. Tlie Archduke 
Frederick placed his ship well, and kept up an excellent fire. 
Walker Bey, Turkish rear-admiral, who was there by acci- 
dent, was tlie first to advance along the causeway.’* The 
commodore affixed the following postscript to his hastily- 

* Tliis ac^hievement — of storming, with 900 allies and 500 Turks, a 
town protected by a fort and citadel, and a line of wall defended by 
2,700 men (all of whom were taken priaoners) — must be regarded as of 
no mean merit. It places Commodore Napier in a highly favourable 
point of view, when we consider how comprehensive and correct were 
the views which actuated his conduct. The energy, too, with which he 
carried out tlie enterprise was of a stamp rarely equalled.-— 
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written letter It has come to iny knowledge that there 
was a complete race between. Mr. James Hunt, midshipman 
of the Stromboli. and Signor Dominica Chinca, midshipman 
of the Austrian frigate Guerriera, who should first place the 
colours in the pai*t of the town where they landed.’* The 
effect of this postscript was to obtain for Mr. Hunt, by an 
order in council (he not having served his time) his lieute- 
nant’s commission ; but the credit of Jirst planting the British 
coloui’S on the walls of Sidon belonged in reality to First 
lieutenant Alexander Anderson, of the marines, wlio liad 
some time previously to M r. Hunt phuited, nearly on the 
same spot, a union -jack, which he soon afterwards removed 
to a Idglier part of the town. 

The loss sustained by the allies was as follows : Lieutenant 
of marines Charles F. Hockin and two British and one 
Austrian seamen killed ; and Williarn K. O. Price (Ilevenge) 
and Kochfort Maguire (Wasp), mates, and J ohn Tliompson, 
boatswain (Cyclops), five seamen, twelve marines, and one 
Austrian seaman, wounded, seven of whom severely. Total : 
four killed and twenty-one wounded. Twelve only of the 
Tiu'kish troops vjere wounded. 

On the Snd of October a gallant exploit was perfoimed by 
Commander Heiiry J. W oi th witli tlie boats of the Hastings 
and Edinburgb. Two soldiers, deserters from the Egyptian 
forces at Beyrout, arrived on boat'd the Hastings, and gave 
information that the sea fort contained 200 barrels of powder, 
to which a train bad been laid by the Egyptians, across a 
stone bridge communicating wdtb the town, which it was 
their intention to fire, in the event of an attack Ireing made 
upon it. These soldiers offered to accompany h, party to 
sever the train, and to point out where the powder was dei)o- 
sited. The undertaking presented great difficulties, but 
which were appai'cutly so many inducements to make the 
attempt# Three boats of the Hastings were accoi’dingly 
despatched to land under cover of the guns of the launch and 
pinnace of the Edinburgh (in w'hich were Lieutenants Wil- 
liam Clai’k and Henry S. Hawker), Commander Worth being 
accompanied in his enter|)rise by lieutenant Cliarles F. 
Schomberg and Bobert Tench Bedford, mate. In order to 
divert the enemy’s attention from the boat expedition, tlie 
Edinburgh and Hastings opened fire upon the batteries. I n 
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the meanwhile the party landed, and, under guidance of the 
deserters, found and severed the train. S<5arcely had this 
been elfected, when the train was fired in the town. The 
party then broke into tlie fort, and succeeded in removing 
thirty'One barrels of powder to the boats, and in throwing 
dxty or eighty into the sea. Numerous troops having now 
assembled near the castle, Coinmander Worth determined to 
retreat to the boats ; but, in effecting this, Frederick Lus- 
combe, a young midshipman of much promise, w^as killed by 
the fire of musketry opened upon the party, and three raeii , 
wore wounded, one dangerously. 

Captain Henderson being desirous of disconnecting the 
biidge which led from tlie above-mentioned castle to tlie 
town, conceiving it might be of seiwice in the event of an 
attack being made upon it, the ships opened fire upon the 
bridge, but finding that.it would occupy much time, and as 
it was in the first j)lace desiralile to remove the powder 
which still remaineii in the castle, Commander Francis D. 
Hajjitings, of the Edinburgh, undertook to remove it, ho being 
accompanied by Commander Worth, who gallantly volun- 
teered liis services on the occasion. In the .Ipdinburgli’s boats 
were Lieutenants William Clark and Craham Ogle, Charles 
8. Norman, mate, and W. G, Herbert, II. Boys, and — Owen, 
midshipmen ; and in those of the Hastings, were Lieutenant 
John Morsliead, and llobert T. Bedford, James B. Davison, 
and Charles F. Cliimmo, mates. The boats, on the afternoon 
of the 5tli of October, pushed off under an. admii-able fire 
from tlie two ships, and effected an entrance to the castle 
through a hole on the east side, notwithstanding a tremendous 
fire of musketry from the walls of another fort to the east- 
ward, Under the direction of Mr. Gaiupbell, boatswain of 
the Edinburgh, a great deal more powder was thrown over- 
board ; but the night closing in, Captain Henderson made 
the signal of recall, and the boats returned to the ships, after 
an absence of foHy minutes, leaving only a small quantity in 
the magazine. The same night the Egjrptians blew up the 
castle. The above services were highly creditable to all con- 
cerned ; and the latter exploit was attended with no loss, 
and only one marine of the party was wounded. 

On the 9th of October, the result of a successful attack 
made by the Turkish troops, by Commodore Napiei', ixpon 
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the troops of Ibrahim Paclia, occupying the mouBtariis 
near Beyiout, the town was evacuated ; and on the same 
day 2,000 Egyptians delivered themselves up as ju'isoners of 
war. In the course of a few days, Tripoli, Tortosa, and 
Latakia were evacuated by the Egyptians, and taken })Osses- 
sion of by the countiy people wdl disposed -towards the 
Sultan. Thus the whole line of Syrian coast., with the 
exception of tlie fortifications and town of St. Jean d’Acre, 
had fallen ; and tins, the strongest and best-prepared de- 
fence of Meiieinet Ali, had soon also to succumb to British 
])rowess. 

To undertake the i*ed action of this fortress, lunvover, was 
a matter requiring deliberation. The season of the year was 
uTipropitious, for at about this time the Syrian coast is visited 
by beavy gales from the noi*th-west. A I'reiich squadron also 
was known to be jealously watching the progi’css of tlie 
British. Commodore Napier and ivcax-AcImirul Walker 
Bey, notwithstanding, strongly uiged the attempt) to be made 
irmnediately, but Sir Robert Stopford demurred. Colonel 
Sir Charles Smith, cointnanderdn-cliief of tl\e fot‘ces, also 
was not over siinguine as to what the result of a,n attack 
would be in a military point of view ; and under all tlie cir- 
cunnstanccs, further proceedings would ha,ve been stayed, but 
for the axrivfil of despatches from England. 

Ill acknowledging the receipt of the foreign secretary’s 
letter, received on the 27th of October, Sir Robert Stopford 
gives an idea of its contents when he says, he iKS therein 
directed to make, under certain circumstaiiccs, an attack 
upon the forti-ess of St. Jean d’Acre.” What tluise “ceitain 
circumstances ” were, however, is not exju-essed ; l>ut want- 
ing only some plausible cover for undertaking the risk, tlie 
admiral ghully avfiiled liimsedf of Lord Palinei'ston’s letter, 
and gave instant orders for the attack. Lord Palmerston’s 
despat<»li was dated October the 5th, and befoi-e one month 
had elapsed, Acre had fallen. 

As a preliminary step, the Turkish rear-admiral proceeded 
under the walls of Acre in his slup, to demand the surrender 
of the fortress, but without success; and on the morning 
of the 31st of October, the force destined for the attack got 
underweigh from Beyrout, having on board 3,000 Turkish 
troops. The squadron was composed of the following British 
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ships, comixianded as before stated.^ Princess Charlotte, 
Powerful, Bellerophon, Eevenge, Thunderer, Edinburgh, 
Benbow, Castor, Oaiysfort, Gorgon, Yesuviiis, Strpmboli, 
Phcenix : Austrian frigates, Medea, Rear-Admiral Bandiera, 
and Gueraera, under the command of his Imperial Highness 
the Archduke Frederick : Arabian corvette, Li psia ; and 
lurkish 74-gun ship Mookad-dimoj-i-hire,^ bearing the flag 
of Walker Bey. 

On the afternoon of the 2nd of November, the expedition 
reached the bay, and anchored about two miles oif the town, ^ 
where the Picpie, Talbot, Wasp, and Hazard had been lying 
for some days. At a council of war held tlie same night, it 
was determined that the bombardment should take place on 
the succeeding day at as early an hour as the wind would 
{>erinit. The task of sounding and buoying off the channels 
leading to the batteries had been performed with mncli skill 
by the masters of the l’'albot and Pique (George Biddleeombe 
and J. 0. Barlow), under the orders of Captains Boxer and 
Godrington ; and to tl iis preliminary, wdiich will be hereafter 
noticed, the comjiarative impunity with which the squadron 
escaped was chiefly owing. The night preceding the attack 
was also employed by many officers in perfecting their know- 
ledge of the different localities of the shoals ; and in paii;i- 
cular the master of the Edinburgh, John Davies, whose ship 
was ordered to attack the south side, sounded to within 
musket-shot of the batteries, from which his boat was twice 
fired at. Various arrangements were made as to the difierent 
positions which the ships should respectively occupy, but 
many of the plans were defeated, and we think it will save 
botli the reader’s time and patience, if we point out at once 
the precise sj)ot which each ship did in fact occupy on tlie 
eventful day. The plan with which we now present our 
readers is from actual measurement, and the portions of 
the different ships are also equally coiTect, they being 
deterndiicd by angles taken by Mr. Davies, master of the 
Edinburgh. . 

* See p/ige 5*21, 

® Mr. Himttir, in his lively descrfption of this ship, renders this ttn- 
pronouaceable name the days of yow/’ or ** la fcU(^ dm joursp<m^B,’^* 
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a Picme ^ Lipsia (Arab) n Hazard t Phcenix, st, y. 

h BelWophon k Medea (Aust.) o Edinburgh 14 Strombolb st. v. 

c Thunderer i Guerriera (do.) p Bonbow v Vesuvius 

d Pbs. Chiirlotte k Talbot q Wasp w A cutter 

e Powerful I Carysforfc r Turkish Atlrnl. S 

/ Revenge w Castor s Gorgon, st. v. 

AAA« Stone wall about 25 feet in height, b Ancient mole, destroyetL 
CO Small forts abandoned and mined, dddo Batteries o!j the land side 
attempted by the French in 32E Works besieged by Ibrahim 

Pacha in 1831 and 1832. iw Covered way. ggg Unfinished out^ 
works. H Gate of Customs. - kk Klians. l Citadel, ar Mosque, 
o Palace. 'Jlie deep parts inside the wall EE show the damage occa* 
sioned by the explosion of the magazine. 
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In order the better to observe the proceedings of the 
attaoldng ships, which were by the nature of the service 
separated, the admiral^ accompanied by Sir Charles Smith, 
embarked on board the Phoenix, leaving Commodore Napier 
to conduct the division appointed to act against the western 
or strongest side. 

At 9h. 30m. a.m. the signal was made to weigh, but the 
light southerly breeze pi*evcnted the squadron from approach- 
ing the batteries. At a little before Ih. P.M., however, the 
sea breeze set in, and the whole bore np nearly before it. 
The Powerful, closely followed by the Piincess Charlotte, 
Thunderer, and Bellerophon, stood to the northward, and 
fchen steered for the batteries. The positions talcen up by 
the ships of this division, were to a great degree faulty ; since 
a large proportion of the enemy’s forts were left unengaged, 
and the fire of the northernmost sliips rendered comj^ara- 
tively ineffective. The cause of this error, as nearly as we 
can learn, was as follows ; — The plan laid down for the attack 
was formed upon the supposition that the ships would enter 
by the iioutiiern passiigej but the change of wind at lIi. p.m. 
rendering this impracticable with the line-of-battle ships, 
the original design was given up, and the squadron obliged 
to round the northern end of the shoal, and enter the 
channel in the opposite direction. Had the ships entered as 
proposed, the Powerful was to have brought up abreast 
the soiithem angle of the west front, and the other ships 
were to have pjissed .on the outside, and anchored to the 
northward. The commodore finding the necessity of de^dating 
from the course on'ginally laid down, made the signal that 

he intended attacking north battmdes meaning, no doubt, 
that the ships astern should p^iss on and anchor to the smith- 
vmrd of him ; in fact, intending only that the original line 
should l)e revervsed ; but this intention not being pz'operly 
understood, the Princess Charlotte and other ships, as soon 
as the Poweidul had anchored, brought up astern, and to the 
northward of her, as had been before agi:eed upon. * The 
consequence was, that these ships generally were from 800 
to 1,000 yards too far to the noiiihward. 

At 2h, 17m., just as Commodore Napier’s division had 
ancho7*ed and opened fire upon the western line of batteries, 
the Castor and Talbot gallantly leading the divisio.n (con- 
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sistmg of the Edinburgh, Benbow, Caiysfort, Hazard, and 
Wasp), apijointed to act against the southern face, dropped 
anehor in less than four Mhoins water, within about 700 
yards of the foit, and opened a spirited fire, while the 
i-emaining ships passed on to take their stations. Tlie Edin- 
bui^gh at the same time commenced firing; and having 
cleared the Castor, reopened a heavy fire, and dropped a stern 
anchor close upon that frigate’s starboard bow. The remain- 
ing ships (including also the Turkish admiral, which anchored 
to the eastward, and the Au.strian ships, which brought up 
to the westward) anchored as most convenient by the liead 
or stem, and at about 2h. 30m. the action had become 
generaL The admiral observing the vacant space ahead of 
the Powerful., at about 3h. p.m. directed the Revenge (which 
ship had been ordered to keep under weigh as a reserve) to 
proceed and take it up ; and in a short time this ship was 
admirably placed ahead of the commodore. The Pique 
anchored to the nortliward of the whole. 

“ BcKjn,” wrote Mr. Hunter, observation was confounded 
by the continuous roar of cannon, and by the masses of 
smoke, which in many-piled w'reatlis began to envelope as 
well the ships as the fortress. When the smoke at short 
intervals cleared away, we got a glimpse of one or more of 
the embrasures ; but, for tbe most part, the only object seen 
to mark their locality was the bljize of lurid fire issuing from 
the pieces at the moment of discharge.” Thus afiairs con- 
tinued till a little past 4h. p.m., when the whole fortress was 
illumined with an intense blaze of light, which was as 
suddenly succeeded by a dense cloud of smoke, dust, bursting 
sli(.dLs, and large fragments of stone, &c. The primapal maga- 
zine, supposed to have contained some thousands of barrels 
of powder, had exploded ; believed to liave been the effect 
of a shell thrown by one of the steam-ships. The cannonade, 
which &r a second had been stayed, was succeeded by a loud 
and long cheer, which resounded from ship to sliip, and the 
firing was resumed, and continued till near .sunset, wlien not 
more than twenty guns in the battenes remaining undisabled, 
the admiral made the signal to “ cease firing.” .Each ship 
accordingly left off action, but continued at anchor, ready to 
renew it at a moment’s notice ; but this wa« unnecessary, for 
never was a place more completely torn to pieces. 
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To describe a tenth part of the devastating effects of the 
British fire, and of the explosion, would be vain : embrastires 
were beaten into one, and the parapets throitghout so much 
damaged as to be nearly useless; guns, some split from breech 
to muzzle, were thrown from their cariiages to inconceivable 
distances, and others rendered perfectly unserviceable. " By 
the explosion, two entire regiments, formed in position on the 
rampai-ts, were aniiiliilated, and every creature within the 
area of 6,000 yards ceased to exist ; the loss of life being 
variously computed from 1,200 to 2,000 persons.”^ 

The losses of the allies were as follow : Princess Chaiiotte : 
one seaman killed. Powerful : three seamen and one ma- 
rine wounded ; one of the foimer severely. Revenge : 
two killed, and three seamen (severely) and oiie marine 
slightly wounded. Edinburgh: two seamen and two ma- 
rines killed, and Commander Hastings, J ohn Davies, master, 
Joseph Plinisoll, assistant surgeon, and Henry Boys, mid- 
shipman, one seaman, one sergeant of marines, and one hoy 
woubded.2 Castor : four seamen killed, and four seamen 
(one severely) and three marines (two severely) wounded. 
Talbot : Lieutenant Bulkelcy G. Le Mesurier (mortally), 
Heniy Haswell, mate (slightly), and one seaman severely 
wounded. Wasp : five seamen (severely) and one marine 
wounded. Hazard : one marine and one boy wounded. 
Turkish Admiral : four men killed, and tliree wounded. 
Medea (Rear-Admiral Biindiera’s flag-ship) : one killed, and 
four wounded ; and Guerriera, one killed, and two wounded. 
Bellerophon, Thunderer, Benbow, Pique, and Carysfori, as 
well as all the steam-ships, escaped wdthout loss. Total : 
British loss, twxdve killed, thiriy-two wounded ; Austrian, 
two killed, and six wounded ; and Turkish, four killed, and 
tlpree wotmded : making in all eighteen killed and forty-one 
wounded. The Poweriul was the only ship which had a 
spar shot away, and she lost her main-topgallant-mast. 

The cause of this escape from loss has been thus accounted 
tor. When the 'task of buoying-otf the shoal along which 
the ships were to pass was being performed, the Egyptians 

* Cokmel Sir Charles Smilih’a despatch. - 

® This loss was prmcipally occasioned by a shell wMch pitched upoxi 
one of the quarter-deck guns, and , exploded as the ship was running 
down to take up her position under the batteries. 
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believed the boats to be laying down the positions which 
the ships of the squadron were to occupy, and laid their 
guns accordingly. The carriages being then raised to the 
desired range by planks and sand-bags, and the embrasures 
blocked up, it was impossible to tmiii the guns either to the 
right or lefb. But as all the ships anchored at some distance 
inside the buoys, the shot from the batteries flew harmlessly 
over them; merely cutting away rigging and sails, <fec. After 
the firing had commenced, the smoke prevented the Egy]>- 
tians from discovering the effects of their firing, and the 
torrent of shot, which speedily removed the sand -bags from 
the embrasures and came pouring through them, rendered it 
\itterly impossible to remedy the defect, even had the error 
become known. Had the ships anchored farther out than 
they did, the loss of life must liave been severe ; for the 
water at a few dozen yards outside the ships, where the sho^ 
and shell pitched, was obseiwed in a perfect foam. 

On the sea-batteries of Acre 147 guns had been mounted, 
besides five 13-inch mortars and many others ; the place had 
ammunition enough for a ten years’ w^ar, aiid was abun- 
dantly victualled and stored for a long siege. The garrison 
at the commencement of the bombardment is supposed to 
have consisted of 4,o00 men, exclusive of 800 cavalry posted 
outside the town. The total number killejd and wounded 
cannot be correctly ascertained; but it is probable- that the 
number stated in the extnict given from Colonel Smith’s 
letter includes all that fell on this, to them, disa.strous day. 
The prisoners amounted to 3,000. On the following moming 
the strong foi'treas of the East was taken posse.ssion of^ and 
all the troops under Sir Cliarles Smith were landed, and 
took up their quarters in the town. 

On the 6th, a second explosion of shells took place in 
the ruins of the mag^izine in which a party of tnen were at 
work, l)y wdiich one of the Benbow’s marines was killed, 
Captain Collier had his leg broken, and many others were 
seriously injured. • 

In concluditig his oflicial account of the fall of St. Jean 
d’ Acre, Sir Robeiti Stopford bore testimony to the exeHions 
of those under his ordei‘s. “ When I see,” he wrote, “ the 
effects of om' fire upon so formidable a fortress, I cannot 
nelp feeling the greatest obligation to every officer and man 
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engaged in this enterprise. The cool, steady, and beautiful 
style in which the ships and vessels, through shoals and 
banks, came into tlieir positions, and the noble spirit that 
animated the whole, in the destructive tire opened and 
maintained against a very smart return from the forts and 
batteries, were most gratifying, and drew forth my adniira- 
tioii, being enabled from the steamer to ohseiTC the siinul- 
taiieous attack upon both faces; hut where all were animated 
with the same spirit, and each did his duty to my heart’s 
content, it cannot be possible for me to single out cases of 
individual merit. I may be allowed to observe, however, 
that in confiding to Captain Fanshawe, my flag-captain (who 
had been of great service to me in the previous details and 
an*angenients on this and fornnu* occasions during the expe- 
dition), the charge of conducting my flag- ship, while it 
behoved me to suiwey and direct the wdiole, he most ably 
fulfilled Iiis trust.” Lieutenant William F. Glanville, tlio 
admiral’s flag-lion tenant, was also alluded to in terms of 
great })rais<i ; and the captains, ofliceivs, and crews were 
es})ecially thank »>d by the admiral for the assistance each 
ship had respectively rendered. 

The 1 * 6 wards inorito<l by these im|>ortan.t services were 
not wdthlield. Sir llobert Stopford had already attained all 
the military distinctions which could be bestowed. The 
adinii'al, . liowever, received the thanks of both Houses 
of 'Parliament, and the freedom of the city of Loinlon, 
in an elegiintly-carved oaken box. Tlie sultan trans- 
mitted a letter of thanks, the imperial nishdn of honour and 
merit, and a sword, the handle of whicli w-as studded with 
jewels. The Austrian, Prussian, and ‘Bnssiaii emperors also 
conferred marks of distinction upon the gallant adiniral. 
(./«>inmodore Na])ier was advanced to bo Knight Cominander 
of the Bath ; and the captains present at tim bombardment 
of Acre, not ])i*evi.ously so decorated, including Captains 
Fanshawe, Austen, Waldegrave, Berkeley, AV. "W. Hender- 
son, Stewart, Collier, Boxer, Martin, Codrington, W. 
11. Henderson, and Austin, were made companions of the 
oi‘dei‘. I'en commanders received a stej), and twenty-three 
lieutenants, and about fifty mates 'were promoted, most of 
wlioin have been named iii the foregoing ]>ages. Yice- 
Admiral AValker Bey was appointed an Hojiorary Knight 
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Commander of the Bath. Sir Charles Felix Smith and tht^ 
laud forces also received the thanks of l^arlianve.ut> as did 
also the ofiicei^ and ships’ companies of the squadron. The 
Sultan subsequently bestowed diaiuoiid-hrlfced swonls upon 
the captains engaged on the const of Syria, and at Alex- 
andria ; and medals of gold, silver, oid copper, for tlie 
captains, officers, seamen, and mariiies, were* also conferred. 
The naval medal Inos lately been added to the distmctit>n8 
gained on this occasion. 
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Croeyke, J, Lt. ii, 99, 256 

Cross, J. M. Mid, ii. 511 
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Cumiwing, A. Mate, ii. 533 
Cunimmgs, It. Capt. 11. M. ii 292 
Cunniugrham, A. Com. ii. 39y 
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Cune, J. Lt. ii. 431 
Curlipg, FL B. Mid. ii. 115 
Curry, Mast. Mato, ii. 45 
Curry, D. Mid. ii. .521,631 
Curry, 11. C. Lt. ii. 432 
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Cuttance, B. Cut^t. i. 50 
Cuttle, Capt. i, 57 
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Dent, C. C. Mid. ii. 510 
Dent, D. Capt. i. 142 
Denton, G. Mid. ii. 144 
Derby, Earl of, i. 8, lo 
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Dundas, Hon. Capt. C. H, ii. 41, 44, 47, 
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Dundas, G, Lt, i. 343 ; ii» 66 
Dundas, P. Lt. ii. 301 
Dundas, T. Capt. ii. 121, 265 
Dunderdale, J. Mid. ii. 300 
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D wyer, Al. Mast. Mate, ii. 368, 400 
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Kttingham, Earl of, i. 27 
Ekins, Capt. 1. 204, .604, 610 
Elder, J, Alast. i. 435 
Elgar, Purs. ii. 389 
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Ferrers, lA)rd, i. 23 
Ferrett, F. Lt, i. 463 
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Fleming, J. Mast. Mate, il, 8 
Fleming, U, IT. Lt, ii. 509 
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Loch, P. E. Com. ii. 454 

Lock, A. .Bo. ii. 263 

Lock, ll. Lt. 1. 283, 2S5 

Lock. W. Lt. i. ‘.US 

Lockhart, Lt.-Col. ii. 2T 4 

Lockhart, J. Capt. i. 180, lOB 

Lockyer, N. Lt. ii, 88, 486, 49.8, 400 

Loggie, .L Capt. i. ao6, 21 0 

Long, fi. le, Capt. i. 504 

Long, C. Capt . i. 143 

Long, C. I.t, i. 113 

Long, (t. Lt. i. 336 

Long, G. l A. i. 438 ; ii. 4, 00 

Long, H. Capt, i. 119 

Long, H. Lt. ILM . ii. .35 

Long, 'i‘, Capt. i. 126 

Longford, Capt Lord, i. 264, 299 

Loring, .1. Capt. ii. 66 

Loring, .1. W, Alid. i, 369; li. 104, 355 

Losack, Lt, ii. 50, 359, 301, 410 

XiOuis, G. 1). Prlast, ii. 360 

Louis, T, Capt. ii. 11, Mi>, 179 
Love, T. Mast, i, 343 
Loveday, K. Mid. ii, 235 
Loveless, Ii. J. Lt. ii. 432, 447 
Lovell, Gen, i. 290 
Lovell, .f. i. 4 55 
Lowdon, Mid. ii. 510 
Lowry, J, Slid. li. 14 
Lucas, Capt. ii. 147 
Lucas, R.-Adm. i. 437 


Lucas, J. Mid. i. 39{il 
Lnciis, M. K. Lt. ii. 234 
Luca.s, li. Capt, i. 433 
Luckratt, A. Mid. ii. 144 
Ludlow, C. Capt. ii. 304 
Ludwig, G. Mid, i. 294 
Luke, G. Lt. i. .303 
Lukey, XL Mast, i, 181 
Lumiey, J. 11. Lt. ii. 8/, 431, 401 
Lumley, Ilor,. Capt. T. i, .330, 334 
laimsdaine, CL Capt. i. 301, 437 
Lund, T. Mid. i. 449 
l.usconibe, F. Mid. ii, .530 
Luscomhe, s. Mid. i. 472 
Lus!iingt'»n, F. Capt. i. 140 
Luthill, H. Mid. ii 300 
Lutman, C. Mid. ii. 224 
LiUtrell, .1. Hon. Caj>t, i. 3.50 
Lutwidge, S. Capt. i. 366 
Lydiard, C. l.t. i. 430; ii. 17-1, 130 
Lyons, K. Mid. ii. IplJ, 324, 370 
Lyons, M. Lt. ii. 520 

Mabroux, Capt. i. 520 

Macartney, .L (!apt. i. 318 

Maebride; J. Lt. i. 217, 297 , 309, 321 

Macdonald, Sea. ii. .527 

Maodonuld, A. Lr. II, M. ii. 13 

Macdonald, C. Coin. ii. 442 

Macdonidd, li. Capt. i 77 

Macdonou'rh, 'I'. Com. ii, 47O 

MacdoiJg.d!, .L Lt. ii, .531 

Maekay, ijapt. i. 1.51 

Aiaekay, V. Lt. i. 232 

Mackenzie, A. Capt. ii. 81, L*50 

Mackcnz!<^, G. C. Com. ii. 1.54, 235, 448 

Macken/.u*, K. la. ii. I9, 80 

Alackey, C. Mid. ii. 321 

Mackey, SI. LI. i. 467 

Macnaniara. Comm. i. 155 

Maciuiinara, J. Capt. i. 423, 430, 521 ; ii. 

354 

Maeijuet, Capt. it. 2OO 
Madden, L. l\ Lt. U.M. ii, 377 
Maddos., jbirs. ii, p7 
Madison, Mr. ii. 477 
Magee, i. 301 

Magon, Ad.'u. ii. 120 
Magvii, .1. iMast, Mate, ii. 195 
Maguire, R. Mali-, ii. 5:>f> 

Maidstone, Lord, i. 09 
Main, Mid. ii. 13 
Main, T. Sea. ii, 137 
Mainwartng, .1, ('af)t. i. 432, 4G7 
Maitland, < apt. ILM. i. 331 
Maitland, Hon. A. Mid. ii. .57, 504 
Maitland, II?ui. tlapt. F. i. 200, ;{14 
Maitlaml. F. L. Capt. ii. 05, 89, 104, L5'b 

221, 205, 279, 5(10 
Maitlaml, .J. ( ■ ipt. ii. 00, 149 
Maitland, Hon. Major J, i. 249 
Maitland, W. Id. ii 529 
Majeudi<^, .1 . lA. ii. 25 
Majordianks, G. Lt. ii. 328 
Maicolmj Aluj. ii. 400 
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IMalcolm, C, Capt. it. fiOO ' ! 

Muicciliit, P. Capt. ii. 14/, 160, 266, 475 

Mail/r Lt. i. 217 

MaJing, T. .T. Lt. i. 453 

Mallock, S. Lt. R.M. ii, 103 

Malone, W, .Lt. ii. 393 

Man, R. Capt. i. 220 

AJanliy, T. Capt. ii. 21 

Manley, J. Capt. i. 430 

Mimley, .T. Comm. i. 242, 244 

Miirm, J. Capt. i. 42 

Matin, R. Capt, i. 310 

Manners, C. Lt. ii. 1/0, 171 

Manner!}, Capt. Lonl R. i. 34.3 

Manners, W. Com. ii. 396, 462 

3\(annv, Sir W. i. 8, 12, 13 

Manath, Sir R. i. 33 

Munscl, U. Com. ii. 24 

Marnsel, T. Mid. i. 419, 433 

iSlanhcli, G. Com, ii. .62.6, 533 

Mansfield, C. J. M. Capt. ii. 121 

IMansrioUl, G. V. Lt. R.M. i. 30.6 

Mnnstield, 3. M. Cajil. i. 440 ; ii. 6.6 

Maples, ,1. F. Lt. i. 452; ii, 436 

i*lap]t:sdon, .J.Cupt. i. 102 

Mapleron, 1). Lt. ii. isy 

Mari, Rcaf Adm.i. 131 

.■ft/arkett., A. Lt. i. 314 

BfarUlnmi, G. Mid. ii. 510 

Miu'kland, 1). Com.ii. 293 

‘.Marks , .1. Mo. ii. 69 

M:u!liori)i:j!,h, Imkeof, i. Ipl 

MarUiorounh, Capt, Earl of, i. .6/ 

Mario V, R.'Mid. ii. 102 
Rlatlow, R. Capt. i. ISf). 193, 267 
Tilanjuos, Lr.-Col. ii. 2.69 
idaroo, J. Jit. R.M. ii. 35 
riliirsden, M. Purser, ii. 2/3 
ilJaish, .S. Itltvst. 1. ,624 
n. Mid. ii, 338 

MarsliuU, J, Com. ii. 414, 446 
?.{ariiljall, J. Mid. ii. 3*3 
iViarsliall, .S. Capt. i. 263 
Marsfiu!), S. Lt. ii. 484 
.Mui-ftiialf, S. Mid. ii. 1/4 
iiLirsliali, 'r. Lt. R.M. ii. 195 
Mart, (.’arp. ii. 2H8 
Martel, Roar- .4dm. dc. i. 72 
Martin, A. fliast. ii. 230 
Maitiii, G. Capt. i. 452; ii. 1.3,14,286, 
;'’99 

Martin, G. J). Com. ii. 516 
r.juriiii, H. B. Capt. ii. ,62.6, .644 
5!ar«ui, .1. Mid. i. 3/3 
rdurtin, R. Adm. i. 409 
jvlartm, S. Capt. i. 1J2 
Martin, T. B, Capt. i. 428, 49,6; ii. 8, 59, 
'341, 290 

Martin, W. Capt. i. Cl 
5!iirirngalt‘, .S. (lapt. i. 228 
ilLirlinifale, S, Mid, ii. 98 
Martyn, G. P, Surg. ii. 317 
ALisf ticUl, J. (,). Com. ii, 71 
Masroa, C. Capt. i. 336, 362 
Masap F Cum. ii. 80, 93, 324 


Maaseredo, Adm. ii. 46 
Massey, G. Mid. i. 402 
Master, 8. Capt. i. 1.31 
Masterman, W. H. Lt. R.M. n. 104 
Masters, T, J. P. Lt. ii. 399 
Mather, W. Lt. ii. 39, 41, 188 
Mathew, Maj.-Geh. i, 275 
Mathews, Capt. i. 370 
Mathews, T. Capt. i, 131 
Mathias, Bo. i. 488 
Matson, II. Mate, i. 370 ; ii, 19 
Matson, R. Capt. ii. 19 
Matterfat-e, W. U. ii. 300, 487 
Matthews, T. Capt. i. 131, 119, 152 
Matthia.*}, T. J. Clerk, ii. 414 
Maude, Hon. .T. A. Lt. ii. 300, 516 
Maude, W. Capt. ii. 2fil 
Maugcr, N. Lt. i, 505; ii. 58 
Mttunscll, B. Mid. ii, 87, 329, 525 
Maurice, J. W, Lt. ii. 77, 3.65 
Maxwell, C. W. Lt. ii. 291 
Maxwell, G. Lt. i, 3 IS 
Maxwell, II. Mid. ii. 358 
Maxwell, ,L Pur. i. .622 
i Maxwell, K. Lt. ii. .61, 88 
1 Maxwell, AI. Capt. ii. 76, 91, 358, 363 
Afa.xwe]l, W, Bo. ii. 510 
Maynard, IJon. Cttpt. H. i. 120, 123 
I Alayne, C, Capt. i. 139 
Mayne, 1>. Lt, i, 499 
I iVIavne, D. Mid. ii. .600 
Maystou, Mr. ii. 499 
' AI‘Adam, B. Lt. ii. 369 
AI‘Auley, A. ii. 290 
AJ‘ Death, A. Lt. >, 452 
M‘(!all, Lt. ii. 438 
Al’Carthv, J. Bn. ii. 99 
APCarthy, W. Mid. i. 30C 
Af'Cartie, Com. i. 209 
[ M‘Caul, A. Alid. ii. 225 
M‘Cleverty, W. Capt. i. 199 
ACClintock, H. B. Mid. ii 50h 
APChuid. Alid. iv. Co 
A1 ‘Crawley, D B. ii. I80 
ACCrccry, f). T.t. ii. 438 
Ar'Cnin, W. Alast. Alutc, ii. 26 
Al'Cullock, A. Mid. ii. I ll 
ArCurdie, A. Alast. i. 285 
51 ‘Curdy, .1. Lt.ii. 368 
BI 'Daniel, .7. Alate, ii. 477 
APDermnrt, .7. JA. ii. 10 
AP Donald, C. Com. ii. 378 
AI'Donvdil, Mate, i. 28.6 
AI'DonaUl, J. Lt.ii. 497 
Af‘ Donald, J. Lt. R.Ai. i, 267 
Af ‘ Doziald, J . Alast. Mate, ii. .344, 376 
Al‘Dougid, J. Aliist. Alate, ii. 301 
APDougal, ,L Lt. ii. 368 
AI‘Dougall, J. Lt, ii. 510 
Al*(;hie, J. Lt. ii. 4;o 
AI*Gie, G. 7A. ii. 513 
AI'Gill, Alid. ii. 102 
M ‘ Gregor, Ai r, ii . 499 
M^OulFock, ,F. Alid, i. 413 
M'Gwicr, Bo. ii. 66 
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M*Kay, C. Lt. ii. 407 
M‘Kean, J. Mid. ii. 410, 432 
M'Keene, I. Lt. ii. 488 
M'Kenzie, A. Corn. i. .'ll 5 
M'Kenzie, I>. Mid. ii. 490 
M'Kenzie, J. Lt. ii. 211 
M‘Kenzic, T. H. Mast. Mate, ii. 19d 
M‘K.erlie, .f . Mid. i. 440 j ii. 145,343 
M‘Kinley, G. Lt. i. 42d 
McKinley, G. Mid. ii. 3.5 
M‘Kinnon, H. Mid. i. 4-i9 
ivf* Laohlan, A. Cape. Il.M. ii. 342 
M‘Lean, Gen. i. 280 
M'Cean, R. Mid. ii. 144 
M'Lean, T, Mid. ii. 225 
ilLLd on, D. Capt. i. 308, 330, 332 
M'Leoil, Dt Com. ii, 70 
liriireekan, A. Lt. ii. ,389 
M'Mnlleti, J. Surj?. i. .522 
M‘Niel, H. Cnpt. i. 242, 244 
M‘ Night, Surg. Mate, i. 294 
]M‘Phrr«on, J. Mast. ii. 327. 

M* Queen, Mid. ii. 337 

McQueen, J. Mast. ii. 3(35 

iirVofigh, P. Lt ii. 461 

Mend, J, Capt. i. 230 

McadCj J. Lt. ii. 198 

Meade, S. C.apt. i. 122 

Mcars, J, Lt. ii. 331 

Meurs, J. Lt. K.M. ii. 348, 353, 359 

Medina, Don N. de, i. 310 

Mpdiua Sidonia, J)uKe of, i. 29 

Medway, J* A. Mi»l. ii. 2 

Meech, G. Lt. Il.M. ii. 231 

Meef^tfjrs, Mr, i, 1)0, yj 

Meheniet Ali, ii, .534. 

Melhuish, J. Lt. i. 370 j ii. 70 
Melsrcdt, Maj. ii- 3.55 
Mt'ivlll, P. Capt. i. 3)5 
Mendel, P, Lt. ii. 143 
Mend.s, H. IL Lt. Il.M. ii. 1.54 
Mcnd», H. Lt. i. 419; ii. 2/8,280 
Mends, T. Surg. ii, .510 
Menzies, Maj. i. 23/ 

.Menzios, C. f.t. K.M. ii. 1/9 

hlerecf, a pirate, i. 17 
Afereer, E. F. lit. K.M. ii. 285 
Mercier, 0. Mid. ii. 340 
Meredith, C. J.t. Il.M. ii. 3.5 
Aleritou, 11. Capt. ii. 12, 322 
Metcalfe, G, Mast. i. 4ni 
Micheli, F, T. I.t. ii. ,508, .523 
Miehic, C. '’ajtt, i. 2!!3 
AI iddltiiporc, Lt. i, ;t.5G 
Miildlcton, H. H. IMast. JMatc, ii. 337 
Middleton, J. Mate, ii, (iO 
Middleton, .1. Pur. i. 404 
Middleton, K. G. Lt. i. 370, 413, 4/0 
Middleton, W. C-arp. ii. 300 
Miell, C. Mid. i. 483 
Mighel», Capt. i. 104, lOy 
Mighels, J- Capt. i, T2S, 135 
M iiiell , J . Capt. i . 1 24 
Allies, J. Corn. ii... 123 
Allies, J. Mast. Mute, ii. 197 


Allies, L. Mid. ii. 254 
Milbounie, C. ll. Mid. ii. 300 
JVIilburn, J. Mast, i. 2/0, 305 
Afildmay. Capt. i. 41, 44 
Mildridge, M. Mid. ii, 103, 221 
Alilius, Capt. ii. 114 
Alillar, G. Lt. i. 210 
Millar, Mast. i. 296 
Millard, W. Lt- ii. lt)9 
Bfillbanke, H. Alate, ii. 144 
Aliiler, G. Com. ii. 23, 302 
Miller, J. i. 113 
Alillcr, J. .Arid. ii. 321 
AliUer, K. Capt. i. (iO 
Miller, il. W. Lt, i. 3/0, 444, 446, 456, 
.506,511 

Millet, 11. Mill. ii. 375 
Milligan, .1. Capt. i. 244 
Mills, A. Lt. i. 105 
Alilla, O. Lt. ii. 213 
Mills, .T. Alicl. ii- 190 

Milne, .D. Lt. i 407, 40S, 472 ; ii. 13, 504, 
.508 

Alilne, G. Lt. ii. 13 
aiilnc, ,1. Capt. i. i06 
Alilne, .1. -Mid, i. 4t)2 
Alilne, T. Mid, ii. 292 
Aliiichin, P. Caf>t, i. 413 
Minchin, W. I.t. ii. 3.5 
Mindhuin, W. ii. '127 
Afinto. VV, Maj. K.M. ii. 34 . 

AJitchell, V^ice-Adm. i. 516 
Rlitciiell, A. Cat*!, i. .'lid 
Alitchcli, A. Alid. ii. 106 
Afitehell, C, Lt;. ii, 09 
Mitchell. (\ X’ih^t, ii. 518 
Alitchell, H. .Mid. ii. .8.5 
Alitchell, J, Capt. i. 2t>9 
Alitchell, J. ALiKt. i. 154 
Mitchell, L. D. Mid, ii. 511 
Alitchell, Al. Alu.st. Mate, ii. 40.3 
AJitchcJl, .S. Lt. Jt-M, i. :t(j5 
Aliiche)!, VV', i. ijyo 

Mitford, K. Cum. ii. 3i;' 

Aloffat, R- Alid. ii. 23.5 
\ MotXat, T. Capt. ii. -ll/ 

I Atohureui Hey, ii. 51 6 
Moic.sworth, H. Lt, ii. M.Ql 
’ Afolloy, A. .1. P. Ll. i, 236. 322, :)93 
Alomhnzon, Prince dc, i. 192 
Aloucktun, J. l.t. i. ;t!i2 
Aloncoasa, (!apt. ii. 4d 
Money, C. R. ( apt. K.M, i. .395 
Money, G. Alid. ii. 432 
Aloney, R. (yoto. il, i;r>, 4«4 
; Aionlurt, Com. ii. 383 

Alojik, Gen. i, 43, 15. See Aibemarje, 
Duke of 

Alonk, G, M. Lt. ii. 509 
Alonk, -T. Capt. i, 80 
Moukton, .1. Lt, i. 396, 412 
Alonson, Sir W, i. .’13, 30, 3/, 46 
Alontagu, Air. i. Cy 

Alontagu, G, Capt. i. 228, 207, ‘^85, .308, 
3S4 
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Montagu, G. Bfid. ii< 300 
Montagu, J. CaptV i, 269, 325, 335, 400 
Montagu, J. Capt.i. 159 
Montagu, Capt, Hon. VV. i. iSg 
Montagu, W. A. Capt. ii. 222, 312 
Montaian, Capt. i. 403 
Moutay, Capt. Sieur de, i. 197 
Montlort, John, Count of, i. 12 
Montfort, Countess of, i. 13 
Montfort, I^t. ii. 65 
Montgomery, A. Capt. i. 409 
Montgonicr'y, 11. Mid.i. 305 
Montguiutc, Vicomte de, i. 345 
Montrcsor, H. Coin. ii. 483 
Moodie, J, Capt. i. 101 
Moodie, It. Ct. ii. 391 
Moore, Mid. i. 4i0 
Moore, G. Mid. ii. 224, 369 
Moore, G. Capt. i. 412, 468, 493; ii. 90, 
415 

Moore, H. Lt. It.M. ii. 375 
Moore, IT. Mast. ii. 334 
Moore, H. Mast. ii. .359 
Moore, J. Capt. i. 1 62 
Moore, Gen. Sir .1, ii. 244 
Moore, J. Mid. ii. T9.0 
Moore, ,T. Mid, ii. 4S1 
Moore, M. Capt. i. 185 
Moore, O. Tit. ii. 8/ 

Moore, T. Capt. U.M. ii. .531 
Moore, T.JA. H.M. ii. 283, 29rj, 321, 353 
Moore, T. G. Mid. ii. 49O 
Moresby, P- T.t. ii. 342 
Moorman, C. .S. Mid. i. 462 
Moorsorn, C. R. Con». ii. 504 
Moorsom, H. Capt. h. 121, t il 
Mortham, P. Capt. i. 60 
Morat Rais, i. 76 
Mordamit, Hon. Capt. H. i. 115 
Moreau, C. I.t. ii. 169, 320 
Moreno, V.-Adrn. ii. 46 
Morgan, Mast. Blate, i. 428 
Morgan, Sir P. i. 22 
Morgan, G. Mid, ii. 35 
Morgan, H. Mid. ii, 143 
Morgan, ,1. i. 3/0, 463 
Morgan, W. Lt. U.M. ii. 380 
Morgan, VC. M. Lt. H.M, ii. 511 
Morgan, W. 'P. Lt. ii. 493 
Moriarfy, R. Mid. it. 369 
Moriarty. W. Mid. ii. 227 
Morice,*0apt. ii. 331 
Morlett, R. ii. 335 
MerJey, Sir U. i. 10 
Morris, A. Lt. i. 364 
Morris, C. Capt. ii. 468 
Morris, K, Mid. i. .509 
Bf orris, F. Chap. i. 512 
Blorris, F. Mate, ii. ,53 
Morris, G. Com. d. 81 
Morris, G. Mid. i. 387 
Morris, J Capt. i. 236 
Morris, N, Capt. ii. 16, 121, 128 
Blorrison, A. Ll. H.M. ii. 314, 3.58, 53!, 
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Bforrison, I. H, Com. ii. 443 
Morrison, J. Capt, il. 22 
Bforrison, J. Mid. ii. 189 
Morrison, It. Lt. H.M. ii. 152 
Morshead, J. Lt. ii, 536 
Morten, F. Blid. ii* 414 
Mortham, P. Capt. i. 50 ' 

Mortimer, J. Lt. i. 449 
Blortlock, L. Com. i. 501 
Morton, Bo. ii. 246 
Morton, T. S. Mate, i. 4^0 
Mosse, J. R. Capt. li. 27, 35 
Blostyn, 8. Capt. i. 1.56 
Motard, Capt. ii. 22.3 
Motte, JVI. de la, i. 170 
Mottley, S. Lt. ii. 469 
Moubray, G. Lt. ii. 145 
Mouhray, R. H. Capt. ii. 19?*. 423 
Bloubrav, R. Y. 8. Jjt. U.M. ii. 531 
Mould, J. Lt. ii. 113, 504 
Moulston, Comm. i. 428 
IMoultric, Col. i. 234 
Mouncey, VV. Com. ii. 288, 422, 442 
Mouiiier, B. Lt. R.M. i, 34.J 
Mounsher, E. Lt. ii. 137, 14 'j 
M ountagu, F/d. Adm. (Earl of Sandwich)} 
i.51, .53, 55, 68 

Mounteney, .T. B. Mid. ii. 290 

Mountford, E, Lt. i. I87 

Blousnier, M. ii. 308 

Blowat, IT, Lt. i. 227* 280 

Mowbray, Capt. i. 285 , 

Mowbray, J. Capt. i. 215 

Mow'bray, 11, H. Capt. ii. 314 

Mowbray, W, Blast, ii. l6i 

Bloxon, ,1. Mate, i. 449 

Bloyasc, .T. Mast, ii. 265 

Bloyscy, G. Lt. ii. 220 

BJudge, Z. ii. 72, 107 

Mugg, F. J. Mid, ti, 144 

Bluggridge, .L Pilot, ii. 3/5 

BJuir, Lt. ii. 213 

Muir, J. Mid. i. 400 

Blulbcrry, Surg. j. 489 

Mulcaster, W. H. Com. ii. 438, 460 

Blulgrave, P. A. ii. .337 

Mulgravc, Capt, Lord, i. 299, 309 

Muller, H. Lt. ii. ,S8 

Blullins, T- Blast. Blate, U. 1/1 

MnUen, Cupt. i. 362 

Blunden, K. Comm. i. 69 

Blundy, G. Cax>t. ii. 68, 173, 207 

Murat, Prince, li. 317 

Blurray, Hon. Capt. C. i, 304 

Murray, G. Capt. i, 248, 433 

Murray, Col. Sir G. ii. 205 

Murray, J. Com. ii. 505 

Blurray, J, Lt. ii. 374 

Blurray, J. Lt. li. 177 

Murray, J. Lt. ii. 300 

Blurray, J. Lt, i. 334 ; ii, lOl 

Murray, T. Uo, ii. 166 

Murray, \V. B. Purs. i. 499 

Bluskerry, Lord, i. 67 

Bluston, J. H. Lt. U.M. ii. 166 
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Mycock, W. Clerk, i. 294 
Myngsi, Capt. i. 109 
Myngs, Capt. Sir C. i, 53, 60 

Kagli!, E, Lt. ii. JJ-S 
Nagle, E. Capt. i, 404, 426 
Nanmr, Sir II. de, i, 15 
Napier, C, Com. ii. 247. 263, 281, 369,381, 
392, 422, 4/5. 479, 483, 485, 524, 525, 
528, 531, .533, 536, 540, 544 
Nn.))i«r> C, F, I.t. i. 520 
Napier, Hon. J J. Lt. II. M. i. 

Napier, Hon. W, J. Mid. ii, 189, 242 
Napper, T. Mid. ii. 103 
Narhorough, Sir J. Comm. i. 74 
Nash, E. I.t‘. i. 220 
Nash, J, Com. ii. 19 
Navarro, Adrn. i. 150 
Naylor, E. Mid. i, 448 
Narer, K. Id. ii. til) 

Neale, Sir H. B. Capt. i. 451, 472, 513; 

ii. 162, 2/5, 342, ?<J2 
Ncvame, J. Lt. ii. 391 
Neame, W. Mi<L ii. l68, 3.5B 
Needhall, Lt. ii. 335 
Neirop, Capt. i. 496 
Nelhum, A. Mid. i. .390 
Nelson, H. Capt. (Lord Nelson) i. 367, 
374, 381, 382, 409. 427, 441, 444, 449, 
4.50, 4.53, 4.54, 471, 1H3 ; ii. 20, 28, 3.3, 
37, 50, 05, 1)8, L'13, 139, 143, 148 
Nes, J. Van, Oa]>t. i. 06 
Nesbitt, A. Lt. ii. I66 
Neshnm, C. J, W. Lt. i. 4(53 
Neville, J. Lt, i. 307 
Neville, M. Lt. ii, ,5) 

Nevio, C. T. Lt. ii. 1/ 

Newcombe, F. Capt. ii. 269 
Ncwcome, H. XA. i. 328, 332, 383, 425 
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Siilivan, T, B. Lt. ii. 17.6, 188, 476, 4S4 

Sullivan, C. Mid. ii. 214 

Summers, J. Lt. i. .612 

Surrey, Earl of, i. 24 

.Sutherland, A. Capt. i. 313 

Sutherlan<!, J. Mast. ii. 165 

Sutton, E. Capt. i. 262, 309 

Sutton, .!. Capt. i. 420 

Sutton, R. M. Ca^it. i. 317 

Sutton, S. Lt. i. .308 ; ii. 90 

Sutton, T. Gun. i. 16.6 

8we<?ting, M'. Mid. It. 510 

Swimmer, H. Mid. ii. 35 

Swinburn, \V. Lt. ii. 218 

Swiney, \V. Lt. i. 488 

Syder, G. Lt, R.M. ii. 399 

Sver, 1). R. Mid. ii. 300, 422 

Sykes, .1. i. 117, 4.63 

SykcH, ,T. lit. ii. 453 

Sykc«, T. Lt. ii. 44, 1 i?. 232, 28 1 

Symes, A. S. Mid. ii. 508, 511 

Si'me-s, B. Lt, i. 524 

Symes, J. Lt. ii. 289 

Syinonds, Capt. i, .60 

Symonds, J. Capt. i. I'.OB 

Symonds, lA. h. 4 69 

Symons, H. Mid. ii. 490 

.Symons, J. Capt. i. 33/ 

.Symons, J. Lt. i, 210, 256 
Symons, W. J. Lt. 4/1 


Ta^on, Don M, i. 335 
Tailour, J. Lt. ii. 300 
Tainsh, R. Surg, i. 512 
Tttit, I). Lt, ii. 170, 300 
Tait, J. Lt. ii. 103 
Tait, W. Lt. R.M. ii. 38 
Ta’bot, Capt. i, 2<>9 
Talbot, G. Capt. J. 326 
Talbot, Hon. Capt. J. ii. 100 
Talimt, .1, Cap!:, ii. 386 
Talbot. J. lit. i. 412 
Tancock, Gun. i. 47O 
Tancred, King of Sicily, i. 2 
Tarade, Cbev. de, i. 2b9 
Tartue, Capt. i. .375 
Tate, J. Mast. i. 285 
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Tatham, S. Capt. i. 406 
J. Capt. i, 2fi4 
Tattnall, J. B. Lt. ii. 489 
Taupicsr, F. J , ht, ii. 67 
Tauue, C. Mid. ii. 143 
Tayler, T. Capt, i. gj 
Taylor, Capt, i, 39 
Taylor, Gen. ii, 476 

Taylor, B. W. Lt. i. 488; ii. 11 6, 171, 385, 

Taylor, <3. Mast. Mate, i. 462 
Taylor, H. V, Mast. Mate, ii. 285 
Taylor, J, Clerk, i. 463 
Taylor, J. Cora, U. 421 
Taylor, J, Lt.B. 26 
Taylor, J, Mia, ii. 288 
Taylor, J. G. Mid. i. 483 
Taylor, J^. Bo. ii. 254 
Taylor, 1*. Capt. i. 155 
Taylor, P. Lt. i. 165 
Taylor. T. Com. i. 181, 183, 298 
Taylor, T. Mid, ii. 40 
Taylor, W. Ijt. i. 429 
’■J'emple, F, Lt, ii. 65 
Temple, J. Com. i. 42/ 

Tempest, J. Capt. i. 7^1 
Tempest. H. Jjt. i. 118 
Teniay, M. i. 310 
'I'em, G. Mid. ii. 450 
'I'esirSt', Maralial, i. 113 
Teilcv, d. «. Com. ii. 368, 382 
Thced, J. I t. ii, 394 
Thml, J. Mast. Mate, ii. 340 
Thesij^tir, .Sir F, Com. ii. 3,3 
'J'bevenard, Capt. i. 480 
Thicknesse, J. Lt. ii. 180 
Thistlewayte, F. Mid. ii. U4 
'i'homas, u monk, i, 8 
Thomas, C-arp. ii. 256 
Th<jma*i, Com, i, 52 
Thomas, E, Lt. ii. 145 
Thomas, G. Lt. ii. 23 
Thomas, H. Mid. ii. 441 
Thomas, J. Ma&t. ii. 70 
Tiiomaa, J. Mast. ii. 33/ 

Thomas, M. Purs. ii. 2.51 
I'liomas, II. Maj>t. i. .336 
Thompson, Lt. i. 334 
Thomps(»ii, Lt. H.M. i. 635 
Thompson, A. Lt. i. 449 
Tiumipson, C, Capt. i, 450 
Thompson, (1. Bo. ii. 486 
Thompson, G. Mast. Mate, ii. 286 
Thompson, <t. Mid. ii, 143 
Thompson, J. L 447 
Thompson, J. Bo. ii. 635 
Thompson, J. Lt. i. 440 : ii. 87 
Thompson, J, lA. ii. 393 
Thompson, J. Lt, ii.M. ii. 9 
Thompson, J, Mast. ii. 68, l63 
Thompson, J, R, Lt. R.M. ii, 445 
Thompson, R Mast. Mate, ii. 35 
Thompson, S* Capt. i. 321 
Thompson, T. Capt. i. 245, 260 
Thompson, T. Lt, i. 4J8 


Thompson, T. B, Capt. i. 455, 474, 487, 
488; ii. 27. 34 

ThoinpsonCT, B. Mid, iu 41 
Thon>p8on, W. i, 93 
Thompson, W. H. Mid. ii. 165 
Thomson, C. lA. ii. 528 
Tljoniborouffh, E. Capt. i, 307 
Thorpe, G. Lt. i. 455 
Thouars, Du Petit, Capt. i, 481 
Thoolouse, Adin. Comte, i. 10/ 

7‘huars, Capt. ii. 448 

Thurot, M. i. 193, 206 # 

Tiddimari, K. Capt. i. 201 

Tiddiman, T. V.-Adm. i. 57 

Tien, M. dc, i. 331 

Timmins, G. Mid. ii. 835 

Tiiulal, G. Capt. i. 219 

Tindall, J. P. Mid. i. 462 

Tindall, \V. Lt. ii. 35 

TiUerton, T. Purs. ii. 152 

Tobin, G. Capt, ii. 118, 443 

Todd, A. Com. i. 437 

Toker, T. il. Lt. ii. 143 

Toll, E. Capt. i. 167 

7'ollet, A. Capt. i. 120 

Tomkinson, .1. Lt. ii. 243, 322, 339 

Tomlinson, N. Com. i. 428 

Tomlinson, P. Mast. Mate, ii. 206 

Tooley, R. Mid. i. 453 

Torin, R. Capt. ii. 12 

Torkington, K. Capt, R.M. ii. 24 

Torrens, H. MaJ. ii, 356 

Torrington, Earl of, i. 78 

Torriugton, Viscount. See Byng, G. 

Tory. J. Mast. i. 154 

7'othiU, Lt. i. 348 

Torris, Don F. dc, ii. 39 

Touche, M. la, Capt, i. 303, 316, 349 

Toulfet, C. Lt. i. 506 ; ii. 66 , 

Toufl'et, N. Capt. ii. 600 

Tourneur, Lt. ii. 85 

Tourpie, Capt. ii. 16 

Tourville, Comte dc, i. 78 

Tower, J. Capt. ii, 39 1 

Townley, P. «. Lt. ii, 321 

Townshend, 1. Capt. i, 141, 155 

7'ownshcnd, J, Capt. ii. .526 

Towry, G. H. Capt. i. 413, 427 

Towry, .T. Capt. i- 136 

Towry, P. Capt. i. 211 

Tozer, A, Mid, ii. 115, 422 

Tozer, C. E. Mid, ii. 4.32 

Trace, C. Mast. Mate, ii. 153 

Tracy, F. M. ii. 68 . 

Tracy, J, Lt. ii, 217 
Travers, E. Lt. ii, 380 
Travers, J. Mid, ii. 465 
Travers, R. Lt, i, 356 
Treacy, J. Mid. ii. 77 
Trelawney, Lt. i. 3*3 
Trevanion, Mr. i, 69 
Trevor, T, Capt. i, 137 
Trewren, W. Lt. ii. 260 
Tribbett, T. Mast. i. 118 
Trigge, J. Lt, i. 350 
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Triplet, W. Bo. ii. 250 
Tripp, J. Mast, i, 2U 
Tri.st, K, Mast. Mate, ii. 218 
Tritton, E. Com. ii. 384, 419 
Trogroff, Capt. ii. 84 
'JVogoff, Comte de, i. .367 ' 

Trollope, G, B. Gt. i. 46a } ii. 388 
Trollope, H. Gt. i, 270, 347, 431, 450, 464 
Troinp, C. Capt. i. 43, S4 
Tromp, M. H, Adm. i. 38, 41, 43, 69, /O 
TroOjolli, M. dc, i. 268 
Trotter, J, W. Must. ii. 138 
Troubridfife, E. T. Com, ii. 172, 488 
Troubrulj?e, T, Capt. i, 385, 473 ; ii. 3, 

113, 181 

Troughton, .T. Mast*.i. 4l9, 462 

Trouin, Du Guai, Adm. i. 118, 121, 123 

Trounce, S. Mast. ii. 143 

Trusoott, W. Capt. i. 2/2, 317 

Trusson, C. A. Lt. li. 11)6 

Tryon, Gcri. i. 278 

Tr>’on, R. Lt. ii. 344 

Tucker, E. Capt. ii. 312 

Tucker, N. Lt. i, 503 

Tucker;- T. T. Mid. ii. 103, 256, 430 

Tucket, Hon. G. Mid, Vi. .33 

Tudor, A. Capt. i. 120, 121 

Tullidge, .1. C. Lt. ii. :;39, 340 

I'upman, G. Lt. ii. 218 

Tapper, C. Lt. i. 3/0, 482 

Turbervillc, Sir R. i. 6 | 

Turberville, Sir T. i. 7 J 

Ture, Cbev. de St. i. 312 | 

Turner, A. Mute, ii. 143 | 

TurmT, J. Lt. u. 46 j 

Ttlirncr, W. .Surg. ii. 367 i 

Turquand, .T. VV. Com, ii. 2 

Tusruuy, Grand Duke of, i. 41, 44, 50 

Twvsden, T. Capt. i. 493 

Tyler, C. Capt. i. 40f); ii. 121, ,126 

Tvrason, Don M, i. 4.53 

Tyrrei, R. Capt,. i. 14.0 

Umfukville, j. B. Capt. ii. 486 1 

Uudcll^ J. Lt. ii. 226 j 

Uniackc, J. i.t. It. M. ii. 490 j 

II. Mid. ii, 490 1 

L'nfhanit, 11. Bo. ii. 313 
Upton, C. Capt, ii. 244 
Urmston, G. C. Lt. ii. 348, 420 
Usber, A. Capt, i, 215 
Usherwood, W. Lt. ii, 366 j 

Ussher, J. Lt. i. 434 ; ii. 1 62, 229, 389, ! 

422, 444, 459 I 

Utbert/’R. Capt. i. 57 ' 

Uvcdttlc, S. Capt. i. 209, 300 

Valentine, D. Mate. i. 3/5 
Valentine, G. Bo. iL 511 
Valcite, Cnpf. i. 490 
V'aliant, I*. H. Mate; i. 3/0 
Vailack, K. G. Lt. ii. 241 
Vailis, T. Capt. i. .*>0 

Vanlirugh, C. Capt. i. 131 ; 

Van de Capellen, Baron, ii« 504 


Vanderdassen, Adm. i. 106, 108 

Vandergoes, Adm. i. 100 

Vanderputten, Adm, i. 79 

Van Muren, Capt. ii. 443 

Van Nea, Capt. ii, 186 

Vansittart, Mr. ii, 26 

Varage, J. Capt. i. 287 

Varlo, B. Lt. R.M. ii. 531 

Vashon, J. Capt. i. 384 

Vashon, J. G- Capt. ii. 395 

Vassal, N. Lt. i. 483 

Vaudreuil, Marq. de, i. I98 

Vaughan, J. T. Mid, ii. 4.53 

Vaughan, R. Capt. i. 92 

Vealc, J. Lt. i. 274 

Vega, F. Capt. i. 430 

Venables, Gen. i. 49 

Vence, Adm. i. 41.5 

Verger, II. Adm. i. 205 

Ver Huell, R. Adm. ii. 85 

Vernon, E. V.*Adm. i. 137» 139. 140, 143 

Vernon, E. Capt. i. 176, 198, 267 

Vernon, F. l^t. ii, 290 

Vernon,' H. Kns. i, .399 

Vetiey, F. Arm. i. 514 

Vesev, M. Bo. ii, 291 

Victor, G. Mid. ii. 87 

Victor, J. G. Lt. R.M. ii, 968 

Vienne, Adm. de, i. 16 

Vigny, Chev. dc, i. 347 

Vilettes, Lt. Col. i. 381 

Villaret, Adm, i, .'Jyi 

Villencuvc, V.-Adm. ii 95, 118, 120 

Villeneuvcs, Capt. ii. 447 

Vincent, Lt. i. 208, 259 

Vinceni, N. Cupt. i. 191 

Vincent, H. B. (Jom. ii. 97 

Vincent, .S. Capt. i. 99 

Vine, G. B. Lt. ii. 184 

Vivyan, W. Lt. R. M. ii. 18 

Vol'bergen, Capt. i, 309 

Vries, Adm. de, i, (>1 

Vrignaud, Capt. ii. 162 

Vyvyan, A. Capt. 1. 440 

Wade, C. Capt. i. 97, 99 
Wager, Com. i. 11 9, 123 
Wagborn, J. Lt. i. 318 
Waghorn, M- Capt, 1. 346 
Wainwright, .T. Capt. ii. 302, 4/3, 4/6 
Wakefield, A. Mid. ii. 478 
Wakcham, C. Clerk, ii. 521 
Waldegruve, Hon. Capt, G. G, ii. 329, 
382, 422 

Waldegravc, Hon, Capt. W. i, 305, 32.5, 
450 

Wttidegrave, Hon. W. Lt, ii. 300, 524 
Waldegrave, Hon. W. Mid. ii- 41(5, 432 
Waldegruve, Hon. W. ii. 3.53 
Wales, Prince of, i. 19, 14 
Wales, W. Com. ii. 457 
Walker, A. Chap, i, 118 
Walker, B. Com. ii. 303 
Walker, H. Capt. X. 94 

Walker, H. Lt. ii. 189 
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WaU<er» J. Capt «. 65, 66 
Walker Bey, ii. 525, 532, 637, 544 
Wallter, H. Lt. ii. 610 
Walker, J. Lt. i. .524 . 

Walker, R. Lt. ii. 324 
Walker, B. G. Lt. R.M. i. 462 
Walker, W. H. Lt. ii. 20# 

Walker, W. Lt i. 423 
Walker, W. Mid. ii. 87 
Wall. Mid. ii. 80 

Wallace, Sir J. Capt. i. 268, 27* » 306, 314 
Wallace, J. Lt. ii. 1.36 
W'allcr, E. Lt, ii, 50 
Walter, J. Capt. i. 455 
Waller, J. Com. ii. 153 
Waller, J. Gun. ii. 419 
Waller, J. Lt. ii. 193, 195 
Waller, T. M. Capt. ii. 5 
Wallingford, Lt. i. 261 
Wallington, C. Mid. ii. l60 
Wallis, H. Qr.-Mast. ii. 62 
W^allop, Sir J, i. 24 
Walpole, G. Capt. i. 127 
Walpole, W. Lt. ii. 392 
Wftlaingham, Hon, Capt. R. B. i. 264 
'iValtera, P. Mate, i- 483 
Walton, G. Capt. i. 99, 131, 133 
Warburton, B. Lt, ii. 40 
Ward, C. Vol. ii. 344 
Ward, H. Capt. i. 172 
Ward, W. Lt, ii. l63 
Wearing, H. Lt. Jl.M. ii. 280 
Warrand.T. Lt. ii. H, 399 
W’arre, H. Capt. i. 424 
VVarren, Mid. ii. 367 
Warren, C. I<t. i. 615 
Warren, F. Capt. ii. 285 
Warren, II. Mate. ii. 53.3 
Warren, Sir J, B. Capt, i, 404, 418, 426, 
432, 4.54, 4<)1, 496 j ij. 8, 1 62, 420, 473 
Warren, P. Capt. i. 144, 1.59* l6l 
Warren, K. Mid. ii. Bl, 52 
Warren, S. Capt, ii. 288, 290 
Warren, S, Com. i. 244 
Warren. W. S. Mid. ii. 144 
Warrington, L, Capt. ii, 4 j7» 496 
Waraicic, Earl of, i. ip 
Wassenaer, Baron, i. 100 
Waters, J. Mid. i. 607 
Waterhouse, T. Capt. i. 137 
Waterton, Gen. i. *233 
Waterworth, J. Capt, i. 69 
Watkins, F. Lt. i. 408; ii. 2. 15 
Watkins, G. Lt. R.M. i. 342 
Watkins, J. Capt. i. 1 14, 118 
Watkins, Lf. ii. 297, 30*2 
Watkins, R. Capt, i. 146 
Watling, J. W. Lt. ii. 322* 329, 331 
Watson, C. Capt. i. 1 59 
Watson, C. Mast. i. *285 
Watson, E. Lt. ii. 196 
Watson, J. Capt. i . 4 4 1 , 1 43, ) 62 
Watson .T. Lt. i. 356 
Watson, J. K. Lt. i, 409 
Watson, J. W. Mate, ii. 143 


Watson, J, W’’. Mid. ii. 143 
Watson, R. Capt. i. 422 
Watson , T. W . M id , ii . 1 62 
Watt, J. Capt. i. 328, 334 
Watt, J. Mid. ii. 338 
W^att, T. A. Mid. ii. 87 
Watts, G. K. Lt. ii. 196, 197, 204 
Watt, G. T. L. X.t. ii. 428, 429 
•W'fttts, R. Mid. i. 456 
Wayne, Gen. i. 279 
Wearing, T. Lt, R.M, ii. J43 
Weatherhead, «T. Lt. 1. 456 
Weatherston, J. Mid. i. 483 
Webb, C. Lt. i. 468 
Webb, C. Mid. i. .511 
Webb, E. Mast. Mate, ii. 4l6, 433 
Webb, Z. Purs. ii. 2O0 
Webley, W. H. Lt. i. ,379 ; ii. 2l6, 224 
Webster, J, Mast. Mate, ii. 300 
Webster, R. Lt. i. 462 
Webster, W. I-t. ii. *211 
Webster, W..Mast. i. 396 
Weeks. J. Lt, ii. 392 
Weir, B. Lt. ii. 199 
Weir, H. Coin. Li. 397 
Weiss, W^. Mid. ii. 294, -334 
Welch, R. Lt. ii, 314 
Wellesley, G. G. Lt. ii. .531 
Wellesley, Maj.-Gen, Sir A. ii. 205 
Wells, M. Mid. i. 483 
Wells, T. Capt. i. 382 
Wells, T. Lt. ji. 3.50, 390 
Wemyss, F. Mid. ii. 23,5 
Weiiiyss, ,T. Capt. R.M. ii. 144 
Wenthuisen, l>ou F. i. 3J4 
Wentworth, Gen, i. 143 # 

Wcslejs G. N. Mast. Mate, ii. 510 
West, E. Mid. ii. 5 
West, H. Mate, ii- 143 
West, J. Capt. ii. 392 
West, J. Mid. ii. 414 
West, Lord, i. 19 
West, T. Capt. i. 1/3 
Westeott, R, B. Capt, i. 483 
Western, .1, Lt. i. 36o 
Westplial, G. A. Mi<l. ii. 134, 424, 433 
Wcstphal, r. Lt. ii. 433 
Westropp, P. Capt. R.M. ii. 144 * 

W'etheral, Maj.-Gen. ii. 372 
Wetherall, F. A. Corn. Li. 303 
Wetherell, A. Mast. ii. 2,51 
Whaley, T. Lt. ii. 416 
Wharne, G. Mid. ii. 144 
Wheeler, E. ('ai>t, i. 194, 196 
W^heeler, T. Gun. ii. 3/2 
W'hiropor. W. Mid. ii. :J5 
Whinyates, T, Capt. ii. 406 
Whipple, A. Capt. i. *229, 2.30 
Whipple, Z. Capt. ('lerk, ii, 143 
Whitaker, S, Capt. i. lOfi 
\Vhirhy, H. Capt. h. 292, 348, 349 
\Vhitby, J. Ca/>t. i. 41.5 
White, Cornt-i ii. 4j:i9 
W'hitc, A. B. Lt. ii. 236 
White, C. Capt, i. 422 
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White, F. Mid. ii. 14S 

White, G. R. Mid. ii. 489 

White, J. Capt. R.M. i. 469 

White, J. C. Capt, ii. U)2, 456 

White, J. C. Com. i. 428, 433, 464, 401 j 

ii. 60 

White, J, J. Mast. ii. 332 

White, R. Capt. i. 70 

•White, T. Lt, i. 458 

White, W. G. Mid, ii, 490 

Whitear, R. Capt. i. 248 

Whithurst, W, Mid. i. 390 

Whitiihed, J. H. Capt. i. 441 

Whittaker, J. Lt. R.M- i- 36,3 

Whitter, T. Lt. i, 397, 422 

Whitworth, Lt. i. 283 

Whitty, T. Capt. i. 60 

W'hylock, J. Lt. R.M. ii. ‘225, 278, 296, 

442, 532 

Wightman, Mast, i. 323 
W^ightman, S. Lt. R.M. 1. 294 
W'igmore, Lt. i. 302 

Wild, or.AVvld, B. Capt. i. 1O8, 116, II7 
Wiley, J. Mid. i. 419, 513 
WilkcR. J. Mid. ii, 278 
W^ilkey, J. Mid. ii. .359 
W^ilkie, Clerk, i. 295 
Wilkie, J. Lt. ii. 398 
W’ilkins, W. Lt. R.M. ii, 292 
Wilkinson, L Bo.ii. 143 
Wilkinson, P. Capt. ii. 8 
Wilkinson, R. Mast. ii. 67 
Wilkinson, T. (-apt. i. 240 
Wilkinson, W. Lt. i. 483 
Wilks, T. Lt. ii. 34 
Willan, R. Capt. Clerk, i. 414 
W'illaumez, K. Adm. ii. 155, 265 
Wilicox, J. Mid. ii. I60 
Wllles, G. W. Lt. ii, 282, 283, 319 
Willet, S. W'. Copt. 186 
W'illiam de Fortz, i. 1 
Williams, C. Lt. ii. 81 
W^iiliams, K. Lt, ii. 56 
Williams, E. Lt. U. 14.6 
Williams, J. Lt. ii. 205 
Wiiliam.<!i, .1. Mast, ii, 49 
VV^illiams, J. Mid. ii. 35 
W' iliiams, J. D. Lt. K.M. ii. 46 
Williams, M. Mid. ii. 6‘2l 
Williams, P. Lt. ii. 345 
Williams, R, Chap, i. 125 
W^illiams, R. Lt. i. 333 
Williams, R. Surg. ii. 279 
Williams, T. Capt, i. 428 
Williarak, W. Lt. ii, I99 
Williams, W. Mast, ii. 83, 64 
Williat»s, W. P. (7apt. i. 307, 315 
Williams, Z. Lt. R.M. ii, 181 
Williamson, G. Mid. ii. 106 
Williamson, J. Mid. ii. 144 
Williamson, N. Mast. ii. 290 
Wdlison, W. Mid. i. 42‘2 
Willmot, I). Lt, i. 471, 509 
Willoxujhby, N. .1. Lt. ii. 76, 191, 195, 297, 
314, 32‘2, 329, 330. 333, 33.5 


m 

Willoughby, T. Capt. i. 64, 293 
Wills, G, Lt. ii, 418 
Wills, R. Capt. i. 235 
Wilson, A. Lt. ii. 384 
Wilson, H. 8. Lt. ii. 103 
Wilson, J, Capt. R.M, ii. 510 
Wilson, .1. Lt. R.M. ii. 41 
Wilson, J. Mast. i. 285, 411 
Wilson, T. Bo, ii. 236 
Wilson, T. H. Lt. i. 332 
Wilson, T. H. Lt. i. 406 
Wilson, W. Mast. Mate, i, 518 
Winchester, W. Mid. ii. 26 
Winder, Gen. ii. 477. 483 
Winder, E. Chop. ii. 621 
Winder, J. Capt. i. 13I 
Windsor, E. Capt. i. 119 
Windsor, Hon, Capt, T. i. 268 
Winne, J. Lt. i. 385 
Wintle, P, B. Lt. ii. 408 
Wiutour, C. F. Lt. i. 399 
W'inzar, D. Lt. i, 189 
Wise, 1). F. Mid. ii. 611 
VFisc, H. Mid. ii. 300 
Wise, W. F. Capt. ii. IQS, 504 
Witheridge, E. Capt. i, SO 
Witte, Adm, do, ii. 4i, 45 
Witte, P. de, Capt. i. 72 
Witts, T, Lt. i. US 
Wolfe, Gen. i. 193 
Wolfe, G. Capt. ii, 87, 224, 275 
Wolrigc, A. A. R. Lt. R.M. ii. 508 
Wolrige, C. Lt. ii. 375 
Wolseiey, C. Capt. i. 328 
Wolseley, W. Lt. i, 326, 354, 3/2 
Wolscly, J. H. Mid. ii, 510 
Wood, Bo. i. 530 

Wood, C. Capt. i. 334 ^ 

Wood, G. Lt. ii. 88, 234 
"Wood, J. Capt. ii. 113 
Wood, J. Cam. ii. 211 
I Wood, J. Mast. ii. 46 
Wood, J. A. Capt. ii. 186 
Wood, .1. T. Capt. ii. 414 
Wood, W. Lt. i. 332 
W'oodford, J. Lt. ii. 205 
Woodin, .r. Lt. ii. 143 
Woodin, W. Lt. ii. 468 
Woods, W. Mid, ii. 369 
Woodward, S. Mid. ii. 365 
W^ooldridge, J. Capt, ii. 31 1 
Wooldridge, W, Lt. ii. 6I, 269 
Woollcombc, J. C-. Capt. ii. 248 
Woolley, I. Capt, ii. 2)6 
Woolsey, W. (Jorn. ii. 102 
Wortiley, M, Lt. ii. 466 
Worth, H. J. Com. ii. 635 
Worth, J. A. Lt. i. 513 i ii. 447 
Worthy, J. 1). Mast. Mate, ii. ,3/2 
Wortley, R.. Capt*ii. 21 6 
Wray, G, Mid. ii. 19.5 
Wrench, M. Lt. i. 370 
Wrenn, R. Lt. i. 76, 80 
Wtickson, H. Mate, i. 454 ’ 

Wright, Mid. ii, 23 
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Wrijfht, .T. ht, 1. S95 
'Wright, J. W. Lt. i. 508 ; ii. 85 
AVright, P. Mast. Mate, ii. 344 
Wyborn, J. Dt. ii. 30/ 

Wyboum, M- Capt. R.M. ii. 424 
Wyid, Com. i. 108, il6, 117 
Wvndhara, C. Capt. i. 136, 148 
Wy»n, H. Capt. i. 105 
Wyvill, C. Mid. ii. 422 
Wyvm, F. Capt. i. 101 

Yardi, Don J. A. de, i. 297 
Yates, C. W. Lt. ii. 324 
Yates, R. A. Dt. ii. ,344 
Yaulden, H. Mast. Mate, ii. 35 
Yennis, E. Capt. i. 69 
Yeo, Mr. G. ii. 259 

Yeo, J. L. Lt. ii. 103, 208, 259, 385, 434, 
4.35, 459 


Yeoman, B. Mid. ii. S35 

York, Duke of, Dd.-Adm. i. 53, 67 

Yorke, J. S, Capt. i. 3/4, 422 y ii. SIS 

Young, Capt. i. 32 

Young, Capt. i. 38 

Young, B. Capt. i. 66 

Young, G. Capt. i. 267 

Young, J, Capt. i. 620 

Young, J. Mid. ii. 144 

Young, II. Capt. i. l.is 

Young, B. B. Jjt. ii. 10 

Young, T. Mate, i. 370 

Young, W. Capt. i. 300 

Young, W. Capt. i. 306 

Young, W. Mast. Ma'te, li. 4.36 

Younghusband, G. Com. ii. 82 , 

Yule, J. Lt, ii. 145 

ZooTMAH), R.>Adm. i .317 
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Note. — The names of Foreign 

Abeille captures the Alacrity, ii. 366 
Aeapuico capture of the, i. 2312 

Acheron, capture of, li. 96 
Acfiille engages the ilippon, t. 213 ; cap- 
tured, 215 

Achilles captures the Comte de Florentine^ 

i. 197 

Achilles and Dorsetshire capture the ii»f- 
mnnabU\ i. 192 

Acre captured hy the Crusaders, i. 3 j be- 
sieged by Bonaparte, 507 ; bombarded 
by the allied fleet, U. 524 
Actimmaire, capture of, i. 344 
Active, encounter with the Nonsuch, i. 314 
Active attacks live French privateers at 
Cura^roa, H, 15 

Active, boats of, capture a convoy at Ka- 
gosniza, ii. 369 

Active^s Prize destroys the Santa Maria, 

ii, 20 

Active and Favourite capture the treasure- 
ship Hermione, i. 221 
Adamant destroys the Preneuse, i# 524 
Adams destroyed, ii. 4fi9 
Admiral JVlitchell, cutter, drives a French 
brig and sloop on shore, ii. 72 
Admiral Yawl, capture of, ii. 218 
Adriad, capture of, i. 122 
Adventure captures tlm Golden Horse, i. 76 
Adventure, capture of, i. 103 
Adventure, capture of, i. 119 
Adventure, capture of, i. 176 
Adventure cajuures the Machault, i. 386 
Adventurer, capture of, i. 480 
Advice captured by eight Dunkirk pri- 
vateers, i. 127 

JF.olus engages the Blonde, and captures 
the Mi^nhnne, i. 196 ; captures the 
Marechnl de Belleisle, 207 
Affronimir, capture of, ii. 64 
Africa, action with Danish gun-boats, ii. 
251 

Africa, capture of, i. 503 
Africaine, capture of, ii. 26 
Africainc, boats of, capture a schooner, but 
are obliged to abandon her, ii. 338; cap- 
tured, 339 : recaptured, 340 
Agamemnon engages the Melpomene, i. 
374 ; chased by a French squadron, 
419 


Vessels are printed in italic. 

Aeaye, French privateer captured at, ii. 
389 

Aigle fcorvettc), capture of, i, 346 
Aiglc (frigate), capture of, i. 349 
Aigle destroys tVie Charente and Joie, il< 
87 ; drives on shore two Freaclririjfates, 
224 

Aigle and Glmre, beaten off by the Hector, 

i. 347 

Aigrette, action with Seahorse, i. 211 
AiguUlon, l)u(:d\ capture of, i. 180 
Aimable, action with the Pensee, i. 432 ; 

captures the Iris, ii. 260 
Aimable Nelly, capture of, ii. 308 
Aix, Ule of, attack on a French squadron 
at, t. 189 

Ajax (Indiaman), capture of, i. 218 
Alacrity, capture of, ii. 36/ 

Alassio, attack on shipping at, ii. 326 
Albacore and Pickle, action with the 
Gloire, Vi. 415 
Albion, capture of, ii. 73 
Alceste, boats of, at Alassio, ii. 326 
Alcestc and Active capture the Pomone 
and Persurme, ii. 383 
Alceste, Mercury, and (rrasshopper attack 
a Spanish convoy at Cadiz, ii. 225 
Alcide, capture of, ii. lOl 
Alcide, capture of, ii. 314 
Alcide and Lys, capture of, i. 170 
Alvmine, capture of, i. 296 
Alcmtine captures the Courageuse, i. 
515 

Alcyon (victualler), her repeated captures, 
i. 434 

Alcyon, destruction of, i, 186 
Alderney, French squadron defeated off, 
i. O2 

Alert captures the Lerington, i. 247 ; cap- 
tures the Courier, 263 
Alert, capture of, ii. 40) 

Alexander (privateer) recaptures the Sole- 
bays i. 157 . 

Alexander, capture of, i. 351 
Alexander, capture of, i. 405 ; recaptured, 
418 

Alexander and Courageux capture the 
Monsieur, i. 299 
Alexandria, landing at, ii. 19^ 

Alexandria (U.S.), expedition to, ii. 480 
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Alexandria, boats of, capture two Spanish 
vessels, ii. I 74 

Alexandrian raptures the Coq, i. 457; 

captures the 457 

Ai/rad^ capture of, i. 260 
Alfred aijd U»leigh beaten off by the 
Camel ^nd two sloops, i, 245 
Algerine corsairs, seven beaten off by the 
Mary Rose, i. 65; seven more defeated 
by the Advice, 66 ; seven beaten off by 
the Kingfisher, 76 
Algesiras Hay, actions in, ii. 41. 47 
Algiers, fruitless attack on, i. 38 ; block- 
aded by Sir John Lawson, .53; re- 
duced to temporary quiet, 66, 7*5; bom- 
bardment of, by a British and Dutch 
squadron, ii. 504 
Alicant, capture of, i. 113 
Allinnce captures the Atalanta and Tre- 
passey, i. 315 ; is captured, 315 
^if/tVmetveapture of, i. 422 
Alphca blown up in action with the 
Rmard, ii, 438 

Amanth(;a, transports destroyed at, ii. 328 
Amaranthe captures the Vengeur^ i. 544 ; 

destroys the Cigne^ ii. 57 
Amazon beats off Rmommde^ i. 160 
Amazon, loss of, i. 439 
Amazon and Solebay capture the CAeo- 
wffc, i, 213 

Amazone, capture of, i. 345 ; recaptured, 
346 

Amazone destroyed, ii. 354 
Amboyria, capture of, i,-437 j ii. 312 
Amhnseade, ctq^ture of, i. 1 50 
Ambuscade, capture of, i. 497 
Amelia, islaud of, capture of, ii, 417 
Amelia, action with the Ar^thme, ii. 417 
Amelia and San Fiorenz<», action with a 
French squadron, i. ,513 
American fiotiUa on the Patuxent, destruc- 
tion of, ii. 476 

American heavy frigates, armament of, ii. 
363 

American navy, See United States navy 
American privateers, repulse of, at Bos- 
ton, i. 226 ; superior equipment of some, 
ii. 496 

American, capture of, i. 311 
Amethyst captures the TMtiSy ii. 252 ; cap- 
tures the Niemen, 279 
Amdffti/ste, cajiture of, ii. 386 
Amphion, attack on the BaXeiney ii. 233; 

boats of, at Cortelazzo, 295 ^ 

Amphion and Cerberus, boats of, at Grao, 
ii. 321 % 

Amphion and Redwing attack Melita, ii. 
261 

Amphion and squadron defeat the Franco-' 
Veuerian force at Lissa, ii. 349 
Anaconda, capture of, ii, 4.33 
Andromache captures an Algerine cruiser, 
i. 440 

Andromache captures the Trapc, ii. 443 
AfiArornaque destroyed, i. 432 


I AnimonBy deshuction of, i. 49O 
Anglesea captured by VApollony i. 155 
Anholt, capture oL ii. 285 ; attack on the 
British force at, 355 

Ann beats off ten Spanish gun-boats, ii. 
2il 

Anne (fire-ship), Us destruction, i. 161 
Anson recaptures the Daphne, i. 466 
Antelope drives tho Aqttilon on shore, i. 
1B2; captures the Aforoa, 185 ; captures 
the Belliqueuity 194; boats of, off the 
Texel, ii. 71 

Antelope (packet) captures the AtalantUt 

i. 377 

Antigua, action off, i. 128 
Antigua captures the Blacksnake, i. 247 
Antonio, Port, attack on, i. 134 
Apelles, capture and recapture of, ii. 890 
Apollo captures the Oiseau, i, 269; cap- 
tures the Stanislaus, 304 
Apollo captures the M^rinosy ii. 335 ^ 
Apollon, /.*, captures the Anglesea, i. 155 
Apropos dcstroj’ed, ii. 221 
AquiUm driven on shore and wrecked, i. 
183 

Aquilon and Fiddle, engagement with 
Colchester and Lyme, i. 176 
Aquitaine, l)md*y capture of, i. 183 
Arcasson, forts and ships destroyed at, ii. 
189 

Arethizsa eng.igea the Belle Poule, i. 263 ; 
Wrecked, ‘i/O 

Arethusa. captures the Gni6t6, i. 4.^)6; boats 
of, on the coast of Spain, ii. 278 
Arethusa and Anson capture the Pomona, 

ii. 174 

Ar^thme, capture of, i. 198 
Arithuscy action with the Amelin, ii. 417 
Argo, capture and recapture of, i. 354 
Argus, capture of, ii. 436 
Ariadne and Ceres capture the Alfredy L 
260 

Ariel, capture of, i. 285 
Armada, the Spanish, i. 27 
Armed neutrality, the, ii. 18; battle of 
Copenhagen, 27 

Armde dUtaliCy capture of, i. .500 
ArmidSy capture <if, ii. 178 
Armide and squadron, boats of, attack 
shipping in the harbour of Fosse de 
rOye, ii. 320 
Arrow, capture of, ii. 96 
Arrow and Nemesis capture the Freijay ii. 
11 

ArtoiSy capture of, i. 306 

Artois captures the Mars and Hercules, 1. 

:i24; captures the lUmlutionnairey i, 404 
Asp, capture of, ii, 432 
Astrea captures the Gloire, i. 412 
Astr^e and Hermione attack a British pon- 
voy, i. 316 

■Atalanta, capture of, i, 31.5 
Atalanta, capture of, i. 376 
Atalante, capture of, i. 384 
Atalante, cutter oi^ captures the Eoeitld, 
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ii. 6S ^ boats of, destroy shipping at St. 
Giidas, 71 

Atalamtey capture of, ii. 83 
Atidamemey capture of, i. 271 
Audieme Bay, shipping destroyed in,!. 454 
Augusta sinks a 8t. IVlalo privateer,). 1.55} 
oapturei) a convoy of liiue French ships, 

i. 179 ; burnt in the Delaware, i. 241 
Auguste^ capture of, i. 104 

capture of, i. 158 

Austrian squadron takes part in the ope- 
rations on the coast of Syria, ii, 625 
Aventurier beaten off by the Princess 
Royal (packet), i. 471 
Avitlas, three Spanish luggers captured at, 

ii. 162 

Avon, action with the Wasp, ii. 46s 
Avon and Kainbbw, action with the Nd- 
rdidif, ii. 3H 

Azores, expeditions to the, i. 33, 37 

Bacchante, boats of, capture three vessels 
at Sattta Martha, ii. 17S; captures the 
Orifftm, 231 ; boats of, at RovigTio,405 ; 
at Gcia Nova, 432 

Bacchante and Saracen capture Cattaro, 
ii. 446 

Bacchante and Weasel, boats of, capture 
6ve gun-boats, ii. 416 
Budfrre 'Aaffer, capture of, ii. 239 
Badger, privateers captured by, i. 181 
Baionnahe captures the Ainl>«iscade, i. 497 
Baleine, attack on the, ii. 233 
Baltimore, attack on, ii. 483 
Banda, capture of, i. 437 
Banda Neira, capture of, ii, 323 
Bandaris, town of, burnt, i. 63 
Bantry Bay, action off, i. 7® 

Barbary coast, action on the, between 
Boscawen and De la Clue, i. 199 
Barbary .States, expeditions ngidnst, i. 50, 
53, 65, 66, 74, 1.30, 136; ii. 504 
Barhler de. Seville, capture of, ii. 344 
Barletta. attack on, ii. 296 
Baru, engagement off, i. 119 
Basque Koads, blockade of the French 
ships in, ii. 264 ; attacks on, by Lord 
Cochrane, 266; boats of Caledonia and 
squadron in, 342 
Basseterre, action off, i. 326 
Bastia, capture of, i. 381 
BataVnino, shipping de.stroyed at, 5i» 176 
Batroun, capture of, ii. 538 
Beacliv Head, action off, i. 78 
Bdurnmis, capture of, ii. 303 
Beaulieu and Doris, boats of, cut out the 
Che»reUe, ii. 50 

Beaver captures the Otiver CromwelUi, 244 
Begur, shipfiing destroyed at, ii. 207 
Beigica, Fort, storming of, ii. -325 
Bdl'urr, capture of, ii. 10.5 
Bclleisle, action between Hawke and Con- 
flans hear, i. 205 ; Bridport’a action off, 

417 

Belleisle, Mar6chal dc, privTitecr, engage- 


58t 

ment with Dolphin and Solebay, i. 103 > 
captured, 207 
Belle engages the Arethusa, i. 263 
Bella Poulc, capture of, ii. 162 
Belle Poulc captures the Var, ii. 263 
Belle Poule and Alceste, boats of, at 
Parensa, ii, 358 

Bellcrophon, boats of, destroy a battery 
at Hango Head, ii. 288; suri^nder of 
Napoleon to the, 509 
Beltvfueua!, capture of, i. 104 
Bellona captures the Due de Charfyrea^ 
i. 166; captures the Princess Carolinet 
309 

Bellona and Brilliant capture the Coura* 
gmaf, i. 216 

Bellone, action with the Coventry, i. 846 • 
Beltfme captures the Lord Nelson, In- 
diaman, ii. OS 

BalUme, capture of, ii. 170^ 

Belhmc, privateer, action with the Mil- 
brook, ii. 16 

fleltone captures the Victor, ii. 301 
Belvidera chased by the American squa- 
dron, ii. 305 

Belvideru’s, and other boats, destroy the 
Mars, ii. 4.53 

Belvidera and Nemesis, boats of, capture 
two Danish gun-boats, ii. .328 
Bergen, attack on a Dutch convoy in the 
port of, i. ,57 ; the Tartar at, ii. 2.32 
Berghre, capture of, ii. 1 66 
liertin, capture of, i. 215 
Berwick, the, capture of, i. 409 
Berwick and Revenge capture the Orphiet 

i. i«7 

TUitscif, capture of, i, 467 
j Beyrout, bombardment of, ii. 528 ; de- 
struction of a powder-magazine at, 535* 
Bideford and Fiarnborough, action with 
the Mitlieieusc and Opale, i. 207 
Biim-turqvis, capture of, i. 186 
Bie?i Aimd, capture of, i. 210 
Biendour, attack on the port of, ii. 400 
Uienfaisant, capture of, i. 104 
Bienfaisaiit and Charon capture the Comte 
d’ Artois, i. 308 
Bladensbtirg, battle of, ii. 477 
BliicksnaJrt', capture of, i. 247 
Blackwall, the, captured, i. U2 
Blfin^'he, capture of, i. 296 
Blanche, boats of, cut out a French 
schooner, i. 406 ; captures the ViquCt 
407 ; cutter of, captures the Albion, 

ii. 73 ; launch of, captvires a schooner, 
73 ; cutter of, captures a |chooner, 74 ; 
raptured by a French squadron and 
burnt, 107 ^ 

Blanche captures the Guerribre, ii. J71 
Blenheim, boats of, attack the Curieuse, 
ii. 80; beats off' a French squadron, 

ii. ns 

Blonde, capture of, i. 207 
Blonde captures the Wolverine, ii, 82 $ 
captured, 80 
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Blonde and Thetis destroy the Seine and 
Loire, ii. 306 

Blossom captures a xebeck, off Cape Sicie, 
ii. 343 

Boadlcea engages the Duguay Trouin, 
ii. 66 

lionnporte, capture of. i. 620 
Bonapaete, actiim with the HippumeneB, 
it. 86 

Bon Homme Rickard and squadron cap- 
ture the Serapis and Countess of Scar- 
borough, i. 287 

Bonne Citof/enne, capture of, i. 426 
Bonne Citoyenue captures the FurieusCf 
ii, 2«9 

Bdrdclais captures the Curieux, ii. 21 
Bt»rea« and Trent capture the Vainqueur 
and Mnknu, i. *210 

Borgne, Lake, capture of American flotilla 
on, ti. 489 

Boston, action with the Emhuseade, i. 364 
liofiton and Hancook capture the Fox, 

i. 242 

Boulogne, attack on, by the Cinque Port 
inariuers. i. y ; capture of, by Henry 
VI/I , 24 ; recaptured by the French, 'Jo 
Boulogne flotilla, Jjord Nelson’s attack on, 

ii. ai); other attacks on, 88, 112, 283, 
37«, 379, 387, 390 

Bourbon, capture of, ii. .322 

Boxer, capture of, ii, 437 

Bvnvoure destroyed, ii. 69 

Breaking of the line, question of the, i. 

.61. ,340 ; engaging in line, 46 
Breda and War-spight capture the Maure^ 
i. 1*26 

Brent, battles near, i. 21, 22; captured 
frouv the Sjjaniards, 35 ; un8ucces.*5ful 
attack on, 89 

Bridgewater destro3'» a Sallee rover, i. 130 
Bridgewater, .SheerncRs, and Ursula, cap- 
ture three Dunkirk privateers and their 
prizes, i. 1.66 

Britt, action with the Crescent, i. 315 
Brilliant and Beliona capture the Coura- 

i, 216 

Brilliant and Pallas capture Blonde and 
Terpsichore, i. 207 

Briseis captures the Sam Sonci, ii. 343; 

boat of, recaptures the Urania, 394 
Jirisiol captured off -Scilly, i. 121 
Itrune, capture of, i. 2!l 
Buenos Ayres, expedition against, ii, 138 
Buffpn, capture of, i. 215 
Bugiu B.iy, Algerine corsairs dc.stroyed in, 

i. 67 

Bulldog, capture and recapture of, lx. 39, 
40 ' 

Cribotf capture of, i. 242 
Caiirita Point, action off, i, 1 11 
Cadiz, expedition to, i. 36; action near, 53; 
bombardment of, 4.^3, 454 ; blockade of 

ii, 118 ; Spanish convoy attacked at, 

■ 225 ■ 


Cadsand, battle of, i. 8 
Caiffa, capture of, ii. 530 
Cnhxbmh captured by the Hampshire, i. 76 
Calais, capture of, i, 13 ; attack on, 90; 
again attacked, 93 ; bombardment of, ii, 

70 

Calcutta captured by the Rochefort squad- 
ron, ii. 117 

Caledonia and squadron, boats of, in 
Basque Roads, ii, 342 
Calliope captures the Comtesse d'Ham’- 
bourg, ii. 343 

Calvados, gun-brigs destroyed at, ii. 3/8 
Calvi, capture of, i. 382 
Calypso, boats of, capture the DtligentCt 
ii. 4 

Cainarinas, shipping destroyed at, ii, \03 
Cambrian, boats of, capture the Maria, ii. 
105 ; captures the Matilda, I06 ; other 
captures in St. Mary’s River, J06 
Camel beats off two large American ships, 

i. 244 

Camel and Rattlesnake beat off the I^re- 
neuse, i. .518 

Canada captures the Santa Leocadia, i. 
.313 

Canadian Lake squadrons, i. 231 ; action 
on Lake Champlain, 233; British and 
American .squadrons on Lake Ontario, 

ii. 434, 469; squadrons on Lake EriCi 
439 ; operations on Lake Ontario, 46(1 ; 
on Lake Huron, 466 ; on Lake Cham- 
plain, 471 ) 

C.am:ule Bay, French shipping destroyed 
in, i. 271 

Cannon, early employment of, at sea, i. 16 
Canonniere captures the I^aurel, ii. 248 
1 Cape Carteret, French convoy captured 
under, i. 412 

Cape of Good Hope, capture of, i. 425 
Cape Henry, action off, i, 310 
Cape St. Vincent, action between Rodney 
and Lungara, off, i. 297 i Jervis’s action 
off, i. 443 

Cape .Sepet, action off, ii. 444 
Crt/iWeiVwA'c, capture of, i. 30.5 
Captain captures Grand Tnrh', i. L55 
Captain and squadron, boats of, Cut out the 
kcolmfie, ii. 17 

Currnaffnole captures »be Thames, i. .376 
Carnation, capture of, ii. 2.50 
Caroline engages a Dutch squadron at 
Batavia, ii. 180 
Cdro'inr, capture, of, ii. 2')8 
Oarrerc, capture of, ii. .56 
Carri, buttery destroyed, and Tartan cap- 
tured at, ii. 422 

Carroaades, intraductlon of, i. 431 ; in 
general use, ii. 1 
Carthagena, attack on, i. 140 
Carysfort recaptures the Castor, i. 403 
Castellan, ketch destroyed at, ii. 378 
CastiKlione, sliipping de troyed at, ii. 313 
Castor, capture of, i. 316 j recaptured, 3 id 
Castor, capture of, i. 385 ; recaptured, 403 . 
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boats of, capture the Fortunct ii, 432 ; 
captures the Hcureux, 447 
Cattaro, capture of, ii. 446 
Ctmmarim, capture of, i. 194 
Cavallo, Porto, attack on, i. 146 
Cajrenne, capture of, ii. 259 
Censeur, capture of, i. 424 
Centunou captures the Manilla galleon, 
L 148 

Centurion, action with a French squadron, 
ii. 89 

Centurion and Defiance beat off two large 
French ships, i. 124 

Cephalus, boats of, at Civita Vecchia, ii. 

369 

CerAdre, capture of, ii, 1 1 
Cerberus captures the Grana^ i. 310 ; en- 
gages a Spanish squadron, 62 1 ; boats of, 
cut out two vessels at Martinique, ii, 188 
Cerberus and Active, boats of, at Pestichi 
and Ortona, ii. 348 
CeVes, capture of, ii. 214 
Cf?re.v, action with the Cyane, ii. 28/ 

C^r^Sy capture of, ii. 446 

Ceres and Ariadne capture the Alfredy i. 

260 

<7eV/i*, cutting out of, ii. 170 
Cesar, capture of, ii. 2 1 0 
Cesenatico, attack on, ii. 283 
Ceylon, action off, i. 20» 

Ceylon, the, captured, ii. 339 ; recaptured, 
340 

'Cl»arnplain,4Lakc, action on, i. 2.33; Bri- 
tish squadron on, destroyed, ii. 4/1 
Ciiantioleer and Manly, action with three 
Danish gun-brigs, ii. 378 
Chare nte and Jaie destroyed, ii. 87 
Chari emagtw, capture of, ii. 44.'i 
Charles and James capture a large Al- 
gerine ship of war, i, 76 
(’harlestowTi, attack on, i. 234 
Charon, capture of, i. 161 
Chartres, Due de (Indiainan), capture of, 
i, 166 

Churtresy Due de, capture of, i. 196 
Chasseur captures the St. Lawrence, ii. 
496 

Chatham, the, captures the Au^tmte, i, 
104 ; captures the Magici€7iney 320 
Chaus»»5 I.slaiid, fort on, destroyed, i. 176 
Cherbourg, destruction of the harbour 
and magazines at, i. 191 
ChMy capture of, i, 467 
Cherokee captures the Aimuble Nellffy ii. 
308 

Chesapeake, action with the Leopard, ii, 
198; captured, 424 

Chevaux de frise, in the Delaware, i. 238 
Cheerette, capture of the, i. 21.3 
Cherrette, cutting out of, ii. .60 
Chichester and Shcerness capture the 
Bien-turquis, 186 
Chiffonne, capture of, ii. 58 
Childers fired on by the batteries at Brest, 
i. 369 y engages the Lougen, ii. 222 


Chinn fleet beats off a French squadron, 
ii. 78 

destroyed, ii. 2.66 

Cinque Port marimn*s defeat the French 
fleet, X. 5 ; quarrel with the Normatis, 6 j 
attack Boulogne, 9; defeat the Ge- 
noese, 19 

Circe captures the Prt/tmerc, ii. 261 
Ciloyemie FrancaiseyActiira with the Iris, 
i. 361 

Clara, capture of, ii. 91 
Clara, capture of, ii. 164 
Cleopatra, capture and recapture of, ii. 98 
Cldopdtre, capture of, i. 362 
Clorinde, surrender of, ii. 76 * 

Clorinde, capture of, ii. 451 
I'lyde captures the Vestule, i. 6I6 
Colchester and Lyme engage Aquilon and 
Fidelle, i. 176 
Colombo, capture of, i. 437 
Colpoya, boats of, capture three Spanish 
luggers, ii. I62 

Comet captures the Sylphe, ii- 243 
Commode, capture of, ii. 65 
Comte d' Artois, capture of, i. 308 
Covntesse (F Hamhow'g, capture of, ii. 
343 

Cotous, boats of, at Puerta de Haz, ii. 

196; aft Grand Canaria, 197 
Conveption, capture of, i. 1.64 
Coneorde, capture of, i. 35.6 
Concorde captures the Hyiena, i. .362 
Concorde and Nymphe capture the Argo, 

i. 3.5.6 

Confiance, capture of, ii. 10.5 
Confiauce, boats of, at Guardia, ii. 208; at 
Belem, 218 

Confiance and squadron capture Cayenne, 

ii. 2.59 

Conjiunte destroyed by the boats of the 
Hydra, i. 4/1 

Congress captures the Savage, i. 323 
Conquest, merchantman, beats off a 
French frigate, i. 88 
Constance, capture of, i. 460 
Comlilution chased by a British squa- 
dron, ii. 402 ; captures the Guerri^re, 
401 ; comparative force of the comba- 
tants, 40.') ; captures the .Java, 41 1 ; 
captures the Cyane and Levant, 493 
Content, destruction of the, i. 114 
Content and Trident, capture of, i. 91 
Contest and Mohawk, boats of, capture 
the Asp, ii. 432 

Copenhagen, battle of, ii. .30 j expedition 
to, 203 

C07, capture of, i. 457 
Coquitle, capture of, i. 493 
Coitu, trabacculos destroyed at, it. 419 
Cori^cou, capture of a convoy at. ii. ,'iOO 
Corsica, operations in, i. \^7*l, 381 
CortcUazzo, attack on, ii, 295 
Corunna, shipping destroyed at, ii. 69 
Countess of Scarborough, capture of, i, 
a94 
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Courageuaei capture of, i. 615 
Cour&getuey capture of, i. 2l6 
Courageux and Valiant recapture the 
Minerva, i. ir09 , ^ 

Couritir, capture of, i. 253 
Courier y capture of, ii. 217 
Courier recaptures the Crash, i. 515; cap- 
tures the Giicrrier, 624 
Couronne (or Ptuion), action with the 
Leauder, i. 364 

Coventry captures the Lenerattey i. 217 » 
action' with the BellunCy 346 ; captured, 
364 

Coventry and Thames engage the Pai- 
tmVr, i. 195 

Crash, recapture of, i. 515 
Creole, capture of, ii. fin 
Creole and Astrea, action with the Etoile 
and Sultanty ii> 448 

Crescent., action with the Brilly i. 315 ; 

captures the Rhmimti 373 
Cruiser, action with arnuMi cutters, ii. 250 
Cura<(Oa, surrender of, ii. 1.5; second sur- 
renderof, 186 

Cttrievsey fruitless attack on, ii. 80 
Ctirit!U,r, capture of, ii. 21 
CurimXy capture of, ii. 77 
Curieux cajiHircs the Dame Ernaufy ii. 

96; action uiih tlie Jiemne/iv*2l2 
Cuizola, i.sland of, captured, ii, 417 
Cpane, capture of, ii. i 18 
Cyaney capture cd', ii. 493 
Cyane, action with the ( Yresy ii. 287; cap- 
tures the J/ihif^Ynie, ii, <117 
Cyprus conquered by the English, i. 2 

X)a?dalus captures the Prudmte, i. 503 
Dame Amber t capture.s the Lily, ii. 87 
Dame Ernoaf, capturo <d', ii. 97 
Damme, French licet at. burnt, i. 5 
Danae, ciiprurc* of, i. 197 
Dantic. action with the Tigre, i. 218 
Danish Uect, surrenclt-.r of, ii. 20G 
Danish gun- boats, actions with, ii. 234, 
251,321,398 

Daphne recaptured, i, 4(io » 

Daphne and squiulron, lioats of, destroy a 
Danish convoy at Klof.dsrrand, ii. 224 
Dardant llc.s, pu^sane of the, ii. I9I ; re- 
passing the .straits, 194 
Daring destroyed, ii. 4 17 
Dart, annanieut of, ii. y, n, } captures the 
10 

Dartmouth, capture of the, i. 92 ; recap- 
tured, 102 

Dartmouth blown up in action with Glo- 
rioHOy i. Jfifi 

Dartmouth, brig, recapture «if, i. 4.57 

Dauntless, capture of, ii. 201 

Deal Castio beat 'dl by the Tigrey i. 219 

DYeadSy capru re of, i. 490 

Decatur cupiure.s tlo* Itomintca, ii. 434 ' 

Decouverte destroys three pnv«tccrs, ii. 

317; captures tbe Dt//v<de, 218 
DSdaignemty capture of, ii, 19 


Defiance captures the Ambuncadcy i. 160 
Defiance captures the Xeuse, i. .345 
Defiance and Centurion beat off two large 
French ships, i. 124 

Delaware, operations in the, i. 238, 250 ; 

French fleet in the, 253 
DelawarCy capture of, i. 242 
Delight, the. destroyed, ii. 217 
DiYparternent rfes Landes capture* the 
Maria, ii. 250 

Deptford defeats a French squadron, i, 62 
Descada, action off, i. 80 
D6driey capture of, i. 467 
DSsiriey capture of, ii. 10 
D' Ha. ut potty capture of, Ii. 281 
Diamond Rock, the, off Martinique, li. 

76 ; its capture, 95 
Diana captures the Xephyry ii. 296 
Diane y capture of, ii. 13 
Dictator and brigs destroy a Danish squa- 
dron at Mardoe, ii. 395 
Dido and Lowestofle, action with the 
Minerne and Artdmisfiy 1. 413 
Didon, capture of, ii. 1 13 
Dieppe, bombardments of, i. 90 ; ii. 70 
Diligtfnte, capture of, ii. 4 
Diiigentfiy capture of, ii. 1 68 
DUigenfCy action with the Recruit, ii. 248 
DUigente captures the Laura, ii. 4U6 
Dispatch beats off a French privateer, i. 

176 

Dogger Bank, Hyde Parker’s action off 
the, i. 317 

D’Jouni Bay, landing at, ii. 626 
Dolores, capture of, ii. 185 
Dolphin and Hn.ssar.sink the Alcyony i. 186 
Dolphin and Solehay, engagement with 
Mar^chat de Belfeisfc, i. 193 
Dominica, attack on Hood by Do Grasse 
at, i. 338 ; defeat of the French fleet by 
Rodney, 340 

Dominica, the, capture of, it. 434 
Donegal Bay, action in, i. 491 
Dorade, capture of, ii. 218 
Dorade, capture of, ii. 393 
Doris captures the Affroriteur, ii. 64 
Doris and Beaulieu, boats of, cut out the 
Chmu’ettSy ii. 50 
Dorofea, capture of, i 4/3 
Dorsetshire and Achilles capture the llaD 
simnahle, i. 192 

Dover, Straits of, French fleet in the, i. 5 ; 

battle with the Dutch, 42 
Dover, the, captures Rmommdc, i. 166 
Dragon beats off a French 70-gun ship, i. 
102 

Drake, capture of the, i. 26l 
Dreadnought, boats of, at Ushant, ii. 337 
Droits de PHomrncy action with the Inde- 
fatigable and Amazon, i. 439 
Dryad captures the Prose^'pincy i. 430 
Due de C/iartres, capture of, i. I66 
/>«c de Chartres, capture of, i. 196 
Due de Chartres captures the Aigle, i. 3l6 
Du^GuauTrouin, capture of, i. 298 
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Du Guai Trouiny capture of, i, 383 
Dugvnp Trouinf action with the Boadicea, 

Duin, capture of Italian gun-boatii at, ii. 

Spy 

Dumtmriery General^ capture of, i. 361 
Ounkirlt, attack on^ i. 90 ; again attacked, 
93 

Dunkirk and »qua43ron destroy a fort on 
Chauss^ Island, i. 176 
Dunkirk and Torbay capture Aicide and 
LpSyi.lTO 

Du<jues7te, capture of, ii. 66 
Dutch, wars with the, under the Common- 
wealth, i. 38; under Charles 11, 53, 66 ; 
various great battles, 64, 57, 61, 66, 7t>; 
action off tbe Dugger Bank, 317 ; Dun- 
can’s victory, 460 

Dutch squadron, surrender of, at the 
Texcl, 1. 516; takes part in the bom- 
bardment of Algiers, ii. 604, 513 

Eagle and Medway capture the Due d* 
Jlqtntdine.i. 183 

Echo, boats of, capture the Bonaparte^ u 
520 

JSaAo, capture of, ii. 313 
Eclair^ capture of, ii. 19 
Eclair engages (he Gfund D^ct(l4, ii. 77 
Egypt, destruction of the French licet at 
the Nile, by Nelson, i. 476; landing at 
Aboukir, ii. 22 j 'expedition to Alexandria, 

195 

Egpptieune, capture of, ii. 82 
Egypfienne, boats of, ca[)ture the Aicide, 
it. l6l 

Egyptienne and lioire capture the Lifire, 
ii. 153 

El Carmen, capture of, ii. 46 
Elizabeth beats (jff two Danish ships, i. 65 
Elizabeth, capture of, i. 1 H 
Klijsabethy capture of, i. 433 
Klizaltelh, engagement with the Lion, i. 
154 ♦ 

Elizabeth, boats of, capture the Aigle, ii. 
459 

EmOuscade, action with the Boston, i. .364 
Emerald, tender of, caf»tures the Masarn- 
bique, ii. 81 ; boats of, at V''ivcro, 221 
Emeraude, capture of, i. 184 
Kiidytnion, boats of, beaten off by the 
Nfv/ckfftel, ii. 487 ; captures the Presi- 
dent, 491 

Endymion and Magicitanc, action with 
the SibyUe and Hnilleur, i. 3,52 
English Harbour, bt. Domingo, action off, 

i. 349 

Enterprise captures the Boxer, ii, 437 
Entreprenanty capture of, i. 214 
Entreprenant beats off four large French 
privateers, ii. 346 
Eole, capture of, ii. 398 
Epervier, capture of, j, 464 
Epervier, capture of, it, 457 
Epicharis, capture of, i. 457 
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Erie, Fort, vessels captured at, ii. 464 
Erie, Lake, capture of British squadron 
on, ii. 441 

Esearte, capture of, 1. 181 
Esmera'da, capture of, it. 14 
Espdranee, capture of, i. 170 
Esjj^rance, capture of, i. 308 
Espiirance captures the Swift, ii. 84 
Ksperanffa c&ptute of y ii. M 
Esperanza, capture of, ii. 103 
Espion, capture of, i. 325 
Espion, action with the Liguria, i. 486; 

captures the Africa, 503 
Essex captures the Alert, u. 401 ; cap- 
tured, 461 

Essex and Pluto, capture of part of a 
French convoy by, i. J90 
EtoUCy capture of, i. 426 
EtoUe and Suttam chase the Severn, ii, 
443 ; engage the Creole and Astrea, 448 ; 
captured, 456 

Eurotas captures the Ciorinde.y ii. 461 
Kuryalus and Cruiser, boats of, capture 
and destroy three Danish vessels, ii. 
235 

EeeWt?, capture of, i. 424 
EwiilliSy capture of, ii. 65 
Exeter, Indiainan, captures the Mddde, ii, 
12 

Expedition y action with the Rambler, i* 

295 . 

Experiment, capture of, i, 285 

Fairy and Harpy capture the P alias, ii. 2 
Falcon, capture of* i. 127 
Falcon, shipping destroyed by, at Endulau 
and Llndholui, ii. 229 
Falmouth (U. S.), expedition against, i. 

227 

Falmouth, the, capture of, i. Ill 
Falmouth beats on a French squadron, i. 
122 

FarnUy capture of, ii. 91 
Fattne, capture of, ii. lid 
Faust and Wraak beaten off by the Prin- 
cess Augusta, ii. 70 

Pavershain and Rupert cut out many Spa- 
nish vessels, i. 147 

Favourite cupUires a Spanish privateer, i. 
216 

Favourite and Active capture the treasure- 
ship llermiunCy i. 221 
Fdticite, capture of, i. 212 
Ferret captures a Spanish vessel, i. 219 
Ferret, action with a Spanish schooner, 
i. 526 

Ferrol, action between Strachan and Du- 
manoir, off, ti. 1,49 

Finisterre, Cape, actions off, i. 169. I63; 

Calder’s action with Villcaeuvc, ii. 108 
Fire-ships employed against the Spanish 
Armada, i. .32 ; extraordinary ones at 
St. Male, B» ; at Dunkirk, 90; fate of 
the Anne, 1.61 

Fisgard captures the Immortuiitdy 49& 
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boats of, capture and destroy the 
re»e, U. 8 

Flag, salute to the, claim of the, i. 38 ; 

alio wed by the f>ntch, 73 
FJumborough and IJideford, engagement 
with the Mnlieieust? and Opahf i, 207 
Ft?(:he destroyed, ii. 6o 
Flihuatif^ destroyed, ii. 442 
Fioodstrand, shipping captured at, ii. 224 
P'hira recapturos the Fox, i. 243; sunk at 
Newport, 256 

Flora captures the NpmphCt i. 307 ; cap- 
tures the Castor^ 313 ; iosea her prise, 
316 

Floroj capture of, i. 400 
F>uTi;nti7i€^ capture of, ii. 46 
F'lore'ntine, Cmrde de, capture of, i'. 107 
Foresight and Sheerness beat off two 
line-of-battle ships, i. 04 
Fort Kowyer, attack on, ii. 486 
J''«>rt Marraclt, storming of, ii. 370 
Forie, capture of, i. 504 
Fortune captures Charon, i. I61 
Fortune, capture of, i. 514 
Forinnr, capture of, ii. 432 
f'orimife, capture of, i. 206 
Fosse de I’Oye, attack on vessels in the 
harbour of, ii. 320 
Foudropant, capture of, i. 187 
Fond roy ant captures the P6gas€, i. 344 
Fi^uf^ueiiJP sunk by the Weymouth, i. 04 
Fowey, action in the Mediterranean, i, 
113; captured by two French priva- 
teers, 122 

Fowey destroys the Grijfin, i. 155 
Fowey captures the Ventura, i. 222 
Fox, capture of, i. 242 ; recaptured, 243 ; 
capture of, 268 

France, coasts of, ravaged by the English 
fleets, i. 0, 18, 21, 22, 23, 87. 00, 02, 0,5 
pyanchise, capture of, ii. 64 
Franchise, boat.s of, capture the Raposa, 
ii. 154 

Francis destroys the Trompeuse, a jnratc, 

i. 77 

Francois, Cape, engagement off, i. 177 
Frederickshara, capture of Eussian gun- 
boats at, ii, 292 

Freija, boats of, at Baie Mahaut, ii. 300 
Frrion de l>unfcerque, capture of, i. 270 
French 80 and British 08-gun ships, force 
of, i. 485 

French fleets ravage the English coasts, i. 

7, 8, 0, 16, 18, 23, 24, 26 
French gun-boats, destroyed by the Leda, 

ii. 70 

French squadron takes part in the battle 
of Navariti, ii. 516 
Frcf/tt, capture of, ii. 1 1 
pyipoKne and La Gloire recapture the 
Castor, i. 316 

Frolic, capture of, ii. 406 ; recaptured, 408 
Frolic, capture of, ii. 457 
Furet, capture of, i. 326 
Furet, capture of, ii. 173 
P'urie, capture of, i, 497 


Furieuse captures sixteen vessels at Blarf* 
nello, ii. 442 

capture of, i. 436 

Galatea, boats of, cut out three schooners 
from Barcelona, ii. 179 i boats of, cap- 
ture the. Lynx, 100 

Galatea and Sylphe destroy the Andro-> 
maqutt, i. 432 

Gulath^e, capture of, i. 190 
Gallecn.s, Spanish, capture of, i. lOO, 128 
GalLxard, capture of, 1. 123 
Gamo, capture of, ii. 30 
Garland and boats capture the Eclair, ii. 10 
Garotta, attack on, ii. 226 
Gospe, the, burnt, i, 226 
Gebail, attack on, u. .526 
Gela Nova, boats of the Bacchante at, ii. 432 
General Armstrongs, privateer, destruction 
of, ii. 487 

Genial Ernouf, blown up, ii. 100 
General Monk, capture of, i. 336 
Oi'nertux captures the Leander, i. 497 J 
captured, ii. 1 

Genoa, Hotliam’s action off, i. 400 ; cut- 
ting out of the Prima at, ii. 7 
Genoese ships, capture and destruction of 
three, i. 134 

Gentille, capture of, i. 412 

George, capture of, i. 467 

Gibraltar, capture of, j. 10.5 

Gier and Draak, capture of, i. 517 

Giganta, capture of, ii. 106 

Gipsy captures the Quidproquo, ii. 16 ; 

beats off five privateers, 05 
Giraffe, destroyed, ii. 358 
Gironde, shipping captured in the, ii. 4.56 
Glasgow, engagement with an American 
squadron, i. 220 

Glatton beats off a French squadron of 
seven vessels, i. 431 ; boats of, cut out 
a Turkish ship at Sigri, ii. 106 
Gloire, capture of, i. 412 
Gloire, capture of, ii, 178 » 

Gloire, action with the Albacore and 
Pickle, ii. 413 

Gltjrimx and Bristol, capture of, i. 121 
G/oWo«o, capture of, i. 1C6 
Gloucester, the, capture of, i. 123 
Gluckstadt, capture of, ii, 446 
Golden Horse captured by the Adventure, 

i, 76 

Goldfinch, action with the Mouche, ii, 248 
Gomera, attack on, i. 148 
Goodwin, action with the Dutch fleet near 
the, i. 58 

Gor^e, capture and recapture of, ii. 02 
Gorec, action with two French corvettes, 

ii. 228 

Gracc’-s boats cut out a privateer from 
Dunkirk, i. 217 

Gracicuse captures a French national 
schooner, ii..l02 

Grafton and Hampton Court captured by 
a French squadron, i. II6 
Grumont, Comtesse de, capture of, i- 380 
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Grana^ capture of, i. 810 
Grand AleatandrCt capture and recapture 
of, i, 176 

Grand D^cid^, engagemeut with the 
Eclair, ii. 77 

Grand Port, unsHCCcssful attack on the 
French shijipina in, ii. 383 , 

Grand Turk, capture of, i. 155 
Granville, bombardnjcnt of, i. 1)3 ; French 
convo;)' destroyed near, 303; bombard-. 
tnent of, ii. 70 

Grao, shipping destroyed at, ii. 321 
Grasshopper capturcvS the San Jo/tef^ ii. 2) 3 
Grasshopper and Hapiti capture two 
Spanish vessels and two ftun.-hoats, ii. 227 
Graol, shipping destroyed at the, ii. .392 
Great Harry, the tirst’ship of the Iloyal 
Navy, i. 21 

Greek fire employed in naval warfare, i. 2 
Greenwich, the, capture of, i. 1/7 
Grenada, capture of three privateers at, 
i. 208 ; capture of, 2/2; action off, be- 
tween Byron and G'Kstaign, 2/3 
Greyhound and Harrier capture a Dutch 
squadron, ii. 172 

Griessc, shipping destroyed at, ii. 215 
Griffi/iy destruction of, i. 155 
Grijfofiy capture of, it, 281 
' Groia, Cornwallis’s action off, i. 415 
Growler, capture of, i, 40d 
Growler, cajtturc <‘f, ii. 43fl 
Guadaloupe, capture and recapture of, 
i. 406 ; capture of, ii. 3i0 
Guadutoupe beats off the Tactiqne and 
iruApe, ii. .863 

Guardia, privateer captured at, ii. *208 
Guetderland, capture of, ii. 283 
Gudpe, capture of, ii. 14 
Guernsey ravaged by the French, i. 8, 25 ; 
action off, 382; escape of the Crescent 
from a French squadron near, 4«3 
Guernsey engages the White Horse, i. 7.’» 
Guernsey destroys a Spanish privateer, 
i, 147 

Guerrier, capture of, i. .524 
Guerriitre, capture of, ii. 172 
Guerriiire, capture of, ii. 403 
Gverricre , capture of, ii. 442 
Guests capture of, i. 217 
GuUlautnt Tell, capiure of, ii. 3 
Gun-boats, actions with. See Danish, 
Ki’cnch, Ru.ssian, Spanish 

Halcyon captures the Neptuno, ii. 185 
Hamden, shipping de.stroyed at, ii. 409 
Hampshire, the, engages four Algerine 
ships of war, i, /.'> ; destroyed by a 
French squadron, 96 

Hampshire, the, chased by .a French squa- 
dron,!. 123 

Hampton Court captures the Lys, i, 150 
Hampton Court and Grafton, capture of, 
i. lid 

Hampton Court and Stirling Castle en- 
gage Toulouse and Trident, i. 128 
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Hnnnock and Boston capture the Fox, 

i. 242; Hnneock captured, 243 
Hango Head, battery destroyed and ves* 

sels captured at, ii. 288 ; Hussian gun- 
boats destroyed at, 29O 
HanuH-tal, capture of, i. 327 
Hannibal captures the GentiUe, i. 412; 
captured, ii. 44, 

Hannibal ca}>tur(!S the Sultnne, ii. 456 
Htmover, Duke o/, capture of, i. 194 
Plarise Towns ships, capture of, i. 33 
Happy captures the Infernal, i, 182 
Happy Return and St. Albans capture a 
French convoy, i. 80 
Hnrdi, capture of, i. 4.51 
Hnr»iunif\ rapture of, ii. 74 
Hastings and Edinburgh, boats of, destroy 
a powder- juagazine at Reyrout, ii. 535 
Havanuah, action near the, 1. 167; capture 
of, 222 

Havanuah, boats of, capture a French 
gun-boat, ii. 4l6 
Hatrk, rapture of, ii. 310 
Hawk drives a French conv«iy on shore, 

ii. 37^ 

Hazard captures the 31usette and the 
Hardi, i. -.1.51 ; captures ihc iS'eptune, 486 
Hazard and Pclorus, boats of, capture a 
privateer, ii. 299 
llefui, capture of, i. 347 
Hibe, capture of, i. 413 
Capture of, ii. 26o 

II* brus captures the Eloile, u. 455 
Hector beats off the Aiff/e and Gloire, i, .147 
Hector, capture of, i. l6l 
Helena, action with Spaaisb gun-boats, 
i. 319 

Heligoland, capture of, ii. 209 
Hcnneboii, relief of, i. 13 
Herald, boats of, capture the Cdsar, ii. 210 
Her/nde, capture of, i. 409 
Hercules, bigger, cafiturc of, i, 324 
llernica and stjuadron, attack on Fort 
Bowyrr, ii. 48() 

Herrnione, capture of, i. 18.5 
Ilerrnione, trcnsurti- ship, captiire of, i. 221 
Hermiont", eag.igeiiu iit with the Iris. t. 3e.l 
Hermione drivcji on shore and destroyed, 
i. 4.v2 

Heruiione, b**ats of, captur*; and destroy 
three privaP'ers and their prizes, i. 4.51 
Hermione, recapture of, i. 522 
Hdron, caydure of, ii. 3/6 
Heureux, bouts of, attack op the harbour 
of Mahaut, ii. 255^ 

Hturtrujc, capture o*\ i. 18/ 

Heureuje, capture of, ii. 447 
Hind, cutter, tU Navurin, ii. .519 
Hind sinks a Sallee rover, i, 130 
Hippoinenes captures \\u‘ E/^yptierme, u. 

82; action with the lionapin te, 86 
Hirondelle, capture *if, i. .513 
capture iff, ii. 82 

Hi!*j>aniola, actions off, i. 112, 140 
Hoche and Embuscade, capture of, i. 49ii 
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Hojrtic and i^quadron, boats of, destroy 
vessel* and stores in the Connecticut 
river, ii. 456 

Hope, capture of, by five French men-of- 
war, i. y2 

Horatio captures the Nt^casaUi?, ii. 3J3; 
boats of, capture three Danish vessels 
on the coast of Norway, 3pt) 

Hurne.t, engages and sink* the Peacock, 
li. 421 ; captures the Penguin, 497 J 
escapes from a British squadron, 499 
Hudson, expedition up the, i. 278 
Huron, Lake, operations on, ii. 466 
Hussar captures the Vengeance and the 
Htrureua\ i. 1 86 ; burns one privateer and 
Kinks another, 221 ; captures the 
3,^)3; captures the Ruison, 413 
Hussar and Dolphin sink the Ah'ifon, i. 186 
Hyacinth and squadron, boats of, at 
Malaga, ii. 389 

riyiena, capture of, i. 3f)2; recaptured, 464 
Hyder Ally captures the General Monk, 

i. 330 

Hydra, boats of, destroy the Canfiantcy i, 
471 ; destroy the ii. OB; captures 

the Ftirety i 73 ; boats of, at Begur, 207 
Hy<5ri!?is Bay, French ship blown up in,i. 126 
Hytir^s Islands, Hotham's action off, i. 420 

lintnovtaliUU capture of, i, 49r> 
Immortality caj)turc8 the Inventiany ii. ,^3 
hnpnmahley capture of, ii. 6 
destroyed, ii. 177 

Impyrieuse, boats of, at Salerno, ii. 3B0 
Impcrieuse and Thames, attack on Pali- 
nuro by, ii. 381 
Jmp^tuvKX destroyed, ii. 177 
Jnahnyduhh, cafdure of, il. 65 
Indefatigable ca|>ture> ther/r^biic, i. 427 : 
recaptures the Hyiena, 464; captures 
the VaUlanttu 486 

Indefatigable and Amazon, action with 
the Droitfi tie I* Homme, i. 438 
Indiaraayo River, gun-boats captured al, 

ii. 328 

Indmtrt/, capture of, i , 267 
htfntigable.y capture of, ii. 1 78 
Iti/ernnl, capture of, i. 182 
In/ernnle captures the Adventure, i. 176 
Inrentiuny capture of, ii. .03 
Jni'mcihle, capture of, i. 89 
Inninciblc, capture of, i. IB‘2 
Invincible recaptures the Argo, i. 3.55 
Iphigcnia attacks the French shipping in 
Grand Port, ii. 333 ; is obliged to sur- 
render, 336 ; recaptured. 345 
Jphigenie, capture of, ii. 447 
JphigtUiic and Tiiucotnalcl action between, 
and destruction of botli, i. 520 
Iris Cl gages the llcrrnione, i. 303; cap- 
ture* x\\e Tumhull, 320; action with 
the CitoyCnne FrangaisCy 36 1 
/>•?>, capture of, ii. 260 
Irresistible anil Kmerald sink the Santa 
Kkna, wnd capture the fsinfa, i. 452 


Ischia and Procida, eapture af, ii. 286 
Isi* captures the EihinoceroSy i. 194 ; cap^ 
tores the Orefltnnej H i engages the 
C&swc, 2.58 ,* engages the Jiottei'damy BOP; 
Isle de la Passe, capture of, ii. 329 j 
enemy decoyed into Grand Port, .831 
Isle of France, action off, i. 406; capture 
of, ii, 344 ; British ships recaptured, 34.5 

.lack captured by two French frigates, i, 3 1 6 
Jacotel, boats of N<*r6ide at, ii, 3J5 
.Tainaica, conquest of, i. 50 
Jason (Dutch frigate) carried by her crew 
into a British port, i. 430 
.Taaon recaptures the Fiivottrite, ii. IQl 
.lava, capture of, ii. 3/1 
Java, the capture of, ii. 411 
Jdna, capture of, ii. 252 
Jersey attacked by the French, i. 2.5 
Jersey, the, engages St. Esprit ^ i. 155 
Jeune Loftise, capture of, ii,343 
Jeune Richard, capture of, ii, 209 
Julia, capture of, ii. 43.5 
Juno, her escape from Toulon, i. 378 
Juno and Venus capture the Brune, i. 21 1 
Janotiy capture of, ii. 262 
Jt/:non capture.'* the Fos. ii. 268 
Juhon captured and dc.stroyed, ii. ,303 
Jupiter engages the Triton, i. 269 
Jupiter, action with the Preneuscy i, 519 
Justine^ capture of, i. 437 

Kangaroo captures the Loire, i. 49.5 
Kent captures Super he, i. 125 
Kent, Lenox, and Orford, capture of the 
Princeza by, i. 139 

Kent and sipiadron, boats of, at Palamos, 

ii. 347 

Kent and Wizard, boats of, at Noli, ii, 242 
Kingfi.sher beats off .seven Algerine cor- 
sairs, i* 7^ 

Kingfi.sher captures the Betset/, i. 467 
Kingfisher, boats of, destroy five trahac- 
culo.s at Corfu, ii. 419 
King George captures the Tigre, i. 219 
Kite engages a French frigate and a pri- 
v.^tecr, ii 270 

Lady Nelson 'packet), capture and recap- 
ture of, i. 524 

La Gloirc, capture of, i. 220 
La Gltnre and Friponne recapture the 
Cffsfor, i. 316 
Lagos, action off, i, 86 
La Guira, attack on, i. 145 
La Hogue, battle of, i. 81 ; Khipping in 
the harbour burnt, 86 
Landrail, capture of, ii, 463 
! Languelia, shipping captured or destroyed 
j at, ii, 391 

i LaOna Bay, shipping de.stroyod in, i. 42/ 

: I,.apwin,g eng»gi*.s the Deckis and F«i7- 
434 

I Lark captures the ii 6 ; boats 
of. capture tin; Kepfiranza, (io ; boats of, 
I at Lishata Bay, 191 
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tarky Greyhound, and Bonad venture, 
boats of, attack and burn two Sallee 
rovers, i. 77 

La SeU'a, boats of the Success at, i. 514 
Laura, capture of, ii. 40f» 

Laurel captured, ii. 248; recaptured, 314 
lia Vaiulour, shippinj^ destroyed at, ii. 8fi 
Leandcr engages a French line-uf-battle 
sliip, i. 1154 ; capture of. 48/ ; recap- 
tured, 4B9; captures the V^Ufe de Milan 
and recii|>furcs the Lleopatra, ii. IpO 
Lvihi, capture of, ii. 279 
Leda destroys tweuty^three French gun- 
boats, ii, 70 

Lcghre^ capture of, i. 430 
Ldffdre, action with the Pilot, ii, 600 
I,eghovn, battle off, i. 44 
Leopard, action with the Chempenke, ii. 
198 

Levant captures the i. 248 

Levant, capture of, ii. 493 
Letarette, capture of, i. 21/ 

Leviathan, boats of, capture a French pri- 
vateer at Ag;»ye, ii. 389 
Levtta Hay, shipping destroyed at, ii. 25 
cajttnre of, i. 247 
Lihre, capture ot, ii. 153 
JJeornei capture of, i. 2G3 
IdcoMie captures the Attdacieme, i. 27I 
Li^ttnay atuion with the Fspoir, i. 486 
LisfUrienne, capture <if, ii. 3 
Lily, capture of, ii. 87 ; unsuccessful 
attempt; to cut her out, 8H ; blown up, lot) 
Line, engaging in, i, <i6 j breaking the, 
54, 310 

Linnet captures the Coururi’y it. 217 
liion engages the Elisabeth, i. 154 
Lion, capture of, i. 209 
Lion, destroyed , ii. 299 
Lion, ca[>ture oi‘, ii, 444 
Lion cuj)tuiciH the Doi'otea, i. 473 
Lissa, action off. ii. 319 
Little Belt, action with the President, ii. 
364 

Lively captures the Tonrterdle, i. 408 
Lizard, engageuu nts off the, i. 118, 120 
Lizard cu])tures rlu; Duke of Ilnnoner,ir 194 
Loire, ad ion with tlie Menuaid, i. 494 ; 
captured, 4<J.5 

Loire, boats of, capture the Ventimx, ii. 
494 ; captures the Blonde, 89 ; boats of, 
at Camarina*, 103 ; at Muros, 104 ; cap- 
tures the Hebe, 260 
London, the, burnt at the Norc, i. 51 
Londoif and Amazon capture the Marengo 
and Belle Poole, ii. Ifi2 
Long Island Sound, expedition to, i. 279 
Looc captures a Spnnlsn privateer, i. 134 
^ord Nelson (Indiaman), captured and 
recaptured, i\, Ort 

Lorenzo, castie of. <lest ruction of the, i. 139 
Lue A/if'lt'.'ie, capture of, ii. 4 
Loss and gain, Bi uish and foreign, in the 
wars iindct Aubc, i 129 ; under George 
II. 169 i in the seven years’ war, 224 ; 


is the American war, 357; in the wi,* 
of 1793, ii. 62 1 in the war of 1803, .502 
Lottery, capture of, ii. 419 
Louisliourg, siege of, i. 193 
Loup (rurou, capture of, ii. 343 
Lowestoffe, the, capiuros a privateer, i. 192 
Limgen engages the (Jhilders, ii. 223 ; cap- 
tures the Seagull, 235 
Ludlow Castle captures a Dunkirk priva- 
teer, i. t is 

Lyme, engagement with a privateer, i . 104 
Lyme and Colchester engage A^imton and 
Pidetle, i. 176 

Lynn Haven Bay, action in, 1. 321 
LvWvP, capture of, ii. 189 

(privateer), capture of, i. I5fi ; (man- 
of-war), capture of, 170 

Macedonian, capture of, ii. 408 
Machmiit, capture of, i. l«f> 

Muchius, attack; on, i, 24 4 
Madagascar, action off, ii. SOq 
Madeira, capture of. ii. 2)6 
Madr.as la'iicN, action in, i, 326 
Madura, re<luctioit of, ii. 3/3 
Magicienne, capture of, i, 320 
Magicienne, boats of, (;ut out the Sehrik, 
ii. 81 ; attacks the French shipinng in 
Grand Port, 333 ; gets aground and is 
burnt, 3.36 

Magicienne and llcgulus, boats of. destroy 
thirteen luivatecrs and their prizes, 
i. 451 

Alagnunimc driven on shore in the We.st 
Indies,!. 165; capture'!, 167 
Magnanime captures the Hoehe, i. 49'2 
Magnatiiinc and Naiad capture iXioDdcade. 
i- 490 

Maguilieent captures the Concorde, i. 35.'i 
Maiiaut, shipping destroyed at, ii. 3(K» 
Muhonma, enpfure of, i. 434 
Maidstone captures the lAun, i. 269 
Maidstone caplurc.s the Martinet, ii. 389 
Majestic captures the Trrpnichore, ii. J iy 
Majorca, capture of, i. IKS 
Makau and ' iqu lapt . 21 <» 

Malacca, straits of, action ru the, i. 4.13 
Malaga, action off, i. 108; slopping de- 
stroyed at, n. 390 

Mnlicir.u.st; and Opnle, action with thy 
Flainborough and iiuieford, i, 207 
Malta, surrender or, ii. M 
Mametouck, capf.uro of, ii. :u.T , 
Mangalore, shipping destroyed at, i. 30“ 
Mauititt, capture (*f, i. 222 
ManiUn gah^on, capture of the, i. 148 
Manly, capture atul recapture of, ii, 26O ; 
capture <jf, ^478 

Maraudeur, eapluje. of, ii. 340 
Mardoe, Danish stciuadron destroved at, ii, 

395 

Marengo, capture of, ii. 1O2 

Mnria, capture of, ii. lu;5 

Maria, capture tf, ii. 249 

Maria Rigguriibergcn, capture of, ii^ 180 
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Maria Victoria^ rapture of, i. 180 
Marit i, caplure ol the fort at. ii. lOt 
MarihcHo, ubipping captured at, n. 442 
Murtborotigh Cpac^ct) engages the Prim- 
rose, ii. 4r>3 

MarfjviH de Matiriffnff, capture of, i. 221. 
Mars (privateer), capture and recapture 
of, i. 156* 

Mar/t^ capture of, i. 158 
Mars (lugger), capture of, i. 324 
Mars captures the lisrcule, i. 469 ; cap- 
tures the Hhin, ii. 173 
MarSf capture of, ii. 453 { 

Martin beats olf ten American gvin-boats, 
ii. 433 

Martinet, capture of, ii. 389 
Martinique, capture of, i. 406; iL 263; 
capture of French convoy olf, i. 1.5.5 ; 
Kodriey and l)c Guichen’s action off, 
301 ; liood and De Grasse, off, 313 
Mufitda, rapture o', ii. I06 
Moure, cji]>tiire td’, i. 126 
Mary Rose, 1( ss of the, i. 24 
lilary Ro.st^ beats off seven Algerine cor- 
sairs, i. 65 

Jl'M/ctf, action with the Pelican, i. 433 
Medea, capture of, ii. 9 1 
Medee, capture of, ii, 12 
Mediator capture.^ the Alexander and 
Menager, i. 350 

iMpdusa, boats of, capture and destroy the 
iJorude, ii. 393 

Medway, sljipping in the, burnt by the 
Dutch, i. 64 

Jiledwiiy captures the Puntehartram, i. 95 
M(;dway and Eagle capture the Due 
d"* Aquilainv, i. 183 

Bled way and Weymouth capture the J«- 
vinrible, i. 89 
MeUmpe, capture of, 180 
Blelainpua captures the Voiuge, i, 4fi8 ; 
capture.s the llesolue, 493 ; destroys the 
JmptWcw.r, ii. 177 

Blelcager, boats of, capture the Renard, 
ii. aJ8 

Melpomene, action w’ith the Agamemnon, 

i. 374 ; captured, .382 

Blelporneiic, boats of, attack the Senegal, 

ii. 18 ; boats of, destroy a Danish cutter, 
283 ; ar.tiun with gun- boats, 285 

Melpomhio, capture of, ii. 600 
MtUtagtr, capture of, i. 351 
jVltmelauH attacks a frigate and brig off 
Point*: Kcampebarion, ii. 393 ; party 
from, defeat the Americana at Aloornelds, 
464 

3fereede$, destruction of, ii. 91 
Meroedes, capture of, ii. 202 
Mercure destroyed, ii. 386 
Mertrurp, capture of, i, 428 
Mercury captures the Sans-Pareitle, ii. 
19 ; boats of, recapture the Bulldog, ,39; 
destroy a pirate vessel, 41 ; capture the 
Ldda, 279 ; capture the PugUbse, 296 
MSrinog, capture of, ii. 385 


Merlin captures two French ships, i. l62 
M<Tmaid driven on shore by a French 
squadrou, i. 254 

Mermaid captures the R^puhliroin, i. 424 } 
action with the Vengeonne, 432 
Messina, action in the Strairs of, i.TSO 
Mifflin, Fort, capture of, i. 239 
Miffnfmne, capture of, i. 196 
BJilbrook, action with the Belton e, ii. 16 
BJilford captures La Oimre, i, 220; cap- 
tures the Cabot, 242 

Blilford and Hector capture the lAcom^, 

i. 263 

Minden, boats of, storm Fort Marrack, 

ii. 370 

Minerva recaptures the Warwick, i, 212 ; 
capture and recapture of, 309 ; boats of, 
atOro Island, ii. 179 
Minerim, action with the Pallas, ii. I68 
ilfmecftc, capture of, i. 413 
Minerv^c, capture of, ii. 65 
MSnerre, capture of, ii. l/B 
JMinerve and Blanche, action with the 
Sabina and Ceres, i. 4.56 
Blinorna, Byng’s arti»>n near, i. I71 ; cap- 
ture of a French squadron olf, i. 515 
Mir.otaur captures the Franchise, ii, 64 
Minotaur and Niger, boa's of, cut out the 
Ksmernlda and Paz, ii. 14 
Minstrel, boat of, captures a battery 
Biendom, ii. 400 
Moderntc, capture of, i. 1.53 
Modeste capture.^ the Jena, ii. 252 
Monmouth captures the Fondruyant, i. 187 
Rfonnmuth and Resolution destroy a 
French convoy in Hertheaume Bay, i. 89 
Mondovi cut out from t’cjigo, i. 4/0 
Monsieur, capture of, i. 299 
Monte. Christi, action off, i. 299 
Mmitreal engages the Porcupine and 
Minorca, i. 3t>7 

MonLRosier, capture of, i. 180 
Moras, capture «>f, i, 186 
Morgion, shipping destroyed at, ii. 422, 423 
JMorocco, bloekatie of the ports of, i. 136 
Moor6e}<}s, the Americans defeated at, 

ii. 46* 

Mosnvibique., capture of, ii, 81 
Mouche, actum with the Goldlinch, ii. 284 
Muros, fort at, stormed, axid two pri- 
vateers captured, ii. 104 
Musette, capture of, i. 451 
Mutine, capture of, i. 452 

Naiad, Ethalion, Alcmfene and Triton cap- 
ture two Spanish treasure- ships, i. 620 
Naiad and Blagnanime capture the De^ 
cade, i. 490 

Naiad and squadron attack the Boulogne. 

liotilla, ii. 379 
Nainde, capture of, ii. 118 
Nancy, destruction of the, ii. 466 
Napoleon, capture of, ii. 154 
Narcissus, boats of, capture tlie Surveyor^ 
ii. 431 


1 



INDEX OP EVENTS. 


d9T 


Nautilus, capture of, ii. 40Q 
Navarin, battle of, ii, 5U 
Neapolitan ftotilla defeated by the Spar- 
tan* ii. 3,17 

capture of, ii. .313 

Negapataiii, actions <41’, i. l&B, IJIO, 331 
Nemesis and Arrow capture the Freya^ 
ii. n 

Nttptune, capture of, i. 486 
Neptune^ capture of, ii. S9 
Neptundy capture of, ii. 185 
Nepiune, capture of, ii. 443 
NMrfpify capture of, ii. l64 
N^nh'ddy rapture of, i. 46.5 
N^r^ide captures the Vungmnce^ ii. 2; 
boats of, at Jacotcl, 315; attacks the 
French ships in Grand Fort, and is cap 
tured, 33,5, 

N^r^idH heats oif the Avon and Eainbow, 
ii. 3J I ; capture of, 36 1 
Nmfdhntdl beats oif the boats of the 
Endymion. ii. 487 

Newcastle defeats a French flotilla, i. 
128 

Neivfoundlund, French Harbour in, sl»ip- 
pinp destroyed fu, i. 126 
Nicholas, Cape, capture of a French Hcpia- 
dron near, i. 209 
Nienutn, capture of, ii. 279 
Niger’s boats destroy an armed lugger, 

i. 428 

Niger and Tagus capture the Cdr'es\ 

ii. 446 

Nightingale and Stv(tllou\ engagement 
with Ludlow CuHtle, i; HB 
Nile, battle of the, i. 4/6 
Ninfu, capture of, i. 4.52 
Ni<;be captures the NtUirquet ii. 164 
Niam, capture of, ii. 33 
Noli, convoy captured at, ii. 242 
Nonsuch captures two Fretieh ships off 
Guernticy, i, 77 > capture of the, 91 
Nonsuch captures the lidle Pauley 31)6; 

engages the Active , 314 
Novdenev, gun-brigs captured at, ii. i 
374 

Normans and Cinque Fort mariners, bat- 
tles between, i. 6. 

North Foreland, battle oft' the, i. 6; defeat 
of the Dutch near the, 6l 
Northumberland, the, capture of, i. 152 
Northumberland conveys the t'x-Kmperor 
to .St. Helena, ii. 6OI 

Northulhberland and Growler drive two 
frigates and a brig ashore, at the Graul, 

ii. 392 

Norway, Dutch squadron cajitured on the 
roast of, i. 63 

Nottingham captures Mars, i. 1.58 
Nottingham and Portland capture Mag- 
■aanimey i. 167 
Nuurrice destroyed, ii. 339 
Nymphe, capture of, i. 307 
Nyrnphe captures the Cl^opdtrdy i. 962 ; 
boats of, attack the Garottat ii. 226 


Ocracoke, shipping captured at, ii, 433 
OhiOy capture of, ii, 464 
Oiseauy capture of, i. 269 
0*«euw, capture of, i. 457 
Oiseau captures the UHaignmisey ii. 19 
Oiiver CromwvMy capture of, i. 244 
! Ontario, Lake, Hritish and Amt>rican squad* 
[ tons on, ii. 434, 459 
I Onyx recaptures the Manley, ii. 2.59 
1 Opale and MnHeieMney action with the 
j Hidcfprd and Flamborough, i, 207 
I Orejiamc, capture of, i. 214 
I Oreste, capture »>f, ii. .3»>8 
[ Oresie ca])tures the Loup Garou, ii. ,943 
! Orfi>rd capturi'H the PhUippeauXy i, 104 
j Oro Island, boats ot the Mittcrvaat, ii. 177 
Oro Hoads, action in, ii. 245 
I cai'tore of, i. I87 

I Orpheus captures the Dm Ouni Trovin, 

i. 383 ; barge of, captures the DoloreHy 

ii. 184 

Orpheus and Shelburne capture the FroliCy 
ii. 4.57 

Ortona, shipping destroyed at, ii. 348 
Ortugal, Cape, capture of French mer- 
chant ships off, i, lOt 
Osprey, lujats of, capture the 

il. 71 

Ostrich captures the Palltfy i, 267 
Oswego, attack 011, ii. 46u 
Otranto, gun-boats captured at, ii. 416 
Otter, boats of, at the ttivi&re Noire, il. 
293 

Palamos, shipping destroyed at, ii. 947 
Palinurc captures the Carnation, ii. 260 ; 
captured, 251 

Pabouro, shipping destroyed and fort 
stormed at, ii. 381 

Pallas captures the Countess of Scar- 
borough, i. 294 

Palla.s and IJrilliant capture Blonde and 
Terpsichorey i. 207 
Pallas y capture of, ii. 2 
Pallas, boats of, capture the Tapageusey 
ii, 165; drives three vessels on shore, 
action with the il/tnrrnu, I67 
IS and consorts, capture of, ii. 172 
Palmier engages the Tliauies and Coven- 
try, i. 195 

Panther and Argo capture the Acapulco 
galleon, i, 222 

Papitfon, action with the Speedy, i. 468 
Papillon, boat of, captures a felucca priva- 
teer, ii, 102 

Papillon, capture of, ii. 303 
Paren/a, capture of the island of, ii. 358 
Fasley capturek the llrgin del Jtosario, 
ii. 61 

Patriots captures the Castor, i. 385 
Patuxent. American flotilla on the, dc* 
stroyeil, h, 476 
Pas:, capture of, H. 14 
Pcacocli engages the Hornet, and is sunk, 
ii. 421 ; force of the combatants, 424 
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Peacock captures the Epcrvier, ii. 457; 

captures the Nautilus, 4gy 
Pearl (raptures the Industry, i. 267 ; cap- 
tures the Santa Monica, 286 ; captures 
the Ksp^runce, 308 ; action with a 
French squadron, 4/0 
i*<!V^nce, capture of, i. 344 
Pciioan drives three privateers ashore, 

i. :U4; action with the 433; re- 

captures the Alcyon, 434 ; sinks the 
'rrompi'ttr, 458 ; captures the Argus, ii. 
43t) 

Pembroke, the, capture of, i. 127 
Penelope, capture of, i. 180 
P4Miu:uin caistures the Oiseau, and recap- 
tures the Dartmouth, i. 457 ; engages 
a French squadron, ii. 24 
Penguin, capture of, ii. 498 
Penobscot, expedition to the, i, 280 
Penuee, action with the Ainiablc, i. 432 
Perdrix captures the Armde d* Italic, i. 600 
Perle, capture of, i. 305 
Pcrsnnne, capture of, ii, 384 
Pesaro, attack on, ii, 282 
P^torel captures the Ligurienne, ii. 3 
Petite^ Pipe, capture of, ii, 67 » recaptured 
and destroyed, f>8 

Pettipague Point, shi^JS and stores de- 
stroyed at, ii. 456 
PhaUfon, capture of, ii. 163 
Phaiitou captures the Bonne Citoyenne, i. 

420 ; boars of, cut out the Sim Josef', ii. 16 
Phaeton and Harrier attack the6Vw»ff/a7»^e, 

ii. 113 

Pkxlippemix, capture of, i. 104 
Phipp.s captures the Barbicr de Seville, ii. 
344 

Pbiibe captures the NUi dide, i. 465 ; cap- 
tures the Afrieuine, ii. 25 
Phofbe and Cherub capture the JEssex, ii. 
450 

Plunnix captured by the Dutch, and re- 
captured, i. 40 

Phoenix captures the Argo, i. 428 ;■ cap- 
tures the IJidon, ii. 113 
PboHphorUM beats oil’ a privateer, ii. 174 
Piedntontaise captures the Warren Has- 
tings, ii. 168,' captured, 220 
Pilot, boats of, at 8trongoU, ii. 367; at 
Castellan, 3/8 
Pique, e.-ipture of, i. 407 
Pique captures the Phoeton and Voltigeur, 
ii. l03; boats of, capture the Clara, 164; 
at Cabaret Bay, 184 

Pirates, destrucUou of, on the coast of 
Africa, i. 135 

Piteous Virgin Mary, capture of, i. 451 
Pitt captures the Supvrbe,\i. 181 
Pluntagenet and squadron, boats of, at- 
tack the General Armstrong, ii. 48/ 
Plumper, capture of, ii. 113 
Pluto, capture of a letter of marque bv, i. ! 

190 ' I 

Ptwsier destroyed, ii. 378 ! 

Plymouth captures the Adriad, i. 122 | 


Point Chatillon, chassc^mar^es destroyed 
at, ii, 312 

Poitiers capturc.s the Wusp, and recaptures 
her priise, the Frolic, ii. 408 
Polly, capture of, i. 267 
Polyphemus captures the Tortue, i. 3/6, 

4.37 

Pomona, capture of, ii. 174 
Pomone captures tin: Chert, i. 467 ; cap- 
tures the Cnrrhre, ti. 65 ; drives a Fretich 
convoy on shore, 202 

Pomone, Unite, and Scout, destroy the 
Giraffe and Nourrice, ii. 357 
Pomone, capture of, ii. 384 
Pondicherry, actions off, i. 268, 355 
Ponlchartram captured by the Medway, 
i. 95 

Ponzu, island of, captured, ii. 122 
Poole fishing- vessel, privateer captured by 
a, i. 93 

Potomac, operations in the, ii. 473, 479 ; 

descent of tlic river, 481 
Porcupine beats off t;hreo'‘Spanisb vessels, 
i, 306 ; engages the Montreal, 307 ; 
boats of, on tiic coast of Ital_v, ii. 210, 
237 ; boats of, capture several vessels in 
the Gironde, ii. 456 

Port au Puix, shipping destroyed at, i. 452 
Port d’Espttgnc, boats of, capture a pri- 
vateer, li, 202 

Port Louis, capture of the CerfPCre. at, ii. 1 1 
Pout Nottvelle, batteries at, stormed, ii. 
444 

Porto Ferrojo, vessels captured at, ii. 59 ; 

unsuccessful attack on, 60 
Porto Rico, shipping destroyed at, i. 513 
Portland, battle off, i. 43 
Portland captures the Coventry, i. 123 ; 

captures the Auguste, i. 156 
Portland and Notiingham capture the 
Magnanime, i. 167 
Porto Bello, reduction of, i. 1.37 
Porto Praya Bay, action in, i. 

Portsmouth, tlie, capture of & French 
frigate by, i. 91 

Pow'crt'ul captures the Bellone, ii. 170 
Pranies and gnii lioats driven ou shore 
near Flushing, ii. 8a 

Prenntse. beaten off by the Camel and 
Rattlesnake, i- 518; action with the 
Jupifer, 519; destroyed, 524 
President, arnianient of, it. 363 ; action 
with the Little Hidt, 3(i4 ; captured, lyi 
Pr^sidente, capture of, u. 179 
Prenoyunte, capture of, 413 
Prima, capture of, ii. 7 
Primrose engaises the Marlborough 
(packet), ii. 453 

Prince Edward, engagement with a French 
frigate, i. 184 

Prince George burnt, i. 189 
Prince of Orange ( packet), capture of, i. 249 
I’rincesK Augusta beats off tw'o llutch 
schooners, ii 70 

Princess Caroline, capture i. 30 
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Princess Charlotte captures the CyanCt 

ii. ns 

Prtnct*>s Koyjtl f packet) beats off the 
Animturier^ i. 4/1 
Pvi n ctz a , r ap t u ra of, i . 139 
Prindtz Christian Frederick destroyed, 
ii. ^24 

Priv.are<;r captured by a fishing vessel, 
i. 93, 94 

Privafceis, their excesses, in the reign of 
E.izabcth, i. 20; their cruises against 
the Spaniards, 32, .33 
Privateers, Huguenut, captured by the 
English, i. 2/ 

ProciflUj capture of, ii. 286 
Proeris, boats of, capture or destroy six 
guu-bout«, ii. 328 
Prosnrpine, capture of, i. 430 
Proserpine, capture of, ii. 263 
Protlidt; captures the Ajax, i. 218 
Providence, capture of, i.228 
Prudente captured and burnt, i. 194 
Pnukmtn, capture of, i. 2/1 
Pruufjote captures the Copriaiense, i. 305 
PritdewYc, capture of, i. 603 
Psyrh(% uctiun with the WiUiclmina, ii. 

84 ; captured, 97 
Psychd^ capture of, ii. 213 
Pu(3:ti(:sfi, capture of, ii. 296 
Puitertey (privateer) beats off two Spanish 
xebccks, i. 144 

Quebec, aiege of, by the Americans, i. 230 
Quebec engages the Surveitlunte, and is 
blown up, i. 295 

Quebec, boats of, capture the Jcune 
Louise, ii. 344 

Quebec and sipiadron. boats of, capture 
three gun- brigs at Nordeney, ii, 375 
Queen Cliarlotte beats off the Swan, \\, 337 
Quiherun Bay, convoy dispersed in, and 
part captured, ii. 17 
Quidprofjuo, capture of, ii. 15 

Kacchorsc captures iha Guest, i. 247 
Racoon captures the Lodi, ii. 66; captures 
the Petite- Fille, 67 j engages aschoimcr 
and cutter, 67 

Ragosniza, convoy destroyed at ii, 369 
Rainbow captures tlie Ifvbd, i. 347 
Rainbow, and Victor (or Viper), and 
Flora capture the Hancock^ and recap- 
ture the Fox, i, 242 

Raison, action with the Vengeance, i. 
433 ^ 

Jlaison, capture of, i. 413 
Jtaisonnabte, capture of, i. 102 
Raisonnable, action with the Topaze, 
ii. 115 

capture of, i. 268 

Ruieigh and Alfred beaten off by the 
Camel and tw'o sloops, i. 244 
Rambler, action with ihe EntfiedUion, 
i. 295; captures a French privateer at 
Tarifa, ii. 342 


Randolph engages the Yarmouth, and is 
blown up, i) 2i>9 

Ranger captures the Drake, i. 261 
capture of, ii. 165 

Rappahannock, American schooner cap- 
tured in the, ii. 42i> 

Ras-el- Khrma, capture of, ii. 302 
Rattler and Folkestone, boats of, attack on 
[ the Vimereiur, ii. 93 
Rattlesnake captures the Frelon de IJun^ 
kerqne, i. 2/0 

Raven, Seahorse, and Bonotta, action 
with two French frigates, i. 184 
Recovery captures the Heoanche^ i. 468 
Recruit, action wdth the DUigente, ii« 
247 ; engages IP Haufpolt, 281 
Redwing beats off seven armed vessels, ii. 
2/9 

Rvguluteur, capture of, ii. 154 
RAgufus di^stroyed, it. 466 
Kegulus, boat.s of, capture three vessels in 
Agnada Bay, i. 47'2 

Reindeer engagtis the Phaeton and VolH- 
gear, ii. 163 ; capture of, 462 
Renard rncaptuies the Lily, ii. 101) ; cap- 
tures the Ditigrrite^ 168 
Renard, capture of, ii. 2i8 
ilennrd, action with the Alphea, ii, 438 
Renard and Goeland beaten oft’ by the 
Swallow, ii. 393 
HenomnUe, capture of, i. 1O6 
RenomwJe destroyed, ii. 81 
Kenonunce captures the Vigilante., ii. 164 , 
boats of, cut out the Giganla, 166 j cap- 
ture three vesselH at Colon, 184 
Renomm^e, capture of, ii. 361 
Renomm^e and Grasshopper, boats of, 
capture of two vessehs by, ii, 211 
ll^olaise, capture of, ii. 17 
Uejmblicuin, capture of, i, 424 
Repuhlicain, capture of, i, 517 
Repulse, boats of, at Morgion, ii. 

Requin, action with the Wizard, ii. 230 
Hf'sist.anae, capture of, i. 450 
Rdsoiue, capture of, i. 193 
Remiafie, capture of, ii. 214 
Resolution burnt; at Ventimiglia, i. 115 
Resolution and Monmouth destroy French 
shipping in Bertlufaume Kay, i. 89 
Resource recapturrs the IJnicorn, i, .312 
Ressource, capture of, ii. 71 
Rcstichi, shipping destroyed at, ii. 348 
Reunion, ciipture of, i. 3/3 
Revanche, cupturo of, i. 428 
Revanche, capture of. i. 468 ; capture of 
another Reounche, 468 
Rnmirwhe, action with the Curieuz, ii. 212 
Revenge, captwre of, i. ill 
Revenge and Berwick capture the Orphde, 
i. 187 . 

Reeohitionnaire, capture of, i. 404 
lievoJutumnairo captures the Unite, i. 426 
Rhin, capture of, ii. 173 
Rhiii and 8<piadron capture a convoy at 
Corigeou, li. 500 
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Rhin&fjfros^ capture of, 1 . 19 “* 

Rhode Island threatened by PVEstaign, 

i, 2&G 

Ribades, attach on, i. 134 

Richmond captures the F*Uwit^, i. 211; 

captures a Spanish luprger. ii. 201 
Hinaldo captures the Mamudmr^ ii. 346; 

defeats four French luggers, 1U6 
liinaldo and Redpole* action with the 
Boulogne ii. 37& , 

llippon, action with the Achille and a 
frigate, i, 213 

Rivitire Noire, shipping destroyed at, ii. 293 
Jlivoli, capture of, ii. HiilO 
llivoH captures the Meipomeiif\ ii. 500 
liofmst and Lion destroyed, ii, 299 
Kochetort si]uadron capture the Calcutta, 

ii. 117 

Rochelle, battle off, i. l6 
Romney, capture of a privateer by, i. 114 ; 
captures the Artoin, and the PerLty i. 
,305; captures liie Sibfflhy i. 404 
Romui, capture of, ii. 229 
Kook, capture of, ii. 247 
Rosainon^l captures the Papillon, ii. 303 
Rosario captures the Manmtoucky ii. 345 ; 

action with the Boulogne flotilla, ii, 387 
Rosas Bay, destruction of convoy in, ii. 299 
Rose, cajiturcs the ConceptUmy i. 151 
Rose engages three privateers, i. 423 
Rottardumy the, capture »»f, i. 309 
Rotti, trahacculos destroyed at, ii, 284 
Rovigno, shipping destroyed at, ii. 403 
Royal (Icorgc, loss of the, i. 34d 
Royal Navy, rihc of the, i. 2i ; force in 
1803, ii. dt 

Royalist captures the ii. 415 

Kuhy captures the. Prudeutet i* 271 ; cap- 
tures the Solitairey 3i>0 
Rupert captures the 'I'tffer, i. 75 
Rupert and Favershtun cut out many 
Spanish veiscds, i. 147 
Rnne, capture of. ii, 415 
Uussian Inats, action with, ii. 290 
Rus.siati squadron tnk<;.s part in the battle 
of Navarin, ii, 5l6 

iHabina, capture and recapture of, i. 436 
Sabine, bo.ats of, capture three French 
privateers, ii. 366 

Sabiona, c.ipturc of three French privateers 
at, ii, 366 

Sable d’Olontie, three French frigates de- 
stroyed at, ii. 2C4 

St, Albans captures a French frigate, i. 

80 { makes other captures, 80 , 

St. Albans and Salisbury ca]>ture a French 
60-gun ship, i* 125 • 

St, Ann, capture of, i. 215 
St. Cas, disastrom landing at, i. 192 
St. Croix, capture td shipping at, ii. 8 
St, Eftprit engages the Jerney, i. 156 
St, Frnnpoif! d{; PanlCy capture of, ii. .368 
St, Helena captured by the Dutch, and 
recaptured, (59 


St. Kitts, action ofl", i. 63 
.St. Lawrence, capture of, ii. 495 
St. Innards (U.S.), shipping and atorea 
destroyed at, ii, 473 
St. Lucia, capture of, i. 406 
St. Main, bombardment of, i. 87; again 
attacked, 93 ; uttairk on, 191 
St. Marcouft’, convoy driven on shore at, 
li. 3/6 

St. Patrick, the, captured by the Dutch , i, 63 
St. Paul’s, Bourbon, attack on, ii. 297 
St. Philip captures the Moderate and four 
other French vessels, i. 163 
St. Sebastian, naval operations at, ii. 445 
St. Servan, shipping and stores destroyed 
at, i. 191 

St. Thomas, capture of, ii. 21 6 
St. Vincent, Cape, action off, i. 135 ; Jer- 
vis’s victory at, 441 
St. Vincent, island, capture of, i. 272 
Sttlamundra destroyed, ii. 180 
Saldanha Hay, Dutch squadron captured 
in, i. 437 

Salerno, gun -boats captured and xnaga- 
isincs destroyed at, ii. 380 
Salisbury, the, capture of, i, 103 
Salisbury captures tJie San Carlos, i. 206 
Salisbury and 8t. Albans capture a B'rench 
<)0-gun ship, i. 12.5 

SaUsbury and Salisl)urj'’H Prize capture a 
Spanish galleon, i. 128 
Salle dll Roi, a ship of the fleet of Edward 
111. i. 16 

Sallee rovcr.s, capture of, i. 77 ; their de- 
predations checked, 130 
Sally and consorts near Dantzic, ii. 201 
Satnana, shipping destroyed at, ii, Iflfl 
San Carlos, capture of the, i. 206 
San Domingo, action off, ii. J,^6 
San Fiorenza and Nymphe capture the 
Hesistanae and Covet ante, i. 450 
San B'iorettzu and Amelia, action with a 
French stptadron, i. .')I3 
San Fiorenzo captures the Piemontaise, ii. 
218 

San lago, capture of, i. 361 
St. .lago dc Cuba, attacks on, i. 144, I67 
.San Josef, capture of, ii. 16 
San Josef capture of, ii, 213 
San Pedro, capture of, ii. 197 
.Sandy Creek, action in, ii. 46I 
Sans Calotte, rapture of, i, 360 
Sans Pareille, capture of, ii. 1.9 
Sans Souci, capture of, ii. 343 
Santa Brigida, capture of, i. 521 
Santa Catulmn, capture of, i. 335 
.Santa Cruz, Blake^s attack on the Spanish 
trea.'jure-ships at, i, 52; Nelison’s at- 
tack, 454 

Sa7ita Kletia sunk in action, i. 4,52 
Santa Leocadia, capture of, i. 313 
Santa Margarita recaptures the I'bamea, 
i. 428 

Santa MargaritU captures the Amazone, 
i. 343 
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Santa ^fnrguerifa, capture of, i. agfl 
Snnta Maria, destruction of, ii. 20 
Santa Maura, boats of Tupaze at, ii. 285 ; 

surrender of, 314 
Santa Martha, action off, i. 97 
Suafa Monira, capture of, i. 285 
Santa Tertma, capture of, i. 602 
Sapphire destroys Spanish privateers at 
Vigo, i, }4r> 

Sappho captures the uldmirat Vaw/^ ii. 218 
Sapri, capture of the fort of, ii. 392 
Savage, capMire and recapture of, i. 323 
Savannah, operations ui the, i. 283 
Scarborough, capture of the, i. 91 
ScArtcr/es captured by the Tiger, i. 72 
SchelUng, Dutch ship* burnt at, i, 6l 
Schrik, ca])ture of, it. 82 
Scilly, loss of Sir Cloudesley Shovel’s 
fleet off, i. 117 
Scijffo, capture of, ii. 214 
SeipwJt engages the Torbay, and is 
wrecked, i. 350 

Scorpion, boats of, capture the Atoiunte, 
ii. 83; captures the Oreste, ii. .308 
Scotch pirate, a, defeated by u London 
alderman, i. 17; another, by Sir Thomas 
Howard, 21 

Scourge captures the Sann Cukdfe, i. 36« 
Scout, boats of, capture seveti vessels near 
Ca}>c Oroisette, ii. 28(5 ; destroy a bat« 
tery at Carri, ‘ipj 

Scylla captures the Canonnifire, ii. 3(52 
Scylla and KoyalLst (brigs) etigagc the 
iVcftfir, ii. 4t‘i 

Seagull recaptures the Lord Nelson, ii. 68; 
captured, ii. 235 

Seahorse, action with Aifrrrttf;, i, 21! ; 
captures the Senmihle, 4/1 ; ut ticks h 
Spanish convoy, ii. 103 ; action with a 
Turkish sfjuudron, 238 
Seahorse, Kaven, and Bonetta, action 
with two French frigates,!. 183 
Sealark captures the Viiie da Carai, ii. 399 
Search for deserters on board American 
raen-of-war, ii. 198 
Saint', capture of, i. 472 
Seine captures the Vaniraaiure, ii. 13 
Striruf an<i Loire dcstroi ed, ii. 30f> 
S^'millmita, action with the Venus, i. 36l 
Semilimita, attack on, at Jacinta, ii. 1 13 
Senegal, capture of, ii. 291 
S^ndf^al, capture of the, i. 308 
Sdndgal, destruction of the, ii. 18 
Serap^, capture of, i. 291 
Serpent, boats ob capture a Spanish 
guarda-costa, ii. 153 
Severn, capture of, i. 158 
Severn engages the £!toile snd SuHanef 
ii. 443 

Samibta, capture of, i, 471 
Sewolod, destroyed, ii. 246 
Shannon captures the Chesapeake, ii. 424 ; 

comparative force of the oomliataata, 430 
Shcern ess burnt by the Dutch, i. 64 
Shcerness (cutter), boat of, captures a 
French chas.HC-m <ree, ii. 68 


Sheemess, Bridgewater, and Ursula cap- 
ture tlirce Dunkirk privateers and 
prizes, i. ir>6 

Sheerness and Chichester capture <^e 
Jiien-aet/nis. i. 186 

Sbeerncss and Foresight beat off two 
French linc-of-batr.Ie ships, i. 94 
Shoreham’s tender captures two Spanish 
privateers, i. 157 

Siht/Jie, action with the Magicienne, i. 352; 

captured, 353 
SitiifUe, capture of, i. 404 
Sibylle capfiire.H the P'urfe, i. 604; cUP* 
turcs I he Chiffunne, ii. 57 
Sidon, storming of, ii. 531 
Sigri. Turkish ships cut out at, ii. 196 
Sir Francis Drake, boats of, capture a 
flotilla of Dutch gun- vessels, ii. 365 
Sirius captures the Furie and the Wank-^ 
zantiihaUl, i, 496 ; captures thu Ber^bra, 
ii. 166; bouts of, ships captured and 
drstroyeil by, ii. 323 ; grounds in Grand 
Po« t, and i^ burnt, 331) 

Skylark and Locu.sn drive twelve French 
gun-.vesM‘l« on .shore at Calais, ii. 381 
Sluys, battle of, i. 9 ; capture of, 20 
Smyrna fleet, the Dutch, attack on the> i. 
66 . 

Snap captures the fJon, ii. 440 
Solebay, liattlc* of, i. .54, 6/ 

Solebay recaptures the Savage, i. .323 ; 

captures a French squadron, 623 
Solcbav and .\muzon capture the Chevrettey 
i. 213 

Solebay and Doipliin, engagement with 
the MarMmt da Jfellaista, i. 193 
HoUdorc, shipping destroyed at, i. 191 
SoUttihe, capture of, i. 350 
Somers, capture of, ii, 4(54 
Sophia, captUTP. of, i. 348 
Soiithamfdon boats off five French pri- 
vateers, i. 18.1; captures the Emeraude, 
184 ; caid.urcs the Caumartin and ano- 
tlicr privateer, Ipl ; ciifttiires the Danne, 
197; engages a French squadron, 423; 
c.aptures the Utifa, 430; captures the 
Anidtiu/sfa, ii. 385 
Son/h VoroHna, capture of, i. 3.52 
.Spaniards, private c.xpoditions against the, 
in the time of Queen KliKabeth, i, 32, 
33, 3.5 

Spani.sh, or “ Tnviucible” Armada, i. 27 
Spanish fleet cbfciited by Fdward III. i. 14 
Spauibh fleets ravagi^ the English coast*, 

i. 18, 19. 

Spanish galleons, capture of, i, 100, 128 
Spanish galleys, five, beaten off by a mer- 
chant bhipi i, 3r> 

Spanish gun- boats beaten off by the 
Helena/ i. 3)9 ; twelve beaten off by the 
Speedy, 519 

Spanish gun-bouts and English boats 
action betwten, i. 4.53 
Spiudsh squadron, capture of, i. 297 
Spanish treasure-ships <;seape the Knglish 
fleet, i. 3/ { two captured by Stayncr, 
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51; Others burnt at Santa Crus, 52; 
several captured at Vigo, l(.io ; two cap- 
tured by the Naiad and other frigates, 
520 ; three captured by the Indefatig- 
able and other frigates, ii. Oh 
Spartan, boats of, beaten off, V>y a polacre, 
ii. 109 ; chased by a French squadron, 
200 ; action with and her consorts, ' 
317 

Spartnt^re, capture of, ii, 317 
8peedw’'cH, her numerous captures, i. 122 j 
Speedwell, capture of, i. 218 
Speedy, action with the Pnpillon^ i. 4fi8; 
destroys a Spanish convoy, 518; heats 
oir twelve Spanish gun- boats, 519; cap- 
tures the Gmno, ii. 3<) ; boats of, and of 
Kangaroo, 40; captured, 41 
Spencer ca])turc« the Volcnn, i. 42B 
Spergui, shipping destroyed at, i. 426 
Stag captures the Ai.'umce, i. 422 
Standard, boats of, capture the Volpe^ ii, 236 
Stnnislavit, capiure ol, i. 304 
Stately and Nassau destroy the Prindtz 
C/irUstion .Fredttrick, ii, 222 
Stirling Castle and iJanifiton Court engage 
the Tuifiouffn and 'J'i-uUint, i. 128 
Stork, bouts of, e.'iptuie two vessels, i. 100 ; 
at Ib^tabuuo, I7() 

Strongoli, shipping destroyed at, ii. 36/ 
A7«rd// ifei/’g/yr, privateer, burnt, i. 250 
Subtle, boats of, attack on St. Martin’s, 
ii. 2-12 

-SKcc?t'.s, capture of, ii. 

Success captim s the Diane, ii. 13 ; cap- 
tured, *24 ; recaptured, 59 ; boats of, 
capture a Iclncea, 1B4 
Success and Espoir, boats of, at Casti- 
gliouc, ii. .113 

Success and Vernon capture the Santa 
Cfitniinu, i, 3.17 

Suffiftiinte captures the Hernnrhe, i. 428 
Suffolk captures ilu^ (Jallianly i. J25 
Suliane, capture or, ii. 456 
Superb and Primrose, boats of, at Buz- 
zard’s Bay, ii. 46 i 
Super be, capture of, i. 125 
Supei'be, capture of, 6. J81 
Stti7)r?.s'ccaptures ttn- 1 1 rw ieh packet, i.2 18 
Surprise captures ilu'. Du (Dmi Trouin, i. 

298; recapture- »hc ro rmit>oe, .522 
Surinam, captiire.s of, i 6l ; ii. 91 
Surly and Finn, Imats of, capture the 
Alctde, ii. 314 

SUi'veiUanfc engat.res rlie <4ncl>ee, i. 29,5 
Surveilttinte, surre.-oJor ot, ii. 7,5 
Surveillante and <5uistaof, innits of, at the 

Morbihan, n. 337 

Surveyor, capluiaj id’, ii. 4 iP 
Susquehanit, boa* exfifd/fiiiu on the, ii. -jSi 
Swallow' beats oil' ilo li> nurd .lud iroein/id, 
ii. 393; boats of, c.*piuie the Giu-rriere, 
ii. 442 

Swan, action wdth.a l>an}<h cutter, ii. 2-14 
Sumn beaten oil by the Queen l7uarlytte, 

ib 337 I 


Sweepstakes, capture of, i, 122 
Swift, capture of, ii. 94 
Swiftsure captures the Ataianfe, i. 394 ; 
captured, ii. 41 ; boats of, capture the 
C/tarlemnpne, ii. 445 

Sylph captures the AJet'Cury, i, 428; ac- 
tion With a frigate, ii. 54 ; second en- 
counter with the same, ,5.5 
Sylphe, capture of, ii, 243 
Sylvia sinks a prahu, and captures the 
' Echo, XI, 2,VA 

Syren captures the Bandrail, ii. 463 
Syria, operations on the coast of, ii. 524 

Tncthjue and GuSpe, beaten off by the 
Guadaloupe, ii. 368 

l\amar captures the llipuhlicnin, i. 517 
Tangiers taken possession of by the Eng- 
lish, i. 53 

Taiiagcuse, capture of, h. 16.5 
Tape-a~bord, capture of, ii. 103 
Tu'-tar, her muncrous cafir.vire.«[ of priva- 
teers, }. 180; captures the Santa Mar- 
gpicnta, i. 296 

Tartar, boats of, capture the HirondcUe, 
ii. 88; at Bergen, 232* boats of, cap- 
ture a Danish privattror, 284 
Tea/, ff, capture of, ii, 113 
TcustT and convoy, capture of, it. 376 
Telegraph captures the i/tronde/Zc, i, 513 ; 

destroys the Fahuatier, ii. 442 
Terpsichore, capture of, i. 207 
Terpsichore ca|>tures the Marquis de 
Murigny, i, '221 

Terpsichore, oiiptures the Mnhonesa, i. 
434 ; captures the Vest ale, 43.5 ; engages 
the Santisima TriiUdndu, 461 ; engages 
the S&tnillante, ii. 223 
Terpsichore, capture of, ii. 460 
Terrible, privateer, captures the Grand 
Alexandre, i. 176} is captured by the 
Vengeance, 1 77 

Texel, battle off the, i. 45 ; Dunean's ac- 
tion, 458 ; capture of a Dutch stjuadron, 
516 

Thaiiics, action with the tbvr/.'fc, i. 375; 
captxired tjy the Carmagnole., 3/6 ; re- 
captured, 429 

Thames and Vcphalus capture a French 
convoy at Porto del lufrochi, ii. 369 
Tbame-s and Covejitry engage the Pal- 
■mit r, i. 19'» 

Thames .and Kurieuse capture the island 
of PoTi/A, ii. 422 

Thames and lmpericu.se at Paiinnro, ii. 381 
Thames and Pilot capture the fort Of Sa- 
ju-i, ii. 392 

Thames, Pilot, and Wcasd, bouts of, at 
Amantheu, ii. 328 
Thcri'se, dostruction of, ii. 8 
Theseus, dreadful explosion on board, i. 
.511 

Thetis, capture of, i. 112 
ThetiSf capture of, i. 521 
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Thetis cftptnrps the Bvfnn, i. 215; cap- 
tures the Premniantt, i. 413 
ThctiSy capture of, ii. 253 
I’hisihc, b.)ats v)i'. rapiure the PMoce^ ii. 85 
Tlusth; oaptures the Ilum/c, ii. 310 
Thrasher, actiuu witli the IJoulogne flo- 
tillii, ii, 283 

Thunder captures the ]\"rjitftne, ii. 443 
Thunclorer captun^s tlw^ Arhille^ i. 215 j 
captures the I'jm'ille, i. 425 
Tickler, capture of, ii. 23 4 
Tiger captures the SohnrHcJi, t. 7,3 
Ti}ft‘r captured h}’ th(3 Kuptirt, i. 75 
Tif^ra, action with the Danac, i. 318; 
heats oil’ the Deal Castle, 2l9 ; captured, 
219 

Tigre, operations l>efore Acre, i- 506 
Ti/jrt’.'is and Soorpion, cayUure of, ii. 467 
Topaze captures the Elizabeth^ i. 433; 

boats ot, at Deiuata, ii. 28 » 

Topazfiy action with the ilaisonnable, ii, 
llG; captures the Blanche, 107 j cap- 
tured, 26 1 

Torbav and Dunkulc capture Alcide and 
Lt(s\ i. .170 

Torcho, capture of, ii. Il6 
'Fortosa, utrack on, ii. 'rig 
TartU(.\ capture of, i. 376 
Tortuc^ Ct-iptur * of, i. 437 
Toulon, aftack on, i. 11/ ; action ofT, 14<) ; 
actionwlih the batlciics, jy8; licet in, 
delivcrf'd up to Cord Hood, 1.36/; the 
town hcMi'ged, :Ki« ; aharuhincJ, and 
the .s)jip[)ing iloifroycd 369; action be- 
tween I'l l lew and Kfjrjidien, olf, ii, 450 
T(>ulons(\ the, capture of, i. 123 
Tourtend/r, cii))tur(- of, i. 408 
Trafalgar, tjaiue of, ii, 123 
Trane, capture <*f, ii. 44.3 
Trent, her <;!a|>tuie, i. 210 
7’rent, horats of, at Mrehat. ii. .38 
Trepa.sscy, capture of, 1. 31.5 
Tribune, capture of, i. 429 
Tribune, action with four Danish gun- 
brigs, ii, 321 

Tridcnl and AuulUe, action with the 
Volontaire au<l Perlen. ii. 383 
TnV/r«^ and Cijnteii.f, rapture of, i. pi 
Trincotnalc, capture of, i. 32.5 ; recapture 
of, 333 ; actions otj’, 32K, .333 
Trincorniilc t-ngagc*i the JpJd^dnie, when 
both are blown up, i. ,520 
Trinidad, captuic of, i. 450 
Tripoli, burning of the .shipping iu the 
port (.If, i. 7.1 

Triton, action with the Jupiter, i. 269 
Trornpenr sunk by the iVlhraii, i. 457 
Trumbail, capture of, i. 320 
Tunis bombarded by Iflako, i. .50 
Turbulent, caj)tureot, ii. 234 
'liurki.sh fleet destroyed at Navariu. ii. 521 
Turkish ships and Seahorse, action hc- 
f tween, ij.23H 

TurkV'.h .stptaiirnn takes part in the opera- 
tions on the couift of .S; ria. ii. 525 


Two-decked 40 and 50-gun ships, their 
iuefTicicncy, i. 1B5 
Tyre, capture of, ii. 531 

Undaunted, boats of, at Carri, ii. 422 ; 

couvcy.s Napoleon to Elba, 45t} 

Undaunted and Guadaioupe, boats of, 
destroy batteries and vessels at Port 
Nouvellc, ii. 444 

Undaunted and squadron, boats of, at 
.Souri(»n, ii. 422 

Unicorn captures the JnHncxbte, i. 182; 
captures the Hermio/ie, \iiri ; captures 
the Vestnle, 210; captures the, Tribune, 
429 ; boats of, capture the Tape-et-bord, 
ii. 103 ; skirmish wdth French gun- 
boats, 264 ; ri^capturcs the Laurel, 314 
Unitd, capture of, i, 42f) 

Unit<^ captures the linnco and two other 
brigs, ii. 229; btnUs of, capture th«3 
St. T'rangois de Ptmle, ii. 3t>8 
Unite and Cephalus at Civita Vecchia, 
ii. .368 

United States navy, vise of the, i, 228; 
particulars us to armamerd’, 246 ; Paul 
Jones’s squadron, 287 
United States captures the htacedonian, 
ii. 408 

IJrnnie, action with the Thames, i. 375 
Ursula, llridgewater, and Sliecnicas cap- 
ture threi^ liurnkh'k ])rivatcers and their 
prizes, i, lu6 

Ushant, Kcmpcnfclt’s action (»ff, i. 324; 
Lord Howe’s action olV, 38.5 ; boats of 
Dreadnought at, ii. ,337 
Utile, capture, of, i. 130 

V''ado Hay, engiigement in, i. 127 
VfiUlante, capture of, 1. 434 
Vaillmite, capture of, i. 48(5 
Vai ntjvrur ixmX iMakau, capture of, i. 210 
capture and recapture t.i, ii. 21 1 
Var, passage, of tlu!, i. 1J6 
Piif’, capture of, ii. 2O2 
Velocc, capture of, ii. 85 
Vcuerahic captures the Alcrnt-ne, ii, 447 
Venereance cajUures the Kntreprenant, i, 
214 

Vengeance recaptures l.lie Ortntd Alex- 
andre, and capfcurc.s the Terrible, i, 176; 
captured, 18/ 

Vengeance, actiort with the IMermaid, i., 
432 ; action with the Raisou, 4.33 
Verngt'.anee, capture of, ii. 3 
V''e7igfianee, capture o.^ ii. !3 
Vrngeur, ca])turc of, i. .514 
capture of, ii. 65 
Ventura, captuve of, i. *220 
Venus, action with the Sviniilanfe, i. 30l 
Venus, cajiturc of, ii. 341 
Venus ami Juno'capture the Urune, i. 21 1 
Venus and Vietbt capture the Ceylon, » 
ii. 341 ^ * t 

Vestal captures the UeJlnna, i. 195 \ 

Vu'li ttif f'liiifiirrt I Oil! 
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Venial/!, capture of, i. 435 ; recaptured by 
bcr^crcw, 435 
Veaiate, capture of, ii 5l6 
Victor (or Viper) aaaista in the chase of 
the Boston and Haneoak, i. 242 
Victor destroys the Ft^ohe, ii. 69 
Victor, capture of, ii. 301 
Victorieuse captures a privateer, i. 470 
Victorious and Weasel capture the Hivoti, 
ii. ;i9(i 

Vigilant, capture of, i. 248 
VigHuntc, capture of, ii. 16.5 
ViKo, galleons captured or destroyed at, 
i. 100 ; capture of, 135 ; privateers de- 
stroyed at, 145 

Villc iie Caen, capture of, ii. 399 

Viitc de Milan captures the Cleopatra, ii. 

98; captured, lUO 
Vincego, capture of, ii. 85 
Vivneretix, attack on, ii. 93 
Viper captures Hector, i. l6l 
Viper captures the Piteous Virgin Marrj, 
1. 461 ; captures the Furet, 525 
Virgin, capture and recapture of, i. 208 
Virgin del Rosario, capture of, ii. 6i 
Virginia, expedition to, i. 275 
Virginie, capture of, i. 427 
Virginie captures the ihielderland, ii. 233 
Vivero»i, vessels cut out at, i. 147 J boats 
of Emerald at, ii. 221^ 

Volagc, capture of, i. 468 
Volcan, capture of, 428 
VoUmtaire and Alerte driven on shore, i. 
401 

Volontaire and Perlen, action with the 
Trident and Amalie, ii. 382 
VnlpCy capture of, ii. 236 
Voltigeur, capture of, ii. 163 

Waakxaarnheid, ca^>ture of, i. 497 
Wakheren, expedition to, ii, 293 
Wareham (U.SJ, shipping destroyed at,ii. 
453 

Warren (U.S.), shipping and stores de- 
stroyed at, i. 2.50 

Warren Hastings, capture of, ii. 168 
Washington, capture of, ii. 4/8 
WaHkington, the, capture of, i, 228 
Wasp captures the Frolic, ii. 406 ; is cap- 
tured, 408 


Wasp captures the Keindeer, ii. 462 j 
action with the Avon, 465 
Weasel captures two French privateers, 

i. 1.58 

Weasel destroys six trahacculos at Corfu, 

ii. 209 ; destroys a squadron uf gun-boats, 
423 

Wesf^, capture of, ii. 442 
West Indies, atrocious conduct of the 
Spaniards in the, i. 137; Nelson’s pur- 
suit of Villeneuve to, ii. 95 
Weymouth fishing vessel, privateer cap- 
tured by a, i. 94 

Weymouth sinks the Fougueux, i, 94 ; 

captures UAurore, 96 
Weymouth and Medway capture the hu 
vimnfUe, i. 89 

\tfhitehaven, Paul .Tones’s attack on, i. 261 
Wight. Isle of, ravaged by the French, 
i. 16; battle with the Dutch off, 43; 
another battle, 66 

Wilhelmina engages the PspcM, ii. 84 
Winchelaea, the, capture of, i. 1 1 3 
Winchester, the, captures a Flushing pri- 
vateer, i. 12.5 

Windham, capture of, ii. 321 ; recaptured, 
332 

Windsor captures the i>wc de Chartres, i. 
196 

Windsor Castle (packet) captures the 
Jeune Richard, ii. x09 
W’izard, action with the Requin, ii. 230 
Wolf captures the Napoleon and R^gula- 
ttOiir, li. 154 

Wolverine beats off two privateers, i. 501 ; 

peculiarity of her armament, 501 
Wolverine, capture of, ii. 82 

Yiirmouth Ro».ds, battle with the Dutch 
in, i. 46 ; Advice captured in, 12/ 
Yarmouth engages an American squadron, 
i. 269 

Zantc, Cephalonia, and their dependen- 
cies, capture of, ii. 301 
Zebra, her services at Martinique, i. 406 
Zephyr captures the Stiu^gat, i. 301 
Titiphyr, capture of, ii. 296 
'Acuse, capture of, i> 346 


THE END. 


LONDOK; PtllNTKP nr CI.OWI« AN1> SONxS, stamfoko strkkt \ 

AND CHAIUSG CROSS, 








